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[Keported  for  the  Journal! 
Ltayiflg  of  tlxe  Cwrner  '^tonr  of  tfete  FaUic 

The  interesting  ceremony  of  the  laying  ol  the  Corner 
etcne  of  the  Public  Library  Building  twjlc  place  yetrtt;:. 
day,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concoarBe  of  people. 
Tht  weather  was  delightful,  and  everything  connected 
with  the  ceremony  paescd  oflf  in  the  iiiuat  satMiactory 
manner. 

The  Bite  of  the  new  editioe  I^,  as  moi<t  of  onr  reader:^ 
aie  aware,  on  Boylston  street,  opposite  the  foot  of  the 
Corumon.  The  buildlBg  ia  to  be' of  the  Roman  8ch».l 
of  ItalkMs  arehitecture,  and  will  be  built  of  brick 
\(ith  fteeitone  dressings.  Its  front  on  Boyl-'toa 
street  w*  be  eijthty-two  leet,  and  lU  depth, 
iccludiug  the  towers,  cne  hundred  and  tw»n- 
ty-eiKht  feet.  It  will  be  two  stories  high  aOJve  tuo 
Laseueut.  The  hsight  of  tho  Mrst  storv  wiU  be 
21  Jeet.  This  story  wiil  be  devoted  to  a  Ueading  Booia 
tor  ladies  and  geuiiemec;  a  Conversation  Uooia;  >iud 
the  Library  Room  for  books  which  are  iuteuded  fur 
circulation  amoiiK  tlie  peooie.  It  is  c  tioBaied  Jbat  it 
will  held  iO.COO  volumes.  Ihe  upper  ntory  will  be  62 
ftet  blah,  niid  will  flnteb  in  the  clear  40  by  86  feet. 
Around  the  room  will  be  the  alcoves  for  the  book,'*, 
which  will  Hcewmmodnte  200,000  volumes.  All  the  lln- 
ihbiijc  of  the  interior  will  be  of  iron,  aiid  tlie  buildiug 
will  be  lire  proof  throughout.  In  tlie  basemeut  iheis 
will  be  apartnwfuts  for  the  fllipg  of  pamphlet.*,  news- 
paper*, &o.,  and  also  rooms  lOr  the  Janitor  and  his  iu- 

Ihe  ceiemonies  were  assijtneu  ioi  T^ur  cc''v''  Shor*- 
t(,ok  their  places  upon  tfie  ^{/ouudlobr  of  the  buUduiic 
A  )uij<e  Ueiegatiou  of  the  pupils  of  tUe  Oirla-  Nwmak 
bchool  were  present  to  perlbrm  th«  sinKiuir.  Ih8r# 
were  sonu-  three  or  four  thousand  person?  present  to' 
witness  the  ceremonies,  flmor.g  whom  we  noticed  many 
ofonrmott  prominent  citizeno. 

After  the  piMyiug  of  the  national  air  by  the  band 
pmyer  was  offered  by  Kev.  Euwaku  N.  Kibk.  D.  D  1 
oftbiMCity. 

The  following  hymn,  written  for  the  occasion  by  tne 
Hon.  Okobou  Lu^T,  was  then  sung— 

Deep  lay  In  earth  the  corner-stuna, 

Klsc,  shHlti'd  arcli  imrt  airy  dome  ! 
On  morn  a  light  diviner  shoue. 

When  Knowledge  fouud  this  other  home. 

Be  this  her  fane;  and  thither  le id 

Th"  wIMInK  steps  of  roni-rous  youth 

And  point  the  lil^^h  cmlila/uned  meed 

Ot  souls  that  seek  immortal  Troth. 

Here,  bid  them  learn  the  lore  of  old, 
Here,  tourh  the  futures  hidden  seal, 

rne  secret  dtp  hs  of  tnoiuht  unfold. 
And  all  lU  flight  sahllme  reveal. 

And  long,  amia  the  City's  din, 
In  sweet  811  lumon  stand  i-nshrined, 

Peace  rel,<n,  tin  cloistered  haib  within, 
Oh  !  sacred  teniph'  of  the  Mind. 

Hon.  RoBKRT  C.  WiNTuaop,  Preaident  of  the  Board 
or  Lommlseioners,  then  delivered  the  foUowlng  addreew  : 

AbDBVan  OF  TTFK  HOTT.    ROHlJitT  O.   AVINTHBOP. 

We  are  here.  Mr.  Mayor,  Gentlemen  of  the  City 
CouBClI,  and  Fellow  Citizen*,  lo  lay  the  Cornerstone 
of  a  Building  for  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
»CHton.  We  have  come  to  take  the  first  formal  step 
towards  making  peiuianent  jirovision  for  an  Institu- 
tion, which  we  believH  is  to  exert  a  tnost  lnii>ortant  nnd 
poweiful  intluecce  upon  the  character  of  our  commu- 
nity ,— so  long  as  our  community  shall  hiire  a  character 
among  men.  ** 

By  n  mere  than  fortunate  coincidence,  we  have  been 
able  toteleci  for  t^*«  purpose  the  225tli  auoiversary 
ol  the  day,  which  iias  b*come  associated  in  >»ew  Eng- 
land Hi.^tory  with  the  origli.al  foundation  of  our  City. 
On  this  day,  jii.it  two  centuries  and  a  quarter  rj?o.  at  a 
Court  of  A^sl.M«^tH  of  ihe  Massaohuaefts  Company, 
(Oo^tinor  'VVini.h.on  i.,  ihfccniai,)it  wita  OiUeicd,  IhAt 
Trinnunt.inif  »bail  be  called  Uowrow. 

I  know  not  how  a  robler  commemoration  of  our  mu- 
picipul  biitbUay  could  have  bten  devised  ibau  that  in 
\«hich  we  arc  Climaxed,  or  one  ca!cuUled  to  Invest  it 
Willi  a  more  enduring  charm  In  the  hearts  of  future 
Kneialiins.  Cejtaiiily,  no  birth  day  offertn;i  could 
ea.-ily  have  bten  an  auged,  more  welcome  to  a  venerated 
mother,  or  m<<r<.'  woithy  of  amteful  and  aff.  i.tlonate 
rhildren.  than  tho  iii^titution  which  is  bore  :o  be 
C(tabli!<hed. 

It  is  at,  my  friends,  that  such  a  transaction,  on  such 
a  ctay,  should  be  marked  by  something  of  public  and 
RoUmn  ceremonial,  it  i,«  lit  that  the  voice  ot  prayer 
tbculd  be  lifted  up  at  futh  an  hour  an<!  in  coch  a  on- 
neiiiou,  atid  that  ►oi.g.'^  of  j.ruise  should  lloiiv  forth 
fi'm  the  :lp»  and  from  the  hearts  of  the**  graceful 
young  ladiCK  and  ihtkt  joyous  pupils  of  the  schools.  It 
u  emii.ei,tlv  fit  that  the  c.o.,*.crl|,t  tuiher.^  of  the  cicy 
al.onld  le»d  the  f-anction  of  their  official  pretence  to 
the  feme,  and  that  come  wc  rrt  vX  remembranci",  of  ctm- 
gratulFtioii  and  of  ho].*;,  .should  ii.>{  be  wanting  on  the 
part  of  thore  who  have  bcm  honortd  with  a  commis- 
t\»n  to  coi;(luri  .«!■  ifittre>tlut,  a  work. 

I  think  m>s«if  biippy,  Mr.  Mayor,  In  being  privi- 
leged. *»  I'lefiueut  oi  the  Board,  ti>  s^eak  that  word, 
BT.d  iu  b<ing  allowed  to  aaxKiate  myr-ell.  iu  ever  so 
humble  a  manner,  wKh  this  crowning  act  of  the  matu- 
rity of  my  nntivt*  plao«. 

And  i,ow.  teilow  riizens,  it  is  muttt  agreeable  tu  re- 
fli'cf  ihat  111*"  Instituii'in  which  we  are  engaged  tliis  day 
in  «.>'<hbii.-^hing,  is  in  tuou  precite  and  beautiful  ccnl'or- 
mily  with  Ibe  policy  and  Ihe  principle-  of  tho-ie  noble 
colonUts  by  whom  B  >ioii  wu  founded  loa  often, 
alas,  in  the  progre^.t  ot  great  cllits,  the  mo-(l  co-Hlv 
ai.d  cou.''ptcu*i.>  sti  uciiiii!/<  i»^i  v«:  only,  as  itipy  rise,  to 
signalize  s« me  frt»h  deputtuiu  from  the  simplicity  nnd 
purity  ot  the  olden  time  But  we  are  here  »'•  vr^r-  n« 
tur.h  nuinumeiit  of  our  own  ucgeneracy.  w-  n.  i.<»re 
to  engraft  no  strange  or  uucon^eniui  b^iiiL  -  upon 
the  old  I'urltan  vine.  We  have  oomc  rathijr,  in  the 
fulmss  of  time,  to  carry  out  to  its  legitimate  coneum- 
nintion  a  system  which  was  the  p«-cullar  p'ide  and  glory 
ol  the  New  Kngiand  settlers,  aoc  which  ihev  cherished 
SLd  cultivated  as  Ihe  is(iecial  slrentcth  and  saf.'sfuird  of 
the  civil  aid  religlouH  freedom  which  they  planted  upon 
th«-fe  shores. 

Willi  a  wisdom  aid   a  foreca-t  which  seem  as  we 

look  back  upon  then,  liltic  less  than  the  imiuediate 

pii;mi>iii)j;v   of  a   l>ivlne  Power,  the  fathers  ot  Ma-sa- 

chiicvtls  and  founders  rl  lUvtou  allowed  scarcely  an 

h»  nr  to  elapse  alter  their  arrival,  before  makiug  some 

incipient  provision  for  the  public  Instruction   of  tlx^ir 

children.     V  ithin   five  >cars  alter  Trimouiitaine  wa^ 

calhd  Boston,  the  femall   beginulnga  of  our  cominou 

fchcol  b)8tcm   may  be  distinctly  traced   upon   our  an - 

!   cient  lecordis.    And  from   that  dav  to  this,  the  institn- 

I    tlciis  ol  tree  populai  educutum   liave  (t^ne  on    frtnn 

ttitpgih   to  hVreugth- have    been   extended    aad   im- 

i   proved   jear  by  >tar  ni;dei-   the   lib<-ral    mJ  fo^UTing 

eoie  of  our  public  antiioriiieF— until,  during  the  biiii{le 

I   year   last   |,a*t,   neatly   26,  ks)  children   have  received 

within  our  cPy  limits  a.s  goo.l  an  education  as  ihe  wide 

World  can  afford,  without  cost  or  charge  to  theiuiiel vCii, 

I   but  at  the  willit.g'iy  Ir.curred  f  xi)€nae,  all  toid,  of  little 

lew  thati  fiur  bundled  thgus*na  do  Urs  to  the  Public 

Tr.  V 

I  unlflceatbe«niest  Ufa  native  son  of  Boston, 

— w.osc  uame  will  be  remembered  amon;;  us  as  long  as 
tie  I'jramid.^  amid  which  tliar  inrmoral)le  codicil  was 
Conceivirt,  or  the  pances  of  the  I'uars.ohs  on  one  of 
which  it^sHs  written,  (. I obn  Lowell,  Jr  .)  a  system  of 
Free  Lcctiiies  has  bireii  addtd,  of  late  years,  to  our 
other  means  of  popular  instruction,  and  has  aUiindant- 
Ip  justified  the  generous  purposes  of  it«  lamented  foun- 
vef- 

Hut  education  does  not  end  with  the  schools;  nor  Is 
all  idudition  conducted  witiiii  the  schoul-room  or  the 
lectuic-rcom  Evon  a  college  degrt.e  is  bu'  the  slg'iiti- 
cant  A.  B.  of  a  whole  alphabet  of  learning  nllt  to  be 
acquired.  The  gre»:  work  «>ft*lf-cnl'iiT»>  remains  to  be 
caul'  d  on  iona:  aitet  Maxteis  and  Tutors  and  Protes- 
ters have  flnfened  their  labors  atd  exhausted  thair  arts. 
And  no  small  part  or:his  work,  I  need  h^trdly  i-ay,  is  to 
Im  caiiiea  on  under  the  iuflueuce  of  good  reading  and 
b>  the  aid'of  gocd  bookn. 

Wl'<*  *hMll   und«-il«ke  to  inea<<uie  the   importance:  or 

'culatu  Uie  \ 


the  deepesl  philcw^np'jiy  and  -cience;  B'.nd,  until  tlie 
nsme  of  Bowditch  shall  be  lost  to  our  remembrance,  ir 
will  liardiy  be  suggested  tflat  others  beside  urofeeeed 
scholars  may  not  be  al  le  to  turn  those  vchimes  to  the 
best  account,  and  even  ?r  add  new  ones  of  their  own. 
Here,  without  question,  in  dae  time,  will  be  fwi.nd 
books  in  every  language  aai  tongue  which  *»  read  i>r 
spoken  beneath  the  .sun:  aodwldlethe  li iring  exampu) 
of  an  Eilbu  Burritt  is  still  before  im,  no  one  wi>l  doiiM 
that  others  beside  what  are  oallsd  the  educated  classes 
may  be  eager  to  decvpber  their  mysteries,  and  m:«i^ find 
no  characters  too  difficult  for  their  uasterv.  The  least 
popular  books  oi  the  coliectiox  muy  siili  lind  tlieir 
best  readers  coming  forth  from  !'.»«  fcrge  or  the  fore- 
eastle. 

Bnt  as  a  general  rule,  and  for  the  preient  at  leaist,onr 
pioles.<ed  scholars  and  students  wiK  look  to  the  libra* 
rles  ol  onr  Universities  and  Atheueums  and  Ac  aJ  )mie» 
of  Science  lor  the  volumes  which  may  »id  them  in  theh- 
special  investigations  and  pursu'ts. 

The  Lifcrai  V  who^e  corner  stoue  we  ai»  now  about  to 
lay,  in  its  primary  and  piiucipai  dcoign ,  is  to  furnish 
entertainment  and  instruotiou  for  the  whole  people. 
Central  In  its  situation,  the  dwellers  iu  al*  qutirteia  oi 
Ihe  city  may  approach  it  with  almost  equal  flicllity. 
Standing  on  the  margin  of  our  beautiful  Common,  it 
will  retiect  and  reproduce  some  of  the  [teouliar  and 
truly  republican  feutures  of  that  charming  plav  place 
of  our  chiidjcn.  and  pleaisure-ground  of  us  all,— where 
we  see,  at  thi«  moment,  the  choicest  seats  and  m^lst  in- 
vitlug  shBde  ranged  along  the  trodden  paths,  aad  by 
the  Kide  of  the  Lroad  and  beaten  tracks;— and  whose 
crystal  tountains— though  now  and  then  they  rauy  l".ap 
to  the  cities  and  sparkle  in  the  sun  and  waste  themselves 
in  glittering  tpray ,  to  furniuh  a  holiday  spectacle,  And 
always  their  better  use  aad  their  dully  lieaity  in  minis- 
lormw  te  the  lefresbment  of  the  wayfarngjand  the 

""ATTD  tuis,ToKVr-  CTrT2?Tr6,  f«  fftTie  onr  iot..dleotni.l  ««id 
literary  Common— -beneath  \^hose  roof  and  within 
whose  alcoves  fountains  of  living  waters  shall  l>c  ever 
open,  and  upon  whose  tables  shall  be  always  spread  a 
bamiuet  of  wholesome  and  nutritious  food  for  every 
mind,  with  a  cover  and  a  cerdial  welcome  for  every 
comer,  and  where  no  guest,  whatever  his  garment  so 
it  cloihe  an  honest  man,  shall  beexchided  or  disdain'ed. 
■  iree  to  all,  with  no  other  restrictions  than  arc  neces- 
sary for  the  pre.=ervatlon  of  the  books  "—these  are  the 
noble  teims  of  its  greatest  kenef«,ctor. 

it  may  never  vie,  indeed,  with  the  sumptuous  libra- 
ries ol  the  o!d  world,  in  the  magni^ide  or  nrugnificence 
ot  their  atructure.  or  in  the  costliness  and  raity  of  their 
ooutenti^  We  have  aimed  at  no  imposing  facade  or 
splendid  coloaadts.  But  it  is  conttdeutlj  believed, 
that,  by  the  skill  of  our  Ipgeniou^  architect  ( Mr.  C  K. 
Kitby  ),  few  buildings  will  l>e  found  to  etiual  it  in  prac- 
tical appiopriBten«-'-8  and  convenience;  and  that, 
through  the  .ilsrriminating  care  ot  the  distinguished 
Irustees  ol  i\w  Library— our  Everetts  and  Ticknors, 
ajid  ffburtltffi.,  who,  like  the  LvinRS.  and  AMors,  and 
Co,'gj^welis  ol  a  sieter  city,  are  devoting  themselves  so 
aSsiu'jousIy  to  this  particular  provinoo— no  collection 
kA  books  will  ultimat*  ly  surpass  it  in  its  adapUtion  to 
the  iraprovemeiit  and  instruction  of  a  free  peojle. 

Ueie,  especialiy,  wnl  be  colLcied  wiihocc  delay, 
whatever  may  thiow  light  on  the  great  pfaot  cal  arts 
which  lave  characterized  our  age  and  .jouniry 
tnd  whatever  may  assist  our  ingenious  .nechau- 
ics  and  iu\entois— second  to  none  through>iut  the 
world— iu  their  attempts  still  further  to  simplify  the 
magic  processes,  andperlecttbem<irvelous  imp  eioeuts 
and  engines,  by  which  difliculUes  and  dista  ices  may  be 
annihilated. 

Here,  too,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  found,  from  time 
tatime,  whatever  our  people  mti^  be  able  to  point  to, 
as  the  product  of  their  onn  iiiU  higencc,  their  own  ire- 
niua.  their  own  .ustiUitions.  Here  will  be  seen  the 
whole  body  of  American  literature,  as  it  shall  grad- 
ually unfold  and  develop  itself  uader  the  intluenoc  of 
Am<rican  liberty  No  l>ook  or  pamphlet,  ctrtaiuly, 
which  ."hall  cmiiiiate  troiu  a  Bontou  mind  or  a  Boston 
pen,  will  be  '.org  wanting  to  its  hholves.  For  here,  as 
nt:c  after  another  of  her  fons  or  ot  her  daughters  shall 
employ  ihe  talent  >vhich  her  schools  or  her  social  ad- 
vantages shall  have  enabled  them  to  Improve,  tht'v  will 
themselves  be  seen  haster.ii,g  to  lay  the  earlie-t  fruits 
upcn  the  maternal  ul.ar.  Ia  the  admirable  language 
or  I  ne  cf  our  early  benefactor-"  Every  son  of  Bo.-'ton 
Jiittlj  icgurdu  the  city  as  au  11  ustif-ius  parent  "—and 
heie  that  taient  may  peculiarly  be  pictured  as  opening 
her  lap  to  receive  gifts  fiom  her  grateful  children— at 
orce  thepltdgcs  of  their  love  and  the  proofs  of  their 
worthiness. 

Aid  now.  Fellow  Citizens,  we  should  be  ungrateful 
weie  wf  to  forget,  on  this  occasion,  those  among  the 
living,  and  these  among  the  dead,  to  whom  we  are  In- 
dtb!(d  for  Ihe  f»t.^blis!>ment  and  endonnieut  of  this 
lustllulJon.  llie  buildiu;:.  Indeed,  upon  whose  walls 
we  are  standinir,  is  ii.ttnded  to  be,  and  is,  wholly  a 
ci;y  building,  it  owe.s  its  projocUou  and  its  progress 
.o  the  enlightened  aid  liberal  counsels  of  thesucces.slve 
City  C«>TGiiitneuts,  who  buve  made  the  icoe-i'ary  ap- 
piop.la!*..tis  for  the  purchase  of  the  alio  and  for  the 
eieciiou  cf  the  cdiflcc.  It  owes  much  to  your  immedi- 
ate p.idtce  -or  (Hon.  Benjsmin  .Seaver),  and  it  owes 
!-iiil  note  lo  yourself,  Mr  Mayor,  and  to  your  assooi- 
ates  in  the  present  t^ity  Council.  I  am  f>orsundcd, 
O^nileieen  of  th«  two  branches,  that  If  the  enterpris- 
Itg  ccnirsctor  (Mr.  Nathan  Drake),  and  the  fai;hful 
laborers  in  his  employ,  shall  fulHll  the  promi.>.c  of 
these  first  beginnings,  }ou  will  have  no  cau^e  to  regret 
wAat  you  have  done.  J  am  |K:rsuaded  tnut  you  will 
lid  few  Items  on  the  list  of  your  annual  expenditure*, 
bsyour  terms  of  service  longer  or  shorter,  upon  whicli 
jiiuuill  look  back  with  greater  satlsfaciion  or  with 
gasater  pride,  nor  any  item  tor  which  the  whole  people 
of  BcstoD.  in  all  time  to  come,  will  be  ready  to  ac- 
liAwjcdge  themselves  more  deeply  in  your  debt. 

put  we  ba»c  (.thi;r  snd  iudiviiiual  benefactors  to  be 
nmembered  in  connection  with  this  work.  And,  first 
01  all,  it  l)ec(  in<-s  n*  to  name  with  th.-  highest  distiuc- 
HoPf and  with  the  most   urateful   regard  and   respect. 

that    tBkiti«t>t     and     a'C^flent    ni«r..l,.<iit    a.ti/1    iMuiltAr 

*  hr'm,  though  long  re»ideiit  ia  l.ondou,  we  are  always 
proud  to  recognise  and  to  c*aim  as  a  nat>e  son  of  Mas- 
»clmsctth— .JtjsnuA  BATEC—whose  munificent  dona- 
tlcn  of  tifly  thousand  dollars,  with  its  wise  and  well- 
oonsideied  conditions,  put  an  end  to  all  further  doubt 
that  this  isbtitution  would  have  an  immediate,  ;  rosper- 
(1IS  and  pe'inanent  existence- 

A  mid  all  Ihe  cares  aid  riches  and  honors  by  which 
he  18  surrounded  In  tte  dittiuguished  position  wh'oh 
his  intc-giity  and  eu*e.'prj<e  have  so  worthdy  won  for 
him  in  tlo  metmpnliv  of  old  England,  he  has  never 
t('r(<otfeii  his  hnmbPj  l>i....,r.5»ipi,  his  early  friend.),  or 
hi»  native  soil,  l^t  him  r>c  assured  that  the  metropolis 
ol  New  England  dtKie  not  forget  him  on  this  occasion, 
nor  will  ever  full  to  hold  h:,o  name  and  charact«r  in 
trei'h  and  grateful  remembrance.  We  send  him  our 
gTcrliiigH  ifiis  (lay  frnm  these  firm  fcundations  r^\  au 
MisiitiitiC'ii  whioh  owes  ho  much  to  hi?  unprompted  and 
nrstinfed  generosity,  and  we  waft  the  best  wishes  of  a 
htiiidrfU  thousand  hearts  across  the  Atlantic  for  his 
cciitinurd  ptosperity  and  welfare. 

In  fit  conr.tcllon  with  this  central  fli^iire  In  the  gronp 
cf  oui  l>«iefactors,  we  Utxt  recall  a  name  asaocUted  ia 
-ticresfive  gereratiOns  with  not  a  lew  of  our  mo«t 
tHiu»d  Keraiiiarie^  ofediiCation  hihI  of  science,  and  now 
worthily  worn  by  one  bf^m  and  bred  and  at.il'  residing 
among  us — one  whose  e>  eel  lent  word.-*  I  have  just  quot- 
ed, and  who  is  proncnt  with  us  at  this  moment,  to  re- 
ceive cr.r  Cordial  and  grateful  acknowle  tgments.— 
Jonathan  I'hillips;— may  he  long  Iw  spared  to  wnn^a 
the  re^ullM  of  his  la>-g«?  and  timeiv  bo«iuty ! 

Ai  d  there  are  others  witn  us  here  on  this  ocOiision, 
^huff  iarly  and  libernl  gifts  of  money  or  ofbook^  can- 
not l)e  forgotten. 

I  need  i.it  name  a  late  Mayor  of  our  City,  (Hon. 
J«  hn  I".  Bigeiov.)  who  so  taandsorcu  iv  diverted  the 
amount  ^^hich  had  b^cn  raised  for  a  well -merited  me- 
morial 01  his  own  laitlitiil  s<'rvirf*.  to  th««  t>«iri>fj««  of 
conferring  a  fresh  benefit  on  those  who  had  thus'sought 
to  honor  liiro 

I  ne«d  not  name  the  distinguished  and  eliHiuent  ora- 
tor and  statesman,  (^loa.  Rd«iu-d  UvMvtt.)  who  wm 
feen.  ab'nt  the  sanif  !ime,  in  fuHillment  of  a  previous 
and  diet ishcd  cnrpo^-e.  gathering  up  the  accumulated 
treasures  >;{  ),ig  loDg  puliio  life,  and  laying  them  at  the 
ftet  of  thot-e  in  whosu  bt-half  he  had  already  so  suocc^- 
fuHv  and  -o  biilliantl.s  ciunloyed  ih>jni 

Others,  t*o,  might  t>e  referred  to.  among  the  living, 
ai:d  Some  I'f  tlicm  ariiong>the  present,  who  have  made 
larve  and  vi.luabii 


derive  a  more  than  commrij  interest  and  valje  from 
the  service  in  which  you  are  about  to  empJoy  it 

And,  hi  the  language  of  our  city  motto.  May  (*od  be 
with  us  as  he  was  with  o«r  father*' 

Hayor  Smith  then  addresFed  the  assembly  ftfffcllowe 

MAYOR    SMnH'P"  ATrtmESS. 

Fallow  Citi/ens— The  iavmg  of  this  corner  stone, 
with  solemn  eeremonies.  will  »e  regarded  in  after tifficB 
as  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  Boston. 

The  eommissioners  haviiig  iu  charge  the  respoi^i- 
bJlJty  of  carrying  forward  to  completion  the  editioe  »o 
auspieioasly  coinmeuced.  happily  tor  thcrrmlves^  eujuy 
the  perfe«t  coulidsnce  of  a  community  appreviutiug  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  studying  the  oplulous, 
the  publubed  attainments  and  suggesMons  of  tbose  who 
have  f>i  eceded  them  on  the  acti>e  stage  of  ilia,  wUich 
are  to  be  collected  here  and  systematically  arranged. 

Ycu,  Mr.  I'Yesidtnt,  the  tlescendant,  aud  bef.»Jnt  trie 
nemeof  one  \rho  is  ttliistrious  in  the  annals  of  tiic 
oouBtry,  who  a'sl.ited  in  tlie  first  sertleract:t  cf  Ptoeton, 
a  theatre  on  whi«h  i  ?:traj)rdlr>«ry  movemeats  havc-fin''.e 
transpired,  have  an  opporttinitv  on  this  ocsaston  of  be- 
ing idea  titled  ViixTk  a  celebration  ooouriiug  oa  the  sws 
Hundred  and  ivTeutyflfth  anniversary,  that  will 
tT-'Asmilyour  patriotic  serx'ices  most  fnvoroMy,  to 
irM«i »  generations,  n.<«oclated  with  the  iutelll0Mio«  a 
pubiiu  spirit  of  your  birthplace: 

Wirije  mouumentr  raised  to  perpetuate  the  iemem»' 
brance  of  great  events  may  nave  watited  away,  and  the 
special  ol*{ects  for  which  they  were  reared  are  lost  to 
tue  archives  of  chronology  In  tho  revolutions  to  which 
nations  are  incident,  those  proviinous  which  oontom* 
plate  the  intellectual  advancement  of  man  are  the 
surest  and  most  hopefully  ca*cnialed  to  endure  through 
the  ever  changing  couditloiie  of  society. 

Civilizatlsn  is  essentially  dependent  for  its  progrcrr 

ffi^tn^  itthj>n  ftf  ttnigfl  who  have  wrotight  problems  in 
e  TirnJn^Trtnamni'nai  wntcn  luey  occupied,  and 
whose  collected  wl.sdom  In  book*  Is  IV  common  foun- 
tain from  wltieh  each  .-ucceeding  a:jc  takes  a  departure 
foriiewexploiation.^' into  tho  regiwua  of  imagination, 
art,  literature,  and  science. 

Ihe  moral  atmosphere,  tbeclaims  of  Christianity,  do- 
mestic comfort  and  economy,  the  courtesies,  iullueuoe 
and  dignity  of  any  people,  are  l>e::t  sustained  where 
trie  I  ubllcf-entim'nt  Is  habitually  directed  avd  strength- 
cntd  by  a  Judicious  .'jstem  nf  general  education. 

lhi»  free  library  will  secur**.  if  human  forc»>gU»  can 
fccoouiplish  it,  the  certain  means  of  sapplyiug  every 
man,  woman  and  child,  wlio  is  qualified  to  read,  with- 
in our  bonndaries,  with  an  unfailing  source  of  intel- 
lectual gratitioatioii  ai.d  rHtional  enjoyment. 

When  this  large  concourse  of  spectators— the  crowds 
ol  mo\ing.  thinking  beings,  who  are  threading  their 
way  through  the  narrow  stiteU,  and  tlie  bu«#y  inhabi- 
tants rtslding  in  pleasant  habitations- have  returned 
to  rest  in  the  bosom  of  their  mother  earth,  and  even  a 
lar  larger  population  shall  be  standing  in  their  places, 
v»ho  aie  yet  unborn,  and  the  tluonged  avenues  exteud- 
cd  beyond  their  piesent  limits  to  the  surrounding  envi- 
rons, this  noble  institution,  we  fondly  trust,  will  re- 
main firmly  established,  braced  and  defended  against 
the  arsault^  of  Ignorai.ce,  fanaticism  or  political  tur- 
nioii,  the  pride  aiid  crowning  glory  of  our  beloved 
city. 

«lf  what  value  is  mere  wealth,  without  a  cultivation 
rf  tb<sc  Immortal  attribuus  that  wiil  nev?r  die'  When 
the  rtsults  of  honest  lidu«tr\  become  instrumentaliiies 
lor  develofin^'  t'jc  mind,  end  muitlplving•^'.^ources  for 
betteri:tig  the  conditions  of  humanity,  society  is  per- 
manently advanced  That  phUosopby  is  false  which 
only  provid«^  for  the  few  what  (iod  in  his  goodness 
itvidently  designed  for  ail.  1  his  idea  has  been  beauti- 
lUliy  illustrated  in  the  munitlcent  benefactions  made  to 
this  Library  (jentlemcn  eminent  for  their  probity, 
elevated  pwltlons,  energy  of  purpose,  sympalhy,  lo*e 
01  hom- nnd  love  of  country,  have  remembered  those 
lei-s  fortunate  than  themselves,  by  bestowing  the  accu- 
mulations of  succohtul  labor  with  unsparing  liberality 
on  this  long  to  be  cherished  temple  ol  knowletlgc. 
Yi  ho  dees  not  repent  the  names  of  .lushua  Bites  .lona- 
thaii  I  hillips  and  Abbott  Lawrence  with  feeling"  of 
ret-jiect  alone  due  to  exalted  moral  worth  and  virtue  ' 
May  their  example  in  the  infancy  of  the  institution 
lend  to  call  forth  a  lewiering  patronage  in  ether  direc- 
tloBS  from  those  who  are  to  lollow  in  the  same  exhaust- 
Iti^s  fields  of  enterprise,  that  a  current  of  vitality  so 
necessary  to  the  t)erpetuity  of  the  undertaking  shall 
never  cease  t^  flow. 

TaM  City  Councils  and  the  present  have  discharg*  d 
their  afhcial  duties  acceptably  and  satisfactorily  to  a 
vigilant  public  in  lesf^ct  to  their  legislation  for  the 
library.  Their  earnest  erdeavors  to  give  form  and 
character  to  the  designs  cf  the  original  projectors,  un- 
iitlc  them  to  the  consideration  and  gratitude  of  their 
Censtituents.  I'ostenty  will  n-oogni/«  them  individu- 
ally as  faithful  ser  vunts.  vt  hn  planttd  that  others  might 
participate  in  the  rich  fruitji  t.f  the  harvest. 

Uithln  the  metalic  case  let  into  this  huge  block  of 
stone,  hermeticallv  sealed,  is  a  brief  account  of  the 
preparations  fur  the  transiictlons  in  whirh  we  are  en- 
gaged, with  various  d<.runicnts,  chro.ilcies,  a  register 
ol  the  municipal  orgunization,  together  with  ordinanc- 
es, coins,  the  cify  newspapers  ot  the  day,  an  engraved 
tablet  and  photographic  miniatures. 

Contemplate  for  a  moment  that  distant  perlo<l  when 
this  fair  ritv  sliali  1/  ve  expanded  over  a  territory  of 
many  mileii  into  tin-  Mihiirbsn  precincts,  and  adjacent 
cities  coalescing  (o  the  population  to  hundreds  of  thou- 
ssnds,  or  even  millions,  and  comtueiue,  luauufaclures 
aid  industrial  pursuits,  have  given  It  a  wide  spread 
renown. 

A  point  of  cuimiaation  will  come  at  last.  Decay- 
slow,  tut  sure,  iilfc  the  admonitions  of  gray  hairs,  can- 
not Ik;  resisted.  Hival  ports  may  rise  to  view,  the  «ld 
familiar  chauels  of  trade  become  choked,  till  inch  ky 
tncb,  weak  and  powerless,  the  stately  dwellings  are  for- 
saken, the  massive  warehouses  crumble  into  niin.  n«»g- 
h  cud  and  unowned,  in  the  last  phase  of  approaching 
cbliteiation,  sore.-;  curious  aL>ti<|<juiiaii  tiaveler— s'iniu- 
latfd  by  a  7e»\  '.i.t  .li-co-ejn  ,  npa- soiitiiamona  the  lu- 

I??f,n'y^,^i^v4'':n.'r.^3Sl:*^m'ew7£C^^ 

till  of  the    cuce   Cilcbraud    Common  vveailU   of  Maraa- 
cbusetts. 

The  memorials  about  to  be  lowered  Into  place  are  ac- 
tually uesigned  for  examination  when  all  tliese  mighty 
charges  hav*"  l)ecji  effected.  What  emotions  they  may 
excite,  to  what  sj.eculations  they  may  give  rise,  or  to 
what  conclusion  ihcy  may  lead,  can  neither  be  foretold 
or  toiaglne-d. 

tjhould  the  language  in  whijh  they  are  writb^n  be 
lost,  and  a  new  race,  speaking  a  dialect  not  yet  de- 
vi^ed,  heieafter  obtain  pi«sessioi.  of  our  d>  ligntiul  in< 
bciltatiCc,  Ihe  exact  representation  of  the  features  of 
several  persons  now  btandiug  in  y  our  presence  miy  t>e 
contemplated. 

In  sboit,  enough,  in  all  probability^  will  survive  the 
fr.clion  of  some  coming  thousands  of^years,  should  uo 
ut  forei-een  accident  occur  to  disturb  the  foundation,  to 
give  a  comprehensive  notion  of  the  artJ,  ..>ociaI  order, 
government  and  tendencies  ot  the  inhabitants  by 
whom  the  articles  w>  re  f'Hhi  tCHt*-'!. 

If  these  are  nnpr«»litah!e  spxo'.iUtions,  they  are  b>th 
grave  aiid  agreeable  topics  lot  leflecuou. 

Harmony  of  action  cnaracterize-  the  inauguration  of 
this  ta\  oiite  iiiStilution.  l^et  thej^e  who  hav<'  charge  of 
it  in  its  maturity  distinguish  themselves  by  a  CalthfUl 
devotion  to  the  plan  maiked  out  by  the  early  friends, 
still  living,  to  watch  over  its  infancy. 

In  closing  the--  '■h«»>rvatfoT)«,  ?r;'J  i^iurc  retiring  .*rom 
the  grtniid  c«n-enrated  to  the  use  of  all  ci:iz.'n'  of 
•veiy  denouuiiaii'.'O.  where  they  may  come  and  le^.m 
to  be  wife,  wl'hiiit  money  and  also  without  irlce, 
allow  me  »o  lemind  you  of  your  inestimable  prtvi'  'g^ 

Familiarity  with  our  btesuugs  may  eventuate  In 
eaielessr.esF,  and|to  a  neglect  oFeffbrta  on  which  their 
idsMlity  rnsMily  ii<"i«ends. 

While  ibe  public  schools,  in  connection  with  this 
library,  are  confided  to  the  projection  of  qualified  con- 
servators, Boston  may  challenge  the  world  for  a  paral- 
lel systezii  of  pcpular  t.ducation. 

Grateful  to  cnr  Puritan  loefalhers,  who  In  oommen- 
«in«  the  firwt  ►citlime-Tif  of  Now  Kngland.  mad*!  .ea-on- 
■  blv  |,r»-|>«riitloi>s  fV,r  the  frr*-  •^liioalion  nf  vnalh.    It    l« 

tha  undeniable  duty  of  ours.  Ives  and  emr  successors  to 
uphold  what  th*y  so  generously  established. 

Thanking  you,  genth  mil  of  the  City  Council,  and 
yon.  Mr.  President,  Ihe  Board  of  (,'ommissioners.  the 
Trustees,  the  donors,  whose  judicious  liberality  places 
us  under  a  weight  of  never  ending  obligation,  and  v«mi, 
IvMow  citireiis    who  have  expended  to  er-Cti  »»><   nil  »f 
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It  Ib  lit,  luy  frkncls.  tbat  such  a  transaction,  on  such 
ft  <iay,Bhoul(l  be  marked  by  Boraethln^  of  public  and 
Kolimn  cereiiionitti.    li  is  lit  tliat  the  voice  ot  prayer 
^b<.ul<i  lAt  lifted  up  at  huch  an  hour  aiu!  io  such  a  on- 
ntttioD,  fcud   tbttt  fcoiig;*   of  (.fMsti  should  llow  forth 
fr(  m  ibe   ;)p8  mid  froin  the  heurtu  of  the^  graceful 
younx  luditif  and  ilitbt;  Juyou^  pupilH  of  (.hu  eohouU).    It 
is  t-iuiLeiitly  lit  that  the  cout-crij/t  tulher^  ol  the  clcy    , 
ulioul'l   le>  d  the  tanctlon   of  I  heir  ofllcial  presence  to    ' 
tilt  tcfeiie,  and  that  poiue  word  ot  remenibrancc,  of  oon- 
CratulatiO)'  ana  of  ho{>e,  should  xiot  be  wautint;  on  the    \ 
part  of  thoro  who  have  been  bonurtd  with  a  curnmis-   i 
>'i<'ii  to  coiiduci  yt)  iiilerebtiug  a  worlc.  i 

1  tbiuk   uiyseit  buppy,  Mr.  Mayor,  in   being  privi- 
leged. »m  I'letiuent  ot  the  liotud,  r,i  speak  thtit  word,    I 
»»id  iu   hiiui^  allowed   to  assixiate  niy-elf,  la  ever  so    | 
bumble  u  uiuimer,  wHh  this  crowning  act  of  the  inatu- 
liiy  of  my  native  place.  . 

Ai>d  liow,  leilow  civizen^,  it  is  oiobt  axreeable  tu  re- 
flroT  that  the  Institutiou  which  we  are  euga^eU  thia  day  I 
in  ^s!bbJi.^hlrl(?,  is  in  tuou  i>recit;e  and  beautiful  confor-  ' 
luity  witn  the  policy  aud  the  principles  of  th&je  noble  ' 
coloiiibts  by  whom  lixton  wu'  fouudcU.  Toa  oft«u,  I 
alus,  iu  the  prof;rek»  ol  great  cities,  tlie  mo^t  codtly  , 
aiid  cuiicpicuMb  himc'.urH.d  h^Jive  oulv,  as  tbey  ritte,  to  i 
si^naJlze  ttiiue  frtsh  depurtuie  from  the  uiuipliuity  uad  ' 
purity  ot  ihe  olden  titnc.  But  M'e  are  here  to  «r(Mst  ao  ! 
tuch  Dibiiuibt-ijt  of  our  owu  uuj^eneiacy.  We  are  here  ! 
to  eniEraft  uo  strange  or  uucougeniul  branches  upon  | 
the  old  Puiitau  viue.  We  have  come  rather,  in  ttie 
fu^net-B  of  time,  to  cp.rjy  out  to  its  le,{iiimate  cousum-  ■ 
uiution  a  system  which  was  tlic  peculiar  pride  aud  glory  I 
ol  the  New  Kugljind  btitler.s.  auii  whioh  ihev  ohenshtid  ] 
SLd  cultivated  »»  the  i8peciul  streuKtb  and  ttafeguiird  of 
the  civil  ai>d  religious  freedom  which  they  planted  upon  ! 
tbf^e  shores.  | 

Wiih  9  wisdom  and  a  forecast  which  seem,  as  we  ' 
look  back  upon  them,  little  less  than  the  imokediate 
prompilDgf  of  a  iJivlLC  I'ower,  the  fathers  of  Ma-sa- 
chucette  and  fouiiders  ol  liotitou  allowed  scarcely  an 
b<  ur  tu  elapMe  alter  their  arrival,  before  makiug  some 
incipient  pro>it>ion  for  tbe  public  instruction  of  their 
children.  Within  live  >ears  alter  Trimouutaine  was 
calhd  Boston,  the  bUiall  beginuiugs  of  our  common 
i'chcol  6}  stem  may  be  distiuctly  traced  upou  our  an- 
cient tecordH.  And  from  thiit  dav  to  this,  the  institu- 
ticLS  ol  fiee  populai  educutiou  have  ^one  on  from 
6ljtn|{tb  to  htreuxih— have  been  extended  aud  im- 
proved  jear  by  ytnr  uuder  the  liberal  and  fostering 
cate  of  our  public  authoriiief— until,  during  the  siugle 
y(ftr  last  i-ast,  nearly  26,000  children  have  received 
within  our  cl'y  limits  as  good  an  education  as  the  wide 
world  can  afl'ord,  without  cost  or  charge  to  thciui«elres, 
but  at  the  willingly  incunea  expense,  all  told,  of  little 
le(>8  thau  four  bundled  thousand  do  lars  to  the  Tublio 
Trta8u-\  .* 

By  the  inuuilicent  bequest  of  a  native  kou  of  Boiton, 
— wl'.osc  name  will  be  remembered  amou^  ux  as  iuug  as 
tie  i'yraiuid^  amid  which  that  innuorablo  co<liuil  was 
conceivi'd,  or  the  palaces  of  the  I'uarauhs  on  one  of 
\«hich  it  wu»  written,  ('lobn  Lj»vtll,  Jr.,)  a  system  of 
r  ree  Lectures  has  been  added,  of  late  year«,  to  our 
other  means  of  popular  instruction,  and  hax  abundant- 
ly justiiied  the  gcn<'roua  purposes  of  its  lamented  foun- 
der. 

But  e<lucatiou  does  not  end  with  the  schools;  nor  is 
all  tducbtion  conducted  withiii  the  school-room  or  the 
lectuie-room.  Even  a  college  degree  is  bu'.  the  siguiti- 
caut  A.  U.  ol'  a  whole  aJph»b>:t  of  learuins  atlll  to  be 
acquired.  The  great  work  oti«elf-culture  remaius  to  be 
eaijled  on  long  uitt^i  iiaateiH  tin-i  lutoro  aud  Trofes- 
sors  have  fluiHhtil  the)r  labors  at.d  exhausted  their  arts. 
And  nosmuii  part  of  th^ti  work,  I  need  hfirdlysay,  is  to 
be  carried  on  under  the  iuflueuce  of  good  reading  and 
by  the  aid  of  gecd  bookf. 

TVI't*  bhuii  undei  take  to  measure  the  importance  or 
ealcu.'aic  the  value  of  good  reading,  as  an  intitrumeut 
in  advarclDK  the  welfare  and  promoting  the  happiness 
of  mankind?  Even  one  good  boox,  read  by  sualchea, 
in  the  intervals  of  labor,  or  in  the  watches  of  the  night, 
— fvhat  unspeakable  comfort  aud  aid  has  it  not  often 
Imparted  to  the  humblest,  or,  it  may  be,  to  the  loftiest, 
mind  and  heart ! 

1 1'peak  not  of  the  Bible — which  is  an  exceptiou  iu 
all  books,  and  which  mij^ht  almost  be  a  stubslitute  for 
all;— a  Library  in  Itself,  ubie  alone  to  carry  civiliza- 
tion ond  oulmre  into  every  home  whore  it  is  thorough- 
iv  and  thankfully  and  thoughtfully  read;— Itself  the 
Corner  Stone  of  all  Cluist>uu  Literature  forever! 

But  even  among  book^  of  merely  human  composition 
and  origin,  ano  dealiug  with  merely  humin  and  mor- 
tal relations  aud  inter OKtA, — how  many  have  there  not 
been,  and  are  there  not  still, — for  a  good  biK>k  never 
dJtf,— of  a  power  not  only  to  afford  imutcment  or 
instru  Uiou  tor  an  hour  or  a  day,  but  to  mould  a  whole 
charao.:%r,  and  marshal  a  whole  life!  Uow  many  of 
the  mighlittt,  as  well  us  of  the  humbler,  intellects  of 
the  world's  history  have  borne  testimony  tu  the  intlu- 
euce  of  '  the  precious  life-blood  of  some  master-spirit, 
embalm<;d  and  treasured  upon  purpose  to  a  lito  beyond 
life!" 

Need  1  recall  to  you  the  example  of  our  own  Frank- 
lin, who  tells  UH  bunralf,  in  his  charming  little  autobl- 
oxraphv,  that,  while  indulging  his  'a-tsiouaie  toudneM 
for  reaair./;,  as  a  child  of  twelve  years  old,  he  found 
anicng  the  lew  l>ooks  which  hl«  father  could  afford  to 
own,  "  a  work  of  lie  Foe's,  entitled  an  '  VsMy  on  Pro- 
jects,' from  wliioh,  perhaps  (says  ^e),  1  derived  impres- 
sions that  have  siuoe  intliienced  Home  of  the  principal 
event*  of  my  liie!°'  Or,  ue«U  1  remind  you  how  muob 
of  that  clear,  pure,  transparent  style,  which  distin- 
guixhed  him  abo',  ealmotit  fJl  other  American  writers, 
or  evi  n  Knelish  writers  of  bis  own  day,  or  of  any  day, 
be  attributed  to  'he  use  which  he  had  made  of ''an  odd 
Toli'iTie  of  the  Spertator  which  IfcU  into  bin  hands''  by 
the  merest  accident. 

Such  were  the  instruments  by  which  the  great  Bos- 
tonian  pursued  thut  system  of  self-oulture  which  pre- 
pared him  for  his  wonderful  career  as  a  philoxouiier 
and  a  patriot  ;—bookf,  odd  volumes,  sometimes  found 
by  chance  on  the  meagre  shelves  ot^  tbe  family  book- 
case,— sometimes  faliiug  iuto  his  hands  by  loss  natural 
and  accountable  accidents — sometimes  borrowed 
from  fellow-upprentices  and  read  by  stealth  while  they 
were  sleeping.  "  Hon  often  (says  be)  has  it  happened 
to  me  to  pa^s  the  nl^ht  in  reading  by  my  bedside,  when 
the  book  had  been  lent  and  was  to  be  returned  the  next 
morning,  lest  it  might  be  mixsed  or  wanted!"  And  you 
all  remember  the  practical  teotlmonv  which  he  irave  to 
bis  own  t-euse  of  the  value  of  reading,  by  Hetting  on 
foot  the  very  llrst  Social  Circulating  Lihrary  known  to 
th<:  Annals  of  the  world. 

But  I  may  uot  take  up  more  of  the  time  of  this  occa- 
sion in  rhaiicodies  upon  reading,  or  in  illustrating  or 
exemplifying  the  value  of  good  books.  I  have  said 
more  thnn  enough  already  to  Justify  the  remark,  that 
in  eetablifhing  this  Free  Public  Library,  we  are  but 
carrying  forward  another  otage.  and  that  a  grett  stage, 
towaids  its  ultimate  consummation  and  perfection,  that 
noble  system  of  popular  education  which  our  fathers 
founded.  It  ha."  originated  <n  uo  mere  design  to  fur- 
nish a  report  for  pr^ftssed  scholarx,  where  they  may 
pursue  their  studies,  ur  prosecute  their  researches,  hi«i- 
tcrical  or  classical,  scientillo  or  literary— important  as 
such  an  object  might  be.  It  is  to  be  eminently  a  libra- 
ry for  the  |>eoi>le — for  the  whole  people. 

Doubtless,  In  the  gradual  accumulation  of  euoh  a  libra- 
ry as  we  hope  to  Sfe  here — or  as  we  hope  others  at  least 
will  tee  here — when  this  spacious  area  shall  be  filled 
with  books,  and  when,  perhape^  the  building  now  about 
to  te  erected  shp'l  have  been  extended  to  the  utmost 
limits  of  this  a  nple  lot — doubtlesH,  in  the  gradual  ac- 
cvmulaticn  ef  !<  <ch  a  Library  as  future  geoHratiuus 
Will  wituevs  and  enjoy  here — no  books  will  be  excluded 
because  tliey  may  nut  seem  to  be  of  immediate,  general, 
or  popular  u)-e  or  interest.  No  books,  certainly,  will 
ever  ne  rejected,  in  this  laud  of  universal  education 
I  aid  lntelligei.ee,  as  being  beyond  the  oonipreheuidon 
or  ra)>acity  of  the  people.  Tbat  comprcoension  will  be 
subjected  to  no  narrow  (piage,  nor  that  capacity  meas- 
nr«d  by  any  reduced  or  stinted  stAudard.  Those  who 
I  shall  have  charge  from  time  to  time  ot  makiug  its  col- 
Uctions,  '."  i;':  vot  be  illcely  to  forget  ihat  we  are  no 
dwindled  or  degenerate  oftSpring  of  a  race,  which  John 

1  Milton  80  LObly  and  !>o  justly  characterized,  when  he 
stiid — ''  Lorus  aud  C'otumons  of  Euglana.  consider  what 
nutiou  it  is  whereof  ye  are,  and  whereof  ye  are  goverrr- 
Off;  a  nation  nut  slow  and  dull,  but  of  a  quick,  inge- 
nious and  piercing  spirit;  acute  to  invent,  nuotle  and 
si'icwy  to  discour-e,  not  beteath  the  rash  of  any 
point  tbe  highest  that  human  capacity  can  soar  to.'' 
Here,  doubtless,  in  due  time,  will  be  found  works  of 


iivjug,  anu  lucsc  among  rue  ut&u,  lo  wuom  we  are  in- 
dtbud  iot  the  *-iitiibli«'i>n:tut  and  endowneut  of  this 
iiihtltution.  Ihe  Luildiu;;.  indeed,  upou  who^e  walls 
we  arc  itaudiuii,  is  Intended  to  be,  aud  is,  wholly  a 
city  building,  it  owed  its  projection  and  its  progress 
.<>  tbe  eniigliteued  atd  lit>eral  couu.'ieh  of  tbe  successive 
City  C^oveiiitneutH,  who  have  made  the  ueoes»ary  ap- 
provlaliuiis  lor  the  purchase  of  the  Hito  and  for  the 
eieciiun  cf  tbe  edlilce.  It  owes  much  to  your  Immedi- 
8*c  pridtctvor  (lion.  BenjAmin  Seaver).  and  it  owes 
siiil  note  io  youreelf,  Mr.  Mayor,  ^nd  to  your  associ- 
ates in  the  present  Uity  Council.  I  am  persuaded, 
UeUtJeiren  of  tbe  two  brancties,  that  If  the  enterpris- 
itg  contractor  (Mr.  Nathan  Drake),  and  the  fuirhful 
laborers  in  hhi  employ,  shall  fulfill  the  promise  of 
vhese  first  beginnings,  >  ou  wiil  have  no  csuse  to  regret 
Wjtatyou  have  done.  I  am  persuaded  tnat  you  will 
Aid  few  items  on  the  list  of  your  annual  expenditure.^, 
b«>our  terms  of  service  luuger  or  shorter,  upon  which 
)«iu  Mill  look  back  with  greater  satisfaction  or  with 
gxister  pri  ie,  nor  any  item  for  which  the  whole  peupie 
orBostur,  iu  all  time  to  come,  will  be  ready  to  ac- 
tr^wjedge  themselves  more  deeply  in  your  debt. 

But  we  bttie-  other  sfid  iudlvidual  benefactors  to  be 
niuembeied  In  connection  with  this  work.  And,  first 
01  »1J,  it  beet  tries  us  to  name  with  the  'jighest  distiuc- 
tioii, and  with  the  moH  gratti'ul  reKard  and  respect, 
thai  toaiuent  and  fejtcKUaov  xoai^Ui^uit  uid  t>ai!ker. 
whom,  though  long  retiJeut  in  London,  we  are  always 
proud  to  recognise  and  to  daim  as  a  nat>e  son  of  Mas- 
skCbufettF— Joshua  Batkb— whose  munificent  dona- 
tion of  fifty  thout-aud  dollars,  with  its  wise  and  well- 
oon^ideied  conditions,  pur  an  end  to  all  further  doubt 
that  this  instituiiou  would  have  an  immediate,  prosyer- 
Ul^  and  pe.'inaiieut  existence. 

Amid  all  the  cares  and  riches  and  honors  by  which 
be  is  surrounded  in  tbe  diHtiuguuihed  positioa  which 
his  integi'ity  aud  euie^priie  have  so  worthdy  won  lor 
him  in  the  metropolis  of  uld  Kuxland,  he  has  never 
forgotteii  his  humble  lu:^innings,  his  early  friendi,  or 
his  native  soil.  Let  him  be  assured  tnat  the  m»-tropuiis 
of  New  England  dues  uot  forget  him  on  this  occasion, 
nor  will  ever  fuil  to  hold  his  name  and  character  iu 
treth  and  grateful  remembrance.  We  send  hlra  our 
gitelings  Ibi^  day  from  these  firm  foundations  of  an 
lustituiiok  whioh  owes  so  much  to  hi?  unprompted  aud 
urBtinted  ffencroslty,  aud  we  waft  the  best  wlshe-i  of  a 
hundred  tnoii^and  hearts  across  the  Atlantic  for  his 
coiLtinuf'd  prosperity  and  welfare. 

In  fit  conctction  with  this  central  figure  in  the  group 
of  oui  beteiactors,  we  next  recall  a  name  assuoiated  in 
uucces.-ive  generatiorns  with  not  a  few  of  our  most 
vtaiuid  hemiuariee  of  education  abd  of  soieuce,  aud  uow 
worthily  worn  by  cue  born  and  bred  and  sclll  residing 
among  us — one  whose  excellent  wordd  1  have  just  quot- 
ed, and  who  is  present  with  us  at  this  moment,  to  re- 
ceive o».r  cordial  and  grateful  acknowleigmeut«,— 
Jonathan  Phillips; — may  he  Iuug  be  spared  to  witness 
the  results  of  bis  large  and  timely  bounty ! 

Ai  d  there  are  others  with  us  here  on  this  oconsion, 
whofe  early  and  liberal  gifts  of  money  or  of  buokji  can- 
not be  forgotten. 

luted  i.-vt  name  a  late  Mayor  of  oar  City,  (Hon. 
John  P.  Bigelow,)  who  so  handsomely  diverted  tbe 
amount  which  had  been  raised  fur  a  well-merited  me- 
morial of  his  own  faithful  serviotis,  to  the  purpose  of 
conferring  a  fresh  btneiit  ou  those  who  bad  thus  sought 
to  honor  Llm. 

1  uetd  not  name  the  diBtingulshed  and  eloquent  ora- 
tor and  statesman,  (lion.  Edward  Everett,)  who  was 
tetu.  about  ihe  suuie  lime,  Iu  fulfl'lmeut  of  a  previous 
and  cherished  Durpor^e,  gathering  up  the  accumulated 
treasures  of  bis  long  public  life,  and  laying  them  at  tbe 
feet  of  tho^  in  whose  behalf  be  had  already  so  suooess- 
fully  and  so  brilliantly  employed  them. 

Others,  t«o,  might  be  referred  to,  among  the  Urliu, 
and  bome  of  them  aniong>the  pr«eaent,  who  have  made 
large  and  valuable  additions  to  our  collection,  or  who 
have  lendeied  services  to  our  Infant  library,  mare  vab 
uable  than  any  volumes:  and  more  than  one  might  be 
named,  had  they  not  forbidden  me  tu  name  them,  who, 
in  the  double  capacity  of  Commissioner  and  Trusteei 
or  in  the  threefold  capacity  of  Cominlssiouer,  Trustee 
and  Donor,  ha>  e  identllled  themselves  with  the  whole 
progreHS  aiul  prnsperltv  of  the  Institufon. 

N^r  can  I  omit  to  allude  to  that  ardent  and  enter- 
prising foreigner,  (Mons.  Vattemare,)  whose  offerings 
were  the  earliest  of  all,  aud  whose  euthuslastic  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  intellectual  and  literary  exchanges  among 
the  nations  ol  the  earth,  have  recently  called  forth  the 
commendations  of  a  Ouizot  and  a  Duptn  at  the  Acade- 
my of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences  at  Paris. 

Nor  shall  "  tbe  last,  best  gift ''  be  forgotten.  UoOor 
to  the  liberal  lady- (Mrs.  R.  I.  K.  Shepard,)  not  alone 
of  her  sex  in  rememberiug  us— who,  ou  the  very  eve  of 
this  occasion,  has  given  so  welcome  a  pledge  that  the 
mothers  aud  daughters  of  Boston  are  uot  insensible  to 
the  value  of  such  an  institution. 
But  the  living  must  not  alone  be  remembered  on 


•Tha  precise  flirurcn  In  the  City  Auditor's  Report,  Just 
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such  an  occasion  as  this.  I  cannot  forget  the  generons 
gift  of  that  intelligent  and  enlightened  publisher, 
whoee  name  had  so  long  been  the  beat  guarauty  of  a 
goC'd  Itook,  and  whom  few  of  us  can  miss  from  the 
scenes  of  bis  uselXil  and  honorable  occunations,  with- 
out a  keen  sense  of  personal  and  of  public  Ices— James 
Brown. 

I  cannot  forget,  either,  the  even  earlier  contribution 
of  that  kind-hearted  and  venerable  merchant,  Sarnuel 
Appleten,  whoee  countless  benefaotionf  to  our  commu- 
nity will  render  his  memory  fragrant  to  a  thousand 
generations. 

Still  less  may  I  omit  to  allude  to  the  reoent  most  lib- 
eral and  noble  betjuest  of  the  lamented  Abbott  Law- 
rence, a  be<iuest  which  we  would  all  have  prayed 
Heaven  still  longer  to  postpone.  His  life  was  better  to 
us  thau  any  legacy,— tor  his  heart,  untouched  to  the 
last  even  by  the  cruel  disease  which  pervaded  and  par- 
aly7Cd  every  other  organ,  was  in  every  good  cause,  and 
his  hand  w  as  ever  ready  to  sustain  what  his  heart  ap- 
proved. 

Thefo  all,  and  still  other  honored  names,  fellow  citi- 
zens, W'M  be  found  Inscribed  on  the  memorials  which 
we  are  about  to  deposit  beneath  this  massive  stone. 
They  are  not.  however,  about  to  be  buried  out  of  our 
remembrance.  They  will  be  registered  "  where  every 
day  we  may  turn  the  leaf  to  read  them."  They  will  be 
inscribed  on  tbe  hearts  of  all  true  Bostonlans,  and  our 
children  and  oiu  children's  children  will  repeat  them 
as  the  names  of  the  earliest  friends  and  benefactors  of 
an  institution,  which  le  destined,  in  all  time  to  come, 
to  l)e  tbe  source  of  so  much  true  satiafaotiun,  and  the 
.''ubject  of  so  much  just  pride. 

I  have  reminded  you,  Fellow-Citizens,  that  we  had 
fortunately  been  able  to  uppropriate  tu  thij*  oocasion 
the  Anniverstiry  of  the  Fouudation  ol  our  City.  But 
I  caiinot  but  remember  that  it  is  tbe  Anniversary  of 
another  great  and  memorable  event  in  more  recent 
American  History. 

"  Done  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimons  consent  ot 
the  States  present,  tbe  Heventeenth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  ol  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  nundred 
and  eighty-seven,  and  of  the  Inaei>endenoe  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  twelrih.  Iu  witness 
whereof  we  have  hereunto  subsoribed  our  namee. 

GEUUtiE  WASUiNUroN,  Preddent.' 

Such  is  the  final  clause,  and  such  the  illustrious  at- 
testation, of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, — 
whose  formation  is  thus  forever  identified  with  the  day 
on  which  we  are  asKembied. 

I  hail  the  omen  of  a  coincidence  which  thus  binds 
together,  by  the  associations  of  a  common  anniversary, 
the  birthday  of  our  city,  and  the  birthday  of  thp  Fe.-ier- 
al  Constitution.  Let  lu  renew  our  pledgee  of  fidelity  to 
tbem  both.  Let  us  accept  the  full  import  and  cherish 
tbe  whole  significance  ot  tbat  coincidence,  and  embrace 
our  entire  c»UDtry  in  the  good  wisiies  of  this  ocoaMion. 
And  while  we  lay  these  foundations  in  the  ho|>e  and  in 
Ibe  confidence  that  they  will  never  be  overturned  or 
shaken,  let  us  hope  aud  trust,  also,  tbat  they  will  not 
furvive  either  the  city  in  whose  service  am!  by  whose 
authority  they  are  laid,  or  tbe  liberty  of  which  that 
city  was  tbe  eradle,  or  tbe  Union,  which  is  the  best  and 
only  sure  guaranty  of  tbat  hberty.  May  these  walls 
never  witness  a  decayed  Boston,  a  prostrate  freedom, 
or  a  divided  nation '. 

It  only  remains  for  me,  Mr.  Mayor,  In  the  name  of 
my  brother  Comminsiouers — to  whose  faithful  aud  val- 
uable ';o-operation  in  executing  thus  far  the  trust  com- 
mitted lo  us,  I  hope  1  may  be  (>erinitted  thu>i  briefif  to 
bear  wHnese— to  invito  you  to  proceed  to  the  ceremony 
for  which  we  are  M<«embled,  aud  to  deliver  to  you  this 
trowel,  which  baa  been  prepared  for  the  purpoee,  aud 
which  is  to  be  ;ii-ei»er>'ed  as  a  memorial  of  the  ocoation. 
It  is,  as  you  perceive.  Sir,  of  no  precious  material  r,r 
eUborate  workmanship,  bat  we  are  Mtisfled  that  i(  ui\i 


^••'~  lucm  Ev  inc  cousiaerariuu  anu   grHt,tuiie  of  their 

Ctnstituents.  PoiiUnty  will  ricogni>.e  tnein  iudivldi.- 
ally  as  faithful  servants,  who  planUd  that  uther» might 
participate  in  the  rich  fruits  of  the  harvest. 

M  Ithin  the  luet&lic  ca»e  let  iuto  this  huge  block  of 
istcne,  liermetically  sealed,  is  a  brief  nouount  of  the 
preparations  fur  ttie  traiiMictions  m  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, with  various  d(.<.unieats,  chronicles,  a  register 
ol  the  muDlclpa!  organi/atiou,  together  with  ordinauo- 
es,  coins,  the  city  newspapers  of  the  day,  an  engraved 
tablet  and  photographic  inlniuturcs. 

Contemplate  tor  a  moment  that  distant  period  when 
this  lair  city  shall  huve  expanded  over  a  territory  of 
many  miles  into  the  suburban  precincts,  aud  adjacent 
Oties  Coalescing  to  the  pt>pulaltuu  to  huudred<)  ot  thou- 
»«<ud»>,  or  even  miliious,  and  touuuejoe,  uiauufacturett 
ard  indut^trial  pursuits,  have  given  1,'  a  wide  spread 
lenown. 

A  point  pf  cuimiaation  will  come  at  last.  Decay- 
slow,  tut  buie,  like  the  udmoniiioris  of  gray  hairs,  can- 
not be  resisted.  Kivul  ports  may  ri.-«e  to  view,  the  »l..l 
famihai  chauels  of  trade  become  choked,  till  iuoh  by 
inch,  weak  and  powerless,  the  stat«ly  dwellings  are  for- 
saken, the  mnssive  warebouces  crumble  into  ruin,  neg- 
KuUd  and  unowned.  In  the  last  phase  of  approaching 
obliteration,  some  curious  autiquaiiau  li a veler— stimu- 
lated by  a  zeal  for  diKConJ^i'.mayst'iirch  among  the  ru- 
tse  orpn»t  srchitcutu'Kt  9  fsaavai  *Pf  jH°^'n"  ^T^Sar 
zrousilaie  XTK  trvnnnTnai  UpUlVLire  OT  Tne  aiicleul  OBpi- 

tal  of  the  buce  celebrated  CoiiauouHeallu  uf  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Tbe  memorials  about  to  be  lowered  iuto  place  are  ac- 
tually designed  fur  exwiuinatiou  when  all  the.se  mighty 
changes  have  been  effected.  What  omotiorib  they  cvay 
excite,  to  what  sjieculations  they  may  give  rise,  ur  to 
what  conclusion  ihcy  may  lead,  can  neit,ier  be  foretold 
or  imagined. 

Should  the  language  in  whioh  they  are  written  be 
lost,  and  a  new  race,  speaking  a  dialect  not  yet  de- 
viled, heieafter  obtain  pcssessiou  of  our  delighttul  in- 
beritance,  the  (-xact  represc  ntaiion  of  the  features  of 
several  peisonti  now  staudiug  in  your  presence  may  be 
contemplated. 

In  shoit,  enough,  in  all  probability^  will  survive  the 
fricllon  of  some  coming  thousauds  of^years,  should  uo 
ui  luret-een  accident  occur  to  divturb  the  fouudation,  to 
give  a  compreheusive  notion  of  the  artd,  aoclal  order, 
govtrnment  and  teudencieH  ot  the  inhabitants  by 
whom  the  articles  w»re  labifcttt«fd. 

If  these  arc  iinpri^iialiie  speiitlations,  they  are  both 
grave  and  agreeable  topics  for  relleclion. 

Harmony  of  action  cuaracterizes  tho  inauguration  of 
thi:;  lavoiite  institution.  lx:t  those  who  have  charge  of 
it  in  its  maturity  distinguish  themselves  by  a  falthfhl 
devotion  to  the  jilau  marked  cut  by  the  early  friends, 
ttill  living,  to  watch  over  its  Infancy. 

in  clcbing  these  observations,  aud  before  retiring  from 
the  ground  c«n.'ecrated  to  the  use  of  all  citizens,  of 
•veiy  denoiuluutiou,  where  they  may  come  and  learn 
to  be  wife,  without  money  and  also  without  price, 
allow  me  to  remind  >ou  o:f  your  inestimable  privileges. 

Familiarity  with  our  blessings  may  evenluaUs  In 
eareleKsr.eM',  and|io  n  neglect  of  efforts  on  whioh  their 
stability  maluiy  iiepends. 

While  the  public  schools,  in  connection  with  this 
library,  are  confided  to  the  protection  of  qualifled  con- 
servators, Boston  may  ohallenge  the  world  for  a  paral- 
lel system  of  popular  education. 

Grateful  to  our  Pnrltan  forefathers,  wlio  in  oommen- 
oing  the  firi't  settlement  of  New  Kugland,  madeiteasou- 
able  preparations  for  tbe  free  education  of  youth,  it  la 
the  undeniable  duty  of  oursolvos  and  our  successors  to 
uphold  what  they  so  generously  established. 

Thanking  you,  gentlemen  ot  the  City  Connoll,  and 
r'ou,  Mr.  President,  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  th'e 
Trustees,  tbe  donors,  whose  Judicious  liberality  places 
us  under  a  weight  of  never  ending  obligation,  and  vou, 
leilow  citizens,  who  have  extended  to  each  and  all  of 
as  a  sustaining  inUueuce,  we  must  now  a^parate,  but 
with  grateful  recollections  of  the  past,  tocompauied  by 
an  earnest  aspiration  for  tho  continued  prosperity, 
bapplnesfl  and  untaroished  bcsor  of  the  ouy  of  Boa- 
ton. 

The  Mayor,  the  Commissioners,  Hon.  Jonathan  Phil- 
lips. Mr.  Everett,  and  other  gentlemen  then  descended 
from  the  platfbrm,  and  Uls  ILonor  performed  the  oere- 
niony  of  laying  the  corner  stone.  The  stone  itself 
was  five  f^t  eleven  inches  long,  three  feet  six  inches 
wide  and  three  fi[>et  two  inches  high.  Beneath  it  were 
placed  two  b<ixe< ;  one  made  uf  lead  containing  seventy 
newf^iapers.  including  all  the  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papeis  published  in  this  city.  Tho  other  was  made  of 
composition,  and  contained  the  the  following  articles: 

1.  A  Cr7stall'>type  LlkeneM  of  th«  CommWaiouori. 

2.  Crvatallbtypes  uf  the  TrasUes  uf  ttic  Library,  HIa 
Honor  the  Ma*  or  tbe  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
ran^-emeuta,  uf  the  BoarA  uf  Aldermen  and  Common 
Cuurcil. 

3.  HUvor  and  Copper  Coins  of  L8:S. 

4.  Franklin  and  tnty  Medals. 

5.  Kour  Medals  of  the  Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
prts^nted  by  ilun.  UavtU  Hears, 

6.  City  Documents  relatlUK  iu  the  Library,  emb'acina  Ita 
biatory  from  Ita  flrst  conception  to  the  present  time;  Mu- 
nicipal KeKlster.  Orkaiiizxtloii  of 'he  Sch-^ol  Cummltiee; 
Boston  Directory ;  boaton  Almanac ;  Catalogue  ot  itie 
Library. 

7.  Order  of  Exerrlaes,  Ac.  cnnnactf  d  with  tbe  laying  of 
tli<>  st^ne ;  Monnacrtptn  of  the  addresaes  of  tbe  Mayer  an<1 
I'reslacnt  Wlnthrop. 

8.  AjmasRive  Hllvfr  Plato,  boaring  the  foUowlnK  Inscrip- 
tion enKravtd  t)y  K   \V.  Uouvr,  \lz  : 

TUX   i;ilUNEU  STOXE   UE    A   BULLOINO 

fur  the 
PUBLIC  UBRABY  OF  TUK  CITY  OF   BOSTON., 
Laid  on  the  17th  dav  of  .September, 
A.  D.  \kV>, 
it  being  tho  226th  Annlvcraary  ot  the  dav  on  which  TBI- 

MOUNIAl><  waa  llrst  caUed   BO.STON, 

In  presence  of  fUK  CIPT  COCNCfL,  at  the   reiiu«»al  of 

ihe  Cemmlssloners  on  the  erection  of  the  BuiidlnK, 

Uv  Ills  Honor 

JEBOMK  V.  C.  HMirU.  MATOn. 

Ctnmitiiimtri  for   Hie    Bmldmy—HobMl   V.   Wlnthroo, 

Presldt  nt ;  Hamnel  Q.  Ward,  ueurae  '11[:knor.  Nathaniel  B. 

Shurtlefi;  Charles  Woodbury,  .ioaeph  A.  Puud,  Kdward  F. 

Purler. 

Trutleet  of  Ihe  /4t»or>— Edwartl  Everett.  I'resident;  Oao. 
Ticknor,  John  r.  Bigelow,  haUioclcl  B.  Hhurtlctr,  Ihomas 
(j.  AppletoD,  Joseph  Htory. 
/,i6rfrri<in— Fdward  Canen. 
ArchtUct—CbMi^H  K.  Kirby. 

After  tbe  boxes  had  been  deposited  in  the  cavities 
made  to  receive  tbem.  the  stone  was  lowered  to  Us 
place,  and  pronounced  by  the  Mayor  to  be  '.ily  laid. 

The  audience  then  united  in  singing  tne  Doxology : 
"  From  all  who  dwell  beneath  the  tkies. ' ' 
And  the  exeroisee  were  oloaed  with  the  benediction  by 
Rev  Dr.  Gahbbtt. 
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B08T0H  AJD  VICUHTY. 

Last  Coscxrt  on  the  Commom.    Bond's  Conet 
Band  wiil  give  tbe  last  Promenade  Concert  of  tbe  sea- 
son en  the  Common  this  evening,  commencing  at  7j 
o'clock.    The  following  i)>  the  programnae : 
PAar  I. 

1.  Jewetl  Quick  .step Bond. 

2.  Arla-froui  Kobert  le  L  table Msyaroeer. 

3.  Eclipse  Folk   J^?*^*' 

4.  Song— "rhe  -UrofHopo" **»ha. 

ft.  Weeding  Ma  ch  (by  rc^ueat) Mendelaaohn. 

«.  WalU-The.-lelghK.de Bond. 

PART   II 

7.  Oulikjtep— '•  The  HoliUeia  Departora" Markart. 

8.  Ana-From  Bdlsarlo Uonizatti. 

».  la  roUa  Infernal Ed  N«umta. 

1(1.  Fantaslo-From  Charlea  VI ®*'!T^- 

11.  .SouH— "When  the  Swalliwi  HosMward  Fly" Aiu. 

12.  \Valt7cs— IXT  l-»stlKoTiiu»er ;••  ?''*''!:?■ 

13.  Fhialc— WoOiliMlnslreU Dodworth. 


HoMXfl  ifon  THE  Pieopi.».  Mr.  A.  B.  Keith  of  this 
dty  addrewed  a  gathering  of  some  »W0  persons  la«t 
evening,  in  Tremont  Temple,  the  subject  of  his  remarks 
being  an  explanation  of  a  plan  for  "the  securing  of 
fretbold  estates  to  all."  The  plan  api»ear«  to  b«  the 
fprmingofan  asBOOtatioD  for  the  purchaae  i>f  house- 
lots,  on  a  lot  of  land  in  an  adjacent  town,  at  the  origi- 
nal r>-te  which  the  land  cosU  by  the  acre;  and  the 
forraing  of  another  •s.'wiation,  compoaed  of  penoiu 
w  uo  may  be  willing  to  advance  sufficient  funda  to  ena- 
ble poor  but  deserviag  purchasers  of  loU  to  ereet 
houses  6tL  tbe  same,  with  tbe  sUpulauon  that  the  own- 
ers of  such  lots  shall  pay  monthly  iastaHments  on  the 
capital  inverted  ia  buUdlng,  uaUi  tb«  principal »»  n- 
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/^  T|i»'Pul»ll«*ft-lb"i-ar3?^"'*** 

From  the  "Fonrteenth  Annnal  Reporrtf  the  T{n«- 
fees  of  ther  Poblic  Librar^'^just  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be 
printed,  we  extract  8om«  mtereatioK  details  in 
reference  to  the  present  condition  and  workings  ot  | 
that  nobis  instituiion. 

There  Beedtfto  b«  some  misapprf  hensions  on  the 
part  of  the  pabiic,  as  to  their  priTile^es  ot  borrowing 
fur  home  reading  from  the  books  iu  the  Upper  or 
Bates  Uall.  0<viag  to  the  fact  that  doring  the  first 
years  after  the  opening  of  tt^e  new  bailding,  the  use 
of  the  books  in  the  Upper  Hall  waa  necessarily  re- 
stricted on  account  of  the  preparation  of  the  catu- 
logne,  the  opinion  became  pre^lent  that  these  books 
were  desij^ned  merely  for  consultation  in  the  Library, 
in  bhort  that  they  were  for  th«  use  of  scholars,  end 
that  the  general  pabiic  could  only  procure  books  for 
home  use  from  the  Lower  Hall.  On  this  point  the 
examining  committee  in  their  report  say : 

"IHe  whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library, 
as  returned  by  its  oifloers,  exceeds,  at  this  moment, 
one  hundroU  and  thirty  thousand.  Above  twunty- 
four  thousand  of  them  are  in  the  Lower  Hall,  beio^ 
the  popular  books  which  are  ofteneat  wanted,  and 
wbicb  are  therefore  placed  where  they  will  be  most 
easily  and  pleasantly  accessible  to  all,  for  the  freest 
use  and  circulation.  The  remainder,  which  are  in 
the  Upper  or  Bateu  Hall,  are  equally  open  to  all  for  | 
reference  and  eonsultatiou;  and,  alihongh  portions 
of  them,  like  the  bowditcb  and  Prince  coliectfons, 
can,  from  the  conditions  on  wbich  they  were  origin- 
ally given,  never  be  taken  out;  and,  although  others, 
from  their  rarity  or  coitlmess,  can  be  taken  out  only 
after  permission  granted  in  writing;  still,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  t)y  tar  the  larger  part  of  this 
rich  and  excellent  collection  of  books  in  ttie  Upper 
Hall  is  open  to  free  circalaltion.  The  Committee  sup- 
pose that  no  library  iu  the  world,  of  equal  cize,  is  so 
trnstin(;ly  offered  to  a  lar^^e  population  at  this  one 
is." 

They  prcacnt  some  interesting;  statistics,  as  show- 
ing the  composition  of  the  library  m  the  various 
ouparimunts  ot  kuowled^c,  and  proviuic  how  well  it 
is  udupted  for  Hf:ncta!  popular  use  in  Ueoernl  Literary 
H  story  and  Bibliography.  There  were  in  the  Library 
ua  the  Istof  August  1865,— which  was  the  date  ot 
the  last  Examination,— more  tnan  twenty-two  hun- 
dred volumes,  to  which.  In  th«  following  twelve 
mouths  were  added  one  hundred  and  thiriynine.  Of 
Cyclopaedias  and  Dictionaries  ot  general  knowledge 
there  v/ere  above  twelve  hundfed  volumes,  to  which 
wore  added  during  the  year  thirty-eight.  In  general 
history  and  geography  there  were  atM)ve  live  ihju- 
sund  uine  hundred  volumes,  to  which  above  a  hun- 
dred have  since  been  added.  In  (American  Uistury, 
{general,  special  and  local,  including.biography,  trav- 
els, histurical  documentM.and  the  cognate  branches, 
but  not  including  Literaiuro,  there  were,  ^by  a  some- 
what restricted  reckoning,  above  eleven  thousand  six 
tiundred  volumes,  to  which  wore  added,  during  the 
year,  more  than  seventeen  hundred,  without conutiug 
the  Prince  collection,  which  i^  rich  in  the  earlier 
history  pt  New  EnglaDd,  but  which  has  been  too 
recently  acquired  to  be  yet  arranged  and  catalogued. 
01  tne  history  and  literature  of  all  other  countries, 
aucieut  and  modern,  there  were  above  twenty-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  volumes,  to  which  there 
hiive  biucjj  been  added  above  eight  hundred.  And,  in 
ihu  Physical  and  Exact  Sciences,  there  were  more 
than  five  thousand  and  three  hundred  volumes,  to 
which  above  a  huudred  have  since  been  added." 

Every  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  by  those  in 
charge  of  the  library  to  render  it  as  popular  and  at- 
tractive as  possible  by  procuring-  all  the  new  works 
that  are  worth  having,  as  fast  as  they  appeared, 
and  also  to  meet  the  actual  tVanta  of  those  luing  the 
library,  whenever  any  deficiency  has  been  noticed. 
The  same  committee  say ;  "By  one  of  the  standing 
"Uulett"  given  from  the  day  the  Library  ^as  opened, 
lourteen  years  ago,  to  more  than  sixty  thousand 
persons,  asking  for  its  pri\ileges  each  one  pf  them, 
who  does  not  tind  any  Oook  he  may  need,  when  he 
inquires  for  it  has  been  "particularly  requested  to  en- 
ter lis  title^n  a  card  wbicb  the  Lit<rariun  will  furnish 
lor  the  purpose."  This  request  has  been  urged  in 
every  mode  ot  solicitation  within  the  power  of  the 
persons  having  control  of  the  institution  Especially 
five  or  SIX  years  Ago  it  wan  repeated  and  rcint;^rced 
by  a  printed  notice,  ot  which  a  copy  was  put  into 
every  book  loaned  during  a  fortnight,  thus  bringim; 
it  afresh  and  very  pointedly  home  to  several  thou- 
sands of  the  persons  most  frequenting  the  Library, 
and  therefore  most  interested  m  having  it  thoroughly 
>«Dpplie<i  with  all  needful  books  But  the  numiter  of 
t)uok8  thus.asked  for,  which  had  always  been  small, 
and  in  three  successive  years  had  been  icas  than  fifty 
each  year,  was  not  materially  increased  by  this  ur- 
gent appeal. 

The  same  urgency,  however,  is  continued.  The 
card  is  aiways  readv  at  the  distributing  desks  to  b« 
filled  up  with  the  title  of  any  book  that  may  be  de 
siratf,  and,  if  no  obvious  objection  to  its  purchase 
exists,  it  is  immediately  ordered  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  ai  soon  as  it  arrives,  notice  by  post  is  sent 
(O  the  person  originally  desiring  its  purchase,  inform- 
ing him  that  it  has  been  received,  and  that  it  will  be 
retained  five  days  subject  to  his  oraer  alone." 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  public 
have  availed  themselves  of  these  privileges  of  using 
the  books,  and  what  are  the  classes  of  books  most 
sought  for. 

"The  following  table  exhit)its  a  classifif^titioa  of 
the  books  lent  from  the  Bates  Hall  ana  nsed  therein 
Cumpariag  this  uble  with  that  presented  las;  year, 
the  principal  changes  of  proportion  among  the  classes 
are,  in  thu  departmeni  of  English  History  an  increane 
of  five  per  cent.,  and  in  that  of  Fine  and  Useful  Aru 
a  rtocrcasa  of  rightand  a-half  per  cent. 

English  Hi!*toTy  and  Literature,  18  per  cent.;  Peri- 
odlcnl^,  11;  Ameiriran  History  and  Literature,  b; 
Mwllciue,  8;  Fine  and  Useful  Arts,  8;  Matbematicai 
and  Physical  ticienie,  7;  French  History  and  Litera- 
ture. 6;  Transactions  of  Learned  Societies,  5;  Orlen- 
tial  History  and  LitWainre,  4;  Theology,  Ethics,  and 
Education,  4;  Bibliography,  8;  General  Hisiorv  and 
Literature,  8;  Italian  History  and  Literature,  8, 
Greek  and  Latin  Claiiics,  8;  Natural  History,  8; 
Gtrrman  History  and  Literature,  2;  Jurispradence, 
Government,  I'otitical   Economy,   'i;    Misceilaueous, 

The  most  important  acquisition  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  past  vear  has  been  that  the  "Prince  Library,'' 
which  in  iu  former  locstion  in  a  nook  in  the  "Old 
South  Church,"  has  been  practically  lost  to  the  stu 
dents  of  our  early  history.  It  is  thus  described  fn 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent: 

"Daring  the  year,  the  Deacons  of  the  Old  Soatl 
C:hnrch  of  this  citv,  acting  as  Trustees  under  the  wiii 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  former  pastor  of  that 
cbnrcb,  have  deposited  in  the  Public  Library,  the 
pre*  loua  colleciioo  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  manu- 
scripts, b^aeathed  by  him  to  the  Old  South  Church 
in  the  vear  1758,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Prince 
Liitrary. 

It  consists  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
voluroew  as  now  bound,  and  m  very  rich  in  tK>oks  aad 
pamphlets  relating  to  the  history  of  New  England 
previous  to  the  date  of  bis  death,  as  well  as  in  the 
first  prodnctioDs  of  iu  pms,  and  in  the  works  of  its 
early  authors. 

Mr  Prini-e  t>egan  to  f^rm  tbii  collection,  aa  ib 
stat.rt  on  the  l«t>ei  in  many  of  the  tiooks,  upon  his 
ent«'rinif  Harvard  College,  July  8, 1708,  and  diligently 
enlarged  it  oy  the  purchases  in  thi,  countrr  and  in 
Europe,  No  man  ot  bis  time  was  more  competent 
ior  ttie  task,  wbi<:h  hi*  «<nln:htcned  seal  in  American 
bisiorv  led  him  to  undtrtaKu,  o!  tormiog  a  New  Eng- 
iHHti  lit'rary.  The  vicissituu«.-  of  more  than  a  ctnsu- 
rv,  and  lU  exp  Med  sitnat!'"'  dur'pg  a  port  of  the 
revolo'ionary  war. in  the  tower  of  th<»  Old  Sooth 
Church  while  'he  huildinij;  was  occupied  as  a  ridmi^ 
scnool  by  the  Bntish  ;ri'<ip<,  have  bmujiht  this  libra- 
ry iln*n  to  iinr  ii«v  .,,,i|,owi.4t  'iiminisbed  in  nnmtjers, 


Tax  Prntio  Lilbaby.  Oa  Satarday  last,  Maroh 
t,,«tK/ut  five  hundred  pertons  visited  the  Publio  Libra- 
ry,  apparently  Irom  motives  of  ooriosiiy,  incJudiuif, 
however,  a  modprste  nuiaber  who  entered  their  uaiaei 
to  obtain  pennauently  the  privileges  of  the  instltutiou. 
Exactly  how  many  there  were  of  the  tinrt  class  we  do 
not  kLow,  as  no  count  was  kept  except  in  the  upper 
hail,  where  the  auml>er  was  three  hiuudred  and  forty- 
five. 

But  besides  these  perilous  fifteen  hundred  and  oov- 
enteen,  hy  actual  count,  borrowed  booVa  for  hosse  use, 
Slid  ti  •  8  liuiidred  and  thirty-three  read  iu  the  Library 
itself,  making  in  all  two  thousand  and  fifty,  or,  with 
ihcte  who  came  from  curiosity,  about  twenty-five  hun- 
dred. 

We  do  not  know  that  any  greater  success  can  be  asked 
for  L'  is  excellent  esteblistiment.  It  lias  grown  in  use- 
fulness  etetdily  every  year  since  it  was  firs;  opened  and 
it  ii  growing  now.  All  winter,  we  believe,  the  lend- 
ipge  Jiave,  on  the  whole,  increased  considerably.  Last 
week  the  daily  average  wae  nino  hundred  and  fifteen, 
a  DumUrn-^atcrially  larger  than  was  ever  known  be- 
foie.  Inde-ed,  in  proportion  to  its  reeouroee,  we  do  not 
sopj^ee  that  any  of  our  publio  instltutioas  refleola 
leare  honor  on  our  city  iu  the  eyes  of  strangers,  or 
does  more  unmingled  good  to  our  own  people.  Aa  hss 
been  well  caid,  "  it  is  the  grandest  of  all  our  puolio  fa- 
oilitius  tor  education  and  the  extension  of  knowledge." 

We  bre  glad  to  learn  that  the  number  of  ladies  who 
resort  to  the  rtadisg  room  has  increased  very  consider- 
ably tlJs  winter.  There  were  one  himdred  and  six  last 
iBht'jrday,  and  there  are  rarely  l(m  than  fifty  or  sixty 
a  day.  No  place  is  more  quiet  f  r  respectable,  or  more 
appropriate  A  y oang  lady  always  tits  there  to  answer 
qutstioDx  and  tLfft.rd  an,>  lacilitles  that  mBy  be  needed 
for  the  ufie of  the  exoelle.-t  and  very  large coUeclion  at 
periodicals  on  the  Uble^  The  same  state  of  things 
exists  in  the  upper  liaU;  many  ladies  road  u&d  <rtudy 
there  daily— more  and  mote  every  wedk. 
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WHA.T    THB    PEOPLE    READ. 

Tho  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trus- 
[tees  of  the  Public  Library  has  been  publiBhed, 
and  is  :tn  able  and  elaborate  document, 
evincin;^  much  care  and  judgment  in  the  pre- 
parf.tion.  It  makes  a  large  octavo  pamphlet 
of  86  pajTPS,  of  which  54  are  ORoupied  with  the  I 
Report  of  the  Examin.ng  Committee.  Tliisis 
to  us  the  most  valuable  and  interesting  part 
ot  the  document,  as  it  unfolds  most  fully  tho  | 
method  and  constitution  of  the  Library,  and 
also  what  sort  of  books  are  in  greatest  de- 
mand. 

It    appears  that    the  estabHshraent  is   ar- 
ranged in  two   divisions,   called   respectivel) 
the   Bates   H.<\11   and  the   Lower   Hall.     The  I 
whole  number  of  volumes  in   the  L'brary   is 
about  136.000;  of  which    110.881    are   in   the 
Bntes  IIhU,   and   25,199   in  the  Lower  Hall.| 
The  former  collection  is  m'  ant  to  consist  main- 
ly of  books   of  solid   and   permanent   value,! 
tluis  looking  to  the  wants  of  the  higher  order 
of  readers,  such  as  scholars,   artists,   investi- 
gators,  and   members  of   the     learned   pro«| 
fessions;    the    latter    is    intended    more   foi 
generiil  and  popular  circulation.    In  the  Bate? 
Hall,  few  works  ol  fiction   are   allowed,  save] 
those  whi  'h,  by  a  long  probation,  have   fairly 
earned  the  title   ot  Classic.      In    the  Lower  I 
Hall,  novels  and  juvenile  books   make  about 
one-thii  d  of  the  whole  number. 

The  records  ot  the  past  year  show  the  num- 1 
ber  cf  volumes  used  in  the  whole  Library  to 
have   been    208,963,    which     gives    a    daily 
average  of  about  754,  tor  the  L'77  days  that  the 
Li'orary  was  open.      Of  this   number,   25,249 
were  of  tho  Bates  Hall   collection,  18,696  be- 
ing lent  for  use  at  home,  and  11,653  for  use  in\ 
the  hall  itsdf.  Here  the  average  daily  delivery 
for  both  ust's  has  been  about  92  volumes.  This 
leaves  183,714  as  the  number  used   from  the] 
Lower  Hall,  which  gives  a   daily  average   oi 
about  664.     So  that  the  contents  of  the  Lower 
Hall,  though  less  than  one-fourth  the  number 
ot    books,    are    more    than    seven    times  as  I 
much    in    demand,   as   those    of  the    Bates 
Hall. 

To    show    somewhat    more    in    detail  the 
character  ot    the   reading.      The  Bates  Hall 
has  been  open  five    years ;    and  the    nreragt  I 
yearly  use  ot  books  is  stated    to   have   been[ 
a!^  follows :  English  History  and   Literature. 
17  per  cent.;    American  History  and  Litera- 
ture, 9;  Theology,  Metaphysics,  Ethics,  and 
Education,   8 ;    Periodicals,    7 ;    Mathematics  | 
•vnd  Physics,  7 ;  Medicine,  6 ;  French  History 
and  Literature,  6 ;  and  so  on.  tapering  down 
through   several    other    classes   to    Law  and 
Political  Economy,  which  Is  g4ven  as   2   per 
cent.     A  great  falling-otf  is   remarked  in  the 
( lisa  of  Theology,  Metaphysics,  Ethics,  and 
Edacation.     The  tirst  year,  this   ran   as   high 
as  11  per  cent.,  but  has  gra  lually  declined  to 
4  per  cent.,  which   wa^  t'le   rate   during   the 
p.ist    jt'ar.     The    chan:xe    >s   thought  to   b«' 
owing  partly  to  the  fa  f,  that  special  efforts  | 
were  at  tirst  made  to  interest  the  clergy  anH 
••(lucators  in  the  Library,  and  partly  to  ih< 
f  ict  of  a  General  Theological  Library  having  I 
ht'en  since  established  in  the  city.      However  I 
that  may  be,  the  change,  it  seems  to  us.  is  by 
no  rai^ans  iniu.spicious.     It  is   also  noted  thai 
thecla-»8  of  Americm  History  ard  Literature 
has  gradually  g  lined  in  use;  which  is  thought 
to  br  owing  in  pirt  to  the  late   rebellion  hav-J 
ing  stimulatfMl  the  study  of  our   own  history. 
The   re.ading  in  the  Lower  Hall  is  stated    tol 
Lave  run  in  aliout  the  following  proportions  :| 
Novflls    and    Juvenile    book",  70   per   cent.  ; 
S.^iences,  Arts,  and  Professions,   nearly  6    p^i 
cent. ;  Di'-am  I,  Poetry.  &,^.,  neuriy  5;  Travels, 
nearly  5 ;    Biography,  nearly  4 ;    History   and 
Politics,  nearly  3.     In  1861,   an   attempt  wa- 
made  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of  readers 
sought  for  fiction,  two  days  being  selected  toi 
the  purpose;    and   thfi  avenge  rf'Hultwas41 
per  cent,  of  all  the    borrowers.     .\nd,   speak- 
ing goner  .!ly.  it  is  said  that  in  the  Lower  Hall 
every   vohime  of  fiction  will   have   seventeen 
readers    a    year,    while    everv   volume,    not 
fiction,  will    get   an   average   of  only    four. 
Thi^  record,  as  the  Coinmitt^'e    franklj"   own,  ' 
is  not  alioi^ether  satisfactory ;    but  they  show 
that,  "the  result  with  us  is  no  worse  than  else-  \ 
where,    and    even    sometimes    rrc«iitable   h\ 
romptrison."     It  appears,  however,  t!ia«'   the 
proportion    <'f    novels   read   would    be   mtich 
larger  than   it   is,  but  for  tho  restraint   which 
t'le  manager*  exercisr*  in  that  particular.     To 
mf^et   th«    popubr   upmand    t  >r  fiction,  thret- 
fowthi  of  tfap  annual  purchases  would  have  to 
he  made  in  that   cla«s   of   bf>oks:    whereas  it 
now  makn'*  but  about  (m^-th>'rd  <>f    the    whole 
roUection  in  the  Lower   Hall.     Some   novels, 
M'*s    Rraddon's   in    particular,  are   noted   as 
pnrno«ely  kept  much    short   of    the  popular 
demand. 

On  this  point,  it  ocean  to  us  t  ■  -  iv.  that  the 
main  bosiaesa  of  aitcb  a  Library  i«  ••>   lupply 

•H'^    puhl 


f 


;  i.*' -H' 


o^ciupieJiuit  and  DictiODitiies  ol  tstaursl  kaowledKO 
:here  were  above  twelve  LandJ^J  vulumea,  lo  which 
Were  added  durinx  the  year  tbirty-eiKht.  In  general 
hibtorjr  and  (^eoifraphy  there  were  above  tive  ihju- 
4uud  ume  hundred  volumes,  to  which  above  a  hun- 
drtJ  have  since  been  added.  In  lAmericau  History, 
{general,  bpeclal  and  IochI,  inciudiuKtbiograpby,  Uav- 
ds,  hibturical  documenio.aud  the  coguattj  braQches, 
but  not  iududiuK  Literttiure,  there  were,  .by  a.Kome- 
whftt  restricted  reckoning,  above  eleven  thoasand  six 
hundred  volutues,  to  which  were  added,  darinif  the 
year,  more  than  seventeen  hundred,  withootcoauting 
ihu  i'rince  collection,  which  is  rich  in  tte  earlier 
history  pf  New  Ea^land,  boi  which  has  been  too 
re<enily  acquired  to  be  yet  arranged  and  catalogued. 
Of  the  hi-tory  and  literature  of  ail  other  counines, 
ancient  and  modern,  there  were  above  t*6aty-uine 
thouHund  seven  hundred  volumes,  to  which  thc^re 
hiive  since  been  atidedatjove  tight  hanHi.r<»d.  And  in 
the  Physical  and  Exact  Sciences,  there  were  more 
than  five  thoasand  and  three  hundred  volnmes,  to 
which  above  a  hundred  have  since  been  added." 

£very  effort  seeo'.s  to  huve  been  made  by  those  in 
charge  of  the  library  to  render  it  m  popolar  and  at- 
tractive as  possible  by  procuring  ^11  the  new  works 
that  are  worth  having,  as  fast  as  they  appeared, 
and  also  to  meet  the  actual    want«  of  those  tuing  the 
library,  whenever  any  deficiency  has  been   noticed. 
The  same  committee  say :    "By  one  of   the  standing 
"Bales"  given  from  the  day  the  Library  ^as  opened, 
fourteen  years  ago,    to    more  than  sixty  thoasand 
persons,  asking  for  its  pri\ileges  each  one  pf  ihem, 
who  does  not  tind  any  book  he  may  neod,  when  he 
inquirts  fur  it  has  been  "particularly  requested  to  en- 
ter us  lilie«n  a  card  which  the  LU'ranun  willlurnisb 
lor  the  purpose."    This  request  has   been   urged   in 
every  mode  ot  solicit&iion  within   the    power  of  the 
persons  having  control  of  the  institution     Especially 
hve  or  sis  years  Ago  it    was  repeated  and  reinforced 
by  a  printed  notice,  of   which  a  copy   was  put  into 
every  book  loaned  daring  a  fortnight,  thus  briugint; 
it  atresh  and  very  pointedly  home  to  several  thou- 
sands of  the  persons  most  frequeutinK  the  Library, 
and  therelore  most  interested  lu  having  it  thoroughly 
iiupphed  with  ail  needtul  books.     But  the  number  of 
books  ihus.dsked  for,  which  had  always  been  small, 
and  in  three  successive  years  had  been  less  than  dity 
each  year,  was  not    materially  increased  by   this   ur- 
eent  appeal. 

The  same  urgency,  however,  is  continaed.  The 
card  is  always  ready  at  the  distribating  desks  to  be 
dlled  up  with  the  title  of  any  book  that  may  be  de 
sired,  and,  if  no  obvious  objection  to  its  purchase 
exists,  it  is  immediately  ordered  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  ai  soon  as  it  arrives,  notice  by  post  is  sent 
:o  the  person  originally  desiring  its  purchase,  inform- 
ing him  that  it  has  been  receivtul,  and  that  it  will  be 
retained  five  days  subject  to  bis  order  alone." 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  public 
have  availed  themselves  of  these  privileges  of  using 
the  books,  and  what  are  the  classes  of  books  most 
sought  for. 

"The  following  Uble  exhibits  a  classification  of 
the  books  lent  from  the  Bates  Hall  and  ased  therein 
Compariiig  this  uble  with  that  presented  last  year, 
tne  principal  changes  of  proportion  among  the  classes 
are,  ia  tbu  department  ot  English  History  an  increase 
of  f]ve  per  cent.,  and  in  tbut  of  Fine  and  Useful  Arts 
a  dccrc»ne  of  <  ight-and-a-half  per  cent. 

English  History  and  Literature,  18  per  cent.;  Peri- 
odicals, 11;  Americun  History  and  Literature,  8; 
Mulicine,  0;  Fine  and  Useful  Arts,  8;  MatLicmatical 
Hnd  Physical  Science,  7;  French  History  and  Litera- 
ture, 6;  TrauHactions  of  Learned  Societies,  5;  Orlen- 
tial  History  and  LiteiKture,  4;  Theology,  Ethics,  and 
Education,  4;  Bibliography,  il;  Ueneral  History  and 
Literature,  8;  lulian  History  and  Literature,  8; 
(ireek  and  Latin  Classics,  8;  Natural  History,  8; 
Uerman  History  and  Literature,  '2;  Jurisprudence, 
Uovernment,  Political  Economy,  2;  Miscellaneous, 
2." 

The  most  important  acquisition  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  been  that  the  "Prince  Library,'' 
which  in  its  former  location  in  a  nook  in  the  "Old 
South  Church,"  has  been  practically  lost  to  the  stu 
dents  of  our  early  history.  It  is  thus  described  th 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent: 

"Daring  the  year,  the  Deacons  of  the  Old  South 
Church  of  this  city,  acting  as  Trustees  under  the  will 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Friuce,  former  pastor  of  that 
church,  have  deposited  in  the  Public  Library,  the 
precious  collection  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  manu- 
scripts, bequPHtbed  by  him  to  the  Old  siouth  Church 
in  the  year  1758,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Prince 
Library. 

It  consists  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
volumett  as  now  f)ound,  and  is  very  rich  in  books  aud 
pamphlets  relating  to  the  history  of  New  England 
previuus  to  the  date  of  bis  death,  as  ^ull  as  in  the 
rtrst  productions  of  its  press,  and  in  the  works  of  its 
early  authors- 
Mr.  Prince  began  to  fnrm  this  collection,  as  is 
Htat'.d  on  the  lat^l  in  many  of  the  books,  upon  his 
cnterinK  Harvard  College,  July  6, 1708,  and  diligently 
enlarged  it  oy  the  purchases  in  thi.  country  and  in 
Eurupe.  No  man  of  his  time  was  more  competent 
lur  the  task,  which  bi.i  enlightened  teal  in  American 
historv  led  him  to  undertake,  ot  torming  a  New  Eng- 
land library.  The  vicissitudes  of  more  than  a  centu- 
ry, and  Its  ezp-wed  situation  during  a  port  of  the 
revolutionary  w^r.in  ihe  tower  of  the  Old  South 
Church  while  the  buildinK  was  occupied  as  a  riding 
school  by  the  British  troops,  have  bntUkcht  this  libra- 
ry down  to  our  day  somewhat  diminished  in  numbers, 
bat  the  value  and  importance  of  what  remains  is 
ennanced  to  a  devree  which  it  is  not  easy  to  estimate. 
It  Btill  in<-ladee  wkat  may  be  termed  a  large  coUacuon 
of  American  bouks  of  extreme  laritv     It  bse  the 

Pny  Psalm  Bdik, — the  first  book  printed  in  the 
United  States,  «  eopy  of  which  has  been  sold,  I  be 
lieve,  for  $W)0,— Eliot's  Indian  Bible.of  both  editions, 
aad  also  several  volumes  and  packages  of  origins' 
manusrriots,  comprising  let'em  of  the  principal 
mat'l-itrau's  and  ministers  ot  the  first  years  of  New 
Enirland  history,  avd  offlciaJ  State  papers  of  tbn 
British  and  Provincial  Governments,  some  of  which 
have  been  printed  In  the  collections  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society. 

The  collection  ha!»*>6en  so  recently  received  that  it 
is  not  possible  to  give  here  any  extended  notice  of 
its  rarities.  The  <  ity  Council  has  made  an  approori 
dfion  for  putting  it  into  good  eondiiion  and  printint' 
its  catalog ae  The  work  is  now  in  progress,  and 
when  it  is  completed,  those  who  are  interested  in 
American  bistoiy  will,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  find 
much  satisfaction  in  examining  and  using  its  hither- 
to almost  hidden  trsasarss." 
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eblOijical  Library  Iiaviiij/l 
been  since  established  in  the  city.      Kowreverj 
that  may  be,  the  change,  it  seeras  to  us.  is  bj 
no  m^ans  inauspicious.     It  is   also  noted  that 
the  c.ats»  uf  Americ  in  History  ai^d  Literature 
hASgrailually  g lined  in  use;  which  is  thought 
to  hf.  owing  in  part  to  the  late  rebellion  hav- 
ing stimulated  the  study  of  our  own  history. 
The  reading  in  the  Lower  Hall  is  stated   tol 
Lave  run  in  about  the  following  proportions: 
NoveU    and    Juvenile   books,  70   per  cent.  ;| 
Sciences,  Arts,  and  Professions,  nearly  6   per 
cent. ;  Drami,  Poetry.  &o..  nearly  .5;  Travels, 
nearly  5 ;   Biography,  nearly  4 ;    History   and 
Politics,  nearly  3.     In  1861,   an  attempt  wa.- 
made  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of  readers 
sought  for  liction,  two  days  being  selected  tor 
the  purpose;    and   the  aver.ige  result  was  41 
per  cent,  of  all  the   borrowers.     .\nd,   speak- 1 
ing  generslly,  it  is  said  that  in  the  Lower  Hall  [ 
every  volume  of  fiction  will   have   seventeen 
readers    a    year,    while    everv   volume,   not 
Action,   will    get   an   average   of  only    four. 
This  recorti,  as  the  Committee   frankly   own, 
is  not  altogether  satisfactory ;    but   they  show 
that  "the  roult  with  us  is  no  worse  than  else- 
where,   and    even    pometimes    creditable   by 
compMrison."     It  appears,  however,  that  the 
proportion   of    novels   read  would   be   much 
larger  than  it   is,  but  for  the  restraint   which 
the  managers  exerci.so  in  that  particular.     Tol 
meet  the   popular   d«'mand    for  fict\on,  three- \ 
fourths  of  the  anuii  il  purchases  would  have  to 
be  made  in  that   class  of   books;    whereas  It 
now  m-ikes  but  about  one-th>rd  of   the    whole 
collection  in  the  Lowei    Hall.     Some   novels, 
M'*s   Rraddon's  in    jmrticnlar,  are   noted   as] 
purnoscly   kept  much    short  of   the  popular 
demand. 

On  this  point,  it  occurs  to  us  to  say,  that  the! 
main  basiness  of  sueb  m  Library  i"  to  lupplyl 

the  public   demand,  and   not  to  regulate  orl 
form  the  public  taste ;   though  this  latter  mayl 
indeed  justly  come  in  as  a  partot  itb  legitimate 
'fHce.     It  is  comparatively   easy  to   asertaln 
what  the  people  want  to  read  ;  what  they  ou^A<| 
to  read,  18   exceedingly   hard   to  determine  ;| 
and  to  lodge  such  a  prerogativw  in  any  official 
hands,  does   not  oomport    exactly   with    our 
notions  cf  freedom.     In«lividualsare  responsi- 
ble for  the  use  or  abuse  of   their  own   trael 
and  their  own  .ninds;  and  wo  do  not  ere   to| 
have  the  Government  ti^wrp  that  responsibility 
in  regaid  to  what  we  reml,  any  more  than    in 
regard  to  what  we  eat  and  drink.     Some  dis- 1 
cretioii,  however,  must  needs  be   lodged  with 
rhe  managers  of  such  an  institution;    and   it| 
does  not  appear  but  that  in  this  CHse   the   dis- 
cretion  has   been  well  and  wisely   exercised.  I 
It  is  but  just  to  add   the   following  passage | 
from  the  report 

"Your  Committee,    then,    are    not  of   the  I 
opinion  thai  :hi3  large  percentage  oi  fiction  is 
anything    that    need    surprise   or  alarm    us. 
(Jood  fiction  is   doubtless   salutary,    and    the  I 
general    charafter    of  j'lvenile   literature    is 
much  improved   over  what  it  formeily    was.  ^ 
That  there  are  some  books  among  the  collec- 
tion in  our  Lower  Hall  which  are   not   of   the 
whole-somcFt,   m.ay  be   allowed;    but   a   cen- 
^cienciou."!    effort   is  matle  to    exclude  rigor 
ously  everything  that  is  of  decidedly  evil  ten- 1 
dency,  and  of  the   half-morbid   s<irt  to  allow  j 
but  one,  or  at  most  but  a  very   lew    copies 
We  m;iy  say  that  the  best  novels  are    seldom  I 
read  in  a  way  to  do  the  most  good  ;  but  that  is 
a  circumstancH    f  eoursi'  bey  nd  any  library's 
control,  and  there   is   a   good   «lea!   to  say  in  | 
favor  of  supplying  the  masses  with  reading  of  I 
even  an  inferior  onler  rather  than  they  should 
not  read  at  all." 

We  should  like  to  follow  the  Heport  further,  I 
and  especially  into  some  of  the  curious  notices 
which   il  yieMs  as   to   the   relative  degree  In 
which  certain  books  and  authors  are  read  ;  but  I 
we   have    already    somewhat    overgone    ourj 
limits.     The   document   Is   exceedingly  Inter- 
esting to  us  as   an  index  of  what  the  popular] 
taste  for  reading  is.  and  whither  it  is  tending. 
On  the  whole,  taking   what  is   here  given  as  I 
our  exponent,  it  may  bo  safely  affi-med   that 
the  management  of   the    City   Library  is  ln| 
honest,  faithful,  and  capable  hands;  while   In 
size  and  quality  the  Library  itself  is   probably 
aecond  to  none  on  the  Continent. 
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Ike  Public  Ltlirmry. 

We  have  received  and  lead  through  a  copy  of 

I  ••  Tbe  NiuUi  Annual  Iteport  of  the  Trustees  of  th«j 

(public    Libra/V,"    with    its  aa;orapanying  docu- 

j  mc'uts,  and  suppoee  that  our  readirs  may  like  to 

obtain,  in  a  condensed  form,  what  we  hare  learned 

fiom  it,  o6  well  as  wbat  we  have  loamed  frona  some 

U60  of  the  Librar)'  itself,  and  some  imiuiryl  into  \U 

resource*  and  management 

The  first  important  fact  in  relation  to  it  is  that 
tlie  Public  Library  of  Boston,  although  not  yet  ten 
years  oUl,  is  Ihv  best  Lihrary  in  New  EntjlawK 
1  The  Trustees  tell  m  so  in  a  mo  Jent  and  quiet  way, 
but  the  editors  of  the  Christian  EMLtnintr,  who 
have  obviously  inquired  into  the  mitter  with  no 
little  care,  go  much  further  and  pronounce  it  to  be 
"of  j/jore  value  for  tbepreseat  purposes  of  study  than 
I  any  colkction  of  the  same  number  of  volumes  ajn/- 
I  v.'>ere."  They  are  very  likely  to  bo  right.  At  any 
raio  the  Tub  dc  Library  contains  a  large  and  excel- 
lent i-oUcction  of  books  for  the  practical  u*c  of  all 
cLisfecs  iu  our  comjnunity— for  our  men  of  science 
and  our  scholars,  for  our  young  men  who  aapire  to 
become  siucb,  and  for  the  many  persons  of  both 
sexes  who  ask  only  to  have  general  and  profitable 
reading  (or  self- culture,  or  books  that  will  afford 
I  them  pleasant,  but  not  unworthy  amusement. 
There  are  many  libraries  iu  luux'po,  and  some  per- 
baps  in  thiK  country,  much  larger  than  thf  Public 
Ltbi«ry  of  lioston  w  hich  would  not  ao  well  fulfill 
I  all  or  either  of  these  purposes. 

Ihe  next  imponaat  fact  relating  to  the  Library 
I  is  that  it  biis  on  oxcjllenc  citalogue  and  other  facil- 
ities, particularly  wlapted  to  tender  its  reijources 
easily  and  pleaf  antly  accessible  to  all  who  in  any 
way  or  degree  may  desire  to  use  it.    The  real  cat'i- 
Ui'jve,  which  is  in  manvscript,  and  on  sepiirate 
cards,  is  vcr>-  ample,  and  opens  up  the  contents  of 
tiie  books  to  those  who  wish  to  make  severe  or  ex- 
ha<i8tive  researches  into  any  subject  Ijettcr  than  is 
dijoe  by  any  other  catalogue  known  to  m,  while  at 
lltHj  same  time  the  printed  /urfexes,  Tvhich  are  in 
Iftict  an  abridgment  of  .his  large  manuscript  cata- 
llogue,  open  up  the  books  to  the  daily  wanta  nf 
<»innK>n  readera  and  inquirers,  in  a  way  which 
w«ros  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired.    These  In- 
dexes have  been  pronounced  by  persons  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  competent  to  judge  their  merit 
the  best  alphabetical  cfialogues  they  have  ever 
jstcn.    We  believe  that  this  estimate  6f  their  value 
is  juit.    We  do  not  krow  anything  of  the  sort  that 
j  dctcr\C8  to  l>e  compared  with  them ;  and  we  think 
that  they  arc  dctitincd  to  do  a  great  service  to  this 
1  lommunity  by  informing  all  vrho  desire  intellectual 
progregi  how  they  can  easily  gatlier  out  ef  the 
books  in  ihc  Library  wbat  they  may  at  any  Urac 
iioed  in  order  to  promote  this  progress. 

Again,  the  Library  has  now  become  imporfant 

by  its  size,  and  by  the  fact  that  it  is  fast  growing. 

From   actual  count  it  now  contains  ninjty-sevcn 

thousand  two  hundred  and  six  volumes  (^iOi), 

and  •25,iOM  unbound  pamphlets.    The  number  of 

volimies  in  the  lower  hall,  which  c  ntains  the  books 

I  oft<ne*t  wanted  and  most  circulated,  is  Ifl,l6l.    Uf 

theee,  45fi0  volumes  are  aovclj,  and  about  6000  more 

are  works  of  amnseraert  rather  th:m  of  instruction, 

I  thus  raising  the  general  cl«w  of  light  litrra-un-  to 

above  ten  thousand  volumes,  or  more  than  fifty  per 

cent,  of  this  whole  collection.    Not  only  in  itsjnara- 

bers,  therefore,  but  in  its  pnjportion  to  the  other 

I  arts,  this  division  of  the  Library  is  as  Ltrgc  as  it 

Coght  to  be  in  an  institutioi;  deriving  iti  support 

ftrom  the  tieasury  of  the  city,  or  from  the  income 

of  fui^ds  given  by  public  spirited  individuals  like 

Iftfr.  Bates,  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Phillips,  who,  as 

[  wcU  as  the  City  Council,  must  have  desirtni  rather 

to  improi-o  our  whole  community  than  to  amuse  a 

piut  of   it  by  collecting  hiT^'C  masses  of  books, 

which,  howe\cr  harmless,  are  almost  entirely  light 

and  trifling,  and  must  soon  lose  the  grcator  p  irt  or 

1  tic  whole  ot  their  value  and  interest.  This  lo  *erhtUl, 

I  then  it  is  plan  ,  has  b.en  kept  abuudautly  faminhed 

nith  the  ct'rrent  literattirc  of  tbe  time.    Lven  in  the 

eleven  nrotuhs  ending  Nov.  1,  IW!,  thirteen  hun- 

Idrcd  and  ti^ht>-t»^o  volumes,  nearly  all  of  a  very 

populnr  cuaraeter,  a;d  nearly  all  ft^sh  from  'he 

pies*",  ba\c  bet>n  added  to  it.     We  conceive,  th<^rc- 

fore,  ttnt  the  wants  of  our  reading  community — 

even  thf^  Icpst  ifrave  of  those  wantt — have  b  en  wrll 

Iprovldeil  fi»f ;  a  tact  which  is  auain  made  pla  n  by 

Ian  amcnut  ot    use  and  cir.ula'ion  uf  tLu  books, 

»itlit)iit  a  patatlcl  wo  bdieve  in  any  city  no  laigcr 

lth*n  B'  ston. 

In  this  connoctlon  one  ftrt,  mertioa«Mi  in  the 
lR*'P<rt  of  "the   Exumipirg  Con^ mittci*,"  ihou'd 
lr<t  h<i  ovikokcd.     It  is,  that  tew  pereons  come 
jt'»  the  Library  for  a  book  without  gittingone.    A 
I  count,  it  ^etn)s,  '^  i'  tt-jao  io  lelation  to  this  matfr 
curing  Uirie  liiiltrcnt  wcc'is   of   three    diffcreut 
pttices  of  the  last  year,    18eO-1861,  and  it  was 
fuucd  that  lets  than  three  pt.r  cet^t.  or  thcss  per> 
Loos   who   came   for    books    went  away  cmpty- 
1  baT!d<pd.    Indeed  some  of  thcae  only  rcturnei  one 
i  book  without  asking  for  anoUier,  and  near!/  all 
I  the  rttt,  it  r..i9  fc«iiuve<i,  sskcd  only  for  novels. 
But  etcii  li^r  this  three  per  cent,  a  tem.dy  is  pr  v 
?ided.    Tte  By  Ijiws,  which  are  aivtn  to  each  per 
I  son  who  u.ca  the  L.tir^ry,  invite  him  ( chapter  ii, 
aitiele  5)  to  ask  for  the  purchase  of  any  booh  he 
in^y  nud,  aiid  notily  hun  that  thu  atteodaaUi  &I- 
i%a;s  bbvti  a  printO'i  form  r«ady  so  ai  t )  bca'/u 
h  m  to  do  A  iu  the  timplist  %Da  eanest  manner. 
As,  howfvfr,  the  Trustcvs  aic  very  desirous  to 
icc*i%e  iueh  indication"  of  the  pwblic  want?,  'hoy 
haV'*,  we  ;»rc  toiJ,  njli'zited  ihem  in  other    ways— 
irtce  by  printed  not'ww  put  i^no  ail  th»  books 
|(*ieveiai  t^.out and  in  numlKr)  that  were  lent  during 
aforln?i,bt;  but  It  sctros   that  they  did  it  w > th  i»o 
smajl  icsult— less  ih^ai  twcntr-f  ve  reqnetts  follow- 
ing in  the  next  month— that  it  was  obr.on*  %h<a^ 
1  »M  no  tspetial  anxiety  to  obtain  other  t>ooks  taan 
Uiose  in  the  Library  aire  dy.    The  By  L  iw  iticif, 
jhov^cTtr,  has  neter  b<-«ii  wiUiout  more  or  less  ot 
?«>Chl  fiuit.    Mar  y  hundreds  of  pcr80t}8,  at  dilfotcnt 
time>,  artirg  umler  i's  g»mtrAi   ki^ii'ioTj,    tnve 
a  ke  I  r  -  t>c  porcha=ie  of  books  that  they  uec-lcd, 
a"''  i>  (t-  b  oki  ha^*,  in  cccs.qacnce,  been  bou.ih; 
1  r  i".  I  vl  on  the  shelves.    !♦  is  c'car.  therefor*,  ttiat 
H  ,.   >l<d.'8t"flls  to  gft  frnir  the  Pablic  Library  a 
'  «.K  thai  be  want?,  it  ia  hi-  own  f-m't,  unle  s  ha 
.  xi  KsLed  .'or  it  lo  vain- of  wb*ch,  we  suppose,  it 
♦  cold  be  .'  fflcuU  lo  find  ao  iiisrance,  unless  there 
vcrc  especial  reasons  why  the  Kok  in  que>tioa 
sbon'd  tot  be  bought,  or  unless  it  couli  rji  bo 
fo»ind. 

Kat  th"rc  U  reaHy  no  doubt  ajKjn  this  point,    i  ho 
I  Ibrary  bf.»  Deen  useful  ard  sat^sfactorv  to  the  t^m- 
>r  unit^  t-tord  the  most  ^anguin«  expectaiiors  of 
tht  se  Vho  have,  at  any  time,  interested  ihcmservcs 
in  Us  fate,  or  watched  its  course.    Dnnag  tue  last 
7tar.  it  wks  visi^  for  liwrary  or  scientific  p'irp<»« 
!."«  sUve  a  thuusaod  pcn-f-ns  a  d.w,  on  an  a^r^E* 
5f  the  tw3  hundred  and  seventy-four  days  that  it 
was  opcTi  an-l.  of  these  persons,  a  dally  nverige  of 
fire  hut  drcd  and  dghtystvm,  aj>d  a  fraction,  bof- 
lowid  bc>oks  for  home  reading:   makinc  the  icrod- 
irgsff  '  '  lfiO,^^^-a  number  grmtPt  tli»o 

»*•  ever  an\  \e«r  be.fore,  and  one  whisfc,  te 

whateta  liiht  it  may  be  considered,  is  *?  y'y  tnw- 
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I  above  tea  iliuusand  volumes,  or  more  Uiin  uiiy 
I  cent .  of  tbis  whole  collection.    Not  only  ir»  itsjnam  • 
bere,  therefore,  but  ia  ita  i.njportion  to  the  oiUei 
farui,  tbis  division  of  tho  Library  ia  as  lur^e  as  it 
otJtibt  to  be  in  an  institutioii  dcrivLng  its  support 
from  tbe  ireasuiy  of  the  city,  or  from  the  income 
of  fmids  (iiven  by  public  spirited  individuaia  lik.o 
Urr.  Batefe,  Mr,  Lawrence  anfl  Mr.  Pbillips,  who,  as 
»cU  as  the  City  Council,  must  have  desired  riither 
to  impro^t)  our  whole  community  than  to  amuse  a 
prirt  of  it  by  coUfictinp;  lur.c  massea  of  books, 
wbicb,  howe\  or  barmleas,  are  almost  entirely  ns?ht 
»ud  tritiinj^,  and  m-.ist  soon  lose  the  greater  p  irt  or 
tl>e  whole  ot  their  value  atid  interest.  This  lo  *er  bail, 
then  it  is  plan  ,  has  b.en  licpt  abuudautly  fumi»lii-J 
*  ith  the  current  litcratme  of  the  time.    Kven  in  the 
eleven  mouths  ending  Nov.  1, 1861,  thirteen  hun- 
Idrcd  and  eighty-two  volumes,  nearly  all  of  a  very 
I  popular  cuaracter,  a-.d  nearly  all  flresh  from  the 
press,  ba\e  betn  added  to  it.    We  conceive,  th'=;re- 
]f«'re,  tfat  the  wants  of  our  readmg  community— 
I  even  th»>  Icpf-t  ttravo  of  thope  wantt— have  ben  w.^Il 
I  provided  hu;  a  fact  wbi<h  is  a^ain  made  pbtn  >>y 
I  an  amtimt  ot   use  and  cir^  ulation  of  tLo  'jovjlvfl, 
Uithoutapaialltl  wo  b(  lieve  in  any  dty  no  larj;cr 
Itlivn  Boston. 

In  tbi3  connection  one  ftrt,  mert'onfd  in  the 
I  Report  of  "the  Ksaminir.g  Committoa,"  should 
r«t  b«  ov.rlcokfd.    It  is,  that  tew  perions  come 
to  tbe  Library  for  a  b.x-k  v.i'.hout  getting  one.    A 
count,  it  hcciua,  y>Ai  n»aan  io  lelation  to  this  matfr 
Uirce  dilltrout  weeks   of   threw    different 
Iptiiccs  of  the  last  >ear,    18(»0-1«01,  »nd  it  was 
found  that  lefcs  than  three  ptr  cent,  or  thosg  peiv 
fiooa  who   came  for   books   went  away  cmpty- 
har.dbd.    Indeed  som.c  of  thcae  only  refuraei  one 
book  without  asKing  for  another,  and  nearl/  all 
I  the  n.tt,  it  was  telicveo,  sskcd  only  for  novels. 
But  evtii  tor  thi3  thr-ie  per  cent,  a  lem.dy  is  prv 
I  vided.    The  By  Lawn,,  wiiich  are  uivtn  to  each  per 
■on  who  u.cs  the  Lit»r*ry,  invite  him  (chapter  ii, 
I  aitkle  5)  V)  ask  for  the  purchase  of  any  buok  he 
mty  nad,  and  notliy  him  that  tho  attondanvti  al- 
,f.aj8  have  a  printed  foira  ready  so  as  t )  cnablo 
h  m  to  do  A  in  the  simpUst  ana  eanest  manner. 
As,  howtvfr,  the  Trustees  aic   very  desirous  to 
l£cei\e  6uch  indication'"  of  the  public  want?,  ihoy 
hav.',  we  arc  tnid,  solicited  them  in  other    ways— 
cice'by   ])riuted  not'wa  put  ia":©  all  th«  boo  is 
(^eveisi  t».ouiand  in  numbtr)  that  wore  lout  during 
I  a  fortni-bt;  but  it  seems  that  they  did  it  with  so 
smail  icsuii— less  thdJi  twenty-five  requests  follow- 
ing m  the  rrxt  momb— that  it  was  obvious  there 
I  ^na  no  especial  anxiety  to  obtain  other  books  tiian 
llMMC  in  the  Librdrj  aire  dy.    The  By  Luw  iUclf, 
hovevtr,  bus  never  bceu  without  more  or  less  ot 
{rood  ii  i.it.    Mar  y  bundrois  of  persons,  at  difforent 
times,  actirg  under  i's  gnntr.^l  iii»iution,    bavo 
U-keJ  f»-  tbc  ponbase  of  books  that  they  needed, 
tt*'*'  il  f «''  b'-oks  have,  m  ccns.qaence,  boon  bouiiht 
aru  i.bt  on  the  shelves.    It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
If  aiil-cd^  f«ld  to  get  from  the  Pablic  Library  a 
l,.H,kthari:c  wants,  it  is  hl«  own  fault,  unles  he 
has  f sLcii  for  it  in  vaia-of  which,  we  suppose,  :t 
would  be  <^  fflcult  to  find  an  itstance,  unless  tueia 
»crc  eapedal  reasons  why  iho  Kok  in  quH>tioa 
1  should  tot  be  bought,  or  unlew  it  could  rot  be 

I  J'ound.  .       rp. 
But  thf^ic  is  really  no  doubt  upon  this  point,    i  ho 

I I  ibrary  bf.8  bcun  useful  and  satisfactorv  to  tho^com^ 
Jr.unity  bcvord  the  most  .ani^uine  e>'P««^^^^'^°f  ^[ 

'  mJi  who  have,  at  any  time,  interested  tlxomseivcs 
1  „  its  fulc.  or  watched  its  cmrse.     Dunng  ti^e  laat 
5  tar.  it  was  visited  for  literary  or  scientific  purposes 
l.j  ab<.ve  a  thousana  persons  a  duv  on  an  avcJii^e 
Of  the  two  hundrtd  and  seventy-four  days  that  U 
waa  open  and.  of  these  persons,  a  daily  averngo  of 
J^  bmdrcd  and  oighty-seven,  and  »  ff»«|;;^^«' ^;J'- 
rowtdbc<.ks  for  home  reading;   making  the  lend- 
1  Se,  cf  the  vcar  160,877-a  number  gn-ater  than 
'  ^a.  ever  lent  in  any  year  before,  and  one  whiab  in 
1  whatever  light  It  may  be  considered,  is  truly  enor 

*"  Amerg  the  striking  ntcUitlea  offered  by  tl,e  Pub- 

lie  Libr»r/  for  obtaing  bcK>ks  U  to  U  reckoned  l.c 

smalltime  spent  in  waiting  ^o  J^t  them.    (>n  the 

Lost  crowded  d*y  of  the  year.  teb.  f.*»'«'^j^« 

waiUngmust  ner'ssarily  have  been  the  rncst  con- 

L<krab'e.  it  8eem.<.  tbat  laos  books  were  tascn  out. 

Ion  an  average,  therefore,  during  the  ten  hours 

Uhen  the  Librarv  was  op.;nfor  the  delivery  of  boo  vi. 

Lore   than  tv^o  tooks  a  minute  were  dcbvercl. 

Tliis  is  very  rcmarliable.  ond  proves  th.At  there ormld 

have  betn  little  waiting,  and  none  that  cculd  be 

avoided.    But  we  wish  to  add  to  it,  parUy  from  our 

own  experience,  but  mu'h  more  and  very  lar^-ely 

from  the  experience  of  otbi-rs,  that  the  co'^tesy 

ard  birdncBS  of  the  attend  mts  who  dcUver  tha 

K»<.ks   i.s  as  ^tr'kIng  aa  thc=r  promptness.    It  may 

be  wcuri.'ome  woik,  Sf.metiuieo,  but  we  have  never 

heard  of  an  .nstance  of  iinpiti.  nee  or  mcivUity. 

On  the  wh-.le,  thoreiore,  afier  a  pretty  can.-fui 
iMding  of  tlie  short  but  suflicient  report  of  t^c 
Tm.tfcs,  of  tb-  report  of  the  Kxamm.ng  Comm.t^ 
tec.  who  fcccra  to  have  been  very  diHgett.  and  of 
the  icr^n  of  the  Superintendent,  wbo^c  statements 
Ur«  both  full  fJid  char;    and  furthermore,  after 
U'ud^ing  tbe  eard  ca'aloguc,  for  wh!ch  the  k.ndCit 
facUltbs  fuu-  bctn  affur  <  A  u.  at  the  Libraiy,  uni 
the  pnutcd  irdexiH.wih  th   r  expknaturv  pr> 
faces,  which  we  have  studitd  at  home,  we  have 
coctc  to  the  conviction  tliat  tVrr  are  few  libraries 
In  Fuiope,  if  any,  that  are  oven  twice  a»  lurge  aa 
ac  Boston  I'ublic  Librarv,  where  a  man  of  science 
I  or  a  Bcbolar  will  be  so  bkdy  to  fii.d  what  he  may 
want,  er  where  sucn  a  person  wtll  tuq  so  bnle  dan- 
1  Rcr  of  e>;>,anstiDg  tbe  •^esources  he  roar  need,  wnen 
piibbir.^  his  itquiries  into  aimobt  an/  subjtct  of 
pnstnt  iLtciCbt  ai.''  importnocc. 

For  Ronic  of  tlie  d.partmcnis  in  t^e  Library,  Mr 
I5h?c«  its  gr^at  benefactor,  seems  partcnlarly  to 
buvfcnnd.bnd  tb(S'%ct.rsidering  the  size  of  tU 
Ce'Uotlicu,  art  iU^i-o     Auv^ng  them  aro  Esgbjh 


Ilistory,  l>oth  gcnwral  and  !ocal.  Music,  and  the 
French  and  Italian  Literatures,  which  last,  wo  would 
inform  tbo  ladies  among  oar  readers,  as  well  as  our 
scholars,  is  uocommonly  w^U  repnjspqt.fl.  Ccr. 
man  Literature,  however,  an  1  Greek  and  Latin,  we 
suspect,  wi'l  be  found  equally  strong  when  Mr. 
Perkor's  rich  lequest  is  arranged  and  opened, 
which  we  suppose  it  will  be  so  soon  as  it  can  be 
catalogued.  On  the  otl^er  hand,  the  Tmstocs  Fcem 
to  have  cared  particularly  for  books  on  G  jverntnent 
Administration,  Public  Economy  and  Social  Sci- 
ence—for  books  in  Natural  History,  Mathematics 
and  the  Mechanic  Arts;  bn',  above  all,  for  such 
gCEfrally  useful  and  attractive  looks  of  English 
and  Amcricai  History,  Travels,  Biography  and 
Literature  as  constitute  the  popular  collection  of 
nearly  twenty  thou«ard  volumes  in  the  lower  hall. 

We  therefore  congratulate  the  public— the  tohok 
public— our  men  oi'  science  and  schohirs  no  less 
than  the  multitudes  of  both  sex  s,  who  oso  bo^lc-i 
for  general  culture— th»t  they  have  at  last  obtained 
a  library  ^t/t^cno  <Ae/r  wants.  Wq  congratulate 
them,  too,  that  this  library  is  made  easily  intolli 
gible  and  accessible  by  a  catalogue  and  iodexcs, 
which,  thinks  to  Mr.  Superinteident  Jewett  and 
his  asa.'stanii,  will  r?ally  dj  their  work  to  tbe  f^ill 
flccepUncc  of  those  who  use  them.  With  such  a 
library,  and  such  means  and  helps  for  using  it,  we 
say,  therefore,  to  all,  wit*,  the  fervent  prophet  of 
old — and  we  say  it  not  in^everontly,  since  the  cause 
of  knowledge,  of  morals  and  of  religion  is  necotna- 
rily  one  and  the  same  cause  in  every  true  public 
library— we  say  to  alt :  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirst- 
cth,  come  yc  to  the  waters;  and  he  that  hath  no 
money,  come  ye— yea,  como  without  i»>ncy  and 
without  price."  For  there  is  no  man  among  as  so 
accoraplibhod  in  science  or  scholarehip  that  he 
cannot  profit  by  the  large  resoun'es  of  tiic  Public 
Librury;  and  no  man  so  humble  tliat  ho  cannot 
avail  himself  of  them,  with  constantly  increasing 
improvement  and  bappincsd— with  constantly  in- 
creasing btneflt  to  himself  and  to  the  oommtmity, 
of  which  he  may,  by  his  irtelligcnce  and  sen-icas. 
make  himself  a  benefactor. 

But  enough.  Perhaps  wc  ourselves  said  some  of 
these  tilings  u  few  weeks  ago,  when  we  announced 
the  opening  of  the  lihrary  after  its  annual  exami- 
nation, and  spoke  of  the  admirable  "  Index  of  the 
Books  in  tLe  Upper  Hall;"  and  perhaps  still  raon* 
of  them  have  lieen  said  clsowhero,  and  l>otter.  But 
we  are  not  unwilling  to  say  tham  over  again,  and 
Cf  pec'Blly  we  aro  glad  to  repeat,  in  concurrence 
with  a  much  valued  contemporary,  that  the  Public 
Library  is  tiow  iKJcome  "the  grandest  of  all  our 
public  lacilities  for  education  and  the  extension  of 
knowleelgc."  It  is  able  to  ttach  both  mttsUsrs  and 
pu^-jln. 
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Who  Owns  the  Public 
Library  ? 

The  late  objectionable  action  of  the 
ItruBtees  of  the  Public  Library  of  Bo«ton, 
Igives  rise  to  the  above  query.  If  the  Li- 
brary is  to  be  the  common  property  of  the 
people,  we  hold  that  all  should  have  access 
to  and  be  benefitted  by  it,  at  least  all  who 
have  arrived  at  a  suitable  age  and  are  en- 
titled to  take  out  books  and  cultivate 
their  minds. 

"VYhen  the  library  was  instituted,  it  was 
understood  that  anybody  residing  in  Bos- 
ton, who  was  of  proper  age,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  take  out  and  road  such  books  as 
they   chose.     All    that    was  required    of 
a  person  who  was  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  the  institution  was  to  make  application, 
giving  name  and  place  of  resident,  &c. — 
Thus  the  institution  has  been  managed, and 
I  while  it  has  proved  a  bourco  of  benefit  and 
enjoyment  to  hundreds  and  thousands  in 
Boston,  it    has  i)ccn  favorably  spoken  of 
by  the  press  in  other  cities,  and  has  led  to 
thecBtablishnient  of  similar  institutions  in 
many  placM  throughout  the  United  States. 
Hardly  a  young  person  of  our  acquaint- 
ance, in  the  city  failed  to  take  out  books, 
and  many  desirous  of  self-culture  have  la- 
bored hard  and  diligently  with  the  means 
thus  afforded  them    to  make  amends  for 
the  lack  of  facilities  which   others  have 
enjoyed  who  were  in  better    citcumstan- 
Ices.      The  good  it  has  done  since   efitaV^ 
lished. could  not  be    told   in   this    whole 
number,   but  the    magnitude    thereof    is 
patent  to  anybody  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  subject. 

This  year,  the  customary  examination 
I  of  the  books  took  place  in  August,  and 
whr'n  t!ie  Library  was  reopened  in  Sep- 
tember, it  was  announce«l  that  instead  of 
the  former  method  of  giving  out  l»ooks, 
by  which  all  had  an  equal  share  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Librarv,  an  entirely  new 
one  had  been  substituted,  and  this  wo 
propose  to  disciisf*. 

By  this  new  regime   no  one  can  take 
out    books    unless  recommended    by  two 
well  known  citizens.     It  will  be  seen  at 
once  that  this  provision  tends  to  limit  the 
use  of  the  Library  to  those  who  have   in 
some  way  l»eeomc  connected  or  ac^uaint- 
.  d  with  two  well  known  citizens  who  will 
endorse  their  claim  and  remove  all  doubts 
1  in  the  minds  of  the  trustees  in  regard  to 
tlicir  clmracter  and  position.     Therefore, 
we  hold  that  a  large  portion  of  the  young 
men  in  Boston,  M-ho  work  in  stores  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  for  the  benefit  of  whom 
the    Library  wa«  mainly  started— to   call 
them  away  fmm  dissipation  evenings  and 
at  other  time  when  they  are  notbusilv  en 
gnged,— are  deprived  of  the  self-education- 
al privileges  they  should  enjoy. 

It  is  plainly  eviilent  that  a  nmjority  of 
the  young  men  who  coma  to  Bostm  cannot 
readily  command  the  influenc-e  of  "two 
well-known  ritizens,"  and,  in  act,  hardly 
l)ccome  acquainte<l  with  any  two  influen- 
tial for  some  time  suljsequcnt  to  their  ar- 
rival, if  at  all.  Thus  the  um5  of  the  library 
is  limited  to  those  exclusively  who  can 
boast  of  giHKl  connections,  and  is  then  in 
no  Hinse  a  Public  Library,  l»c(mu8c  only  a 
favored  few  can  take  out  bof>ks  and  enjov 
the  pIoiVHure  there  is  in  reading  them. 

It  oiay  be  said  that  iiny  young 
man  employed  in  a  store  or  manu- 
factory can  rendily  command  the 
tiamn  of  his  employer,  and  through  him 
that  of  some  other  resfMrnsible  perwm  ;  but 
those  who  advance  such  a  fact  ns  t^iat  to 
support  thirt  acti.m  must  recollect  that 
many  of  those  employers,  though  well- 
know?!  business  men,  am  not  well-known 
citizens,  and  reside  in  Charlc^town,  Cam- 
bridge, or  Roxbury,  and  have  therefore 
nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  afTuirs  in  lioston. 

One  reas  .11  u;iv.-n    for   this    is    that   the 
bwks  arc  ^•»dly  muti!ate<J  when  all  of  a 
suitable  age  are  f«rniitte.l  to  take  theni 
out.      We  think  this  m\M  be  avoided  in 
sjme  le^  objectionable  way  than  that  now 
inaugurnteii.     If  a  person  brings  back  .■ 
bfwk  m:itilated  in  any  manner,  (and  miiti 
htion  could  1^  easily  dcteete<l  bytheetn- 
|>loy(M5softhc  library  if  they  worc'roquire-i 
to  gunni  against  it),  make  him  or  her  pnv 
tlie  exti'tit   ..f  tlir  damage  upon  the sp«,t, 
and  have  this  rule  univcrwlly  k?iown  an. I 
pr..|,r.rly  and  thoroughly  enfoice.1.     This. 
or  » -mo  equally  cfTcttive  arrangement,  it 
-iNTiiM  to  11-.  cjiiM  he  mr»de  to  tr..rlc   in  ;, 


I  iTnce,  m  tne  city  tailed  to  take  out  hocks, 
and  many  desirous  of  Belf-culture  have  la- 
bored hani  and  diligently  with  the  means! 
I  thus  afforded  them    to  make  amends  fori 
the  lack  of  facilities  which   others  have 
I  enjoyed  who  were  in  better    ciicurastan- 
I  ces.      The  good  it  has  done  since  estalw 
lished.could  not  be   told  in  this    whole 
number,   but  the    magnitude    thereof   is 
patent  to  anybody  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  subject. 
This  year,  the  customary  examination 
|«f  the  books  took  place  in  August,  and 
■  when  the  Library  was  reopened  in  Sep- 
tember, it  was  announoe<l  that  instead  of  | 
the  former  method  of  giving    ou|;  books, 
by  which  all  had  an  equal  share  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Librari%  an  entirely  new 
one  had   been  substituted,  and    this  we 
propose  to  discuss. 

By  this  new  regime  no  one  can  take 
lout    books    unless  recommended    by  two  I 
well  known  citizens.     It  will  be  seen  at 
[once  that  this  provision  tends  to  limit  the| 
use  of  the  Library  to  those  who  have   in 
some  way  lieeome  connected  or  acquaint- 
I  od  with  two  well  known  citizens  who  will 
I  endorse  their  claim  and  remove  all  doubts  | 
in  the  minds  of  the  trustees  in  regard  to 
their  character  and  position.     Therefore, 
wo  hold  that  a  large  portion  of  the  young 
men  in  Boston,  who  work  in  stores  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  for  the  benefit  of  whom 
the   Library  was  mainly  started— to   call 
them  away  from  dissipation  evenings  and 
at  other  time  when  they  are  not  busily  en 
gaged,— are  deprived  of  the  self-oducation- 
al  privileges  they  should  enjoy.  i 

It  is  plainly  evident  that  a  majority  of  | 
the  young  men  who  come  to  Boston  cannot 
readily  command  the  influence  of  "two 
I  well-known  citizens,"  and,  in  act,  hardly 
become  acquainted  with  any  two  influen- 
tial for  some  time  sul)sequent  to  their  ar- 
rival, if  at  all.  Thus  the  use  of  the  library 
is  limited  to  those  exclusively  who  can 
boast  of  g<Kjd  connections,  and  is  then  in 
no  sense  a  Public  Libmry,  l>ecause  only  a 
favored  few  can  take  out  bwjks  and  enjoy 
the  plcivsure  there  is  in  reading  them. 

It    <nay     bo     said     that    any     young 
man     employed     in    a    store    or    manu-l 
factory      can      readily      command       the 
name  of  his  employer,  and  through    him 
that  of  some  otlior  resp<jn8ible  person  ;  but 
tliose^ho  advance  such  a  fact  as  that  to 
support  this  actiim    must    recollect    that 
many  of  those  employers,    though    well- 
known  business  men,  are  not  well-known 
citizens,  and  reside  in  CharleHtI)wn,  Cam- 
bridge, or  Roxbury,  and    have  therefore 
nothing  to  say  in  regard   to  the  manage- j 
ment  of  affairs  in  Boston. 

One  reason  given    for  this   is    that   the 
books  are  badly  mutilated  when  all  of  a 
I  suitable  age  are  fKjrmitted  to  tnke  them 
out.      We  think  this  could  be  av(,id(>d  in 
some  less  objectionable  way  than  that  now 
inaugurated.     If  a  person  brings  Imck  a 
book  mutilated  in  any  manner,  (and  muti- 
lation could  l>e  ejisily  detected  by  the  em- 
ployees of  the  library  if  they  wore  required 
to  guard  against  it),  make  him  or  her  pny 
the  extent  of  the  damage  npm  the  spot, 
I  and  have  this  rule  universally  known  and 
properly  and  thoroughly  enforced.     This, 
or  some  equally  effective  arrangement,  it 
seems  to  us,  could  Ihj  made  to  work  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.     TUe  person  so  muti- 
lating the  bo,)ks  should  not  oidy  pny  there- 
for, but  Ik;  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  Iwoks 
thereafter. 

In  l<M)king  over  the  statistics  published 
wo  find  therein  the  number  of  Iwoks  stolen 
last  year,  and  think  it  remarkably  i^rnall, 
(•  msidering  the  total  numlmr  of  books  taken 
out,  and  the  nural)er  vnm  hardly  largo 
enough  to  call  for  such  a  harsh  measure  n,-- 
that  adopted  by  the  trustees.     The  stealing 

j  of  a  few  bo'.ks  in  inevitable,  but  the  ma^s 
of  honest  petjple should  not  be  made  to  suf- 
fer for  the  nctHm  of  a  few  unpHneiple<l 
tlijevcH.  Wc  have  much  mr»re^osay  upon 
this  subJLit,   hut  in    amsequcneo  of    the 

!  crow.hxl    state    of  our    columna  wo    art; 

lobligcfl  to  omit  other  and  equally  import- 
ant observations,  and  shall  turn  our  atten- 
tion t)  the  matter  again. 


The  Public  Library. 

Ws  stated   in  our  last  iaeue  that  we  I 
should  again  call  attention  to  the  rocent 
|actiun  ol  the  Trustoes  o^  the  Public  li-l 
brory,  but  hardlj^  expected  to  make  anjl 
allusion  to  the  matter  ao  soon.    Since  laatl 
week  new  feusts  have  come   to  our  notice, j 
j  and  we  denire  to  ky  them  before  our  read-l 
er»  at  the  prctsent  tine.     It  appears  thati 
I  since  this  institution  waa  establisbed,  cer- 
tain individuaU  have  vieited  it,  and  giving 
their  names  and  places  of  residence,  hare 
received  books  which  they  never  returned. 
For  instance,  Patrick  Brown  ^id  he  re-  j 
bided   at   No.    7   Cambridge  street  ;    his  | 
name  was  taken,  and  also  his  residence, 
and  a  book  given  him.     In  the  course  ot  a 
few  weeks  it  was  found  that  this  and  cer- 
tain other  books  charged  to  Pabrick  Brown 
had  nut  bt^n  brought  back,  and  No.  7 
Cambiidge  street  was  visited,  when,  to  the 
surpriue  and  indignation  of  everybody  con- 
cerned, no  such  man  as  Patrick  Brown  ever 
did  live,   or  entertained  the   thought  o 

I  living  there ;  hence  the  said  Patrick  was 

I  a  swindler  and  a  thief,  and  had  increased 
the  extent  of  his  library  by  cheap  but  un- 

I  lawful  means. 

In  this  way  books  were  spirited  off,  and 
there  were  found  others  that  were  mutilat- 
ed badly,  with  no  responsible  person  to 
foot  the  bill  of  coet£  for  the  same.  It  waa 
done  by  a  person  credited  with  residing  at 
such  a  place  by  the  Trustees,  but  investi- 
gation shows  that  at  "  such  a  place " 
those  in  authority  say  that  the  persco)  is 

I  unknown  to  them. 

Now  this  was  of  that  intensely  aggr* 
vating  nature  which  demanded  a  reform , 
a  change  of  rule^,  in  fact,  and  now  we 
have  it — *'  two  well-known  citiseDS  "  must 
indorse  a  person's  claim. 

This  theft  and  mutilation  mxist  be  guard- 
ed against ;  but  why  did  matters  reach 
this  crisis?  Why  did  not  the  proper  au- 
thorities, when  a  person's  same  and  resi- 
dence was  givei\^  inquire  whether  the  in- 
dividual lived  or  survived  at  the  place 
given,  whether  Beacon  street  or  North 
street,  and  not  give  out  books  until  this 
matter  was  satisfactorily  eatablished   in 

I  their  minds  ? 

The  manner  of  inquiry  in  relation  to 
this  matter  of  residence,  calls  to  mind  tbo 
rec«it  case  o(  a  very  ei^mable  young  lady, 
who  waa  exceedingly  indignant  at  the 
manner  in  which  a  settlement  of  her  claim 
was  arrived  at.  She  visited  the  Libimry, 
and  made  application  fw  books  in  the 
usual  manner,  leaving  her  place  of  resi- 
dence a«  a  matter  of  course.  A  few  days 
aflervrard  a  pcjliceman  called  at  her  board- 
ii^- place  in  her  absence,  and  asked  the  I 
landlady  if  such  a  person  lived  there.  On  j 
receiving  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  he 
inquired  what  kind  of  a  character  the 
young  lady  had  f  One  can  im^ne  the 
thoughts  of  the  landlady,  in  whose  mind 
the  young  lady  vras  instantly  associated 
with  everything  of  a  questionable  nature,  I 
which  was  tc.  blast  the  reputation  of  her 
bouse  f<Kever.  If  this  Work  is  delegated 
to  policemen  to  save  expense,  they  shouki 
t«  instructed  to  state  that  they  oome  liora 

I  the.  Library,  and  tint  tbey  wish  merely 
to  establish  the  feet  that  she  is  a  suitable 
person  to  take  out  and  pt>perly  care  for 

I  books. 

We  arc  irfocmed  by  as  attache  of  the  I 
institution  that  the  Trustees  did  not  ex- 

I  actly  mean  what  the  words  «  two  well-  j 

I  known  citizons  "  imply,  and  that  there  is 
I  misunderstanding  in  reiatiou  to  the  in- 
ference to  be  dmwn  tboafirom.  If  the  in- 
telligent men  who  govsra  the  institution 
mean  to  speak  in  riddles,  tbey  shoidd  give 
their  solutioa  thereof  to  the  public,  aad 
until  they  send  us  their  ekicicbtioB  of  the 
phrase,  <»■  an  e^lanatory  note  in  relation 
thereto,  which  will  enaUe  us  to  puUish 
he   particulars  of  what  tbey   amstder  a  I 

jjust  rule,  we  shall  nuuntain  the  stand  we 

I  have  taken  in  regard  to  tlie   inai.agement 

)f  what  1ms  been  and  should  cuntinue  to 

'■e,  a  source   of  profit,  eftjoymeui,  and  a| 

'leesing  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
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LiTXRABT  Statisiics.  Book  Collections  in 
Europe.  Some  iutorestiue  figures  ha\e  hoen 
published  by  the  Italian  Statistical  Bureau  in 
regard  to  the  relative  wealth  in  book  collections 
of  different  European  States.  The  results  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement: 

Number  of  VoU.  per  100 
Volumes.    Inhabitants. 

Bararla 1,268,500  28  4 

Italy 4,149.281  19  5 

France 4,389,000  U7 

Pnissla. .  1,040,450  11  0 

Belgium 609,100  10  4 

Austria 2,406,000  «  9 

GreatBritaln 1,771,493  6  0 

Russia 882,090  1  3 

Tho  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  commenting  upon 
this,  says : 

According   to  these  figures,  Great  Britain 
has,  in  proportion  to  her  population,  the  small- 
est collection  of  books  in  her  public  libraries  of 
«ny  European    State,  with  the  exception  of 
l.ussia.    It  ought,  however,  first  to  be  ascer- 
tained whether  any  fixed  principle  as  to  what 
may    or  may  not  be  considered  a  volume  has 
been  adopted  in  recording  the  literary  wealth 
of    the    several  countries.    At  the  Statistical 
Congress  held  in  London  in  18(50,  when  this 
subject  was  under  diacusriiou,  it  was  stated  that 
in  many  public  libraries  it  was  the  custom  to 
bind  up   every    pamphlet    separately   and  to 
enter  it  as  a  separate  voluma  in  the  catalogue, 
whereas   in    the    British     Museum    we   bind 
our  pamphlets  in  volumes  of  two  or   three 
inches  in  thickness;  so  that  in  an  enumeration 
of  volumes  we  should  be  at  a  disadvantage  by 
a  mere  comparison  of  numbers.    At  St.  Peters- 
burg, for  instance,  there  are  about  thirty  thou- 
sand  specifications    of    English   patents,    all 
separately  bound  and  reckoned  as  thirty  thou- 
sand volumes,  whereas  in  the  British  Museum 
tho  same  specifioations    are   contained  in  one 
thousand  volumes.    It  is  manifest,  therefore, 
that  in  default  of  an  approxiu)ate  uniformity 
in  the   practice  of  counting  and  clasiifyiug 
volumes  in  difierent  countries,  very  Uttle  re- 
liance can   bo   placed   on   these  comparative 
statistics.  , 

Our  public  libraries  may  be  counted  on  one  a 
fingers,  and.  with  the  solitary  exception  of  tho 
naUonal  collection  at  tke  British  Museum,  the 
few  that  we  have  are  entirely  unsupjiorted  by 
the  State.  In  Italy  a  recent  enumeration  shows 
that  there  are  210  libraries,  of  which  1G4  are 
open  to  the  public,  and  3.3  of  these  are  main- 
tained by  the  Government.  Of  143  libraries 
tho  total  revenue  in  1803  was  £.'30,000,  of  which 
£20,000  was  derived  as  subventions  from  the 
Government,  and  £7000  from  the  provincial 
and  communal  authorities. 

In  England  we  rest  satisfied  with  maintain- 
ing in  the  capital  a  literary  collection  of  unri- 
valled richness  and  variety,  leaving  our  provin- 
cial cities  and  towns  to  provide  for  their  own 
intellectual  requirements.  In  Italy  the  state 
libraries  are  scattered  throughout  almost  every 
province.  Tuscany  has  7  of  them ;  Lombardy. 
5;  Emilia,  4;  Caiapagua,  4;  Piedmont,  3;  and  2 
each  in  Liguria  and  Sardinia  and  Sicily.  The 
provincial  and  communal  libraries  numocr  100, 
of  which  17  are  in  Emilia,  15  in  Marches.  IG  in 
Sicily,  10  in  Lombardy,  and  9  each  in  Piedmont 
and  Tuscany.  71  libraries  belong  to  scientific 
institutions  and  religious  corporations.  Pied- 
mont has  the  largest  number  of  libraries  to 
which  the  public  are  not  admitted— of  a  total 
of  24  only  13  are  open  to  the  public. 

The  210  Italian  hbrari«!S  comprise  171  general 
and  39  special  collections;  of  tlie  latter  25  are 
ecclesiastical,  11  scientific  and  literary,  and  3 
are  devoted  to  fine  arts;  Piedmont  has  3,  Sicily 
3,  the  Campagna  4,  and  the  Miirclies  7  ecclesi- 
astical libraries ;  6  of  the  scientific  collections 
are  in  Piedmont,  2  in  Tuscany  and  2  in  Emilia; 
Lonibary  has  1  fine  arts  library,  and  Tuscany 
the  remaining  2.  All  the  libraries  together 
contain  4,149,281  volumCi^,  of  which  1,123,889  are 
in  Emilia,  7y4/><;7  in  Lombardy  and  6o7,yi3  in 
Tuscany. 

So  far  HB  the  nature  of  the  works  most  fre- 
quently in  demand  at  llie  libraries  furnishes  a 
clew  to  the  intellectual  tendencies  of  the  age, 
tlu!  following  statistics  are  int^-resting:  Of 
n88,.''.10  works  read  in  1803,  183,528  relatetl  to 
niathematii  s  and  the  natural  scii  iices,  122,49(5 
history  and  philology,  70,537  morals  and  phi- 
losophy, 193,072  J  urispnulcnce  and  law,  201,(589 
were  works  of  general  literatnre,  101,797  ency- 
clop.fdias,  and  the  remaining 54,491  sacred  and 
thtolo-rical  workH.  M.  Loua,  a  well-known 
French  Statistical  writer,  remarks  thereon: 
'Cost  une  nouvolle  demonstration  que  I'esprit 
du  siccle  abandoiinc  do  plus  en  pins  les  rtudes 
pnrcment  scolastiques  i»our  les  sciences  posi- 
tives.' 

Tho  people  of  the  Campagna  supply  tho 
largest  number  of  readers  in  proportion  to  the 
volumes  contained  in  the  libraries  of  the  prov- 
ince; in  Tuscany  and  Emilia  the  readers  are 
relatively  fewest.  In  the  Campacna,  Lom- 
bardy, Piedmont  and  Tuscany,  the  readers 
chose  principally  Works  relating  to  the  positive 
sciences,  literature  and  fine  arts;  while  in  the 
southern  provinces  theological  works  were 
more  in  demand,  "probableinent,"  says  M. 
Loua,   'par    suite    de     I'organization     encore 

Sresqne  excluaivement  cl(5ricalo  de  IVducatlon 
ans  cos  pays." 

Stie  Itiilian  libraries  do  not  .appear  to  1)6  in  a 
rery  flourishing  condition;  the  expenses  of  a<l- 
ministration  absorb  two-thirds  of  uieir  income, 
and  what  remains  is  insufficient  for  the  renew- 
al of  old  and  the  purchaac  of  new  books," 


\ 
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Letter  ftom  London. 

Corre«pondcacc  of  the  Boston  Post. 

British  Museum  Librarf,  ) 

London,  Dec.  11, 1867.      J 

Aside  fi-om  a  technical  description,  yo]it  can 
form  some  opinion  of  a  library  in  the  form  of  a 
dome  one  hundred  and  six  &et  high,  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  wide,  with  tlie  books  ex- 
tending up  some  forty  feet  from  tlie  floor  on  all 
sides.  The  light  open  iron  work  of  tho  gallery, 
the  upright  partition  between  the  book-slielvcs, 
and  all  the  prominent  portions  of  the  inside,  are 
gilt — gold  leaf  of  pure  gold,  without  alloy.  I 
stated  in  my  first  letter  that  there  were  no  open- 
ings in  tlie  book-cases  except  tho  entrance  door 
for  readers,  and  a  door  on  the  opposite  side, 
under  the  clock,  where  the  librarians  tro  out  to 
get  books  for  the  readers ;  bookf  :hat  are  in  oth- 
er roonM.  But  there  are  eight  doors  in  cacli  of 
the  two  upper  galleries  or  stories,  which  go 
directly  through  the  bookcases.  These  are 
"gib"  doors ;  that  is,  doors  in  imitation  of  the 
backs  of  books,  so  tliat  a  uniform  eflrec|  is  pre- 
served. The  book-shelves  arc  formo<l'of  iron 
galvanized  plates,  edg«d  with  wainscot  (wood) 
and  covered  with  russet  hide  leather,  with  a  book 
fall  attached,  along  the  t«p  of  each  row  of  books 
to  keep  out  dust.  There  is  no  sharp  angle  of  a 
hard  iron  or  wood  shelf,  to  scrapo  and  chafe  the 
bottom  of  the  books,  as  they  are  taken  out  and 
put  in.  The  books  stand  on  leather,  with  the 
edge  vi  the  shelf  rounded  over.  The  books  are 
bound  in  leather,  the  tables  on  which  the  writMV 
write  are  covered  with  leather  padded,  or  oash- 
ioned  ;  the  cases,  recesses  and  shelves  before  the . 
reader  for  holding  and  supportuig  his  books,  me 
covered  with  leather,  and  the  chairs  are  cush- 
ioned aiwi  coTercd  with  leather.  Altogether, 
this  room  with  its  contents,  presents  the  finest 
illustration  extant  of  the  old  adage  that  "  there 
is  notliing  like  learning  and  leader." 

The  accommodations  and  privileges  for  read- 
ers are  of  the  most  ample  and  complete  descrip- 
tion. Any  person  desiring  the  privilege  of  the 
rea  ling-room  makes  application  in  writing  to  the 
principal  librarian,  accompanying  the  appiication 
with  a  written  recommendation  from  some  pt-r- 
$on  of  prniiti«.rs  '  ''  ■  or  eharar'ter  and  if 
tliat  recommeiiu  ati»fkctcry  to  the  libra- 

rian, a  ticket  is  at  once  granted  for  six  ihonths,  an<! 
tlien  it  can  be  renewed.  Name.residence  and  occu* 
pation  have  to  be  given.  Occasionally,  books  have 
been  stolen  by  readers,  but  that  is  oi  rare  occur- 
rence. If  a  person  desires  to  fbUow  out  a  certain 
subject,  looking  at  all  or  nearly  all  authorities  on 
the  subject,  he  consults  Watt's  and  otlier  Biblio- 
thecas,  the  volume  «f  "  Subjects,"  and  then  of 
"  Authors,"  and  seeing  his  title  and  author,  he 
goes  to  the  catalogues,  and  here  he  is  obliged  to 
consult  three,  if  he  docs  not  get  the  book  be 
wants  in  the  first  or  second.  The  catalogues 
.ilone  fill  near  one  thOtiMud  folio  volumes.  The 
principal  catalogue — complete,  and  comprialng  aU 
that  are  in  the  two  other  catalogues,  as  far  as 
tlie  letter  F, — has  over  seven  hundred  volumes. 
These  are  bound  in  full  leader;  red  sheep 
morocco.  The  cataloguing  is  done  by  writing 
the  title  complof«'  under  the  alphabetical  head  of 
names  of  authorn,  and  in  the  margin  figures  and 
marks  denoting  the  buildings,  rooms  and  shelYca 
where  the  volumes  are  lo<»ted. 
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V    These  are  written  in  a  mamfold  writer— four 
a^iei ;  one  of  which  is  at  once  patted  in  the  ap- 
j  propriate  place  in  the  correct  volmne  of  the  cata- 
logue.   Space  for  fSrom  two  to  four  titles  is  left  be- 
tween each.    The  paper  on  which  the  title  «  writ- 
ten is  thin,  the  catalogue  bound  with  "gu«tis," 
scrap  book  fashion,  to  admit  of  the  incxeaaed 
Uiickness.    The  toiium  of  each  volume  of  cata- 
logue—each cover— ii»  corered  with  tin,  a«  they 
vould  wear  out  by  constantly  Beuig  taken  out 
and  put  in.    The  reader  finding  hia  book  title  in 
the  catalogue  he  writes  it  on  a  form  prepare<l  for 
the  purpose,  signs  his  name,  and  the  numb  j  of 
his  scat,  gives  it  to  an  attendant  and  in  a  short 
time  it  is  brought  to  him.    The  attendant  Ubr»- 
riarfs  are  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  twimk^ed 
by  a  drcukr  counter.    Two  circular  desks  out- 
side ef  that  inner  drde  hare  on  slaves  under 
the  top  of  the  desk,  the  catalogues.    Thwe  are 
laid  on  the  desk  (leather  covered)  for  examina- 
tion, and  pens,  ijiV  »u*d  paper  slips  are  fixed  along 
the  centre,  for  use.    These  circuUr  desks  and 
the  location  of  the  librarians  occupy  some  forty 
feet  in  diameter  of  the  centra  of  the  nxHB.    The 
table*  or  desks  for  readers  stretch  vnu^  from 
these  near  to  the  outer  wall  of  the  room,  like 
radii  from  the  centre.    These  are  level  tables, 
about  four  feet  and  a  half  ride,  with  a  partition 
running  along  the  centre.    This  partition  divides 
the  taWe  into  two,  about  two  feet  wide  ea«h,  the 
partition  serving  as  a  screen,  so  that'tlie  readers 
on  the  (^posite  sides  of  the  toble  do  not  see  one 
another.    Each  reader  has  four  feet  three  inches 
of  toble,  and  before  him  in  the  partition  or  screen 
are  fidling  or  folding  shelves,  racks,  inkstand, 
quill  pens  and  pen  racks.    His  table  is  cushioned 
soft,  and  coyered  with  black  leather.    He  has  a 
chair,  on  castota,  either  with  a  cushioned  or  a 
cane  bottom,  without  arms.    Sitting  at  his  •able 
the  reader  sees  no  one  except  thoae  at  tho  same 
toble,  and  the  lil»arians  and  atteadanto  in  the 
centre  ^  the  room.    The  floor  is  stone  or  cement 
cooer^  wiOi  India  nMer,  so  that  there  is  no  noise, 
and  there  are  no  carpet*  to  wear  out  and  be  re- 
newed.   In  comfort,  convenience  and  facilities 
for  pursuing  literary  inquiries  and  investigation 
there  seems  to  be  nothing  to  wish  for.    At  the 
feet  of  the  sitter,  directly  under  the  centre  of  the 
table,  is  a  |ipe  of  warm  water,  gradoatedaocord 
hig  to  the  sea»<m.    About  20,000  volumes  arc  in 
reach  on  this  floor,  and  all  of  these  can  be  taken 
down  lor  readers  and  taken  to  their  tables  irith- 
out  writing  a  ticket  fiw  th«B  or  any  ceremony 
These  books  are  such  as  ai«  most  likely  to  be 
wanted,  peculiar^  books  q{  reference.    Going 
romid  the  room  the  following  are  the  genial 
h^ds  which  comi^iae  the  refereiM:e  volumes  — 
PeerageWwid  generii^kal  works;  dictionaries 
in  all  languages,  a«  well  as  grammars ;  encydo- 
petfaa,   litnwy  Jeomals,  history,  topography, 
gMgn^et,  gaaeMeers,    voyages   and  travels, 
dattlcs,  Bibliography,  poets,  belle  lettres,  biogra- 
phy, fine  arts,  phUoac^y,  s(aei»»,  law,  the<rf(^y 
and  Biblical  literature.    As  an  example,  I  find 
all  the  standanl  EmU^  jweta  on  one  series  of 
shelref,  an  ^^th£r.    In  another  place  I  find 
every  leading  work  on  botany,  agriculture,  hor- 
tkttlture,  gardening,  and  landscape  loudening. 


W>w,  how  is  this  munificent  coU^ttee  mppt^. 
ciated  ?    Bight  loyally,  as  one  can  observe  by  a 
single  visit.    The  exact  toble  roam  is  for  802 
readers,  and  these  are  neariy  aU  oocupud.    As 
tlie  long  tablM  extend  out  near  the  books  a»  tb« 
sides  of  the  room,  of  course  these  radu  lu*  madi 
wider  apart  near  the  peripliery  of  the  circle  than 
towards  the  centre.    That  gives  room  for  some 
shorter  toblea.    These  liave  no  partitioo  m  the 
centre,  and  are  ned  for  artists  and  draughtaweo, 
and  those  wishing  to  consult  very  large  lanes, 
volumes  in  atlas  foUo,  and  others  of  immense' 
si2o.     Several  tobies  are  set  apart  specially  for 
ladies,  though  they  often  mix  up  with  the  gen- 
tlemen.   Kon©  admitted  under  18  years  of  age. 
It  is  all  very  democratic.    The  first  rwder  at  ray 
right  U  a  very  bbck  negro,  a  young,  fine  looking 
Ethiop,  who  appears  to  be  going  Urgely  into 
some  ponderous  volumes  of  ch<^mistry.    It  is  as- 
tonishmg  how  little  noise  there  is.    Of  course 
there  is  no  loud  talking,  though  there  Is  no  whis- 
pering in  giving  orders,  aU  being  in  audible  tones. 
Walkmg  makes  no  noise  whatever,  and  all  being 
attentively  engaged,  there  is  less  noise  with  these 
250  or  800  adult  people  than  there  is  commonly 
in  a  school  room  of  40  scholars.    Of  course  there 
are  «>me  mere  idlers  or  novel  readen ;  but  alto- 
getlier  it  is  perhaps  aa  literaiy  a  crowd  as  can  be 
fbund  in  any  one  room  in  Christendom.    A  vwy 
large  share  are  authors  and  literary  persons.  One 
day  I  found  myself  by  the  sid-  of  an  old  Weat 
India  plMiter,  who  came  here  to  consult  a  series 
of  city  directories  to  find  the  habitation  of  an  old 
friend  whom  he  left  in  London  over  a  qiflttm  «rf 
century  ago.    Now  and  then  aa  cncttTnoM  erfa- 
oUne  brushes  past,  and  yesterday  I  saw  one  very 
powly  dad  female  laboricmsly  poring  over  a  pon- 
derous fi^o.    It  is  a  rare  plaqe  for  st^elsn,  and 
I  would  gladly  undergo  the  fiUigue  Md  lofll^ring 
o(  a  journey  across  the  AtUntic  once  a  year  for 
the  privilege  of  havujg  a  month's  readmg  within 
these  waUs.    The  news  of  war,  the  rise  and  fall 
of  stocks,  and  the  rush  and  crush  of  the  mercan- 
tile and  political  world,  do  not  intrude  within 
these  sacred  jwcclncts.    I  once  thought  that  ihe 
library  at  New  Tork,  founded  by  Astor,  should 
be  <^n  in  tJ»e  evening  to  "  accommodate  the 
busy  and  the  mercantile  ctosses. "    But  no ;  a  li- 
teary  Uke  diis  and  the  Astor  is  {<^  students,  au- 
thos^-edtets,  and  literary  xam  and  w<mjcn,  and 
th«se  ett  use  the  day  tim<!,'  These  are  r^fcr- 
cneo,  not  Icmling  libntficf.    MercantUe  libraries 


are  the  ones  for  merchanto  and  clerks.  A  reading 
room  for  all  daM»  shoukl  be  a  pUce  whef« 
newspapers  and  periodicals  are  kept  Vm  file,  i 
is  one  advantage  of  a  great  central  city.  Uiie 
c*n  get  more  privileges  in  a  place  like  r-rrwinn^ 
Paris  or  New  Ywk,  ^«n  in  every  other  city  and 
town  in  the  respective  countries.  A  small  place 
must  have  small  libraries.  Another  reason  I  di  1 
not  mention  why  such  a  library  MtfrisTtl^a 
herer  be  open  nights.  Gas  will  in  time 
the  binding  of  books.    Besides,  there  IsiM 


If  the  British  Museum   Library   were 

burued  up,  one  quarter  of  the  books,  at  H_, 

and  the  quarter  more  valued  than  all  the  rest,  fcr 

their  scarcity— could  never  be  repUiced.    A  rast 

number  of  the  man««aipt«  here,  and  very  many 

of  tlifc  books  and  pampldeto  have  no  kiw«3  da. 

plkates.    The  coUectioa  of  sdentiflc.  poUtkal, 

satirical,  controversial  and  personal  pamphlets 

*«rc  is  enormous,  and,  for  the  English  language, 

^^c  finest  in  tl^  worid.    J  see  cmo  he»^  wrinea 

'  Wuiiam  Blackwood— the  &ther  of  old  lia|« 

.probably— "to  the  Editor  of  the  Glasgow  Chiwii- 

de,  telling  how  Sir  BUckwood  was  cowhideU 

bjr  a  Mr  Douglas,  and  how  he  retaliated  with  a 

lia^el  sapling."    It  was  in  1818.    S<^ms  to  om 

Mack  tcood  should  hav^  chastised  hia  SMailant 

*»rUh  ebony.    Of  course  you  see  notlftig  green 

•in  that. 

But  I  was  talking  about  the  Library  of  the 
British  Museum.   The  number  of  volun^  «y^ 
out  of  their  phM»8  and  consulted  last  yoff  was 
about  344,600,  or  1175  per  diem.    The  nadmg 
room  is  kept  open  293  days  in  the  ye»,  givmg 
tlie  attendants  vacations  and  hoUdays.  The  num- 
ber of  separate  visito  last  year  was  68,309,  or  an 
verage  of  181  per  day.    This  room  was  not 
I  Sen  hist  year.    All  of  Thomas  Granville's  col- 
lection of  books  and  MSS.  are  here,  and  abe  Sir 
Jos^  Banks's  hbrary.    Each  of  the  ftalics  of 
these  and  four  or  five  other  Urge  donors  have 
I  the  priTilege  erf  appointing  one  <rf  the  forty -nine 
trustees.    The  queen  has  ixm  ^poolmen^  aod 
that  became  vacant  by  the  deMh  of  tte  duke  of 
Northumyeriand,  when  every  body  snpitosed  her 
I  m^esty  ^Akiyd  appoint  Prince  Albert,  but  she 
*  did  not,  a^  the  place  has  been  vacant  for  five 
years. 

The  paitttnagc — the  i4>pointment  of  assistant 

•librariar*.  &c.— is  in  the  kutds  of  the  lord  diaa- 

cellor,  Ihe  archhUwp  of  CaatsiiNiry,  aad  the 

speak^of  the  hoMe  (tfooomniM.    Hieseand 

all  or  her  si%icsty's  ministers  are  ex-oAdo  tms- 

teis  of  tiie  Museum.  Tltere  is  no  telling  what  thh 

library,  or  ihe  cottecttOQ  altogether  cost    The 

'  Grecian  antiquities  akute,  that  came  froa  Lord 

Elgin— the  Elgin  Marbles— cost  him  over  Mlt,- 

OOO.    Since  the  collection  comtaeiK^ed  by  the 

gift  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  172.S— the  ctiOn  ed- 

kction  and  the  buildings  could  not  have  eoel  less 

than  fif>y  milUon  d<rflars.    The  bodu  and  M88. 

must  have  cost  originiUly  fotir  or  five  milheas. 

Those  slight  sketehcs  will  serve  to  ooorey  ssbm 

idea  of  the  great  value  of  the  litewy  (^the  Bsit- 

kh  MaseoB.    With  aU  tiie  efS^to  g«af  on  to 

.Ae  H  as  oomplete  as  possible,  I  thlak  flram 

ioy  own  cxperieno)  that  but  little  mote  IhM  aae 

'  ,Iiaif  (if  \Xui  books  in  the  £n|^^  laogo^ja  p«A. 

iHrted   i»evious  %o  tlw  oommencencnt  of  tbtt 

l^^^uy,  and  of  "pampM^s"  previous  to  IfiflO, 

*?*^lo  be  fimnd  here.    The  propoffley,  hm 

.  be  greater  thim  that.    A  Uhnff  lfl»  Ms  is  | 
vaM^,  particnlarily  oaaoeontof  ttiesi 
or  s(»ee  books.    Bead^s  that  ooae  base  do  sell 
consult  UjU  coUection  to  read  OIMmb's  Bmm, 
Plutarch's  lives,  or  Bellin's  Aadnrt  Hutosy. 
They  come  hcfe  to  poaaalt  books  tel  ouylel  ke 
fouid  in  otkur  plaoM.    Aa  nich  the  lifarsiy  Is 
Ar  from  (XHttp^.    Bat  it  Is  a  grand  coOedsM ; 
at  least,  sudi  is  the  o^nion  of  CoMnxTtfAW, 


\ 


The  working  of  iron  is  itself  the  very  founda- 
tion ol  civilization,  yet  not  more  than  one  in  fiye 
thousand  knows  anything;  about  it;  but,  on  tl^e 
contrary,  the  younj,'  are  allowed  to  j;row  up  with 
prejudices  a^^ain^t  blacksmiths  as  well  as  most  of 
the  other  indibpensable  proleshions  as  being  of 
low  caste  !  A 

What  have  Amencans  to  do  with  caste  t     The 
working  of  wood  next  to  the  working  of  iron,  fur- 
nishitighouM^w,  »hip!«,  furniture  and  conveniences 
innumerable,  may  be  considered  the  second  main 
pillar  of  our  civilization,  yet   nut  one   boy   in   a 
thousand  is  taught  anything  relative   to   the   use 
of  wootl-working  tools,  though  if  he  were  taught 
the  use  of  them  as  early  as  he  is  capable  of  using 
them,    he   would    be   not  only    a  litUe   mine    of 
wealth  in  his  parents'  lauiily,  but  would  be    pro- 
vided with  a  resource  for  after  life  ihat  might    be 
the    means   of    preserving   life    itself.     Children 
generally  are  allowed  to  pass  over  a  large  portion 
«f  the  most  valuable  part  of  their   lives   in    total 
yselessness  or  idleness,  or  are  obliged  to  give  sev- 
leral  yeais  ol  their  labor  to  learn  u   single   art   or 
pait  of  an  art  tliat  might  Lave    been    learned   at 
the  corfl  of  as  many  days  or  weeks,   and   no   pro- 
vision is  made  by  which  in  alter  life  they    might 
iearn  another  business)  when  their   first  one  fails 
4o  sustain    them,   and    they   are   driven    to   float 
about  upon  the  ocean  of  accidents  o""  to  sink. 
/    It  ia  perfectly  practicable  for  children,  begin- 
fiing  in  beason,  to   learn  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
different  kinds  of  business  in   a  sufficiently  com- 
petent manner  for   all  the  demands  of  common 
seiisa,  before  tney  are  twenty  years  old,  besides 
many  more  than  the  ordinary  personal  accompli.xh- 
ments  ;  and  none  need  to  be  ruined  by  the  failure 
of  their  business  nor  become  either  criminals  or 
the  dupes  and  helpless  victims  of  rapacious  and 
U'lprincipled  politicians    ineiely  to   prolong  their 
existence. 

Those  who  have  not  had  experience  w^ould  be 
surprised  at  the  facility  with  which  adults  can  ac- 
quire a  new  business;  and  more  so,  at  the  mines 
of  wealth  which  lie  Iridden  and  dormant  in  the 
little  heads  and  hands  of  children  which  only  wait 
the  opportunities  and  eucouragement  for  develop- 
ment. 

Opportunities  should  be  immediatly  provkled 
where  any  one  destitute  of  a  sustaining  busii:ce.s 
would  leani  one,  and  where  children  however  des- 
titute, can  provide  themselves  with  a  variety  of 
resources  to  fortify  themselves  against  the  acci- 
dents anil  revolutions  of  after  life. 

Geometry,  a  most  beautiful  study  as  well  as  a 
great  disciplinary  agent,  indispensable  in  all  or 
nearly  all  the  useful  pursuits  and  even  in  conver- 
sation, is  but  very  partially  taught,  anH  taught  to 
but  very  few,  and  those  few  the  very  ones  who 
make  the  least  use  of  it  in  after  life.  Jfo  child  of 
either  sex  should  lack  the  opportunity  of  studying 
Geometry. 

Grammar. — A  great  deal  is  said  about  the  study 
of  Grammar,  and  there  is  now  no  school  in  this 
country  where  it  ia  not  professedly  taught ;  yet 
no  two  citizens  can  talk  together  on  any  impor- 
tant subject  for  ten  minutes  without  misunder- 
standing each  other;  and  in  these  times,  particu- 
larly, on  political  themes,  scarcely  without  i)ecom- 
iiig  enemies  perhaps  for  life,  mostly  from  the 
misunderstanding  of  each  others  language !  In 
the  face  of  these  results  I  ask,  to  what  use  has 
all  the  immenM  labor  on  Grammar  been  bestow- 
ed in  the  schools'?  Kot  only  has  the  Ktudy  of 
Grammar  not  produced  the  desired  results  aimed 
at,  bjTvhe  authors  of  grammatical  systems,  but 
theii0  |y«iems  have  worked  most  disastrously 
agai|m  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  to 
an  dSlint  that  few  seem  to  have  realized 

heard  the  very  besi  thoughts  expressed 

ost  forcible  and  bost  possible  language, 

at,u  z|^iBV9  said  to  the    speukers    ''There!  set 

those  words  down  just  as  you  spoke  them  and  pub- 

"""^    >  au<l  they  have  replied,  '*  O  1  never 

of  writing  any  thing  for  publi«uti.»u — 

rne<l  Grammar  !  "  ' 

etiture  to  say,  that  more  excellent  and 

resulU  of  human  experience  have  been 

to  die  with   their  possetsorB  through  fear 

matical  hypercritiiism,   than  have    ever 

been  raade  public  ftocn  any  other  sources. 


{  A  Bucceaslul  public  writer  once  taid  to  me — "I 
never  tjo«ld  say  any  thing  wgrth  hearing  till  I  for- 
got alP  my  Grammar."  The  explanation  of,  it 
was,  as  I  conceived  it,  that  the  mind  is  so  consti- 
tuted t^tai  it  can  give  attentiotf  Ito  only  one  thing 
at  a  titilei,  and  if  when  writing  or  speaking  we  at- 
tempt U>  giv*)  attention  to  granrmxatical  rules  we 
cannot  jjive  atteiiti'ui  to  our  subject. 

I  know  a  lady  who  will  jabl»er  off  two  or  three 
pages  of  grammatical  abstractions  as  fast  as  a  par- 
rot could  do  the  same,  and  at  the  eml  she  has 
said,  "There,  that  is  Grammar.  If  you  under- 
stand it,  very  well,  I  don't  understand  a  word  of 
what  it  means,  though  I  learned  it  while  a  girl  at 
school  and  got  the  piemium  for  being  at  the  head 
of  the  class." 

Some  of  the  grammatical  formulas  and  classi- 
ticationB  are  uselul  ton  certain  extent,  but  there 
is  a  way  of  acconiplitiliing  the  objects  aimed  at 
by  grammatical  syistems  without  the  immense  la- 
bor generally  bestowed  upon  it,  fee,  without  giv- 
ing rise  to  that  terror  of  grammatical  hypercriti- 
cism  which  is  a  greater  obstatile  to  the  freedom  of  I 
speech  andoi  the  press  than  any  censorship  ever 
attempted  by  the  most  unqualilied  despotism. 

Defikition^. — Dictionaries  are  v.'ritten  and  they 
are  studied  by  the  young,  who,  if  they  can  com- 
mit their  tasks  to  memory  without  a  single  cor- 
rect idea,  get  credit  for  perfect  lessons,  and  think 
themse^et)  a|l  right  and  superior  to  the  dull  plod- 
der who  Ljoea  to  sleep  over  his  task  because  it 
meaAv  nothing  to  him  who  wants  to  understand 
the' use  of  what  he  does.  He  is  punished,  and 
the  more  succeb^lul  are  praised  and  rewarded  ;  | 
but  0!  if  men,  even  those  highest  in  autliority 
and  pow«r,  only  understood  or  could  make  others 
uiuterstand  the  legi'imate  meaning  of  the  words 
they  use,  there  hrtlght  be  some  hope  of  this  world 
U'ing  fit  to  live  in,  sooner  than  "It  will  be. 

AKiTUMtria.^The  indif^pensable  study  of  Arith- 
metic btfing  conducted  solely  by  the  strength  of 
the  memory  is  very  liable  to  die  out  beJore  it  is 
brouAt  hito  practical  use,  to  an  extent  at  least, 
w  hic-h  renders  it  unreliable  for  business  purposes, 
riiere  is  a  mode  of  teaching  it  which  obviates  this 
objection, 

Dkawimq.  —  It  is  almost  as  natural  for  children 
to  draw',^s  it  is  for  them  to  play  ;  and  yet,  how 
few  are^itsisted  or  encouraged  in  the  exercise  of 
this  valuable  faculty  which  would  be  of  constant 
utility  in  every  position  in  life  !  Even  in  conver- 
sation, a  few  simple  lines  will  frequently  illusUate 
the  form  of  the  subject  or  au  unknown  road,  where 
words  would  not  only  fail,  bnt  mislead  the  under- 
standing^ Besides,  drawing  is  part  of  the  prep- 
aration for  writing  as  welt  as  for  picturing  and  tor 
almost  every  useful  pursuit,  and  i»  almost  indii»-j 
pensablif  to  every  one  who  expects  to  be  of  any 
use  in  the  world  ;  yet  not  one  child  in  perhaps  a 
hundred  lias  the  leaslencouragement  or  assistance 
in  the  eiiercise  of  this  valuable  and  beautilul  ac- 
complishment, 

DANci»ia. — This  beautiful  humanizing  element 
of  social  intercourse  is  a  means  of  promoting 
health  by  cheerfulness  and  exercise,  calling  forth 
the  social  sympathies  and  adding  the  charm  of 
symmetrical  and  gracelul  movement,  and  trairiing 
the  body,  tu  an  easy  carriage  and  m^lf-possession. 
How  cruelly  atlverse  to  all  these  desirable  objects 
are  those  considerations,  which,  where  they  ex- 
ist, compel  some  to  question  the  expediency  of 
dancing  as  a  social  pastime!  How  many  adults 
have  I  heani  say,  with  lieep  reuret,  after  having 
been  invited  to  dance,  ''I  cannot  dance,  I  wish  I 
conhl,  but  I  never  learned.  My  parents  went 
against  it." 

Thrfre  is  sotne  force  in  the  objections  of  parents, 
such  as  iho  tendency  to  extravairarit  dresses,  and 
expendtture  ot  means  that  might  be  wanti>d  in 
business,  ,late  hours  interfering  with  business — 
the  tendency  t*)  induco  intemperate  habits  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  one  or  two  other  objections^  but 
these  are  mostly  caused  by  the  ranty  of  the  op- 
poitnnities  for  dancing.  1  have,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  seen  them  all  overcome  by  ihv  frequency 
of  Hhe  opportunities.  In  order  to  have  opportuni- 
ties for  the  masses  sufficiently  fiequent,  they 
.•ih<ii»4d  be  inexpensive.  Is  it  replied  that  cheap 
balls  ar*  not  fashionable'?  Then  I  need  onlj-  to 
say  thai  we  have  arrived  at  the  root  of  the  evil 
complained  of,  ami  that  in  this,  as  in  moreimpor- 
taiit  matters,  as  long  as  the  ma«ses  attempt  to  im- 
itate th«  luxurious  few  and  blindly  follow  their 
lead  there  in  no  hope  for  them  but  in  being  edu- 
fsited  up  to  a  little  eelf-respect. 


Logic.— Sometimes  defined  to  be"theri"ht 
useoi  rtawin."  Of  all  the  traps  ever  set  by  Sa- 
tau  toft^nare  mankind,  none  ever  equalled  the 
well-infended  methet*  of  ByllogiBtic  Logic.  The 
very  first  Ptep  from  a  self-evident  universal  truth 
?"f^  ^rUl  *"  "Ppear  true,  but  yet  be  entirely 
lalse.  Thu«  twice  two  of  anything  make  four  of 
anythmif,  therefore  twice  two  dates  make  four 
banaa^  or,  ten  is  more  than  five  ;  therefore,  a 
terith  paH  o{  a  thing  is  more  than  a  fifth  part ' 

False  »ml  dangerous  as  syllogistic  Logi^;  is  lia- 
ble  to  be,  it  is  the  kind  of  Logic  now  in  use  in  all 

our  public  dh»cu««i6n«  and  deliberations,  and  the 
destinies  of  the  whole  people  and  all  their  inter- 
^ests  are  at  the  mercy  of  this  kind  of  reasoning! 

•'  A  little  learning  in  this  branch  is  a  most  dangerous 

thing; 
Drink  deep  or  taste  not  of  the  Logical   spring." 

History.  —  To  what  purpose  have  we  read  his- 
tory, when  that  \<rhit;h  we  have  ri*ad  most,  name- 
ly, that  of  the  French  Revolution  and  that  ol 
England,  we  have  derived  no  benefit  from  1  but 
upon  the  coritiary,  the  wild  instinctive  passions 
rage  over  this  laud  while  I  speak,  with  a  ferocity 
equalled  only  in  the  reign  of  terror  in  France,  and 
in  England  in  the  time  of  James  II,;  an(i  now, 
instead  of  following  the  logic  of  our ^jolitical  lead- 
ers, if  anything  could  benefit  us,  it  might  be  the 
public  reading  the  hibtorius  of  those  times,  where- 
in we  sl.ould  see  ourselvfes  as  in  a  mirror,  and  we 
might  in  condemning  others,  see  our  own  defor- 
mity. 

Our  political  leaders  would,  probably,  not  ac-' 
knowledge  that  th»^y  had  never  read  these  histo- 
ries;  but  precisely  at  the  time  when  the  knowl- 
edge thus  acquired  could  be  of  use,  no  use  is 
made  of  it.  If  private  interebts  or  passions  over- 
ride  all  that  can.  be  learued  from  history,  then 
have  we  s«jmetliing  to  learn  with  regard  to  en- 
trusting the  wliolo  destinies  of  the  masses  of  the 
peoj)le  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  This  leads  us  to 
the  bttucturo  of  government;  but  we  will  defer 
this  subject  for  the  present  moment,  and  ask  in 
this  connection,  to  what  purpose  have  the  Greek 
and  Latin  and  French  languages  been  studied  so 
far  as  great  in  terests  are  concerned  1  Neither  the 
Greeks  nor  any  other  nation  known  to  us  have 
settled  or  established  any  successful  national  pol- 
ity, and  it  is  preeuniable  that  all  or  most  of  oux 
public  men  have  studied  these  languages,  and  yet 
it  would  appeal  by  results  that  it  might  have  been 


better  for  us  had  the  ancient  precedents  in  error 
been  allowed  to  sleep  unexplored,  and  that  "we 
had  been  thrown  upon  our  own  e.\perience  rather 
than  study  precedents  merely  to  quote  and  iraitat*j 
them  without  di^cri^linatiun.  It  seems  that  the 
Athenians  were  notorious  for  learned  and  sharp 
disputation  without  end,  and  without  any  ralua- 
ble  national  results  ;  and  Boston  has,  I  think,  beea 
very  aptly-  termed  the  "  Athens  of  Aiuoiiua." 
.\   "'       [liemaiftcUr  next  ueek.] 
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For  the  Boston  Investigator. 
ON   IJDUCATION  AN1>  KE-EDUCA- 

TION. 

A  Discourse  delivered  before  tke  Parker  Fraternity, 
in  Boston. 

—  BY  JOSIAH  WARk£N. 

[C/onc!uded  from  last  week's  paper.] 
Our  grand  and  glorious  mechanum  which  al- 
most alone  distinguishes  our  civilualion  Irom  bar- 
barism, is  not  derived  from  tlie  Greeks  nor  the 
Latins,  and  very  little  of  it  from  any  loreign 
source.  It  ieems  to  be  the  natural  outgrowth 
of  our  own  wants  judiciously  consulted. 

Music— The  most  humanizing,  elevating,  and 
refining  element  ol  our  civilizatiun,  the  must  pas- 
sionately beloved  and  most  innocent  of  all  our  so- 

•^^l"'^*'  *'"*  *  '"'*'■'*'  P^^^f  o*  incalculable  j 
■lagrffWWe,  ItAB  Xiui  ju*t  beguM  to  Im  luHwaucBii 
as  a  cominou  elemcut  of  education  ;  but  It  is  uu- 1 
avoidably  taught  very  crudely.  The  lauU  is  not 
m  the  teachers  but  in  the  crudity  ot  the  musical 
notation  itself.  It  does  not  present  the  elements 
oi  expretoiua  to  the  understanding  of  the  per- 
lormer,  but  in  such  an  indefinite  and  tague  juan- 
nar  Uiat  he  ma/  mi^^take  a  dirge  lor  a  jig,  and  the 
ohoicest  protluctious  are  consUntly  spoUed  by  the 
random   guesses  of  even  experienced  ^rm forme r<5. 


Can  it  be  believed  that  Handel  had  wiiiten  an 
oratorio  fur  a  certain  ocoasioa.  and  that  at  the  lifat 
rehearsal  of  it  (the  liJVai  fa.mly  bemg  p.esenibv 
apuctalinvitul.,.)  wh^jn  all  las  |p»i^^/ai,q  iian. 
Uelinhi^h  cxpcctulw/n  ol  the  gc^nd  f/ffects  he 
had  couteraplated,  gave  the  sign  to  his  leader  to 
-commence,  the  effect  was  so  entirely  contrary  to 
what  ho  had  intended  that  in  a  ra^e  ot  chagrin 
and  di^Hippointment  he  threw  a  violin  at  the  head 
or  the  leader  and  the  performance  was  broken  up 
m  conlu.sion] 

Now,  what  was  the  eiipl<ina<ion  of  this?     It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  Handel  did  not  know  how 
to  wntu  hia  taoughts  as   far  as  the  notation  per- 
mitted ;  nor  is  »t  to  be  supposed  that  the  fault  was 
m  one  tiiat  he  wouhl  t»eloct  as   leader  ol  his  or- 
chestra.     It  was  in    thu  noiiitiiMi  itself.      There 
was  no  means  of  indicating  dejinitely  the  empha- 
•18,  upon  which  just  as  muoh  an  on  the  emphasis 
in  oouversatiun,  the  whole  sense  or  ctfect depends. 
L«  tacl^  '.«r   niUMKi   ffeneraHy  may  be  hHW'io  b(^ 
Witiiuiile.VpresBiun,  or  unlhout  music.       f^^k)  and 
a  dii^lay  ot  mechauieal  dexter  iy  seem  toiks  the 
common  ends  and  aims   ot  a  large  porlioti  (A  our 
musical    peitormancos..       It  i^   music  uddresspd, 
not  to  the   ear  or  the   t  motions,  out   toiheeye 
and  to  tlie  organs  of  marvoilousness,  as  if  the  de- 
sign is   to  astonish   rather   than   to  please.      Ot 
course,  there  are  a  low  exceptions.      VVheraanor- 
cheatra^-tts  that  of  Jullien's,  has  been  a  wByBlre 
ilrilled  under  one  judicious  leader  long  encngh  to 
get  his   particular  expressions,   &c.,  who  is  wise 
above  what  ir*  written,  we    have   then  some  indi- 
cations ot  what    music   might  become,  when  the 
notatijn  itselt  should  indicate  to  every  performer 
exactly  tlie  expression  required  of  hirn.     Butout- 
side  ot  such  dull,  musical  performances  have  pre- 
sented m  my  mind  ground  and  lofting  tumbling- 
extraordinary  teats  ol  agility,  musical    gymnas- 
tics.      It    is  well    to   learn,  on    fitting  occasions, 
wnat   an    instrument  or  voice  is  capable  of  and 
what  human  industry  can  a"complish  with  it,  but 
this  irt  niechuiiisni  rather  than  music.       We  want 
music  lor  the  pleasure  it  afiurds  to  the  moral  fac- 
ulties. 

It  is  stated  of  Haydn,  the  reputed  father  of  in- 
strumental  music,  ttiat  when  he  sat  down  to  com- 
pose some  ol  his  delightful  symphonies,  he  would 
imagine  some  little  story  or  romance  to  guide  his 
imagination  ;  lor  instance,  hrs  departure  from  home 
on  a  journey,  the  taking  leave  ot  his  friends,  the 
calm  on  the  sea  'succeeded  by  a  storm,  and  the 
sate  and  joyous  arrival  in  port,  and  the  greeting 
of  his  Iriends  again  and  their  congratulations  lor 
his  satety. 

When  I  have  listened  to  some  of  the  musical 
performances  of  late  years,  especially  in  the 
streets,  I  have  imagined  that  the  composer  had 
before  his  mind  a  tin  pedlar's  wagon  moving  slow- 
ly towarils  a  house  where  it  i^  stop|)ed  ;  the  ped- 
lar exchanges  a  lew  iiwlistinct  words  with  the 
housekeeper,  when  the  horse  takes  fright  and 
.  runs  ol!  with  the  wagon,  and  I  could  count  each 
jolt  and  rattle  of  the  load  as  the  wheels  struck 
the  stones  until  the  whole  is  brought  up  sudilen- 
ly  agaitist  a  stone  post,  and  a  general  smash  up 
and  splurge  ol  the  tin  ware  over  the  pavements 
constitute  the  *<  final  cadence." 

Novv  it  is  very   practicable   to  write  and  teach 
music  in  such  a  manner  that  instead  of  its  excel- 
lence ol  expression    or    the   soul  of  music  being 
confined  to  a  few  who  devote  their  whole  lives  to 
it,  that  excellence  may  be  reached  or  approached 
by   almost  any  child   of  either  sex   by  the  time 
he  or  she  is  twelve  or  fourteen  years  old  without 
neglecting  any  other  uselul  pursuit  or  study,  and 
in  the  meantime   they  can  be  enabled   to  under- 
stand'all  that  there   is  and    is  not  in  the  common 
musical  notation,  and    be  better  qualified  toper- 
form  from  it  than  they  could  have  been  with  much 
more  labor  bestowed  on    that  alone.      A  musical 
work  supplying  the  demand  here  indicated,  was 
undertaken  in  the  year  '26,  and  was  under  study 
and  experiment  till  '43.     The  results  were  shown 
to  an  excetlent  musician  who  was  a  music  pub- 
lisher, and  a  very  good  and  kind  friend  of  the  au- 
thor,  and    he  was  afterwards  asked,  by  another 
friend,  what  he   thought  of  itl      His  very  frank 
reply  was,    "  we  who  have  so  much  invented  in 
the  common  rnusic,  the   less  we  say  about  it  the 
better."  ^ 

Here,   money-ra%king    stood,   as  usMal,   right 
across   the  path  of  civilizing  progreM. 
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TUESDAY    EVENING,  APHIL  3,  1860. 


Tbc  Public  L.lbrarT. 

To  the  Effitorof  The  lioston  Journal : 

Among  the  '■  Kotes  aud  (^ueilts "  la  the  Transcript 
isthefollowiDpf:  ^ 

n«n  VJ^^}\^^  »*''■*  'f  '"y  '''^°«  mathematician  who 
can  calculate  tf.e  return  of  ilallBy's  Comet  •  aod  if  bo 
whettocr  be  osn  also  calculate  the  time  of  tUe  appear- 
auce  ol  the  Judex  to  the  Pubiic  Library  ?"        "*'*'"'^ 

Although  not  much  cf  a  matbtmaUeian.  I  can  cal- 
culate, from  the  projjreM  maue  within  the  past  year 
or  two,  and  from  what  I  we  and  hear,  that  the  Index 
to  the  Public  Library  in  Boylrton  street,  may  be  com- 
pleted within  a  century  aud  a  hall'. 

Pray,  gentlemen  TrustecB,  horry  up  this  matter,  and 
lufuce  a  little  more  llf«  and  energy  into  the  eooond 
story,  or  what  many  call  tb«  ornamental  psrt  ol  the 
Library  building.  ^ 


"  c 


THE  LONDON   AMERICAN. 

LONDON,  WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  t,  1861. 


THK    BOSTOK    FBEE  LmRAUY, 

A  proud  monunicnt,  to  men  whom  Boston 
delights  to  honor,  to  Edward  Everett,  to  Joshua 
Bates,  of  London,  to  John  P.  Bicelow,  and 
others,  8tand.s  the  Free  Library  Building,  facing 
the  "  Common,"  the  beautiful  City  Park.  True, 
the  city  constructed  the  hbrary  building,  and 
has  pledged  itself  "  alwa^'s  hereafter  to  main- 
tain a  Firltiiblo  establishment  for  a  public  free 
library,  in  which  arrangements  shall  be  made 
for  tho  ccnifortable  accommodation,  at  one  and 
the  same  lime,  and  at  all  proper  hours  of  the  day 
and  evening,  for  at  least  one  hundred  readers. 
But  the  names  of  Bates,  Everett,  and  Bigolow, 
will  "always  hereafter"  bo  associated  with  this 
institution,  which  has  no  superior  in  this  coun- 
try and  but  few  rivals  in  the  old  world ;  for  to 
thcFTi  is  duo  its  exi»tence  and  its  vitality — they 
have  supplied  to  the  fountain  the  living  water, 
which  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  invited  to  par- 
take without  price.  It  is  an  institution  that 
has  steadily  gained  on  the  afiections  of  tho  citi- 
zens for  nuie  years,  because  it  is  in  harmony 
with  their  early  educational  training  and  the 
genius  of  tho  people. 

Tho  original  donation  of  Mr.  Bates,  of  the 
celebrated  house  of  Baring  Brothers,  to  his  na- 
tive city,  was  ^50,UUU  for  a  fund,  "  the  income  of 
which  should,  year  by  year,  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and  au- 
thority." Since  then  Mr.  Bates  has  contributed 
850,^)00  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  reference 
and  tho  standard  works,  making  3100,000  or 

4-:><>,ooo. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  alike  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  living  and  the  memory  of  the  dead, 
to  omit  mention  of  the  liberal  donation  of 
Jonathan  Phillips  (830,000),  of  Abbot  Lawrence, 
(1(),(KJU),  of  Theodore  Parker,  a  rare  and  co.stiy 
collection  of  ll,0O0  volutnca  ;  of  the  sons  of  the 
late  Dr.  Bowditch,  his  library,  2,o00  volumes; 
and  of  (JeorgoTicknor,  tiio  celebrated  publisher, 
2,.'i00  books,  besides  his  valuable  and  almost  un- 
remitting services  in  establishing  tho  "  institu- 
tion," and  guiding  it  to  its  present  po.sition  of 
cniinent  usefulness. 

NumoroTxs  .smaller,  but  not  less  meritorious 
gifts  oF  money  and  books  have  been  received, 
as  I  atn  informed  by  the  superintendent,  till 
the  permanent  fund  amounts  to  §100,000,  and 
tho  number  of  volumes  to  100,000,  exclui?ivo  of 
pamphlets.  The  interest  of  this  fund  is  to  bo 
devoted  to  tho  purchase  of  books,  and  it  is  an- 
ticipated that  the  contributions  will  contiuao 


even  more  generou.sIy,  as  the  institution  ap. 
peals  to  a  largo  and  wealthy  city,  and  nowhere 
in  the  Avorld  do  peoi)le  more  fully  ajjpreciato 
that  noble  idea— that  it  is  bettor  to  educate 
than  to  punish.    Ho  much  for  private  liberality. 

Nor  has  the  city  proved  itself  unworthy  of 
its  generous  citizen.".  A  brick  building,  sub- 
stantial, fire-proof,  with  stone  facing.^,  116  feet 
long  and  82  feet  wide,  has  been  constructed  in 
the  Roman-Italian  style,  with  land  enough  left 
to  more  than  triple  tho  ground  dimensions. 
Tho  city  has  paid  from  its  treasury  tho  entire 
cost  of  the  building  aud  grounds,  and  has 
annually  approj)riated  some  twenty  thou.snnd 
dollars  for  tho  maintenance  of  the  establish 
ment,  in  all,  I  learn,  between  §300.000  ard 
§400,000. 

The  interior  of  the  stately  edifice  is  tastefully 
finished  with  two  principal  floors,  the  lower  of 
which  is  devoted  to  the  circulating  department, 
and  to  the  periodicals  of  the  day.  The  upper 
floor  forms  a  very  imposing  hall  of  fifty-eight 
feet  in  length,  surrounded  by  alcoves  and  corri- 
dors containing  shelvesj  for  150,000  books.  Good 
results  following  noble  and  well-directed  means, 
as  night  succeeds  the  day  :— tho  books  are 
mostly  of  a  high  class,  and  I  was  informed  that 
the  proportion  of  readers  of  fiction  is  growing 
smaller  every  year,  which  fact  is  worthy  of 
notice,  though  good  novels,  in  my  opinion,  aro 
far  from  being  objectionable.  The  number  of 
books  taken  for  homo  use  annually  is  150,000, 
or  500  a  day.  The  number  of  visitors  is  not 
known,  but  probably  equals  tho  number  of 
books  taken  home.  This  is  pretty  well  for  a 
city  of  180,000  inhabitants.  One  m  every  180 
of  the  population  daily  enjoys  the  privileges  of 
tho  in.stitution.  Every  resident  of  tho  city 
above  18  years  of  age,  by  simply  signing  the 
regulation.s,  may  become  a  reader  tuid  draw 
books  one  at  a  time.  The  number  of  signers  at 
present  is  about  23,000,  or  one  to  about  8  in- 
habitants. 

A  valuable  catalogue  has  recently  been  pub- 
lished under  thcdirection  of  C.  C.  Jewctt,  Esq., 
the  learned  and  accomplished  superintendent, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  (and  I  may  say  related, 
as  our  ancestors  came  from  England  to  Ply- 
mouth  colony  in  tho  same  ship,  in  the  year 
1^139)  for  the  facts  in  reference  to  the  library. 
Mr.  Jewett  is  indefaiigablo  in  his  labors,  and 
speaks  enthusiastically  of  the  benefactors  of  tho 
library,  especially  of  Mr.  Bates,  of  Loudon,  anfl 
Mr.  Geo.  Ticknor,  of  Boston. 
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A    WALLACE  THAXTIR AssofUlV  Bditob 

B.  P.  BHILLABEft •♦ 


r.  DKMs,  jar.  Brer- 
itada  of  tfa«  Inafcitu' 
ig:  itoouUbi,  we 
rhioh  oo]j|9b«d« 


THJB   PUBLIC    LIBRARY* 

Oar  readers  will  learn  witb  much  satlifaction  thai  the 
Upper  Hall  of  the  Public  Liorary  is  now  open  for  the  de- 
livery ol  boom  lor  home  reading,  aa  well  m  for  use  with- 
in the  building,  and  that  an  "Index  to  the  Catalogue"  cl 
the  large  and  valuable  collection  contained  in  It  has  been 
Pttbliehed.    This  Index  contains  the  titloa  of  aboat  fifty- 
a ve  thou  jan*  volumes,  and  Is  to  be  r««»rded  a*  atrlotly 
a  supplement  to  the  Index  of  books  In  the  Lower  Hall; 
for  with  only  a  few  exceptions  copies  of  the  same  work 
are  not  found   In  both  departments  of  the  Library.    A 
comparison  of  th*  two  Indexes  la  therefore  nooeeaary  in 
order  to  form  any  just  eatlmate  of  Jta  .extent  and  oom- 
Pletenesa,  even  in  respect  to  a  akrcle  subject  or  class  ol 
subjeota.    A  imma,  for  Instance,  who  wishes  to  ascerUln 
whatbo<A8  fl£6  Library  cootaina  relative  to  America, 
Natural  fllstury,  Mathematics,  or  any  other   aubjeot,' 
must  Nrlr  to  each  Index,  uud  by  adding  together  the 
books  enumerated  under  the  same  title  In  the  two  index 
es,  and  in  the  supplements  to  the  smaller  Indexes,  he 
will  ascertain  very  nearly  how  many  there  are  on  that 
■ubject.    This  division  of  the  Library  into  two  distinct 
departmont^  is  attended  with  some  disadvantasjes,  since 
It  requires  the  use  of  two  indexes  or  catalogues  In  place 
of  one.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  It  seems  to  be  rendered 
neoeasary  In  consequence  of  the  plan  adopted  in  the 
erection  of  the  building,  which  pre-supposed  two  placef 
for  the  delivery  ol  books;  and  there  are  certainly  some  I,'—  »»""' 
obvious  advantages  in  the  employment  of  two  seta  of  per-  ^od  mia 

so»8  for  this  purpose.    It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  the 

Lower  Hall,  which  now  contains  about  nineteen  thousand 
volumes,  is  devoted  exclusively  to  books  designed  for 
general  droulailon,  and  that  In  the  distribution  of  the 
books  those  have  b^n  placed  In  this  department  for 
which  there  is  likely  to  be  the  most  frequent  oall  The 
books  In  the  Upper  Hall  are  divided  into  three  olasses- 
flrst,  those  which,  like  the  Bowditch  Library  an.l  the 
British  Speoincatlon  of  PatenU,  were  given  under  an  ex- 
press  stipulation  that  they  ahall  be  uaed  only  within  the 
buildlngi  second,  those  which,  as  being  works  of  refer- 
enoe,  ought  always  to  be  aooesslble  to  persona  rlaltlng  the 
It'lJrary,  or  lor  some  other  sunioient  reason,  such  as  the 


rkrU    '    Ki  k  ' — — *"'•  ><.m>uu,  Buuii  as  me  i  •""  i'«««'»«v«nuu  u«  kuis  luueji  moy  wouia  sdii  nave  ren- 

^ruy  or  high  cost  of  the  volume,  are  not  thought  to  be  I  ^ered  an  important  service  to  all  who  arc  InUreated  in  ^ 
adapted  tor  general  circulation,  but  which  can  be  takcL  I  the  study  of  hooka.    It  la  In  every  reapeet  a  model  work 


The  largest  department,  aa  we  are  glad  to  Im^ri  ^K 
-he  very  a4q|irable  preteoe  to  the  j^jesent  Index,  la  that 
of  Uovernro^nt,  Admin^tratlonand  Public  Eoonomy,  in 
which,  though  the  ^nerosjW  sf  Ut.  Bates,  Mr.  Ever 
ett,  Mr.  Wfathrop,  an<|ilther^ly  frietada  of  the 
tion.  it  has  been  made  Bsusuo))^  strong  : 
believe,  everything  on  these  subjects  w 
aired  in  a  library  designed  for  popular  use.  Another  Im 
portant  department, upon  which  much  attention  haa  been 
bestowed,  is  that  of  the  arts  and  sciences;  and  a  reference 
to  such  titles  aa  architecture,  aatronomy,  botany,  chem- 
istry, engineering,  music,  nrintlng,  and  the  like,  afford* 
a  very  satislkctory  Indication  of  the  constant  endeavor 
of  the  Truatees  to  make  it  useful  to  all  claaaea  in  the 
j  community.  The  Library  Is  also  very  strong  for  one  o) 
Its  size  In  recent  French,  German  and  Italian  literature, 
>  a  department  which  owes  much  of  its  value  to  the  ript 
scholarship  of  Mr.  Tloknor,  whose  labors  In  behali  of  the 
Institution  have  been  constant  and  unwearied  from  lU 
lirat  organization.  There  Is  beside  a  very  good  colleotloc 
of  books  of  voyages  and  travels,  and  many  important 
works  on  physical  geography. 

These  t-easures  are  made  easily  accessible  by  means  o) 
the  two  Indexes  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  and 
which  contain  In  the  aggregate  more  than  eleven  hun- 
dred Imperial  ooUvo  pages,  printed  in  double  columns, 
in  amall  but  remarkably  clear  and  handaome  type.    In 
the  preparation  of  these  Indexea  It  haa  evidently  been 
the  sole  object  of  the  Trustees  to  carry  out  their  original 
Intention  of  making  the  Library  practically  useftil;  and 
they  have  wisely  adhered  to  the  plan  suggested  aome 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Jewett,  the  present  efficient  Superin- 
tendent, by  whom  both  Indexes  weie  prepared.    In  the 
Preface  to  the  index  of  1858,  the  Trustees  very  justly  re- 
marked, in  reference  to  that  volume,— "It  is  the  result 
of  much  patient  labor  and  much  practical  knowledge 
and  skill.    The  Trustws  believe  it  to  be  well  fitted  to  iU 
purpose,  which  la  that  of  rendering  the  portion  of  the 
Library  represented  by  It,  Intelligible  and  aooeaalble  t« 
all  i  to  tfaoae  wh*  are  Uttlo  Ift  the  habit  of  uaing  booka, 
aa  well  aa  to  thoie  who  make  MN^HlKand  study  the  malii 
business  of  thelf  11  v^    Its  arrangement  and  details  they 
conceive  can  hardly  fail  made  plainer.    It  is  alphabetical 
throitfhout.    It  is,  thMefore,.aa  simple  In  its  construe- 
tlon  OS  an  Kngllsh  dlotranary,  and  as  easily  oaed.    At 
the  same  time,  they  have  no  doubt  it  is  sufflciently  ample 
^nj|»."    The  same  remarks  will  apple  equally 
well  to  tVpresent  Index.    It  bears  on  every  page  tb^ 
^marka  of  the  utmost  care  In  the  preparation'  of  the  m  j| 
toriala  and  their  subsequent  arrangement ;   and  gresf' 
upraise  must  be  awarded  to  the  various  persons  employe4 
on  it  for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have  per- 
formed  the  dttl'es  assigned  to  them.    From  a  pretty  care 
pi  examination  of  iU  uaices  we  enterUln  no  doubt  that 
k  will  meet  all  the  requirements  of  auoh  a  catalogue, 
while  it  will  alao  be  found  to  answer  the  pnrpoaeofa 
convenient  bibliographical  manual  In  many  oases  where 
it  would  be  Inconvenient  to  procure  a  larger  or  more  ex- 
pensive work.    If  the  Trustees  had  dona  nothing  beyond 
the  publication  of  this  Index  they  would  still  have  ren 
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out  by  special  permission;  and  third,  thoae  booka  which 
are  intended  to  be  circulated  with  the  eame  fhMdom  as 
thoae  in  the  Lower  llall.  Thla  olau  Includes,  of  course 
much  the  largest  part  of  the  Library;  and  In  our  exam- 
ination of  the  present  Index  we  have  been  much  gratifle<) 
to  find  how  tew  of  the  books  are  '  sUrred,"  to  in4ieat« 
that  they  are  not  designed  lor  circulation. 

Even  Irom  a  cursory  examination  of  the  Index  no  one 
can  fait  to  see  that  from  the  outset  it  haa  been  the  chief 
object  of  the  Truatees  to  make  the  Library  practically 
useful;  and  In  carrying  out  this  ob)eot  they  have  been 
eminently  succesaftil.  J>orlnB  the  last  four  or  five  years 
we  have  repeatedly  had  oocaalon  to  test  the  oompletonest 
of  the  Library  in  many  of  its  departments,  and  we  have 
seldom  failed  to  find  exactly  the  Inlormation  for  whiob 
we  sought,  while  the  uniform  courtesy  of  every  person 
connected  with  the  Library  with  whom  we  have  had  an* 
intercourse  has  greatly  facilluted  our  Inquiriw. 

The  Library  is  of  course  much  stronger  In  aome  depart 
menu  than  it  la  iq  othera;  but  we  believe  that  there  is  no 
department  which  can  be  called  weak  lor  an  institution 
of  ita  alte,  and  we  have  never  seen  any  larue  ooUeotior 
In  whieh  there  are  so  few  oooks  that  no  one  will  ever 
cere  to  look  Into.    The  booka  are,  witb  few  exceptions, 
of  real  Interest  and  value,  and  most  of  them  have  oeen 
•elected  with  great  oar«  by  persons  whose  blbUographical 
knowledge  admirably  qnalifl.Q  them  for  saeh  a  Uborion* 
duty.    In  the  divisions  of  Eoclish  and  American  historj 
it  la  particularly  strong  :  it  ineludea,  for  inatance,  com 
plete  oolleotlona  of  Congressional  docaments  Hd  of  thf 
Sessional  Papers  of  Parliament,  the  publications  of  manj 
of  the  historical  societies  in  this  country  and  of  the  dif 
ferent  printing  clubs  in  England,  an  invaluable  oolleo- 
llon  of  town  and  county  hUtoriea,  and  a  great  aanber  ol 
works  in  Illustration  of  some  particular  topic,  ordeslgnet 
to  cover  the  whole  field  ol  Inquiry  In  each  of  these  de 
partments.  It  is  alao  strong  In  French  history;  and  there 
18  Indeed  no  civilised  country  In  respect  to  whose  historj 
the  Library  cannot  be  a<ivanUgeonsly  eonaulted 


of  its  kind 

We  have  already  extended  theae  remarks  to  aaeh  a 
length,  that  we  have  left  ourselves  no  space  to  refer  to 
special  features  of  the  Index  ;  but  there  are  one  or  two 
obaervetlons  whiob  ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  even  the 
most  cursory  notice,  aa  they  add  much  to  the  oaeftalneas 
of  the  iK>ok»^n  the  case  of  authors  of  the  same  name 
great  oare^been  Uken  to  mark  the  dUtlnetlon  between 
the  worUof  each  of  them,  and  In  many  Inatanoea  the 
dates  o^ie  writer's  birth  and  death  are  specified,  and 
ala*  his  place  e(  residence.    In  the  caae  of  all  volnmlo- 
oua  works  and  all  eollectlona,  the  eontenta  ta  eMfa  vol 
ume  la  eatalogued,  ao  that  every  person  aainc  the  Libra- 
ry nn  tell  at  a  glance  what  particular  volume  he  may 
wish  tocensuU.    But  perhaps  the  most  Important  fea- 
ture In  the  Index,  as  It  is  eerlalnly  that  whieh  Involved 
the  greatest  amount  of  labor,  fs  the  very  ftall  and  care- 
fully prepared  alpbabetlMl  Index  to  the  Congreaalonal 
documents  and  the  Senional  Papers  <^  Parliament.    Bo 
fkr  as  we  know,  nothing  of  the  kind  baa  beea  pabUahed 
:>efore.  tbwigh  Ita  Importance  cannot  be  ermmted. 
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CataloKar  af  Ike  Fablir  lAhr^ry, 

Till-  cat fllii^iic  (if  the  boo!;s  iu  tU"  uppi-r  hall  of  tho 
public  llbj  ury  a\  liieb  La  <  boon  for  -oino  tinu'  in  preps- 
nitioD,  ha:i  bi cu  issued.  It  inuki'S  rd  octavo  \  ohtOK)  ol" 
ii'^J  IMigcH  ii»  cI(i,M  j.rliit,  undiHtbc  mosf  tborougb  Nud 
complefc  printed  cotaJogim  wliich  wc  hiiv  rvcrexBiu- 
iutd.  It  if  calk'd  hii  "Indox  to  tbn  ratalo^ruc  of  tlH« 
Hooks  iu  tlif  Lfiper  llaJl  of  tb<'  riiblic  Librarj"— tbu 
card  cuta1oj(ti<.- IVuui  H'bich  it  wtia  prepared  bring  »tlll 
monil^ill.  Tbi.1  iudex  embniui'»  about  fill > -five  tliou- 
-ioitd  volamo,  and  >»  in  addition  to  tbo  previous  index 
ar.d  .suppknii;ut  to  tlio  book;)  iu  th«  lower  ball,  con- 
tainiug  the  iiAnioij  of  about  ninHt^on  thousand  volume- 
it  doex  not  include  ihts  collection  jjlvi-n  by  Kov.  Mr 
Parkor  (11,003  voluiacs),  and  otber^  received  too  lati.'  (-> 
be  cataloguod,  aiakiug  in  all  about  nioot<.>cu  thou)>aMu 
volumcH  more.  -,., 

"XMniadvx,  which  haii  beon  prepared  by  I'rof.  C.  V. 
Jewctt.  the  Superintendent  ol  tlio  ^»lbrary  u»i«i»ted  by 
Air.  Frederick  Vinton  and  Prof,  Wm.  E.  Jiliiion^  and 
otliont,  in  a  uiunuwout  of  indutrfry  aud  pains  takiii<r 
labor.  It  gives  not  only  the  name-  uf  bookit  undei 
authors  and  flubjecli*,  but  aluo  where  books  rela**' t.. 
heveral  f-ubjects  and  table  of  contentH.  Where  icwH- 
practicable  \\  orks  under  the  name  head  have  been  cla-^- 
siUed.  Thun  under  "AlVica  '  wo  liud  lints  of  book- 
under  the  heads  (,'gptral,  Northern,  youthern  and 
Western,  rmler'tllf  .liead  'Bible"  there  nra  five 
elosely  priiiti  d  pages'of  titles  di:4tributed  under  various 
beads,  as  l'iblio;?raphy  and  Ijlterary  llistery  of  tlie 
hible,  Dictilluarie^  and  Ctoncordance",  tii-o^raphy  au«l 
Kutural  Bii?tory,  .Sacred  Criticism,  &c. 

The  CHtalupfue  contains  a  complel.'  alphabetical 
analyfisof  the  .Scsfionul  I'aperx  of  the  British  Tarlia- 
nieiit.  Und  (Iso  of  f>ui  nwn  <.'on;<roM'ional  Uoouiuent." 
'rblH  wa-'  a  work  of  itunien'^e  labor,  the  aoconiplisbuieut 
of  which  i.^  of  ine-ttiniable  value  to  the  stnte-man.  the 
legislator  and  ihe  jiolitician.  It  opens  to  the  student 
uf  political  hihtory  the  contents  of  thousands  of 
vol^lMtjivbich  were  hcn-tofore  almost  inacoe-sible 
for^BBfftf  Indice-*.  No  one  can  fully  estimate  the 
valpQ  of  thi'-  work  who  has  not  exaniim'd  volume  after 
volumo  of  the  <  ongre^.-'ional  doounieiit!<  in  soach  of 
riomo  report  known  or  supposed  u>  have  be<.'n  prliitod, 
but  without  any  mean^  of  lixi.ig  the  dato.  Thista^k 
will  now  BO  longer  S4>em  hopeless  or  even  formidable. 
We  may  remark  in  this  connection  that  a  similar  index 
of  the  state  documents  of  Ma«sBchusett.'<  i.t  nOw  being 
prepared  under  the  ausplc(«  of  the  ithrarian  of  the 
state  Library,  an  appropriation  for  that  purpb.<;e!liuiv- 
ing  betn  made  last  winter. 

The  trustees  (»f  the  l*nblic  Library,  in  their  prepatorj^ 
jiotice  of  this  catalogue,  state  that  the  largest  number 
of  volumes  In  any  one  general  division  of  the  J.,lbrary 
i.'^in  that  of  (iovernment,  Administration  and  Public 
Economy.  The  gn-atest  pecuniary  value  of  the  books 
in  any  one  general  division  it,  in  that  of  the  Natural 
Heienoe*.  the  Exact  Hcienem,  and  the  Mechanic  Arts. 
In  each  of  the  departmenti  constituting  the«e  dlvl- 
slouH  the  Library  may  Im-  considered  xtroug  for  one  of 
itH  size;  and  so  it  is  in  English  lli-<tory,  in  Music,  and 
iu'lome  others,  for  wlJch  Mr.  Bates  tuu*  especially 
cared.  In  the  remainder  It  is  not  "O  strong:  although, 
in  the  W«itory  ol  (be  principal  nations  ol'  the  w<)ri<1,  in 
book-  ol  trin  el.  and  in  general  literature,  it  cannot  be 
conridered  relatively  weak.  But  in  all  a  foundation 
bavbctOiiaid.  and  it  i;  confidently  U-liev^Hl  that  time 
alone  IR  wanting  to  make  uach  department  what  it 
fhould  bo. 

Wltk  the  compKlion  of  this  catalogue  the  book -^  in 
<  he  upper  liall  are  now  open  to  the  public.  Tlie  Trus- 
ttH>s  liBve  adopted  certain  rules  with  regard  to  tlnHuw 
of  the  Ijooks  and  for  tbt  ii  eflectual  prewrvatiou  iiiiiol| 
are  in  the  main  very  .judiciou'.  All  of  the  bookf  in  tiM 
iijiper  hall  are  aecex-ible  to  the  ptiblic  iorum*  witUi' 
the  ball.  Most  of  them  rnay  be  taken  out  Bt>f!*^  the 
ordinary  regulatiotss  for  the  circulation  tu  t  >  k, 
•8«»me  few  of  them.  generaUjr  rare  or  -t&rep  IkhAs 
(niarkod  in  the  catalogue  wttli  a  single  8-t  i|iski  can  H« 
taken  out  only  by  permission  of  tlie  rruH<H's.  And 
there  are  other-,  (marked  with  a  double  asterisk)  like 
the  Bowditch  papers  aud  the  Britiih  Patent  8p«clfica. 
tioBs  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  cannot  be  takeu  out 
of  the  building,  although  tnvly  acce*<ilile  for  reler- 
cnoe. 

We  congralulalp  the  public  upon  the  completion  of 
tbi.»  catalogue,  and  upon  the  prosperou...  condition  of 
the  Public  Library.  Although  waroely  a  decade  ha- 
elapsed  since  it  wmk  e«tabii«hed.  it  now  ranks  I  bo  third 
iu  the  nnmlfr  vf  ils»oluroes  among  t  he  librarlM  of  this 
fountry,  Im  ing  Mirpas-ed  only  by  the  Astor  Library  of 
K«w  York,  and  b)  that  of  Harvard  L'niversity.  The 
Interest  which  has  bc-en  manife<ted  iu  the  Public  Li- 
brary by  pre««  nt  and  former  citi/ens  of  Bofton,  and 
the  liberality  of  the  (  Hy  t'ouncll,  warrant  tks  bpfiel 
that  it  will  contlr.uo  to  increase  in  iii»c — while  thi 
judicious  arraiigi  meuts  tor  the  ac<|nli^ilion  of  boolt 
will  Insnre  the  gradual  ttrengtbenioK  of  Uioae  rt*part- 
mentf  which  are  weak,  aud  make  the  ilbrar>  M-cotid  to 
no  other  iu  value  fur  It^  primary  oliject.  thutof  jpPBMul 
circulation. 


<»  »  •» — 

MORNLSG,  S£P3 

«  PUBLIC    riBI 

We  hare  before  us  a  Tolume,  in  royal  octavo , 
of  nine  hundred  closely  printed  paged,  of  which 
thertitU  is,  "Index  to  the  Catalogue  of  Books  in 
tlie  Upper  Hall  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Boston."  A  few  words  are  necessary  to  exp'lain 
thia  titUii  .Th«~Public  Library  in  Boylston  street* 
--4hitt  l>»  the  building  so  called.^is  divide4^to 
two  portions,  or  compartments,  called  the  Janfit 
HsllUd  the  Lower  IlaU.  In  the  latter  ar^^- 
tained^-'' at  Uie  present 'moment,  about  ninetMn 
tUmiipd  volumes,  which  are  intended  for- piee 
and  general  circulatieiil^and  are  more  or  leM 
popMit  iif  their  character*  For  instance,  there 
are  no  books  in  thts  department  in  the  £ittia  and 
OreAkltOTguages,  and  but  few  in  Frencl\«G(«nnan, 
an^tI^lian.  The  volvypies  here  found ;||u^vei^ for 
tbo.mo^t  part,  been  purchased  from  fund*,  or 
the  income  of  funds,  given  by  benefaotorf  of  the 
Library,  the  city  government  included.  7heyare 
«uoh  books  aa  could  ber^iplaced  without  difflculty, 
if  lost  or  worn  out  by  use.  A  catalogue  of  8t!>out 
two  hundred  pages,  printed  in  186^^d  three 
successive  supplements,  bringing  down  the  addi. 
tions  made  up  to  last  December,  inform  the  curi- 
ous reader  of  the  contents  of  thu  portion  of  the 
Library. 

But  in  the  upper  Hall,  is  contained  another, 
and  much  the  larger,  portion  of  the  collection. 
Here  are  found  about  fifty-ilve  thousand  volumes, 
almoi^  all  of  which  were  either  given  by  benefac' 
I  tors  of  the  Institution,  or  have  been  puxchaaed 
with  the  income  of  funds  established  ^  b^  these 
benefactors,  for  this  express  purpose*  They  are, 
for  the  most  part,  either  books  of  reference,  so 
called,  or  else  such  elaborate  and  weighty  Vorks, 
as  are  not  adopted  for  g  leral  clronlation  and 
popular  reading.  The  largest  number  of  volumes 
in  any  one  general  division  of  the  library,  is  that 
of  Government,  Administration,  and  Ptiblic  Econ- 
my.  Th)i  greatest  pecuniary  value  of  the  books 
in  any  one  general  division,  is  in  that  of  the  Nat- 
ural Sciences,  the  Exact  Sciences  and  the  Mechan- 
ic Arts.  .  0 

Thus,  in  order  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  all  the 
stores  of  the  Library,  one  must  have  recourse  to 
the  Index  of  the  Lower  Hall,  with,  its  several 
supplements,  and  to  the  Index  of  the  Upper  Hall, 
now  befSre  us.  This  is  but  a  slight  Inconvenience, 
and  is  the  inevitable  result  of  the  rapid  accumula- 
tion of  to  considerable  a  collection.  And  it  is  but 
a  temponry  inconvenience.  The  different  tndexe* 
and  theifBupplements  will,  as  occasion  re^tiires, 
be  united  and  consolidated  ;  and  at  some  future 
time,  when  books  enough  and  money  enough  shall 
have  been  accumulated,  a  catalogue  may  be  pub- 
liahed,  which,  in  a  single,  comprehensive,  alpha- 
betical arrangement,  shall  make  known  all  the 
resources  of  the  institution.  But  at  present  toe 
books  increase  so  rapidly,  that  •  catalogue  pub- 
lished to-day  would  be  imperfect  a  you:  hence. 
The  Trustees,  therefore,  for  the  present,  have 
wisely  determined  to  go  on  as  they  have  begun, 
making  known  the  accessions  to  thei'  stores  by 
supplements,  published  from  time  to  time,  as 
convmience  may  require.  We  may  submit  to 
this  postponement  with  the  better  grace^he*  we 
bear  in  mind  the  cause  which  occasiot^^L  The 
most  methodical  dealer  would  not  uhHPk  that 
he  could  not  take  an  exact  account  of  iKook*  if  the 
reason  were  that  he  was  making  moa^  00  fast 
that  his  clerks  could  not  And   tim<    to  «tttmd  to 

Uie  duty. 

The  aggregate  of  volumes  in  the  Upper  Mid 
Lower  Halls,  together,  is  about  BCtinQr-four 
thousand.  To  these,  however,  should  be  addedj 
to  make  out  Uie  entire  ooUection,  the  rich  bequest 


of  moxirthan  eleven  thousand   volumes   froffftffi*H»s_i."*_  _  i.  i.     •  ^ 

w   -^-       J       ^    .  >"iui»t-»  jroinine    ^mh  to  make  researchet  into  some  particuli 

late  HMBMiMoxs  f  Arker,  ^ind  about  9Vfe  thouB 

and  dWUcates,  and  tietoAf  six    thoiuMMf  other.' 

volump^mostly  don^qlis,  which  are  n3t  ifj'felud- 

ed  in  the  present   in^wci    becaulM  they  hUVe  b^en 

Mceivod  lince  the  printing  was  begun,    Tbns,  the 

whole  auaiber  of  4rolume8  at  this  momeuf  belong. 

ing  to  the  Public   Library  is  about  ninety-three 

thousand  ;  and  considering  that  the  institution  is 

only  about  eight  years  old,  bo  great  a  number  of 

books,  none  of  which  are  M-orthless,  andjpost  of 

which  are    valuable,  reflects    high  cred*  to  its 

founders  and    friends,    as  well  as  to  the.  city  of 

Boston,  its  generous  patron  and  supporter. 

The  present  Indx,  like  the  earlier  and  smaller 
on^bfthe  contents  of  the  Lower  Hall,  Jjas  been 
pr^lMU^'by  the  able  and  accomplished^  perin- 
tendent  of  the  library,  C.  C.  Jewett^p|^[q.,  as- 
sisted by  several  accurate  and  laborious  collabor- 
ators. It  is,  in  our  judgment,  a  work  at  remark- 
able and  peculiar  merit ;  but  in  order Jthat  our 
readers  may  understand,  exactly  the  grounds  on 
which  we  rest  our  opinion,  we  must  make  a  few 
preliminarr  explanatiQiui.  >  tL_iU. 

There  are  some  things  which  every  rea^najble 
man  understands  that  he  cannot  do.  Ask  him  if 
he  will  \indertake  to  perform  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  or  compose  an  opera,  or  navigate  the 
Great  Eastern  across  the  Atlantic,  or  read  Sir 
William  Hamilton  on  Quaternions,  and  he  will 
decline  the  proposition  at  once,  with  commenda- 
ble self-knowledge.  But  every  man  thinks  he  is 
able  to  keep  an  hotel,  edit  a  newspaper,  or. dis- 
charge the  duties  of  any  ac^  every  possihJiji^i^ee 
in  the  gift  of  the  people.  So,  of  eduflfctetLmen,' 
possessed  of  any  literary  faculty,  nine  o\^ti>i  j^en 
wouldf-at  a  moment's  notice,  engage  to  make  a 
catalogue  of  a  library  of  a  hundred  thousand  toI- 
ugies.  Here  is  a  row  of  books:  what  cam  bo 
eSsier      than    to    make      out    a    list    of   the 

writers,  in  alphabetical  order  ?  And  .  ex-  i«Me  in  hand,  means— «« Had  you  seen  thesfrt^ks 
tending  this  process  to  all  the  rows,  the  I  b<kore  this  caUlogue  was  made,  you  would  iMd 
work  is  done.  So  far,  so  good.  But  the  first  dif-  '  fip  your  hands,  and  bless  Mr.  Jewett."  fndeed. 
Acuity  that  lies  in  the  path  of  our  catalogue  maker    the  Index  before  us  is  a  work  of  remarkahj^lind 


ject ;  say  music,  for  instance.  He  comes  into  ^E 
brary  containing  some  hundred  thousand  volumes. 
He  knows  the  names  of  a  few  leading  worki^  and 
finds  them  in  the  caUlogue,  in  alphabetical  drder ; 
by,t  although  he  is  perfectly  confident  t^at  thwa 
arip  hundreds  of  others  on  the  shelves,  J[hH(#i*lte^ 
of  the  Inquiry  he  is  pursuing,  they,w9  »,,iealW 
tre^Hre  to  him,  from  the  want  of  a  methbdicaK 
azrangemenW  Suppose,  however,  that  biairood' 
fortune  should  conduct  him  to  the  Boston  IS^lic 
Library:  on  turning  to  the  Index,  under  Ut^head 
of  Music,  he  will  find  all  its  books  on  this  sub- 
ject arranged  under  the  fol|Mring  headi^  Blbli- 
ography.  Biography,  Dictionaries,  Ilistorjr,  Jour- 
nals, Miscellaneous  fthd  Comprehensive  works. 
Nor  is  this  all;  but  at^eendiho  will  see  a  cross- 
reference,  so  called— a*lerm  wluch  we  cannot  bet- 
ter explain  than  by  copyiujp'this  pa.  acular  speci- 
mer.  :  "See  also,  Amb|;oifti«n  Chant,  Bass,  Canto 
Fermo,  Church  Mu8ie,~^Ca|l|ipo8er8,  Composition, 
Counterpoint,  Dancingj,|C^te,  Fugue,  Gregorian 
Chant,  Harmony,  Instrumentation,  Lute,  Madri- 
gals, Opera,  Organ,  Fiano-Forte,  Singing,  Song, 
Sound,  Stringed  Instruments.  Also,  The  names 
of  ciUes  and  states  whose  condition  in  respeot-to 
music  has  been  described,  viz.:  Amsterdam^ Ma u- 
bia,  Edinburgh,  Florence,  Germany,  Greecebg^in- 
dostan,  Holland,  Ireland,  Italy,  Napla^^Svew 
England,  Russia,  United  States,  Vienna."    y,^ 

Now  if  our  student  be,  as  most  studentr  Jtre, 
a  man  of  proper  moral  feeling,  his  first  em<)^on 
will  be  an  effusion  of  gratitude  for  the  skilful  tnd 
Intelligent  industry  which  has  so  lightened  his 
own  toils.  He  will  feel  the  mood  which  dictated 
(bfe  famous  Scotch-Irish  inscription  : 

"Had  you  seen  these  roads  before  tbej  were  Jh|||L 
You  would  hold  up  TOur  bands,  and  blfM  Man£Al 
m.  Wade;"  T. 

Svllich,   being  paraphrased,    and   applied  "to  *he 


is  in  the  fact  that  there  are  some  books  the   au- 
thors of  which  are  not  known  ;  and  these  must 
be  set  down  in  the  list,  and  according   to   some 
rule,  or  principle,  which  shall  be  of  general  ap- 
plication.    This  difficulty  being  overcome,  and 
not  without  some  trouble,  there  soon   will   occur 
the  question,  what  shall  be  done  where,  under  the 
name  of  some  one  editor,   the  contributions  of 
man3P%riters  are  marshalled,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
great  work  of  Gronovius  on   Greek   Antiquities, 
in  twelve  folio  volumes  ?  will  he  content  himsell 
wItK  a  single  line,comprising  the  generil  title  only, 
or  will  he  giye  the  names  of  all  the  authors  contain- 
ed in  tbe-V!911ection,  with  the  Bubject»ipn  which 
they   write?     In  the  former  case  he,  will    get 
through  his  work  in  a  few  minutes  ;  bniin  the  lat- 
ter, it^will  require  some  hours  of  patient  and  care- 
ful transcribing.     Other  difficulties  mights  men- 
tioned as  lying  in  the  path  of  the  catalogue  ma- 
ker, supposing  him   to   have  no   other  umbi'-on 
than  to -take  an  alphabetical  account  of^Ms  intel- 
lectual stock  in  trade. 

But  any  man  of  the  least  literary  faculty  or 
scholarly  taste,  will  not  have  proceeded  far  in  his 
task  of  preparing  the  catalogue  of  an  aii4}le  li- 
brary, without  feeling  that  a  mere  alphabetical 
list  of  its  contents  goes  but  little  way  towards 
making  those  contents  available  for  general  use. 
His  ambition  will  soon  soar  to  a  higher  flight 
He  will  come  gradually  to  the  conclusion,  J^at  a 
proper  catalogue,  a  scholar's  caUlogue.-^which 
brains,  as  well  as  hands,  have  helped  to  make — 
must  comprise  the  elements  of  an  index  as  well 
as  of  a  catalogue  ;  that  is,  it  most  include  a  clas- 
sification by  subjects,  as  well  as  an  alphabetical 
arrangement.  It  must  give  to  the  student  some 
sort  of  a  clue,  by  which  he  may  thread  his  way 
through  the  mighty  maze  of  knowledge.    He  ma; 


peculiar  merit.  It  is  so  admirably  arranged,  that 
any  intelligent  person,  accustomed  to  consult  an 
English  Dictionary,  can  itse  it  with  facility,  and 
by  it  gain  access  to  every  work  upon  the  particu- 
lar subject  he  may  be  investl^^ug.  We  know  of 
no  Index  to  so  large  a  collection  of  books,  which 
is  so  skilfully  and  thoronghly^^pared  as  this  ; 
and  it  is  but  saying  the,  same-  thing  in  another 
form,  to  add  that  we  know  of  no  collection  of 
books,  of  this  size,  which  is* so  available  for  gen- 
eral use  and  consultation. 

But  we  must  descend  from  these  generalities  to 
particulars.  We  have  already  given  one  briok 
out  of  the  edifice,  under  the  head  of  music' j[  BTd 
we  will  present  a  further  illustration  of  the  samt 
clasff.  The  subject  of  social  science  is  now  tk* 
traetina;  a  gooa  deal  of  attention,  both  in  Europe 
and  America ;  on  turning  to  this  title  in  the  Indoi^ 
we  find  the  names  of  twenty-seven  books,-  U 
various  languager,  and  then  the  following  crots 
refereni*:  "See  also.  Aristocracy,  Association, 
Charitable  Institutions,  Charity,  Ethics,  Family, 
Friendly  Societies,  JuwflUe  Depravity,  Labor, 
Laboring  Classes,  Ministry,  Peace,  Peasants, 
Tenal  Laws,  Political  Science,  Poor,  Poor  Laws, 
Poverty,  Prison  Discipline,  Prostitution,  Ragged 
Schools,  Slavery,  Society,  Temperance,  Woman.' 

The  two  most  laboriously  and  carefully  pre- 
pared titles  in  the  Index  are  those  of  "Great 
Britain"  and  "United  States,"  and  they  reflect 
^e  highest  credit  upon  Vr,  Jewett  and  hit 
assistants.  Under  the  former  are  enumerated  the 
titles  and  subjects  of  the  many  elaborate  works 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  publishedjjbf 
the  British  Government,  and  its  various  s«9i^ 
dinate  '  departments,  including  the  Sututes'M 
Large,  the  publications  of  the  Record  Commissknfc 


the  recentiy  published  collection  of  Paiei»|  Spici- 
ficatioTU,*  in  nearly    seven  hundred  volumei—-a 
magnificent  monument  of  the  wise  munlflcende 
the  JBritiah  Government — and  the  Blue,  Bbol||fc  io 
called.     Of  these  last— the  Blue  Book'sr-moit  of 
our  readers  have  probably  heard,  and  they  may 
have  occasionally  seen  a  specimen  or  two.     They 
are,  more  Strictly  speaking,  the   Sessional  papers 
of  Parliament,  arranged  under  the  headi  of  Bills 
Public,  Reports  from   Committees,  Reports*  from 
Commissioners,  Accounts  and  Papers.    The^Kxfi 
pnl^|^,1i^,,A    folio   form,    and    in    blvte-  p«p«r 
binding,  or  covers,  whence  their  popular  name. 
They  begin  in    1807,  and   are    already  so    nu- 
merous as   to   have  reached  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy- four  volumes !     They  com- 
prise a  vast  number   of  subjects,  some  of  which 
are  of  temporary,  but  many  also  of  enduring   in- 
terest.   They  gave  an  abstract  and   reflex   image 
of  the  public  life  of  the  nation  during  the  last  hal 
century^,^  The  pages  of  the  inflex  from  335  to  34 
are  occupied  with   an  alphabetical  key  to  theet 
Blue* !fi6d1ft— not  to  the  whole  of  them,  for  thai 
wduldfiU'a  volume   of  itself— but  to  such  por- 
tions  of  them  as   are   of  most   general   interest. 
The  student,  in  running  his  eye  over  these  pages, 
will  see  at  a  glance  what  a  treasurjtof  valuable 
matter  is  unlocked  by  them,  and  afJMb^een  done 
nowhere   else,   in  England  or  America,    to   ou, 
knowledge ;  in   other  words,  there.»f9  Jio  place  in 
the  world  in  which  the  important  cdntrilftitions 
made  to  social  and  political  science '^y'th^  Par- 
liament of  Great   Britain   can   be  so  easily  and 
profitably  investigated  as  in  the   Public  library 
of  Boston. 

The  same  and  even  higher  praise  may  be  ac- 
corded to  what  has  been  done  under  the  title 
"United  States,"  which  occupies  no  less  than 
fifty  pages.  In  these,  the  same  intelligent  indus- 
try has  been  applied  to  the  various  official  publi- 
ca.ions  of  the  United  States,  including Ck>ngre8- 
sional  documents,  as  to  those  of  Ortihiritain  ; 
and  more  minutely  and  thoroughl3rf"'aii^1^eing 
more  immediateiy  interesting  and  importaat.  ^The 
facilitiei'which  are  here  afforded  to  the  stildenl  of 
the  legislative 'and  political  history  of  the  coun  - 
try,  can  only  be  fully  comprehended  by  those  who 
have  before  Attempted,  without  any  such  guiding 
clue,  to^d  their  • '  uncouth  way"  through  fHf 
"  P«lP*bi*  obscure."  iC^'»ST 

.Wp  had  marked  other  particular  paintm  in  this' 
Index.^fp^^otice  and  commendation,  bdt  o^r  Uiiif  , 
its  compel'UB  to  omit  what  we  had  proposed  to  w^y  i 
upon  jth^m,  and  hasten  to  a  close.     We  iiavcbeen  I 
anxious  to  give  our  readers  an  adequate  9»na$  of 
the  remarkable,   and   even   unequalled  merits   of 
thirt  Index.     In  our  heart  of  hcai  ts  do  we  despise 
a  prenumptuouB  bungler,  who  attempts  to  do  the 
work  which  he  cannot  do,   and   do  we   admire  a 
thorough   and   faithful  piece  of  work,  Whether  it 
be  a  boot,  or  a  penknife,  or  a  steam  enfant,    or   •  i 
Mg^MuOt  ji  symphony,  or  a  legal  argumwit,  or  a  j 
po^.     And  we  take  infinite  comfort  in  this  In- 
dex, because  it  is  the  production,  not  of  an  ap- 
pientie^  not  of  a  journeyman,  but  of  a  mastn  in 
his  (ae&ft.    It  would  be  a  plnsure  to  us  to  have  it 
iirour  library,— to  look  over  its  pages,— even  were 
we  never  to  make  use  of  the  collection  to  which  it  is 
*  |uide.  And  we  have  been  the  more  anxious  to  give 
it  due  and  emphatic  commendation,  because  it  is  a 
kind  of  work  which  cannot  hope  for  general  and 
popular  appreciation.    The  reader  wUl  recall  the 
elaborate  pathos  of  the  opening  sentences  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  "preface  to  his  Dictionary:     «'It  is  the 
fate  of  those  who  toil  at   the  lower  employments 
of  life,  to  be   rather   driven   by   the  fear  of  evil, 
than  attracted  by  the  prospect  of  good  ;  to  be  ex- 
posed to  censure,   without  hope  of  praise  ;    to  be 
disgraced   by  miscarriage,    or  punished  for  neg- 
lect, where  success  would  have  been  without  «p- 
Sause,  and   diligence  without  reward.    Among 
ese  unhappy  mortals  is  the  writer   of  dictiona- 
ries ;  whom  mankind  have  considered,  not  as  the 


ipii  but  as  the  slave  of  science,   the  pioneer  # 
'^^mif^oomed  only  to  remo^rubbiab,'fti^a' 
slear  oiSstructions,  from  the  paths  through  jdtiich'^' 
^^WJ./n'i  genius  pren  forward  to"  conquest 
,nd   glory,'  without   baltowing   a   sidile  <fn  th% 
iiumble  drudge   that  facUitates   their  -pxost^a^ 
The  maker  of  catalogues  belongs,  in  popular  esti- 
mation,  to  the  same  class  ad  the  maker  of  diction- 
aries :  he  is  supposed  to  put  forth  no  higher  pow- 
Jr  than  that  of  laborious  drudgery.     He  is  looked 
jpon  as  the  humble  hodman  who  carrier  bricks 
md  mortar,  by  the  help  of  which  the  schslar- the 
Mtttaj^^U^chitect— builds  his  solid  or 
ahtics.  ^wlf^ven  of  those  who  use  this 
ivill  fully'  appri^^  the   wide   knowle 
jrain9cyi|,culty  vr^jk  have  been  put  into  it.     Jiut 
;he  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire ;  and  part  of  his 
Ure  (s  ^^,  when  it  is   well  earned.     We   have 
done  what  wc  can  to   le^the   citizens  of  Boston 
know  how  admirabljyrMri,hey  are  served  by  the 
acccmplished  Superintendent   of  the   Public   Li- 
brary, and  his  faithful  assistants ;  and   the  trus- 
tees are  also  fairly  entitled  to  their   share   in  this 
meed  of  commendation. 

We  have  something  to  say  about  the  Public  Li- 
brary itself,  but  wo  must  reserve  that  for  another 
day.  We  have  only  to  add  that  the  Upper  Hall 
is  now  open  to  the  public,  and  that  the  books 
therein  contained  may  be  taken  out  under  the 
conditions,  and  subject  to  the  restrictions,  set 
forth  in  the  Index  ;  which  may.  be  procured  at  a 
nominal  price,  hardly  more  than  enough  to  pay  for 
the  paper  and  binding. 
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The  Pi'BT.ic  Library.— The  catalogue  of 
the  books  in  the  upper  hall  of  the  Public 
Librarj',  which  has  been  for  some  time  In 
preparation,  has  been  issued.  It  makes  an 
octavo  volume  of  902  pages  iu  close  print, 
Hiid  is  culled  an  "Index  to  the  Catalogue  of 
the  Books  in  the  Upper  Hall  of  the  Public 
Librai7"— the  card  calalogtie  from  which  It 
wa.s  prepared  being  ntlll  more  full.  This  in- 
dex embraces  about  tifty-flve  thouwand  vol- 
umes, and  is  in  addition  to  the  previous  In- 
dex and  supplement  to  the  books  in  the  lower 
hall,  containing  the  names  of  about  nineteen 
thousand  volumes.  It  does  not  include  the 
collection  given  by  Rev.  Mr  Parker  (11,000 
volumes),  and  others  received  too  late  to  be 
catalogued,  making  In  all  about  nineteen 
thousand  volumes  more. 

The  trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  In  their 
prepatory  notice  of  this  catalogue,  state  that 
the  largest  number  of  volumes  In  any  one 
general  division  of  the  Library  Is  In  that" 
of  Government,  Administration  and  Public 
EcoMomy.  The  greatest  pecuniary  value  of 
"the  books  In  any  one  general  division  Is  In 
that  of  the  Natural  Sciences,  the  Exact  Scien- 
ces, and  the  Mechanic  Arts.  In  each  of  the 
departments  constituting  these  dlvlsion^^e 
Librarj  may  be  considered  strong  for  one  of 
Its  size ;  and  so  It  Is  in  English  History,  in 
MUsIc,  and  iu  some  others,  for  which  Mr 
Bale;  has  especially  cared.  In  the  remainder 
it  is  not  so  strong;  although  In  the  history 
o;  the  principal  nations  of  the  world.  In  books 
of  travel,  and  in  Keneral  literature,  It  cannot 
be  considered  relatively  weak.  But  In  all  a 
foundation  has  been  laid,  ami  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  time  alone  Is  wanting  to  make 
Ciich  de|)artment  what  it  should  be. 

With  the  completion  of  this  catalogue  the 
books  in  the  upper  hall  are  now  open  to  the 
public.  The  Trustees  have  adopted  cerUin 
rules  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  book»  and 
for  their  effectual  preservation  which  arc  in 
the  main  verj- Judicious.  All  of  the  books  in 
the  upper  hall  are  accef^slblc  to  the  public 
for  use  wltiim  the  hall.  Most  of  them  may 
be  tiikoii  out  under  tlie  ordinary  i^gulations 
for  the  circulation  nT  iKJoks.  Some  few  of 
them,  generally  rare  or  scarce  l>ook*i  (marked 
iu  the  catalogue  with  a  single  asterisk)  can 
l»e  taken  out  only  by  permission  of  the  Tros- 
iccs.  And  there  are  others,  (marked  wlUi  a 
double  asterisk)  like  the  Bowdltch  papers 
and  the  British  Patent  SpecIHcutlons  which, 
lor  obvious  reasons,  cannot  be  taken  out  of 
the  building,  although  flreely 
reference. 
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The  fvmii:  Libraicy.— The  catalogue  of  I 
tlie    books  in  the  upper  hall  of  the  Public 
Library,  which  has  been  for  some  time  in 
preparation,  has  been  issued.    It  makes  an 
octavo  volume  of  902  pagen  in  close  print, 
and  is  called  an  ''Index  to  the  Catalogue  of 
the  BookH  in  the  Upper  Hall  of  the  Public 
Library"— the  card   catalogue  from  which  It 
was  prepared  being  still  more  full.    This  in- 
dex embraces  about  llfty-flve  thousand  vol- 
umes, and  is  in  addition  to  the  previous  in- 
dex and  !<upplement  lo  the  books  In  the  lower 
hall,  contaiuinR  tlie  names  of  about  nineteen 
thousand  volumes.    It  does  not  Include  the 
collection  given  by  Rev.  Mr  Parker  (11,000 
volumes),  and  others  received  too  late  tswtoe 
catalogued,  making    in    all    al)out   nineteen 
thouaaud  volumes  more. 

The  trustees  of  the  Public  Lib,^^ 
Diwators-  notice  of  tlds  catalogu^*tate  tliat 
t*^fcw»!st  number  of  volumes  in  any  one 
geuerarawslon  of  the  Libraiy  ^  in  that^ 
of  Qovernptnt,  Administration  affa  Public 
KcommlmThc  greatest  pecuniary  ^altie  ol 
the  books  In  any  one  general  division  is  In 
that  Of  ttoe  Natural  Sciences,  the  Exact  Scien- 
ces ''Hi  the  Mechanic  Arts.    In  each  of  the 
deu^ments  constltnttng  these  division8,the 
Library  may  be  considered  strong  for  one  of 
its  size;  and  so  it  Is  In  English  Hls^tory,  in 
Musi^  and  In  some  others,  for  which  Mr 
BatBi  has  esiicclally  cared.    In  the  remainder 
it  is  not  so  strong ;    idthough  in  the  history 
of  the  principal  nations  of  the  world,  in  books 
*0ftravcl,  andiu  general  literature,  it  can»iot 
be  considered  relaUvely  weak.    B"\'i],""  * 
foundation  has  been  laid,  and  it  Is  ^v^f  ««fj'> 
believed  tliat  time  alone  is  wanung  to  make 
each  department  what  it  should  be. 
Wifh  the  completion  of  this  cafcilogue  the 

books  m  the  upper  hall  are  "Xn^J^- ce'it^tin 
miblic     The  Trustees  have  adopt^  <^^"*"!1 
n  les  with  regard  to  the  nsc  of  thefeookgand 
tor  tHrir  eflectual   preservation  whic;^i  are    n 
K     a  u  very  judicious.    ^«  of  the  boolcs  in 
the  upper  hall  are  accewlble  to    the  public 
for  use  within  the  hall.    Most  of  them  may 
be  taken  out  under  the  ordinary-  regulations 
for  the  circulation  of  booH.    HO»e  few  of 
them,  generally  rare  or  scarce  books  (naarkea 
in  the  catalogue  with  a  single  a«tmsk)  c^i 
be  taken  out  only  by  permission  ottAa  Trus- 
tees    And  there  are  otliers.  (marked  with  a 
double  asterisk)  like  the  Bowditch  papers 
and  the  British  Patent  Hpeciflcations  which, 
for  obvious  reasons,  cannot  be  taken  out  or 
the  biuldlng,  although  freely  accessible  for 
reference,,, ^  ^,    .^^^^..^m^^^^^m 

BOSTON  post 


n^yni^j 


'  Ur.y^  TO  Tia  Cataixmjitk  of  Booms  n  na 

UFFWt   HaU^OF  THB    PtBWC    LIBRARY   OF 

THE  Crrr  OF  Boston.    Boston :  George  C. 
R*nd  and  A^lry.    The  Boston  Public  li- 
brary Is  an  obiictcl^ich  deservedly  Mtrac^ 
theiTorableAtentlonof  ail  visitors    prob- 
ably  m  even.*  greater  degree  than  the  other 
numerous  institutions  of  a  literary  and  an  edu- 
cational character.    Frt,  libraries,  on  so  com- 
pletfea  scale  as  this,  are  still  rare    even  in 
America,  while  in  the  countries  and  capitals 
of  Europe  they  are,  for  the  most  pwt,  m  ar- 
ranged as  to  be  of  little  benefit  to  any  except 
those  who  have  both  wealth  and  leisi^re  a 
their  disposal.    They  are  not,  as  «  PP*^ 
rule,    libraries   for    the    PEona.    ^Jj^^ 
Britahi  two  of  the  best  and  «»«»*  M^^*' 
ceptlons  to  this  remark  are  ^^^J.'" 
Library  of  Manchester,  founded  byW™^"" 
knownHujDPhrey  (beetham,  M**^***"^, 
at  LiverpobL  t^(*9»  :«rt*Wi^M  irn«  ^^^ 


The  Boston  Public  Library  is  strictly  what  Its 
name  indicates,  and  what  alone  would  be  suit- 
a'  le  to  or  congruous  with  our  fl-ee  Institu- 
tions; and  we  believe  that  it  has  proved  a 
most  powerftil  and  valuable  auxiliai^  to  the 
public  schools  and  other  machinery  of  pomO^ 
instruction  and  improvement.    Such  belafwe 
proved  value  of  the  Institution,   it   is  but 
natural  that  the  clUzens  of  Boston  should 
have  looked  forward  with  an  anxious  Interest 
to  the  completion  of  the  catalogue  of  the 
bo«|«  of  the  Upper  Ilall,  for  every  thoughtftil 
.T^&  Is  well  aware  how  greaUy  the  val^ot 
^ftCT  the  avallabUlty  of  even  the  bestiary 
tajlepcndent  upon  the  skiU  ^d  jud^fflW| 
^tS^in  tlie  preparation  of  the  catalOM 
The  committee  have  certainly  performed4|p 
work  In  this  respect  In  a  way  that  reflects 
much  credit  on  themselves,  and  must  gain  for 
them  the  gratitude  of  their  ftUow-cltizens. 
Their  chief  merit  has,  however,  probably  been 
I  shown  In  the  selecUon  of  the  gentleman  who 
Mo  ably  discharges  the  responsible  duties  of 
Superintendent    of  the    Library,    and^upou 
whom,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  mal|l  laBor 
of  preparing  this  catalogue  has  fallen-    Mr 
Jewett  has  proved  himself  to  be  at  once  % 
sdicaar  o£  various  and  wide  attainments,  and 
a  Librarian  of  system  and  tact ;  nor  mast  we 
omit  to  record  as  one  of  his  most  striking 
merits   the  modesty    with   which   he   con- 
stantly refers  to  the  valuable  assistance  de- 
rived by  him  from  the  committee,  especlaUy 
from  Prof.  Ticknor  and  the  Hon.    Edward 
Everett.    This  catalogue  consists  of  a  hand- 
some volume  of  902  pages,  and  embraces  the 
titles  of  flftjr-flve  thousand  boolts,  as  the  jr 
vioua  Index,  pubUshed  in  1868,  Included  -*'-' 
nineteen  thousand  works  in  the  Loigp 
Large  as  this  coUectlon  of  books  Is,  howe 
a  ftitur?  supplement  to  the  Index  will  be     ^ 
voted  to  the  bequest  of  the  B«v.  T.  Par^r, 
consisting  of  nearly  twelve  thousand  volumes 
more,  making  a  total  (Inclusive  of  various 
otlier  gifts)  of  ninety-three  thousand  volumes, 
a  twly  noble  tribute  offered  by  the  patriotic 
generosity  of  Boston  citlze«s  Id  the  cause  of 
'PubBc  Education.    The  largest  and  most  im- 
porftiilpart  of  the  whole  collection  came,  as 
we  are  told  In  the  Preface,  from  itfc  liberal 
benefactor,  Joshua  Bates,  Esq.,  now  of  Lon- 
don.   Considering  the  shortness  of  the  time 
tliat  has  elapsed  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Library,  It  cannot  of  course  be  expected  to  be 
yet  complete  In  many  of  iU  departments ;  it  is 
rather  a  matter  of  surprise  that  so  much  could 
ha<e  been  sccompUshed  In  so  short  a  time. 
'  The  largest  number  of  volumes  In  any  one  geii- 
eral  division  of  the  Library  is  In  that  of  Gov- 
ernment, Administration  and  PubUc  Economy. 
The  greatest  pecuniary  value  of  the  books  in 
any  one  general  division  is  in  that  of  the 
Natural  Sciences,  the  exact  Sciences  and  the 
Mechanic  Arts.    In  each  of  the  departments 
constituUng  these  divisions  the  Library  may 
be  considered  strong  for  one  of  Its  sUe ;  and 
so  it  !s  in  English   HUtory,  In  Music,  and  ta 


some  others,  for  which  Mr  Bates  has  especial- 
ly cared."    The  state  of  the  several  depart- 
menu  Is  weU  and  carefiUly  described  In  the 
Tntace,  whlcli  Is  drawn  up  by  the  Commit- 
tee; but  there  are  a  few  potaita  to  which  we 
should  like  to  call  more  pgttcular  atteirtJon, 
bManse  they  greaUy  add  to  the  olsuntM  and 
uscftilliess  of  the  catalogue.  And  trst  OMOgst^ 
these  we  would  specify  the  arrangement  Jl 
alphabetical  order  of  authors  and  subjecfe, 
the  fmbt^i9ions  under  subjects ;  and  the  refer- 
ences from  one  heading  to  anoAer— such  rd* 
fereuces  being  always  t^om  gtntrie  to  $ptc\fii, 
or  synfiTi^mpui^xn  astoHtaitd,  X^rxn^.  jnisto 
a  very  importairt  feature  of  the  arrange««rt. 


? 


^ 


and  one  especiaUy  deserving  of  commend*- 
tion.  Auother  point,  which  quickly  catches  the 
reader's  eye,  is  the  mlniite  aiphabeUcal  analysis 
of  the  Sessional  papers  of  Congress  a^d  of  the 
British  Parliament,  a  great  help  to  poUtlcal 
anfllistorical  students.   Nor  ought  we  to  pass 
unnoticed  the  setting  forth  of  the  contents  of 
the  collected  works  of  teparatt  authors,  and 
of  the  collections  of  works  by  many  authors, 
as,  for  example,  Graevius,  Migne,  Muratori, 
&c. ;  nor  the  distinguishing  between  two  or 
more  authors  of  the  same  name,  and  the  giving 
of  initials  in  the  vernacular  of  each  author. 

Taking  It  altogether,  we  do  not  remember 
ever  to  have  examined  a  Library  Catalogue, 
which— due  regard  being  had  to  Its  purposes 
—has  aflbrded  us  more  satisfaction  than  this 
of  the  Public  LmiffiSY  of  Boston,  for  which 
the  public  undoubtedly  owes  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  the  Committee  who  have  superintend- 
ed and  assisted,  and  to  Mr  Jewett,  who  has  so 
carefully  and  conscientiously  executed  his 
,  laborious  and  responsible  undertaking. 


.SIni 
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Lib.:.rv  of  faeCity  cf  Bolton  (Mosm.  Kc*"7,f  l'*/'^"' 
Gee-:.  TlckLor,  John  P.  B-oiow,  Nath«me»  B.  Short- 
V^,  Wi.Ham  W.  G:«;«wp  :,  ^  T,  Wn*oD,  and  J.  Gof- 
er Joii«  Browo!  bave  rH.blUlid  ■  . olume  that  wlil 
b^.  of  mucn  Talu«  to  oor  citlwaH  It  is  of  the  largert 
iio  (ioi.bie-columnedpsjtt***'"* 
^       ,  ,  10  the  OUmlogvc  of  ltock$  in 

tU  LTppcrm,to;  inctulh- Library  q^  <^\^'Jy ^^{ 
ji  ,'4i  Itcml  .  e«abOBt'^..000volum.*,»li  m  tho 
1         -Hrtllof  !l'e  bnilding,  a.  the  |.rrvloo»  IndeK, 

.  dc  WD  to  l-OO,  cmbrtiCCw 
'\  .  llRll.    Theodoi*  Pmrker'n 

Hmlth.teoBtuia6  11,OCO  voPum**..    Besides  tJ'^^^^"" 
l^tious    tiK-re   an,  60CW   other    volumw.    -na   M^' 
du^.Jicatcs.    'ilius  tb'-  Libror,  coudists  of  about  ,•«,- 
0^;  Toliimes,  .U   collected  in  eight    year.,   which 
work  xoflt-cts  the  bigbCBt  credit  on  »U  parUci  coa- 
n6ct.J  %^itU  the  .lititcUon.    Kc  time  ha*  V.een.o. 
ia   ir-K«fl-  the  -uo-c  p«rpc-oof  Mr.  B:.te^  the  li»«ral 
foundiT  of  llr  iu-f.tution    and  fbe  m^m  vho  ha^e  Ken 
the  cbi<.f  actor,  i.  flTing  form  to  that  pon»o«e  are 
worthT  tc  have  their  name?  ai*oclated  with  hU     i  nc r 
•o  the  boiineM  thfcy  hare  »o  comprehenbively 
..       ,       ,  that  knowledge,  good  taste,  industrj.  and 
ieal,'  wWcl.    cc-mmaua    encce^s.     Iho    new    Index 
aftrc^  a  good  account  of  that  pertioo  of  th<'  Library 
W  vblcL  it  u  dcvctod.  and   Uai  been  pn.parwi  by 
M'  Je-ett.  Who  ha.^  had  the  aid  ^^^  l^fT^'J'^' 
son,  Mr.  Viblou,   *fld   other   6CC.on.pll*hed   Uterar, 
„.;      xlK*e  entitled  to  make  nse  of  the  1-brarv 
wul  fl»d  It  a  moit  excellent  guide,  one  ** y^^^  ^ 
Tan  Ic  itrmeU  at  p.*M>nt,  or  that  wiU  Ik-  puWW«a  for 
«,a.«  «ar*  to  coii^e.     A  Library  that  i.  gradually 
arm  d  may  be  compared  to  an  individual,  w  ho  grow* 
fVom  childhood  toman-p  ttaturo,  «>that  li»  r^«m'*'«t 
of  oi.«  -ear  is  not  wearable  the  next.    Were  then-  at 
the  c  mmand  of  the  Tnwte«  a  ?um  tulBcient  to  ena 
ble  t'-em  to  purchase  all  tlie  book*  that  might  be  con- 
Mdered  necessary  to  form  a  Libran  of  pa«t  pubhca- 
tloDf .  a  complete  cataloi^ue  could  be  made,  printed^ 
and  rendered  acce*Ublo  to  ail  interested  persoue;  and 
newpuliitouou.  nUght  be  catalognt-d  from  time  to 
time.    But  »uch  an  arAngcment  i^  quite  out  of  the 
Quertion  here,  as  the  mbUc  Library  gr»WB  dail) .  and 
*oiDe  year*  mu»t  elapse  before  it  can  be  in  a  stateto  Ik; 
proper! vcatfclogned.   That  which  baa  been  done,  how- 
Wer  i,n,uch.  and  for  it  yi  should  be  grateful.    Other 
Indexes  and  Mipplements  willlK.  formed  and  pubUf  bed , 
•f  ^rtumstances  shall  require  their  appearance     The 
ptewnt  volume  is  one  that  ipeak*  potenUally  for  tiie 
erudition  and  »4M«  of  ti.o«?  by  whom  it  h«  been  pre- 
pared, as  it  i»  a  Iwirned  work,  ^^hicL  could  hare  been 
i«c«n.pli»hcd  only  by  good  Mrholar*:  and  it  i.  a  pr«. 
tical  ^ork  ^  hich  can  be  easily  and  usefully  con»ul»ea 
bT  the  b  aft  loomed  of  tlie  Librarv  s  fre-,nentera.    The 
printer,.  M«*r.  Geo  C    Hand  ft  Arery.  have  W*«d 
in  accord  with  the  compilers  of  the  volume,  and  with 
theTnirteei..aiid  so  have  produced  a  model  of  tyr-CH 
gmpldcal  (xcelUnce  and  a  book  that  it  not  eve  lied 
inl^auty  bj  many  of  tl-e  myriad,  of  book- the  titles 
of  which  It  record. 


TUJC    FUBl-IC  LIBRARY. 

In  our  paper  of  Tuesday  laat  we  expressed  our 
strong  sense  of  the  meriU  of  the  Index  to   ibe 
■Upper  Hall  of  the  Public   Library,  and  ||  th» 
close  of  our  article,  promised  to  say  soniethinij^ 
about  Ae  Ubrary  itself— this  promise  we  nolrj 
propose  to  redeem.     It  conuins,  in  roun<^  ^^i_\ 
bexs,  aay  one  hundred  thousand  volumeg^  llii*  f»^ 
exclusiTC  of  patnphlets,  of  which  there  at*  «S)Oui 
twenty  thousand.    We  are  very  much  adicted   in 
our   country   to  the  habit   of  exaggeratiDg  the 
merits  of   everything  that  belongs  to  us.     The 
western   hunter  who  declared  that  he   had  tlw 
fastest  liorse,, the  surest  rifle,   and  *^|*¥^*** 
sister,  in  the  whole  Stnte ;  and  thaHS«"irouklrj 
whip  any  m»n  who  gainsayed  any  one  dt  the^K 
propositions,  is  but  an  exaggerated  typf^bf  the 
universal  American  man.     Let  u«  b«<ginby  pl*!-,, 
iag  the  part  of  the  devil's  attorney,  in  hflliingi 
for  canonization,  and  disclaiming  for  our  pi^i^c 
library  any  merits  to  which  it  cannot  show  a 
good  title. 

In  tfee  first  place,  this  is  not,  as  compared  with 
the  griat  libraries  of  Europe,  a  very  large  collec- 
tioB,  The  Imperial  library  of  Paris  has  a  miliion 
of  volumes :  the  Royal  library  of  Munich,  eight 
hundred  thousand;  the  British  Museum,  six 
hundred  thousand.  In  the  next  place,  it  has  not 
»ny  considehible  number  of  rare,  curious,  and 
coaUy  works.  And  lasUy,  it  has  no  manuscripU 
at  all ;  whereas  the  Imperial  library  at  Paris  has 
upwardfl  of  eighty  thousand.  ^  - 

But  when  we  compare   the   lib«Bf*Hri4L  other 
public  collections  in  «ur  oountr)',*  and  ^hen  we 
bear  in  mind   iu  very  recent  origin,  t  we  >a^ 
reiiw  io  be  well  satiiflea-'with  wbalFSBl  be« 
done,  and  to  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  reault    Al- 
lliotigh  founded  hut  eight  years  since,   ther«  ate. 
hmk  tW  edaifttoas  in  the  eoontry.  «»•  Allot  Li-i 
bra»frMi*^4i*"*nr  of  Harvard  Cdlege,  wMdt. 
iurpaas  It  In   numbers.     And  in  estimating  th^ 
character  of  the  books,  we  must  remember  that  a 
leading   object   in   the  foundation  of  the  library 
was  to  furnish  the  general  public  with  a^^beral 
supply  of  popular  reading,  including  history^  bi- 
ography,  voyages  and  travels,  and  the  better  class 
of  works  of  fiction  ;  and  that  this  object  has  never 
been  lost  right  of  by  the  trustees  in  the  acg^uisi^ 
■  tions  they  have  made  by  purchase.     It  U  nt^lii^ 
•  UbrMJ^as  a  man   of  large   fortune  and  littrary 
tastea  would  accumulate  for  hu  own  usej    it  U  , 
not  such  a  librsry  as  a  learned  instituUon  would 
procure,  vrith  ample  meana  for   such  an  object  j 
stiU  less  ia  it  such  a  collection  a»  would  be  made 
by  a  bibliomaniac,  who  had  peculiar  and  fantaa- 
tic  tastes  about  his  books,  and  would  admit  none 
that  bad  not   upon  it  his  particular  mark  and  in- 
dex of  value.     Soms  books  are  curioaa;   many 
books  are  useful ;    but,  in  general,   the  eniious 
books  are  not  useful,  and  the  useful  book%are 
not  curious.    The  Public   Library  contain|r^)ut 
faw  curious  books,  and  these  few  have  com*  to  it 
by  donation.     Nor  U  it  a  coUection  which  j» Very 

I  strong  XR  some  departmenU,  and  very  W«A  in 
others.  But  it  may  fairly  claim  the  merit  of  be- 
ing  strong  in  some  d«partments,  and  fairly  good 
in  nearly  all  those  which  are  needed,  and  can  be 
us^il,  in  the  community  for  whose  use  it  la  in» 
tended.  So  far  as  it  goes,  the  library  U  a  flrm- 
I  metrical  collection :  that  is,  the  various  net^.p* 
I  readers  and  students  in  diverse  branches  c^- 


,  nuiry  are  Te..oi.ably  well  met.     A  good  founda 
'  tion  has  been  laid  ;  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  , 

go  do  as  we  have  begun. 
The  Library  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of 

that  general  system  of  public  education  which  is 


We  say  most  disUncUy  that  the  exis^!^ 
*uobalibrarv  renders  Boston  a  more  /aesirable 
pSee  of  residence  than  belore.  Every  young  man, 
with  literary  tastes  and  studious  habits,  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  having  so  ample  ac^^l^-of^ 


that  general  system  of  public  education  whi  h  is     ^^^^^          ,„^  consultation ;  lyxfi:  f^^elftsh 
one  of  the  most  striking  features  ^  ^-J"'^:^""  I '^^^^^^^^                               with  this  expression  ofj 
tions.    Nowhere  are  the  public  schools  ^f  ^M  3„°    ^  ,te  thought  that,  for  our  own  sak^ 
thati  in  Boston  ;  and  there  is  no  community  to  '    ^^^^^  •\     ^^  ^„  „„ 
which  one  could  point  for  better  confirmation  of    this  noble        _        ^ 


the  wisdom  of  our  system,  than  the  people  ot 
Boston.    Such  an  education  as  can  be  had  in  the 
public  schools  of  Boston  creates  an  intellectual 
appetite,  and  begets  a  taste  for  reading.    To  grat- 
ify  Buch  a  taste,  books  wUl  be  hired,  or  borrowed, 
or  bought;  at  any  rate,  tbey  will  ''^  »^»d.    The 
founders  of  the  Public  Library  saw  this,  and  felt 
1  that  it  was  highly  desirable  to  meet  such  a  want ; 
I  reoegni^i^^t  »'  a  fact.    They  resolve(|  to  supply 
•the  gfowW-AJp  pupils  of  the  public  icSools  of 
Bpston  wl^'l»uch  reading  as  would  eng>le  th«m 
to  continue  l&r  themselves  the  educi^rwhich 
the  State  had  thus  far  given.     This  was  the  semi- 
nal principle  of  the  institution;  and  it  la  still  a 
principle  which  presides  over  its  growth. 

Thus  the  Library  has  two  departments  J  a  cir- 
culating Ubrary,  and  a  library  for  reference  and 
consultation,  In  the  selection  of  book*  ifDi:.th« 
former,  the  aim  has  been  to  provide  suoii„iM;>rp 
more  or  less  attractive  from  their  subjcfet  and 
mode  of  treatment,  rigidly  excluding  such  as  are 


this  noble  institution  was  not  founded  thirty 
years  earlier.  Happy  should  we  have  been  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  to  have  had  these  fertile 
naistures  to  range  over. 

No  Public  Library  in  the  world,  we  believe,  is 
so  freely  open  to  so  many  persons,  in  a  place  of 
equal  si« ;  tnd  none  is  so  much  used,  or  of  so 
much  benefit  to  the  community.    The  reguUtions 
are  exactly  such  as  the  care  af  the  property,  and 
the  convenience  of  the  pubUc  require,  and  nothing 
more.    It  U  open  more  days  in  the  year,;»Bd 
more  hours  in  the   day,  than   ^"7  fJl^^^^JJ 
gimUar  size,  that  we  know  of  any#her9V-J^h 
record  shows  that  the   annual  l^ndingB  of  the 
books  in  the  Lower  Hall,  about  ninetpiottW 
sand  in  number,  amount  to  about  oril  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand ;  or,  in  other  words,  supposil^ 
all  the  books  to  be  borrowed   in  equal   degree, 
(which,  of  course,  is  not  the  case),  each  -volume 
is  taken  out  about  eight  times  in  a  year.     W«.re- 
gret  to  be  obliged   to   add,  that  a  considerable 
number  of  volumes  are  lost  in  the  course  of  every 


mode  of  treatment,  rigidly  excluding  such  as  are  I  ^^^.^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  some  persons  avaU  them 

positively  injurious  and  corrupting.  This  portfon  ]  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Library,  who  have  no 
of  ,the  Ubrary  contains  a  great  deal  of  ^*^**  »|  ^^j^  gg^jBe  of  gratitude  for  what  they  receive, 
called  Ught  reading;  composed  of  a  clasS',  <^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^^j.^  ^^timent  will  in  time  be. 
books  which  have  no  very  marked  charaQt^^^i  ^^^^^  ^^.^j^  ^^  ^^git  the  careless  los^  ofl 
way  or  the  other,  the  reading  of  which  cannot  be  ^^^^  destruption,  of  a  volume  from  the  Pa-blW 
said  toTbft  a  very  fruitful  source  of  inteHactual  I  j^^^^^,^  ^-^^^i  as  severe  a  judgment  as  it  does  an' 
growth.  Why,  it  may  be  said,  found  "^  P'-^^r?4.ct  of  petty  la'^eny.  ITie  same  remark  m^M 
institutiotffor  supplying  the  community  with  va^^ 


reading  as  any  circulating  library  would  furnish  } 
But  there  are  obvious  answers  to  an  objection  in 
this  form.    In  the  first  place,  as  we  have  befofQ 
said,  here  are  thousands  of  men  ana  women-^yh^  ' 
will'read.    The  Ubrary  furnishes   them,  without 
charge  with  as  many  entertaining  books  as  they 
want,  none  of  which  are  bad ;  if  they  are  left  to 
themselves,  the  danger  is  that  they  wUl  find  books 
which  are  enterUining  and  also  bad  ;  or  at  lea^t. 


extended  to  the  vulgar  practice  of  marking  an^^ 
mutilating  books,  from  which  the  Library  some- 
what  suffers. 

Within  the  last  two  years,  besides  the  natural 
increase  of  the  library  from  ordinary  sources, 
three  or  four  extraordinary  and  highly  important 
accessions  to  its  stores  are  to  be  chronicled.  The 
late  Mr.  Jonathan  PhUlips,  in  addition  to  a  dona- 
tion of  ten  thousand  dollars  made  during  hi^^ife, 
which  are  emertauiiuK  »««  -.-"  "—  .  r-  "  -"7'  l  i^ft  by'his  will  the  further  sum  of  twenty  th<% 
not  good.  And  in  the  second  place,  a  reader  whc  ^^^^  ^qX\„^^  lor  the  esUblishment  and  maint* 
begimi  with  indifferent  books  is  likely  tc' acquire  ^^„^^  ^^  .  p^^Uc  library.  The  lat«  Rev.  Tb^ 
a  taste  for  those  which  are  dlstincUy  goodi  and  jk-  ^^^  p„k«r.  as  U  weU  known,  devised  to  Af 
source  of  poHiiive intellectual  growth.    Th«mind,       .      ,. ._    .„^    v«i„»hle    librarv.  of  up- 


BOUTCC  Ul   pv^a-»v*'"- " 

by  ito  natural  motion,  ascends,  and  goes  on  from 
good  to  better.  The  young  man  or  woman  who 
starU  with  Scott's  novels  wiU  advance  to  the  his- 
torical plays  of  Shakespeare,  and  thence  to  the 
histories  and  chronicles  from  which  the  dramatist 
and  novcUst  both  drew.    A  popular  treatise  on 


city  hU  extensive  and  valuable  library,  of  up- 
wards of  eleven  thousand  volumes,  the  fruit  of 
many  years'  a^iduous  collection,  guided  by  inde- 
fatigable  zeal  and  almost  universal  knowledge. 
His  widow  has  generously  waived  her  right  of  re- 
Uining   the   collection  during  her  lUe,  and  it  is 


and  novcUst  both  drew.    A  popular  treatise  on     ^^^^   ^^    ^^    .helves  of  the  library ;  and  a  caU 
some  scientific  subject  will  beget  a  Uste  for  a  ^.^^  .^  ^^^  ^.^^  ^^^^  j^„^^„  -^^  ^^i„e  t. 

.    .         ^-      j: — ;««  And     in     View     ot       *    e  _        .  .    __» j  . „a,  «K«  mna 


more    elaborate    discussion.      And    m    view 
this  na  ural  and  reasonable  progress,  the  collec- 
tion in  *e  Upper   Hall,  much  more  numwous 
than  that  in  the  Lower  Hall,  was  formed.r  .Here 
is  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  student,  the  scholar, 
the  historical  investigator,  the  scientific  inquirer, 
the  meuphysician,  the    tiieologian.      Here   are 
books  for  those  who  wish  to  explore  the  founUms, 
and  dig  down  to  the  roots.     Here  are  books  for 
reference    and    consulution ;     and    with    them 
are     very     many     books    suited    for     general 
reading,  but  of  a  more  solid  and  substantial  class 
— tMking  the  powers  of  attention  more  stnctiy- 
than  the  bulk  of  those  in  the  Lower  Hall.     A 


logue  will  in  due  time  make  known  its  value  to 
the  public.    It    ia    understood  to  cover  the  most 
important  branches  of  theology,  intellectual  phi- 
losophy, Scandinavian  antiquities,  the  civU  law, 
the  classics,  the  orienul    languages,  history,  and 
miscelUneou*  literature.     Zealously  intew»ted  as 
that    remarkable    man  was  in  all  theafttatrng 
question,  of  the  day.  fuU  as  was  his  life  of  con- 
flict    and    strife,  he  wa.  a  ripe  scholar    and    a 
most  devoted  stiident,  spending  as  many  hours  m 
his  Ubrary  as  the  most    studious    recluse.     Hu 
Ubrary  reflecU  the  wide  range  of  his  sympathies,    j 
and  his  immense  Intellectual  activity. 
Another  Unportant  donation  of  book*  has  alsa 


than  the  bulk  of  those  in  the  Lower  liau.    a        -rx-  ^^^r  -lade   by    Mr.  George    Ticknor, 

Urge  proportion-not  all-of  ^^Jf^^  ^  ^l^run^t^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^""'^'^ 

Upper  HaU  may  be  Uken  out.  and  e^ry  pofcible    amounting  t  ^^  reference,  ^ 

fiS!^  I.  .«brded  to  those  who  desire  to  consu  t    ^^  "^-^^^  J^^ber  of  voluminous  ^ 
such  as.  from  their  costUne..,  or  the  express  wil     ^^^^^jj^^      ^  .„d  precious  editillH 
of  their  donors,  are  not  permitted  to  go  out  ^M  ^J'f/^ ^^^^lli^  L.L  ela^iics,  and  aome  works] 
the  building. 


'*-■«•■    9         . 


.ui  hiblioKrapHcal  interest.  Many  o 
theee^orKs  are  now  o^^^  ?  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ,, 
rcrZtof;'etoa,.ort,u.ee.,.o. 

having  the  rare  giu  the  value  of 

.v-  nhTftTV.  and  to  the  cuy,  «»▼»«''» 

V-  wan  hardlv  be  oversUted.     Hi.  eminence 
which  can  haraiy  n  Vnown  •  hut  he  is 

a  scholar  and  writer  is  well  known 


as 


but  he  is 


|:?:ruirn.fco»*.>.W>»l»«-''"'^,*l!!*:      =osxo^.^PX.  =1.  xaei 


eftfefOf  all  his  attainments,  accompUBhmenta  and 
enefj^es.     He  has  laboirf^in  its  behalf  wit^  a 
««l  equally  indefatigable  and  interested  ajM^ 
th«  excellent  condition  in  vh^ch  th«  jinBtifttion 
now  b,  and  the  wise  system  Ori  Which  it  is  con- 
ducted, are  in  no  small  degree  the  result  of  his 
judicious  and  energetic  supervision.     Mr.  Tick- 
nor's  services  entitle  him  to  the  lasting  gratitude 
of  the  community  ;  and  his  self-imposed  and  dis- 
interested activity  sets  a  good  exampVi^  to,  those 
a  larger  debt  to  the  public,  from  the 
,t  they  are  exempted  from  the  necessity  of 
in  some  calling  or  profession. 


,te  recently,  a  donation  has  been  made  to  the 
^  by  the  Messrs.  "NVilliam  Minoi,  senior  and 
juiior,  a»  executors  of  the   will  of  Miss  IJowns- 
endjjcoupled  with  a  very  judyaqus' restriction. 
Th6y  have  given  it  four  thousand  dollars,  requir- 
ing the  income  to  be  apent  on  books  that  have 
been  published,  in  some  one  edition,  at  least  five 
years,  so  that  their  character  may  be  sej^^,  and 
no  risk  run   of   encumbering  the  sh||||fc^^ith 
those  ephemeral  effdtsions  that  gutter  to  tfie  sun 
for  a^w  brief  moments,  and  then  .are  seen  no 
more.    :   ...  .  ■»■••■ 

Our  distinguished    countryman,    Mr.   Tdshua 
Bates,  known  to  ^  the  comjaercial  world '»»  » 
leading  member  of  th«  mighty-house  of  Baring, 
Brother*  k  Co.,  still  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  beneiautors  to  the  library.     Besides  his 
original  gift  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  interest 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
good  books,  he  has  from  time  to  time  made  dona- 
tions of  books,   amounting,    in  the  aggregate,  to 
upwards  of  thirty  thousand  volumes;    and  the 
streiun  of  his  bounty  still  continues  to  flow.   The 
books  he  has  sent  are  of  great  value,  and  have 

been    selected    with    singular   judgment.      Mr»       ^^^^^^^^  ^^^.^  _„     .,      . 

Bates,  a  native  of  this  neighborhood,  has  been  for,  fflas  contained  such  full  and  extend 
nearly    half   a  century  a  resident    in  Europe  j^ —♦-**«'««"''" '"'^  ^^  *^*  ^^P^' 


but    neither    lapse    of    time,    nor  the    import- 
ant    interests'  to    which    he    has    long     been 
devoted,  have  dimmed    his    atUchment    to    the 
place  of  bin  birth.     He  i"  "Ot  himself  a  seholar ; 
but  few  scholars  could    presume  to  claim  a  supe- 
riority over  him,  a  man  of  penetrating    sagacity 
and  ripe  judgment,  trained  and  informed  by  large 
observation  of  men  and  events,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  business  on  a  scale  so  vast    as    to    rise 
to  the  heigrt  of  administration  and  government. 
His  magnificent  liberality  was  prompted  not  merely 
by  his  recollection  of  the  difficulties  against  which 
he,  a  youth  in  Boston,  struggled  in  his  work  of 
•elf-education,  but  by  his  conviction  of  the  im- 
portance to  every  community  of  an  educated  and 
lettered    class,   composed  of  scholars,  thinkers, 
and  men  of  science.     His  interest  in  the  Library 
is  a  graceful  tribute  paid  by  the  spirit  of  enlight- 
ened commerce  to  literature  and  science,  and  en- 
titles   his    name  to  an  honorable    place  in  that 
worthy  list  of  merchants  and  bankers,  including 
the    Medici  of  Florence,    the    Fuggers  of  Augs- 
burg, Sir  Thomas  Oresham,  the  late  Mr  Eliot  of 
Boston,  the  founder  of  the  Eliot  Professorship  in 
Harvard    University,  John  Lowell,  Jr.,  and  Ab- 
bott   Lawrence,  who  have  dedicated  a  part  of 
their  wealth  to  the  promotion  of  knowledge  and 
the  embellishment  of  life  by  the  cultivation  of  the 
liberal  arts. 


iKHEX  to  the  Cstalojnie  of  th«  Book*  In  the  Upper 
UtU  of  the  I^iblirClbr.ry  of  the  Oity  of  Boston. 
Boston,  1861.    8to.,  pp.  »(«. 
His  now  nearly  three  years  since  *!»«  jf]f<* 
hal^the  Public  Library,   contaiamg  «,000 
volurfi|*r»»  thrown  open  to  the  pubUe.    Ihe 
experimeSxof  opening  a  large  Ubrary  freely  to 
jdlciti/eD»<rf  whatever  rank  or  po»lp«;,ha» 
liak'thoroiftly  and  Batisfactorily  tested.    T^e 
SPslgiiseiJient  on  the  use  have  been  mow 
than  cotfipefiated  for  by  the  small  W^»- 
poswi  Mid  (jKeerfully  paid  for  the  detj^«^T)X 
booki  beyoud  the  fixed  time.    The  coll^qn^n 
the  upper  hkU  is  no  w  opened.     No  pam*  ot  »- 
pen  86  has  been  spared  to  lay  the  founaaUoM  of 
alarg^'and  useful  Library.    That  some  por- 
tions Bhould  be  more  complete  than  othefs  u 
to  be  expected,  considering  the  time   and  man 
ner  in  which  the  collection  has  been 
Never  has  a  library  of  its  size  and  v 
collected  and  arranged  in  so  short  a  tjftie  in  ahy 
parW  the  worid.     An  examination .dTthe  c»^- 
logW^r,  rather,  of  the  ind^x.  rereatt  «t.  05^ 

™.'  arrangement  of  the  ind»  x  is  th?|l»f  ^M 

urhors,  the  publiv  ations  of  coi^tnel^  aa 
ing  placed  sinder  their  naMe,  *nd  t 
r  societies  under  the  name*  of  the  (A 
they  are  located.     At  leasforr  rof 
,-„,^  „  -lade    frdm  the  particular  Itl^uect   of 
Which  feach  book  treats.     In  many  ca^more 
than  one,  ss.  for  instance,   in   travels  titough 
several    different     coumries.      Referencerjtfe 
made  from  aU  general  subjects  to  '"O'^JPfJ"'^ 
one*,  and  from  one  synonyme  to  ano* 
tl'.oTB  and  subjects  are  placed  in  an  - 
Biraiigeoient,    Thtu  every  aid  Is 
Tender  the  index  simple  and  Berrn 
to  those  least  accustomed  to  oomsnlf 
brary.     Experience  has  showa  that 
of  the  lower  hall   accomplished  its  d 
the  iatne  is  to  be  expected  of  thia.  No 
xt  be  found  ef  use  to    those  coniultWg  the 
I/brary  but  to  all  desirous  «' ^•^'^itoil^^i'i 
valuable -books    have  been  pmbluhed  on  Jiy 
particular  subject.     No  caUlogme  Tf* P"^]}*"^*, 
ias  contained  such  full  and  extendetfUblM  of. 
contents  of  series  and  of  the  compUtJ  Ifor W  of 
authors.    Tne  Indexes  of  the  Brlksh  leesldnal 
paners  and  of  'ihe  United  SUtes  Congrewiional 
documents  fom  caUlogues  of  thMOselves   and 
make  it  now  possible,  as  it  never  before  has  been, 
to  consult  e^T  *nd  satisfactorily  these  impor- 
tant  collectioittrof  sUte  papers.     Ooed  •^f* 
and  one  which   will  be  widely  reoognixed,  is 
tv.us  rendered  to  the  whole  reading  public. 
Cite  has  been  taken  to   secmre  accuracy  and 
cor»ctn-ss  in  the  minor  details,  a  t^^^fo^" 
only  to  tbose  who  have  actually  prepared*  h- 
bra^y  catalogue.     Great  credvt  U  due   to   th« 
tru.t^ee.  fcr  the  general  care  bestowed  upon  the 
work,  and  especially  to  the  ropermtendentlor 
devising  BO  adm.rat.U'   an   arrangeaient  and  fo« 
I  brinRing  it  tri  enceeeeful  completio*. 


DAILY     ADVERTISER. 


In  ciming  yearn  we  shall  look  back  upon  the 
present  wt^k  as  inaugurating,  in  full  practical 
use,  the  grandtf^t  of  all  our  public  facilitiea  for 
education  and  the  cxt^insion  of  knowledge.  The 
Public  Libmry,  an  in«titution  whose  worth  the 
citizens  of  Boiiton  hardly  begin  to  comprehend, 
will  be  opened  ngnin,  afUr  the  autumn  exami- 
nation,—and  opened  this  time  with  all  the  op- 
portunity for  it«  more  general  use  which  is  gifea 
by  the  publication  of  the   completed   cat»logao. 


This  catalogue  was  published  two  months  since, 
^but  the  Library  was   closed   for  examination 
BO  Hoon,  after  its  issue,  that  the  general  attend- 
lance  which  .^are  now  to  look  forward  to,  con- 
sequent on  a  cooiplete   display  of  the   treasures 
of  the  Upper  Hall,  bad  scarcely  begun  to  gather 
in  the  Library,  as   it  will    undoubtedly,  as  soon 
a«  the  Hall  shall  be  reopened. 
"  The  Library  has  been  open  for  the  circulation 
of  books  in   the  Lower   Hall,  for   three   years. 
And,  during  the  preparation  of  the  great  cata- 
logue for  the  press,  the  assidiwus  and  uniformly 
courteous  attendante  engaged   upon    it   m   the 
Larger  liall  have  borne  kindly  with  every  inter- 
ruption  to   their   duties,  which  students   have 
,nade,  who   have   called   on  them  for  books  for 

use  there.  

The  MS.  catalogue  of  the  Library,  has  been, 
for  a  long  time  complete,-and   the   attendants 
have  been  ready   to  examine   it  in   answer   to 
every  inquiry.     But  all  students  know  that  t« 
use  a  complete  printed  catalogue,  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  from  being  dependent  on  any  assist- 
ance for  which  they  have  a  right  to  caU  on  a 
librarian.     Such   a   resource   in   study,  and   in 
the    more    desultory    reading  which   does   not 
aspire  to  the  name  of  study,  is  now  given  in  the 
very   complete   "Index   to   a  Catalogue,"  com- 
pleted by  the  skill  and  labor  of  Mr.  Jewett  and 
his  staff  of  awistants. 

We  call  this  a  catalogue,   although   with    the 
precision  of  science,    Mr  Jewett  calls  it  the  -In- 
"dex  to  the  Catalogue."  In  the  scientific  phrase, 
the  complete  alphabetical  series  of  separate  cards, 
—each  of  which    contains  a  copy  of  the  whole 
title  page  of  each  book  in  the  Library,  is  the  Cat- 
alogue of  the   Library.     But  it   will  be  readily 
Been    that  to  publish    at  full  length    these   titles 
would  require  a  series  of  volumes  to  the  last  de- 
gree cumbrous  and  expensive.     U  will  also  be 
■een  that,  for  the   use  which  the  general  readers 
*  ol    Boston   are   to  make  of  a  Catalogue, -they 
want  a  great  deal  of  side  information,  which  will 
not  appear  in  any    mere  alphabetical   list  of  all 
the  books  in  the  Library.     This  L.dex  to  a  Cat- 
alogue, therefore,  abridges   in  tbe  first  place  the 
(uH  titles,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  po«i 
ble  U)  Ciilalogiie  seventy-five    tbousand    books  in 
an  octavo  of  ©mvenient  size;— and  it  also  refers 
to  these   books   by   so    many  "side  references," 
drawn  from  the   several  points  of  view  in  which 
a   reader   may    l)e  supposed  to  l)e  in  search  of 
them,  that  he  must    be  dull  who  cannot  find  the 
information    he  seeks.     Mr     Jewett,  in  the  de- 
eign  of  his  index,  has  loyally  remembered  that  it 
is  for  the  use  of  the  people,   and  not  of  trained 
scholars  merely.      There  in  therefore  none  of  that 
affectation    which    takes  it   for  granted   that  he 
who  consults  it,  knows  pre<-iaely  what  treatise  he 
is  in  swirch  of.     On  the  other  hand  it  is  assumed 
that  those  who  consult  it,  will  hi;  deficient,  very 
likely,  in  that  vtrv  direction      They  know  what 
they' want,  hut    tiny   corae  U»   the  Catalogue,  to 
know    where  t.»  find  it.     This   Index  to  a  Ct.ta- 
It^ue  d.iei  not  send  them  puxxM  away. 

In    the  careful  labor  which    has  been  thus  be- 

•^tfcjwed,  large  polhctions   known    under  one  title 

hare  been  opened  out,  if  we  may  u«  the  express- 


ion,  so  that  each  separate  T^t  cohWfl 


ion,  so  that  eacn  separate  wars.  i.um».."™         -      ^^^ 
may  be   referred   to,   at  once,  by  its  own  name. 
Every  one  can  judge  how  great  a  help  this  «,   i 
who  has  ever  consulted   the   old   collections  of 
historical  tracts,  or  those  modern  masses  of  polit- 
ical documents,  till  now  almost  a  chaos,  known 
as  the  Parliamentary  or   the  Congressional  Pa- 
pers     Our  national  administration,  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  may  ^ ell   be   glad  to  reprint  for 
use,  in  their  own  bureaux,  the  parte  of  this  index 
which  relate  to  their  own  publications. 

It  is  imp.J8sible   for  us,  however,  to  speak   m 
detail  of  the  merits  of  this  remarkable  Catalogue, 
nor  is  that  our  present  purpose.     By  such  a  key, 
we  can.  for  the  first  time,  form   some  adequate 
wtimate  of  the   intrinsic  value  of  the  Library. 
After  testing  it,  in  the  examination  of  the  Cata- 
lo.'ue,  by  every  test  which  has  occurred  to  us;— 
an'd  after  consulting  the  Library,  in  many  of  ito 
departments,  during  the  period   since  the  upper 
hall  was  thrown  open  ;- applying  our  examin- 
ation  to   the  wide   range  of  subjects,  which,  m 
two  or  three  years,  demand  the  attention  of  jour- 
i  nalists,  we  have  some  right  to  speak  of  the  pres- 
!  ent  value  of  the  collection.     We  do  not  besiUite 
,  to  say,  that  for  legitimate  purposes  of  study,  it 
'  is  a  more  valuable  collection  of  books,  than  ajny 
I  of  ito  size,  within  our  knowledge,  and  as  wo  be- 
lieve, than  any  of  its  size  in    the  worM.     Our 
impre«ion  is,  tha't  no  library  of  its  size,  has  been 
collected  with  so  much    care,  combined  with  im- 
plicit attention  U)  the  real    requisites  for  study. 
There  has  been   nothing  niggardly  in   the   pur- 
chases;    the  benefactors  of  the  library,  and   the 
government  of  the  city,  have  left  nothing  to  be 
asked  for,  in  the  way  of  funds;    but  on  the  other 
hand,   there   have  been    no  purchases  of  mere 
-  books  of  luxury,"   chosen  for  their  rarity,  or 
for  purposes   of  display.     We  su ppoee  that  the 
princely  Astor  Library  contains   more   books  ot 
1  this  latter  class,  prized  by  book   collectors,  and 
bibliomaniacs.  But,  with  a  fair  acquaintance  with 
that  admirable  collection,  we  are  willing  to  say 
that  for  purposes  of  work,  we  should,  even  now, 
be  as  willing  to  teke  our  chances  in   our  own 
Library,  as  in  New  York  ;  while  the  admmistra- 
tion,  and  catalogue  here,  are  certainly  superior  to 
those  there.     It  is  no  longer  necessary  for  a  man 
of  letters  to  remove  from  Boston  to  New  York,  as 
it  once  was,  if  he  have  to  devote  himself  to  any 
leading  subject  of  study. 

For  results  so  gratifying,  the  city  of  Boston 
will  be  always  largely  indebted   to   Mr.  Everett 
and  the  accomplished  Trustees,  who  have  worked 
m  faithfully  with  him,  and  to   Mr.  Jewett,  the 
Superintendent,  whose  wide  personal  knowledge 
of  the  resouroce  of  different  departments  of  litei- 
ature,  whose  curions  skill  in  administration  and 
whose  indefatigable   habits  of  labor  gave  assur- 
anoe,  from  the  l*g.nning,  that  in  his  hands,  no 
mistake*  would  be  made,  in  carrying  out  the  beM 
wUhes  of  the  founders.     The  liberality  of  »fr. 
Bates,  of  Mr.  Parker,  and  of  other  benefacto»M| 
and  the  steady  favor  with  which  the  C^y  Co^ 
oil  has  regarded  the  institution,  have  left  to  tli«^ 
Superintendent,  and  to  the  Trustees,  no  r««>«i 
to  ^mplain  4hat  their  wishes  could  not  be  e». 
ecuted,  as  woo  as  their  designs  were  formed. 
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AMuaEMXirrs  thib  dat  4Kd  etesuio 

BOSTOK  ACADEMY  OF  aiaSir-TTMhlnrtin  gtrcei. 
Cataratt  of  tbt  Owage»— Bern  at  of  Wiillain  Hanlnn. 

BOSTON  MUSEUM— Tremont  ftn^t.  neat  Court  iitr««t. 
BciiCflt  cf  JMissUeron.    Cellc  ot  the  Hoasoa— That  Nom. 
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aCKA  UOi'S£— Waohingtxjit  atre«t,  upposltt-  Milk  itreet 

▲QUASIAL  AK!>  ZOOLOUTCAL  OAKDENB  •  C«Dtra] 
•Qun,  WubiDKtop  atr««t,  nt^ar  i^iuninfir  at'iMt. 

W'^ILIAMS  A  EVEUKIT  S  (>ALLERT-a34  Washington 
Street.   Jan'ea'  Collection  of  OW  Muster* 

K.  BOSTOK.  Osaiao  E.  Do()ge  and  Company  iS'Vac  ot 
their  peculiar  Couccrta. 


cent,  of  tliifi  who!-'  colleotion.    Not  only  in  its)nuin,- 
tM.»?,  theieforc,  Imt,  In  its  proportion  to  thej^^F 
parte,  thj»  division  of  tbe  Librarj'  is  as  larpe  a«it 
ought  to  be  in  an  iastl'ution  deriving  its  Buppoi^^ 
from  the  treasury  of  the  city,  or  from  the  incomfs 
of  funds  glrwi  by  pnVdic  spirited  individuals  lik« 
Mr.  Bates,  MtrlAwrence  and  Mr.  Phillips,  who,  «^ 
will  88  the  City  Council,  must  haved;-8ired  rathaf 
to  improve  our  whole  community  than  to  amus*^ 
part  of   ic  by  collecting;  Ur.  «  masses  of  booto, 
which,  l.owever  harnilo.ss,  an',  ulmost  entirely  light 
and  trifliDp,  and  must  boon  lose  t!ie  igrealcr  p  »rt  or 
the  whole  of  their  value  and  inttrt'st.  This  lomr  luill, 
then  it  is  j  lan»,  has  b  ;en  kept  abundantly  furnished 
withthe  current  literature  of  the  urae.    Kv*  n  in  thci 
eleven  n.onih8  ending  Nov.  1, 1H«1,  thirteen 
dnd  ftnA^^yhty-two  volnmes.  nearly  all<rf  a 
ptfuler  tfturacter,  and  nc.rly  all  fresh  from 
pr^,  have  been  H,<We<l  to  it.     \^o  oo'icelvo,  tl 
fon  .  ttiit  till'  wants  of  our  reading  conupuoity— 


Ihe  Public  L.U»rar). 

We  have  i-cceivtd  and  read  throuuh  a  copy  of 
"  Tlie  Ninth  AiintJal  IJep  jrt  of  the  Tru-stees  of  thu 
Public  Libraty,"  with  its  accompanying  doJii- 
ments,  and  suppose  that  onr  read  ris  may  like  to 
obtain,  in  a  condensed  form,  what  we  have  learned 
fioai  it,  as  well  as  what  wc  have  lottroed  from  some  : 
use  of  the  L;bi-ary  itself,  and  some  inquiry!  into  ita 
reuourcts  and  mauasemtnt.  , 

The  fir-timfortant  fact  in  relatiou  to  it  is  that  , 
the  l*ublic  Library  of  Boston,  althou;?h  not  yet  ten 
years  old,  is  the  bent  JAhrurij  in  New  Entjlo.ail.  ' 
The  Trustees  tell  us  so  la  a  modest  auJ  quiet  way, 
but  the  editoiB  of  the  Christian  Examiner,  who 
have  obviousiy  inquired  into  the  mitrer  with  no 
little  care,  go  much  further  and  pronounce  it  to  be 
*'of  n»ore  value  for  tbepresent  purpotes  of  study  than 
rnty  collection  of  the  Simc  nnmlKT  of  volumes  an;/- 
tcfitre."  They  are  very  likely  to  l)c  right.  At  any 
rate  the  Public  Library  contains  a  large  and  excel- 
lent collection  of  books  for  the  practical  u<te  of  all 
clasbes  in  our  community— f(»r  our  men  of  science 
and  our  scholars,  for  our  young  men  who  aspire  to 
btcome  Jiueh,  and  for  the  many  persons  of  both 
sexes  who  ask  only  to  have  general  and  profitable 
reading  for  self-cultnre,  or  books  that  will  afford 
them  pleasant,  but  not  unworthy  amuscfaont. 
TLcre  are  many  libraries  in  KiuDpo,  and  bomo  per- 
haps in  this  country,  much  liir,j:er  than  the  Public 
Libiary  of  Bo.«*ton  Mluch  would  not  so  woU  f^lQll 
all  or  either  of  those  purposes. 

The  next  important  fact  relating  to  the  Library 
is  that  it  has  an  exc  .llent  cUalociie  and  other  facd- 
ities,  particularly  adapted  to  render  its  resources 
easily  and  pleaf^antly  accessible  to  all  who  in  any 
wny  or  degree  may  desire  to  use  it  The  real  cot  x- 
loffue,  whicli  is  in  manuscript,  and  on  separate 
cards,  is  verj-  an;  pie,  and  opens  up  the  contents  of 
tlie  books  to  those  who  v.  ish  to  make  severe  or  ex- 
haustire  researches  into  any  subject  better  than  is 
dt-ne  by  any  other  catalogue  known  to  in,  while  at 
tlie  same  time  the  printed  Indcxf!^,  which  are  in 
fact  an  abridgment  of  this  large  mantiscrlpt  cata- 
logue, open  up  the  books  to  the  daily  wants  of 
common  readers  and  inquirers,  in  a  way  which 
seems  to  leare  nothing  to  be  desired  These  In- 
dexes have  been  pronounced  by  persons  on  bota 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  compi^tentto  jndge  their  merit 
tlie  best  alphabetical  catAlogues  ttiey  have  ever 
seen.  We  belieye  that  this  estimate  of  their  value 
is  jtist.  We  do  not  koow  anythiuK  of  the  sort  that 
desenes  to  be  compared  with  them ;  and  we  think 
tha*  they  arc  destined  to  do  a  great  service  to  this 
comrounitj-  by  lnformi'^a  aU  who  desire  intelltxtad 
progress  how  they  can  easily  gather  out  of  tho 
b^.ok8  n  the  Librar>'  what  they  may  at  any  time 
need  In  order  to  pr^mo'e  tV.is  progress. 

Again,  the  Library  has  now  become  important 
by  its  sise,  and  by  the  fac.  that  it  is  fast  growing. 
From  actual  count  it  now  contains  ninety-seven 
tb-^'UiBiid  two  hundred  and  six  volumes  (7o,20o), 
and  25,108  unbound  pamphlets.  Tho  number  of 
voltmies  In  tbe  lower  hall,  which  cirtalns  th'^  books 
oftcnest  v^arted  and  mo>t  cirmlatc!,  is  10,161.  Ot 
thece,  4560  vcdumes  are  novel*,  and  abeut  t;0{»0  naye 
are  works  of  amnMment  rather  thrtiofinstruclMm, 
thus  raising  the  general  cjiss  of  Ifftht  literature  lo 
above  ten  tliousand  volumes,  or  moup  than  fifty  por 


evtn  th'  le» 
provide*fbrif 
an  amount 
vithout  a 
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and  f  ir.  ula'ion   jf'Wi  books, 
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coiitit,  it  teems,  was  miiJe  in  relation  to  th's  matt-.r 
duiiftg  tliMt-  uiflVreut  weovu    of  threa    diiTurcut 
ptiiooB  tf  .he  lact  year.   1HG0^-I8(il,  and  it  W*« 
fouLd  thtti  kss  thtin  three  ptr  cent,  0'  thi^jMf- 
Bots   who   cu'j.o   lor    bovks   wrnt  away  rtapty- 
bar.dcd.    IcJtedsjuio  of  these  otdy  reiuuwd  one 
bo<>k  without  afcking  for  at.uth  r,  and  SfiArl^  ah 
the  rtat,  ^  wtis  l)«;lievc<i,  asked  only  for  tov-^ls 
But  ftvtii  lor  this  threa  per  o  nt.  a  ttm  dy  is  pro- 
vided.   The  By  L»  *b,  which  uie  giv,  a  to  e*ch  P'^r 
bon  who  uics  ih:i  Libruy,  Invito  him  ('thapt-jr  ii, 
aititl«  5)  to  »sk  for  thu  puichu^e  of  any  book  ho 
mycctd,  hj.d  notify  him  thi  •  tti'  attendants  sl- 
^»tt}s  bfcve  a  printed   form  r.  ady  no  a*  t  >  enable 
h  ni  to  du  u  in  the  biinp'^st  ana  <a  i  st  jnanatir.  | 
A.-^,  hO!»iv<r,  the  Trustc-s  aiC  very  desi'ous  to  j 
itrthe^Rih  ji.oic»t]oi.8  of  Oi .  pubilc  waut*,  ihiy 
hftVr,  we  are  tuld,  Hihcited  ttie;u  In  other   wa)S—  | 
oic«  by   priiiitd  rotc^  pu'  in'o  all  tha  buJis  ( 
(cLvciai  li-oiuand  in  number)  that  wtra  leut  duriiif,' 
aforinit'1-t;  but  It  scorns  thp.t  they  did  it  with   o 
small  result— less  th-n  twenty-fne  requests  follow- 
ing m  thfc  Lcxt  month— that  it  was  obviom  t*ier  • 
WW*  no  t«;pci.ial  anxiety  to  obtain  other  books  than  . 
tho%e  in  the  Libur,  a're  dy.    The  By  l+tjpr  itself,  > 
ho^Neyer,  has  never  bt«n  w.thont  more  or  less  of  | 
Kocd  it  Hit,    Mrtiiy  bun  Jr.  ds  of  persoiis,  at  d^ciont  , 
timet-,  aciiig  m.der  is  gcu.rxl  invi  itioa,   have  | 
sukeJfur  tit  pariha  e  of  tuioks  thdt  they  neoth'd, 
and  these  Xa  •  k    hovc.itt  cons  qacnce,  beua  b^ght 
and  put  on  the  ;  Itlve?.    It  is  clear,  thetef^fS^pliaf 
if  ai}  body  fills  to  «tt  from  the  Public  Library  a 
iK'ck  ttiavlc  wattn    it  in  his  i.wa  fuu't,  unle  s  he 
has  asLt  <r  it  r  it  in  vai^— af  which,  wc  RuppDfe  it 
w»;uia  Itc  olflojli  to  lind  an  irstauce,  unless  ther« 
».je  esi«et:al  nasons  why  tho  btok  ia  quentioa 
fbonid  rot  he  bought,  or  unless  it  could  iiOt  be 
lu'iuU. 

But  theie  is  really  no  doubt  upon  this  point.  The 
I.il.rar^  has  bctn  nveful  and  f^Bti'^fftctory  ♦o  t»iecom- 
muniiv  lic.^oTdtbe  nrMt  jJin^nine  exp«,«natioti«  of 
th  se  ''ho  Liiv.s  at  an.^  time,  inter-  s^cd  them  e'v-.s 
In  its  fate,  or  viat«:hc'^  iti  course.  During  \h»j  l-tst 
year,  it  wnb  vi>Ued  for  literarj' or  scientillc  p'jrpf»s»« 
i)v  above  i\  thtusiu'  1  p^Tii'ns  a  da^,  on  an  av,  rage 
of  tbe  two'hnndr^d  and  seventy-fonr  dnys  that  It 
was  open,  and,  of  these  pemons,  a  daily  average  of 
five  huudred  and  ei^^hty-sovcn,  and  a  frt-^tion,  bor- 
rowed b6ok8  for  hom-^  reading;  makins  the  lend- 
ings  of  the  year  160,877— a  number  greater  than 
was  ever  lent  in  any  year  before,  and  oto  which,  fm 
whatever  li?ht  it  may  l>e  considcn-fl,  Is  truly  «n©r- 
moun. 

Among  the  striking  facilities  offered  by  the  Pub- 
lic l,ibn«rv  f-r  olnain;:;  Ix^oks,  is  to  be  reckoned  the 
small  time  spent  in  waiting  to  get  them.  On  the 
most  crowded  d«y  of  tha  year,  Feb.  23,  wl^n  the 
\\aitirgmuBt  nccgsari'y  have  been  the  most  con- 
si*  mb  e,  it  fu  mf»  that  UOS  txjoks  were  taken  out. 
On  an  avcTage,  thPrefVire,  dnnng  the  tei  hours 
VI  boo  thf  L  bmry  was  op-^^n  for  the  delivery  of  books, 
more    than  two  looks  a  minuf  wcr?  delivcrei. 


:^- 


This  iB  very  if  markable,  aiKl  proves  that  there  could 
have,  be*  n  Utile  wnitinj?,  and  none  that  could  ?)>? 
avoidffl.  But  we  wish  to  add  to  it,  partty  from  our 
own  experience,  but  much  more  and  very  lax A"\y 
frcjra  the  pxrx  ricnce  of  otherg,  that  the  courtesy 
ard  ki!dnc88  of  the  attendants  who  dcUvcrlhe 
books  iB  as  fctrking  as  their  promptuess,  Ii  may 
he  weariiome  work,  sometimca,  bat  wc  have  never 
heard  of  an  instance  o'  impat'  ucc  or  incivility. 

On   the  whole,  therefore,  ftffer  a  pretty  careful 
lee-.liDg  cf  the  short  but  sulllcient  report  of  the 
Trustees,  of  the  report  of  the  ICxainicinj;  Commit- 
Uje,  who  ecera  to  have  lieen  very  diligent,  and  of 
the'  report  of  the  Superintendent,  who^c  statemoats 
are  both  fuU  and  clear;   and  furthermore,  afV-r 
studying  the  cnid  catalogue,  for  which  the  kin-le^t 
facUitics  have  been  aflfordcd  us  at  the  LibM^,  and 
the  printed  ir^dexcB,  with  their  explanatory  pre- 
faces  whi€h  we  have  studitd  ut  home,  we  have 
con  e  to  the  conviction  that  there  arc  few  librarie* 
In  Kuiope,  if  ai^y,  that  are  even  twit*  a»  Ur^e  as 
the  Boston  Publii  Library,  where  a  man  of  science 
or  a  hchohir  will  be  bo  bkely  to  lind  what  he  may 
want,  or  whcte  such  a  persoa  will  run  so  little  dan- 
cer of  extaustiiig  the  resourcts  he  may  need,  wh  n 
pushing  his  irquirics  into  almost  auy  subject  of 
prcstnt  jnttrest  and  importuuce. 

For  Boi.ic  of  tlje  d  partmcntB  in  the  Library.  6Ir 
Bates,  its  great  btn*ifac»or,  6vem»  farticalariy  to 
havecarc/l,«r.dtb(Be,  consiiering  the  size  of  the 
coUC'.tioii,  aic  string.    Among  tlicm  are  tugliah 
'  lllBtory,  both  general  and  local.  Music,  aad  the 
French  and  Ifalian  Litenitures,  which  last,  we  would 
inform  the  ladies  among  our  readers,  as  w<jU  as  our 
ecl'.olars,  is  ut'commonly  well  rcptesentid.    Ger. 
man  Literature,  howcA-er,  anl  Greek  and  Latin,  we 
Buspett,  wi!l  bo  found  equally  strong  when  Mi. 
P.rker's  lich   bequest   is   arranged  and  opened, 
which  we  Euppcse  it  will  be  so  sooa  as  It  can  bo 
catalogued.    On  the  other  hrnd,  the.  TrustecB  icem 
to  have  cared  particularly  for'books  on  Government 
Administratioo,  Tublic  Econemy 'and  Social  Sci- 
ence—for books  in  Natural  History,  Mathematics 
and  the  Mecliantc  Arts;   bu  ,  above  all,  for  such 
gcncrallv  useful  and  attractive  books  of  Kngbsh 
and  American  History,  Travels,  Biography  and 
Literature  as  constitute  the  popular  collection  of 
nearly  twenty  thou?atKl  volumes  in  the  lower  hall. 
Wc  therefore  corgratulate  the  public— the  whole 
public— our  men  of  science  and  scholars  no  loss, 
than  the  multitudes  of  both  sex^,  who  use  bojks 
for  general  culluro— that  they  have  at  last  obtaiaod 
a1ibiary.s'/(7efno  e/ieir  tronffl.    We  congratulate 
thrin,  too,  that  this  library  is  made  eaaily  Intelii- 
gll.le  and  uccepslble  by  a  catalogue  and  indexes, 
which,  thsnks  to  Mr.  Superi  ite  ident  Jewett  and 
his  sss^stnn's,  will  really  dj  their  work  to  the  full 
acciptai.ce  of  those  wlw  use  them.    With  such  a 
library,  and  such  means  and  helps  for  using  it,  we 
say,  therefore,  to  all,  with   the  fervent  irophet  of 
old— and  we  say  it  not  irreverently,  feince  the  cause 
of  knowledge,  of  morals  and  of  religion  is  necessa- 
rily ODC  and  the  sam*»  cause  In  every  true  public 
library— we  say  to  all:  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thlrs«- 
eth,  come  yo  to  the  watiers;  and  he  that  hath  no 
money,  come  ye— yea,  come  without  money  and 
without  price."    For  there  is  no  man  among  us  sd 
accomplished    in  science  or  scholarship  that  he 
cannot  profit  by  the  large  resources  of  the  PubUc 
Library ;  and  no  man  so  htimble  that  be  cannot 
I  avail  himself  of  them,  with  constantly  increasing 
improvemeiit  and  Lappings— with  cons^anUy  in- 
creasing Ixncflt  to  himself  and  to  the  community, 
of  which  he  may,  by  his  IntclligCDoe  and  services, 
niiike  himself  a  benefactor. 

Put  enough.    Perhaps  we  ourselves  said  same  of 
tbcw  things  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  we  announced 
the  opening  of  the  literary  after  its  annu*!  exami- 
nation, and  gpokc  of  the  admirable  "  Index  of  the 
1  Books  in  the  Upper  HaU;"  a»id  perh-ips  still  more 
!  cf  tiicm  have  betn  said  ctaewhera,  an  i  better.    But 
'  Wk  aro  not  unwilUng  to  say  thsm  over  agaia,  and 
■  CH>ec  ally  we  are  glad  to  repeat,  in  concurrence 
1  with  a  much  valued  contcn^orari,  that  Uic  PabUc 
I  Library  is  i>oni  become  "the  grandest  of  all  our 
'  publli-  faciliHes  for  education  at^d  the  extension  of 
knowledge."    ft  is  able  to  tach  both  masters  and 
pn :  ils.  ' 
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b^(M»r  (he  Uoatea  Public  Llbrarr. 

I.  rom  the  New  Engl&nder,  January  \mi.\ 
...«  Boston  Catalogue  is  a  stout  octavo  of  about 
nine  hundred  rather  finely  printed  pages.  It  te  is- 
sued from  the  well-knuwn  press  of  Messrs.  G.  t. 
Uaud  &  Avery,  and  we  have  rcaaon  to  believe  that 
the  clearness  and  attractiveness  of  the  typography 
ia  due  in  no  small  deijrec  to  the  patietice  and  pride, 
which  they  as  j)rinters  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
City,  have  niauifested  in  perfecting  the  mehanical 
execution  of  this  work.  ,   ,.  .    i-     , 

The  titles  of  the  books  are  arrangetl  alphabetical- 
ly aceiirding  to  the  rule  now  almost  universally  fol- 
lowecl  by  bibliographers,  under  the  names  of  the 
authors,  and  are  printed  in  two  parallel  columns 
with  prc'88-marks  which  indicate  where  the  volumes 
may  be  found.  Almost  every  book,  however,  i«  a]^ 
uientiuued  once  or  more  uniler  some  other  head  *\ 
the  author's  name.  •Catesby's  Natural  History 
Carolina,  Florida,  and  the  Bahamas,  for  ^pj 
will  be  found  under  Catesby,  and  also  irtfwr 
of  the  three  territories  named.  It  will  therefore  be 
seen  that  although  the  lnd«x  does  riot  pui'P<M|»>  "^ 
a  Classiiied  ludcx  of  the  Library,  it  virtuallTw  so, 
to  ft  very  iN^t  extent.  This  fcatuix>  is  one,  in  our 
opinion,  oT^e  highest  value,  and  as  the  compilciH 
liSvenotrffeltiAliged  to  give  verbatim  the  niU  title 
oFevery  book,  the  rei>etition  of  the  short,  abridge! 
tttles  which  are  given  does  not  swell  the  volume  b> 
an  incuufeiiif-nt  size.  ,    .  .  ^    ,.■        » 

Every  one  familnfr  with  the  admmistration  of  a 
large  reference  library,  is  aware  hww  diilioult  it  is  to 
maike  available  t.t  students  voluminous  series  print- 
ed'-W^thout  an  Index. —such  a  work,  for  example,  as 
MuintW'e  Rerum  Italicarum  Scriptoies,  in  'iH  vol- 
umes folio.  Now  in  the  Catalogue  before  us,  when 
«uch  ft  series  is  mentioned  iw  belonging  to  the  Pub- 
lic Libriiry,  the  CI  intents  of  every  volume  are  dw- 
iMi'-tly  «peci(W4.  Theianumeration  of  the  se|)arate 
tn  iti^esin  flkl'workltl^t  named  fills  two  and  a  hall 
finely  prfiitad.<K)rumia»«  I^ot  oyi^  so,  out  th«  names 
of  theautKorsoithe«»e  Koparate  treatises  are  stated 
in  th-'ir  ptViper  )il|*ilieticaL  pkiM  in  the  Keneral  cat- 
aiocuc.  L.-t  au4li«fWry  be  ma.le'for  Ferretti  a  Hm*- 
toria  Rerum  Italicarum,  1200— I  MB.  the  Boston  In- 
ilex  Mh<;ws  under  Fcrreto's  name  in  the  general  al- 
i.habetical  catalogue,  that  the  work  iu(iuire<l  for  is 
t..  be  found  in  the  ninth  v<Uume  of  Muratori  s  great 

^  As  the  Tru.stees  of  the  Library  have  taken  pains 
to  s«}cure  such  long  historical  and  other  serials,  as 
cimstitutp,  in  a  certain  sense,  the  fountain  1  ikes 
from  which  many  literary  streams  flow  torth,  the  In- 
dex hiis  l)Ccome  a  most  convenient  manual  for  any 
Librarian.  We  know  no  other  volume  which  will 
be  BO  convenient  u  key  U)  these  usually  inaccessible 
Ptoffr  houses.  We  venture  to  say,  that  m*ny  volu- 
minous series,  HCfittere<l  in  the  different  libraries  of 
this  country,  will  be  for  the  first  time  picked  oprii 
by  this  serviceable  instrument.  .        ,  ,  . 

There   are  two  collections  of  document  which 
«tand  bp  Hieinselves,  on   the  whole  uueemalod  in 
their  importance   '      the  statesmen,  th«  hwforiana, 
and  the  publicists  of  Great   Britain   and   America. 
Wercfatto  the   Public   Documents   of  the   British 
Parli»pen*.an  I  the  Unitcl  States  C^ngr^s.     ho  far 
as  we  know,  no  Index   has  heret^jfore  been  printe<l 
in  eithW-* country  to  th«e  national   seri^.     bvery 
yen-  li.is  a.Vlcd  to  the   ponderous  mass  already  ex- 
i-tiii"-   new  scores  of  cumbersome  documents,  bury- 
in -^  .Tceper  and   <leeper   the  earlier   volumes.     It  is 
true  that  any   paper  of  which  the   exact  date  was 
known  could  be  e.u.ily  found;  but  if  the  investigator 
has  sought  to   ascertain   what  public   reports   have 
t)een  i)iinte<l  upon  ft  given  topic   he  has  been  always 
tried  with  vexatious  delays,  and  often  completely 
thwarted.     These  difficulties  are  now  removed.   This 
Index  gives,  under  the  head  "United  Sutes,     near- 
Iv  if  not  quite  a  complete  sUtement  of  all   (^WfTf - 
4..nal  publications,  and  in  additio:    a  minute  Index 
to  all  the  topics  which  are  discussed  in  them,    yu- 
may  easily  illustrate  the   value  of  such  an  analysis 
by  an  incident  which  came  under  our  observation 

not  lung  a2o.  _  .         ...  u       r 

A  eentleiuan,  who  is  writing  the  biography  of  an 
linent  uftictr  of  the  United  States  Army  who  has 

■inpps 


recently  fallen  in  the  active  service  ot  U« 
was  desirous  ©f  tracing  the  hero's  e^ireer  dun  _ 
residence  io  California.  It  became  n«»wary  f^>r^ 
him  to  mquiit  into  the  early  history  of  that  new 
8tRte,  and  h#aearched  all  the  works  oa  Cahfurnm 
to  which  he  oofcld- gain  access  in  a  large  public  libra- 
ry but  with  very  little  satisfaction.  The  publw 
documents*  seemed  to  him  so  voluminous,  so  ill-ar- 
ranged, and  so  badly  indexed,  that  he  was  inclined 


^.    • 


to  (Jispair  of  turnin'r  them  to  any  account.  The  Li- 
brarian called  his  attention  to  the  Boston  Index, 
and  a  mountain  of  difficulties  was  leveled  at  once. 
Turning  to  it,  under  the  heads  of  Colifornia,  Colo- 
rado, Fremont,  San  Diego,  San  Francisco,  San  Pe- 
dro, Tiilaro,  gold  bullion,  &c.,  he  was  able  quickly 
to  trace  out  many  of  the  papers  for  which  otherwise 
he  might  have  searched  in  vain  for  days. 

The  English  Parliamentary  papers  are  analyzed 
with  a  degree  of  minute  carefulness  e<iual  to  that 
which  characterizes  the  American  Index.  These  two 
portions  of  the  Catalocue  by  themselves  are  of  ines- 
timable value  to  all  who  wish  to  investigate  the  pub- 
lic policy,  and  to  become  familiar  with  the  official 
publications  of  two  great  nations. 

The  preparation  of  this  Catalogue  is  the  work,  as 
we  under.stand,  of  Prof.  C.  C.  Jewett,  the  accom- 
plished Superintendent  of  the  Librarv,  assisted  by 
Messrs.  Vinton  and  Jillson.  His  varied  attainments, 
his  fine  scholarship,  his  love  of  books,  and  hie  prac- 
tical talents,  have  fitted  him  in  aa  uncommon  de- 
gree for  the  post  which  he  fills.  Appointed  and  sus- 
tained by  a  Board  of  Trustees,  of  which  Mr.  Everett 
is  Chairman,  and  of  which  other  members  ara dis- 
tinguished in  the  world  of  letters,  the  .^perintend- 
ent  has  been  encouraged  to  go  forward  and  elaborate 
a  catalogue  which  will  not  only  be  a  monument  td 
tlielr  enlightened  judgment,  but  a  lasting  benefit  to 
all  American  scholars. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  are  also  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise  for  the  liberality  with  which  they 
hiive  provided  the  pecuniary  means  for  preparing 
and  printing  this  elaborate  volume.  We  can  hardly 
cast  our  eyes  anywhere  tapo^its  pa^e«,  mindful  of 
what  it  represents,  without  being  itnpresseil  anew 
with  the  munificence,. tiie  thoroughnote,  and  com- 
pleteness which  chafliel*rize  everything  which  is 
done  by  the  noble  oliJ  City  ov  Boston  ! 
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tuK    NOVKMBEtt    NOMBKB    OF    TI?H     OuBIS 

TiAN  liXAMiNbK  18  BH  ixceiUnt  example  of  ihe 
general  worth  of  that  long-established  review. 
Originally  begun  in  1824.  It  now  completes  its 
■Jl^t'^'oluroe.  For  more  ihm  a  gencraitu  it  ixM 
occupied  a  fortuiotii  plaiu  in  our  Amciican  litera- 
ture;—alwaja  vigoroBB,  al»»y»  pn>giHii»»* 
charitable  wiihoul  pn  judico,  lib.ra!  withottt  am- 
celt,— ire  office  ha«  been  to  btmulateMBl  elevate 
tb|!  public  mind. 

JJpoo  the  high  character  of  tho  C»irf«tlaii  Ex- 
aoiiiicr,  not  less  of  its  aims  than  iw  jMirfofrOftoq  , 
we  n^Kl  not  lavish  aoy  words  ol  prai-«i^J|^,U^' 
leabt  ioiportHnt  of  Its  offl  es  has  been. |D  com 'a' 
that  tendency  to  doi:in4ii»ra  which  wa  laberifed 
fiom    our   Puritan    fatherg,  among  other  ttiioia 
good  and  bad.  (cbbfly  good);  and  it  hrtdi»«rafo 
its  lapport  some  of  t  le  ablest  and  raag^acc'itn- 
plisbed  writers  of  whom  our   New  EnHancMn  »y 
boast  To  recount  their  names  would  bjMO  recite 
in  gT«at  part  our  literary  history  in  the  Sr^Jear*. 
N«vcr,  in  any  period  ol  iw  «xl»tMC«  has  ilMocir- 
iiy  and  vigor  been    iio<»re    marked,  it*   ftoflaencj 
wider  and  more  varied,  iis  pa,'e8  moie  atW'£''t've, 
thaa  daring   the  last  four  years,  in  tta^tandsof 
is  present  ncconlpli^hed  editor,  who  M^e^ll 
to  appreciate,  and  the  influento  to  coOTCWPIne 
best  talent    and   the    best  learning  winch  In  our 
community  can   be   brought   to  b«ar  apoa  any 

Joninal. 

The   present   number  opens  with  ai^t»^le  on 
the  Kelftiion  of  War  to  Human  Nattre,  a  vigor-  | 
ou8,  thoagbtful,  instructive  and  eloqpM»ay  writ- 
ten eaaay.    Daniel  De    Foe,  and    thU  eccentric 
mixture  of  Jew  and  convert    and    tsaf^r    and 
German,  Jeaeph  Wolff,  furnish  instructive  topics 
for  two  articles.    Perhaps  no   nitioB  ^  ever 
exhibited  as  a  nation  so  extraordincjy  an  Jntel- 
kctual  life  as  tho  German  nation  exhlbiu  ai  thli 
day.    lu  literature,  regarded  as  such,  will  not  In- 
deed compare  with  the  English,  perhaps  not  with 
the  French.    They  lack    artistic  expresslen,  but 
in  thought    and    research  the  Germans  stand  m- 
rivalkd.    There  is  an  element   of   nni^eraaliqf  in 
their  character,  BO  to    speak,  which    crvrv  fOd 
explorei  all  human  knowledge.    No  schoU^eao 
can  do  justice  to  any   subject  without  rocorring 
to  Gainan  investigations.    But  our  Eogliih  lit- 
erature of   translailoos   is    fmall,  atid*^cotnp«r»- 
tively  few  peiTons  read    German   easilj^    Yet  we 
cannot  go  Without  •■    iaterpretcr  of  fHne  fort. 
The  article  on  "Tholuck  on  Prophecy"  iUttttfrtej 
this  very  want,— and  worthily  suppUea  it.    Id  M 


interval  of  severer  studies,  this  celcbra^(i4Se<^  f 
logian  seeks  recreation  in  tho  wrUiaf  of  ■>  teok 
on  propbeti  awl  their  prophesyiag.  •^  It  is  fhtl  ol 
interest,  biA«"«en  led  J  to  riosf  of  w.  Soraobodf 
must  tell  US  i^booat  it.  Wo  cannot  f^rboaf  Im- 
proving this  cession  to  rcniaik  tlmt  t'.cfmauB  do 
not  always  write  theology,— and  thai  they  are 
not  all  pantht'ists,  and  deists,  and  worse,  but  for 
the  biost  part  clear  in  their  convictions,  religious, 
devotional,  and  ex<  essivcly  thorough. 

>V*:stern  lUonasticism  is  a  very  interesting  ac. 
coui^f  of  the  recent  grtat  work  of  Uontalemberc 
ou  the  MoftkH  of  tho  West,  from  St.  Benedict  to 
Si;  BtmaxY.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  put  this  arti- 
cle Cy  t^C  ^Idc  of  the  ono  ou  the  surae  subject  in 
the  Ocio^tr  tiumbcr  of  the  Edinburgh  Review. 

To  U-,  tho  foremost  ariiclo  of  the  numlwr,  one 
whiclv^would  give  character  to  any  journal,  is 
tbatorfijluckle's  HiHtory  of  Civliizatlo*.  When 
Mr.||pKti(te  first  carao  upon  us,  mtuiy/awud  bf 
hisnst  reading  and  his  flourish  of  ,p4iloflophy, 
dcliiillMl^'iih  his  vi<ior  and  refirc»wl  'bf  his 
sccp^cisiD,  fancied,  perhaps,  that  thej|  were  tJ 
getsomeihiiig  new — catch  a  glimp80,flf  but  a 
fuint-Qiie,  of  the  mystery  of  human  thttigs.  The 
nov^ltliis  gone  now,  and  the  myat^il'*!!  as  great 
as  ever.  Mr.  Buckle's  philosophy  of  history  U 
not  a  new  one;  it  is  very  old,— not  leii  superft- 
cial  than  wtarifioroe.  But  what  ff  f^,^^  do  not 
lemerrilier  to  have  seen  set  forth  so  cl|aily  as  In 
the  article  in  question.  It  treats  of  him  under 
four  beads:  touching  his  view  of  freedom  and  or» 
ganization,  his  theory  of  scepticism  and  his  view 
of  the  fraall  influence  of  religion  on  civilization. 
The  fairness  and  charity  of  the  criticifm,  tbo-Hgfk^ 
or  of  the  thoueht,  and  tho  grace  of  tbe  wofd»i 
one  rannot  fail  to^reco^nizo  as  charaaoristic  of 
the  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke. 

We  have  but  a  word   to   add  touchlog  the  Re.' 
view  of  Current  Literature.    It  in  not  in   tho  cilt» 
throat  8t>  le  of  the  Saturday  Review :  but  whilo  It* 
is  independent,  it  is  just.    We  always  recur  to'tt^ 
with  pleufsuro  and  with    profit.    In   U^   preseitft 
number  there  la  excellent  testimony  to<^tfae   skill 
a^d  judgment  with  which  the  Publicllbrary  of 
Boston  has  been    selected    and    its.  p^^ed  rata- 
logtie  prepared.    But  the  writer  gfes  ^at"bf  his 
way  to  lament    that    the  Trustees   shOQid.  have 
Wen  liJ)cral  enough  to  permit  the  pd9|c  kt-tdu; 
.  ut  tho  books  in  the  Great  Hall,  with  pertain  W 
BUiCtions.    We  protest  «galn»^t  any  st^h  Mrro# 
complaint.    The  Trusteed  ha^e  acted  wisely  and 
lib««l]y,— and  if  they  would  also  ponnte  tba  use 
of  ink  in  the  Great  Hall,  they  wool* ilwwTO  tin' 
stinted  praise.  .  3* 
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KilncHtloHMl    3I«itt«Tii— Tlie  Luck  ©f 
l*rtM;tlcul  nfunag-vnient. 

Our  iittention  has  l)«eii  called  to  tlie  re- 
iwrte  cirth6,In8tiUite  of  Instruetioo^fJit'P- 
ylon  of  wliiqi  was  receatly  held  Ia'.rortr 
land.    TlMjfie  educational  convej|^lo&|gve 
come  to  bels  barrtu  of  retu'a^|ni%^»«»ara 
l8  ol  vegetation.    Al  they  amount*©  is  to 
afford  an  opportunity   for   a  ft'CP^^y 
orators  to  show  off"  their  ^'^f***^,?*^ 
therefore  It  makes  very  lit9yp*lflp«5e 
what  subjecte  they  talk  aliout.  ^ucfrmeet- 
ings  are  made  up  ot  those  who  h^ve|^  idea 
that  they  carry    about  8om(    jifonderfHl 
ideas  which  the  world  needs,"  a^U  those 
equally  sdly  people  who  embi'&cf  ©very 
opportunity  to  po  where  they  cin  hear 

"BpeakinR."  d  ' 

There  is  much  to  be  leanied  in  tha  mat- 
ter of  instruction-our  standaj^  jy^^" 
.    .     ,      ., *.j  ...  "ve^tWay> 


ing  needs  to  be  clvevated  in  eve  ,  _  . 
and  something  towards  that  end  '*iJ«M,be 
done  at  these  conventions  it  thef  ^ife 
conducted  in  a  practical  manner.  But -as 
it  is,  they  are  as  near  useless  as  poWtf«- 
Those  YCaa  step  forward  to  ma^i^tbe 
speeches  are  not  the  people  who  c«Cfi?vo 
the  ijaforniatlon  needed.  -^ 

It  is  the  sam*  in  our  agricultural  ilftet- 
Ingswhicliwe  have  every   wiut«r  al  Oit 
State  House*   The  discussions  are  carried 
on  by  theorizers  and  amateur  Carmers,  and 
to  the  practical  farmer,  for  whose  b«neit 
they  nre  orteBsibly  Intended,  they  arc  of 
no  more  consequence  than  woolly  horses. 
Besides,  If  there  ever  was  a  question  set- 
tled by  these  discussions,  we  are  not  aware 
of  it.   The  same  subjects  are  discussed  by 
the  same  speakers  over  and  over  again, 
and  none  of  the  gairulous  company  care  a 
a  whit  Bl>out  the  truth,  so  long  as  they 
make  the  best  display  of  thoir  talUng  pow- 
ers,  and  make  their  particular  theory  plau- 
sible. . .  „ 

The  Afcerican  peopk  ai-e  proverbially 
speech-makers ;  and  the  Idea  Iccras  t^  pre- 
vaiUbat  apeaking  is  the  only  Imqportant 
pftTtoftlte  matter,  wheroujflfl^Tiothlng 
but  a  t^me^um  of  etLchange^yKAring  tho 
lame  relation  to  the  nubject  that  the  cur- 
rency of  «  country  does   to  it8.,^ealth. 
WordP  ate  sf  t»mali  condcquence  except 
whteu  they  reprewntf^tnf/*.    -^icurren. 
cyiof  langjiage  has  been  expanded  l)ey<.na 
the  requircmeiitM  of  the  cow*t^^  we 
go  in  for  a  steady  contraction.    Wiefi  we 
consider  how  many  .vords  it  takes  aow^ap  I 
duvs  to  clothe  an  idea,  we  ^ho^Jiot  be  , 
subrt>e<t  at  the  number  of  doU^i  to  ihln- 
pllBleW  it  tekch  to  clothe  u  fop,  though  h.> 
ha«  never  an  idea  in  his  hettd^>m  fx- 
■ansieo  in  both  cases  has  depre^id  the 
value  of  the  currency,  and  enconrt^ed  ex- 
travHgance.    We  want  less  talk  no  toore 
tothcptirpose.  "    * 

Oto-text  books  have  been  spya.yutto 
cover  inordinate  surface  by  the  same  spirit 
of  InflaUaa*  ^^  ^'^"^  *  *«oholar  i-i  drill    ' 
through  |llN»t  amount  of  verbiage  to  get 
at  an  ld<Nl*   We  refer  thoee  who  1tt«f  Tiot 
acree  with  us  to  the  number  f>f  Woks  a 
chUd  must  use  to  get  through  our  4?ram- 
mar  schools,  and  the  pages  tkat  «i»tbc 
committed  to  memocy.  Al«c^  of  it  ta  we- 
^r  worse,  fortW«»  drUUn?  la  de^« 
ntfiows  the  mind  of  the  papll  »"<'  ^puden 
it  unfit  for  generallzatlou. 


*"  affSdnS^S  frtends  who  attond  to 
the  display  scenes  are  very  fondotwiy  thing 
like  alplurgP.  They  want  to  <*eate  a 
great  system,  because  in  greftt  systema 
there  are  conspicuous  positions  for  those 
who  «wi  talk  themselves  into  thetot. 

We  observe  that  at  the  recent  session  the 
Institute  of  Instruction   passed^*  n^la- 
tion  appointing  a  committee  to'm'eihoral- 
izc  Congress  on  the  BU^ect  of  establishing 
an  Jfiduciilouai  Bureau   in  OoTern&ent. 
Now,  In  Heaven's  name,  what  could  such 
a  bureau  in  the  national  goveWPJaent  do 
lor  the  cause  of  education  which  owmot  be 
done  better  by  the  Ecvcral  StatcB?     Ncth- 
Ing.   The  idea  is  that  it  wouW  be  a  "big 
thH^"-  it  would  sound  large,  and  it  would 
open  oifices  for  a  set  of  idle  fellows  wtio  are 
laborers  in  the  cause  ot  education  fcecause 
they  can  do  nothing  else  to  make.l  Ufiug. 
The  men  of  real  talent  have^lfbmethiug 
else  to  do,  making  use  of  what  «duo«fl^ 
they  have  in  Kome  of  tlie   numerous  flel* 
of  productive  labo-.    We  believe  that  toe 
cause   of  education  would   not  SVfi&'to 
this  State  it  the  Board  of  Education  andill  I 
the  other  ornamental  bodies  were  svfe^ 
out  of  existence.  When  the  State  provjde*. 
funds,  and  proper  laws,  it  may  salely  le«Vi 
the  rest  to  the  towns  and  cities.    There  It 
nothing   in   the   common    school   system 
which  makes  it  liable  to  degener^  or  to 
need  the  fostering  care  of  Boards  and  Bu- 
reaus.   On  the  contrary  it  ha»»^its  ample 
protection  in  its  own  <;xlsten^!e,  and,  if  let 
alone,wiU  grow  stronger  and  sUonger  year  ^ 
alter  yew^,  '^^  vfmfmX'm  alt«r  geaeratiou.  | 
4nT  uwtltWtiou   in  a  free   countTy  Which 
needs  special  efforts  to  protect   it,  is  not 
worthy  of  the  country.  EducaUon  needs  to 
be  fostered  by   speeches,  hnitares,  conven- 
tlonn,  boards  and  bureau^  just   about  as 
much  ae  the  culture  of  com  on  tho  Western 

prairies. 

What  we  do  need  is  better  te^jwok-* 
and  »»etter  teachers,  but  the  iatte^  not 
to  be  produced  by  these  fancy  oflortCWhich 
arc  now  so  much  in  vogue.     Wc  Wfirt  to 


pay  salaries  which  will  commai4Sfi^ 
tulent.  We  want  hU|>eriiit*nddfflr''TOd 
teachers  of  enf^rgy  and  ^ommoii  sei^, 
whom  we  should  be  willing  lo  traft^^8 
any  other  bu,iine>»  not  i-o  Jnii.o^an|jB^- 
fratlng  our  children .  We  w  ant  t^dirawit 
the  swarms  of  "educated  uincom-'*  v.  >  ■ 
drift  into  the  positions  of  teachetstJ^^taUM; 
they  are  not  smart  enough  to  (jgj^^hins 

^^Butwesecmto  be  maklagrfrW^""' 
thi  wrong  dlrectiou.     .Schooigbgoig,^^; 
multiplied;  the  men  we  want  *»^L. 
our  ft'hooU  find  m.rc  Pt^/table^CBW»y- 
mont;andthe  staud.ml  of  scb|^8r«hlP    «• 

.  r*a»<^d  bv  Ui«  m^nns  Intendedfor  its  oi-;- 
VBtt^O^.  What  v> f  wantls  to  male  »  fear  » 
Ktidv  ti  '^nr  M.  ',.v  '-  iTTi-^uflt  to  mOfBtttaa 

,  ^ri%T  ,t  can  be  attained 


•,.\^-^.:H- 


*-^l 


t\ 


EoAKD  o*  MxtvBHws—Mondav,  Oet.  if.  l^Wf*  i  Uc 
rejrular  w( ekly  uieetuig  ol  the  Board  of  AliermBn  wad 
>-|ld  tbte  aftenioou,  Mayor  LiaoQUUP_tho£faii£:_ 

Mayor,  laying  before  the  City  UoudcH  tho  to"o«^'0« 

communication  from  ^^\^*i^^^^Vt^*l^'*>  ^"""t^l 
TruBtees  of  the  I*ublic  Library.  In  "BSatloa  tc  tbe  <le- 
ctasoof  Joshua  Bates,  l':8q.,  of  LondOttf'   »       «„kii« 

At  a  Bpeoial  me(*tlng  ot  the  Trusteed  of  the  Public 
Library  on  the  18th  Oct.,  1864 :  ' 

Tlie  iTcsident  laid  betore  the  TnMtecs  a  fppy  of  a 
letter  l>om  Ihomas  Banng,  Esq.,  M.  9.,  to  h.  O.  Ward, 
E»i«i  of  this  city,  aaentof  tho  house  ot  Messrs.  Baring 
Bros.  &  Co.,  contHining  the  lulormationcf  the  death  of 
Joshua  BBt<^«,  Esq..  the  senior  partner  of  the  ho  use,  at 
I^ndon.  24th  Sept.  last:  whereupon,  on  motion  ol  tho 

^  ^s?/r«'  unmiimmuly,  That  the  Irustees  ol  the  Pub- 
lic Library  have  received,  with  the  smct-rest  emotion, 
the  tidin^l  tho  death  of  their  honored  and  belored 
countri^W,  JoBhua  Bates,  /isq.,  a  man  known  and 
rt'soectea-iB  both  heiulopheres,  and  whose  loaa  wUl  not 
easily  treViuppHed  in  Europe  or  America;  whose 
character.  10  nil  rcwpc^ota  pure  and  exemplary,  was 
marked  edually  by  the  most  endearing  doiueslic  and 
social  Qi^Uea'  and  by  that  clear  Inteillgeuce,  souud 
iudcnienTr^xecutlve  force  and  eterlin?  wortli  which 
enfa»')led  hitn  not  tjnly  to  achieve  exfraordiuar?  Buooens 
in  life  lnit''ll6  render  imjjortaut  servioei  to  hu  toUow- 
men  In  trtp'trtWeettieldfl  of  action. 

The  Tru«tt«.  with  gratitude  to!  his  memory,  look 
l)ack  upoii  the  numberTeaB  aote  of  diiintertated  service, 
personal  kindness,  and  unsolicJtEd  pen'jrositf  extended 
dtniug  his  long  carofr  to  his  couutrymi'n  abroad,  and 
they  coiitemclate  with  pride  and  thankftilnew  his  Im- 
poi-tant  atffUr  m  preserving  and  streujrthenlng  the 
ties  of  taod^U  between  the  kindred  couutriud.  Es- 
pecially  In  tli^b'lng  limes  which  have  come  upon  u<, 
they  houur  the  pure  iiatriotism  which  glowed  iu  hi. 
heart  aiid  guided  his  conduct,  rebukwifj  disloyalty  ami 
rebtllion,  and  counUracting,  in  no  small  dexreo,  th. 
sinister  loreign  Inlluences  employed  lu  the  unw.irlliy 
att«'mpt  to  break  down  the  nationality  ol  the  UuukI 

That,  «8  ft  duty  Incumbent  peculiarly  on  thn  Trngi«e.^, 
they  desire,  oa.  this  occaMon,  to  commera.)ratc  tiu' 
liberality  of  Mr,  Batee,  in  the  endowment  ol  the  Bostou 
I'ubllc  Libraiy,  in  which  he  was  actuated  bv  the  ( aru- 
est  desire  tliat  tiw  lellow-clthwns  ol  Boston,  iu  a'l  com- 
ing time,  t-hould  enjoy  thope  early  advanUges  of  lueuLiI 
culture  which  fortune  denied  to  him;  auJ  whi..' Hi.- 
Trubtees  bear  In  gratelul  renii-mbnince  tlie  bouutie*  uf 
a  loi'g  li«t  of  palroiis  of  the  institution,  thoy  cii.-er- 
fVlly  accord  to  him,  at  by  far  it-,  largest  beiief  loljr, 
l^>th  lor  the  magnitude  and  judicious  aopropnatlon  of 
his  gilto,  and  for  ihe  (let  p  InU'ivht  whicti  he  took  In  \U 
riroswrity  irom  the  outteUtht  name  an  J  honors  of  tho 
Fouiiclr^i  of  t)K'  Boston  inibUo  L  brary. 

Retofved,  ihat,  m  ci^oaiderfttion  ot  the  great  raloe  of 
donatiooK  iu  money  and  booKS,  the  Jarfr*' 
Libiury  l»e  henceforward  known  and  (i< 

Ualt 

ire  also  Mssed  proTi'l'n?(  thata  C'T 

Bgd  be  fraiMinltted  to  the  lamily 

(I    the    h^i^^' Baring   Brotliei-N 

,ii>y  trf^  AriMfen  can**Dle"onOv  on  the 

,  •    l!ie 

lin- 

,,    .        „  1  "inct 

'     iijo   ni.ivi.  .V    '..•    ■•  .^•tiuariou 

-    .  .  hie  .Mavov.  Mfi^r  liri' fly  reeonntlng 

, ,  of  the  .l.^c«aied  benefactor  <rf  the  city,  eug- 

•.„,„ho«,-ai  .„.t;,,n  .'i  ml  111'- takonftfwould 

raHtud.  ihiflmnnlci. 

V:f    .  -  comiauit't) 

.     fal  lowkM  rwolutlon 
that  we  Mdlyanrt  coriltffeon**^  the 

onr  -orrorr  m  tb"*  nt  tfti^flfcMteert  of     i 

vr-V'^r^  --j|Sfin&..- 

death  of  Mr.  !■  .  »  .ivJi.iit;  (^.i' 

,  where  hto  youth  was  nurtur.>d  jaMR!!*' JJl^f; 
1v  were  lorraed  the  ©lemento  ci  n  eH^Rter,  whose 
i^nerou.-' aml^wieaat  influences  sh<WM.tn  ns  pwt 
K^worid,iK'  more-  graWtt^lly  acknowledged  than 
in  this  city  and  by  it-  couititutttd  aiitlionUe*. 

ReMfVel  That  the  mbaWtanta  of  Boston  mourn  th.^ 
rf^*f«f  fir  Itetes  M  that  of  a  Mead.  kiio«  to  them 
JSSdT  bf  hK^mkindne.3 and  llbcniWty  to  such 
Si  the  ?nnm^ MlS^  M\m  with!.,  the raich  of  In- 
?hdolKnce.but««b«.fntctor  to  th^mmumtj 
tn  the  foundation  of  a  I'nWIo  I  Arary.  whoMtewatu^^ 
in  tlie  hands  «nd  home*  of  all-while  they  "W^  b«ar 
witness  to  hi^  wiu   forecast.  hi«  disinter-^t^Ml  mnnlii 
^.nc^and  hU  p'W»i"»tloTe  of  doing  frood-wiU  here 
at^— bv  ti.e  large  aud  constant  incr^«e  tor 
hM  provided  Md  t.y  the  wWeBta|beoem.-. 
'^  to  loilow  It-keen  hi'  name  ana  vlrt«ea  w  ,. . . .  i .. 
rem.  m»'t:3nee  ttiTongh  oil  fhtw;' time. 

7         ^    ?  ese  proceedings  1>     ""^red  In  f^t! 

„,,.  )rdfi,  and  that  of>)  lem,  du!y 

e,'r,,  t^anexpreMlOB  o;   .  -m-ithy  o 

,v"  >,i,,to  tCe  fkmilyot  '  -•  n-d 

to  ilH    ...H,    ■■     M<^sn,.  Barinr  Broth  ■■  •   ol 

wlilch  Mr.  Bfltw  wa.«  the  seuloi  jmi  tnet,        __^^,^,„„ 
^^^..;r../  IhRt  -.certirtea.cop,  o|^b^l;g<^;2^; 

^r  a  s>mewhji 
of  the  rniiteiD- 
the  differ, -,tt  nn- 


.J-.  Bates' 
LuUbt 


^v 


rhlrteenth  Annual  Report  of  i^^.Tr"*^  o^^,';»'«  ^«J' 
He  Llhrary,  18«6.  Boaton :  J.  t.  Parwall  a  to. 
1886.    Octavo,  pji.  01- 

In  tblB  neat  psmphlot  we  have  the  Report  of 

I  one  ol  the  very  few  popular  Llbrartet  with  which 

o.ir  country  i»  bleat ;  a   Library   which   is   an 

I  honor  to  Boston,  and  a  taoaiMjBent  to  the  Execu- 

,  tive  ability  of  Mr.  Je^JjAjIghteoed  Super- 

It  19  a  free.circuUU^lW^rj,  In  Uie  midat  of 
la  great  city-a  Uhrm^if  li6,*69  volaioM; 
'  circulating  9rai«tldwIyT194.62Tlf  olumet  among 
the  homes  In  Boaton,  (exclusive  of  13,090  used 
In  the  building,)  with  the  loss  of  lew  than  a 
hundred  volumes,  during  the  past  year.  The 
average  pumber  of  volumes  loaned  in  1865. 
was  707.73  per  day  -the  largest  number  In  one 
day  was  14G4  -and  yet  it  was  done  without  coo- 
fusion,  without  any  material  Iosh,  and  wIOj  ad- 
vantage to  the  great  body  of  InhablUnts  of  the 

city.  ^      ^ 

The    claalflcttllon    of   books    calUwl  for    by 
these   free    readers  la    also    instructive  ;   and 
our     public*    Instructors     may    gather     wis- 
dom   by    perusing    It.        "Fine     Arts     and 
"  Useful  Arti,  16^  per  cent :  EuglUh  History  and 
•'  Literature,  13  :  American  History  and  Llteia- 
"  tui^,  10  :  Theology,  Ethics,  and  Education,  8i 
"Mathematical     and     Physical     i^clencM,    7J  : 
■'  French  History  and  Literature,  6  :  6Ve«A.  and 
"  Latin  ClassicM,  8 :'  etc.    When  will   our  vene 
cable  Seniors    bestow   on  the  most  Important 
branches  of  knowledge,  the  same  attention  which 
la  now  bestowed  on  the  Greek  and  Latin  Claasicsr' 
It  is  said  (p.  20)  that  "  the  collection  of  books  on 
<» American  lllatory  and  Biography  Is  very  small 
« and  very  deficient,"   yet  ten   per   cent  of  the 
books  loaned  appear  to  have  been  of  that  class 
—who  has  ever  heard  of  a  ProfeMor  of  American 
History,  In  any  of  our  (3^11eg«^? 

There  is  much  In  this  Report  which  the  TruF- 
te«  of  the  Aator  Library  may  read  with  advan- 
tage ;  and  we  trust  that  they  will  not  fail  to 
learn  from  its  teachings -the  suggestions  of  the 
Examining  Committee,  at,  Boston,  concerning 
tho  qualiflcatlons  for  t^penon  to  whom  visitors 
shall  apply  for  inform^JM.j'p.  80)  fpr  Instance, 
afford  a  subject  for  thei«^»jijitIon  which  Is 
peculiarly  imporUSllMpWnlnistraaon  of 
the  library  in  La  Fayet^xm^P'*    -».#:,< 


'A^f 


> 


V  //-'V  .'///vA^t 


/ 


\>^.;^/.' 


GoRRRCTioN.— Mr.  J?(/*<or  .-—In  consequence  ol 
interliiieationB  in  nay  iranuscript  whi«h  were 
probably  ditficuU  for  the  compop^tor  to  Irace,  ami 
which  I  admit  to  be  mv  fault,  there  js  a  coulubioii 
iu  Bome  passages,  particularly  in  the  third  para- 
graph. 
-  It  shcnld  read :  .  ,        i 

"  We  Americans  are  a  ruined  people  unleBswe 
can  be  s»vcd  by  Education  or  iiE-KuucixioM.  1 
do  not  mean  euch  education  as  commonly  pre- 
vails I  make  issue  with  the  common  system*  ol 
education  on  two  accounts  :  first,  for  their  cruelty 
to  children,  and  secondly,  on  account  of  their  in- 
efficiency or. imbecility." 

By  the  insertion  of  this  correction  you  will  ranch 
o"blige  your  friend,  •'•  ^• 

ON  EDUCATION    AND  IIB-EUUCA 

TION. 

J.,X)i5«)Mr«  MivvTii  before  the  Parker  Fratervily 

in  Boston. 


This  s:ime  young  tnend  who  had  luterestec. 
mS  seU  "t   u,urs°with  such  details  was  so  /^x 
00.  to  iet  what  she  supposed  would  be  a^pe- 

\Z  education    that  ^h--;!;--^*;,  "^/a  S 

common  schools  lor  about  two  >^"'»  >^  , 

mnre   and  thou-h  she  had  always  be^i    "»e  very 


obliged  to  leave  school. 
i<lly°and  we  askeil  he 
cause  lor  so  sudden  a 
ghe  could   not  say 
never  fell  well  sii 


th 


ran  down  very  rap- 
rr...e  could  imagine  anv 
ttack''    whtm   she   saul, 
,ui  certainty,    but  she    had 
.1,  she  had  sat  oppoHte  a  brok- 
en sqnan.o,  gl^sjn  the  ^hool    ^^^^^J^ 

['''  i!;:^;^K  er^ou        :;;e/£^them  p,U  on  I 
tosrothei,  Ufet«acnLrwu  K(,o„traryto  f/isci- 

^  f"  ^5l>X"cSri  a'l rnplaSa  o/.hi.  open ' 

•    '    .nnk  a  U  Iv' lown  ami  JieaaboulWoyoar. 
Vigor,  sunK  lapiuiy  ««"  helieve)    occa-| 

ago,  'ui  quick  con.ump Uon^  ^^  and  suddU  con- 
»ioned  by  <;xposu  e  t";';^^,"/..  ,^^.  ^^  the  disci- 
trasts  ol  boat  -'^  -^»^^;.;^^^^^^  Athens   of 


mi 


rcircl 


,Uava,on.o,::;r,;ro,;:r,!^,  n„.U-,a,,„  -L;it^;;K"ra\ «::,..  ..a.  a,,   .no. 
t'rlruT  a  t:« '^at'jf  ^.X^^^'^'k^-^^r^'^tl^'^'lt^  ■■  ...o.  ...  r,U.e   Mao- 


believing  that  here,    if  anywhere,  amonj 


tanam  •  beiievil  ii  iiiiii.  uciD,     »■    ""J  ■■----    I .    .   .    - 

tW  who  have  habitually  sat  ur.der  the  m.nlstra 

t^it^rSlr    Parker,  I  should  liod  that   attention 

and  a^H^cciatiV".v^l''-l^  1  ^^^^^  -^^^^^'  '''   ^'^^'^   "' ,  on  the  benches  and  loia  our^..»^-  ^-^ifuNiot  last 

promfjluous  audiences  .     er  this  way  ;  and  when     ^" J^  ^^        ^j  V,  ^..d 

'  Oppo.tunit.es  like  th  .,   are   -re;  -d   "J^^.j  summer  the_ sweat  .ould^^^^^^  j.^^^^^^^^^. 


teacher  with  a  stiek  *"^"';J"T¥^whRtt  " 

:;i'it''^^':ra;i'a;;;:;rTir^a.M 

„.,  al'e  .«uch..a,:a  fold  ou,  a„„.  ac.o   >.ch 


Ooooitunuies  iiKu  wiii.-i    -t^    j    - 

may  te  my  only  one,  and  as  events  press  upon 
and  artoid  but  little  time  tor  words,  I  beg  >ou  to 
:.!:;!  me  for  comin  atonce  to  ^be  .u bounce  ol 
what  I  would  say,  m  language  which  while 
cuardin-  against  being  unnecessarily  offe-mve 
^Tpietenrour  present  condition  in   a  light  not 

very  liatte|u.g..    ,_^     ^^j  _^^;,..„y  ,^^^^,  /,f 


'The  ^/rand  secret   of  Education  is  to  mike  the 
lenrZfeel  an  interest   .»   the  //..g  ^obe^^^e^L 
The  tourulers  ol  the  prevailing  systems  "«  k.    vv 
ingany  other  way  of  interestnig  childre.    i.:  their 


summer  the  «^^«^\^,'^";"u:"  u  and  little  \Mary 

''°^o':'he7pW  if  the  ba^baH.™  of  *e«  .,- 
terns  I  witncMed  mj'self  last  summer  in  the  office 
of  a  friend  in  this  city.  u«vpr 

A  man  and  two  women  came  to  »*•«  ^;^J>*' 
abeot  two  of  their  children  who  bad  been  taken 
up  by  the  police  as  truants  j  and  •»!'""»»  beloe 
the  parents  learned  the  t.ct  ^bey  were  already 
sentenced  to  a  prison  in  Boston  ha.bor,  and  w^e 
to  be  earned  there  in  three  hours  !  I  o  look  upo^ 
the  sUent  struggle  goinir  on  in  ^bj'brea.ts  o   theso 

l--'^^-•^^-•ri-.^'^f;J..T^:h  t^r.f  rthe 


yer  said  he  might  «et    then.  w.U.  ,  ^f-  ^X" 


Boifico.'.ceit,    andAhe  "lb.*    destroying   all   .elt 
respect,  both  of  which  may  be  equally  lat.l  in  af 

"^l  li^Je  never  been  more  horrified  by  the  reci- 
tal ot  the  tortures  m  the  inquisition  'banlWM 
at  the  numerous  details  ol  >^onie  oi  our  Ma>^- 
chusetls  common  school.,  g.ven  me  by  a  you,^ 
frl.M.a  am.ut  12  years  old,  who  had  wltiics^ed  all 
she  .ela^d  am  she  detailed  the  particulars  w.th 
»ne.Liaw5u,  ...,i.,„««     that  detied   all 


writ, 
lars! 


id  he  iTiiL'ht  get    inem  wim  « /»»./rui"  ......— 

How  much  then  will  .t  cost  ^     Thuty  Jol- 

lias!  said  I  to  myself    where  are  these  poor  af 

nicted  people   to  get  ^buty  do  arsi     But   thej 

went  out  and  soon    reto,-ne<l   f  ^-aw"      ^1 

trembl.ng,  with  thirty  do  lars  :  but  ^heUwye  ,  tor 

—  reason..  Tn-Uy  c.iuludea  no    to  a^ 


a   sjinplo,   Btiaight-lorWMUness  .he  verv  pictures  of  despair, 

doubt  a.s  u.  ti.eir  trulhtnh.css.  Mw vS »  1  ..xrHimed   is  •'t   possible   that   the 

She  .aid,  "  Tbere  was  little  Johnny    N-— -  My  ^'^J^^J  .^™  -.^^^       Ulfe  Athens   of  Amen- 

thek'ache;  shut  him  p,  i.l  the  black  cloH-t  where  .g.^rn^^'.^L^.^^^.^f.^l'^^tlh  as  to  rui 
hoWasatra.d   that  ghost 


n  the  black  clowt  where    ignorance  and  brutality  oi   "^^^^  ^ 

but  he  never  seenied  to  have  his i^^ghtm.nd  after-   attendance  1  American   idea,  or 

wards      ll.s  lather  came  to  see  the  teacher  about        What  may    be  ca  ec  *  j              ^^d  with  the 

rSLt  I  don't  know  what  she  tohl  him    but  John-l  pn-'-P  -  b-r«^-j       \^  We   m.i.l 

„;  died  in  about  two  or  three    weeks   aflerwards,    «enera  ,o     thpt  has   us    p  ^„i,,,,^i   ,a^ 

i^dwe  all   thought  that  he   was  frightened   to    -'»^»  ^; ^^^J^l'Sm^.  to  sOiihd  common 

"''^th."  ,  ,1       ^^„^  ^,^,    IL'^  it  w^  wuBld  .^ve  ourselves  trom  destruc 

This  is  only  one  specimen    of  the  many  caw.s    nense,  It  ^  Y^°'      .       ^         ^e  ask,    how    can 
.iH,      U  ted  to  me  ol  equal  inhuman.tv  .         tu.n  a.  a  P»^°Pb'     -^^^^^.^b*.    '  r^^  ^^^^ 

'she  related  many    i'^^^^-'T  "^w^'^f  k     th;r  '  '^l'^  ^t>f •' a^^^^  »'"^^   ■"'^'"''"   •^^"• 

bastinadoed  on  the  :iand   with  a    flat    stick,    ^ba     .rf.icat.on     and  th,^^^^^^^  ^^^^,  ^^,,y 

rrned  blood  blisters  every  stroke,  and  .1  the  poor    n^^n%^^n^i^^^^'''''\''l^^^^  raom 

^^;tmed  vietnns  withdrew  their    hand,  Jo^_shnn    cleme..,._now^o.,ly  parUnlM-Jj^^^ 


the  blow,  or  luvuluntarily    doubled  up    their  fin 
g  ,rs  the)'  had  to  endure  two  blows  .n.tead  ol  one 

futle  Sirah  S ,  said  she,  once    saul    to     he 

mi«t,ess   "  O  :  O  !  O  !  Miss  B ,   my  hand  .^ 

"osL  e-U  smart,  so,  I  cannot  bear  another  blow 

!!lbT.t^he  was  obU^r^a  to  take    it.     Poor  Sarah, 

^,t.ed  her  so,  1  could  not  help  cry.ng/or  her.. 


'"wUh  regard  to  imbecility,  ag.iculture  one  of 
the  'reat  pillars  of  our  civ.lijtation,  has  only  ]Ust 
tI:^urt;Cintroducednsan   element   of  educa- 

\  tiun. 


.il*'.'S«MW?.A>l!* 


■■.»?  ..••.;. 


The  work  was  published  m  Boston  »"  If  ^^^^^ 

the  people  of  Bontou  "^' ^W'^  ^"Vctov  wa. 
Die  kiiovv  any  tliia-  of  its  ex^nce.     A  Qopy  was 
feft'r  the  counters  of  twu  Uitferent  mu..c  dea- 
lt and   P"b.i.hers  by  the  author     u^^^^^t^^^^^^^ 
cism  — several  months  alter,  tailing  «•"  >     ,  , 

St,  he  louud  th.    buok»  pul  out  o    s^i^ 

.elicited  aol ;.  .i.-s'"  ■^'"''^  f  'T^  iVt.  wav  i"o 

'  tablishrae.U  ;  bul  the  work  w.ll  h,.a  .l»  *•»>  '';'j 

nnr.ievrciv  lizulioii,  and   "nee   having  alttdoleu 

"pubUc  nu'ice  will  l-e'rhap.  perlerm  the  ...u«.o..  .- 

'"olti'-ThiraUo  in  Oratory,  the  great  ob- 
iea  ^e."  s  to  be  to  produce  an  eie.tement  by 
SL^nrper»onal  dispW  rather  than  .o.n,^  a 

r,^:i:^.^:^i"dnhe"nSi--«^^^^^ 

[ftXZ  °A  very  neat  oom.nen.  was  macl«  • 
lew  day.  ago  by  an  ""'I- "  ,X' "  .hi  .."e^.in" 
trZ'"^  He'iid     "  We  ir^qiite  .sl'«bed  by 

te»  long  ago.'l  ttthick  or  Moral  Phil- 

PoLiTicAL  Economy  and  Ethich  orixioR* 
osoPHV.  are  so  i"ti.nately  b  e.uiedd  s^  l^ 
ihrtin  under  the  one  head;  that  oi  p«ii"««' 

°Sfute  laws,  of  logu^lature.,  ul  court.  J"^IJ^^  ^^^ 

;;;raTwl'':;rthegUtpr^^^^^^^ 

"'Tn  cL^^''!^n  this  occasion,  1  can  offer  but  very 
Ol  cour*e,  on  «u  >         subjects,  either 

tew  words  on  each  ot  these  fc,'«*'»    .iutxJt  ior  a 

u„e   of  which   would  alTurd  ample  matter  lor  a 

whole  discourse  or  a  volume. 

With    regard    to   governments,  the  wofia  was 

.Jert  un'^ttled  wfth  regard  to  the  true  o^bes 

form  of  «-e-T"J,:^;'\:^;,Ud"ai  'despotc  or 


lui  everj  omc-i  »"••" • 

and    now  I  hear  every  week    mo  e 


'  ?;'e;:i'„t;"".;a.r  the'p^eic-  bcHor^r.™   |he  v«y 

H»«v^-*<  -t»«nW  the  Pul.t.c8l  bk^nnomy    taught 
♦  L  has  iaileU  to  produce  a  guverummit 

;;;r'h^a:t:;n:;:r';;;ogreLtobje<^^rofes^^ 

■        I'ta*  hv  all  irovernments,  which  i»  the  sttu 
wi:Jl(tH,uld   pieseul  U  here,  but  lull»|J(iWU" 

™».;ltn^'u;:t:rr;hi!,e^'r,b;i'l';j„orpro.pee. 

odr^rni;  human  a.la.r.  re.eUUMl  or  harmourzed 
bv  statute  or  man  ma<lo  laws. 
^VVith  re-ard  to  uur  military  discipline  and  the 
rules  which  govern  its  movement.,  they  are  mo.t- 
V  t^ere  copies  oi  the  crudest  barbarian  prece- 
dlnTand'etwe  are,  every  day,  approac  J'^^ 
rea^'i  and  nearer  a  military  ^"vernmeut  with  all 

Bervatvo  «'  ^""/^^^^^^  aUo  dt-l^r  entering  upon 
'^""j"  This  a  d'a  true  form  of  government  would 
""  ■.  .  .  vii  1  fp-ituren  in  tfie  new  Political  I-^coa- 
r;rr;i:ie'l:tri^eeducat..>n  contemplated. 


With  regard  to  the  philosophy  ol  inoney   it  was 
sl-iWd   n  a^iewspaper;  not  long  ago,  that  the  woi  d 
hii  never  produced  a  man  who  understood  or  could 
etZZ    philosophy  of  money  ;  ami    judging 
ht  what  we  have  seen,  we  can  scarce  y  deny  that 
assertion        What   has  been  called  educat«,n  hafi 
cerUiTy  scarcely  ever  touched  upon  the  subjec  , 
aUhmi.  h  there  is  not  in  the  whole  range  ot  civ, l- 
Le    I  re  an  element  of  more  practical  '-P"'^^»«^« 
ti  us       The  circulating  medium  has  been  aptly. 
caUed  the  life-blood    of  society;  but  those  who 
<.o  trol  it,  seem  to  be  as  ignorant  ot  its  true    unc- 
Uo    :^hedo<,torswereolthecirculatm^^^^^^ 
t^loodbeiore   the    time  ot  "-->  .      Yet  the^.u^e 

tunction   aiicl  for^^^^^^^ 

Si'l'l  be  ar  behind  the  knowledge  of  ehiUI.er,  »hen, 

S^fe:^Xe=ii^q^ 

,^:^n.n^ee'  is  continuous,  eonstaully  acti.e,  alTeu  ■ 
ii,re,ery  person  and  purse   every   day  and   wU 

!^i-'cHy"orrl^:rt\,lr^^Uh.UbrcUgh 
»11  the  a^e.  hat  com.neree  ha.  existed  between 

"'Burthe'S "wMch  harbeen  too  readily  adop.- 

i',^;rn«flectrruut  bro„«ht   to  bear 

u^n  it,  my  conclusions  must  appear  to   you  like 

t^lTildeBt  vagaries.  .      «,;,.^. 

1^^  idea  which  standsin  the  P\a''«  ^^  »  J?";***" 

I  n|e  ii,  that    '  tlu  pnu  of  a  thing  shoM  U  wha     H 

^llb^me  "  or  that  -  the  price  of  a  thing  should  be 

\  t!ieme7and  UmUed  by  th/dema..d  f^  U,"  (or,  thk 

'^ir  M.  C:.:u:l  bemg  caUed  a.  a  witness^be- 
fore  a  Congressional  Committee   to   investigate   a 
Zgeol^^rtiou  against  the  .««>venunent    has 
.tatJ"!  this  idea  in  so  simple  and    practical  a  form 
tkat  I  willKiv^  hisown    words.     He    saui,       ii    » 
houiht  the   Government   wanted    the  proper  y, 
and  must  have  it.  and  could  not  possibly  do  with- 
out U    if  I  had  given  only  hfteen  dollars  lor  »t,    I 
wouUl  a  k  two  hundred  and  tifty  thousand  for  it, 
Tr  a«  much  mo:e  as  I  could  get      1  would  ake  ad- 
mntage  of  the  necessities  ol  the  Government  jus   as 
Twould  of  the  neusutus  of  a  pnvute  individual  m 
any  hiuiruss  transaction:'  i  ^u;«     -.i   U 

This  statement  IS  very  simple  and  plam  ,  it  i« 
0«iiMt.s.itiHS  of  the  receiver  not  the  cost  to 
SKSer,  that  according  te  this  idea   limits  and 

^res'pnces.  All  the  ^^P--^'-'^'* ^.^J"^' 
cmL  provisions,  gro,*.r.es,  lands  7«7 thing,  are 
nwJe   upon    this  basis.     It  coal    deale«  can    so 


iom  this 

ts  the 

reeze, 

tfdance 


lll»«C     upwu      "•—     — "— -  ,•  f 

manage  as  to  cut  otT  all  supplies  ol 

Cit/and  then  charge  the  treeZmg  ml 

iMi  dollar  they  have  to  give  rather 

Ow  transaction  would   bo    stiictly   U 

wilb  this  so-called  principle  ol  tf»*d<^^ 

^his  is  precisely  what  is  said  to  l^lng  ^n  m 

^mond      They  call  it  famine.      It  may   be  so 

Stedbut  it  is  produced  by  the  speculators,  and 

SEer  they  nor  the    sufTerer.   know    the  root  jH 

iKiU.    ilav.ng  no  knowledge  ot  any  pr.nmp le 

fS\he  regulatioh  of  ^.cen     thev    f«■»^  :»';'^;,° 

siliiinu  at   the    rapacity   of    tfa^f', ^^'^y,'*""^ 

XL  it  the  rights r.f  property,  ^''^  ^he  evl   -no^ 

tdhble  than  War  itseW,  '^'^^'''\T      •^JZlld 
SThoues  of  human  nature  would  nnk  low  indeed 
aJhough     hat  speculators  are  reallv  conM^iou. 
omeatr'ocity  of  t\.e  rule  upon    whi.4  the      for^ 
twtfS,  as  they  call  them,  are  made  ,  «o^  ^  "  "'* 
Mt  -^ucre  Jul  .iH-.uiatur  who  car.  "f  ^^J^^e  most 
nmMMty  and  distress,  and  extort  the  most  from  «. 
Tuonose  the  postkge  m  letters  were  not  set  till 
thf  Xrnrl.r^uullascertain  the  necessit.e^  or 
a»:*ieties  or   distress  of  the  receivers  of  letters 
i«5  charged  the  rich  man  a  thousand  dollar,  for  a 
r.^r  frcfn  his  sick  daughter,  and  the  poor  widow 
^last  cent  lor  a  letter  Uom  h»r  absent  woun.led 
ifi.     This  would  be  exactly  ii  accordance    wMth 
Snile  that  th^  price  ot  a  thing  should   be   what 
^;     brin}     Suppose  that  pa^nger.in  the  cars 


ovepbridges  were  interrogated  as  to  how  much 


would  pay  rather  than  not  be   allotved  to 

f!     Why  is  this  not  done  1     Aie  theee  prefer* 
^ceptious  to  the  rule  1  ol  course,  then  the  rule 
Ue  as  a  pritunple,  for  a  principle,  to  ijerelia- 
bVe,  must  have  no  exceptions. 

'i'lme  will  not  allow  me  to  give    the  multitude 
of  illustrations  that  crowd  upon  yie,  and  it  may 
b«  sufficient  to  state  that  contrary  to    the  teach- 
ings of  the  political  economists   and  contrary    to 
tli#  whole  spirit  of  speculation,   1  challenge  this 
idila  of  settingHhe  price  of  a  thin^according    to 
thi  demand  for  it.    i  a^ert  it  to  ^»e  not  only  iai« 
it^ruiciplo,  but  I  charge  it  with  being    the    rocl 
ofthe  general  confusion  of  society— the  origin  of 
rich  and  poor— the  cause   of  the  degradation   of 
lahbr,  and  the  consequent  shunning  of  the  useful 
pursuits  by  all  who  have  the  power    to  shift  their 
burthens  upon    the    weak   and   defenceless    and 
which  itself  gives  rise  to  all  systems  of  slavery 
uuder  the  sun.     That  so  far  as  slavery  is  S^^ui-e 
of  this  frightful  war  of  ours,    that   rule   atw  the 
abettors  of  it  are  respoh.-ible  for  it  and  for  all  oth- 
er wars,  such  as  our  last  war  with   Great  Britain, 
the  Mexican  war,  England's  late  war  witli  Cfiina 
and  with  India,   and    every  other   war   that  has 
arisen  on  account  ol  trade  or    of  the   attempt  ol 
some  to  live  oh  the  labor  of  others   without   giv- 
ing compensation.     1  can  do  no  justice  to  the  im- 
mefise  magnitude  of  this   subject  here   to-night, 
nor  scarcely   in  a  whole  evening.     A  volume    is 
published,  entitled  "  True  Civilization,"  to  which 
I  wbuld  refer  those  who  are  willing  to  examine   a 
subject  of  greater  magnitude  than  any  words  of 
mine  can  now  portray.  ^ 

I  will  only  add  now,  that   the   political   econo-         

mies  read  in  our  colleges,  not  only  do  not  give  the    trombones,  bassoon,  French  horn,  d'rums,    guitar] 


We  are  a  superficial  people — the  present  and 
immediatd  interests  and  passions  catch  only  the 
externals  of  the  words  and  ttiings  that  surround 
us,  and  we  do  uot  wait  nor  labor  to  penetrate 
them  and  reach  their  spirit,  an^  eighteen  hun> 
dred  years  of  preaching  has  not  yet  taught  even 
Christendom  that  "  the  letter  kiUethbut  the  spirit 
maketh  alive." 

We  require  more  leisure  than  the  ferocious 
competitions  of  business  allow  to  us,  before  we 
can  enter  into  the  spirit  of  any  tlfing  but  that  of 
money  making.  Chiidien  and  those  out  of  em* 
pl^'inent  may  find  the  leisure  required.  An  en- 
terprise iti  on  loot  for  the  resu^citatiori  of  what  may 
be  tefmed  the  American  ideas  or  pnnciplee;  and 
for  so  fixing  them  in  the  minds  and  habits  of  the 
young,  that  they  shall  become  as  they  were  orig- 
inally intended  to  be,  a  permanent  legacy  to 
mankind  :  and  for  so  educating  and  training  the 
young  that  they  shall  in  after  life  be  qualified    by 

fiabit  to  SUSTAIN  and  PRlr:Sli:RV£  THEMSKLVtS  IN  AMT 
SITUATION     WITHOUT     DI8TURBINU      OR      VOltHi     VIO- 

L£I4C£  TO  OTHKR  FJcopLK,  which  is  coi'ceivcd  to 
be  the  great  end  and  aim  of  all  legitimate  educa- 
tion. Tools,  implements  and  teachers  are,  to  a 
large  extent,  ready  for  the  work,  and  with  a  little 
assistance,  say  two  thousand  dollars,  we  could  be 
able,  in  four  or  five  weekri,  to  teach  the  forging, 
filing  and  turning  of  iron,  the  use  of  carpontora' 
and  cabinet  makecs'  tools,  brick  laying,  stone  lay- 
ing, lathing  and  plastering,  cistern  building,  brick 
making,  shoe  and  boot  making,  painting  and 
glazing,  house  and  boat  building,  printing,  type* 
setting,  stereotyping,  proof  reading,  reading, 
penmanship,  grammarj  dancing,  vocal  music,  the 
violin,  viohncello,  claiioiiette,  Hute,   saxe   horns, 


ethics  of  trade  or  exchange,  but  they  furnish  a 
formula  that  ore  than  all^other  causes  put  to- 
gether deranges  the  affairs  of  mankind,  and 
makes  a  mere  chaos  of  sutfcring  and  strife  of 
what  would  otherwiio  be  society. 

Tiiere  is  a  principle  in  Nature  which  is  appli- 
cable every  where,  ill  all  cahcs,  which  ua^iUc- 
cessfully  confront  this  most  dicastrons  eeror,'  and 
in  time  bring  order  and  peace  and  plenty  out  .of 
the  paiKlemonium  now  called  civili^^ationnJM  thia 
principle  is  understood,  it  will  constiti^ta  «  new 
element  in  public  education  or  re-education. 

Moral  Philosophy,  or  that  department*  of  po- 
litical economy  which  should  have  been  explored 
and  understood  prior  to  the  enactment  ofi^>^| 
or  rules,  seems  never  to  have  been  exploftil  •!. 
to  any  purpose.  It  seems  not  to  be  practii 
admitted  by  any  one  of  our  public  fnnctiona 
that  opinions  and  preferences  areas  involunta 
formed  in  us,  as  the  blood  that  circulates  =" 


m 


veins 


1  and  that  if  wrong,  we  are  entitled   to   all 


piano  forte,  extempore  accompamment  and  miuu- 
cal  compositiuo. 

Geometry,  arithmetic,  elementary  drawing, 
public  speaking,  and  how  to  get  up  and  conduct 
poL'lic  meetings  with  true  order  or  without  confu- 
sion. 

Domestic  economy  and  the  ownership  and  man- 
agement  of  property.  Contracts — how  to  make 
them,  and  how  to  compensate  for  their  non-fulfill- 
ment. *  The  nature  and  infinite  imp(jrtunce  of 
imlividuat  responsibility  as  a  regulator  and  conser- 
vator  of  KOi'iety 

'echnic  Practical  Collkom, 
young  ana  oia  wni  be  invited  to  come  and  make 
k\own  whate>€r  they  may  want;  whether  it  be 
a  I 

or  a^t^fsonai  accomplishment;  and   the  endeaTor 
wilTDeSt)  adapt  the  supply  to  the  deraar  d. 

coiiomy,  or  the  philosophy  of  goyern- 
ments,  of  laN«;^  ol  legislatures,  ol  courts,  M  po- 
lice and  mililary,Jorce  and  its  true  funcUoii ;  of 
money  and  its  tru&^^rm,  function,  and  legitimate 
use  :  of  regulated  coimReice,  of  LiBEimr  and  its 
necessary  and  legitimateSiimits^-afTd  above  all, 
that  tw4<sjpcn«i6/e  JUSTICE,  nScconstant  and 
c red  regard  to  the 
pwpittty,  regai  " 


tion,  atii 


5ut  wl 


society  wi 


rsotiB  and  all 

race   or  na- 

continue  io 


practieable  forbearance;  but  instead  of  this,  there, 
seems  generally  not  to  be  the  least  toleretion  for 
any  difference  of  political  opinion  or  preferences, 
and  a  ferocious  spirit  of  intolerance  seems  to  say  to 
aM,  '^IVhoever  is  of  our  party  let  him  live,  but  who- 
ever (lares  to  pursue  happiness  in  any  other  path 
Aan  in  that  which  we  point  out,  let  Aim  be 
hung  or  shot."  -    ,    •         j 

Th%  American  Declaration  o^  Independence 
has  been  read  at  least  once  a  year  to  all   the  peo- ; 
pie  oFAmeiica  for  87  years  to  but  very   lUtle 

purpose.     What    m   the    explanation    of    Ihisi 
t      i  tbink  it  is  explained   by   our   superficiality. 

We  may  fairly  be  characterized  as  a  su^rficial 

people— with  plenty  of  fine  houses,  finq^|Mhgs, 

and  clean  face**,  but  nothing  to   boast  ^'vv'ithin. 

We  do  not  penetrate  the  external  to  the  spirit   of 

words  or  ot  things.  That  all  men  are  born  tree  and 

equal  has  not   meant  anything   in    particular    to 

scarcely  any  men  from  whom  we  should  look    for 

thf  soundest  conclusions;  and  that   all   men   are 

endowed  with  certain  inalienable    rights   has   »«-    ,        .  -  „.    -  . 

suited  in  an  announcement  by  the  highest   tribe-    each  other's  wants  and  exchange  producte  or  mr 

nal  in  the  land  to  mean  that  "colored  ones  hafUfio    vices  with  each  other       ^  his  will    introduce   the 

rights  that  white  ones  are  bound  to  respect,'  and    princip  e  for  the   equitable   adiustmont  ol  pnoe. 

this  is  the  progress   that  has  been   made    io    87    iu^t  alluded    to,    (the    prmc.ple   ol  equiva  cnts.) 

years  in  the  iifterprelation  of  the   great   chart  of  *nd  which,  together  with  the  great  principle  ein- 

American  institutions;  the  next  version #ight be  |odied   in  the  Declaration  of  »"'»«P«[^'««»:«.  ^ 

expected  to  be-Allmenarebom  free  aM  equal;  Inaugurate  a  ju.tifce  m,  sublime  and  bet«t.fuI-so 

td,fore  black  ones  are  6om  slaves  ^  «•»   «>f  grand    so^ns  ol     he    world's   greatest 

There  is  no   shorter  road  to  ruin  for  any  people  ,pi«blenis,  that  if  »does   not  suudenly  captivate 

than  to  deny  to  any  portion  of  mankind  the  rights    mankind,  no  eye  can 

which  that  people  claim  for  themselves. 


be  oimv)>MSd  and  desolated  b^    altei;pate  anarchy 
anii-^tespotism  to  the  end  of  time. 

e  enterprise  will  be  commenced  wbetherany 
aid  is  obtained  or  not;  but  it  may  be  obliged  to 
proceed  in  silence  and  obscurity,  in  struggle  and 
privation  that  may  ultimately  difH}oura>fe  and  de- 
feat it  ;  but  with  a  little  aid  from  those  who  havfe 
an  abundance  to  spare,  it  could  very  soon  become 
an  immense  public  benefit  in  all  directions. 

The  first  object  will  be  to  enable  the  students 
to  sustain  themselves  by  their  own  labor  and  man- 
age their  own  business  ;  but  this  is  impracticable 
while  their  products  are  sold  lu  the  common 
market  in  competition  with  larger  producers;  but 
it  is  practicable  to  the  extent  that  tftey  can  supply 


witne.<«s  its  workings  with 
Jndift'rei'ice,  nor  openly  wish  it  anything  but  on- 
;i>bs%uclfed  prosperity. 
f  ^  B. — CommnnioRtions  on  this  subject  mav 
>be  addressed  to  Josiah  WAaaEa,  Polytei^imc  Cm- 
legee,  No.  3  Treroont  Row,  Boston,  Mi 
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Saourity  of  Freadosa,  and  should  bo  main- 
tft\tied  M  the  Mgi^ot  oar  National  Weal. 
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PfBUC  LiMHAHiEii. — Tb'.re  ar*.  1A4  pablic| 
I !ibr«ricHin  the  etiuntry,  which  number  not| 
I  le>>i  thAp  10,000  bound  voliuMgyeObh..;  The 
'  ait^regate  uf  th«  whole  im  2,403,777.  ()<jM|f«» 
Iihrariei4  only  8.  with  an  a^^i^reghtt;  of  159,000 
I  *i>luii»e«,  are  in  territory  now  under  reb«l  ton- 
!  trol,  '1  he  largest  ptiblic  iitKHry  in  the  roun. 
I  try  i«  t)*«t.  l>f  Harvajd  U<'iver:»i(,y,    «  itli     140.- 

000  volumte.  The  A.t»t<Mr  Library  lins  120,000 
The  lioMton  public  library,  the  yount^t's'  on 
litt,  rankn  third,  having  110.583  volumes. 
Yale  CiiUtKC  has  42.000.  Brown  Univemity 
(iinp  nf  the  choicest  libraries  of  the  counfr>) 
31000  D.rtinouth  foUe^e  15  679  The 
T'ortsinouth  Athenaeum,  es-tabli.-^htd  in  1817, 
close*  the  list  vkirh  10  000  volunu  s.  MaHt-n- 
chusetts  h««  20  librarir".  or  nearly  one  fitth  of 
the  entire  lint,  and  614  415  volume* — four 
times  a'*  many  as  the  wholf  S  lutbern  Con  fed- 
eracy.  Ntw  York  ban  16  libraries  with  488,- 
838  vojumen.  Calif(nn;a,  Micbi;?an  Teone'*- 
st-e,  (Ji'or^ta  and  Vermont  rank  bt-low  New 
HHni|i«hlfe.  According  to  the  latcft  returns, 
(ireat  ijrirain  has  only  4^jibranf8  wimb  tx- 
ceed  10  000    tolunieH,  h^T  France    only    38. 

I  It  is  tMiniated  that  all  lhi>  public    and  iduca- 

1  tinnallibrarieH  of  the  United    States    contain 
I  1,250,000  Volumes. 


eXJPPLEMEIsrtr 


^M»$L  BOSTOlTi 


The  Greot  Free  lilbrary-TIie  Prtde 
and  Glory  of  Boatua— Some  Inter^at- 
ln2  Poctta  OoncernlQB  It— Thoodoro 
JParlc«r>a  Library. 


Ccrrespondcnce  of  th  i  AdTerllser  aad  Tribnta. ' 

BosTox,  Mass.,  May  Ifl,  1868. 

1  litv6  just  Tlslted   the    noble  bulldititr  In 

which  Is  li: ;  "  Free  Public  Library  ''—the  just 

{•rldeof  the  city.  In  which,  aa  yet,  it  Blands 

nnrlTalled.    lie  front  ia  brick,  made  iuipoitlDtf 

by  taelDK^  of  miBsive  brown  Btone,  and  the 

rottBtarches  ot  Us  Krcat  windows,  and  broad 

!^<M»rfrey,    finished  with  the  aimo   matpnal. 

Ltt  ttl   stop  on  the  stflps  and  tarn  to  look 

nwfhw.ird  over  Boston  Comipon.     Beautiful 

indeed,  on  this  bright  Mayday!    Fifty  acres 

ot  green  gra?s,   totlntalns,  broad   walks,  be- 

neatlkthc  grratefn)   abado  oi    elms  and  oaks; 

8pfMk)ln^   up  towatd  the   State   BoMe,  the 

<fT«*- dome  of  which  stands  oat  beyond  the 

trs  3.      It  18  alive  with   people,  walkloff  and 

aittiai{  on  benches  in  the  shade;  and  on  either 

aide  are  the  fine  bouses  ot  the  old  Bostonlana, 

with  the  croifded  city  beyond. 


Tarnlnir  ag^Io,  we  pa^a  into  the  eittflBee. 
Goln;;  bttttvcn  the  a|»acioas  stairways  leading' 
to  the  u'^per  hall,  a    lar^e    ruom  with 
Buate  and  tablet,  and  a  loo^  uwk.  and  9 
for  the  Libriri.«n,   la  rsicog^     AU  tf 
Tbc  door*  a.c  taattcd,  and  people  alt 
•tthclreaso.      Behind  the  eooBtfi',  t 
open  docre,  are  bi;en  largo  rooma  ill! 
booka.    To  tho  ri'^ht  la  a  pleasant  n 
many  mii^axlQiiS  on  itd  tabiea.  ^ ,,  lien  aod  wo- 
men tit  la  eiisy  ebairs  reading.    Tf  von   wleli 
to  do  likewise,  even  if  from  a  distance,  step 
to  tbe  de-^k  and  a^k  one  of  tho  iMy  olt^rks  tor 
tha  regist^ir,  enter  your  name,  take  acaialoerue 
and  find  yoar  book;    a  inesaeager  j^oes  for  it 
uad  yon  sit  as  lon^r  as  you  wish.      Tf  a  Boato- 
nldu,   you    can     take    bomo     your     book, 
as      well      ai|,     read      here.         All      tixe 
week,    day    ^»ad     eveoinif,    eave     Sunday, 
these  K  ncrons  doora  are  op'-n.     Pass  up  the 
Btairs  aud  Irom  a  broad  atep,  we  go  up  anoth- 
er flight  t.roader  still,  and  land  In  tha  m'ddle 
of  the  upper  hall.    It  U.  92  lent  lonjf,  38  feet 
wide,    between    the  alcoves,    and   the    liuht 
comes  dowu  from  winduwa  in  it4  carved  and 
fretted  •cllinsr,  68  feet  above.      The  floor  is  of 
black nsd  white  marble.      Aronnd  thu  open 
apace  ato  90  Corinthian    pillars,   reaching  to 
the  root,  between  which  are  alcoves,  each  20 
ieet    deep,    thice  floors  in  hclfi:ht,  book  a  on 
three  sides,  open  in  front,  but  prof.ine  bands 
kept  back  by  a  railing,  and  the  upper  floors 
reached  ^y  at)lr^  tllgbta  of  iron  etalrg  lijfht 
and   grocelul."     A    marble  bust    of  Joshua 
Bates  is  over  the  librarhm's  desk;  a  beauti.'al 
statue  ot  a  •hm>htird  boy  stands  oppoaite.    I 
ask  the  pt^te librarian  the  number  of  boc^ 
and  he  PHys,   "In  tbie  Hall,    UJ342;  bclowt' 
23,. 592;   in    all,    116,934;    beside  some  31,000 
pamphlets." 

Tue  building  coat  f2<50,000,  the  eround 
$lu5.00y;  the  clly  payiuif  this,  and  rlTlng 
yearly  some  $25,000  Kir  expeuaet,  that  tut  may 
huve  free  U33  ol  this  siagniUtieDt  o^bctlotC 

A  clerk  went  up  to  show  mc  TKaddo^ 
Parker's  library,  wbich  ho  gave  to  'tba^tr, 
and  which  ia  kept  by  haalf.  There  are  12,0CH-) 
vo  umes,  mostly  in  foreign  lanicnagcs,  many 
rare  and  very  valaible.  I  saw  a  Litln  man- 
nacrlpt.  dated  a.  d.  1380,  beauulully  Ulnmlaa- 
tcd  and  primed  by  hand,  before  Faa-tt  and 
tho  magic  tvpes  "had  boin?.  Mrrf.  Purkcr 
kept  what  she  wiahod,  and  it  was  the  special 
(!»»oire  ot  iii\n  groat  man  that  the  rest  should 
b.)  where  (A«jipt>/>f«  might  reach  them. 

How  Old  this  noble  beneficence  begin? 
Jodhua  Batea;  ot  London,  ot  the  firm  of  Btr- 
intc  Brotders.  <<he  great  bardiers,  was  bom  in 
Weymmiii,  ldM«M  H^  1788.  II.j  bad  a  warm 
heart  toward  Boston,  and  in  l!i58,  oflored  to 
trive  $oO,OJOtor  a  free  library,  If  the  city 
would  luruish  tho  bulldmg.  This  was  ac- 
cepted and  tho  money  funded.  Jonathan 
Puiillps  gave  and  bequeathed  $.'}0,000.  Abbott 
LiwroBcairave  WO,0<X)  and  others  made  up 
a  luadwl  cipltal  of  {100,000.  of  which  the 
lnr«re»t  is  used.  Mr.  Bates  gave  in  addition, 
$.">O,000,  to  be  all  spent  for  bo«ta;  other** 
adilud  laneely  and  here  is  the  irraw  rcHolt 
Ttiera  are  frequent  rKIs,  and  last  yeat  6,220 
bcoki,  2,772  pamphlets,  and  i^H  maps  Were 
prosentad.  g- 

There  are  eomc  36.000  persoiia  who  »Um  the 
pimple  Bgieement  and  jrnaranty  wberebr  they 
t^'aln  the  right  to  take  nomA  book-",  rt-J  the 
daily  l«sue  or  circulation  avcra^ias  6tkj,  besides 
wbichover3()0  persona  dally  Come  to  6lt  and 
re*d  la  the  lialU.  It  is  eratbyh^  to  mark  the 
t  .uall  Joatea ;  only  400  volumes  the  past  yew:, 
aod  halt  of  these  paid  lor.  The  kinds  of 
booki  givj  some  idea  of  the  popular  taote  atid 
Wiint*.  Of  Enfellflh  hietorj-  pnd  Uleraturr  IG, 
Ai.ierican  8>^,  and  French  7\>^  per  cent. ;  u-w- 
(nl  and  Fine  Arts  12  per  cent. ;  Thaokjiry  aad 
Ethics  11  per  cc»t  ;  Natural  Hlntory  4  p.  r 
c-nt. ;  Italian  and  German  litcraturo  4>^  p  r 


ibe  (Siongvegationaliist. 
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'1  were  men  In  erarT^S^with 
out  and  parse,  with  wls^M  at)d 
h  to  emulate  this  noble  ft^evo- 
li'uhelp  that  cnltore  of  the  people 
>li  new  grace  to  life,  firmer  security 
ty,  and  uelpe  aU  to  higher  and  tmer 

*di%down  Franklin  and  Federal  street*, 
t'  •'   15k'  l<>:ig   ranges  ol  ^ranlte  stores, 

V'  !    curved  fronts,  pillar  and  comlcc 

flia-Iy  wro'i  ;ii»  into  beautiful  forms,  end  tow- 
e.'-iiiff  op  »  V  btones  at>ovethe  oavemeot — such 
sb.  ;>9  aa  the  world  does  not  elsewhere  eqaal— 
I  I'T  whero  Boston  cnU^rprise  gathers  and 
store*  Hew  Kn Lrland  mauufactarea.  Along  the 
solid  irbarret^  1  saw  ihipplng,  guided  by  skill, 
that  Mmte  and  hrtngs  aU  tM  earth  rouml. 
On  Washln<;ton  street,  the  architecture,  of 
every  style  through  a  han<^ed  years,  from  tbe 
qtiaiat  old  shop  to  the  plate  glass  aod  elqrant 
nalsh  ot  the  last  proud  wareboosA,  told  of 
growth  In  tiadeand  external  beauty,  but  this 
gieat  tree  library  stands  as  a  proot  of  broad 
wisdom  and  large  ;inmanlty,  without  which 
the  fine  gold  becomes  dross,  with  which  it 
ictiifra  Hue  lor  noble  ase,  making  life  warm  and 
rich.  G.  B.  8. 


THE  BOSTON  Sty  library. 

We  are  sorry  to  bear  that  Mr.  Jewett  *ha8  re- 
Hipned  th^'harge  ,of  Ibia  noble  institution;  and 
from  what  we  bear,  we  fear  that  his  withdrawal 
is  peremptory.  No  better  man  can  be  found  in  the 
country  for  such  a  position,  and  it  ia  a  pity  that 
be  cannpt  be  persuaded  to  become  a  permanency 
there.  Under  his  superintendence,  the  institution 
has  shot  suddenly  up  to  a  position  of  eminence 
and  u-sefulneas,  beyond  what  could  reasonably 
have  been  expected  for  years  yet  to  come  ;'  and  is 
already,  though  yet  in  its  minority,  a  credit  to  the 
city  and  the  counfry. 

It  it  is  a  settleo^iatter  that  a  change  is  to  lake 
place  in  the  headship  of  this  library,  we  trust  that 
the  trustees  .-will  favorably  consider  the  claims 
upon  the  place,  of  a  gentleman  long  connected 
vv^f  >^*0  a  a>08t  4v|iiuj|ble  asnistapl,  and,  now — 
sincef  .)anuary.^ftAW»«iiington  fn  the  library  o( 
Congress.  We  reier  to  Rev.  Frederic  Vinton. 
Mr.  Vinton  is  a  gradoato  with  distinction  of  Am- 
herst and  Andover,  and  has  been  (or  years  im- 
mersed in  those  studies  and  practical  labors  which 
have  jireparcd  him  especially  for  sw'h  a  post  aa 
this.  Ho  has  been,  for  many  years,  also,  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Jewett  in  the  care— it  might,  in- 
deed, be  said,  in  the  construction — of  this  library  ; 
is  thoroughly  familiar  with  it,  its  local  peculiarities, 
its  apecifio  duties,  needs  and  processes,  it^^cata- 
loguea — unlike  all  others — ani  is,  in  short,  it 
seems  to  us,  admirably  fitted  tOiXsaumeand -c^rry 
creditably  forward  the  work  which  Mr.  Jewett 
laye  down — \i  ho  does  so.  We  only  add  that  he 
is  a  Boston  boy  ;  and  it  is  rather  a  favorite  idea 
with  us  to  favor  bo'mc  talent,  when  fairly  deserv- 
ing of  advancement  in  preference  to  all  others. 
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^ly  the  tax  lUti  which  haTo  been  made  public, 
and  by  many  other  infallible  sigot.  it  i«  clear,  that, 
howerer  it  may  be  in  the  general  averajje.   there 
has  been  large,  even  immense  addition  to  iadirid- 
ual  wealth  ia  this  community.     The  query  rises 
in  thoughtful  minds,  and  the  wonder  we  daresay 
occurs  to  miny,  into  what  so   much  surplus  and 
accumulating  wealth  will  go,    and  deposit  itself. 
Some  of  it,  if  utter  selfishness  does  not  rule  to 
ruin,  moat  eo  into  some  form  of  public  improre- 
meDt     Much  of  it  will  be  ome  indirectly  a  pub- 
lic benefit  in  its  more  private  uses,  as  it  adorns  the 
city  with  finer  architecture,  and  beautiful  gardens. 
The  city  and  the  State  will  ux  it  tor  streeu  and 
roads  and  buildings  and  aqueducts  suitable  to  our 
advancing  civiliaaiion.     But  some  of  it  must  be 
used  and  ought  to  be,  for  the  sake  of  its  posses- 
■ors  even,  and  much  more  for  reasons  of  public 
and  general  advantage,  for  works  of  common 
benefit.    An  elegant  and  a  durable  memorial  to 
the  Illustrious    Founder   of  our  Scate  ought  to 
teke  some  of  it,  and  that  immediately.     The  new 
Hospiul  absorbs  three  hundred  thousand  d>llarf. 
The  Uaiverfcity,  if   public   rumor  does  not  go 
wrong,  has  already  secured  its  first  hundred  thou- 
■and,  and  holds  a  good  lien  on  the  second,  and 
■arely  can  make  good  use  of  all  of  it. 

But  a  Public  Library  presents  itself  to  tis  at  a 
benefit  and  a  necessity  not  behind  any.     How 
widely  this  is  felt  we  cannot  say.  But  it  has  always 
seemed  to  oa  that  it  is  not  quite  to  our  credit  as  a 
prosperous  and  cultivated  city,  that  with  so  many 
excellent  examples,  there  has  been  no  be  luest,  no 
public  or  private  effort  for  such  a  foundation.— 
The  munificence  of  Mr.    Bates  has  enabled  the 
city  ot  BoaloD  to  esublish  a  Library  of  over  a 
hundred  thousand  volumes  which  she  "proudly 
wears,  the  best  gem  upon  her  zone."     There  are 
many  even  of  the  smaller  towns  of  New  England 
which  oeauio  very  respecuble  libraries  for  the  use 
of  all  the  people.     Every  reason  for  the  existence 
of  such  an  institution  any  where,  holds  here.     Li- 
braries are  an  index  of  social  elevation   and  cul- 
ture, as  they  are  the  promoters  of  it.      But  there 
is  a  want  which  is  not  met  by   College,  or  profes- 
•ional,  or  proprietary  librarits.     A  Public  Library 
is  for  the  pfopie.    It  meets  the  wants  of  the  com- 
mon mind,  and  ni  superior  minds  constantly  ap 
pearing  in  the  summon  walks  of  life.      It  popnlar- 
ixvs  a  luxury  ;  which  is  the  tendency  and  glory  of 
modern  civiusatioh.      It   is  like  the  supply  of 
water  to  a  city,  relieving  iu  inhabitants  Irum  de- 
pendence on    pi  ivate  wells,   and  carrying  water 
into  all  houses      We  should   be  glad    to  we  the 
two  things  ojming  together,  to  supply  our  two 
cbitff  wanu.     A  Public  Library  is  the  proper  sup 
plemmit  and  crown  of  our  system  of  public  edu 
cation.  The  public  school  needs  if,   prepares  the 
ne«l  of  it.     It  applies  stimulus  to  minds  whoee 
thirtu  are  to  be  satisfied  in  the   Public   Library. 
Providence  is  not  a  city  of  Uade,  but  oi  industry. 
The  mass  ot  its  populauoa  is  engaged  in  handi- 
craft.    Its  mechanical  industry  is  its  real  wealth, 
aiul  give*  >t  eminence  abroad.    It  needs  to  be  an 
ntelligrat,  skillni  industry.     It  calls  here  a  class 
of  people  whose  wits  are  bright  enough  to  rec«ve 
and  relish   the  quickening  of  books.      The  ne- 
ccMitiet  which  demand  a  Public  Library  exist 
where  they  do  not  Msily  make  themitelves  known. 
They  do  not  readily  find  a  voice.     They   are  to 
be  seen  and  appreciated  by  the  more  favored  class 
who  know  the  need  a  d  are  able  »  snpply  it.     A 
Pablie  Library  will  not  be  likely  to  spring  up  by 
any  agitation  of  the  su^j^t  among  the  people 
themselves.     It  must  come  by  gilt,  and  from  tho»e 
who  know  the  worth  of  such  an  institution.    It 
must  spring  up  as  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  did, 
because  rich  and  public  spirit^  ci  izens  recogniz^ 
the  nec^sity  and  determined  that  it  shall  be  met' 


The  Atherseam  is;  a  respectble  library  of  some 
thirty  thousand  volumes.     It  has  an  important 
fnnetion,  and  has  served  a  valuable  use.     But  it 
it]  neither  one  thing,'  nor  the  other.     It  is  neither 
popular,  nor  select.     It  mijjht  be  made  the  basis  (  f 
a  Public  Library.     But  it  would  be  much  better 
to  begin  de  novo.   Let  the  Athenaeum  sift  out  iw 
ephemeral  trash,  increase  its  price  of  proprietor- 
ship, and  make  itaelf  select,  a  collection  of  the 
beat  literature  of  all  time.     Then  the  field   would 
be  left  for  a  Public  Library  selected  with  reference 
to  the  wants  of  all  the  people,  and  open  and  free 
to  all.     With  a  popnlat'on  going  on   towards  itf 
hundred  thousand,  the  ciiy  would  supply  a  con- 
stituency for  a  library  projected  on  the  most  lib- 
eral scale  and  of  the  highe'.t  character.     It  would 
be  the  popular  University.     It  would  live  and  give 
iife  for  gtneratioLS  to  come.     There  are  a  thou- 
sand transieht  nses  for  money  ;  this  would  be  per- 
manent.    It  would  be  a  fpnng,  an   inexhaustible 
mine,  better  than  gold  under  our  hills,  better  than 
the  water  which  turns  our  wheels,  as  it  pours  its 
constant  power  upon  thousand  of  mindi,  the  motor 
of  new  intellectual  and  moral  life. 

There  are  twenty  men,  there  are  single  persons 
who  could  do  this  thing  to-day,  and  know  where 
so  much  of  their  fortune  is  going,  and  be  sure 
that  it  has  gone  into  a  permanant  benefit.  There 
are  fortunes  which  in  due  time  must  tall  some- 
where, the  bequest  of  a  part  of  whica  to  such  a 
perpetual  foundation,  making  the  children  of  the 
people  perpetual  heirt,  would  give  an  ease  to  the 
last  hour,  and  a  good  memory  which  can  be  pur- 
chased by  nothing  else  so  well.  We  put  this 
word  in  the  public  ear,  because  we  have  it.  We 
bave  by  no  means  set  the  subject  in  its  best  and 
complete  lights.  But  let  the  press  speak.  I.«t 
the  clergy  advocate  it.  Let  teachers  ask  for  it- 
Let  the  people  think  of  it  and  talk  about  it.  Let 
dtisensot  wealth  and  public  spirit  devise.  And 
we  shall  have  a  Public  L.brary  as  the  next  great 
step  in  the  improvement  and  honor  of  the  city  of 
ProTtdwtce,       /^  :^  .^^p>UC  , 
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BOOK    TAUK«<. 

We  trust  our  citieeoB  have  not  failed  to  read  the 
reo^tly  distributed  Thirteenth  Annual  Kepozt  of  the 
Troiteee  of  the  Pablio  Libnury,  wtth  the  aooompanj- 
ing  re^prt  of  the  oommittoo  of  oitizens,  appointed  for 
inveatigating,  who  soem  to  have  done  th^  datj  some- 
what tnore  eearchingly  thun   the'r  prodeoeaiors.'^  It 
prosento  some  not  very  unwelcome  statotoeBte  which 
must  be  met  by  intelligent  consideration.  *It  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  an    institution  whtfh   has 
grown  to  such  Oltent  in  so  few  years,  as  now  to  num- 
ber some  160,000  volumes,  and  patnpbletB,  and  whoae 
average  daily  diatxibution   is  over   700  volumes,  and 
whose  daily  visitou.  aro  ov3r  a    1000,  oould  be  pre- 
served and  ruled  without  some  mistakes.     It  is  rerj 
flattering  to  know  that  it  is  open  more  days  aa#  hours 
than  any  other  similar  institution  of  equal  size  in  the 
world,  and  more  frequented  than  ar;-  like  collection 
even  in  cities  large;:  than  Boston;  all  going  to  show 
that  its  privilegefl  arv eagerly  accepted,  and  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  irith  over  increasing  benefit.    But 
there  arc  one  or  two  drawbacks  to  our  satisfaction  ia 
contemplating   such   a    flourishing   condition.     They 
may  be  briefly  enuwe  ated  in  the  alarming  inortase  of 
missing  and  mutilated  books;  in  the  misappMeation  of 
the  purchasing  potMir,  ns  far  ns  ^at  may  oauM  it,  by 
wliicb,  perhaps,  t^  most  important  of  all  its  dcpart- 
aents,  that  on  American  history,  ii  dcftctiva  out  of 
all  proportion;  in  she  insuflficienoy of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  recording  the  books  to  the   borruwors,  to  pre- 
vent gross  abuses  of  the  privileges  of  the  institution, 
and  in  tlio  permission  aooordod  to  very  young  messen- 
gers to  bear  the  Iwoks  away ;  in  the  seeming  want  of 
(luo  consideration  on  the  part  of  the   City  Council   in 
hazarding  the  prompt   and   effective   printing   of  the 
catalogue  by  a  ohai'ge  in  the  city  printers,  out  of  rea- 
sons apparently  having  no  regard  to  this  delicate  part 
of  the  work  they  have  to  do;  and  in  the  grave  dofccta 
of  the  buildin;;  itself,  against    which   proper   precau- 
tions were  not  originally  taUen.      The  oommitloc   that 
hove  eiBbodied  these  objections  in    their    report   have 
nct>  vre  are  per8ua(ied,  done  so  in  any  captious  spirit, 
and  that  they  have  mode  so  marked  a  protest  against 
cvib,  Jfl  of  good  omen  for  the  future. 

The  blame  for  tlicse  faults  of  omission  nnd  Bouiinid- 
sion  must  seemingly  be  shared  by  all  concomei — the 
public  at  large,  the  trustees  and  the  City  Council.  The 
mupt  difficult  question  of  all  to  manage  is  that  doiibl- 
lesc  iBi  which  the  frequenters  of  the  library  iire  both 
mosiffalMrcsted   and  the  most  to  blame.     The  roporti 
only  caatiout<ly  intimote   an    open  maliciousncM,  hut 
believe  rather  in  a  simple  thoughtlessness  on  the  part 
of  those  who  obstract  and  injure  books.     It  has  boon 
the  experience  of  years  past  at  the  Coetou  Athenaeum 
that  special  departments  have  sufferc*!  most  in  this 
way,  and  above  all  that  of  theology — a  (liscre-litablo 
development  to  those  concerned  certainly,  who,  it  is 
difficult  to  believe,  are  so  pa«iivcly  prompted,  as  the 
plea  of  simple  thoughtlessBMs  would  show.     To  pre- 
vent these  abuses  wholly  may  not  be  poft^ible;  but  in  a 
large  measure  it  can  be  aooomplished,  though  only  by 
a  new  syrtem  of  registration,  and  unfortunately  by  the 
abridgement  of  the  people's  privileges.     The  evil  needs 
to  be  abated  even  tt  this  cost.     It  has  been  growing, 
and  has  been  the  staple  of  constant  regret  hitherto  in 
the  reports.     The  proeent  committee  recommend  some 
.definite  action  towards  this  desirable  end. 
P    Buskin,  in  his  reoently  published  loctores,  huB  ma  le 
f  a  point  of  the  irreverence  for  books  which  pervades  his 
Oountryraen,  and   the   la«t  North  American  as  good  as 
rounterparts  the  ossertion  as  regards  ourselves.     The 
fiagraut  abuse  of  the   privileges  bestowed  by  great 
libraries  certainly  tends  to  exemplify  it  ;  but  it  may 
well  be  doubted  if  in  any  previous  lige  of  the  worM's 
history  the  condition  has  been  better,  and  if  all  ages 
fcavc  partaken  of  this  irreverence,  the  present  stores  of 
intellectual    importance  show   what  can  be  done  in 
Bii&ofit.     It  is  certainly  dishearloningf  as  jrel^as 
pe,  that  in  throwing  open  a  lar^ilHirary  to 
nse,  that  such  abuse  should  be  Contingent. 
The  faet  is  proved,  and  it  needs  must  be  dealt  with  in- 
telligently.   Above  all,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  no  abuse  is  likely   to  counterweigh  the  very  evi- 
dent use^tlness  of  the  institution. 


The  Committee's  rep<:^  ^f^  ^°  various  d«yart- 
ments  ol  learning,  show  tbati  t^tne  of  them  are  com- 
pletely represent od,  and  wliaiiiyMftngcst,  one  of  the 
least  efficiently  kept  is  that^tMHlflticau  llistoj;y.  It 
gives  rise  to  unsatisfactory  MQwlions.  The  value  of 
books  of  all  kinds  in  this  deplhrtment  has  l^een  ma- 
tetiajly  enhanced  of  late  year^,  partly  byte  fashion  of 
llfj^ye^per  copies  aitd  contrueted  oditipm^and  partly 
b^  ttaa  increuBod  demand  arisijkg  froni  the  |«««*tg;Htio  .a 
ofour  own  cotemporary  ohroaliles,  that  wMte  we  are 
"  making  history"  so  plentifully  ourselves,  we  ought 
to  preaeQfe-more  abundantly  the  story  of.  our  antece- 
dents. Prices  have  accordingly  been  l^li,  and  for 
some  of  tl)0  scarcer  works,  fluctuatin|^.  When  tho 
Fowle  col^ction  .-m^  tphi  u  year  Mg(f,  books  ot  this 
descriptidi)  brdugh^^iiccs  double^  perliapir,  on  an 
average,  of  thoso  whi^i  within  a  few  weeks  have  boon 
obtained  for  tho  same  bookt>at  Mr  lAonard's sales.  It 
would  seem  desirable,  however,  that  an  American  li- 
brary, aiming  at  the  public  usefulness,  should  above 
all  things  bo  complete  in  just  this  depiirtaicnt.  ^Vhut 
tha  %itish  Museum  can  do  ought  certataiy  to  have 
no  diflicnlty^ftfr  lioetou  in  this  particular.  11  that 
library  makes  it  a  point  to  omit  buying  no  original 
work  in  Amoricirn  history,  of  however  a  local  nature, 
there  ought  not  no  be  difTicultioH  in  the  way  here.  It 
would  be  painful  to  think  that  any  rule,  like  the  most 
books  for  tho  least  money,  should  guide  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  accessions  to  our  I*ublic  Library.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  have  the  sum  total  of  volumes  run 
up  largely  every  year;  but  it  is  certainly  more  desira- 
ble to  have  proper  books  than  many.  If  a  single 
volume  that  costs  five  or  ten  dollars  may  seem  a  small 
return  for  tho  money,  compared  with  the  piles  of  use- 
less JiiBibcr  that  may  be  proonrcd  at  Mr  Burnham's 
for  the  same  amount,  it  may  certainly  be  worth  some- 
body's while  to  inquire  which  purchase  wouhl  be 
most  advantageous,  intrinsioalljr,  to  the  institution. 
It  seems  to  ns  that  the  department  of  American 
Bistory  should  not  be  kept  defective,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, above  all  others,  should  be  kept  as  near  com- 
plete as  possible,  irrespective  of  any  oost,  as  long  as 
funds  aoomo  for  purchasing  books  at  aU.  The  books, 
which,  if  we  are  oorrreotly  informed,  are  chiefly  want- 
ing in  this  department,  are  those  of  this  inoroasod 
value,  the  bulk  of  which,  doubtless,  can  never  again 
be  purchased  so  favorably  as  at  the  time  of  their 
kiue.  The  library  is  apparently  increasing  full  as 
rapidly  as  is  desirable,  or  as  the  books  oan  be  properly 
catalogued  and  arranged ;  and  it  may  not  be  an  error, 
we  submit,  that  for  one  year  the  experiment  should 
be  tried  of  supplying  very  marked  omission  iiv^  its 
catalogue,  rather  than  increasing  its  bulk  mate^ally. 
The  committees  suggestion  of  extending  the  ll^gaBoies 
of  the  library  out«ide  of  Boston,  and  into  all  the  chief 
book  marts,  as  a  beginning  of  this  work,  is  not  with- 
out value.  At  all  events,  that  portion  of  .^e  com- 
mittee's report  pertaining  to  this  i^partmcnt,  is 
not  at  all  creditable  to  tlio<H!  having  lly  mattar  ia 
charge. 


EVEC^ING  TRANSCRIJ 


BATVROAT  EVENINO,  APRIL  18.  IM^ 


From  the  Ck)nrmon  the  jranBition  is  easy  by  ' 
step  or  pen  to  the  Public  Lttjiiy,  the  tcrandcst  of 
the  vaany  noble  institutiant  3|p8ton.  ^mcrson 
regrets  that  not  even  "the  penGSt  civiUflBpa"  of 
this  city  haij  rendered  usolcae  th«,j)lacait^o  pub- 
lic halls  of  art,  forWdding  PenArtP  deface  books 
or  pictures,  or  to  smii--  marbli^^pea  witucanas; 
still  it  is  a  proof  of  this  perfect  civilization— the 
provisioq  made   for  (^Qiet    tboaght   and    earnest 
study  in  the  admonitlouH,  "No  talkini?  allowed;" 
"Step  lightly,  Keep  silence,"  which  moot  the  eye 
in  this  mai^iflccnt  Library;  and  it  is  curious  to 
see  how  the  silliest  woman    and    the    raggodest 
schoolboy  puts  oa  a  quiet  and  reverent  demeanor 
on  entei-ing  those  charmed  halls. 

The  first  jobject  that  attracted  ray  notice,  as  I 
moTed  to  one  of  the  tables  in  the  lower  room, 
was  a  neip-o  man,  «as  black  as  the  ace  of  spades," 
when  the  ace  of  spades  it  black,  and  not  blue, 
who  was  sitting  at  his  ease,  and  turning  over  th» 
leaves  of  the  catalofrne  as  though  familiar  with 
books.  It  did  my  heart  eood  to  see  that  member 
of  a  long  despised  race,  now,  thank  God!  really 
"a  man  and  a  brother,"  making  use  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  it  cost  so  much  blood  and  traasare 
to  win  for  him;  and  I  thought  of  that  mute 
white  face  above  stairs,  the  marble  counterpart 
of  him  who  wore  bis  life  oat  in  laboring  to  secure 
freedom  to  the  slave,  and  for  all  that  are  oppress- 
ed in  mind,  bodjr,  or  estate;  and  "who,  being 
dead,  yot  speaketfc,*  not  only  In  the  magnificent 
bequest  of  a  scholar's  library  to  the  free  use  of 
the  people,  but  also  in  the  printed  records  of  hli 
own  great  thoughts,  which  are  fast  becominj;  the 
watchwords  for  liberty  and  progress  throughout 
the  world. 

In  this  quiet  retreat  I  spent  the  last  hoars  of 
my  pleasant  viuit;  and  from  thence  turned  ray 
face  homeward ;  well  content  to  leave  Boston  to 
the  care  of  her  three  chief  protectors  —  the  State 
Hoose;  the  Common,  and  the  Public  Library; 
fit  ministers  to  the  minds  and  hearts  and  souls  of 
her  people.  ^ 

\Fhafot,  April,  1664. 


THE  EVEMG.I0STlgr=^=2 

«m  ukibd  for  the  Btamary  belouKlDK  to  the 
SuuC  which  created  too  much  whispering 
InTta  k  wheii  placed  in  the  upper  ha.L  The 
Teoe  ;!  rea"  iug  room  I.  finely  fitted  -P"" '°  J^^J 
L  whole  building  U  In  ^^^-^J^'f  ^^^'f^f^^^^"^ 
accommodate  two  hundred  Bitters.  It  Is  iwenty 
SrTeet  wide,  seventy  eight  feet  long,  and 
twent*t>ne  feet  six  Inches  In  height. 


f RIDAT  EVENING.  JUNE  15,  1866^ 
i^blio  library. 
TWO     CLASSES     OF      LIBRARIES. 


lOorwsiKmdenoe  of  Uie  K.enli*  I-o^-l 

BoSTOK,  June  12,  low. 
,  We  have  three  large  circulating  Uorarles  In  Bos- 
ton-ie  Mercantile,  the  City  or  f  uhlic  L.t^ary. 
^d  the  Athen^utn.  The  alercantUe  Libnu^  r«- 
eembies  yours  oi  the  satne  name  In  New  York, 
J^meLum  1.  the  property  of  Its  stockholders, 
and  is  the  favorite  resort  of  students  and  schol- 
Ift^B  •  while  you  have  nethlng  to  compare  with  our 
Clti  or  l>ubllc  Library,  which  combines  the  ad. 
Uant8«e«  ot  the  Astor  and  the  MercantUe. 


WHO  CAW  USB  THK   LIPBIBT  ? 

Citizens  of  Boston  only  are  entitled  to  use  the 
books  in  the  Public  Library.  Taxpayers  who  live 
L  the  suburbs  cannot  take  them  out;  aUhomc'a 
Sey  may  do  business  In  Boston,  and  piy  heavily 
lor  the  support  ol  the  city  government.    Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  who  has  doae  more  lor  Amcrl 
can  llttralure  <han  all  the  present  citizens  ot  Boe. 
ton  tocelher,  cannot  use  the  Public  Library.   Thlt 
restriction  was  imposed  by  one  or  two  narrow^ 
minded  ald«.men  ot  the  old  red  sandstone  period 
of  our  modem  municipal  history.    For,  though 
recent,  it  Is  a  long  way  off;  the  usu»l  result  fol- 
lows    Men  of  character  who  refuse  to  resort  to 
eir  books  make  the  Athen»um  I 
turs,  and  are  rarely  seen  In  the  I 
■y.    Men  of  another  stamp  get  their 
lends  to  take  out  books  for  them, 
llgent  oSacersand  trustees  ol  the  In- 
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ITS  OBIOIN. 


It  ow'ft^lts  exUtence  to  the  literary  tastes  ol 
I  Everett  and  Tlcknor,  and  to  the   liberality  of 
Joshua   Bates.     Many    others,    equally    pubUc 
lepirited.  united  with  them,  but  Irom  their  prom- 
l?nence^d/.e.l.ana  large  donations  ot  time  and 
money,  these  gentlemen  will  always  be  regarded 
las  the  founders  of  the  instltuilon. 
1  *  The  first  proposal  lor  a  great  public  library  was 
made  by  Alexandre  Vattemare.ot  Paris,  In  May, 
1841  whose  project  for  combining  the  scattered 
llbr«lrles  ot  Boston  and  building  a  grand  edldce 
lor  the  united  literary  and  scientific  Bocietles-was 
weU  received,  but,  owing  to  the  dspressed  condl 
lion  of  industry  at  the  time,  was  not  practically 
adapted.    After  various  attempts  to  Induce  the 
Athena)um  to  resolve  itself  Into  a  public  city  11- 
Ibrarv  the  first  real  movement  to  form  such  an  In- 
amution  was  made  In  1849.  Everett  and  Winthrop 
land  others  gav»  books  tor  a  foundation ;  In  1«50 
the  mayor  of  the  city  gave  ll.OOO ;  then  the  mu 
nlclpal  government  began  to  move  in  earnest; 
Meesi«  Tlcknor  and  Everett  prepared  tor  print  a 
report  In  advocacy  of  the  project-whlch,  read  by 
Joshua  Bates  In  London,  resulted  in  one  ol  the 
most  munificent  offers  ever  made  by  a  private 
citizen  to  a  local  body. 

On  condition  that  the  municipal  government 
I  should  erect  "  a  bulMing  which  should  be  an 
ornament  to  the  city,"  and  which  should  be  com 
modtous   and   Iree  to  all,  Mr.  Bales  ofiered  to 
purchase   and  pr^jigit  to    It   150.000    worth  of 
books;  which  h.^.    Nor  did  his  UberaiUy 
end  here.    In  1863  L^gave  an  additional  $50,000, 
the   Income   ot  which,  and  that  only,  in   each 
year,  w**  to  b©  expended  in  the   purchaae  of 
books  of  permanent  value  and  authority.    Jona- 
than Phillips  letl  a  legacy  of  $10,000,  Abtjot  Liw- 
rence  the  same  amount,  and  certain  other  bene- 
lactors  m  all  18,100  more. 

The  foundation  fitone  of   the  library  building 
I  was  laid  with  great  ceremony  on  the  17ih  of  Sep. 
tember  1855 -the  two  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  ol  the  birthday  ot  Boston.      Robert 
C  Winthrop  w»s  the  orator  of  the  day.     On  the 
lit  ol    January,  1868,  the  building  was  formally 
dedicated.    Mr.  Winthrop  again  took  the  oppor- 
tunity "to  give  expression    to    some    ot  those 
lofty  and  swelling   sentlmenU"  appropriate  to 
such  great  occasions.    There  was  a  great  time. 
Did  not  the  school  children  sing,  and  Baron  Stow 
pray  and  Mayor  Rice  make  en  address,  and  Mr. 
Everett  respond,  and  the  brother  of  Mirgaret 
Fuller,  alterwards  celebrated  u  ••  the  chaplain," 
pronounce  the  benediction  ?    A  finely  bouod  and 
cream  laid  city  document  attests  these  tact^ 

TH«  BinLDIKO 

it  truly  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  city.  It  took 
two  years  and  a  haU  to  erect  It.    It  cost  1^47, 
061  07  to  build ;  while  adding  the  amount  paid 
I  for  land  and  preparation.  It  cost  In  all  $303,633  88. 
II  would  be  tedious  to  give  a  halnute  description 
of  It,  tor  the  general  reader  would  not  appreciate 
it,  while  anything  but  a  lull  account  would  be 
worthies  to  the  student  or  the  architect.    Very 
briefly.  It  U  a  rectangular  building,  eighty-two 
leet  wide -nd  one  hundred  and  sixteen  leet  long, 
exclusive  ot  the  towers  at  the  rear  coraere,  which 
are  fourteen  feet  six  Inches  In  length  and  eighteen 
I  eet  lu  width,     i he  architecture  Is  ol  the  Roman- 
lUllan  style.    The  toundatlon  Is  composed  of 
gratiite  blocks,  sot  and  bedded  In  hydraulic  ce- 
ment :  upon  these  Is  laid  a  base  course  ot  ham- 
1  mered  granite.    The  exterior  walls,  excepting  the 
Iront,  are  plain— bollt  ol  the  best  laced  orlcka, 
'  with  Connecticut  sandstone  dresainvs.    The  front 
of  the  basement  Is  construci«d  of  thu  beet  quality 
o£  Rockport  granite,*  finely  hammered.     Two 
1  stories  are  seen  irom  the  trout.    The  windows 
and  doors  are  circular  headed,  ornate  In  style, 
with  archlvolts  supported  on  carved  scroll  braidi- 
ets,  crowned  with  triple  keystones  and  heavy 
j  canopies,  hood**,  car?od  panels  and  the  like. 
The   whole  building  la  thoroughly  ventilated 
and  entirely  flre-proot.    AlmMt  every  room  la  It 
Is  lotty,  while  the  upper  hall  is  very  showy  ea 
well  as  very  bleb. 


man  Corinthian   otnat^  style,      ine 
rer'nith  three   tiers  of   alcoveMU^rty  o 

TMll  w^ fo^tet  J^'deep^andrive  po 

etMgMnTe'creTr.    On  b.th  ends  o.  the  hall  '^i^^  ;;:^;::^a^:^^^^  ^^o 

are  two  corridors  to  correspond  In  height  wi.h  *';;;; ^^ ^^^^.^^^  ,,^,eaied  by  giving  the  super-, 

%Uhe'rbelves  in  the  building  are  covered  with  (  btendeat  a  cert,.!-  ''^"T^l  '""*"*  """***"  "^ 
a  .^:.roorsolutlon  of  glass.  -^^^T^X^^T^^r  matter.   St. 

The  managemerortruLyls  vested  ina^  .nts  who  are  in  earnest  ne.  never  lack  lor^^^^^^ 


J"  oT  "t^s  V 'srp;nntendent  and  about 
twenty  assistants  (nearly  all  ot  them  young  la- 
dTJ)  whose  work  is  annually  Inspected  by  an 
eSmirmg  committee  on  behalt  of  the  city  gov^ 
eSm  nt.  The  city  pays  the  current  expense  and 
Balanes.cost  of  lights,  fuel  and  t^e  like.  The 
addUi^ns  to  the  stock  are  made  from  th«  Income 
of  the  vested  lunds  and  IromgUtsof  friends  ol 
public  education.  i,un,  £3  i'    -^ 

THE  BOOKS. 

In  185S-3  there  were  9,688.volume9  in  the  U- 
br^.and  961  pamphlets.  In  1864^  there  were 
So  volumes,  and  83,658  pamphlet.     In  round 

i?mbers  (omitting  ^-^^'^!l\^'}'l'XZS^ 
inrreaeed  at  this  annual  rate:  9.000.  lO/XK).  23.000, 
TmXifi^.  70.000.  78,000,  85.000.  97,000.  105,- 
000,110,000,116,000,123,000. 

The  largest  conU.butor  to  the  stock  ot  the  11 
brarv  next  to  Mr.  Bates,  was  Theodora  Parker, 
who  leTt  11.000  volumes  and  over  3.000  pam- 
phlete. 

THBODORH  PABKBB'3  UB8ABT 


m  Boston  or  In  any  city.  I'he  courceuuB  trustee, 
and  Buperlntendents  ol  ail  ^^eat  1»»>^'''«*,^"  ^^i' 
eraliy  wlUlng  to  make  or  etretch  apolntfor  tlie«^ 
Bu  Apposing  that  a  public  library  were  t.  be 
established  In  New  York,  there  are  certain  Hs^ 
S^nsot  vital  importance  to  be  learned  irom  the 
history  pf  this  our  Boston  institution. 

First  01  all,  a  dense  community  needs  a  great 
UbraTy,  Ld  wlU  liberally  draw  irom  m  and  can- 
nol^ffird  to  be  without  one.  The  idleness  and 
?ol,«d  Clime  Which  such  a  civilizing  agency 
eradicates  Is  lucelcuiable.  Seven  hundred  book. 
m.  Aax  •  lortv  thousand  readers  I 

Becondl  J-It  hi  better  on  the  whole  to  hate 
people's  libraries  and  scholars'  libraries  la  ^^ 
«aU  lnstituUoi.s  and  under  different  rules.  Ui« 
to  seek  to  combine  them.    For.  owing  to   he«^ 
etrlctlons  necessarily  created  by  having  *i  1 1^  ng. 
Jn  common,  the  efficiency  ot  both  organUatloW 
iBSrinlshlKl.    For  example:    I   once  h^rde 
Bcholar   say   that   th«   Public  Library   and  tke 
Athena^um'reprcsenUd  the  two  extreme,  ol  ^ 
commodaUon-none   and  every!    Now,  at  xm. 


lieu.  commodauon— uauo    «•"*•  -•  -j  ■             -            . 

THBODORH  PABKBB'3  UB8ABT.  ^^^^^  library  there  is  an  Intelligent  superlutend- 

Mr    Jewltt,  the  superintendent,  says  of  this  obliging  and  prompt  attendants,  and  « 

Mr.  Jewiii,   i.u«       I.     «-,,,„  t/>  characterize  It  _.'      ..r*«.t    ,^A\ntr    hall    In    the    city.      Ttl 


«?  ;hows  a  wonderlul  and  minute  familiarity 
wuh  varTous  departments.    Those  of  theology 
and  metaphysics,  ethics,  history  and  modem  Uter- 
tJurTmlght  be  expected  to  be  full,  tmt  those  of 
tie^rTck  and  Latin  classics  and  ot  the  elvll  law 
are  equally  so;  while  many  other  departments  of 
knowledge  are  Tvell  represented,  and  m  every  dl^ 
rectron  are  to  be  found  monumenU  ot  curious 
'aTd  recondite  learning.    O.  course,  many  ol  the 
common  books  which  every  person  ot  wide  ciU 
tuie  muHt  have  around  him  are  to  ^e  found  In 
this  collection,  and  also  the  literary  wa  fs  which 
Tome  to  every  public  man  ;  but  it  Is  certa  niy  re 
markable  how  small  a  number  of  d-Pl'*;^- "^^ 
large  accession  brought  to  the  library    /"I^^'nu 
ot  reference,  such  as  lexicons,  vocabularies  ana 


ent,  obliging  and  prompt  attendant,  and  the 
mon  stately  reading  hall  In  the  city  The 
Athen»um  has  no  marble  floor,  but  a  pUln  ptoe 
one  that  looks  old,  and  althougn  clean,  s  nut  qo^^ 
fit  to  tske  the  place  ot  a  plate.  The  '-0=g  tab  « 
with  the  ladtdbalte  cover,  have  nothing  like 
tte  dainty  look  of  the  separate  black  walnut 
desks  and  tables  of  the  Public  Library. 

New  books  -Lunot  be  had  m  the  public  li- 
brary   until    after    long     and     patient    trtata 
Ne^  more  than  thirty  copies  ot  a  popular  book 
are  bought.    But  It  may  need  two  thousand  to 
TppHhe  demand:    Here  Is  a  difficulty  thjt 
must  be  met  at  the  beginr  ng  ot  «>^«fy  «°^«7;*^, 
o,   the  kind.    I  bellev.   Mr.  Jewett  decided  It 
wisely,    '•we  cannot  nude-take,"  Jiesaid,'  en* 
we  mwt  not  try,  to  compel  with  the  Mudle  11^ 
braiy  enterprises."   Otherwise  we  will  never  have 
;  tVtlsUctory  library.    Bookseller,  can  alway.  do 


!,T'r:,rnr;u:hT;e;.c;ns;  v;^^^^^^  ana  ;:,rtWconK;:st'lon:in supplying  the  tevertsh 
gamms,  biographical  dictionaries  K«etteeni  ^f^l,,  .^r  new  book.  Buch  book,  .el  Irap  d^ 
»  .     '    .,-  L,..w^»>.  noUPfitlon  Is  very  rich.    "   .     .    .  .„.  „„««i«Titiv  tor  a  month— It  re- 


grammais,  DionniiJu.v-  —— — ----  -  '■  „  .  . 
and  aUases,  Mr.  Parker's  collection  Is  very  rich. 
There  are  more  than  fiity  lexicons  of  v. nous  lan- 
ar^^ei  •  *  •  It  contained  such  works  as 
Mlgne's  'Patrologla,'  the  '  B  bllotb«CH  Maxlc^ 
Vetrum  Patrum,'  '  Ersch  &  Gruber's  Eocyclo- 
padia,'  and  not  a  lew  other  elmiler  work*. 

TUK  BEAD  BBS. 

Of  the  123,000  volumes  In  the  City  Library,  ebont 
25  OOOare  in  the  lower  h*ll.  and  ei.OOO  in  the 
fnW  h^l  The  lower  hall  1.  the  people's  library 
™o^Ir  n  thU  department  are  lound  the  large 
SSomyo?  the  popular  books-all  t'ae  novels  of 
Sedayf^oks  lor  the  young  folks  and  other 
Ught  .iadlng,  as  well  a.  general  popular  .tsndard 

*irmr35,000  Tolamee(ln  round  numb-rs)  were 
leirto  the  pubuc.    Tiw  give,  a  dally  averiNte 

^''1^1866,  nearly  195,000  book,  were  lent  lor 
home  use;  or  an  average  of  .bout  7(»  d »"y- 

The  largeat  number  given  out  »»  oneday   n 
1864  was  m;  but  In  1866  It  was  l,46L      n  addl 
\Z  to  Jhrnumber  over  10,000  were  lent  In  Ba^ 
Hall,  and  more  than  18,000  used  there ;  while  the 
books  ot   reference-^  encyclopsdi**  and  gvo- 
Branlcal  anthorltles-were  In  coMtant  use. 
"The  number  o.  persons  wto  ^^ted  the  library 
last  year  tor  some  obiect  connected  wUh  lU  main 
design  was  1,058  on  a  daUy  average ;  so  that,  with 
out  K^^ludrng  in  the  reckoning  a  great  number  oi 
Arsons  f  ho  visited  It  to  make  leee  "PO"*"*  »f; 


auirlei^  J».OBO  visits  were  made  to  It  for  th^  pur 
SitJ^lng  in  Its  halls  or  of  Uklng  or  con- 


anmng  the  books  to  be  found  on  It.  shelve.. 

IB  not  this  a  wonderlul  success  ? 

The  lower  hall  and  reading  room  sxe  open  f^m 
8  A.  M.  to  IC  P.  M.  on  275  days  m  the  year.  The 
npper  hall  is  closed  at  dusk.  „...-♦,  three 

Forty  thousand  five  bnndred  and  slity  three 
persons  hold  cards,  which  enable  them  to  take^ 
out  books. 


demand  tor  new  booki.    Buch  book.  "eH  rap  d^ 
and  are  asked  lor  constantly  tor  a  month -It  re- 
quires an  edition  to  supply  the  demand ;  then  they 
a«  lor  the  mo.t  pwt  worthies..    Tnl.  u  en  Im^ 
^rtant  point.    But  It  would  be  l«.e  Important  If 
Ve  did  not  in  the  same  building  have  to  provide 
lor  two  distinct  claasee-echolars  proper  and  the 
public;  and  It  Is  less  Important  still  when  we 
consider  that  It  li  better  to  supply  ihU  demand^, 
lor  new  books  than  leave  the  class  who  mtk  for 
them  without  rea4lng.  Yet,  In  the  circumstance, 
tlie  librarians  and  trustee,  here  dla  well. 

Again.  II  no  attempt  wa.  made  to  erteftUiMi  _ 
complete  collection  ot  books,  but  to  make  a  flrst- 
clsss  popuUr  English  library  only-for  the  people 
exclusively-more  money  would  be  expended  to 
buy  periodicals  and  newspapers,   and  duplicates 
ol  new  publications.    There  U  agreat  denumd  or 
?hem.     Finally,  there    Is  en  uBwlee   prejudice 
against  trash  In  public  libraries.    IrnA  Is  so  hack- 
ing In  nulrl.  1  ve  qualltleB  that  whB.  it  I.  «•«»«* 
meat  for  babes  they  won  »et  U  red  ofit,sndgra. 
dually  seek  a  higher  style  ol  UUarature  whic^ 
othemlM  they  would   never  hare  read.     From 
MM  Brwidon  to  Charle.  Dicken.  there  Is  •  W 
.Ulde,  aud  from  Fe.tu.  to  Faust  a  longer  ;   ow 
ikey  are   connected  by  regular  .tep..    The  « 
creiM  of  circuUUon  In  the  lower  haU  last  year 

was  .ix  per  cent-ln  the  upper  ^'^l^Xlt 
percent.  "  Ihls  tact."  says  Mr.  Jewett.  Indl 
ntee,  1  think,  an  Improvement  In  the  character 
^^e  clrcuUtlon-that  ft  I.  tendmg  sU-ongly 
to  the  more  substantial  and  ueeful  class  oi 
books."  •*•  **• 


THE  FHSNING  ypST  m.' 
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HUtor}'  and  ISaaasemeiit  ^T  the 
Fublio  Mf>i^ary. 


TWO     CLASSES      OF      UBRARIES. 


{.Ooimpondenoe  of  tbe  BTeniof  P(Mt.] 

Boston,  Juae  13, 1866. 
Uto  h&ye  tbree  laiv;e  circulating  libruiM  in  Boi* 
toD— the  Mercantile,  the  City  or  Fabltc  Library, 
«d4  tAe  Athenaiarn.  Tne  Aierciialile  Library  re- 
aei^lM  yours  o<  the  eame  name  in  New  York; 
tftf  Atbottseain  is  the  property  ol  its  Btocknoldeni, 
and  it  the  ft vorlte  reaott  ol'  stadents  and  schol- 
ais;  vhile  you  have  netbin^  to  compare  wittx  oar 
City  or  Public  Library,  wbich  combines  the  ad. 
yantagea  ot  the  Astor  and  the  MurciiUtUe. 

ITS  OMIOtN. 

It  outs  its  ezieteace  to  the  literary  iaatM  ol 
Everett  and  Ticknor,  and  to  the  IlDeraUty  of 
Joahua  Baies.  Many  otheis,  equally  public 
apitlted,  aiiited  witb  them,  but  Irom  their  prom- 
iDeocoaudzeul,  aud  lar^e  donations  of  time  and 
nioney*  tbese  (^eiiUemeu  will  always  be  regarded 
M  the  ionndere  of  the  inatitnUon. 

The  first  proposal  for  a  great  public  library  was 
made  by  Alexandre  Vattemare,  ol  Paris,  In  May, 
1841t  whose  project  for  combining  the  scattered 
ll^ruiee  ol  Boston  aad  buildioK  a  f;raad  edifice 
for  UMunltfed  htetary  and  scieutitlc  societies  was 
well  recelvid,  but,  owing  to  the  depremed  C3ndl    ' 
tloB  of  industry  at  the  time,  was  not  practically 
adopted.    Alter  various  attempts  to  induce  the 
Atheannm  to  reiolve  itaelt  into  a  public  city  11- 
bmiy,the  llret  real  movement  to  lorm  6uch  an  in- 
fttltutioii  i*ae  made  in  1819.  Everett  and  Wmihrop 
aiid  othets  gave  books  tor  a  loundatlon ;  in  1860 
the  mayor  ot  the  city  gave  tl|O0U  ;  tben  the  mu- 
Dtolpd  government  t)egan  to  move  in  earnest ; 
Hmv*.  llckLor  acd  Everett  prepued  for  print  a 
npovt  in  advocacy  of  the  projec— which,  read  ^y 
Juehna  Bates  In  London,  resulted  m  one  of  the 
most  munlflceut  offers  ever  made  by  a  private 
dtlaen  to  a  lucal  body. 

On  eoDdition  that  tbe  municipal  government 
Aould  erect  ''  a  building  which  ahould  be  an 
ornament  to  the  city,"  and  which  eboald  be  com 
nodlous   and   tr#  tp  all,  Mr.  Bates  oQe^ed  to 
.  pwckase   and  piiteilt  to   it   $50,093    worth  of 
'  b6o>B.   which  he   dM.     Nor^dld   his   llberatttj  ' 
esdlicre.    In  1853  be  gave  an  addlUonal  $50,000, 
the   income  ot  wbicb,  and  that  o^iff  in  each 
jmr,  was  to  be  expended  in  the  ^■■'chMe  of 
books  ol  permanent  value  and  authority.    J^ona- 
tiian  Phillips  left  a  legacy  of  $10,000,  Abbot  Law- 
rence the  same  amount,  and  certain  ^ther  bene- 
lactors  In  al*  $8,1U0  more. 

The  foundation  s^one  of  the  library  building 
^M  laid  with  great  ceremony  on  the  17th  of  Sep. 
timber,  1866— tbe  two  hundred  and  tirenty-fltth 
KBuiTersary  ot  the  birthday  of  Boat^  Robert 
C.  Winthrop  ws  tbe  orator  of  the  day.  da  the 
lat  ot  Jaauarv,  1868,  the  building  was  formally 
dedicated.  Mr.  Winthrop^jMan  took  the  oppor- 
tunity "  to  give  expronwT  to  some  of  those 
lofty  and  swelling  s^ifltnents"  appropriate  to 
such  gma  oocaslonkjthere  was  •  great  time. 
Did  not  tbe  sohool  «illdren  eing,  and  Baron  Stow 
pray,  and  Mavor  Btoe  make  an  address,  and  Mr. 
Everett  reepond,  and  the  brother  of  Margaret 
Fuller,  afterwards  celebrated  aa  '*  the  chaplain,'* 
pionounce  the  benediction  f  A  finely  t>oaod  and 
cream  laid  city  document  attMts  these  facta. 


I  BUILDIHO 

is  tnif  one  W^^  ornaments  of  tbe  city.  It  toolc 
two  year*  iJBd  a  half  to  erect  It.    It  cost  $347,- 
051  07  to  build ;  while  adding  the  amount  pat* 
f«r  land  and  preparation,  it  cost  in  all  (368,638  83. 
It  would  be  tedious  to  give  a  minute  desciriptlon 
of  it,  lor  the  general  reader  would  not  appreciate 
it,  while  anything  but  a  lull  account  would  be 
worthless  to  the  student  or  the  architect.    Very 
briefiy,  it  to  a  rectangular  building,  eighty-two 
feet  wide  and  one  bundred  and  sixteen  feet  long, 
excloiive  ot  tbe  towets  at  the  rear  comers,  wlxiCh 
are  fourteen  feet  six  inches  in  length  and  eighteen 
eat  in  wMbh.     i  be  architecture  is  ot  the  Roman  ^ 
ItallM  elyle.    Tbe  foundation  is  composed  of 
granite  b'ocks,  set  and  bedded  in  hydraulic  ce- 
ment :  upon  these  is  laid  a  base  course  ot  ham- 
mered granite.    Tbe  exterior  walls,  excepting  the 
front,  aie  plain— built  ol  tbe  best  laced  biicks, 
with  Connecticut  aandstone  dressings.    The  front 
ot  tbe  basement  is  constructed  of  ihu  beet  quality 
of   Roclcpott  Kianite,    finely  hammered.     Two 
stories  ere  seen  irom  the  front.    The  windows 
and  doors  are  circular  headed,  ornate  In  style, 
with  archlvolts  supported  on  carved  scroll  brack 
eta,  crowned  with  triple  keystones  and  heavy 
canopies,  hoods,  carved  panels  and  the  like. 
Tbe  whole  building  Is  thoroughly  ventilated 
entirely  fiie-proot.    Almost  every  room  in  It 
ttiy,  while  the  upper  hall  is  very  showy  as 
8  very  high. 

public  rooms  are — down  stairs,  the  general 
reading-room,  the  ladies'  reading  room,  and  the 
delivery  room,  ihe  general  circulating  library 
is  kept  In  the  lower  hall.  The  ladles'  reading 
room  IS  used  for  the  statuary  belonging  to  the 
institution,  which  created  too  much  vHiisperlng 
•nd  talk  when  placed  in  the  upper  baiL  The 
general  reading  room  is  finely  fitted  up^«s  Indeed 
the  whole  buUdlog  is  in  every  respect— and  it  can 
accommodate  two  hundred  sitters,  it  is  twenty 
eight  ieet  wide,  seventy  eight  leet  long,  aud 
twenty  one  feet  Bix  inches  in  neight. 

The  upper  hall  or  ••  Uates  Hall "  has  a  clear 
epace  tblrtv  eight  leet  wide,  ninety-two  leet  long 
•od  fifty  eight  feet  high,  it  is  finished  in  the  Ro- 
man Connthian  ornate  style.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  three  tiers  of  alcoves,  thirty  of 
which  are  ranged  on  each  side.  Each  alcove  is 
nine  feet  wide,  fourteen  teet  deep,  and  twelve 
feet  high  in  tbe  clear.  On  both  ends  ot  the  hall 
are  two  corridors  to  correspond  in  height  with 
tbe  alcoves. 

All  tbe  shelves  in  tbe  building  are  covered  with 
a  fltt-proot  solution  of  g1 


MAKAQBMSHT. 

The  management  of  the  library  is^ested  in  a 
boaM  ol  ttueteea,  a  superintendent  and  about 
twenty  assisianu  (nearly  all  ot  them  young  la- 
dies), whose  work  Is  annually  inspected  by  an 
examining  committee  on  behalf  oi  the  city  gov 
ernment.    The  city  pays  the  current  expenee  and 

I  salaries,  cost  of  lights,  fuel  and  the  like.    The 
additions  to  the  stuck  are  made  from  the  income 

I  of  the  vested  lunds  and  Irom  gifts  of  friends  ot 
public  education. 

TBI   BOOKS. 

In  1863-8  there  were  9,688  volumes  in  the  li- 
brary, and  9til  pamphlets.  In  1864-5  there  were 
l!<i3,016  volumes,  and  33,.%53  pamphlets,  in  round 
numbers  (omitting  pamphlets),  the  library  has 
I  inrieaeed  at  this  annual  rate :  9,U00, 16,000, 32.000, 
88,000,  34,000,  70,000,  78,000,  86,000,  97,000,  1(»,- 

000,  iio.ooo,  iie.uoo,  128,000. 

The  largest  contributor  to  the  stock  of  the  li- 
brary, next  to  Mr.  Bates,  was  Theodore  Parker, 
who  leu  11,000  volumes  and  over  3,00d  pam- 
phlets. 


TBKODORB  PABKSB'S  LIBBiM?* 

Mr.  Jewitt,  the  superintendent,  says  of  this 
collection,  it  U  difficult  fairly  to  charaoj^i^lt 
In  a  few  sentences,  or  to  represent  It  by  epecl 
mens.    "  It  exhibits  a  wide  field  of  scholarttlp, 
snd  shows  a  wonderful  and  minute  familisrity 
with  Virions  departments.    Those  of  theology 
and  meUpbjsics,  ethioB,  history  and  Bliii«A  liter- 
ature mi^ht  be  expected  to  bi^  ttj^fak  those  ot 
the  Greek  and  Latin  classics  anJiRPi  dvU  law  j 
are  equally  bo;  while  many  other  departments  of 
knowledge  ate  well  repreeeated,  and  m  every  di 
rection  are  to  be  found  monuments  of  curious 
and  recondite  learning.    Ot  course,  many  of  the 
common  books  which  every  person  ol  wide  cul. 
tme  must  have  around  him  are  to  be  foimd  in 
this  collection,  and  also  the  literary  wal'e  which 
come  to  every  public  man  ;  but  It  is  certainly  re. 
markable  how  small  a  number  of  duplicates  this 
laige  accession  brought  to  the  library.    In  works 
ot  reference,  such  as  lexicons,  vocabularies  and 
grammais,  biographical  dictionaries,  gazetteers 
and  atlases,  Mr.  Parker's  coHectlon  Is  very  rich. 
There  are  more  than  fifty  lexicons  Of  various  lan- 
guages.   *    *    *    It   contained  suchjiworks  as 
Migne's  'Patrologla,'  the  •BibliothUl  Maxima 
VeUum  Patrom,'  '  Erscb  &  Qruwr's  Encyclo- 
padia,'  and  not  a  few  other  similar  wofks." 

THE  Raan^s. ,_.  "^  -^ 
Of  the  128,000  volumes  ha  the  City  Library,  about 
26,000  are  in  the  lower  hall,  and  9d,000  in  the 
upper  hall.  The  lower  ball  is  the  people's  library 
proper.  In  this  department  are  found  the  large 
majotity  of  the  popular  books— all  the  novels  of 
the  day,  books  tor  the  young  tol&fl,  and  other 
light  reading,  as  well  as  general  poptilar  standard 
literature. 

In  1864  a5,000  volumes  (In  round  numbers)  were 
Itnt  to  the  public.  Tnis  giv«»  a  dally  average 
ol  260. 

In  1866,  nearly  196,000  books  were  lent  for 
borne  use ;  or  an  average  of  about  708  dally. 

The  largest  number  given  out  in  one  day  in 
1864  was  586;  but  in  1866  It  MtU  1,464.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  number  over  10,000  were  lent  in  Bates 
Hall,  and  more  than  13,000  used  there ;  while  tbe 
books  ol  reierence— as  encyclopwdiis  and  geo- 
graplcal  authorities— were  In  constant  use. 

Tbe  number  of  persons  who  visited  the  library 
last  year  lor  some  ob)ect  connected  With  Its  main 
design  was  1,U58  on  a  dally  average ;  so  that,  with 
out  Ircludtng  In  the  reckoning  a  great  number  of 
persons  who  visited  it  to  make  less  Important  In- 
quiries, 390,960  visits  were  made  to  it  for  the  pur 
pose  of  reading  In  its  halls  or  of  taking  or  con- 
sulting tbe  books  to  be  found  on  Its  Bbelves. 
Is  not  this  a  wonderful  success  f 
Thp  lower  hall  and  reading  room  are  open  from 
8  A.  M.  to  10  p.  M.  on  275  daya  in  tbe  year.    Tbe 
upper  hail  is  closed  at  dusk. 

Forty  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  three 
persons  hold  cards,  wbicb  enable  them  to  take 
out  books. 

WHO  CAM  V9M  THB  LIBKART  ? 

CttlEens  of  Boston  only  are  entitled  to  use  tbe 
books  in  tbe  Public  Library.  Taxpayers  who  live 
In  the  suburbs  cannot  take  tb«n  out ;  although 
they  may  do  business  in  Boston,  and  piy  hosvlly 
for  the  support  of  the  city  government.  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson,  who  has  done  more  for  Ameri 
can  Ittersture  than  all  the  present  citizens  of  Bm. 
ton  •  (^ether,  cannot  use  the  Public  Library.  This 
restriction  was  imposed  by  one  or  two  narrow- 
minded  aldeiroen  ot  the  old  red  sandstone  period 
of  cur  modem  municipal  history.  For,  though 
recent,  it  is  a  long  way  oflT;  the  tunal  result  fol- 
lows. Men  of  character  who  refuse  to  resort  to 
triekery  lor  their  books  make  the  Athenseam 
tbetr  headquarters,  and  are  rarely  seen  In  the 
PoMic  Library.  Men  of  another  stamp  get  tii^ 
potters  or  frieuds  to  take  out  books  for  them. 
Tbe  Intelllirent  ofllcers  and  trustees  ol  the  in- 
■Utution  regret  this  restriction,  and  hwH  tried  to 
bsve  it  practically  repealed  by  giving  ttesnper- 
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I  intendMl  •  oertaia  Utitode  In 
taburtwo  BiDd«^  ftnd  scboltn. 

Bal  this  u  compvatiTely  %  mHior 
de|)t»  nbo  ue  In  ipineatjoeed  neter  t 
in  Boston  or  in  tay  cit  j.    The  coar 
tnd  •npcrlnteDdeaU  oi*iI  emi  Lb 

tttlj  wtUlBg  W  VMk^g  Btretcb  a  p7int ^_ 

fiat  sappotiDg  Xh%t  ft~^^lic  Ilbrar J  wertt  ^  W 
MtftMUbed  in^ew  Tofk^  tboie  u-e  ceji^a  l?3 
ton*  oi  Tiuil  mportaace  to  be  levrnod  tn|p  the 
hUtoiy  of  iJilB  our  BoiCon  iwUtution.        ^ 

Fiiftt  of  all,  »d«ii|i  comtnanitj  needs  »  great 
library,  and  will  iili|n^  §»»  (ruil  it,  sad  CM- 
Dot  afford  to  bewitboat  one.  The  idltnees  and 
fully  acd  ciime  wtiicb  aoeb  a  cIvUMbc  ^gtnof 
ertdicatM  ia iocalcnnble.  Beven  nandred  booka 
a  day ;  forty  tbontu-d  rcideta  I 

Secondtf— li  ia  bttt«r  on  the  whole  to  hiTB 
peoplc^e  librariee  and  acbolara'  iibrariee  In  aep 
(.Tat«lnstitiuiotB  and  under  differeat  mlea,  than 
to  tetk  to  combine  thea.  lew,  owtnar  M  the  ra 
Btiiq^ons  neceaaarliy  oreatnd  by  baring  all  thtnga 
Id  common,  ibe  tfBciency  ot  both  orgtalzkLlona 
iB  diniiniehed.  For  example :  I  once  heard  a 
BcholftT^.tay  that  th«  Pubiie  Uhrary  and  (he 
AtLensenm  reiwesented  the  two  eziremes  ot  ac- 
comoiodaUon— Dune  and  every!  Now,  nt  tiM 
Public  Library  tbere  la  an  mtelilftent  superintend- 
ent, oblUiiDg  and  prompt  attendanta,  and  Um 
most  stately  readin);  nail  in  the  dltft  The 
Aiheceenm  has  no  mirble  floor,  bnt  a  pbdn  pine 
one  tbat  loolu  old,  and  altbunga  clean,  fa  not  quite 
fit  to  take  the  place  of  a  plate.  The  long  tables 
with  tb«  laded  l>aize  covers  hare  nothing  Uht 
the  dainty  look  of  the  separate  black  irnlnnt 
dtcks  and  tables  of  the  Public  Library. 

New  books  eannot  be  had  m  the  pnMIe  li- 
brary until  after  long  and  patient  trl&ls. 
Ntrer  mote  than  thirty  copies  ol  a  popular  book 
are  bourht.  But  it  may  need  two  thousand  to 
snpplT  the  demand '.  Here  la  a  difflcnity  that 
must  be  met  at  the  b^lnnlnt  of  every  enterprise 
ot  the  kind.  I  believe  Mr.  Jewett  decided  it 
wisely.  "  We  caimot  undettake,'*  be  said,  "  and 
we  mnat  not  try,  to  compete  with  the  Mndie  li- 
brary enterprises."  Uiherwise  we  will  never  hive 
a  isatisiactory  library.  Booksellers  can  always  do 
better  than  corporations  in  supplying  the  feverish 
demand  lor  new  books.  Such  books  sell  rapidly, 
and  %i€  asked  tor  constantly  for  a  month— It  re- 
quires an  edittou  u>  supply  the  demand ;  then  they 
are  lor  the  mciiat  part  worthless.  Tais  tf  ui  la 
portent  point  But  it  would  be  less  important  if 
we  dldnot  irtte  same  building  have  to  proyide 
fur  tw«  distinct  claaaee— scholars  proper  and  ths 
pnhi^  arjd  Jt^  Ins  Important  siiu  when  we 
Ifh 


idtt  that  if  is  better  to  supply  this  demand 
lor  new  books  than  le^ve  the  class  who  aak  for 
them  without  readimt.  Tet,  in  the  circumstances 
the  librarians  and  triMlces  here  did  well. 

Again,  II  no  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a 
complete  collection  ot  books,  but  to  make  a  first- 
class  popular  Eoelish  library  only — for  the  people 
excinalvely— more  money  would  t>e  expended  to 
buy  periodicals  and  newspapers,  and  duplicate 
ol  new  publications.  There  is  a  great  demand  tor 
them.  Flmtlly,  there  is  an  nnwlse  prejudice 
against  b«ah  in  public  UbrariM.  Traah  is  ao  lack- 
ing in  nutritive  qualities  ttet  while  It  la  excellent 
meat  f<»  bnbes  toey  soon  e-et  ti  red  of  it,  and  sra- 
Mally  aeek  a  higher  style  ot  literature  which 
other  «ke  they  would  never  havt  read.  From 
II  yw  Braddon  to  Charles  Dickens  there  Is  a  long 
stiide,  and  from  Vestns  to  Fsust  a  longer  ;  bat 
they  are  connected  by  regular  steps.  The  in' 
crcaee  of  circuli^ion  in  the  lower  hall  last  year 
waa  six  per  cent.— in  the  upper  hall,  twenty  six 
per  cent.  ••  This  fact,"  saya  Mr.  Jewett,  ••  Indi- 
cates, I  think,  an  Improvement  in  the  character 
ot  the  clrculMion — that  it  la  tending  strongly 
to  tlM  more  snbetantial  and  nsefol  ci»m  of 
books."  J.  B. 


THE    ROUND    TABLE. 


New   York,   Saturday,   June    16,    1866. 


A  MODEL  LIBRARY. 
rpiIE  Boston  Public  Library  was  designed  to  be, 
and  is  so  administered  as  to  make  it,  thoroughly 
public.  It  comprises  two  halls— the  upi>er,'"^iitain- 
ing  about  100,000  volumes,  being  the  library  proper; 
and  the  lower  hall,  containing  25,000,  being  the  pop- 
ular branch,  A  reading-room  adjoins  the  lower  hall. 
To  all  persons  residing  in  the  city  or  suburbs,  and 
over  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  to  strangers  also,, 
with  some  limitations,  the  lil»rary  is  absolutely  free 
to  use  for  consultation  and  reading  at  will,  and  for 
borrowing  by  the  simple  formula  of  signing  a  card 
with  name  and  residence.  We  can  bear  testimony  to 
the  popular  use  of  the  lower  hall,  having  often  seen 
it,  especially  on  Saturdays,  literally  packed  with  appli- 
cants for  books,  a  very  large  proportion  being  young 
people ;  and  so  great  is  the  desire  of  the  trustees  to  ex- 
tend this  popular  use  that  a  prominent  standing  rule 
is  that  "  Whenever  a  book  wanted  by  any  one  using 
the  library  does  not  belong  to  it,  such  person  is  par- 
ticularly requested  to  enter  the  title  of  the  book  on 
a  card  furnished  for  the  purpose,  to  which  the  per- 
son's name  and  residence  shall  be  added."  The  trus- 
tees regret  that  less  than  three  hundred  requests  & 
year  have  been  made ;  notwithstanding,  they  "  deem 
their  plan  wise  and  liberal,  and  do  not  propose  to 
abandon  it."  The  trustees  suppose  that  the  library, 
begunonly  thirt^m  years  ago,  ''with  very  small  re- 
sources, and  ver^flnodest  hopes,"  and  having  risen 
"froin  a  collection  of  a  few  thousand  volumes  to 
above»a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  and  from  a 
circulation  of  about  seven  thousand  a  year  to  one  of 
about  a  hundred  and  ninety  thousand,"  is  open  more 
hours  in  the  day  and  more  days  in  the  year  than  any 
similar  institution  of  its  size  in  the  world.  "  They 
supi)ose,  too,  that  the  number  of  persons  who  resort 
to  it  is  greater  than  that  resorting  to  any  similar  free 
institution,  even  in  cities  much  larger  than  Boston," 

During  the  year  ending  August,  1805, 5,.324  persons 
signed  the  promise  to  obey  the  rules  and  received 
cards  to  take  out  book«,  making  the  whole  number  of 
MgP<^8jtQ,563.  The  whole  number  of  books  lent  was 
104,C^8P  which  184.256  were  from  the  lower  hall. 
The  ^^1  circulation  shows  an  increase  of  six  per  cent.  I 
from  tfie  previous  year,  while  that  of  the  upper,  of 
Bates  Hall,  increased  twenty-six,  indicating,  as  the 
report  says,  "  an  improvement  in  the  character  of  the 
circulation,  that  it  is  tending  strongly  to  the  more 
useful  cj^sses  of  book<."  The  whole  numl>er  of  read- 
ers ii^fac  reading-room  -  an  exceedingly  attractive 
one.  1^  the  way — was  8:1.301,  of  whom  15,895  were 
femal^rt^The  average  daily  circulation  of  books  was 
70,773,  the  largest  nuinlHT  given  out  in  one  <lay  was 
1,464.  the  day  l>cing  a  ^'rjoy.  The  total  number 
of  lendings  was  a  little  more  tliau  one  for  each  vol- 
ume, the  number  of  volumes  being  only  about  123,- 
0(K);  and,  in  addition,  13,000  volumes  were  ujcd  in 
Bates  Hall  for  consultation,  while  290,050  visits  in  all 
were  made  to  the  library  for  the  purpose  of  reading, 
or  of  consulting,  or  of  taking  home  book  -,  A  tabular 
classification  as  follows  is  given  of  the  books  taken 
from  Bates  Hall  and  used  therein,  there  being  an  in- 
crease over  the  previous  year  in  the  use  of  books  in 
the  departments  of  American  history,  the  fine  arts  and 
the  useful  art«,  and  the  mathematical  and  physical 
sciences : 


CUk^SSiriCATlOX. 

Fine  Arts  and  Useful  Arts.     • 
SogUah  History  and  Literatorc, 


FEBCEHTAflS. 

13 


r^     OLAMIFICATION. 

American  History  and  Literature, 
Theology,  Ethics,  and  Education.      -'H    - 
Mathematical  and  Phyplcal  Sciences,    - 
French  History  and  Literature, 

Periodicals, 

Medicine, 

Natural  History, 

BibliW/aphy. '- 

Gen^l  Hi«tory  and  Literature,    -       -        -        - 

Greek  and  Latin  Claasics. 

German  History  and  Literature,    -       -       -       - 
Oriental  History  and  Literature, 
Transactions  of  Learned  Societies, 
Italian  History  and  Literature, 
Jurisprudence,  Government,  Political  Economy, 
Miscellaneous, 


FEBCKNTAOB. 

10 
8X 

-  -  7X 

6 

-  -         tt 

-  -         4K 

8 
3 
3 

-  -  2)i 

2X 

-  -         2K 
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It  is  impossible  to  read  these  reports  without  rec- 
ognizing and  honoring  the  desire  of  the  managing 
board  that  the  lilirary  shoukl  be  put  to  the  freest  and 
most  general  pul>lic  use.     Not  the  collection  and  con- 
servation of  books,  not  to  acquire  the  largest  library 
or  the  richest  in  the  country,  is  their  aim,  but  to  go 
out  into  the  very  highways  and  hedges  and  compel 
persons  to  come  in  to  their  free  intellectual  feast.     The 
pride  of  the  tnistees  is  juster  than  the  mere  local 
pride  that  often  amuses  great  and  careless  New  York. 
While  congratulating  themselves  that  learned  men 
may  resort  to  the  library  with  profit,  few  libraries  of 
its  size  in  either  hemisphere  being  so  rich  in  «ome 
specialties,  the  chief  pleasure  of  the  trustees  appears 
in  the  following  sentences,  which   Ave   cannot  help 
quoting,  and  the  last  of  which  should  be  noted  for 
its  spirit:    "The  library  was,  as  Mr.  Everett  has  said 
in  a  previous  report,  simply  the  complement  of  our 
common  school  system,  and,  as  such,  was  needed  as 
its  crowning  grace  in  this  city.     Hereafter,  the  sneer 
has  no  weight  here  which  says    that  the  common 
school  system  atfords  a  wide-spread  but  very  super- 
ficial education  to  the  masses,  but  that  real  learning 
is  wholly  neglected  by  it    ...    In  the  free  circu- 
lation of  the  books  in  the  lower  hall  there  ia  no  in- 
stitution, so  far  as  the  undersigned  know,  compar- 
able with  it.     They  cannot  but  feel  regret  that  the 
right  to  receive  benefit  from  the  institution,  so  far 
as  the  direct  action  of  the  city  government  is  con- 
cerned, has  not  been  extended  beyond  our  own  citi- 
zens ;  but  a  margin  of  discretion  in  this  regard  is  per- 
mitted.' 

Now  that  the  Common  Council  of  this  city  have 
the  matter  of  a  free  public  library  under  considera- 
tion, we  hope  they  will  press  it  forward  until  this 
great  and  good  object  is  accomplished.    And  if  self- 
ish motives  must  be  urged,  regenerating  plans  like 
these  are  the  dictum  of  sheer  self-interest,  Tor  the 
question  is  only  another  form  of  the  old  one — choose 
between  paying  for  school-houses  and  paying   for 
prisons.     Commerce   absolutely   depends  upon    the 
fidelity  of  salaried  young  men  ;  and  it  cannot  secure 
that  fidelity  by  merely  paying  them   their  regular 
stipend.     If  they  fall,  they  will  take  their  revenge  by 
dragging  down   thoir   employers ;    and,  M  matters 
now  tend,  the  day  seems  near  when  every  merchant 
must  consider,  in  his  calculation  of  risks,  the  chance 
of  having  a  Jenkins  at  his  own  desk.      When  for- 
geries shall  have  destroyed  all  cnnfidcnce  in  written 
signatures,  business  must  cease  ;  and  the  day  when 
no  trust  can  l>e  reposed  in  salaried  assistants  will  see 
Uic  ruin  of  commerce. 
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Mr.  George  Ticknoh. — This  individual,  wlio  ^ 

by  some  persons,  and  iloubtlcus  by  himself,  is  ro- 
'  jjarded  as  leading  the  intellectual  and  social  life 
of  Boston,  did  us  the  unexpected  honor,  the  other 
afternoon,  at  a  festival  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
met  to  welcome  the  city's  guest,  to  announce  in 
a  loud  voice  and  with  much  excitability  of  man- 
ner that  we  had  driven  him  from  tiie  presidency 
of  the  Public  Library,  and,  with  this  year's  ser- 
vice, fiom  the  Lil)rary  itself.  We  were  not  before 
aware  that  The  CoinmonwntUh  was  so  potent  for  in- 
fluence ;  but  we  gladly  accept  the  fact  from  so  un- 
questioned  an  authority  if  the  audaeious  young 
Frenchuiiui  who  wrote  the  account  of  his  inter- 
view*wira4ljis  individual  for  the  Revue  den  Deux 
J/ow/m  (and  which  we,  of  all  the  Boston  journals, 
we  believe,  had  the  courage  to  translate  and  print 
in  full,)  will  allow  us  to  take  this  distinction  from 
himself.  Wliat  Mr.  Ticknor's  private  griefs  may 
be,  we  care  very  little  about  knowing;  and  wheth- 
er he  stays  in  or  goes  out  of  the  Public  Library 
directory,  the  general  community  will,  probably, 
show  a  like  indifference,  liut  we  venture  the  re- 
mark that  no  individual  leads  the  society  of  Bos- 
ton who  is  guilty  of  obtruding  personal  vindic- 
tiveness  upon  a  festive  occasion  where  gentlemen 
of  all  opinions  are  welcomed,  which  loilies  of  re- 
finement adorn,  and  whicli  has  for  its  object  the 
bestowal  of  a  compliment  upon  a  distinguished 
guest  famed  no  less  for  his  nice  sense  of  propriety 
on  all  occasions  thnn  for  a  genius  which  has  made 
the  military  history  of  his  country  illustrious. 

THU^DAY    E^IMNG,  SJEPT.  ti?,    i»Ofl- 

OMof  the  morning^pers  has  an  fdltMid,  fon- 
dpmoatory  of  a  rcKulitlon  lately  Intrt^wd.  in  i^ 
gj»rd  to  the  ase  of  raadiDK-room  lit«ratar«.  Did  the 
Writer  know,  or  knoviof .  did  be  pmtoeely  conceal 
the  reaioa  or  oeeeasity  which  compelled  the  Tnuteee 
to  iDUofltee  this  regulation?  Was  be  aw«i«tta*t 
rMdlB^awd  theae  papera,  BaeasJaM  aad  rMMra 

grj  aaach  as  editors  use  inch  joomalf,  by  cllpphiif, 
fMinr,  V.  even  carrying  off  entire  nambers,  ae 
•t  aiitcd  the  conrenience  of  saeb  deteatable  pilftr- 
'  er»  '  Tet,  it  w«a  «ven  so.  and  was  borne  antil  eodnr- 
ahce  ceased  longer  to  be  a  ▼Irtue.  when  to  protect  the 
periodical  reading',  once  upon  the  tabfe,  for  (be  "na« 
of  the  people,"—"  book  woraaa"  onto/  the  qMettoa-. 
—the  prMent  rule  t)9fBam«  abaolotely  oaceuary,  and 
with  alt  iu  incoaven1«nc«a,  la  bmm  tkan  vb«  ^tmm 
slate  of  depredation. 

"  Bvet  the  Encyclopjedlai  and  other  books  of  refer- 
ence, kept  lor  the  uae  of  the  readers,  hare  also  been 
nlipped  fh>ni  by  those  wLo  were  too  laay  to  copy 
what  tbey  wanted  to  nse  or  to  carry  away.  The  pwe- 
ebt  lneonTeni«n<>e,  complained  of,  can  only  be  re- 
aoTed  when  the  occasion  for  its  adoption  shall  cease. 


i    l_  4XMa  DOtH'«  cau  bu  uken  ot  •r.uu>  moua  commuuicaUoua. 

I  ^'mntt  iUM|r  ttie  u&niM  tui4  addresMd  of  our  correiipoiitl- 
•4t)ts  4V*  *■  gWTiiiity  ot  their  good  faiUi.  W«  caoiutt  nutler- 
.ta%|o  (eturii  commaulcaUoiia  that  an  im^  yxkiX 

'—-~^c        ---     -  —  — ---^      -rjf;.  \tz^--^ 

'^'1^  ul'«rj|c(kl  differc^pe  bet#eeii^|IJMaoldicrH' 

convention  !\t  (  levciand  and  tlmt)-iM)S» .  in  setJ- 

sion  af1Pitt4>i»i"g  ia  very  gratifyio]g5;  although 

it  wa^  tof  fiare  l>ccu  expected.      Cleveland   le- 

oeived  the  ii^iall  band  wf  military  adherentw  to 

Mr.  Johnaon's  j»arty  with  a  stolid  'indiflferencc 

hardeHW^t^ar  than  open  opposition;  Pittiiburg 

greets  "tue«6ci  III  I  oonvention   of  soldiers   Mjith 

open  armay^d  the  city  at  night  is  one  bUu&e  of 

weleomfP  /t  Cleveland,  the  delegates  shivered 

in    spiflit    in     \t     partly     fil|ed     tent  ;     at 

PittsDurg,  tbe.crii^yrdeil  ctmvention  glows  with 

enlhusiasm.     These  two  gatherings  are  typical 

jOf  the  genral  ieeling  auufe'g  thoec  .thronghout 

jfche  loyal  States,  who  have  served  it<  the  army. 

Itlthough  we  believe   the  strength  oF  the  army 

^ote  infaWi2f-<l^cpoli<u||||§;  (  ougict^siU  thus 

only  partroW^oreshaddlljiP''    *^a^^'*^|r' 

Tho  officers  oi  the  regq|5^  army  fia^^e  l)een 
adviHcd  liy  ^neral  Grant-n^t    to  meddle  with 
politics  ;  tiie  advice   ifi   perhajm  go«xl,  and    we 
will  kiivc*  thorn  out  of  the  quewtiou.    There  can 
certainly  he  no  such  reason  whj^  ojficenij^  men 
who   haroyheen   iDUste^)M6u#>4of  th^vrvice 
should^not  lollow  Mk  ir  IftclfnationK  In  ^I^b  ro- 
spect.  -Itie  ilikft Jl  •  <> I '  1  -*  proper   thai  those 
army  meirqrho  took  au  active  part  ij^olitics 
■!>eforo  they  went    Ui  the  war  .^should  now  take 
a  deeper  interest  than  ever  in  the  issues  of  the 
campaij;n,  Bwce  they  involve  the  dcopost  inter- 
ests of  the  country, — its  honor  and  ite  safety, 
not  merely    its   financial    pro8[)erity.     But  it 
must  he  remembered  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
Boldkm  have  hithcrtoilaken  only  what  may  Ikj 
callfea*^    passive    interest    in    politics, — they 
discuBged  questions  of  public  policy  in    private 
and  not  on  tho^fdfltrum,  and  when  elQction  day 
came  they  went  t*^)  the  polls  and.  hacked   their 
opinions  hy  their  votes.     These   men   listened 
<|uictly  at  first  to  the   sophistry  of  4ha  opposi-  \ 
tion,  amused  and  unconvinced,  but  ^ite  other 
emotions    Were    cxcitetl     by    ^he    remarkable 
Hfccchci  of  the    Executive  during  his   recent 
journey.     Mr.    Johnson  will    presently  under- 
stand to  his  sorrow  that  he   has   not   made   a 
favorahte  impression  on  the  ex-members  of  the 
I'nion'fl^y. 

It  haij^  always  Uten  a  favorite  theory  with 
thost!  JjBopjxised  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
tliat  if  (he  soldiers  on  both  sideymUd  in  8<jme 
way  b6'^rought  together  il^B^Hj^m,  they 
would  t^ee  to  a  plan  by^^HB^^fighting 
mighrtic  ended.  Now  that '  t!^_yr  is  over, 
these  same  persons,  with  the  ola  idea  still 
ringing  in  their  heads,  urge  that  the  question 
of  reconftruction  shall  be  8ubmittcd  to  the 
surviyora  of  b<jth  armies.  The  plan  is  singularly 
imprac£ica>)le,  1)ut  we  should  have  little  fear 
of  tho*r^ult  if  it  coul.i  be  carried  out.  Thos*' 
who  '^te  blue  uniforms  could  not  well  propose 
mere  hftijont  terms  for  their  late  enemic-e  than 
thu«e7lo  be  found  in  the  amendment  to  tbo 
Co^ilutlon  adopted  by  Coi^rewr^bile  the 
intelligent  among  thf  soldiers  iu  gray  oould 
hardly  deny  that  they  were  well  ofted  by 
having  imposed  upon  them  such  conditions  of 
a  renewal  of  the  political  privilc^ii  ."which 
they  had  thrown  away. 


converj 

the  eirebt  til. it  thr>  magazinCH 
now  onl^  to   be   luul  I 
the  details  of  whicn 


st^H|rwjth  a 
vnly  virtiblo'i 
htiJh  prohibit*/ 

^ftatuijACiit   to 

rcvIcWH    are 

a  lorihal  application, 

ui'    mluutfly  described. 


Visitors  to  the  Public  Library  Since  the  an- 
nual fludimer  rectus  have  liccn  Burprii»c<l  at  an 
lnnoTati(to  which  has  been  very  quietly  made 
ia  the  readingfoom  of  the    lower  story.     In- 


And  ad^lpb  natural a'ctiult  oLjthiH.ncw  system, 
insv^d    of  the    intcrotcd    throng  of  jH-ople 
i>^    t)^th    (tCwn    ami    all     ages     and,  classes 
in      cjmfortablo      attitudes      devourin;^     the 
lit^ra|BW7)l'  the  day;  which   need  to  hemlways 
assembled  in  t^i§|part  of  the  library,  the  looe- 
Jiness.  ^li  the   apartment   is    ({uite  oppressive, 
nnd   ft^pbmatcf?  ■vfljtUd  Ijcjlyi^dly  numerous 
^uSTJ^h  to  play '-ii^^H   in   thff^'corncr,"  if  the 
rul^  of  the  institution  [>ermitted  such  a  diver- 
sion to  folld^'  tliu  numtal  refreshment  for  which 
it  is  desigoed.  :^ 

Wc  tftlflt  tiic  anthops  of  this  i^ii^s>^  ^^W- 
cy  havl*8dopted  it,  as  Pfcsident  tlo^ion  said 
he4i4  '^^  method  of  reconstruction,  simply  as 
an  €^6ritucnt;  and  that  when   Its   ill   results 
are  fully  demonstrattjd,  they  will,  unlike   him, 
gracefully  and  promptly  abandon  it. «.  It8  con- 
Hcr^umces   are   already  apparent,  In  £Be  deco- 
rous abeenoe  of  dog's-oars  or  any/marks  of  use 
on  the  various  j)criiMjicals  whichJ3i6>ci|^.*pro- 
videe  for  the  insCTocwon  and  amusement  of  its 
people,   and   in^Ut9  c(jmparativc  desertion  of 
what  has  hitheaijl^cen  the   mosb'  {Mipllklar  de- 
partm^t  (Jf  tll8*T*ublic    liibrary.     The  con- 
.  necnon  lH*twecn|oauBC  and  effect  is  not  difficult 
to   hnd.      The^ieitorH   to   the   reading   room 
generally   ha^tt'only   a   sJiort   time,  suatched 
froaa  the  occupations  of  the'^ay,  to  spend  there. 
They,Como,  not  to  read  any  special  publication, 
but   to   discover  some  interesting  article,  or  to 
extradt     w)me     valuable     information,    in     a 
general   suivey   of  all.     Five   minutcfl   would 
suiiice     for     tli»     reading    of     one     of    Mr. 
Curtia's  spiritiMl    politi«!al    essays   in  Harper's 
Weekly,    or   f<M"  a    smiling   glance   over   the 
hits     at     modern     society    in     the    pi'-turca 
of  Punch.     The  visitor  ban,  previous  to  enter- 
ing, no  knowledge  which  of  the  Knglislimo'.th- 
lies  contains  the  pleasant   story  iu   which   lie 
seeks  relaxation,  and  which  has  not   been  pre- 
sented to  him  in  advance  by  the   enterprise   of 
Every   Saturday.      if    he   can    ramhfit among 
them  like  a  bee  ymk  flower  garden,  aiuRinding 
no  article  on  any  suMk^t  on  which  he    'x€  inter 


5h  Review  turn  readily  to 
of  the  Comhill  oelJCcmplc 
Ills  stay,  is  1)cncfitcd  ^Eld  1*6- 
QOVCiGH  again  on  the  first  op|Mjrtu- 
But  if  on  the  contrary  he  is  obliged  to 
select  ^forcliand  the  sio^«^magaziuc 'Mo  which 
hewilldevitc  his  attention,  and  to  give  security 
in  Ae  shape  of  a  formal  written  guaranty 
wifchnftme  and  residence,  title  ami  date  in  full, 
he  is  very  apt,  with  the  abhorrence  of  bother 
whicii  is  the  inheritance  f^^ff^  of  hutttanity, 
to  decide  that  the  game  ilSNit  worth  the  can- 
dle, and  after  one  or  two  *dti^reealjle  experi- 
ments, fo  Btay  a'way  from  the  libriry  alt«i 
gcther. 

j^*(>f  <»ursc  there  is  a  reason  for  the  refwm.' 
^  is  prompted  by  a  desiro  lo  prcacrve  the 
liBrishabic  pamphlets  frrmt  \om  and  ihm  wear 
and  tear  of  indiMriminate  reading.  Never- 
theless the  lesson  of  general  olwiervation  is  that 
the  magazines  and  weeklies  in  the  reading 
room  have  been  uncommonly  well  used,  and 
that  perscHia  naturally  c«relow  will  beware  of 
■oiling  a  book  which  bclai^  to  the  public,  as 
of  trespaMing  upon  the  tvwer  beds  of  the 
Public  Garden,  from  the  tastincts  of  publie 
spirit.  At  leaat,  the  Public  Library  of  tf»i« 
city  behmgs  to  the  people,  and  nd  to  book 
worms  altxie,  avd  any  change  tending  to 
destsey  this  characteristic  should,  in  oar  opin- 
ion, be  avoided. 


_/,. 


The  Public  Lilbrurj'. 

Mtf m-g.  Edidnt, -V»r1y  yi'an  havinpr  passed  since 
fhe  writer  came  ^0  tlilicily,  on  looking  back  he  can 
rerreive  that  mtny  fki4  Kreat  chan«<>s  havf  taken 
iitocc,  and  also  tim:  liiMt  hnproi*nient*  Iwve  been 
niadesiucehe  came  Ij^e.  Homo,  of  theso  Improv"- 
ij.faV  'juvf  bwu  lUe  iutroductkiu  of  water,  {Vot  wbicli 
bin  vote  wiH  given  on  two  occus'loni>,)  the  Uitnyrtuction 
of  iras  for  liKhfinit JjulldlnK-s  and  strfft*,  tlw  uan  ot  the 
jit«'Bin  iKJwtr  proos  ti>r  printiujr,  tti>>  Htcana  raiirond 
car,  the  tcln»?raph,  hori-p  rail  caw,  sowin*  macliino:', 
and  the  et-tiiblinlimciit  of  iho  I'cee  I'aWic  Library. 
Tie  laat  uaiiird  id  an  institiiiion  of  which  tiip  citizeu^ 
ol  llostooniay  jjsily  bv  proud,  as  the  wafer  from  Lake 
(ccbttuaip  ia  aprcat  blfs^in<»  to  this  communitv  and 
will  te  in  ibe  'uinre  Hfill  prcater,  so  tU?  t'ublic  i^ibrary 
iadPM^nfcillo  Ix' and  olr»>ady  is  «■  ert«t  WpfisiiiR.  At 
this  place  may  bt>  fuund  books  in  all  Xun^imsc;',  and  on 
all  aubjecis,  ho  that  no  citlz<m  Ui-ed  want  for  a  book 
that  will  ;{ivG  him  valuable  inlonnatirn.  In  this 
M/?o»irffcf^</«'»/"«' depository  are  sohm"  rare  and  curi- 
ous works,  but  f^encra  11  v  th«  books  ar^  dosijrned  for 
prac.ical  nse,  lor  the  etudcnt  m<l  the  peueral  reader, 
mid  «he  crownina  glory  ol  nil  is  that  the  ijoor  :  -  well 
RS  tho  v*efilfhy  are  permitted  the  free  oao  of  t!i/  trea- 
f-urej.  ^'-     • 
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The  Trostees  of  the  Public  Libnuy 


auged  oompfained  ot  in  tOe||HM|ments  of 
iiig  room   were  not  "very  '{ufeu^  Ihade  dur- 
tLe  annual  recu«s."     Nu  viattur  cuuld  havd  cause 
surprijo  in  this  regard  if  b0jl)ad  beoa^ia  the  room 
tiace  early  in  December,  l-^Oo;  fur  luj  iahovaCion  has 
been  oiado  since  that  dute.  n 

;  Theefl'ecl  of  the  ctiangea  then  iutrooiicod  haa  been 
very  ditfereut  from  jwhat  the  ^j^^iter  '^^ema  to  suppose. 
Wo  iQ^rn,  pa  iuiiuirji  that  tb'^  use  of  the  reading 
room  baa  Qut' Utifiiaished/ t>ut  iauruased,  since  they 
were  made,  instead  of  tho  "oppressive  loneliness," 
the  insuQietedii^  in  the  number  of  viaitors  for  a  game 
of  "(luss  in  the  corner,"  it  has  happened  at  times, 
even  siuco  the  last  annual  recess — and  this  very  week 
— thatuli  the  chairs  in  the  ruom,  a,  full  hundred  in 
number,  have  been  filled  at  the  same  mdineat  by 
quiet  readers,  ajipareiitly  intent  upon  a  proper  use  of 
the  privileges  there  SO  Hberalljfjurnistted  to  them. 

•Ttie  w/iter -id  (^<yeci  iu  ill*  «a|<(io(>ilioa  that  there 
was  reason  for  returm.  The  periudicali,  in  spite  of 
all  methods  taken  to  preserve  them,  were  stolen  and 
mutilated  to  such  aa  extent  that  it  became  quite  im- 
possible to  make  up  complete  sets  of  popular  journals 
for  binding.  A  f'tw  uaiecrupulous  people  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  which  the  free  access 
to  tbe  pniodicals  alfoidcd  to  take  them  away  and  not 
ret'J^^tutu  or  to  render  them  useless  by  mutilations, 
•o  that^ne  many  were  deprived  of  the  privileges  in- 
leLilj^dTor  them.  To  break  up  this  monopoly  of  the 
unworthy,  to  secure  the  rights  of  all  honest  citizens 
ia  the  library,  it  became  the  imperative  duty  of  the  ' 
trustees  to  adopt  some  new  and  restrictive  measu:'bs. 
We  are  assured  at  tlie  library  that   these   have   been 


HiKOB  ItkxB  , 

nearly  a  year  ago  made  some  necessary  cliaugesHn  tho 
Reading  Room  of  the  Public  Library,  for  the  convent 
ence  of  those  who  visit  that  place  for  the  piur)>OBe  of    received  by  the  frequenters  of  the   reading  room  and 


reading.  Tljoee  who  go  there  to  lounge  are  slightly  In- 
convenienced, but  tho  valuable  periodicals  are  not 
st(>1en  under  the  new  regulations.  It  appears  to  us 
that  the  jxrusal  of  the  magazines,  etc.,  by  iTier<^ly  ask- 
iiig  for  tbe^p,  is  an  eany  way  of  securing  .suoli  privilfgc^. 


=1 


CCTOBER      2,"     1866. 


The  PuWiCjIiibrary  Reading  Room. 

T3QBT0N,  SepF.  a^liBOe. 
To  tht  E4itor$  of  the  Botlon  Daila  Advertiser  :i,— 

Favor  me  wi.h  space  enough  to  state  my  view  of 
the  article  in  your  paper  of  yesterday  and  the  note  of 
today  in  regard  to  tho  i'ublio  Library. 

The  "innovation  in  the  reading  room,"  which  has 
caused  so  much  surprise,  was  made,  with  library  open, 
in  Nuveuiber,  1865.  It  was  made  for  the  protection 
of  visitors,  brought  order  out  of  chaos  at  onoe,  and 
did  not  oaudo  a  "diminution  of  the  interested  throng 
"assembled  In  this  part  of  the  library.*  The  "reform" 
was  upheld  by  reafoos  stronger  than  a  "desire  to  pre- 
"serve  {wirisbable  pamphlets  from  wear  and  tear,"  and 
t)ie  ekperieoce  of  ten  mouths  enables  me  to  say  that, 
in  every  point  of  view,  it  has  been  good  for  the  pub- 
lic and  good  for  the  library.  I  have  yet  to  see  one 
who  oomes  often,  and  comes  to  read,  willing  to  ask 
for  tho  restoration  of  the  "long  tables  thickly  strewn 
"with  a  tempting  array  of  periodic  ils." 

I  do  not  he.-iuto  to  say  that  the  statement  of  your 
correspondent  in  regard  to  "lighting  the  reading 
"ruum"  is  entirely  overdrawn.  I  would  not  allow  an 
"unavailable"  ftue  minulei  "of  obscurity"  to  go  un- 
challenged; and  1  cannot  see  how  a  purpose  fur  gnol 
can  display  a  private  grievanM  in  a  public  print,  and 
load  the  c/mmuuity  to  believe  in  neglect  of  duty 
sufficient  to  justify  a  public  complaint. 
Hespootfully  yours, 

KuwARD  CAPRif,  Librarian. 


^^^^^  BosTos^f^pt.  27. 

In  10^  ^^|B^  Daily' Advertvier : — 

The  wrttar,  wi^^w  for  umiy  years  depended 
inaioly  u^ion  tho  privikgoj  aQonled  by  our  Public 
labfiry  fer  akttewlcdi<t%f  the  poriodioal  literature 
of  the  ii:iy,  de*ires  to  t       '  >vlitors  of  the  Adver- 

tiser for  their  article  this  inoroing,  condemning ^'tho 
change  ot  policy,  or  experimeut,  if  it  is  such,  in  de- 
livering paper*  and  magaiines. 

T«  bis  own  knowledge,  large  numbers  who  have 
till  recently  made  the  reading  room  their  favorite 
retort,  have  now  abandoned  it;  and  it  is  hop^  that 
your  paper  and  others  will  oMitinue  their  objeotions 
to  the  present  lysUia  till  tho  authorities  shall  b« 
Bade  to  see  the  mtfch  0raater  advantages  of  the 
former  one,  i       '^  i^ 

T^tht  RdktTiofthe  Uoston  Dailj/'AdvertUer: — 


by  all  others  who  have  taken  the  trouble  (o  inform 
themselves  on  the  subject,  not  only  without  complaint, 
but  with  tro<^[ueut  and  strong  expressions  of  auroral. 

J  JIatbs,' 

■•  ;       i;^    ;  ■«,  Sq,t.  -7,  ihotS 

To  the  Kditors  of  th'  Botton  Daillf  Advertiser  :— 

Allow  nje  to  thank  you  for  the  space  given  to  the 
I'ublic  Library  in  this  morning's  paper.  A  word  ol 
judicious  censure  is  occasionally  (luite  as  valuable  a« 
indiscriminate  praise,  and  ^0",  Anong  our  valuable 
liustou  institutions,  needs  careful  looking  after,  lest 
it  be  diverted  in  practice  f-^fiOL  the  purpose  intended 
by  it  founders.  ' 

The  worthy  gentlemen  having  in  trust  this  branch 
of  the  public  interest  are  in  danger  of  losing  sight  o( 
the  ijreiUyublic,  of  which  the  scholarly  Jeio  form  only 
a  part,  and  the  multitude  of  tiiose  who  frequent 
the  library  for  reading  and  to  obtain  books 
most  feel  truly  gralelul  for  the  fin^  clause  of 
your  remarks.  The  people  who-  jfVe'  expected 
to  furnish  the  needful  $;itf,OCO  (see*  auditor's  report 
of  18ri5-G)  and  who  do  cheerfully  sustain  the  city 
ioUituti^ns,  have  a  right  to  demand  what  they  pay 
tor,  in  this  case,  consisting  inaa  prompt  attendan'M  and 
as  good  fiicilitiei  for  obtaining  their  desires  as  can 
possibly  be    furnis^fi;     and  any    iqnoyatioti    which 

oU^l^n^^PvRi^  that  all  our  city  instltutbnsehall 
redound  to  Ibe  uprightness  as  well  as  the  advanCf m*  "t 
of  every  ^.-  j: ;-!    ma.x. 

To  some  extent  the  above  corTiuunieatiotis^may  be 
accepted  as  answering  and  balanciog  each  other.  All 
will  rejoice  to  know  that  the  pal>li9  interest  in  the 
Public  Library  is  incre,uing,  altjigugh  it  will  hardly 
be  seriously  argued  that  a  change  which  has  made 
the  i»oriodi(ais  in  the  reading  room  lest  accessible 
has  resulted  in  making  that  department  more  fre- 
quented tbaj|  before.  As  long  as  human  nature  i«  I 
what  it  is,  there  will  be  an  instinctive  atersion  to 
employing  a  fortnal  application  in  obtaining  material 
for  five  minutea'  rattdnng,  like  that  which  ha;  been 
ozprwaai  in  our  oolumni  editorially  and  by  corres- 
poo^l^n;  and  the  inconvenience  is  especially  fnit 
when  readers  seek  only  something  intere«ting,  with- 
out knowing  beforehand  in  what  par^Mlar  pariodi- 
eal  the  needed  refre.-<itmcnt  or  iaforaSUon  i^  to  be 
found.  (If  aour<tu  if  toe  boorishness  ^^iki,  few  can- 
not otherwise  be  restrained,  the,  man/  niiut  suffer 
frutlt  it  in  this  a^  in  other  matters;  bat  we  hope 
that  in  sheeting  their  remedy  for  such  an  evil  the 
managers  of  tha  Public  Library  do  not  fbrnt  that 
one  of  its  great  attraction*  has  been  its  freraom  from 
harassing  rale-<  and  regulations  such  a^  are  ryerteJ 
to  have  m.aio  tho  Astir  Library  in    New  York  (>(acti- 


BOSTON  HERALD. 
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▲a  aAimatedndlBcu^^  l^jljMb^lr^tDg  on  j 
r«iteUy  In  regard,  tadtvhwge.iaafe  «n  lh»!  ' 
niaiuiigement  of  one  department  of  the  Public  i 
Lfbnlff,  and  aa  it^s  a1SubJectofgre|tljpWii^(M.cr- 
est  to  the  cltl«ei»*^jt>f  Boston,  !wc^  H^nllglo  be 
otir^Mty  to  caM  attention,  at  least,  to  the?fla<»8. 
Fomerly  ii  long  table  in  the  rea«Ung>  Toom 
wad  i^lrtwn. with  the  current  periodical  publi- 
caU^ioB,  and  a  visitor  could  quietly  look-Dver 
adoxeant  them,  if  be  plea^d,  dorlng-a  hal ' 
hour  snatched  from  bueinees^to  devote  to  this 
purpose.      Cgmplaint    was    outde    tiiat    the 
pampbletewere  mutUatwl  and  stolen,  and  last 
Derember  a  cbaojrdwnH  made  to  guard  ivgainst 
this  evil.    The  perl<«f;ah)  wore  removed  fhjm 
the  public  room,  and  to  get  at  one  of  them 
now  it  is  neceBsary  to  go  throngh  the  »!ame 
tormnla  as  to  take  put ■»  Ufx^^ >"oif.<ioui- 
plainl  ia  made  that  theuusefialijesa  of  this  de- 
partment of  the  Library  Is^ery  much  im- 
p'tred  by  this  arrangement,  und  that  a  great 
many  who  formerly  used  to  derive  pleasure  and 
piofitftom  abrief  vititto  ^he  reading  room, 
are  debarred  ft-om  going  there  by  the  red- 
tape  rigmarole  they  are  obliged  to  go  througli 
to  get  at  a  book  wMrh  fhey  may  not  want  to 
read  after  they  have  obtained  podsosslon  of  It. 
There  are  two  classes  of  people  who  patroa' 
ize  the  Public  Library— a  very  small  class  of 
book-worms,  who  cap  spend  a  good  deUl  of 
time  among  the  boots",  &x\h  a  much   larger 
claes  who  ran  onijr.nyihfr  hurried  visits,  and 
who  want  the  privilege  of  ranging  over  a  wide 
field  at  will.    The  bookworms,  as  a  class, 
would  like  to  see  the  whole  library  devoted  to 
theh:  BoIe  use,  and  the  mnnutrement  has  more 
than  once  shown   an   mclinatlon  to  conduct 
this  great  popular  establishment  on  narrow 
and  exclusive  principles.    We  have  alwuys 
demanded,  and  still  demand,  on  behalf  of  the 
people,  the  accommodation  of  the  largest  pos- 
sible   number.    We    know    of  no    value     In 
book*   except   their  ut^e,  and  it  la  far  belter 
that  the  whole  library  should  be  worn  out  by 
use  than  kept  ever  8«!  securely  out   of  the 
reach  of  the  people.    We  are  in  flavor  of  hav- 
ing the  library  kept  open  on  Sundays,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  large  class  who  hare 
no  time  to  visit  it  on   week  days,  but  if  we 
cannot  have  that  sensible  reform  at  present, 
let  ut,  at  laast,  make  the  most  ol  the  six  davs 
of  the  week.    The  Ulk  of  muUlatlon  and  theft 
ofbook-i  is  very   weak  twaddle.     One  or  two 
attendants  would   effectually  guard    against 
that  danger.     Not  one  person  in  a  thousand 
would  mutilate  a  book,  and  as  fbr  steahng— 
well,  among  the  books  raisxed  f^om  the  library 
of  tbe  Athenirnm,  thfologic-al  xtork»  pre'lomi- 
nate  I    The  same  public  spirit  which  keeps 
people  from  stealmg  flowers  in    the  Public 
Garden  would  keep  them  fr-»m  defacing  books 
In  the  PublK  LUirary.     W^e  hare  not  heard 
yet  of  any  s<'hume  to  close  the  walkn  of  the 
Garden  to  all,  only  letting  hi  a  person  after 
registeation. 


The  article  respecting  tae   reading  room   of    the     oally  ioaoocsslbla    to    the   great   inasj   of  the  people. 
Public   Library,  which   appeared  in   your  paper   this     Of  cmrse  any  tendency  to  encroaoh   upon  this  liberty 
horning,  is  80  evidently  founded  upon  misapprehen-      should  l>e  carefully  gttfcfdcd   against  and,  if   powible, 
•ion  that  a  few  words  of  correction  may  be  proper.        j  avoided.— [Ens. 


TiiK  Boston  Public  Library  was  instituted  thirteen  years  ago  in  an 
luunble  way,  and  now  possesses  more  than  120,000  vohimes.     Its  circn 
hition  lias  expanded  fnnn  7,000  to  195,000  per  annum,  averaging,  for  the 
past  yjeav  of  375  days,  700  per  diem.     Tlie  ample  freedom  of  the  read 
ing-room  and  library  has  been  abused  by  the  unscrupulous,  who  havr 
(lefaeed,  niutilatcd,  or  stolen  many  books  and  periodicals,  so  that  legis 
Nation  is  needed  to  counteract  this  evil,  in  its  nature  exceedingly  dith 
eult  to  reach.     After  all,  the  losses  which  arise  from  this  cause  are  tri 
flinf  in  comparison  with  the  immense;  advantages  of  the  institution 
itself  to  whose  existence  and  liberalinanagement  we  attribute  in  fair 
measure  the  political  regeneration  of  the  city  which  clierishes  it,  since 
*\ve  arc  not  awnre  that  the  native  population,  hitherto  driven  to   the 
suburbs  for  homes,  have  begun  to  overcome  the   numerical   preponder- 
ance of  the  foreign.     Tij^Publio  Library  also  tends  powerfully  to  pre- 
serve the  homogeneouswIiB  of  Boston,  to  which  contracted  limits  are 
in  themselves  favorable.     New  York  is  sadly  in  need  of  such  a  resort 
for  all  classes  of  her  citizens.     The  Astor  Library  is  not  for  the  people. 

Its  books  do  not  circulate,  and  it  i«  closed  after  dark.   If  any  one  of  Ojir 

I "  '   .        — — — ^-^— — — ^— 

millionaires  contemplates  founding  a  anivenity,  w«  entreat  him  to  do 
better  and  give  this  metropolis  a  fp«e  library. 
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King  of  Prussia,  who  a  few  )r^ek8  ago  ha^o  right  in  liesjje,  to- 
day a  dinh^  right  to  rule  jt:''  The  Dovyi^er-(iueen  sayrno,  bufe 
if  not,  what  ^ves  him,,^  right  iH  ^<feeu,  or  indeed  anywhere, 
excepc  perhapshi, NuK'iuberg ?  Ij-'ls  on  the  transpilssion  of  the 
right  rather  than  ^Othe  existei^ee  of  the  power  that  the  theory 
is°illogical,  an^'it  Hi  for  this  reason  "fcfcat  i*  will  probably  die 
sooner  than  th6  precisety^iilar  belief  in  the  priesthood.  U  has 
been  a  uae^l  idea  in  Jc^^lay,  having  »ext  %^o  the  invention  of 
gunpowder  been  the/great Ni^lvent  of  feudalisiji,  but  its  utility 
seemsto  be  prettv^arly  paese^^away,  though  the  world  is  still 
looking  abroad  y^ry  eagerly  for  <■«£  thought  or  a  faith  which  shall 
allow  a  strona/exccutive  to  exist  without  a  perpetual  recurrence  to 


THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM  LIBRARY. 

THE  Library  of  the  British  Museum  has  during  the  last  thirty 
years  gained  so  commanding  a  position  as  not  merely  a 
worthy  national  collection,  but  as  a  universal  hbrary,  that  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Watts,  previously  the  second  officer  (officially 
"  Assistant- Keeper  of   the   Printed  Books"),   to  the   Principal 
"  Koepership,"  which  we  announced  last  week,  may  be  regarded 
as  an  event  interesting  to  the  world  of  letters,  foreign  as  well  as 
Englisli.     The  Trustees  indeed  have  reason  to  be  proud  that  oa 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Panizzi,  the  Principal  Librarian  (or,  mora 
properly,  Goveruor  of  the  entire  institution,  including  besides  the 
Library   the   vaiious  departments  of  natural  history,  antiquity, 
&c.),  no  one  could  be  found  better  qualified  to  succeed  him  tliaa 
Mr.  J.  Winter  Jones,  previously  Keeper  of  the  Printed  Books;  and 
again,  that  on  Mr.  Jones'  promotion  the  officer  next  in  rank  was 
aVntleman  marked  out  by  character,  attainments,  and  previous 
experience  as  specially  fitted,  perhaps  above  any  literary  maa 
living,  for  the  direction  of  a  library.     They  may  indeed  consider 
themselves  fortunate  to  have  ret^ned  Mr.  Watts'  services  through 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  subordinate  labour,  till  it 
could  now  receive  its  appropriate  consummation.     Nothing  but 
the  most  untiring  zeal  for  the  formation  of  a  truly  great  library, 
with  a  modest  renunciation  of  literary  distinction  such  as  Mr. 
Watts  was  well  fitted  to  attain,  could  have  kept  him  attached  so 
long   and  so   comparatively  obscurely   to   the   P>ritisU  Museum 
Library. 

Tiie  librarian's  career  is  indeed  an  obscure  one.  lie  who  accepta 
the  charge  of  the  books  of  others  rarely  has  the  opportunity  of 
producing  any  him^df .     He  soon  finds  himself  so  engrossed  by  the 
cares  of  preserving,  arranging,  and  cataloguing,  that  little  time  (» 
spirit  is  left  him  t^  pursue  independent  studiefi  of  his  own.     If 
he  has  opportiuiities  such  as  occur  to  few  others  of  obtaining  a 
general  survey  of  all  that  has  been  said  on  subjects  tt»at  interest 
him,  this  will  in  most  cases  show  him,  to  his  terror,  the  vast 
mass   of    reading  that  ought  to  precede    »ny    origiaal    effort, 
an«l  rather  paralyse  than  stimulate  his  powers.     If  he  writes,  he 
will  generally  either  attach    himself  in   the   modest  capacity  of 
editor  to  some  ancient  author  whose  r  ire  works  deserve  to  be  dis- 
interre<],  or  select  some  small  and  we)'  defined  topic  for  the  8ul> 
ject  of  an  essay  or  monograph.     Wic.^ut   travelling  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  British  Musouu*  Library,  we  find   conspicuous  aud 
scholarly  examples  of  the  first  from  the  pens  of  Sir  H.  Ellis,  Sir 
F.   Maddel^   Messrs.   J.    W.   Jones,  Bond,    Major,   and    many 
others  ;  and  of  the  latter  from  Uev.  11.  Garuett,  Messrs.  Watta, 
Rye,   and  others.     Yet   the  obscurity   of    the  Ubrariaai  is  not 
necessarily,  nor  generally,  due  to  dullness  of  character  or  attaia- 
ments.     It' is  too  generally  deemctl  a  very  easy  thing  to  catalogue 
a  book  ;  and  to  order  one  out  of  a  bookseller  s  list,  and  to  see 
that  when  ordered  it  comes,  would  appear  still  ea&ier.     ITiose 
whose  experience  is  limited  to  "  books  of  the  present  season'"  at 
Mudie's  cannot  understand   the  difficulties   that   beset  the  very 
same  operation  on  more  distant   fields.     Place  before  them  the 
catalogue  of  a  Warsaw  or  Pesth  Mudk,  or  worse  still,  one  from 
St.  Petersburg,  in  the  Russian  type,  and  they  will  see  one  difficulty 
—that  of   language,   and  will    acknowledge  that,  as  a  Ubrary, 
however  large,  cannot  keep  in  its  employ  native  professors  of  all 
the  two  dozen  languages  that  are  not  merely  spoken,  but  printed 
in  Europe  alone  (to  say  nothing  of  other  quartera  of  the  globe), 
there  must  be  men  of    high  scholarship   who  can  acquire  any 
language,  however  obscure,  that  may  be  required.     But  the  lan- 
guage-difficulty is  not  the  only,  nor  perhaps  the  chief  one.     Our 
"books  of  the  present  season'   obligingly  tell  us  generally  on 
their  title-page  the  place  and  year  of    their   publication,   and 
whether  they  are  "  in  two  ''  or  "  in  three  voluujes,"  and  in  m(Mt 
cases  the  author's  name  ;  and  even  where  the  ktter  U  concealed, 
common  repute  or  the  reports  of  reviewers  supply  the  name  of 
the ''Author  of  the  Hw  of  Redely ffe''  or  "of  John  Halifax: 
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But  recede  three  centuries  into  the  past,  and  you  find 
yourself  among  books  a  large  proportion  of  which  poasess 
none  of  these  ready  niarka  of  identification.  If  the  author's 
narae  be  given  at  all,  it  may  be  hidden  Bomewhere  in  the 
body  of  the  work,  which  must  therefore  be  carefully  ransacked  in 
.  the  uncertain  hope  of  finding  some  information.  And  if  the 
search  be  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  some  such  designation  as 
"Joannes  Trcsbyter"  or  "  Petrus  Diaconus,"  who  i.s  to  tell  us 
which  among  the  numerous  priests  and  deacons  bearing  the 
common  names  John  and  Peter  is  the  one  intended  ?  Thus,  even 
if  it  be  conceded  (which  it  can  hardly  be)  that  the  treatment  of 
modern  English  books  is  as  simple  and  mechanical  as  is  commonly 
BupfKDsed,  distance  in  either  space  or  time  superinduces  such  diffi- 
culties as  render  the  librarian'  i  labour  one  of  a  different  order 
altogether. 

But  there  are  other  difficulties  besetting  the  keeper  of  a  large 
and  increasing  library  little  known  even  to  the  custodians  of 
small  collections.  A  library  which  is  open  to  increase  shouM  lose 
no  opportunity  of  filling  up  its  deficiencies.  If  old  books  are  to 
be  admitted,  they  mast  be  sought  whenever  they  appear  in  the 
book  market,  and  especially  when  valuable  collections  are  brought 
to  the  hammer.  As  these  occasions  happen  rarely  and  suddenly, 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  be  able  to  discover  at  very  short 
notice  what  books  are  already  in  the  library  and  what  are  not. 
The  rarer  and  more  valuable  a  book  is,  the  more  important  is 
this,  because  the  money  in  that  case  waste<l  by  the  purchase  of 
what  turns  out  to  be  a  duplicate  is  so  much  greater.  Moreover, 
the  larger  the  library  is,  the  more  eager  is  the  desire  to  fill  up 
its  few  defects,  and  at  the  same  time  the  greater  the  danger  of 
buying  a  dujjlicate.  The  rules  for  cataloguing  must  be  directed 
to  this  end,  even  more  imperatively  than  they  must  consult  the 
convenience  of  the  public  who  use  the  library  ;  for  any  failing  in 
the  former  fimction  may  suck  the  life-blood  of  the  library  by 
wasting  its  funds,  whereas  their  falling  short  towards  the  public 
is  only  a  teraix>rary  iuconvenieuco,  which  may  be  obviated  in 
various  ways. 

We  have  sai<l  that  the  British  Museum  library  is  not  national, 
but  universal.     'I'his  is  to  bo  understood  as  true  on  the  largest 
scale.     Kvery  library  of  any  magnitude  must  transcend  the  limits 
of  one  language  and  one  nation,  unless  it  puts  a  most  unnatural 
constraint  upon  itself.     The  very  presence  of  editions  of  the  (ireek.' 
and  Latin  classics  might  be  held  to  violate  the  strictly  English 
character  of  an  English  library  ;  and  questions  as  to  the  atlmissi- 
bility  of  English  books  published  abroad,  of  foreign  books  pub- 
lished here,  of  translations,  and  the  like,  could  scarcely  be  answered 
without  giving,  in  gome  sense  or  other,  a  stamp  of  universaUty. 
But  there  is  a  long  step  between  a  partial  and  hesitating  admission 
of  some  foreign  books  and  a  deliberate  search  for  them.     For  at 
least  half  a  century  from  the  establishment  of  the   library  the 
regular  admission  of   general  foreign  literature    can  scarcely  be 
regarded  as  adopte<l  as  a  principle.     Yet  if  the  library  were  to  be 
universal  as  to  snhjcrt,   it  could  not  proi>erly   be  confine  I   as  to 
nation  and  language.     Science  speaks  in  all   tongues;    and  if  a 
special  botanical  or  medical  library  huist  be  drawn  from  all  coun- 
tries, the  botanical  and  medical  departments  of  a  national  British 
library  can  do  no  less.     And  as  to  history,  the  fates  of  all  nations 
are  linki-d  together  by  such  constant  threads  that  no  one  country 
can  be  really  adequately  represented  on  this  field  without  the  pre- 
sence of  every  other.     Moreover,  our  aim  being  to  secure  the  best 
possible  library /or  Enylishmeii,  vre  cannot  neglect  any  literature 
which  an  Englishman  may  desire  to  study.     We  must  not,  by  our 
neglect  hero,  force  him  to  emigrate  to  Paris  to  study  French  litera- 
ture, or  to  St.  Petersburg  to  study  Russian. 

It  is  not  of  course  pretended  that  every  book  published  on  the 


'  Strive  to  wind  '  himself  '  too  high 
For  sinful  man  beneath  the  sky,' 
and  evinces  a  genial  appreciation  of  the  novi;l.     How  much  may 
be  learned,  not  of  the  outward  lot  of  a  people  or  a  class  only,  but 
of  their  habits   of   thought   and  feeling,    their   greatnesses   and 
meannesses,  from  their  fictions  I     Tlic  novel  m.iy  thus  give  to  the 
intending  historian  as  much  of  the  soul  of  a  people  as  the  news- 
paper does  of  the  facts  and  dates  which  form  the  skeleton  of  ita 
liistory.     Macaulay's   celebrated  judgment  as  to  the  imiwrtanco 
of  one  small  branch  of  fiction — national   ballads — may  surely  be 
justly  extended  to  a  much  larger  field.     At  the  same  time  it  is 
perhaps  undesirable,   and  certainly  not  essential,  to  pretend  to 
completeness  on  this  field.     A  wise  discretion  should  be  used  iu 
tlie  selection. 

Mr.  Watts  has  himself  tersely  an<l  happily  expressed  the 
principle  by  which  he  has  been  guided,  in  the  following  words  :  — 
"  The  object  which  has  been  kept  in  view  during  the  last  three- 
and-twenty  years  has  been  to  bring  together  from  all  quarters  the 
useful,  the  elegant,  and  the  curious  literature  of  every  language,, 
to  unite  with  the  best  Engli.sh  library  iu  England  or  the  world, 
the  best  Russian  library  out  of  Russia,  the  best  derman  out  of 
(lermany,  the  best  Spanish  out  of  Spain,  and  so  for  every 
language,  from  Italian  to  Icelandic,  from  Polish  to  Portuguese." 

In  one  direction,  however,  it  may  be  possible  to  us  to  make  our 
collection  not  only  "  the  best  Russian  library  out  of  Russia,"  bufc 
more  complete  than  any  in  Russia.  Owing  to  the  severe  censor- 
ship of  the  Russian  press,  the  tlioughts  of  Russian  and  Polish 
Liberals  are  forced  to  seek  publication  elsewhere.  A  considerable 
and  increasing  luunber  of  books  in  those  languages  are  published  at 
Rrussels,  Paris,  Ix)ndon,  Berlin,  Geneva,  and  othe/  towns.  These 
l)Ooki  are  of  course  not  to  be  found  iu  the  libraries  of  St. 
Petersburg  and  Moscow.  Similarly,  the  pamphlets  of  French 
political  I'liiiyrcs  at  Brussels  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  Paris.  Thus, 
pediaps,  in  no  country  in  Europe  but  our  own  is  it  possible 
without  let  or  hindrance  to  bring  together  a  collection  completo 
in  this  direction. 

The  liritish   Museum  Library  is  not  yet  all  before  the  public. 
We  are  still  told  to  wait  a  few  years  before  we  can  fully  know  all 
its  riches.     The  Rabbinical  Hebrew  books  are  not  entered  in  the 
general  catalogue,  and  no  special  catalogue  of  them  has  yet  beea 
.placed  before  the  public.     The  same  is  true  of  the  (."bmese  books, 
and  of  lxx)k8  in  the  other  Oriental  languages,  in  so  far  as  they  are 
printed  in  Oriental  characters.     The  immense  collection  of  news- 
papers is  as  yet  only  very  imperfectly  registered.  Until  catalogues, 
of  these  various  collections  are  made  accessible  to  readers,  they 
remain  practically  sealed  treasures,  notwithstanding  the  willing- 
ness of  the  officers  to  produce  any  of  them  that  may  be  a8ke<l  for. 
It  will  probably  be  one  of  the  distinctions  of  Mr.  Watts's  keeper- 
ship  to  make  these  treasures  available.     A  very  few  years,  not 
more  than  two  or  three,  ought  to  see  the  great  work  of  the  incor- 
poration of  all  the  entries  in  the  old  catalogues  with  the  new 
general  catalogue  completed.     He  will  then,  it  is  hoped,  be  able 
to  turn  his  attention  to  the  compilation  of  catalogues  of  the  above- 
named  collections.    It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  though 
these  events,  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  Museum,  may  fall 
into  the  pcrio<l  of  Mr.  Watts's  keepership,  a  vast  proportion  of  the 
obscure  labour  leading  to  that  cousununation  has  been  accomplished 
under  the  direction  of  his  predecessors. 

The  question  of  the  cataloguing  system  is  so  generally  discussed 
in  connection  with  the  British  Museum  Library  that  we  cannot 
pass  it  entirely  by.  We  have  no  desire  to  laud  or  to  blame  indis- 
criminaU'ly.  For  a  library  of  immense  extent  and  daily  increjise, 
embracing  all  subjects  and  aU  languages,  a  system  of  strict  alpha- 
betical entry  under  the  author's  name  is  unquestionably  the  best^ 
because  the  simplest  both  for  cataloguer  and  reader,  and  it  fails  to 


alphabetical  one  (whicli  is  far  more  reliable  a..d  expeditious  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten),  but  in  addition  to  it.    The  expediency  of 
such  a  catalogue  for  libraries  of   immense  Mjl  is  indeed  often 
questioned  ;  the  li.st  of  writers  on  any  one  *l^t  being  then  so 
immense  us  to  give  no  aid  iu  tlie  identificiition  of  the  one  book 
sought.      But  the  student  wishes  not  always  to  find  one  book 
already  known  to  him,  but  to  discover  what  books  unknown  to 
him  have   be,!n    written.      It  might  even  be  plausibly  argued, 
cHpecially  of  a  library  rich  in  rare  and  even  unique  books,  that  its 
most  important  or  most  eharactc^stic  function  is  to  supply  books 
not  obtainable  or  even  known  of  elsewhere  ;  and  how  can  it  be  said 
to  sNi>i>l!i  them  at  all,  if  they  are  hidden  away  under  tlie  name  of 
an  author  known  to  no  one  but  him  wlio  has  catalogued  them  V 
while  the  student  auxiou^ily  trying  to  di.seover  the  very  informa- 
tion such  books  contain,  or  to  rea<l  up  all  the  literature  of  one 
special  subject,  has  no  means  of  access  to  them?     The  objection 
raisefl  against  a  classed  catalogue  as  useless  on   account  of  the 
magnitude  of  each  class,  is  best  remedied  by  excluding  <"<-om  it 
all  broadsides  and  pamphlets  below  a  certain  number  of  pages. 
This  would  at  once  bring  the  cla-ssifiablc  stock  of  even  the  largest 
library  within  manageable  compass.     Nor  need  such  wnall  pub- 
lications bo  entirely  shut  out  from  classification,  since  they  may 
be  groupe<l  into  series  according  to  subject  and  shortly  designated 
by  some  made-up  title  sulliciently  indicating  their  nature,  under 
which  they  might  apiiear  in  the  classified  list.     It  might  also  bo 
I  found  desirable  to  exclude  works  of  pure  fi(;tion,  and  various  kiiuis 
of  trivial  pubhcations.     And,  as  the  object  iulended  in  a  classified 
catalogue   Is   to    secure   ready   aceesa   to   original    works   which 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  knowledge,  mere  compilations  which  add  no 
real  information,  but  only  glean  from  earlier  works,  might  also  be 
prolitahly  excluded,  sinee  they  only  swamp   the  catalogue  with 
their  numbers,  and  render  the  works  of  real  science  leas  easily 
discoverable. 

Much  therefore  will  renvi'm  to  be  done  when  tlic  great  general 
catalogue  is  complete  1  up  to  «late.  It  would  hi  an  injustice  to 
Mr.  Watts's  predeces-sors,  as  well  as  to  hini.self,  to  imagine  that 
these  objects  have  not  been  constantly  contemplated  as  the  future 
work  of  the  department.  To  supply  deficiencies  of  even  a  com- 
paratively recent  date  (as,  for  example,  in  the  ('(jntinental  litera- 
ture from  about  1750  to  IHIJO,  which  is  far  fromconipleti-)  is  neces- 
sarily  a  work  of  yoarK  ;  nnd  it  ih  very  satisfiictory  to  know  that 
men  hoMing  the  enlightened  views  and  possessing  the  industry 
of  Mr.  J.  Winter  Jones  an<l  Mr.  Watts  have  for  many  years 
had  their  attention  directed  towards  this  object,  and  neglected 
no  opportunity  (jf  gradually  making  up,  with  the  large  funds  now 
place«l  at  their  dis[»osal,  for  the  omisfiions  ciiused  by  the  conq)ara- 
tive  penury  of  fcjrnur  days ;  whilst  the  present  system  of  pro- 
curing the  contemporary  literature  innnediately  after  publication 
secures  their  succes-sors  against  a  similar  legacy  of  omissions. 


Continent  should  be  purchased  for  our  library.     The  aclmission  of  !  g^J^.  Q^\y  about  one  book  in  every  ten,  which  is  publishecl  without 


works  of  science,  history,  philology,  theology — of  all  which  aim  to 
extend  knowle<lgo— ought  perhaps  to  be  limited  only  by  the  funds 
available.  Periodical  publications,  from  the  daily  paper  to  the 
scientific  review,  ought  also  to  be  secured  in  large  numbers,  on 
account  of  the  valuable  data  for  the  history  of  nations,  families, 
or  individuals,  which  may  lurk  in  their  obscurest  corners.  The 
importance  of  the  voluminous  Hansards,  Blue-books,  and  other 
proce<Klings  of  State  of  every  civilized  government  in  the  world, 
will  be  ix-rhaps  still  more  readily  acknowledged.  The  less  es.sen- 
tial  books  are  the  lighter  species  of  fiction,  translations,  and  com- 
pilations that  present  nothing  original.  Some  indeed  treat  a 
large  library  with  a  sort  of  distant  veneration,  and  affect  to  feel 
shocked  at  the  idea  of  its  being  ever  useil  for  any  purjiose  so 
common  as  novel-reading.  But  it  is  surely  well  that  Mr.  Watts, 
in  his  selection  of  the  foreign  literature,  does  not,  like  these, 


any  author's  name.      For  these  anonymous  books  special  rulea 
must  be  adopted— a  matter  of  somewhat  minute  detail,  which  wo 
shall  not  here  discuss.     The  complaint  which  is  most  fretpiently 
made  by  the  public  is  of  the  absence  of  any  catalogue  clj*s8ifie<l 
according  to  subject.     A  reader  wants  to  know  the  latest  books 
on  chemistry,  knows  that  many  have  been  published  during  the 
last  year  or  two,  perhaps  remembera  that  one  important  manual 
appeared  at  Paris,  perhaps  knows  the  title  an<l  all  but  the  author's 
name— in  these  cases  is  it  right  that  he  should  be  unable  to  pro- 
cure the  book?     It  is  no  answer  to  the  complaint   to  say  that 
though   the  arrangement  in  the  catalogue  is  alphabetical,  that 
on  the  shelves  is  according  to  subject,  unless  the  dangerous  prin- 
ciple were  to  be  adopted  of  allowing  readers  access  in  such  casw 
to    the  bhelvcs.      A    catal<»niL'    niisouni  is,    after   all,    the    only 
remedy ;   and  such  a  one  there  must  be— not  instead   of  the 
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yiCINITY. 

K  CATALOfiB^Hj^B^BI  Hall.    The  Trttstaeii^e 
the  Public  W^W^S^SJI^j^'^^  preeeuted  to  the  p*.^ 
He  an  inaerto'tE^^HiiaSafbooks  in  the  Mtj^^Utn 
of  the  Public  Library^t^i(»Iume  printed  with  grco 
noatnosB,  containing  eeven  hundred  and  eighteen  paj^o 
In  1861  an  index  was  published,  which  comprised  aboat 
flfty-five  thousand  Tolnmes.  and  the  present  volnn  * 
c'ohtalns  a  recor<i  of  thirty-tlirce  thnnaand  ni^e  h^^^M- 
dred  and  sixty *ix  yolttlUW. '  ine  tkrc  which  has  bt^^ 
^JtefCIBWl'HI'Ulg  piV^ittmHi  of  tills  work  secures  for  i(, 
as  great  accurady  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain  in  a  wort' 
of  this  natare,  and  an  inspection  will  satisfy  the  mosi 
exacting  that  Messrs.  Jewett,  Vinton  and  Jillson  hare 
performed  their  task  with  great  fidelity.    The  Tmstew 
Invhe  the  attention  of  the  citizens  to  this  Tolume, 
which  has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  making 
"  easily  and  pl^uantly  accessible  to  all  an  oxoellen* 
collection  of  books,  large  enough  by  Itself  to  oonsM 
tute  a  respectable  library."    The  books  in  the  Bate. 
Hall,  with  a  few  exceptions,  can  be  taken  out  by  a 
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Tfce  I'ulUlc  l>11»rary. 

Wp  print   the    follow iap-    communicftUon    tn 
refmncc  to  the  irtunii-cmont  of  this  instftuMon: 
Mr    Fditor.-A   preat  doal  lias  boen  »ald  of  late 
concpn.iBg  the  prcrrnf    innna^emt^^nt   ot  the    Public 
LibrarT-more  rsvocmHr  of  that  portion  ol  .t  kno^^n 
«g  11..^  -  E.'«din.'  Room;"  bnt  nioie  can  be  mu\  of  fh,^ 
„i,u,an«r;emfent   (tor  1  can  call  it  by  no  other  term)  of 
,he  circulating  de,.art™eBt.    Thi.,  as  you  know,   l» 
d.vided  into  two  Libraries,  contained  in    U...  upper 
end  lo*i.r  bdls.    D'irln<T    the    winter    months    live 
p-cat  demand  fol- books  t..-  homo  uw,  i«  in  the  -ven- 
irK     To  mppt  this  demand  the  Inwdr  fiall  h  knpt  open 
tinoi.rl,tr  U..  while  the  upp«>r  ho:!  is  closed  hilf  an 
hour  tctore  sunset,  so  thai  it  become.  perlecUy  uselesj 
to  the  artisan  and  man-of  busiaesH.  »,,,., 

But  any  visitor  to  the  I'ublio  Library  cannot  fai!  to 
bave  noticed  that  the  ch.ss  of  liN-rature  which  i«  in  th- 
.„H,tr8t  demand,  Is  ')  ut  cont.ined  in  the  lower  haU. 
This  i.  borne  out  by  t.,e  fact  that  wh^-reas  the  upp-r 
hall  circulut*..  bardly  75  books  per  day.  the  lower  hall 
circula'e.  nearly  KXW  daily  durmg  the  winder  niontln 
n,c  public  need  more  book^  of  a  popular  natur,.  but 
the  irnsteo- ,  povernert  1  fear  by  the  8up<yinU.ndent, 
ere  bu»din«j  up  the  «pi«  r  library  at  the  expen^^  ol  Uie 
lowrr-a  cour.e.  which  l<  continued  wUl  render  tbe 
hhrary  avallabU,  not  to  the  mas,  of  c;ti«3n8  for  wnom 
,t  1»  intended,  but  to  a  very  .riect  number  of  booK 
worms  only.    Tl-"t  1  am  not  wron?T  in  this  statement 
,he  two  ponderous  catalogue-    which  Jl%re  be-n  pub- 
IM  ui*.r  the  ui;i)er  hall.  bearwitnefS  when  contract  d 
with  tl*  small  si»e,  with   very  mea?re  Huj)plemeuts, 
publlsfiedfor   ta  lower  hall.    D«  no»  think  1  com 
,,l«,n  of  tlK.  books  contained  in  the  upper  hall;  they 
are  all  Excellent,  but  of  what  benellt  are  they  to  he 
public r    Tbe  Irostees  m"ay  say  the  money  spent  on  the 
Lkt  ball  was  donated  for  that  purpose    but  could 
t,l;ynotinmany  Instance,  have  had  it  other w.^. ./ 
thru  hud  10  chosen?  y  1 

When  the  library   w»,  fir.t  open   In  Ma^on  street   , 
the  circulation  was  but  al>ont  CW  books  daily ;  H  now 
h»«  an  average  of  over  (30C-und  ««";«  jf  "y" '»'; '''^";   , 
lation  has  reached  121,3,  and  even   l&H)  books.    This 
co;ciu,lvelv  proves  that  the  demand  is  for  the  more   \ 
popular  bookt-b«t  the  demand  has  not  been  answer- 
cd     1  know  that  In  many  Instances,  large  sums  have 
UK.n  expc  nded  upon   rare  editions  ot  boota.  that  wd 
n.ould.r  on  the  nhelve-  of   the  upper  library,  and 
never  be  reed  by  any  one,  wnile  hundred,  have  gone 
away  trom  the  lower  library  without  book,,  who  have 
I    wailed  nir..bt  alter  night,  end  all  this  In^oause  the  .ui  ■ 
ply  of  poi,ular  literature  is  not  equal  l«  ^^  ^emaud; 
or  bccaute  the  vvant,  oC  the  m  ny  are  sacr^ceji  to  the 
rra.itlcuiion  ot  the  f.w.    Now.  Mr.  Hlitor  whi.ho 
n,.depavtmH.t,recd.themo,tattent.onT    The  upper 
library,  with  its  very  limited  circulation,  or   that  in 
the  lower  ball  wi'h  jIh  \vr%('  one? 

i:ut.  Mr,  ht  me  say  a  word  about  the  pre  ent  system 
of  dHiv.  ry.    I  nder  it  a  r^rson  has  to  wait  much  lon^ 
er  lor  a  bo.k.  than  by  the  old  one,  and  with  no  more 
pro.iK.ct  of  gen.ral  suet .ss.    I  am  sorry  |t  wai  intro- 
duced    The  old  «yi.t..ni   was  simple  and  rapid :  wnat 
ever  delay  there  m.<?iit  have  been  In  the  delivery  ot 
bocks,  was  not  in  tbe  .yatom.  but  in  the  -ra,i<  of  bo^ki 
to  m¥il  "■<■  ''"••^•"'-    ^'0  deTay ^0"W  ^"^'^  occurred. 
If  n.r  a«.islant  could  have  fonn^  the  flrrt  book  .ou^ht 
for  bW  two  thirds  of  the  time,  a  curd,  althou-^h  lull 
ot  numb,  IS.  was  returned,  beeauw-  sO  few  were  the 
copies  of  popular  works,  that  none  of  them,  corre.- 
prndiDg  V itii  lie  i.nmbers,  were  obialuable. 
1  hi.  never  would  have  occurred  had  tbe  trustees 
1   spt-nt  but  a  iiuarur  part  of  the  money  ou  the  lower 
I  library  tha»  they  have  on  the  upp«r.    But  't  m^y  ' ' 
1  said  tlu.  mw  system  preventg  bioks  from  beln?  de- 
lac»d  -r  ttol.  n.    ^ow  the  io^s  la  not  over  6<j.t  volumes 
per  ytar.  the  tost  ot  which  would  not  have  execc4ed 
i.2ao,and  what  l«  that  to  a  wealthy  city,  and  how  small 
•n  Item  when  compared  with  the  Immonse  expense  of 
the  upier  hall,  and  the  iH-nefit  v»hich  mi«hl  b,'atlorJed 
the  citizens  by  a  pro>  .>r  attei  tlon  to  their  waii«i.    1  do 
not  know  what  \^  the  ^rnat  recomme.idation   of  the 
i^w  system,  but  this  1  rf»  know:  that  under  it  a  bor- 
rower  has  to  wall  for  a  book  more  than  double  the 
length  ol  time  required  under  the  old. 

In  oopclusion.  Mr.  B.litor,  let  me  ask,  cannot  some- 
thing b«  done  by  the  Trn^leo*  to  enable  the  public  to 
have  a  largfT  supply  of  books  for  home  u  eT  F  the 
present  management  in  tbU  reelect  Is  continued,  the 
llbn»ry.in8le;dof  bemsloo'ied  u  ion  a^  the  noblest, 
will  hi-  viewed  as  the  poor?  t  of  the  public  beneflt.,  ot 
our  city.  A  Rkajjkb. 

It  is  the  Kcneral  coinp'«int  tliat  in  the  matter  of 
books  for  home  u..c  the  Pabi'c  Library  docs  not  fill 
the  rcquiremtnts  of  the  puldic,  and  in  the  ms»tt?r 
of  poyvolw  4itentnr«  i»!ora€whotde<lcioiit.  The  la 
ivoiin^  (InsKs  itcsire  reJaxslion  Irom  U>"  ^^^^  ** 
is  tu  l)c  (ound  iu  light  Uiexuturtf— uot  Of  the  stvle 
f..uiid  in  tlie  upiK  r  hall  of  the  UWaty,  but  iit 
Maudanl  works  of  fiction,  and  populnr  hi'^tories, 
.bioRrapliics.  &c.    Jtthe  Trnstees  woaklknow  the 


wants  of  bv'far  ♦'le  larger  clsibS  of  oor  reailers,  let 

them  make  enquiry  at  cither  of  the  circulating 

[  libraries  of  Messrs.  Buiiihaiu,  Lorin-.  or  Walker, 

and  they  will  a^ertain  that  tbe  4«naTi(i  is  Bolely 

far  w  orks  of  this  nature.    Wg  knpw  that  the  Li- 

litary  is  tolerably  well  supplied  ii»  tliid  department 

of  liteiature,  but  tbe  jrreut  trouble  is  that  copies 

tnouuh  oHicw  books  (and  in  many  rcflg^ts  of 

old  works)  arc  not  procured  to  supply  a  veryHarge 

Brd  constantly  increusinK  demand.    At  least  two 

hundred    copies    of    every    new  popular   novel 

should  be  placed  on   the  shelves  of  the  Ubrary. 

und  when  their  novelty  lias  wain  otf,  let  mm^i 

twenty  topies  be  retained  tor  pei.uanent  use,  the 

leeidue  sold,  and  ihe  money  thus  accruing  devoted 

to  the  purchase  of  other  works. 

We  question  if  the  l.ibraiv  is  strong  enough  m 
the  works  of  Dickens,   Scott,  Bulwer,  Thackeray, 
Cooper,  Irviiin,  or  Prcscott,  to  answer  all  the  de 
mauds  ibr  tho^e  authors;  and   in   the  mutter  ot 
new  books  for  which  there  is  the  greatest  call,  we 
know  it  is  in  need.    A  half  uo»en  copies  of  a  new 
woik  of  abLorbing  inteie^  ^>>  but   a  drop  m  the 
bucket     Where  there  are  a  hundred  applications  , 
daMy  for  anv  book,  there  ought  to  be  at  least  tlfty  ^ 
topic:,  on  hand.  We  think  the  Trustees  arc  acting 
with  bad  judgment  in  tttrninsr  their  attention 
almost  exclusively    ^o  the  acquisition  of  books 
which  are  not  desired  by  tho  great  miyority  of 
readers,  thou'jh  they  may  be  by  a  leaioed  few. 


PtntLKj  Rkaoino-Koom.  At  th»  Reading-room 
ol  the  i'ublle  Library  may  bo  found  a  choice  collec- 
tion ot  readirfjj-inatler,  adapted  to  the  want*  of  all 
ClaAAcs  of  tbe  citizens  ot  Boston.  In  this  comfort- 
able and  convenient  place,  the  native-boni  and  eml- 
Srant  Qrom  the  Old  World  can  hnd  perlodioali  and 
papers  In  their  own  language.  Many  foreigners  can 
find  thorn  from  the  country  wh«re  they  formerly 
resided,  At  thia  retreat,  all  may  regale  themselves 
With  a  great  variety  of  Interesttng  publications,  or 
eousultios  encyclopedias,  ga2etteoi-s,  dioilonarics,  at- 
<a8ea,  etc.,  from  nine  A.  M.  until  ten  o'ulook  IV  M. 
In  this  spacious  room  are  one  hundred  comfortable 
Cham,  and  tbe  apartment  li  lighted  m  tlie  evening 
vrith  forty-eight  gaK-burnern.  La<il«8  aud  gentie- 
saen  are  always  welcome  iu  the  uic  ot  the  prtrtieg«4 
lierc  iteely  enjoyed.  A  MBOHAwrc. 


1 SMMY 


• 


lifSTON, 


S!ATl'BDAV,C)CT.  aT,    IMO 


PvnL.c  LiBiiAnv.-There  seems  «o  ^^  »  goTj^ 
deal  of  disBatislactionjubtnow  in  regard  to  the 
muagement  of  the  public  library,  if  wo  can 
iTidgefrom  the  articles  which  have  appeared  n 
print.  The  matter  of  the  lleading-room  which 
was  once  consKlered  bo  great  a  pubUe  accommo- 
datiun.  is  now  become  so  limited  in  its  use  ul- 
ness  tLat  many  who  once  used  it,  have  relin- 
quished it  alU)gether. 
There  are  certain  statemenu  printed  land  sent 


around   which  do  not  give 


satisfaction  ;    with 


DECEMBEB  7,  WfecT 


FRIDAY, 


regard  to  tlieir  utility  we   have   nothing  to   say, 

but  would  like  to  ask   a  ^«"»'""/'^  ^'7^P[" 
pounded   to  us  by  influential  parties,  but  which 

we  can  answer  only  from  our    own   i™P'-e«»;«"«; 
Where  is  the  law  which    debars   any  one  from 
receiving  a  book   on   each   card  P'-'=''«"/f  ^^.^^ 
there  are  four  persons  in  one  family  each  holding 
a  legitimate  card,  are   three   only  to  lM>  served 
and  the  fourth  to  go  without  a  lK>ok  ?    We  do 
not  believe  that  this  is  so.     Would  It  not  be  more 
subseivient  to  the  interesis  of  the  library,  if  the 
librarian  resided  in  tho  city  ?    As  he  is  rarely   f 
ever  there  on'the  evenings  of  Saturday.the  wanU 
of  the  public  are  not  fully  known  to  him. 

We  have  sent  a  card  containing  t*enty  num- 
bers into  the  lower  hall  daily  when   the  library 
was  open,  and  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a 
book  since  th3  lOth  of  the  month.    It  maybe 
said.  "  the  books  are  novels,  and   there  are  not 
copies   enough  to  supply  all."    We  answer  not 
sol  the,  are  not   novels  ;  we  never  read   them 
They  are  town  histories,  biographical  works,  and 
the   like,  volumes   not  perused   by  the  genera 
reader.    We  are  strongly  inclined  to   the  belief 
that  so.-nething  wrong  in  the  back  room,  and  not 
the  books  are  out.  IS  the  cause.    That  there   is 
carelessness  there  we  known  from  experience. 

A  word  with  reguid   to  the  upper   hall,  which 
1,.  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  books  there 
have  a  single  and  many  a  double  star  attached 
to  them,  which  renders  them  useless.to  the  get. 
eral  reader.    Many  books  desirable  to  be  read, 
are  nut  sought  from  the  fact  thai  the  red-tapc-ism 
which  must  be  surmounted  Uy  get  at   them   docs 
not  pay  the  trouble.    We  'shall   try  oar   luck  a 
little  longer,  and  if  we  do  not  succeed  in  getting 
books,  we  shall  relinquish  our  visits  to  the  libra- 
ry, and  leave  the   lovers  of  redjilapa  to  get  at 
their  books  as  best  they  can.  ^ 


,,,  Tbe    paWlc   X.lbrif»y. 

Vlu'^'ourtccnth  Annual  Report  flrf  tbeTrwtces 
of  the' JliLlii  L.I"  iry  has  just  beciv  pr\n.Wr&9  a 
cityilociijmitt.  ^l-cw 'of  oub  citi/.cns  are  aware 
how  intcrt;.d'i:B:-th(so  annual  rotforti^wo  W.all 
whoTal.i'^tWl'uWi  i:ii.i;iry,  husv  fuU  Ifcejriftre 
offacts,  fignr^tfndthonglit^  which  se^te  tbe 
queries  and  queumouica,  ^oinetimes  anxiously 
propounded  by  people  wli  i.  not -have  oppor- 
tunity, or  do  not  improve  it,  of  fcufjing  these  un- 
Bual  expo.itltms.  We  c  oul<l  wish  t«frl»avo  a  copy 
placed  in  cvety  Lome  in-  the  city,  but  as  this 
cannot  well  1)6  done,  tho  next  Ust  thin*  U  tiie 
pu^-lishlng  Ot  ittll  extrtuts  in  the  new»^a|>e«. 
The  document  comprises : 

Ist.  A  report  from  Uie  Trustees,  sercn  in  nnm- 
lK?r,  signed  by  each,  showing  it  to  contain  their 
individual  opinion*. 

2d.  A  report  from  a  committee  of  prominent 
citizens,  five  in  nurtber,  not  Trustees,  appointed 
lo  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  condition  of 
tho  Institution. 

8d.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent,  to  which 
we  find  appended  a  list  containing  the  names  of 
1  the  large  numf)«r  of  donors,  with  the  amount  of 
their  donations,  an<l  other  interesting  documenta. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  ki»ow  that  the  thirteen  eft- 
teemed  gentlemen  who  have  signed  thia  reforir- 
each  of  whom  enjoys  iu  a  large  measuro  the  confl- 
dcncoDf  the  whole  community— are  agreed  as  to 
the  general  condition  of  tbe  library,  and  the  rc- 
»9l*of  this  yefrt  operations.    The  gcner»l  ver- 
dy^i^  ngaid  tt>  the   (resent  conditio^  of  ttie 
llflB,  U  ptvin  by  th|*||||Be»,  thns :         |> 

TheVear  which  ^^JBMhM  wittesaed  frtlj- 
erlndu.«tTy  and  inn«fcboHl«n  branches  of  «ic 
library  hervicc  tha»  Jntinff^y  previous  jtJar  of 

Experience  alonecan  determine  whether furthw 
changes  will  be  needed  in  the  systems  at  present 
in  successful  use.    The  library  has  grown  so  enor- 
mously, and  its  uses  and  abuw's  sprinc  up  so  rap- 
idly, that  it  is  not  strange  that   the  dlfflcuKies  of 
its  proper  administration  have  pmportionatcly  in- 
creased.   That  these  have  been  in  some  degree 
surmounted  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  tf»e  in- 
Ktiltiaon  was  never  before  doing   such   goo«l   ser- 
vice to  the  community  for  whos*;   ««npro\?»f^»J' 
was  foundtd.    A  larger  use  would  uuonbtedly  l>e 
made  of  the  books  in  the   Bates   Hall  had  not  an 
unfounded  impression  got  abroad  that  they  were 
for  consnltatioo  and    not  tor   circ;tilation.    This 
mistake,  however.  Is  gradually  correctmg  Itself,  m 
Its  visitors  become  more  frequent, 

In  coPilnaion, the  Trustees  wonld  renewedly  com- 
mend the  institution  to  the  City  Cooncil,  with  ttie 
assurance  mat  it  never  was  in  better  condition  to 
answer  the  exp<Ttations  of  the  pubhc,  and  to  ad- 
minister to  the  juUjUcctual  wants  of  evirry  daa*  ol 
our  population. 

Tlie  Committee  of  Citizens  sum  up  their  caM 
and  deliberate  Judgment  as  the  result  of  a  thor- 
ough examination  during  the  past  three  monthf, 
that  "in  no  respect  has  its  prosperity  l)e«n  dimin- 
ished during  the  year,  and  that  the  library  u 
now  doing  more  goo<i  than  it  ever  did  before. 

We  give  below  the  closing  paragraph  of  the 
Superintendcni'B  report,-and  we  quota  it  tbe 
more  cheerfully  m  it  ahows  that  he  has  no  reap^-t 
fur  that  conservatism  which  ukes  the  form  of 
old  fogyisro,  and  that  he  does  not  ftar  but  Invltw 
Enggestions  for  change*  and  improvements.    He 


During  the  yMr,  tl'e  internal  affairs  of  the  li- 
brary Lave  proceeded  with  regularity  -^nd  har- 
mony. The  great  amount  of  unusual  labor  re- 
quired has  been  performed  with  cheerful  alacrity 
by  tlie  attendaots.  The  problems  to  be  solved  in 
managing  so  larf(e  and  so  free  a  circalatioa  are 
many  of  them  new.  difflcnlt  and  perplexing.  We 
lannot  be  governed  by  precedents;  we  must  not 
be  too  conservative  of  old  ways ;  we  must  seek 
after  improvements.  Measures  must  be  framed 
for  our  special  exigencies.  One  pleasant  and 
promising  circumstance  connected  with  the  nec- 
essary discussion  which  has  arisen  respecting  de- 
tails of  administration,  has  been  that  suggestions 
of  ingenious  and  original  plans  for  meeting  dittl- 
culties  have  been  made  by  persons  not  connected 
with  the  library,  but  who  have  used  it  largely,  and 
have  understood  and  appreciated  its  position,  its 
liberal  spirit,  and  its  importance  as  a  free  public 
provision  for  the  literary  and  moral  culture  of  ^ 
people.  Some  of  the  suggestions  may  yet  prove 
of  great  practical  benefit,  even  though  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  adopt  them  in  fUll.  At  any  rate,they 
give  cheering  evidence  of  the  interest  felt  by 
thoughtful  men  in  rendering  the  Library  to  the 
liighest  degree  popularly  useful.  A  person  accus- 
toiDi>d  to  littTary  researclMjs  among  large  collec- 
tions of  books  can  find  his  way  uuder  almost  any 
discouragements;  bat,  for  those  who  have  little 
acquaintance  with  books,  extraordinary  facilities 
must  be  provided.  It  is  their  necessities  which  re- 
quire the  most  patient  consideration,  which  de- 
mand ingenious  expedients,  which  forbid  a  blind 
adheionce  to  precedents,  and  invite  suggestions, 
even  the  boldest  of  which  may  contain  some  hints 
of  practical  value.  ^ 

Wc  shall  refer  to  some  of  the  details  of  the  re- 
port at  an  early  day. 


EVENING  COMMERCIAL. 


BOSTOlVx 

THUKSUAY    EVENING.    DEC.    13,    1860. 


/     fcV( 


The   Public  Library. 

From  the  "Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  th«  Pabllo  Library,"  just  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be 
ptintod;  we  extract  some  interesting  details  in 
relMitoce  to  the  present  coa<&ion  and  mrkings  of 
tharjBoble  institution.         -^  ,' 

There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehensions  on  the 
part  of  the  pnblic,  as  to  their  privileges  of  borrowing 
for  home  reading  from  the  books  in  the  Upper  or 
Bates  Hall.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  first 
years  after  the  opening  of  the  new  building,  the  use 
of  the  books  in  the  Upper  Hall  was  necessarily  re- 
stricted on  account  of  the  preparation  of  the  cata- 
logue, the  opinion  became  prevalent  that  these  books 
wore  designed  merely  for  consultation  in  the  Library, 
in  short  that  they  were  for  the  use  of  scholars,  and 
that  the  general  pnblic  could  only  procure  books  for 
homo  use  from  the  Lower  Hall.  On  this  point  the 
examining  committee  in  their  report  say : 

"Ihewholo  nomber  of  volumes  in  the  Library, 
as  returned  by  its  olBcers,  exceeds,  at  this  moment, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand.     Above  twenty- 
lour  thousand  of  them  are  in  the  Lower  Hall,  being 
the  popular  books  whicll  are  ofteoest  wanted,  and 
which  are  therefore  placed  where  they  will  be  most 
easily  and   pleasantly  accessible  to  all,  for  the  freest 
use  and  cin-ulafton.    The  remainder,  wtiith  are  in 
the  Upper  or  Bates  Hall,  are  equally  open   to  all  for 
relereiM-e  and  consultation;  and,  although  portions 
of   them,  like  the   Buwditcb  and  Prince  collections, 
can,  from  the  cotiditions  on  which  they  were  origin- 
ally given,  never  be  taken  out;  and,  although  others, 
trom  their  rarity  or  costlin^s,  can  be  taken  out  only 
•titer  permission  granted   in  writing;  still,  it  should 
be  home  in  mind,  that  by  lar  the  larger  part  of  this 
rich  and  excellent  collection  of   hooks  in  the  Upper 
Hall  18  open  to  free  circnlatiOD.    The  Committee  sup* 
pobo  that  no  library  tnlAt  worh'.of  equal  sixe,  is  so 
traRtiD|;ly  offered   to  a  tati^e  pupalalion  as  this  one 
"s."  n. 

They  prcswH  8om».  int^Mting  statistics,  as  show- 
ing the  cofllflaNtion  of  tlw  librnry  in  t^e  various 
departments  of  knowledge,  and  proving  how  well  it 
m  ddBp?ed  forKeneml  popular  use  in  Geoerai  Literary 
H  story  and  Bibliography  There  were  in  tfie  Liurary 
onthelsitof  August  1865,— which  was  the  dale  oi 
the  last  £xamination,~mora  man  twenty  two  hun- 
iired  voinmes,  to  which,  in  the  following  tw^ve 
naonths  were  added  one  hundred  and  thiri3-uine.  iX 
Cjcloptelias  and  Diciionaries  of  general  koowled^ 
there  were  above  twelve  hundred  volume*,  to  which 
were  added  during  the  year  thirtj-eight.     In  general 


^jjlMory  and  geograpl|fH6«W^|»W«i^WWf«  Ave  ihou- 
^jpd  uine  hundred  volumes,  to  which  above  a  hoa- 
•Ipfd  hava  since  been  added.  In  jAmerican  liistury, 
Jeneral,  special  ana  local,  iacluaiog.biography,  irav- 
elt,4iibtorical  documents^and  ttMiwoguaie  biaa(^s, 
baOoot  including  Literuiuro,  ttMltWere,  >y  ajoiue- 
wh^resiricted  reckoning,  above^eveii  thousand  six 
tiuudred  volumes,  to  which  werevtmlcU,  duiiug  the 
year,  more  than  seventeen  hundred^'withoutcotttiting 
thu  ttrince  coliectiou,  which  is  rich  in  tLe  earhur 
history  of  New  England,  but  which  haa  l^n  too 
recently  acquired  to  be  yet  arranged  and  catalogued. 
Of  the  history  and  literature  ot  all  other  countries, 
ancient  and  modern,  there  were  above  twenty-nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  volumes,  to  which  tbutu 
have  biiicu  been  added  above  tight  hundreti.  Ami,  in 
the  Physical  and  Exact  Silences,  there  wore-'tDpie 
than  five  thousand  and  three  hundred  vo^murto 
which  above  a  hundred  have  sincrbeen  added. '^-j  , 
Every  effort  seems  to  hare  been  made  by  those  in 
ge  of  the  library  to  render  it  as  popuhir  And  at- 
tivo  as  possible  by  procuring  all  the  new  works 
that  are  worth  having,  as  fast  as  they  appeared, 
and  also  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  those  using  the 
library,  whenever  any  deficiency  has  been  noticed. 
The  same  committeo  say :  "By  one  of  the  standing 
"Kules"  given  from  the  day  the  Libmry  was  opened, 
fourteen  years  ago,  to  more  than  sixty  thousand 
persons,  asking  for  its  pri\ileges  each  one  of  ihem, 
who  does  nut  find  any  Oook  he  may  need,  when  he 
luquires  for  it  has  been  "parilculiirly  requested  to  en- 
ter us  title  on  a  card  which  the  Librarian  will  furnish 
lor  the  purpose."  This  request  has  been  urged  in 
every  mode  ot  solicitation  within  the  power  of  the 
persons  having  control  of  the  institution.  Especially 
fivo  or  BIX  years  ago  it  was  repeated  and  reinforced 
by  a  printed  notice,  of  which  a  copy  was  put  into 
every  book  loaned  during  a  fortnight,  thus  bringiuir 
it  afresh  and  very  pointedly  homo  to  several  thou- 
sands of  the  persons  most  frequenting  the  Library, 
and  therefore  most  interested  in  having  it  thoroughly 
supplied  with  all  needtul  books  But  the  numt)er  of 
books  thus.asked  for,  which  bad  always  been  small, 
and  in  three  successive  years  had  been  less  than  hity 
each  year,  was  not  materially  increased  by  this  ur- 
gent appeal. 

The  same  urgency,  however,  is  continued.  The 
card  is  aiways  reauy  at  the  distributing  desks  to  be 
diled  up  with  the  title  of  any  book  that  may  be  de- 
sired, and,  if  no  obvious  objection  to  its  purchase 
exists,  it  is  imuiodiately  ordered  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  as  soon  as  it  arrives,  notice  by  poft  is  sent 
to  the  person  originally  desiring  its  purchase^ inform- 
ing hiui  that  it  has  been  receivad,  and  that  it  will  be 
retained  five  days  subject  to  his  order  alone." 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  public 
have  availed  themselves  of  these  privilege  of  using 
the  books,  aud  what  arc  the  classes  of  books  most 
sought  for. 

"The  following  table  exhibits  a  classification  of 
the  books  lent  from  the  Bates  Hall  auu  used  therein 
Comparing  this  labit  with  that  presented  last  year, 
the  principal  changM  of  proportion  amou<tbe  classbS 
are,  in  the  department  of  English  History  .an  increase 
of  five  per  cent.,  and  in  that  of  Fine  and  Useful  Arts 
a  decrease  nf  i  ight-and  a-half  per  cent. 

Engliab History  and  Literature,  18  per  cent.;  Peri- 
odiuals,  11;  American  Hbtory  and  Uterature,  8; 
Medicine,  8,  F.no  and  Useful  Arts,  8;  Matbomaiical 
and  Physical  Science,  7;  French  History  and  Litera- 
ture, 6;  Transactions  of  Learned  i^cieiies,  5;  Orien- 
tial  History  and  Lite4ature,  4;  Theulugy,  Ethics,  and 
Kduration,  4;  Bibliography,  S;  General  History  and 
Literature,  8;  Iialiao  History  and  Literature,  8; 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  3;  Natural  History,  H, 
Gtrman  History  and  Literature,  2;  Jurisprudence, 
Government,  Political  Economy,  2;  Miscellaneous, 
2," 

The  most  important  acquisition  of  (1)6  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  been  that  the  "Briace  Library,'' 
which  in  its  former  locrtion  in  a  nook  In  the  "Old 
bontb  Church,"  has  been  practically  lost  to  the  stu 
dents  of  our  early  history.  It  is  thus  dMcribed  in 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent: 

"During  the  year,  the  Deacons  of  the  Old  South 
Church  of  this  city,  acting  as  Trustees  uoder  the  will 
of  the  Etev.  Thomas  Priuce,  former  pMl4r  of  that 
church,  have  deposited  in  the  Public  lAPtury,  th« 
pre<  ious  collecciou  of  books,  pamphletn,  and  manu- 
scripts, bequeathed  by  him  to  Uie  Old  S^uth  Church 
in  the  year  1758,  and  common^  known  as  the  Prince 
LP>rary.  V/t' 

It  cunslsta  of  eiirhteen  haQ^d  and  ninety-nine 
volumes  as  now  fxtund,  and  Is  very  rich  in  books  and 
pamphleU  relating  to  the  biltcry  of  New  England 
previous  to  the  date  of  his  death,  as  well  as  in  the 
first  productions  of  its  press,  and  m  the  works  of  its 
early  authors. 

Mr  Prince  began  to  form  this  collection,  as  iti 
<4tatt;d  on  the  label  in  many  of  the  books,  upon  bit 
entering  Harvard  College,  July  6, 1708,  and  diligently 
fiilarged  it  ny  the  purchases  in  tbi  country  mui  in 
Kurope.  Nu  man  uf  his  time  was  more  competent 
■ut  ttio  task,  wbicb  his  anligbtisned  li'al  in  American 
history  led  him  to  nndirtakv  o'  lorming  a  New  Eng- 
land library.  The  vicK-iitudee  of  more  than  a  centu- 
ry, and  Its  ezp  ksed  8itu.4tion  during  a  pert  uf  the 
revolutionary  war, in  the  tower  of  the  Old  Booth 
Church  while  -he  building  was  octnpied  as  a  tiding 
Hctioot  by  the  British  troops,  have  f)r.iu«bt  this  libra- 
ry down  tqonr  day  somewhat  diminished  in  numt>er^, 
bat  the  valtie  and  importance  ot  what  remains  is 
enhanced  r«^  deirrce  which  it  is  not  easy  to  Mtimate. 
It  still  incluAs  wteat  may  be  termed  a  large  collation 
at  Amaricaa  books  of  extreme  raritjr.    It  hat  the 


Bay  Psalm  Book,— the  first  book  printed  in  the 
United  Slates,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  sold,  I  be- 
lieve, for  $800,— Eliot's  Indian  Bible.of  both  editions, 
aad  also  several  volumM  and  packages  of  original 
manuscrints,  romprisiog  Metiers  of  |^e  principal 
maifistrates  and  ministers  of  the  first  tears  of  Now 
Entfland  history,  mid  official  State  papers  of  th'' 
British  and  Provincial  Governments,  some  of  which 
have  f)6on  printed  in  the  collecuMM.of<til4l  Uassacha-'. 
setts  Historical  Society.  ^mO  •  t'  ^ '' 

The  collection  has  been  so  rec^ly  reoeivad  that  It 
is  not  possible  to  give  here  any  exr^ndld  notice  of 
its  rarities.  The  City  Council  hafl  made  an  appropri 
ation  for  patting  it  into  good  condition  and  printing 
its  catalogue.  The  work  is  now  in  progress,  and 
when  it  is  completed,  those  who  are  interested  in 
American  hlstoiy  will,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  floi 
much  satisfaction  in  examining  and  luing  its  hither 
to  almost  hidden  treaanrea." 
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I     THE  PUBUC^LIBRARY. 

ILcfoitirteoDl|^  annual  report  of  the  truttees  ol  tSe  Public 
LilirarJOi^snTen  printed.  It  makei  a  docuneot  of  some 
seveoty-Wx  pagen  awl  contains  m.itters  of  interest.  Tb'.rc  l8 
apptDde<l  also  the  report  of  the  KxamlDiag  COBBaittce,  ami 
the  report  of  Charles  C.  J<.  welt,  the  Superlni^ddent.  Tlio 
trustees  state  that  the  most  important  acqulaltlon  of  the 
LIb/ary  during  the  year  wuB  the  Prince  Library,  Very  few 
of  th*-  voluiuefl  In  'liis  collection  were  t'ither  in  the  Public 
Library  or  few  olberi  in  the  country.  In  conaideriDg  the  cir- 
culation of  lh»-  Libmry  ■luring  the  past  year.  It  is  apparent 
that  tne  use  of  the  iKticr  cla^H  cl  boolii  has  iocrcu8<'(i, 
altliougb  the  whole  number  of^books  takeu  out  U  a  tew  leu 
than  in  the  pruviouji  year— the  number  bciug  19:j,l',i7,  or 
1430  only  luu  ttian  iurlSO^  The  tnutees  ololr  tbsfe  report 
by  f-ayiuK  that  the  Library  iiPVt-r  was  In  bvtt«|'  couliiion  to 
answer  the  exiKXtationn  of  the  public,  and  to  ajlujinlstcr 
to  tbe  inlellectuiil  wuutu  of  every  ciuM  of  our  population. 
Mr  Jcwett,  in  his  report,  sayi  that  during  the  year,  TOHy 
book*,  not  incluillDg  the  Prince  Library  of  1H9J  volume*,  400S 
pamphlets,  112  other  articled,  lOiisibilug  of  map*,  priutK, 
broadsides,  and  sheft  uiuiiic,  have  liecu  added  to  the  Llbrarv, 
btsidts '.i727  siparate  uiiniber»  of  newipa|M<ri  and  Joumuis. 
The  Library  contiiiued,  on  the  1st  of  Aiij(u»l,  istW  :— lu  ih» 
BatfB  Hnll,  105,312  volumes  ;  iu  the  Lower  Hall,2ii.;!Ca  vol- 
umiS)  tojal,  1^0,078  Volumes.  The  present  numlK;r  of  ilup'^- 
cati  R  audlMd  v  '.lumen  laid  aside  lor  exchange  or  sale  is  -1956. 
Uuring  the  year;  :i;;&  have  beea  dispose*!  of,  and  .(0«  (l)eing 
mo-ily  donations)  have  b^ii  adiled  to  the  list.  The  exchange 
ofalx'Ul  550  more  volumes  is  ki  progress.  The  nuuj>>«r  of 
new  cards  issued  during  the  y<ai-  wa^  .09M, making  the  whole 
number  of  tbose  who  have  rcKlster^a  their  names  to  scrur*  ii..- 
use  of  the  books,  bloco  ?ept.  17,  1H&8,  M,809.  TUe  uuiuber  of 
lenflinsi*  from  the  Low-(  r  UbII,  for  home  u»o,  was  lH;t,424  ; 
flrom  tlic  Bates  Hull,  tor  tiorae  use,  0763  ;  toUil,  193,187.  The 
nuiiilKr  of  book.  Uie  1  in  lb-;  Bates  Hall  was  10,4;i8,h«i,ie» 
tbe  u«r  of  the  English  Patent  hp'Oific.  ti  r.s  hy  1117  prsoiis, 
ikV«xa|{iug  1)  hours  each.  Tbe  dall^  average  leudingi  lor 
boose  use  was,  within  a  fraction,  (>96.  Tbe  auiDl>er  ot  days 
during  which  the  Library  was  open  to  the  public,  was  27's. 
Tbe  clroulHtiou,  although  greater  Uian  for  any  year  b«fur«  the 
last,wai  somewhat  below  that  of  last  year,  owing  to  th«  f.ietilial 
It  became  necessary  to  withhold  a  part  of  tbe  Itooks  ia  tbe 
lower  ball  temporarily  trom  circuiatioo.  Tb«  n»w  s/stem  nf 
recording  loans  bat  provc<i  efhclent  aud  satisfaUory.  Thoni 
4U-e  ",  ry  few  low«s  or  injuries  of  tiouks  }  but  tweuiy-sevuu 
vtriunita  are  misaing.  Ilie  changes  in  the  readtog  room, 
wbich  many  bave  thought  severe,  hove  worked  well,  aad  are 
to  be  continucil.  .Mr  Jerett  says—"  iMurlog  the  year,  tbe 
intrnial  HfDiirs  of  thp  Library  bare  prooented  with  regularity 
and  hanoony.  Tbe  great  auiinuii  of  uoosual  labor  ie'iaire<1 
hwa  V<eea  perfortneil  nlthcbeerflil  alacrity  by  tbe  atteutlaou. 
Ibc  problems  to  t>e  solve<l  In  mauagiag  so  large  aoJ  so  free  a 
circulation  are  many  of  thefn  uew,  dimcali,  and  perpleKiiig. 
We  cannot  oe  gMcrsed  by  jirccetlent*  )  ire  mast  iwt  b«  |i>« 
coniervativc  ot  oM  ways  ;  we  aiust  ic«k  afti^r  taiprorennot*. 
Meaaare*  most  be  turned  for  cur  special  exigencies.''  Tbe 
«xpaAtarei  Ml  beitalf  of  the  Library  (or  Um  rear  were 
12.  '^ 
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The  Public  Library. 


Report  of  the  TruBlcest  Exaiuinina  Com- 
mltteo  auci  SupL-riutciitlcut. 


The  fourteenth  annaal  report  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  has  just  been  printed  with  its  accom- 
panying dooumenta,  and  contains  many  interesting 
statements. 

The  moat  important  accession  to  the  library  during 
the  year  is  the  invaluable  collection  knjwa  as  the 
Prince  Library,  deposited  in  the  charge  of  the  city  by 
the  Old  South  Church.  This  oolleotion  contains  few 
books  previously  in  the  Public  Library,  and  many  of 
t-xoessive  rarity.  The  presentation  of  the  Webster 
Vase  is  duly  acknowledged.  The  trustees  assure  tho 
public  that  the  library  was  never  in  better  condition 
to  minister  to  the  intellectual  want?  of  every  class  of 
the  population. 

The  examining  committee  report  that  the  whole 
number  of  books  in  the  library  exceeds  130,000,  of 
which  24,000  are  freely  accessible  in  the  lower  hall 
for  general  circulation,  and  the  rest  equally  open  to 
all  for  reference  and  consultation,  and  by  far  the 
larger  part  of  them  for  free  circulation  in  the  upper 
hall  also.  The  committee  treat  at  some  length  of  the 
different  special  divisions  in  tho  collection,  and  re- 
mark that  the  oollect?on  of  theological  and  religious 
books  is  the  best  tw  be  found  in  the  city,  taking  all 
the  sects  in  the  city;  that  the  colleotiou  in  medicine 
and  surgery  needs  protection  and  increase;  and  that 
in  law  books  a  moderate  increase  is  losj  imperatively 

needed. 

Tho  report  complains  with  some  emphasis  that  the 
"particular  request"  that  persons  wishing  a  book  not 
in  the  library  should  enter  its  titb  that  it  may  ba 
procured,  is  so  seldom  complied  with.  The  request 
has  been  urged  by  a  variety  of  modes  of  solicitation, 
but  in  18G4  only  60  persons  complied  with  it,  and  in 
1865  only  58.  In  the  last  year,  by  uncommon  exer- 
tions of  the  officials,  the  number  was  raise  1  to  306; 
and  still  more  general  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the 
public  in  improving  the  library  is  urgently  desired. 
Tho  committee  say:— 

"Under  such  a  system  of  practical  administratiin, 
tho  Public  Library  will  became  every  year  more  und 
more  absolutely  adaptod  and  fitted  to  the  real  ascer- 
tained, recorded  wants  ot  those  for  whose  benefit  it 
WAS  established,  whether  they  are  pers  .ns  of  the 
humbloat  or  the  highest  culture,  whether  they  n^ed 
the  commonest  or  the  rarest  books; 
thus  grow  to  be  what  no  other  library  in 
has  either   attemptd        '  "' 

t'ul  and  direct  means 
A.Jvancetnent  of  a 
class  or  con<1itioD 


and  that  it  will 
the  world 
or  desired  to  become — %  pfiwar- 
for  1 10  intellectual  and  moral 
hole  pc'.ple,  without  distinction  of 
And  this,  we  believe,  can  bo  done 
easily,  wisely,  and  well.  It  is,  from  its  very  nature, 
practif  U  and  effective.  It  falls  in  with  the  habiti  of 
our  people  and  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

The  dlfliottlt  and  dolloate  task  of  purehMlog  o«w 
book!  U  pwttotaHd  to  k»Tt  k««  p«fw«t*  n<mm' 

fully.  1749  new  books  were  received  at  tho  Library 
daring  the  year,  nine-tenths  of  which  were  American 
publications.  The  committee  think  that  rather  too 
many  than  too  few  have  been  bought.  A  want  is 
recognised  for  more  early  and  frequent  publication  ef 
the  titles  of  tho  books  added,  and  the  following  sug- 
gestion is  mado  as  the  best  way  to  meet  it:  — 

••What  may  be  prefetreJ,  therefore,  is  a  Monthly 
Bulletin  sent  by  mail  to  those  perwas  who  shall  sab- 
scribe  and  p.»y  for  it  at  a  very  low  rate.  This,  we 
think,  may  be  done  easily  and  cheaply,  and  will  send 
tho  information  to  those  who  most  desire  to  have 
it.  It  will  demand  little  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
po«oos  emploved  in  tho  library,  as  it  will  bo  readily 
made  up  from  materials  that  uo  always  on  hand  for 
the  catalogues  from  the  momwjt  tho  books  hava 
reached  their  proper  shelves." 


This  is  recommended  as  an  experiment. 
The  building  is  in  good  repair,   but  improvemento 
in  lighting  and  in  ventilation  are  needed,  and  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  to  secure  them. 

The  committee  refer  to  tho  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent for  an  account  of  the  changes   made  in   the 
administration  of  the  lower  rooms  of  the  library,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  Mr.  Jowett's   report  is  taken  up 
with  the  subject.     Ua  states  before  taking  it  up,  how- 
ever, that  5'JOU  new  cards   have  been  issued  during 
the  year;  that    43,8^9     persoas   in    all   have   reg- 
istered   their    names    to    secura   the    uao    of    books 
sinoa    tho    library    was    founded;     that    there   were 
183,424      landings     for      homo      use,      from      tho 
lower  hall  during  the  year,  ani  1*763  from  the  Bates 
Hall,  and  that  10,438  were  usad  in    the    Bates    Hall 
He  gives  an  aoojunt  of  the  revision  of  the  list  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  institution,  by  a 
change   of  cards;    of   the   reorganization    of  several 
alcoves;  and  of  the  introduction  of  a  naw  system  of 
recording    loans,  resulting  in  greiter  security  for  the 
books,  and  the  abolition  of  the  ueoc'i:sity  ot  a  special 
visit   to   the    Library  to  obtain  cards,  at  hours  when 
books  cannot  be  had.     Namefl  may  now  bo  signed, 
whenever  the  Library  is  open. 

In  regard  to  tho  changes  in  tho  reading  room  the 
superintendent  says  that  under  the  old  state  of  affairs, 
during  the  years  18C4  and  1865,  tho  room  pro8o>  tod 
Eometimes  the  appearance  of  a  receptacle  for  refuse 
pamphlets  and  waste  paper,  serious  readers  were  an- 
noyed, complaints  were  frequent,  and  the  periodicals 
were  so  frequently  mutilated  or  stolon  that  it  was 
next  to  impossible  to  make  up  complete  sets  for  pre- 
servation. Several  policemen  stationed  In  the  room 
could  not  have  prevented  the  existing  abuses,  and 
their  employment  for  the  purpose  "would  have  been 
"a  standing  reproach  to  the  good  people  of  our  well 
"behaved  city."  The  course  adopted  as  a  remedy  has 
saved  tho  loss  of  property,  has  had  a  aensiblo  olTeot 
on  tho  quiet  of  tho  room,  and  is  said  to  havo  boon 
followed  by  an  increased  use  of  its  privileges. 

Letters  from  two  persons  iamiliar  with  tho  reading 
room,  who  deem  the  change  a  great  improvement, 
are  appended  to  the  report. 

A  new  index  for  tho  lower  hall  of  tho  Library  is  in 
preparation,  and  a   '-fin  ling    list"  for  tho  dep<trtmnnt . 
of  fioti<A,  embracing  about  7000  rolaoefl,  has  been 
printed. 
The  superintendent's  r«port  concludes  as  follows:— 
"The  problems   to  b«  solved  in  managing  so  large 
and  so  free  a  circulation  aro  many  of  them  new,  diffi- 
cult, and    perplexing.     We   cannot  bo   governed   '^" 
precedents;   we   must  not  be  too  conservative  of  oM 
ways;  we^ust  seek  afcer   improvements.     Moasuro.i 
must  bo  framed  for  our  special  exigonclM.  One  pleas- 
ant and    promising  ciroumstanoo   o  <nnect«d  with  the 
necessary  discussion  which  has  arisen  respecting  de- 
tails of  a.lministration,   h»s  been  that  .-uggostions  <)f 
ingenious  and   original  plans  for  meeting   difiioulties 
havo    boon    made   by    persons    not    connected    witH 
the     Library,     but    who     havo     used     it     largely, 
and      havo       understood       and       appreciated      it^ 
position,    its     liberal     spirit,     and    its     importance 
as  a  freo    public    provision    for    the    litarary     and 
moral    culture    of  tho   people,     dome  of  those  sug- 
gestions may  yet  prove  of  great   practlo*!  benefit, 
even  though  it  may  not  be  possible  to   adopt  the  n  in 
full.   At  any  rate,  they  give  cheering  evidence  of  thf 
interest   felt   bf    thoughtful    men    in    roader'ng   th  > 
Library  to  tho  highest   degrt?o   popuUrly   useful.     A 
person  aocu8t'>med  to  literary  researchos  among  large 
oolleotions  of  books  can  fin  1   his    way    under   almost 
any  discouragements;  but,  for  thosa  who   havo    little 
acquainunoe  with  bouks,  extraordinary  iaoilities  must 
be  provided.     It  is  thoir  necc8<«ities  which  require  the 
most  patient  consideration,  which   d»'mand   ingenious' 
expedients,  which  forbid  a  blind  adherenoo   to  prece- 
dents, and  invite   suggestions,    even  tha   boldest   of 
which  may  contain  some  hiats  of  practical  value." 

The  financial  statement  for  the  year  is  appended, 
and  shows  a  total  expenditure  of  Stt,20.>,  of  which 
$  10,081  was  fnr  bjoks,  $2741  for  binding,  $J38l  for 
catalogue,  $1261  for  periodicals,  $15,.586  for  Varies, 
and  the  remainder  for  gas,  fuel,  furniture,  sUtionery, 
and  ether  necessary  expenses. 
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T'he  Public  Ubrary. 

From  the  "Fourteenth  Annnat  Report  of  the  Tr«8- 
teea  of  the  Public  Library,"  just  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be 
printed,  we  extract  some  Interesting  details  in 
reference  to  the  present  condition  and  workings  of 
that  noble  institution. 

There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehensions  on  the 
part  of  the  pabllc,  as  to  their  privileRes  of  borrowing 
for  home  readinu  irom  the  books  iu  the  Upper  or 
Bates  Hall.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  first 
years  alter  the  opening  of  the  new  building,  the  use 
of  the  books  in  the  Upper  Hull  was  necessarily  re- 
stricted on  account  of  the  preparation  of  the  cata- 
logue, the  opinion  be«ame  prevalent  that  these  books 
were  designed  merely  for  consultation  in  tlie  Library, 
in  short  that  they  were  for  the  use  of  scholars,  and 
that  the  general  public  could  only  procure  books  for 
home  use  from  the  Lower  Hall.  On  this  point  the 
examining  committee  in  their  report  say : 

"The  whole  number  of  volumes   in  the  Library, 
as  returned  by  its  offlf-ers,  exceeds,  at  this  moment, 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand.     Above  twcniy- 
four  thousand  of  thenx  are  in  the  Lower  Hall,  being 
the  popular  books  which  are  ofteneui  wanted,  and 
which  are  therefore  placed  where  they  will  be  most 
easily  and   pleasantly  accessible   to  all,  for  the  Iretjsi 
use  and  circulation.    The  remainder,  which  are  in 
ihe  Upper  or  Bates  Hall,  are  equally  open  to  all  for 
relerence  and  consultation;  and,  although  portions 
Qt   them,  like  the  Bowditch  and  Prince  collections, 
can,  from  the  conditions  on  which  they  were  origin- 
ally given,  never  be  taken  out;  and.  although  others, 
from  their  rarity  or  coHtliness,  can  be  taken  out  only 
after  permission  granted   in  writing;  still,  it  should 
be  Uorn«  in  mind,  that  by  far  the  larger  part  of  this 
rich  and  excellent  collection  of  books  in  the  Upper 
Uall  is  open  to  free  circulation.    The  Committee  sup- 
poHe  that  no  library  in  the  world,  of  equal  size,  is  so 
trustingly  oflfereJ  to  a  lu^e  population  as  this  one 

is." 

They  present  some   interesting  statistics,  as  show- 
ing the  composition  of   the    library   m    the  various 
aepariments  of  knowledge,  and  proving  how  well  it| 
IS  adapted  for  general  popular  use  in  General  Literary 
History  and  Bibliography.  There  were  in  the  Library 
onihelsiof   August   1865,-whith  was   the   date  ot 
the  last  Examination,— more    than  twenty-two  hun- 
dred volumes,  to    which,    in    the    following  twelve 
mouths  were  added  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine.    Of  I 
CyclopseJias  and  Dictionaries  of   general  knowledge 
there  were  above  twelve  hundred   volumes,  to  which 
were  added  during  the  year  thirty-eight.     In  general 
history  and  geography   there  were  above  five  thou- 
sand ume  hundred  volumes,  to  which  above  a  hun- 
dred have  since  been  added.     In  |American   History, 
general,  special  and  local,  inclnding.biography,  .trav- 
els, historical  documentagand  the   cognate  branches, 
but  not  including  Liieraiure,  there  were,  jby  a.some- 
what  restricted  reckoning,  above  eleven  thousand  six 
h«ndred  volumes,  to  which   were  added,  during  the 
year,  more  than  seventeen  hundred,  without  counting 
the  Prince  collection,  which  is  rich  in   tbe  earlier 
hi8t«f  y  of  New   England,   but   which   has  been  too 
recently  acquired  to  be  yet  arranged   and  catalogued. 
Of  the  history    and   literature  of  all  other  countries, 
ancidut  and    modern,  there  were  above  tweniy-niue 
thousand  seven  hundred    volumes,   to   which    there 
have  since  been  a(!ded  above  eight  hundred.    And,  in 
the  Physical  and  Exact    Sciences,   there  were  more 
than  hve  thousand   and   three   hundred   voluinef,  to 
which  above  a  hundred  hayo  since  been  added." 

Every  eflfort  seems  to  have  been  made  by  those  in 
charge  of  the  library  to  render  it  aa  popular  6nd  at- 
tractive as  possible  by  procuring  all  the   new  works 
that  are  worth  having,  as  fast  as   they  appeared, 
and  also  to  meet  the  actual    wants  of  those  using  tbe 
library,  whenever  any  deficiency  has  been  noticed. 
The  same  committee  say :    "By  one  of   the  standing 
Kules"  given  from  the  day  the  Library  was  opene«l, 
lourieen  years  ago,    to    more  than  sixty  thousand 
persons,  asking  for  iu  pri\ lieges  each  one  of  them, 
who  does  not  tind  any  Dook  he  may  need,  when  be 
iuquires  for  it  has  be«n  "particularly  requested  to  en- 
ter Its  Utle  on  a  card  which  the  Lit>rarian  will  furnish 
(or  the  purpose."     This   request  has    been   urged   in 


every  mode  ot  solicitation  within  the  power  of  the 
persons  having  control  of  the  institution.  Especially 
tlv«  or  SIX  years  ago  it  was  repeated  and  reinforced 
by  a  printed  notice,  of  which  a  copy  was  put  into 
every  book  loaned  during  a  fortnight,  thus  bringing 
it  afresh  and  very  pointedly  homo  to  several  thou-  1 
sands  of  the  persons  most  frequenting  the  Library, 
and  therefore  most  interested  in  having  it  thoroughly 
supplied  with  all  needful  books  But  the  number  of 
books  thnsjasked  for,  which  had  always  been  small, 
and  in  three buccessive  years  had  been  loss  than  titty 
each  year,  was  not  materially  increased  by  this  ur- 
gent appeal. 

The  same  urgency,  however,  is  continued.  The 
card  is  always  ready  at  the  distributing  desks  to  be 
filled  up  with  the  title  of  any  book  that  may  be  de 
sired,  and,  if  no  obvious  objection  to  its  purchase 
exists,  it  is  immediately  ordered  by  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  as  soon  as  it  arrives,  notice  by  post  is  sent 
to  the  person  originally  desiring  its  purchase,  inform- 
ing him  that  it  has  been  received,  and  that  it  will  be 
I  retained  five  days  subject  to  his  order  alone." 

It  will  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  public 
have  availed  themselves  of  these  privileges  of  using 
the  books,  and  what  are  the  classes  of  books  most 
sought  for. 

"The  following  table  exhibits  a  classiflcatlon  of 
the  books  lent  from  the  Bates  Hall  and  used  therein 
Comparing  this  lab'e  with  that  presented  last  year, 
the  principal  changes  of  proportion  among  the  classes 
are,  m  the  department  ot  English  History  an  increase 
of  five  per  cent ,  and  in  that  of  Fine  and  Useful  Arts 
a  decrease  of  vight-anda-half  per  cent. 

English  History  and  Literature,  18  per  cent. ;  Peri- 
odicals, 11;  American  History  and  Literature,  8; 
Medicine,  8;  Fine  and  Useful  Arts,  8;  Matbematicjil 
I  and  Physical  Science,  7;  French  History  and  Litera- 
ture, 6;  Transactions  of  Learned  Societies,  5;  Orien- 
tial  History  and  Liteiature,  i;  Theology,  Ethics,  and 
Education,  4;  Bibliography,  8;  General  History  and 
Literature,  *;  Italian  History  and  Literature,  8; 
Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  8;  Natural  History,  8; 
German  History  and  Literature,  2;  Jurisprudence, 
Government,  Political  Economy,  3;  Miscellaneous, 
2." 

The  most  important  acquisition  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  been  that  the  "Prince  Library,'' 
which  in  iU  former  location  in  a  nook  in  the  "Old 
South  Church,"  has  been  practically  lost  to  the  stu 
dents  of  our  early  history.  It  is  thus  described  in 
tbe  report  of  the  Superintendent : 

"Daring  the  year,  the  Deacons  of  the  Old  South 
Church  of  this  city,  acting  as  TruHtees  under  the  will 
of  the  Rev.  Tbomas  Pnnce,  former  pastor  of  that 
church,  have  deposited  in  the  Public  Library,  the 
precious  collection  of  fwoks,  pamphleu,  and  manu- 
scripts, bequeathed  by  him  to  the  Old  South  Church 
in  the  year  1758,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Prince 

Library. 

It  consists  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
volumes  as  now  bound,  and  is  very  rich  in  books  and 
pamphlets  relating  to  the  history  of  New  England 
previous  to  the  date  of  bis  death,  aa  well  as  in  the 
first  productions  of  its  press,  and  in  the  works  of  its 
early  authors. 

Mr  Prince  began  to  form  thu  collection,  as   is 
stated  on  the  label  in    many   of  the  books,  upon  his 
entering  Harvard  College,  July  6. 1708,  and  diligently 
enlarged  it  oy  the  purcbaaea  in  thi    country  and  in 
Europe.     No  man  of  his  Ume  was  more  competent 
lor  the  task,  which  his  enlightened  »eal  in  American 
history  led  him  to  undertake,  ot  forming  a  New  Eng- 
land library.     The  vicinsitudes  of  more  than  a  cen'u- 
ry  and  its  exposed   situaijon  during  a   port  of  tbe 
I  revolutionary   war  .in   the  tower  of  the  Old  South 
Church  while  the  building  was  occupied  as  a  riding 
school  by  the  British  tfoops,  have  bronifbt  this  libra- 
ry down  to  our  day  somewhat  diminished  in  numbers, 
i)Ut  the  value  and   importance  of   what  remains  is 
enhanced  to  a  degree  which  it  is  not  easy  to  ftstimate. 
It  still  includes  what  may  l>e  termed  a  large  collection 
of  Am«iiean  books  ot  extreme  rarity     It  baa  tbe 
Bay    Psalm    Book,— the  f^rst  book   prlrffed  In  the 
United  Statea.  »g#r  Of  wbleh  b»«  been  sold,  I  be 
lieve,  for  tCWO.'^-KHit^ Indian  Blhle.of  both  editions, 
aad  also  several   volnnif*   and  packagen   of  original 
manmcrtofx,    <ompri8invj    let'ers   of    the    principal 
tnauistrates  and  miniaters  of  the   tirst  jreaW    of  New 
Fneland"    history,   and   fefflcial    State   papers   of  tho 
British  and  Protlnciai  Governments,  some  of  which 
have  been  printe<l  in  the  collectioDt  of  the  llassacbn- 
setts  Historical  Society. 

The  collection  has  been  so  recently  received  that  It 
is  not  possible  to  give  here  any  extended  notire  of 
its  rarities.  The  (  ity  Council  has  made  an  appronri- 
ation  for  putting  it  into  good  {»ndltlon  and  printii4r 
i  its  catalogue  The  work  is  now  In  progress,  and 
when  it  is  completed,  those  who  are  Interested  in 
American  hlstoiy  will,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  find 
much  satisfaction  in  examining  and  using  lu  hither 
to  almost  hidden  treasures." 


,  --Jl 
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tu  the  chani^ea  in  the 
Hoom,  aro  thus  «ot 


A  vo 
BritU, 
rath: 
tha 
the  cHj^ 

loidM 


vears 


Tbe   Pi^yJMk   Library 

'f^ji,||asons  wbich^ 

a<JiuiiJU8tiu!ioii  of  Hw 

(oMMlff'tb.' tiapeiintettcknt^Report.  and  it  iAKrati- 

fy^lxlPlLiirn  that  tbiir  piMtical  working   has  not 

bees  attended  by  auy  QiiQiMition  in  the  nse  of  the 

room,  8»  was  feared  by'iomv'woald  be  the  case. 

"Tbo  ReadioK  Room  fur  periodicals  was  the  part 
of  the  Library  most  iiablt  to  abuse.  In  this,  more 
than  150  fr  in  amone  tha  t)eu  journals  published  in 
the  wor'lfl  w«>u  at  flrst  laid  upon  the  tables,  and 
offered  ffeely  to  every  ono  who  ilws  to  entor  arid  to 
useorabuso  thorn.    They*wcrv;  placed  in  alpbabeti- 

Sl  ordor,  acd  >in  attendant  wiMi  char<;e(I  with  the 
iltavcr  to  keep  them  so,-^  task  alwafs  diOlcult. 
iSU  at  iaht  quite  imposNibli.     i'hey   were  remxjved 
froto  tkfijr  places,  turned  over,  covered  up, 
about,  routiluttd,  aifd  Usoincuiues   purloined,  till  at 
length,  instead  of  an  OTd%riy  apnrttptnt  in  a  library, 
it  prek<jutv.d  oomutiiui's  tlM  iij/,  utr^^'u  of  %  room  for 
reiuse  pamphlci3  AWLv''"^'^''  "P^P^-     ^  person  in 
search  uf  a  peiiodicti,  noi  riiiuincr  it  ly  its  place, 
would  often   w.inder  tibout  thu  room,  peering  over 
the  shouMers  of  many,  disturbing  by  fruitless  ques- 
dpnti  the  pursuits  at  others,  and  more  or  less  inter 
uptioK  all  in  the  room,— finally,  perhaps,  to  fail  in 
his  quest  because  the   maKazin:;.  desired   had  been 
stolen  or  had   not  be-  n   received.     This  course  was 
not  that  ot  one  person  in  a  day,  bat,  to  a  more  or 
less  a^^ravated  extent,  of  vtry  many.     Serious  read 
ers  wero  annoyed,  ajfj^weved,  and  sometimes  qnile 
disgusitd.     CJomjlainis  were  frequent;  not,  indeed, 
in  public,  for  they  came   irom   thoughtful   persons 
sincerely  bent  upon  making  the  best  ot  their  privil- 
eges, Hnd  not  upon  hazarding  whatremaiDed  to  them 
by  pub'ir  denunciations. 

It  was  Connd,  moreover,  that  the  periodicals  were 
so  frequenilT  mutilated  or  stolen,  that  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  make  up  complete  sots   for  preserva- 

To  prevent  these  evils  by  a  more  stnngent  police    to  the 
for  the  room  seemed  impraciicablo.      Several  police- r 
men  stationed  there  conid   not  have  suppressed  et- 
(tctOHlly  such  abuses  and  annoy ancts       Tueir  em 
ployment  would  have  imposed   upon   the  esublish- 
ment  a  heavy   burden  ol  expense,  and  would  have 
been  a  standing  reproach  to  the  good  people  of  oar 
well  behaved  city.  »  *  i 

The  course  suggested  for  the  remedy  of  thli  •▼II 
was  one  which,  lu  any  library  not  iounded   upon  the 
principle  ot   no  restriction,  would  most  likely  have  • 
Deen  adopted  at  the  outset  as  a  uccessary   precau- 
tion. 

It  is  siiapAy  that  of  placing  the    periodicals  behind 
a  desk,  under  the  care  of  m  atteudaut,   who   gives 
tht*m  oat,  a.s   called  dr,  keeping  un  account  or  the 
borrowers,     fho  applicani  must  t-uy    wh-tt  be  wants, 
und  who  ho  is  that  wants  it     Generally,  this  is  done 
by  the  borrower  wriilug  on  a  slip  of  paper  hia  name  > 
aud  reblacm c,  and   tbe^ilielf  number  ol  the  journal 
wanted,  which  he  derives   from   the  lists  always  on 
hand     Persons  to  whom    this  is  troublesome   need 
not  do  even  so  much,  but  simply  whisper  the  title  of 
the  Journul,  or  point  it  out    upon  the    list,  and  give 
tuclr  own  address  to  the  atti  ndant.     It  woald  seem 
to  be  an  absurd  denial  of  the  facility  of  writing  on  the 
part  of  our  citiaens,  to  say   that  this  ose   of  a  lead 
pencil  could  be  considered   burdensome,  and  it  is  no 
more  complimentary  to  assume  that  any  one  would 
be  asham»:d  or  unwilling  to  give  his  name  and  hold 
himself  responsible  |for    anything  he  may  desire  to 
borrow.    At  all  events,  the  charge  has  worked  like 
h  charm.     It  has  brought  rrder  out  of  confusico.    It 
has  saved  the  loss  ot  property.    It  has  eoaMed  read- 
i  rs  to  find  what  they    want.    It  has    hod  a  aenMtde 
tfleci  upon  the  quiit  of  the  room.     It  has  attra' ted 
bai  k  some  who  had  left  in  dismast.     It  hcs  exi-itwi 
no  61  rious  complaint      It  has  not  diminished  the  use 
of  the  room,  which,  it  is  believed,  was    never  before 
greater  than  it  is  at  present. 

In  has  eliuiinaletl  groups  of  idle  boys  who  former- 
ly enter,  d  from  the  disiribu'lng  room   while  waitinsi 
tor  books,  occupietl  the  chair.J,  and  sometimes  sorib- 
bUd  or  even  dre^  indeciut  tiguri.*  upon  the  m«rgins 
of  the    n^Kgoiiues.     In  shots,  it  has  in  no  way  tieen 
uijuriott?  to  scrioBS  readers,  while  it  has  been  bene- 
fleiul  to  hU.    It  is  needless    to    disease  the  question 
whether  a  person  in  a  vacant  halt  hour  may  not  en- 
ter tt  reading-ioom  and  turn  aimles.-ly  over  the  leave.* 
ot  one  mngaziue  after    another  and  go  away    having 
found  some  sort  of  profit    from  the  proce^ilng.    It 
iM  idle  also  to  assert  that  such   persons  would  not  be 
emiii  rraM-ied  by  not  finding  the    joarnals   lying  pro- 
miscuously u  out  the  tattles.     9at  if  their  c*Be  is  to 
lie  consiuercd,  who  ome  in  mere  llstlessncss,  surely 
the  tkim  of  Ihobe  who  cotne  in  wrioasness  and  good 
lauh,    with    a   dcfinito  ipaipose   ot    impruvemcht, 
knowlug  vs  hat  i!mv  waiitind  willing  to  a^k  for  it,  it 
far  mote    r  »■;  aid  where  oiin  mast  be  post- 

poned    to  tu  . ,  H  t*  nut  ,to  be   doubted    which 

•houl  I  lio  pmlMMd. 


It  shou'd  t)e  sthtel  that  last  year  forty -six  numbers 
of  diflereut  valuable  Journals  wero  reported  us  uken 
away  from  th^  room  and  never  returned.  Since  the 
new  system  was  adopted  a  year  ago 
number  of  a  magazine  gi»en  mt  from' 
been  lost. 

The  importance  of  keeping  safely  every  number  of 
a  matfuzme  shou.d  be  eonsidertsd  not  solely  in  its 
peeunisry  and  us  mo.al  aspects ;  u  uhould  boremem- 
tjeted  iLat  it  a  journal  is  thus   uenoined 


not  a  single 
the  desk  has 


,,      ,         -  -■-. .v/.uu..  by  one  oar- 

.on.  a  I  others  wbo  would  be  readers  of  it  are  deprlTWi 

cr  their  righiv    Tf  •  foreign  tonrnal  be  taken,  it  cla- 

not  probably  be  nplaced  for  months,— «| 

not  at  all.    Wc  Hrve  now  in  the  Library  hfti 

vol-imes   thus   rendered    imperfect,   whip 

been  anable  to  complete  after  maajih  «(te 

80.  •;.  lo  tooilik..  .J  ^nKC' 

It  may  also  be  mtotfoMd  here  that- Voe.i/ri(t£-|i|e  of 
withdrawing  the  perMdttials  from  tlM{)itii9i«iiif|^not 
at  first  applied  to«U  oftchem.  Thirtoon  Qf^^%inost 
popular  and  usofoi  |»a«niis  w^tro  8abaa<l^^|L>  for 
in  (laplicate,  and  one  oop7  Of  each  was  Iai4  ^S"  ^^^ 
tablrwltb  the  lotentloiMM  keeping  them  Inero,  if 
possible.  In  a  (^^weete^tfiieviog  fingers  had  dealt 
with  them  all.  >  <•.  ^a.'atf 

It  is  hoped  antf  beUwnMJKlhat  these  evil  fMractices 

wore  confined   to  a  Miidl  number  of  persons.     Bat 

__  these  fe^-'culprits  contrl^M^.to   bring  discredit  upon 

tossed  ^  B '^^lovIi>?  P^<)P'^i '^P''(>^b  upon  a  noble  public 
charltjt'^tnd,  perhaps,  suspicion    upon    honest  fre- 
quenten  of  the  Library. 
Ilshoald  here  be  statfld;  that  What  may  be  termed 


C||t  C|)ristimi  |ljegiskr. 


Office,  No.  50  Bromflehl  St»ct. 


a  Ubraryi^f  reference,  compcipi 

volam^  of  the  best  and  most 

Lexlci^l^   and   Yocabulari 

rini^fiffiri.    Biographical 

AloMliyc  ,  Atlasc8,  and  Hai 

are  ajTrant-'ed  around  the  des 

le^j^lli  entirely  open  to  thu 

oat'the  sligotest  restriction. 

ately  undert^e  eye  of  the  att  ,. 

in  general,^fe,  althouKh  some  of  them  have  hereto 

fore  been  Qiatllated.  defiled  by  obscene  wOfda  and 

figures,  a|(d  sometimes  stolen. 


evcral   hundred 

■  clopa;  lias, 

uages, 

tones. 

varloutkinds, 

attendant;  nna 

every  one.'V'th- 

G  are  so    iteioedi 

that  they    are, 


I    1^ 


thu  last  editaon  of  the  Eocydopiildia 
several  years  ago^-'ruined   by  t^femig 
it  a  very  val^iabtc  article  of  Vnore 
pages,  and  tb>  detective  ip^  bf 
not  discover  the  perpetrator*^  tbe 
nif  the  books  several  years   a(i:o' par- 
Bible  and  Concordance!     After  |iro 


'absence,  the  latter  was  returned  myst^rkM^aly 

)  Librarv."  ^ 


Zi. 


t^^S 


Written  for  Qleaeon't  rictorial  CGmpanion. 
BONNET. 

J/lfr  visiting  tht  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Fu'l  m»ny  a  fair-huitt  city  of  the  earth 
May  loafit  it-i  lordy  dunies.  ltd  gfir)(t»ouii  towers, 
It*  ballii  of  pleanure  where  the  li|{hr-wii]j;'d  houra 

Uold  fk-itive  sport  «ith  elrfit<^nce  and  mirtb : 

ADd  niaay  a  capital  of  ancieut  birth 

We.irs  gracefully  a  rrowii  of  go'den  flowers 
Amtd-t  the  treaHurrs  potent  ooniinerce  ponra, 

Within  her  wnlh.  uf  art  and  wit  Miid  worth. 

But  |f>I   I  trwiid  where  worth  and  wit  ar.d  art 
Combine' In  oqi  that  cnnnot  greatly  f*-el 

As  yet  the  weight  of  year*  — wh<  («  liberal  mart 
Buiid-i  up  t.'ueg  nnd'ur.     Noble  Id  her  zeal, 

Bo4<oni>i,  hig'ily  fii»or"d   gives  her  heart 
Largely  to  help  the  general  comnioa  weat. 

VoTAoroa. 


Boston  Jourwoi. 

TUESDAY  EVENING.  FEB.  26, 1867. 


/thj 
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Tb£  rt7BLic  LiBRABT.  9a  Sataidsy  last  *he  num- 
ber of  n>lom<«  given  ont  rea^^hed  %li,  which  «>xetea« 
any  liimer  deUv<>r7  la  a  siusle  day  by  nearly  ttsve 
hundre^  Tlie  recipiento  w<  re  served  rapidly  ami  4tM 
new  riy^Am  worktMl  admirably. 


V\    HOUR    IN    TIIK    i'UnjAC   LllMlXllY. 

It  is  an  interesting  sij^ht  ti>  go  i'lto  this  pub- 
lic institution,  in  the  ailernooii,  and  see  what 
it  is  doing  for  the  education  of  the  people. 
The  IJriti.sh  Museum,  the  great  libraries  iti 
I'aris,  an<l  the  library  of  the  Vatican,  have 
large  and  valu^Ie  collectiou.s,  which  are  of  es- 
sential serviced  the  scholar,  but  lure  is  a  lib- 
rary for  the  people  as  well  as  the  scholar.  To 
see  what  it  is  doing  just  step  iii  at  four  oiclock 
ill  the  afliTUOOii. 

Am  we  pass  thnnigh  the  hall  to  tlie  large  room, 
where  tin-  books  in  the  lower  libniiy  are  given 
out,  there  ar*-  Iroui  fifty  to  seventy-five  per- 
sons, mostly  overgrown  boys  and  girls.  At 
the  t44>le  there  are  three  or  four  intently  stu- 
dying the  catalogues.  One  of  them  is  a  Jew, 
another  Irish,  the  third  African,  the  fourth 
a  JJoston  boy.  Near  them,  leaning  against 
cn(!  oPtlio  posts,  is  a  soldier.  On  the  op- 
posite sitli;  is  a  thin,  span;  youth,  who  has  the 
air  of  a  scholar.  A  bevy  uf  young  girls  are 
walking  up  to  the  opening  where  the  books  are 
given  out,  while  a  number  in  the  rear  start  up 
as  il\i-  librarian  calls  out  the  names  from  the 
cards.  The  scene  is  very  animating,  and  the 
peculiarity  is  that  most  of  these  threescore  per- 
sons, who  are  coming  and  going  at  this  time, 
are  the  .scholars  of  our  piiUlic  schools.  The 
books  they  return  and  tak<!  are  soiled  and  worn. 
As  this  week  is  vacation,  then;  has  been  a  rush 
of  scholars  for  books.  On  Saturday  last  about 
sevontiu'ii  hundred  •  volumes  were  given  out. 
The  average  nuudxjr  a  day  is  not  far  from 
I'ight  hundred.  In  the  morning  an  older,  and, 
upon  the  whole,  a  niure  cultivated,  cla.ss  will 
be  seen.  In  the  tJvenin^A  large  number  of 
mechanics  drop  in.  Tht;  ui^liod  of  taking  out 
the  books  is  verv  simple  and'thp  work  gofs  on 
with  promptness.  Tlu'  buoS  liroiight  in  are 
at  once  carrierl  into  the  library'  room  in  the 
rear,  and,  if  not  kept  back  to  be  re-covered, 
art;  at  once  put  in  their  places  ready  for  the 
next  coiner.  Thus  often  in  t:^n  or  fifteen 
ininii{e«  it  is  again  called  lur. 

WHAT  KIM>  «iK  UOOK.S  AKK  TAKKX  OUT? 

.4.  gifcat  variety,  of  course.  Threc-c|Mart<'rs 
of  those  last  Saturday  were  novels.  (JoQ|Mjr, 
Scott,  Dickens,  and  others,  are  eagerly  sMzed. 
/ftii'per'K  Monlkhj  i.s  a  great  favorite.  '^'Iierr 
arc  si.x  copivs,  and  the.«<e  arc  in  use  all  the  tinu-. 
and  bear  uniniHtakablc  marks  of  wear.  'J  h.' 
librarian  savs  two  or  three  times  as  manv  nmiM 
be  in  circulatifm  if  they  had  them.  Ni^t  to 
novel"*  c'oiiic  travels  and  biography.  Jii^BDw 
the  book.-*  on  liLitory  are  retaiue<l  to  rai 
and  this  may  ittwca.-^'  the  circulation  o 
above. 

rilK  UKADINCi  IUKJM 

't  fl  ju^'ftr*****"""*  ""'"  Let  UH  go  in.  Here 
arc  fony  persons  who  are  reading.  During  the 
evenings  th'.'  room  is  fdle«l.  All  is  light  and 
chocrful.  ^  Thu'k'ading  pa|>ci>i  and  perit^^als 
are  keptfe  an  '  ""j^Ky  Itt^  '^".^  oiie7ran  be 
had  by  going  up  ft^Mlsl^lg  lor  it.  jn  many 
t  .T<«e.s  thei^^arc  iliipR«s^}||il^Iarper'JwrfWliN/*^i/ 
and  Ifll^  an-  :ilso  hyj||^uiost*caIl4|Wbr. 
Tl;  .  i;t  ~-i\  "I  t^,Pj^lBP^"'l  fnuro^e 
latftrJ  there  we  (ixSAthml in,  anryiqMpt 
of  other  pcM^f  joum.ils.  Here  ladies  M^«'ll 
as  g<^ntleisi^Rt  and  read. 


^•^,  THE  LONVta  LIBRARY  ROOM;      41*     ;|g| 

in  th^rear  is  ^  busy  place  during*^he  after- 
nooogpSix  young' girls  aaj^uuning^tb  the  dif- 
fcri^BBlovgs  to  rq>Ia£^SPr  tak(- out  books. 
In  ^^^partiiient  tbenl^c  aVout  twenty-five 
tlious md  voliiiiits.  Tijcse  are  chiefly  novels, 
biojrraphios,  fiivcU,  an  1  books  of  a  popular 
uliaractei*.  Though  tlier«'  is  mueh  of  interest 
in  this  room  we  cannot  linger  but  mu0  go  up 
stain. 

IHK  VVVKliil.KU. 

contains  the  more  valiiihle  1»o<jIc«i.  Here  are 
the  Parktr,  Bov.-ditch,  and  Prince  collections. 
The  lalt^-  is  now  in  the  process  of  arrange-  .. 
ment.  The  books  are  classified  according  to 
their  subjects.  Portions  of  iheni  are  kept  in 
the  library  for  reference,  but  most  of  them  are 
for  free  circulation.  The  room  itself  is  very 
cheery  and  inviting.  Ladies  and  gentlemen 
are  sitting  at  desks  reading.  Tn  one  corner 
there  is  a  student  poring  over  a  large  Yolun)e, 
taking  notes.  At  the  opposite  desk  S^'o^*^ 
intelligent  girl  is  intently  reading  a^^ri-ncli  book, 
whde  by  her  side  is  an  elderly  gerffleman  con- 
sultin<r  one  of  the  scientific  works  from  the  Boav- 
ditch  collection. 

WHO  RKAttS  TflK  UQUKsi  ? 

All  classes   and   ages.     TwA-tUirds    of  the 
names  we  heard  called,  in  the  distribution  of 
the  books  in  the    lower   library,    were    Irish. 
Kelly,    Murphy,    <^VBricn,    Mahoney   and  the 
like,  testified  the  Celtic  origin  of  the  readers. 
A  rapid  glance  like  this  will  show  what  the 
public  library  is  doing  for  the  people.     While 
it  retains  the  best  features  of  the  great  Euro- 
pean public  libraries,  it  is  in  the  fullest  sense 
popular.     The  influence  of  this  instit\ition  must 
be  ven'  great.     It  is  a  gain  in  itself  to  have  so 
larg^  >  niifete*P*fJfMit'yourtg  co«»Ant.  visitors 
to  thf  Hbrary.*   Th.'  *v.udy  of  the^ catalogue 
and  the  writing  of  the  numbers  on  the  cards 
is  a  mental  discipline  and  adds  to  their  knowl- 
edtie.     This  verv    familiaritv   with  books  will 
sti-nulate  the  desire  to  read.  ( ir.int,  if  you  please 
that  a  large  proportion  of  what  is  read  are  nov- 
vels,  stories,  and  other  works  of  a  light  charac- 
ter.   This  surely  is  better  for  lads  than  to  race 
the  streets  in  the  CTening.     Then,  again,  lure 
are  furnished  the  b< -t  opportunities  for   pur- 
suing important  studies.     The  bright  and  intel- 
ligent young  man  has  in  this  library  the  means 
of  eonsultinjr  books,    which  the  most  favored 
scholars,   like  Mr.  Ticknor  or  Mr.  Prescott, 
could  not  obtain  in  this  country  when  they  were 
young.  But  we  will  not  enlargi;  on  this.    Every 
one  must  see,  th.at  among  the  institutions  lor 
education  in  Boston,  few  deserve  a  more  gen- 
erous patronage  and  donations  than  the  public 
library .  • 


«ittMk 
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l^lt  is    probibly  not  generally  kno^ 


this 
toi 


coUeQtipn  of  books  almost  uniij  le  oLitskinri 

tjdeed  in  aq^tf;h\jr  coimtryicontaining' 
value  thttfvery  mention  of  which 
wouia  isake  the  ears  of  the  uninitiated  tingle, 
has  fof^some  generations  been  (juietly  domi- 
ciled m  the  very  heart  of  this  city;  and  which 
probity  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  has 
seldom  iJfen  vi»ife<l,  save  by  some  fortunate 
savant  wHb  was  jM'rmitted  to  examine  its  vari- 
ous gems.  I  speak  of  the  Prince  Library,  the 
profierty  of  the  Old  South  church,  and  taking 
its  n«ne  from  the  learned  and  in<lcfatig:ible  di- 
vine and  historian,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince, 
who  ilihe  year  17 IH,  became  a  ptstor  of  that 
church.  :in<l  who  on  his  death  in  17')8.  hdt 
these  books  by  will,  to  the  flock  over  vfhoni  he 
had  presided. 

The     Prince'    Librar^  numbers    altogether 
about  nineteeiyhundred  volumes;  but  as  many 
of  these  volumes  contain  two  or  more  distinct 
works,  (one,  holding  as    many  as  seventy  six. 
but  they  were  pamphlets)   there  cannot  be  lees 
than  between  four  anfl   five   thousand    separate 
titles,  two-thirds  of  which  are  supposed  to  be 
the^fljcal,  and  the  remainder  historical  or  po- 
assical  and  miscellaneous.     The  main 
the    collection,  however,  cons;«ts  in 
number  of  the  works    of »eariMs^e *- 
uritan  divines,  among  which  (^pro- 
of   the     Mathers,    the    Cot^s,  the 
e  Nortons  and  others,  figi^Krgely, 
i'cb,  valuable  in  themselves,  are  made 
so  hyit'ie  manuscript  notes    of  Mr. 
Prin<^it%rith  which  almost  all  of  them  are  more 
or  less  enriched.     Among   these  worthies  is  to 
be  found  a  copy  of  the  old    Bay  Psalm    Book, 
the  first  book  printed  np:)n  New  England  soil, 
and  once  in  gener.d  use  among  the  churches  of 
the  Pilgrini  Feathers.     It  is  said  that  it  would 
not  be  very  far  out  of  the  way,  to  call  a  perfect 
copy  of  this  book  worth  one  thousand  dollars. 
Such  a  price  seems  at  first  sight  to  be  not  a  lit- 
tle astonisbing,  but  books  of  this  kind,  like  old 
coin,  acquire  a    value    far    above  the  intrinsic 
worth  of     their  mere    material,  and    when  it  is 
remembered  that   a  tooth  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
was  sold  in  London  a  few  years  since  for  three 
thousand    six  ^hundred  dollars,  need    one  feel 
surprised  that  an  antifpiity  like  the  Bay  Psalm 
Book  tbould  come  to  be  worth  more  than  ten- 
fold 1(9  weight  in  Uie  most  precious  of  metals.' 
Of  kmdred  value  with  the   above,  is  the  cele- 
brifed  Indian  Bible  of  the   apostolic  Eliot,  ol 
winch  two  copies,  the  first  and  second  edition, 
ai»tobe  found,  and  for  a  more  particular  ac- 
cotmtof  which,  as  well    as   of  the  Baf  Psalm 
Bool»r  we  must  refer  our  readers  to  Mr.'Gria 
wold's  continuation  of  D'Uraeli's  "Curiosities 
of    Literature."     The    titles   of  some  of  these 
ohl   booWs    are  occasionally  quaint.     "BoweU 
opened,"  seems  to  modern  ears  a  carious  title 
for  a  work  of  devotion,  and  a  "Key  made  out 
of  the    l.kh  Psalm"  niunt  have  required  an  un- 
wonted skill  in  the  hand  of  the  smith  employed 
ihereon.     There  is  one  work  of  this  category, 
hoTTCver,  which  in  spite  of  its  somewhat  repul- 
sive title.  "The   Bloo«ly  Tenent  of  Persecu- 
tion," by  Rogci  Wdliams,  is   a  volume   ol   fine 
litcrarv  merit,  to  say  nothing  qf  »^  »"»"ty. 


Ol^serPions,     ell  ction,    faperal,    fast-day  j 
thantsgnTllgv  partlitiuake, 
the  Prinrre^Library  is  great  v 
^uA* a  collection  as  they  preseH^ii,   per 
(outside  of  the  British  Museutin^iAwhefe  else 
to  be  mef^ith.     Auiong  the  ^^terican  histori- 
cal works  aUo,  are  to  be  found  sonne  which  are 
quite  rare;  such  as  the  History  of  New  Eng- 
land, by  Captain  John  Sniiil,  and  that  of  Vir- 
ginia,  by  the  same   author ;   of  each  of  which 
works  the  library  possesses  fine  copies.     Of  old 
biblical    and    other  theologji,    not  American, 
the  library  has  also  a  goodly  store;  while  here 
and  there  an  old  folio,  such  as  the  "  Epistoi» 
Familiares"  of  iEneas   Sylvia^,    (Pope    Pm* 
II.) — printed    thirty-five  years  after    printing 
was   invented, — or   a   copy   of  the   renowned 
"Purchase  his  Pilgrimage"  meets  the  view. 

But  not   to  dwell  too   long  upon  these  mat- 
ters, we  would  inform  the  lover  of  autographs 
that  lor  him  also  there  is  here  a  bounteous  re- 
past.    Of  Increase,  or  as  he  sometimes  called 
himself,  Crescentius  Mather,  there    are    many 
autographic    specimens,    as     also   of    Cotton 
Mather.       The    Cottons,    the    VVillards^    the 
Sewclls,  etc.,  are  all  well  represented   in  this 
department.     Most  Irequent  ol  all  is  the  auto- 
graphs ol  Mr.  Prince  himself;  and  in  some  of 
the  old  English  books  are  those  of  Sir  Kiiielm 
Digby,  of  Sir   Beville  (Jrecnville,  wjm  Icll  in 
the  parliamentary  civil  war,  of  Sir  John  May- 
nard,  one  of  Olivtr  Ciom well's  judges,  and  ol 
Ambrose  Phillips,    the    poet   ol    the    reign  ol 
Queen  Anne.     Ol  the  manuscript  collections  ol 
this  library  but  little  can  be  said,  they  havng 
been    hitherto    enshrined     in    ^ome     eaitctuui 
sanctorum  inaects^ible  to  the  writer;   but  they 
ar«   large,  embracing    MSS.  of  the  Mather?, 
^j^pbVtrnor   Hinckley,    etc.,    etc.,    and   coo« 
taiiaing  letters  of  Wm.  Penn,  and  of  lome  other  I 
*^elebritie»,    ^ul^no^  to  weary  the  attSwon  ol 
the  reader,  dkese  y^mirks    will  be  drawn  to 
a  clotfe  by  transcribing  from  one  of  the  printed 
volumes  an  insi-ription.     It  15  ta  be  found  on  a 
blank  page  of  one  of  Bullingcr*t  Sermons,  Mid 
runs  as  follows  :  "Edward  Burcbard,  bia  booke 
given  to  the- church  at  Plimouth  in  New  Eng- 
land, An.  tioax.  1628?  March."  Here  then  it  a 
boq^^bich  came'  into  possession  of  that  little 
band  ol  <liri?tian  h«rot?s.  the  Pilgrim  Father*, 
hardly  more  than  two  years  after  their  landing 
on  Plymouth  Ilo<;k.     Truly  this  is  an  interest* 
ing  relic,  and  worthy  to  be  gazed  on  with  ven- 
eration by  all  vho  value  the  associations  con- 
nected with   the  beginnings  of  this   great  re- 
public. 

This- library  has  been  placed  in  the  City 
Library  iBuilding  on  certain  conditiona,  ami 
will  be  open  to  the  inspection  ol  the  public  in 
due  tiii»B>  *  .  J.  S. 


L.^  L 
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Public  attention  had  for  several  j^ears  been  directed  to  the  subject  of  a  FREE  CITY 
tibrarv  in  Boston,  beiure  an}'  organization  had  been  effected,  or  even  any  practicably 
plan  liad  been  devised.  A  public  meeting  for  a  somewhat  kindred  purpose  was  held  in 
1841.  In  184;J  ail  I  again  in  1847,  books  were  received  by  the  City  from  the  City  ^ 
Paris,  through  M.  Vatteinarc,  the  advocate  of  a  S3'stem  of  international  exchanges. 

In  August,  1847,  a  Joint  Cunnnitteo  was  ap[Kjintcd  b\'  tiic  City  Council  to  consider 
what  suitable  acknowledgment  could  be  made  for  this  donation,  and  to  provide  a  proper 
place  in  the  City  Hall  to  keep  the  books  in  safety.  In  October,  1847,  this  Committee, 
through  their  Chairman,  Hon.  Josiah  Qninc}',  Jr.,  made  their  rpport  and  iutroctu(fecl 
an  order,  which  was  adopted,  tliat  a  Joint  Committee  be  formed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  commencing  the  formation  of  a  Public  Library,  under  tlie  control  and  auspices  of  the 
City,  with  authority  to  receive  donations  for  the  same,  either  in  books  or  money,  in  case 
one  should  be  establislied,  and  with  directions  to  report  rules  for  its  use  and  management. 
In  January,  1848,  Mr.  Ouincy  in  his  inaugural  address  as  Mayor,  called  attention  to  a 
"  reference  of  the  last  citv  government  as  to  the  advisability  of  asking  the  Legislature  for 
power  oi  aiding  public  spirited  citizens  in  the  formation  of  a  Library,  under  as  few 
restrictions  as  is  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  property."  The  Mayor  was  in 
cog^equence  directed  to  api)ly  to  the  Legislature  for  such  power.  ^ 

0%.|.bc  18th  of  March,  1848,  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  was  passed, 
authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  establish  and  maintain  a  Public  Library.  The  Act  was 
accepted  by  the  City  on  the  3d  of  April  following.  In  the  same  year  a  Joint  Coramitteo 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  Library  [was  appointed  in  1847,  and  has  been  since  from 
year  to  year  continued.  The  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  offered  to  give  five  thousand 
dollars  towards  a  Puljlic  Librar}-,  on  condition  that  the  citizens  should  add  to  it  $10,000. 
A  project  was  discussed  to  procure  the  Athenaeum;  as  the  bisis  of  a  Public  Library.  In 
1850  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett  offered  his  large  and  valuable  collec  Jon  of  Public  Docu- 
ments,  which  were  thankfulh'  received  as  soon  as  accommodations  could  be  made  for  them. 
In  1850,  his  Honor  John  P.  Bigelow,  wjiile  Mayor,  gave  the  sum  of  aiOOO  in  cash,  which 
was  gratefidly  accepted  by  the  City,  and  n<uv  constitutes  the  Bigelow  Fund.  A  Board  of 
Trustees  was  not  however  constituted  till  May,  1852.  June  30th  of  the  same  year,  the 
Trustees  were  requested  ''  to  report  to  the  City  CNnincil  upon  the  olyects  to  be  attained  by 
the  establishment  of  a  Public  Library,  and  the  best  mode  of  effecting  them."  * 

Their  report  dated  July  G,  written  by  Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Ticknor,  is  a  very  able  and 
interestincr  document.  It  iraw  not  oiilv  a  viuorous  impulse  but  also  definite  shape  and 
consistency  to  the  desires  which  iiad  ai  iutervals  and  variously  found  expression  in  favor 
of  a  free  Public  Library. 

It  was  this  report  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Joshua  Bates,  Esq.,  of  London,  a  native 
of  this  vicinity,  and  lung  a  re.>itk'ut  of  tlic  city,  and  1»'<1  him  to  make  his  first  donation  of 
$50,000,  now  constituting  the  Bates  Fund.  This  .lonation  was  made  on  the  condition  that 
the  city  should  provide  and  always  maintain  a  suitable  establishment  Am-  a  free  Public 
Library.  An  ordinance  of  the  City  Louneil  organizing  the  Library  was  passed  on  the 
12th  October,  1852. 

Soon  after  the  city  punhaMMl  l;in<l  and  erected  the  building,  at  a  total  expenditure  of 
about  8305,000.     The  l.uildiim  \vi<  dedicated  on  the  1st  <.r.Ianuary,  18.58. 

A  large  number  of  ImmjUs  had  Ikmmi  received  previously  to  this  time,  as  presents  fjrom 
various  public  spirited  citizens,  and  the  following  sums  in  money. 

From  James  Brown,        .......         $200. 

Samuel  Ap^deton,  ......        1,000. 

James  Nightingale,        ......  100, 

Nathaniel  I,  Bowditch,  (value)  .         .         .  200. 

J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  .....  300. 

Sally  In  man  Kast  Shepard,  ....        1,000. 

When  the  building  had  been  commenced,  Mr.  Bates  expressed  his  purpose  to  preset 
to  the  City  in  addition  to  the  fund  of  $50,000,  "a  considerable  number  of  l)ooks.'*  At  or 
soon  afler  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  building,  he  had  purchased  and  sent,  in  flil« 
fiiment  of  this  purpose,  IxMjks  coitlng  him  $50,000. 


Since  tlie  organization  of  the  Library,  the  donations  to  its  funds  and  its  colledionj 
have  been  both  numerous  and  vuhiablo.  We  cannot  mention  lierc  even  mauj\of/tho3e 
most  noticeable  and  important.  The  following  additions  have  been  made  to  the  perma- 
nent  funds,  tlie  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books :  — 

Tlie  riiillips  Fund^of  which  $l(y)g9  worc^^iesented  by  tlie  IIoii.  Jonathan  rhilllps  in  Js 
520,000  recckc^UirisVitoa-aiittj^t  liuulo  in  a  will  dated  several   ! 


A 


V    \ 


r- 


April,  1850,  and  020, 

years  earlier  than  his  first  donation  ^ 

The  Lawrence  Fund -ef  $10,000, 'rocoived  in   1859  ])y  bequest  of  the  Hon.  Abbott  \ 

tawrence.  f   " 

The  Townsend  Fund  .-»^  $4,000,  roecivcd  \n   1^50  Horn  Messrs.  William  3Iinot  and   , 

William  Minot,  jr.,  as  executors  of  the  will  of  MUs  Mary  1'.  Townsend.  j 

ft  The  Franklin  Club  Fund  of  ei,C00,  rectivcWVom  Mi— r^^.  Thomas  Minns,  John  A. 
"French,  and  J.  Franklin  Read,  as  Tin  ^oc^  of  a  literary  asso. laiiun  of  young  men  formerly  j     \ 
existing  in  the  city  under  the  nanu'  of  llu-  Franklin  Club.  f ^ 

These,  ^vith  the  Bigelow  Fund  of  $1,000  and  the  Bates  Fund   of  $50,000,  already 
noticed,  make  a  total  of  $90,000  of  permanent  funds. 

Among  the  large  collections  of  book  given  to  the  Library,  vrc  should  especially  mention 

the  following :  — 

The  children  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  LL.D.,  presented,  in  1858,  the  important 
mathematical  library  of  tlioir  father,  numbering  2,250  volumes  and  487  pamphlets. 

In  18G0,  the  extensive  and  valuable  library  beiinoathed  to  the  city  by  the  Rev.  Theo- 
dore Parker,  numbering  11,001  volumes  and  3,088  pamphlets,  was  received  from  hia 
executors,  Mrs.  Parker  generously  waiving  her  right,  under  hcj;  husband's  will,  to  return 
the- library,  or  change  its  destination. 

In  the  same  year,  George  Ticknor,  Esq.,  presented  2,418  volumes  an<l  254  pamphlets, 
mostly  standard  works  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Italian  classics.  These,  in  addition  to 
his  other  gifts,  make  the  number  of  his  donations  to  the  Library  upwards  of  3,000 
volumes. 

During  the  year  1860,  the  deacons  of  the  Old  South  Church,  of  this  city,  acting  as 
trustees  under  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  I'rinco,  former  pastor  of  that  church,  deposited 
the  previous  collection  of  books,  pamiihlets,  and  manuscripts  bcqueatned  by  him  to  the 
Old  South  Church  in  the  year  1758,  and  known  as  the  Prince  Library.  It  consisted,  as 
then  bomid,  of  1,899  volumes,  and  is  very  rich  in  books  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the 
history  of  New  England  previous  to  his  dealii,  as  well  as  In  the  first  productions  of  its 
press  and  in  the  works  of  its  early  authors. 

The  Specific-It  ions  of  English  Patents,  with  the  Drawings  and  Indexes,  presented  ^ 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioiicis  of  Patent,  through  Ili«"  /cajous  and  obliging  interventTSll 
of  Joseph  Story,  E-ci-,  late  Pre.-,ident  of  the  Common  Council,  at  present  number  W2  - 
volumes  of  Drawings  in  folio,  551  vohiim-  (.f  ^quM-iik-ations  in  royal  8%  besides  27  vol- 
umes of  Indexes,  12  volumes  of  Commissioners'  Journals  in  8%  and  20  volumes  of  Abridg- 
ments in  12". 

LIST  of  books  placed  in  Library  during  the  month  of  Scpteml)er,  1807;  also  of  books 
in  the  Lower  Hall,  supi.lementary  to  the  several  ''Finding  Lists." 


N.B.— Books  on  shelves  numbered  2.1 10  and  upwards  arc  in  the  Bates  Hall ;  those  OS 
shelves  below  2,110  are  in  the  Lower  Hall. 
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takes  up  the  solemn  theme  and  calls  for  the  adoption  of  some  jDlan,^ 
h^  no  clear  idea  what,  which  will  'enable  us  to  enter  upon  any  futifirc 
wa^  with  a  vast,  well-disciplined,  and  well-appointed  force  ay  our 
oomVnand.  Every  legislature  approjiriates  money,  and  of  lat^  has 
l)egna  to  appropriate  large  sums  of  it,  for  the  maintenance  and  irfcrease 
of  the' military  establishment  of  the  State.  Not  content  withf  this,  a 
bill  has  ^ow  been  introduced  into  Congress  to  add  to  the  la^'itimate 
fnnctions'of  the  War  Department  the  costly,  cumbrous,  atfd  utterly 
inoperative  inachinory  of  a  national  militia  system.  / 

The  popular  delusion  in  regard  to  the  value  of  this  systetrfhas  mainly 
sprung  from  tjhe  success  of  a  few  volunteer  military  orgapiizations  in 
some  of  our  lai'ge  cities.     To  such  places  such  orgauizatiins  are  both 
important  and  necessary,  because,  however  lacking  th(|^  may  be  in 
themselves  in  di^ipline,  materiel,  or  personnel,  they  areiilmost  certain 
to  be  always  far  kiperior  in  all  these  points  to  the  roodies  of  men 
against  which  they  Heed  at  times  to  be  used.    But  it  j^ust  not  be  for- 
gotten that  such  orgapizations  are  not  indebted  for  t^eir  existence  to 
the  State,  nor  for  theit  prosperity  to  its  fostering  ca<-e.     They  are  not 
the  result  of  enactment*  made  by  legislatures.    Th^  do  not  owe  their 
cflieiency  to  appropriations  made  in  their  behalf.     They  are  simply  the 
outward  expressions  of  that  inherent  love  of  militftry  life  and  taste  for 
military  pursuits  which  arc'  peculiar  to  the  peoi^o,  and  v.'hich  always 
manifest  themselves  in  some  lAanner  wherever  la/ge  numbers  of  vdting 
men  arc  massed  together,  wher«  opportunities  ^or  meeting  aiTU  drill 
arc  (^e<^uent,  and  where  the  rivalry  of  different/iodies  tend*  to  give  to 
every  mdtBber  of  each  one  a  personal  interest  \k  its  succe^.     They  will 
flourish  withetnt  the  State ;  indeed,  It  may  ahtfost  be  sa^  that  they  will 
flourish  in  spite  of  tite  State.    It  should  certainly  b^'the  aim  of  every 
government  to  encourag«.and  strengthen  a^l  such  organizations,  where 
they  do  exist,  by  every  metho^  conBintept  fi'iih.  ^  wise  economy.     But 
it  should  not  fall  into  the  comm'dTr-mistil^e  M  imagining  that  by  the 
granting  of  privileges  and  subsidies  it  c^<;rcatc  similar  organizations 
anywhere.    For  though  such  organizatii^a  wfH-succeed  in  cities  if  the 
State  does  nothing  for  them,  they  will  i*)t  succeed  in  tke  country  if  the 
State  does  everything.     For  none  of  tie  conditions  which  no^duce  to 
the  success  of  military  organizatiohs  fn  the  city  exist  in  the  cotmtry. 
There  the  situation  is  far  differctfi     "V?oung  men  are  comparatively  few 
in  numbers,  and,  moreover,  tliey  rarclt  remain  long  in  one  place.    They 
live  at  distances  too  far  apart  to  mcjit  for  frcqiient  drill.     In  summer 
most  of  them  are  employed  during  the  day  in  severe  bodily  exercise, 
which  leaves  them  too  much  exhaiifeted  for  any  (^-ertlon  at  night.     In 
winter,  suitable  and  convenient  plfaces  for  assembling  are  usually  pro- 
cured with  difficulty,  and  even  \i  at  all,  are  procured  at  an  expense 
which  the  volunteers  cannot,  and  the  State  would  not  and  should  not, 
1)6  called  upon  to  defray.     Tl^  regimental  organieation   extends  at 
present  by  statute  over  an  assembly  district,  and  must,  under  any  cir- 
«  unistances,  extend  in  the  couqrtry  over  a  large  tract  (>f  territory  •  and 
it  is  sinoplc  folly  to  say  that  there  can  ever  be  any  battalion  drill  worth 
ppeaUng  of  when  the  members  of  a  regiment  are  scattered  over  an  area 
of  Mvcral  hundred  square  iniles     No  enprit  He  corps,  the  life  and  soul 
«t  volunteer  organizations/ can  poflsil)ly  be  infused  into  men  who  do 
not  meet  often  enough  to  Itnow  their  oflticers  or  to  feel  that  they  arc 
either  learning  or  doing  ynnything  of  value  to  themselves  or  to  others. 
Militia  regiments,  in  cqilse<iucnce,  have  in  the  country  always  been  a 
failure;  practically  thcy  have  never  existed  save  on  paper;  Arn\  their 


em,  we  say  that  in  the  main  they  were  the  most  useless  a»d  expen^vo 
reg^nents  which   the   Government   ever  had    in    its    pay.     Yet    au 
imaginary  importance  has  been   attributed   to  what  they  d^l   from 
the  facKthat  they  were   usually  catled  into  the  service  Ml  a  time 
when  the  W,ar  Department  was  straining  every  nerve  to  iacreaso  the 
olTcnsive  strei^th  of  the  army,  and  desired  to  withdraw  all  veteran 
troops  either  frdni  places  where  there  was  no  danger  btit  where  there 
might  be,  or  from  places  where  there  was  need  to  keep  up  a  show  of 
strength  though  not  irreality.     In  addition  to  this,  the  exaggeratt  1, 
ideas  of  many  of  those  wbo  went  out  under  such  calls  as  to  what  they 
had  seen  and  suffered  incre^^^ed  the  common  belief  in  the  value  of  what 
they  had  done.     For  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  shorter  time  a  man 
has  been  in  the  field,  the  more  fbfril.>le  have  been  the  hardships  which 
he  has  endured  and  the  greater  the  services  which  he  has  rendered. 
This  is  a  natural  feeling,  and  gave  t6  many  an  unwarranted  notion  of 
what  they  and  their  regiments  had  accomplished  which  a  fuller  expe- 
rience would  have  removed.    The  impressions  produced  in  their  minds 
they,   however,   communiQ«led   to   others.     And  even  now  there  arc 
many  persons  who  hone^y  believe  that  the  victory  of  Gettysburg  was 
in  good  part  duo  to  tl^id  timely  arrival  and  heroic  clTorts  of  New  York 
militia  regiments  hui4ied  to  Pennsylvania  by  Gov.  Seymour ;  who  cannot 
be  persuaded  that  not  a  member  of  one  of  those  regiments  was  within 
gunshot  of  the  battle,  or  even  within  hearing  distanee.     In  truth,  Gov. 
Seymour  lUtnself  seems  to   be  of  that  opinion  ;    though  it    would 
be  hard  4o  convince  of  the  fact  any  of  the  much-worn  men  ^vko,  while 
anxioMsly  but  vainly  waiting  during  those  long  three  days  for  the  suc- 
ccn?i*umored  to  be  on  its  way,  felt  that  there  existed  no  North  save 
^at  which  was  under  their  feet. 

Let  us  by  no  means  be  understood  as  advocating  the  giving  up  of 
the  militia  system  entirely,  or  as  denying  not  simply  the  importance 
but  the  absolute  necessity  of  maintaining  volunteer  organizations  in 
time  of  peace.  But  it  iska.  useless  and  foolish  waste  of  time  and  money 
to  attempt  to  make  that  univecaal  which  from  the  nature  of  things  can 
only  be  local;  to  spend  millions  in ^©tutructing  elaborate  machinery 
which  at  the  first  shock  of  war  tvill  all  be  thrown  aside.  It  is  not  de- 
sirable to  incur  a  vast  expense  in  securing  objects  whicT»-^c^  just  as 
certainly  be  obtain«d  for  little  or  nothing  ;  or  to  add  to  the"H|ready 
complicated  lat)or  of  the  "War  Department  the  unprofitable  tasfc^of 
breattehig  the  breath  of  life  into  that  senseless  model  of  a  military  eS^- 
t^l^ishment,  a  national  militia  system. 


A   BOSTON    NOTION, 

Within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  in  Mamachtmetts  even,  many  a 
yoxith  thirsty  for  knowledge  has  had  for  his  whole  library  not  moro  than  three 
or  four  books.  And  very  likely  many  an  elderly  man  ran  bethink  hiiiiself — 
as  his  children,  living  in  Boston,  freely  range  over  the  hundred  and  thirty  thou 
sand  volumes  of  the  Public  Library,  not  the  Iwast  of  that  city's  many  glories — 
of  the  farm-house  days  when  he  usetl  to  count  himself  happy  that  the  family 
Bible,  besides  the  Old  Testament  and  tlu;  New,  contained  the  Apocrypha,  un- 
suggestive  of  preaching,  to  delight  him  with  the  downfall  of  boasting 
Nicanor  and  profan<«  Antiochus,  and  to  charat  him  witb  the  wonderful  hit* 
tfvry  of  Tobit— a  virtuous  man  indeed,  but  not  in  strictnees  a  Bible  character, 
and  whose  story  was,  ]>erhap8,  Iwys  being  r«l>elliou!',  none  tho  worse  •'  for 
example  of  life  and  instruction  of  manners  "  that  ac<iuaintance  with  it  was 
made  not  in  Sunday-«:hool,  but  on  the  floor  in  the  Best  Uoora.      Now  and 


„,„.  .      .    ,,    .    .  ^,  ,,,...  I-  -i-i  ings  m  the  one  oia  canvas-covereu  vojume,  niB  grauuiavMrrB  ijeiure  iiiiu,  an 

pres8.on  m  their  laws  or  not.     They  see  that  m  tune  of  peace  mail  tary  j  J^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^^.^^^^  ^.^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^,^  ^^^  succulencn 

organizations  outside  of  large  places  are  not  desirable,  and,  if  desirable,    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^.^^^^  ^^^^j^j  ^.^^  .^  j,^  jvj^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^j  ^^^.^  3,^,,^^  ^„j 

not  possible;  «iat  in  time  of  war  no  militia  regiment  ever  takei  the    ,^^^^  ^^^^ .  ^j^^^  .^  ^^^.^^  j^^^„  ^j^^  ^^^.^  i^j,^  ..  ^,^^p.^  p^y^ ..  ^^  ^p^se. 

field  f,>r  any  but  the  most  limited  period ;  that  if  it  iippaicutly  doel  so,    ^^^^  j^j^  benefit  as  well  as  the  infant  royal  duke'n,  and  api.lied  the  morals  to 

It  is  only  ai^)arently,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  new  regiment  which  goes  tout    ^j^^  ^-^^^^  ^f  (i,,orge  the  First ;  when  Lord  LyttU-ton  and  .Mr.  Shenstone  had. 

indeed,  made  him  asuflicient  Damon  or  Paridel  or  Daphnis,  but  he  looked 

round  the  meeting  house  in  vain  for  any  Phillis  or  Daphne,  diB<lainful  or 

kind.  t.»  whom  he  might  apply  the  song  he  admired  : 


'.'.ndet  the  old  name,  -ank  and  file  and  oflicers  of  the  line  and  ofiiccrAof 
the  field  and  staff  being  so  completely  changed  as  to  leave  visil4<* 
^earoely  the  least  trace  of  the  skeleton  of  the  original  organization. 

The  delusion  in  regard  to  the  benefits  derived  from  the  system  ha 
moreover,  of  late  been  fostered  in  part  by  the  exaggerated  notions  tha 
prevail  in  reganl  to  the  operations  of  the  militia  during  the  rebellion^ 
n  ithont  detracting  from  the  real  valne  of  the  work  done  by  some  of 


.1 


•'  Bee  Daphne,  tee,  Florelio  rrled, 
And  learn  the  tad  effcctB  of  pride  : 
Yon  chelterert  ro»e  how  «aft  if. 

How  quickly  blar«ted  when  rr 

when  he  knew  bv  heart  several  versions  of  "  The  D»?ath  of  Hercules 


when 


'  ^^l 
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Mr.  CawthoS^  addressed  Wm  in  numbers  such  as  the  following,  and  taught 
"  Tlie  Regulation  of  the  Passions,  the  Source  of  Human  Ilappme88    : 
"  PaBBione,  like  colors,  have  their  strength  and  ease. 


ThoBC  too  Insipid  and  tto  Ka"dv  thcBC  ; 
Some  ou  the  heart,  like  Bpa^nolettl  s,  throw 
Fictitious  horrors  and  a  weight  of  woe  ; 
Home  like  Albano's" 

do  something  quite  th«  contrary  for  a  reason  which  his  memory  may  prob- 

""^'^  ut'\rueTat'if  he  is  philosophically  Inclined,  and  has  a  Bostonian  beUef 
in  the  great  Emersonian  doctrine  of  compensation,  he  may  refuse  to  mourn 
that  he  was  confined  in  that  arid  waste  to  browse  ou  twigs  «>  d'^' jf  [^ 
fleet  that  better  food  might  have  been  put  to  worse  uses  and  ^^^S^l^'^ 
clmity  •  that  but  for  the  chill  penury  of  these  forgotten  bards,  which  re- 
~h;Bnoblerage,hemighthimselfhavebeenawn^^^^^^^ 
theless  he  will  rejoice  that  su.h  days  as  his  are  gone ;  that  his  boys  and  girls, 
ff  thov  'now  none  of  them  by  heart,  can  have  dozens  of  Tennysons  for  one 
Akenside  ;  that  they  may  look,  if  they  like,  at  stereoscopic  views  of 

.     "  The  Theban  obelisk 
Imme'nBe  along  the  waste  ;  minuter  art,  ^^ 
Gllconlnn  forms,  or  Phldlan,  subtly  fair, 

which  he  could  only  read  about,  seeing  them  very  dimly  in  "  The  Ruins  of 
om   -  that  each  subscribes  to  a  magazine,  and  that  he  even  has  to  sign  a 
HtWon  to  the  city  school  committee  praying  that  pupils  may  not  be  re- 
oulred  to  study  out  of  the  regular  school  hours. 

^    We  have  seen  recently  a  private  letter  of  which  our  ^^PP^f  ^^-';f  ^'•^°;' 
in  Ms  c liWhood-s  days  and  famishing  in  his  dearth  of  books  could  have 
haX  d    amed.    It  was  written  by  an  influential  member  of  the  Examin- 
fng  (^^mmLe,  which  has  just  reported  to  the  city  of  Boston  on  the  cond. 
2n  of  the  noble  library  which  we  have  already  mentioned,      t  cont^ns  h 
view  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  libraries.    He  says  that  he  is  ^very  year 
more  and  more  persuaded  that  people  ought  to  give  up  the  old  notion  of 
Z^oX^-otectLghoo^B.\n  favor  of  the  better  one  of  getting  as  many 
boraJp^  ible  Lrn  out  by  fair  user    For.  in  his  opinion.to  wh  ch  our 
friend  will  now  assent,  though  once  he  might  have  wondered  at  it     the 
'eat  difficulty  about  libraries,  public  and  private,  is  to  ^fl'^^^^^^'J^. 
reS  tl-  books  in  them,  and  that  we  most  go  out  into  the  highways  and 
'edges  for  customers.    At  any  rate,  we  must  get  as  far  as  possible  away 
f^onf the  habits  of  the  Middle  Ages,  when  '^^ -^^-^^^l^^Zx^^t 
very  property  1  dare  say.  to  the  desks  where  they  were  to  be  used-just  as 
thfiv  Btill  are  in  the  Laurentian  Library  at  Florence. 

The^   on  people  seem  to  be  of  his  persuasion,  for  their  A- collect,on 
of  books.to  which  the  year  1866,  the  fourteenth  of  its  e-«tence.  -id^  about 
nine  thousand  volumes  and  four  thousand  pamphlets,  may  be  said  to  be  ab 
Xely  free  to  all  residents  of  the  city.    And  if  any  reader  entitled  to  the 
r,^v  lege^^of  the  institution  desires  a  work  not  already  among  its  stores 
r;  nt'Jnotice  in  every  book  which  he  borrows  informs  ^^j/^^^ -^  ^ 
proceed  in  order  to  gratify  his  wish.    He  is  urgently  requested  to  fill  out  a 
Zk  form,  which  the  librarian  furnishes  him.  with  the  name  of  the  work 
esJred  a^i  if  there  be  no  moral  objection  to  its  acquisition  and  it  be  ob- 
atabl'eTi    obtained  and  a  notification  of  the  fact  sent  to  the  person  who 
r^l  for  it     The  published  report  says  that  during  last  year  three  hundred 
llil^^swerrthus  asked  for,  that  forty-six  of  them  --  ^'-^^ - 
the  shelves,  one  hundred  and  thirty  were  ordered  and  are  now  in  the  Ubra^ 
one  hundli  and  twenty-eight  were  ordered  and  will  arrive,  and  only  two 
we  not  ordered.    From  the  fact  that  two  only  out  of  three  hundred  and 
Tlx  we^  l^idered  objectionable,  and  from  the  fact  that  in  the  Us   of  news- 
IZ^eTtnthe  reading-room  we  find  the  name  of  the  7«re^.^«.r.  U 
Iw^  intred  that  no  bfgotc.i  or  sectarian  standard  of  what  is  morally  ob- 
ierlionable  is  applied  by  the  committee.  ,  .,    ,       a  ^ 

'The  same  anxiety  to  make  the  library  fulfil  the  intention  of  »ts  founders 
_.  be  w^at  no  other  library  in  the  worid  has  either  attempted  or  desired  to 
Income  a  twerful  and  direct  means  for  the  intellectual  and  mora  advanc^ 
neTof  a  Thole  people  without  distinction  of  class  or  condition  "-is  evinced 
rl  pains  takeHo'save  the  borrowers  from  trouble  and  expense  and  lo^ 
o  timcTand  the  library  from  loss  of  books.     Every  volume  taken  out  may  be 
kept  twelve  days,  and  as  it  is  taken  out  the  borrower  s  -^^^^^^ ^^Z 
are  set  down.    The  date  of  borrowing  is  .tamped  on  the  cover,  that  the  book 
ttl^lf  Lay  be  a  reminder  of  the  time  when  it  should  ^-turn^L      f 
kept  out  till  the  thirteenth  day,  the  borrower  is  warned  l>y  ™'J^J^^^^^^^^^ 
incurring  a  fine  of  so  many  cents  a  day  by  its  detention,  -^  th^t  f  t  .r  the 
eighteenth  day  has  gone  a  special  messenger  will  be  sent  ^^    \^^^;;«  ^^ 
pfnse.     During  thirtyfive  days  of  w^^chthe_repon  speak    aa^^  h     sys  em 


were  40  in  number.  This  system  will  very  greatly  diminish,  in  the  future,  ttie 
Ukelihood  of  losses  and  injuries.  Reliance  must  perforce  be  placed,  unlena  tl.« 
cha  acter  of  the  institution  is  to  be  changed,  upon  the  honor  and  honesty  of 
the  population  of  the  city.  At  first,  an<l  for  four  or  five  years,  the  result .  « 
do  ng  was  a  matter  of  pride  to  every  Bostonian,  and  thougl.of  late  there  has 
ZL  change  for  the  worse,  the  state  of  affairs  is  not  now  in  the  leas  discour 
^ng  The'  alcoves  containing  works  of  fiction  are.  of  course,  most  exposed 
S^suse  and  depredation.  In  fourteen  years  they  have  lost  1.678,  and  the 
numrwhich  hid  to  be  condemned  as  worn  out  or  as  odd  volumes  w« 
1  oT  Of  those  two  classes  940  books  have  since  been  returned  or  had  th  .r 
pfaces  supplied  by  the  purchasing  committee.  In  other  departments  he 
tZ  are  very  much  less;  out  of  the  Bates  Hall,  which  contains  105312 
v"  umes  of  tl  J  130,678  comprising  the  library,  only  4:1  have  been  los  duri.^ 
Ihe  past  six  years,  and  a  part  of  these  it  is  said  will  be  returned.  A  part  of 
the  remedy  for  this  evil,  as  we  have  said,  will  be  found  in  the  new  system  of 
'r^rding  books  and  of  providing  for  their  return  ;  ^be  comniitU.  propcj^^ 
further,  that  the  Legislature  be  asked  to  apply  some  suitable  penalty  which 
can  be  readily  enforced  in  all  cases  of  gross  and  wanton  abuse. 

We^ve  mentioned  the  reading-room.    A  change  not  long  since  mt^e 
in  the  management  of  it  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  comment  among  the 
Bostonians.  but  seems  to  be  justified  by  the  statements  of  the  r.^rt.    If  we 
!renoTm  informed,  even  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  British  Museum  « 
rnltUution  not  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  a  democratic  population,  have  beet 
invadTbv  persons  whose  behavior  was  incompatible  with  literary  abor  or 
wHh  comfort.     Pendennis,  let  us  say.  goes  there  to  read  up  for  one  of  tba^ 
rrticleThe  erudition  of  which  is  to  astonish  his  mother  an.l  Laura ^By-and-by 
Ms  Blanche  Amory  enters.    Open  flirtations,  it  is  said,  are  carried  on ;  lov 
^"ade  and  small  talk  talked  in  the  reading-rooms,  and  women  constan  ly  and 
:Zli:X  come  there  for  fictions,  till  the  steady  old  habitues  are  bi  U.^ 
exasperated,  and  the  authorities  are  anxiously  -^^f «""°  ^^^'^  .^;°  j^^'^^ 
to  restore  peace  and  ciuietness  to  their  disturbed  domain.    A  I'^e  «v"  hw 
affected  the  serious  freciuenters  of  the  Boston  reading-room.     Wo«e  th« 
Z-l  anybody  and  everybody,  strangers  as  well  as  citizens  boy.  wd 
s^W-drls  as  well  as  men  and  women,  could  go  in  and  out  without  q«» 
uir  t  was  "rnd  tit  periodicals  were  stolen  and  scribbled  on.  that  peace 
able'  realg  was  impossible,  and  that  the  room  presented  rather  the  app^ 
an^e  of  a  re'ceptacle  for  refuse  pamphlets  than  an  orderiy  apartmenUor  M^ 
and  silent  amusement.    So  of  late  the  magazines,  instead  "^  b-«  'P^ 
out  on  the  tables,  are  stored  in  desks  and  placed  m  charge  ot  an  official,  m 
whrver  wou  d  read  one,  sends  up  a  card  with  his  name  on  it.  an    an  a 
r«nrnt  nuietly  brings  him  what  be  wants.    The  trouble,  so  far  as  the  wnt- 

ia  madi  to  feel  that  the  loan  of  a  hook  1.  a  great  favor.    %V  o  .1.1  that  m 
'  rdging  di.pea«r.  of  a  »iadoo,  that  U  not  theirs  «ere  »'»;"«-«  ^ 
Setaphor  which,  though  a  vnlgarUm,  ho  will  not  d«allow-to  take  a  leaf" 
"hi.  S^k,  the  Luaveft  and  mo,,  courtly  of  men,  whom  we  ron.e.ul..  «  r^ 
lian  of  a  college  library  not  very  far  from  B,»t.,n      An  a""»Jj  ■  ' »  7, 
hto  may  be  ci.il,  and  he  may  know  somethingof  thohbrary.  and  he  mayl* 
help  rl^r  1  an  a  fu»y  hindrance.    Of  .hose  in  the  Beaton  1.1>«'J  -^'J 
plLnt  recollection.,  and  if  they  are  ..ill  what  they  were  we  are  at .  1«^ 
know  whv  objection  .hould  have  been  made  by  an,  reader  «o    "fP'^ 
the  committee.    Opposition,  if  it  -till  exists,  w.ll  P-'''^  ^„";^  ^  „  I 
The  statements  of  the  report  seem  to  furnuh  complete  jasuOcatlon 
rr«     Headers  can  now  Had  what  they  want,  the  -Pe'""-;^'"  J^ 

trSm  is  ..uietcr,  ■naga.ine.  are  -.'-^J  >'r.'-'^„l„^:'  ^.^u.  e.  - 
are  Elad  to  hear  that  "  the  groups  of  idle  boys  -  unknown  M"' 
rb:ys  ■•  might  he  a  Utter  phrase-have  been  "  el--^-^-  ^^  ^Z 
of  love  in  the  room,  to  the  distraction  of  ovorybod,  •, •"''°'™°  '°  ^ 
gust  of  the  right-minded  ani  marrie<l,  is  not  "'»»"""»^  "  .^^°|.,  „ 
Long  the  evil,  formerly  existing  in  Bo«on  and  "»;  '°°7  J^ja 
should  suppose  that  on  either  side  of  the  wa  er  a  !»'«»«"".,,";,  „,  ,1, 
1«  found  efflcacion,.  and  we  offer  the  suggost.on  to  the  manage 


lZrZt:Lrj^:2ir::ZL.    ---'--'-":;™l^rtrrrrthele.ve,o,  ...e  report,  we  and  .veral  ,^^>  ^^  ^^ 

"  '  .       .    .    .  , ,..4  4i.-»  wrvi-rnorur'a  numo  and  address  I        luiuiuj^wv  u„_,_     t»io  totAl  numlx'r  of  ico"'"" 

besides  those  which  we  have  given  above.  The  t^'  "nujch  the  W^^- 
this  year  was  19:U87.  and  as  the  number  of  days  during  "b.ch  i  ^ 
w^^pen  to  the  public  was  278.  tl-faily  average  of  ^ndn^^^^ 
about  695.  The  circulation  increases  ^Hh  -ch  >.a.  In  8^  ^^^  ^ 
lent  belonging  to  the  department  of  English  ^^^'^^^  ""^^\ban  is  A*» 

richteenth  day  has  gone  a  special  messenger  wiu  u«  »t.u.  ..»   .«  ...  -~  -  ^        ^        j^  j^  numlwr  lent,  a  heavier  percentage  inau 

fnsT  During  thiny-five  days  of  which  the  report  speaks,  after  this  system    18  ^r  -^^-^^^^^^^^^  ^,,  ^^^Ush  Patent  Hpecification.,  wluch  i^^ 

Cs'adopted,  fhe  whL-  number  of  books  lent  ^  ^^^^^,;  J^,^^^^^^^         eTf^tme  «L  but  must  be  us«i  in  the  Bataa  Hall,  ware  caUed 
whose  cases  were  referred  to  the  messenger  numbered  82 ,  the  Ixwhs  recoverea  i 
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Of  course  it  is  not  possible  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the  value  of  an 
itution  such  as  this,  which  does  its  work  upon  the  minds  and  Jiearts  of 
,    It  is  safe,  t 
|^t;c:mse  they  are  o 
be  immeasura] 
at  name  may 
mined  to  trust  the 
Huems  little  danger  that 


to  say  that  its  results  are  immeasurable,  not,  only 
to  elude  estimate,  but  because  they  are  gp  great 
the  whole  history  of  this  grand  public  (Parity, 
shows  that  in  Boston,  at  any  rate,  it  Is  deter- 
to  keep  them  fit  to  be  trusted.    Certainly  tVere 
fmediaeval  management  or  the  mediaJvH  use  of 
a  library  will  over  be  in  vt^ue  there.     When  will  New  York  havfe  a  life 
pa^  V    Or,  to  puH^K  juiwtion  in  another  way,  When  will  Boston  have 
[e  BglitB  in  hc-r  C/ommon  (Council  room  ? 
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WITH   SUPPLEMENT. 


ycar.1886-6  (the  lart  of  wUfcB  #felfave  the  report)  (      '*  i^  ^^^  simpIytWI^ial 
not  a  single  book  was  lost  which  was  not  replaced  |  Vhich  ha'j  to  be  considered,  b 


BATUPDAY  EVENirO.  SEPT.  14. 1867. 


Tbe  Boston  Public  l.lbrAry. 

ThetmBtees  of  the  Public  Library  have  recently 
ordered  a  new  registration  to  be  made  of  persons 
dcfciriig  to  procure  cards  for  the  use  of  the  books, 
anc'Calready  more  than  two  thousand  names  have 
baen  enrolled.    Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  pres- 
sure that  it  Iws  been  found  impossible  to  make 
ready |all  tbe  carda  for  JeUvery  within  the  four 
^ays  specified  in  the  notice.    It  is  expected,  how 
ever,  that  such  delays  will  not  loni  be  unavoid- 
able.   In  their  advertisement,  the  Trustees  stated 
that  the  measure  had  become  indispensably  neces 
sary.    Tbe  old  lis',  commenced  in  1858,  contained 
over  58,000  names— many  of  them  of  persons  who 
were  dead,  or  had  removed  from  the  city,  or  had 
changed  their  nanjes  or  residences  within  the  city, 
without  glvinjj:  notice  at  the  Library.    Great,  con- 
fusion and  useless  labor  hence  resulted.    Cards 
were  still  issued  and  books  delivered  in  the  names 
of  persons  no  lon^rer  living,  or  no  longer  entitled 
to  use  the  Library. 

The  Trustees,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Lib- 
rary, ai'opted  the  principle  of  impo^mc:  no  lestric- 
tioos  upon  ihe  use  of  tbe  books,  except  such  as 
were  foutd  to  be  imperatively  needful.  Tfcey 
Issued  cards  to  every  applicant  without  pecuniary 
pledge,  without  guaranty,  or  even  verification  of 
Btatemtnts.  For  a  considerable  li  me  this  tenerous 
confidence  was  not  seriously  abused.  But  every 
reader  of  the  late  reports  oi  the  Trustees  must  have 
noticed  their  inert asing  anxiety  upon  the  subject; 


by  the  borrower  or  guarantor,  and  all  books  wnich 
were  injured  were  paid  for.  It  was  feared  that  a 
pecuniary  guaranty  might  here  som times  operate 
to'prevent  poor  but  worthy  people  ft"om  applying. 
It  was,  therefore,  pruposeil  to  try  first  a  plan  of 
requiring  every  ouc  applying  for  a  card  to  name 
twojpersons  who  could  simply  verify  their  state- 
ments. Such  reference  does  not  involve  any  pe- 
cuniary responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  persons 
referred  to,  nor  impose  any  trouble  upon  them, 
nor  imply  any  delicacy  in  making  the  reiereace. 

But  such  references,  if  required  of  one  must  bo 
oft  all.  Otherwise  offense  might  be  taken.  No 
registering  clerk  could'  be  procured  who  would 
know-all  of  even  the  most  distinguished  citizens 
No  [thoughtful  person,  it  was  well  supposed, 
would  oWect  to  so  small  a  seivice  ilor  the  public 
good,  niien  he  cousiders  that  humbler  p(K)ple 
would  have  their  pride  serioutly  wounded  If  they 
sliould  no  ice  that  they  and  rot  all  others  were 
rcqujred  to  give  the  means  of  verifying  their  .state- 
ments. In  this  plan  there  seems  to  be  the  least 
possible  trouble  to  applicants  consistent  with  pro- 
ttable  securitv  for  the  books,  and  it  is  earnestly 
hoped'  that  it  may  be  efiectual,  and  obviate  the 
uccessitv  of  rtrsortinii  to  more  stringent  measures. 


Ttf  Ilodtoa  Pabltc  Vit»rmrw> 

The  trnsiees  o(  the  Public  Library  have  recently 
oulered  a  new  registration  to  be  made  of  persons 
cJcfciring  to  procure  canU  for  the  use  of  tlie  books, 
and^alreatly  more  than  two  thousand  namos  have 
been  enrolled.  Indeed,  .■»o  great  his  been  the  pres- 
sure that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  make 
ready  all  the  canls  for  delivery  within  the  four 
►  days  specified  in  the  notice.  It  is  expecteil,  how- 
ever, that  suth  delays  will  not  Ions  be  unavoid- 
oMc.  In  their  advertisement,  the  Trustees  stated 
that  the  measure  had  become  indispensably  neces- 


and  their  apprehension  that  more  strimrent  mea-    -gary.    Tbe  old  lis',  commenced  in  185H,  contained 


enres  could  not  long  be  deferreti.even  though  they 
should  result  in  the  decrease  of  «he  ciuulatioa 

Ltst  year,  a  new  system  of  recortling  loans  was 
adopted,  which  gave  faciliues  for  procuring  more 
luU  and  ox«<t  statii-tics  of  the  circulation,  and  for 
detecting  and  promptly  followmg  delinquents. 
Theicsuls  presented  at  the  close  of  the  Library 
year,  July  81,  were  such  Uiat  the  Trustees,  aJter 
caieful  deliberation,  came  unanimously  to  the  con- 
clusion tba'  anew  regis  ration  must  be  commenced 
lnia)cdiatel.v,  and  that  it  must  be  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  furnish  additlopal  guaranties  tor  the 
safety  of  the  lKx>ks. 

It  was  tound  that  of  188.67-2  books  lent  from  the 
Lower  Hall,  15,550  had   been  kept  bej-ond    'he 
fourteen  Library  days  allowed  by  the  Kules.   Most 
01  these  were  reooveretl  by  notices  sent  through 
the  mail.  But  1427  having  Iwen  kept  over  eighteen 
Library  days,  were  sent  for  at  con^idernble  ex- 
peoM;  by  special  messengers,  and  687  had  not  been 
return* d  at  the  close  oi  the  Library  year     After 
one  additional  month  of  extraordinary  efforts  to 
recover  the  books,  817  were  still  missing— of  which 
287  arc  charged  to  persons  who  could  not  he  found. 
Many  bonowers,  it  was  asccrtiined,  had  registered 
false  names.    One  person  had  in  use  three  cards 
ut  one  time,  which  he  had  taken  under  aliases 
Several  persons  have  taken  two  cards    on   one 
fiame,  at  different  times.    Many  have  been  using 
caras  of  other  persons  improperly  obtained. 

It  is  not  simply  the  final  loss  of  the  property 
which  has  to  be  considered,  but  it  is  the  expense 
in  time  and  money  of  pursuing  delinquents,  the 
injustice  to  other  rea-lers  who  were  deoirous  of 
using  the  books,  and  more  than  all,  the  reproach 
to  Ibc  instltutton  and  to  the  good  name  of  the 
generally  honest  and  careful  IVequenters  of  the 
Library 


over  58,000  names— many  of  them  of  perrons  who 
were  dead,  or  had  removed  from  the  city,  or  had 
changed  their  names  or  residences  within  the  city, 
t^itliout  giving  notice  at  the  Library.  Great  oon- 
fasioii  and  nseiess  labor  hence  resulted.  Cards 
were  still  issned  and  books  delivered  in  the  names 
of  persoii'.  iio  lontrer  Mving,  or  no  longer  entitled 
to  u'^e  the  Libraiy. 

The  Trustees,  at  ibe  commencement  of  the  Lib- 
inry,  ai'optod  the  principle  of  impooins  no  lestric- 
tions  upon  ihe  use  of  tbe  books,  except  such  as 
were  foutd  to   be    imperatively  needful.     Ttjey 
Issued  cards  to  every  applicant  without  pecuniary 
pledge,  without  guaranty,  or  even  verification  of 
statements.    For  a  conaiderable  time  this  generous 
confidecce  was  not  seriously  abuaed.    But  every 
readcl-  of  the  late  reports  of  the  Trustees  must  have 
noticed  their  incriosing  anxiety  upon  the  subject; 
and  their  apprehension  that  more  strina-entlmcar 
surcs  could  no',  long  be  deferred, even  though  they 
shotUd  result  in  the  decrease  of  the  circulation  \  -, 
List  year,  a  new  systtsm  of  recordi  flii  '0*°^  was 
adopted,  which  gave  lacdittea  for  procuring  more 
full  and*exact  srBti<^tic3  of  the  circulation,  and  fo^ 
detccliog    and    promptly    following    delinquents. 
Tlte  icsul's  pre^nted  at  the  cl<Me  of  the  Library 
year,  July  81,  were  i'uch  that  the  Trustees,  after 
caietul  deliberation,  came  unanimomtly  to  the  con- 
chision  tha'  arew  regis  ration  muat  l>e  commenced 
inimtdiately,  and  that  It  must  be  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  ftimi^h  additiotal  guaranties  lor  tbe 
safety  of  ihf  books. 

It  was  found  that  of  iai.«7  J  books  lent  from  the 
Lower  Hall,  15,550  bad  been  kept  beyond  -he 
fourteen  Library  days  allowed  by  the  Kulo«.  Most 
0(  these  were  n:''ovi're<l  by  ncrt^es  s^wfc  tlirrmgh 
the  mad.  But  H27  having  been  kept  a»<t eighteen 
LibnMy  days,  were  sent  for  at  coarfllenible  ex- 


e  property 

the  expense 

in '.time  and  money  of  purs^^KdeTiuquents,  tbe 
injustice  to  other  rea-lers  wjVvnre  dcolrrus  of 
Using  the  book.s,  and  more  ^fg^  tjl-  *^''  "^proach 
to  the  iustitution  and  to  th»-|pDoi  T.atne  of  the 
generally  hones t  and  careful  ft-ciucatCTs  of  the 
library.  | 

The  kiud  of  restrictions  to  be  adopted  engaged 
the  most  carne.«t  attentlo?^  of  tbe  Trustees.    The 
only  Public  Library  in  the  world,  so  f&t  as  known 
to^them,  which,  tor  the  extent  of  its  circulation 
smorg  all  classes  of  people,  cuuld  propwly  be  com- 
pared with  this  (the  Mauchester  Free  Library  in 
£ngland)  had,  from  the  ueginning,  required  that 
every  applicant  should  give  a  voucher   signed  by 
two  enrolled  citizens,  who  shouM  dodare  (hat  the 
person  could  safely  be  intrusted  wi|h  books,  and 
^ho^shotikl  undei-take  to  replace  any  book  lost  or 
luat.criallv  iiyured  by  the  applicant.    This  voucher 
must  be  renewed  evciy  ,flve  years.    During  the 
year .1865-6  (the  last  of  w&ich  we  have  the  report) 
not  a  single  book  was  lost  which  was  not  replaced 
by  the  boiTower  or  guarantor,  and  all  Ijooks  wtiich 
were.injured  were  paid  for.    It  was  feared  that  a 
pecuniary  guaranty  might  here  som  times  operate 
to'prevent  poor  but  worthy  people  from  applying. 
It.  was,  therefore,  proposed  to  try  first  a  plan  of 
):e<luiring  every  one  applying  for  a  card  to  name 
twa  persons  who  could  simply  verify  their  state- 
jnents.    Such  reference  does  not  Involve  any  pe- 
cuniary responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  persons 
rcfcrre«l  to,  nor  impose  any  trouble  upon  them, 
nor  ImqI;  aaj  delicacy  in  making  the  re/erenco. 
1(  But  such  referenceN,  if  required  of  one  must  be 
bf  all.    Otherwise  offense  might  be  taken.    No 
registering  clerk  could  be  procured  who  would 
Ic  now  all  of  even  the  most  distinguished  citizens. 
Vo  thoughtful  person,    it    was   well    supposed, 
nvouid  object  to  so  small  a  service  tor  the  public 
gcx)d,  when    he   considers  that  humbler  people 
vould  have  their  pride  seriously  wounded  If  they 
tlioukl  notice  that  they  and  not  all  others  were 
required  to  give  the  means  of  verifying  their  Htate- 
mctits.    In  this  plan  there  seems  to  be  tlie  least 
possible  trouble  to  applicants  consistent  with  pro- 
liable  security  for  the  books,  and  it  is  earnestly 
Ijopod]  that  it  may  be  effectual,  and  obviate  the 
jscccbsiiy  of  resorting  to  more  sbingent  measiuras. 


The  klrd  of  rMtrictions  to  be  adopted  engaged  pen*c  by  ^)&•^a.\  messengers,  Md  687  ba«l  not  been 
tbe  most  earnest  attention  of  tbe  Trustees.  The  xcturmd  at  the  close  oi  the  Librarv  year.  After 
only  Public  Library  in  the  world,  so  far  as  known  p,,,.  additional  month  of  extraordinary  effort?  to 
tc^bem,  which,  lor  the  extent  of  Its  circulation  jeeover  the  books,  817  were  still  iBissing— of  which 
■noDg  all  clatiscs  of  people,  could  properly  be  com-  n^i  ^jg  charged  to  persons  who  comld  not  be  found. 
parwlwith  this  (the  Manchester  Fr««  Library  in  ^^ny  borrowers,  It  was  ascerwined,  had  registered 
England)  had,  from  the  beginning,  required  tliat  ^j^p  names.  One  person  had  in  use  three  cards 
every  applicant  should  give  a  ▼oucber  signed  by  ^^  ^^j,  jj^je^  which  he  had  taken  under  riias<» 
two  enrolled  citizens,  who  should  declare  that  the  g^^,y^J,^^  pcr<>ons  have  taken  two  cards  on  one 
person  could  safely  be  intrusted  with  books,  and  "^gipg,  at  different  times.  Many  have  been  using 
who  should  unQertake  to  replace  any  book  lost  or  ^jj-q,  ^f  other  persons  improperiy  obtained, 
matoriallv  liv)nred  by  the  appKcMit  This  voucher 
most  be  renewed  every  five  years.    Daring  the 


Ths  soperintaodant  of  the  Public  Library  has  In- 
troaaosd  a  vecy  convenient  inventioa  in  the  lower 
hall,  which  ssves  ao  much  trouble  to  the  pertoai  who 
call  for  book.-!,  and  to  tbe  attendants,  that  it  dtserve* 
tbe  attention  of  all  who  have  similar  inititutioni  is 
charge. 

It  is  called  an  Indicator,— and,  as  now  arranged, 
iodicates  to  any  visitor  what  book*  are  in,  and  what 
are  out,  for  each  of  fouf  alcoves.  Tbeae  alcoves  are 
the  ale jves  of  fiction,  and  thoM  which  contain  tbe 
b.oki  most  uMd  by  younger  readers,  oompriiing  per- 
haps three  fourths  of  the  booas  asked  for  in  the  lower 
ball.  With  refarenoe  to  these  books,  tb?  inquirer 
has  ao  longer-to  Mnd  an  attendant  to  aek  if  what  be 
wants  is  in  or  not.  lie  faaionly  to  consult  tbe  indiea- 
tor,  and  learnn  at  once  whether  be  can  have  the  bosk 
which  be  wishes  for. 

Tbe  arrangement  by  which  thij  ie  effeotad  reqairee 
but  little  room,  and  \a  »o  simple  in  it«  operation  that 
it  requires  but  very  little  atteatioa   to   keep  it  acoa-  f 
rat*.     It  conaista  of  a  series  of  raogea  of  lilUa  oylin- 
ders,  arranged  in  order  oorrwipondiag  to   that  of  tbe 
■belvee  of  the  librarj.     Each   cylinder   bean  on  one 
\  end  la  black  figures  on  a  white  ground  the  shelf  nam- 
ber  of  one   of  tbe  books    on  each  shelf.     Wbeo    the 
library  is  full  all  these   cylinders  are  in  plaoe,  with 
their  white  eait  and  black  figures  to  ward  tbe  visitor. 
But  10  soon  Hs  one  book  is  taken  from  the  library, — 
say    1611,    17.— tbe  attendant   withdraw!  from    it* 
plaoe  cylinder    IT    of  range  ICll,  and   puts  it  back 
with  its  other  end  presented  to  tbe  visitor '•  eye.  Tbi« 
end  bears  17   iu   white   on  a  bl«ok  groood.     Ail  rac- 
oeciive  visitori  know  by  looking  at  range    1611  that 
No,  17  has  been  taken  froov  tbe  library.     Af  soon  as 
the  book  is  returned,  the  cylinder   U  again  reversed, 
tbowf  a  white  face  to   tbe  iD<]nirer,   who  knows  he 
may  send  for  that  book  and  that  he  will  find  it. 

Any  person  who  l«  in  the  bab't  of  luiog  the  Pablir 
Library  or  any  similar  collection  will  anderttaad 
at  oDoe  how  gr^dt  facility  such  aa  am  ngomant  matt 
give  Id  iu  administration. 
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The  superintendent  of  the  Public  Library  hu  5n- 
troaaoed  a  very  convenient  inrention  in  the  lower 
hall,  which  saves  so  much  trouble  to  the  persons  who 
call  for  books,  and  to  the  attendanU,  that  it  deserve;? 
the  attention  of  all  who  have  rimilar  institutions  in 
charge. 

It  is  called  an  Indicator,— and,  as  now  arransed, 
indicates  to  any  visitor  what  books  are  in,  and  what 
are  out,  for  each  of  four  alcoves.  These  alcoves  are 
the  aJoovee  o  f  fiction,  and  those  which  contain  the 
b-joks  most  used  by  younger  readers,  comprising  per- 
haps three  fourths  of  the  books  a«ked  for  in  the  lower 
hall.  With  reference  to  those  books,  tha  inquirer 
has  no  longer  to  send  an  attendant  to  ask  if  what  he 
wants  is  in  or  not.  He  has  only  to  consult  the  indica- 
tor, and  learns  at  once  whether  he  can  have  the  bo:>k 
which  he  wishes  for. 

The  arrangement  by  which  this  is  effected  requires 
but  little  room,  and  ia  so  simple  in  iu  opiration  that 
it  requires  but  very  little   attention   to   keep  it  accu- 
rate.    It  consisu  of  a  series  of  ranges  of  little  cylin- 
ders, arranged  in  order  oorresp')nding  to  that  of  the 
shelves  of  the  librarjr.     E*ch    cjliaJer    bears  on  one 
end  in  black  figures  on  a  white  ground  the  shelf  num- 
ber of  one  of  the  books    on  each  shelf.     When   the 
library  is  full  all  these  cylinders  are  in  place,  with 
their  white  ends  and  black  figures  to  ward  the  visitor. 
But  so  soon  as  one  book  is  taken  from  the  library, — 
•ay   1611,    17.— the  attendant   withdraws  from    its 
place  cylinder    17    of  range  Itill,  an  J    puts  it  back 
with  its  other  end  presented  to  the  visitor's  eye.  This 
and  bear*  17   in   white   on  a  black  ground.     All  suc- 
cessive visitors  know  by  looking  at  range    1611  that 
No.  17  has  been  Uken  from  the  library.     As  soon  as 
the  book  is  returned,  the  cylinder   is  again  reven-ed, 
Aows  ft  whit«  faoe  to   the   inquirer,    who   knows  he 
miij  send  for  that  book  and  that  he  will  find  it. 

Any  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of  using  the  Public 
Library  or  any  rtaUar  oolleetion  will  understand 
at  once  how  great  beility  such  an  arra  ngemnnt  must 
give  in  ita  administration. 
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[Corrnipoiidence  of  the  Bv«ii<n<;  Port.] 

Boston,  September  80,  1867.  _ 

TBB  FREB   LIBKART. 

After  l.raakfast  I  remembered  that  it  was  not 
Stinday  uiornins;,  and  all  the  laboring;  people 
would  be  at  their  work,  the  Boston  Free  Library 
would  be  open,  and  I  decided  to  walk  do wa  there 
and  take  a  look  at  the  Boston  newspapers.  The 
library  is  a  lanreand  jfood-looklnj  brick  buildio:; 
on  Boylstnu  street,  Ironttng  the  Common.  The 
rooms  are  exceedingly  well  arranired  and  in  flue 
taate,  and  the  library,  I  am  told,  is  a  good  one.  I 
was  directed  to  the  reading-room,  where  reified, 
as  was  proper,  a  silence  which  cauld  be  felt. 
Seven  pale  men  were  sitting  at  distant  points  ia 
the  room  reading  newspapers.  I  am  near- 
siiflitcd :  and  believed  that  1  saw  other 
papers  laid  at  intervals  alon^  ih.i  wood- 
en tables.  I  iMcame  somewhat  embarrassed 
•8  I  waUvod  on  f^st  <w»e  after  anmhcr  of  thMe 
snppc^sd  newspapers,  and  found  them  to  be  only 
copies  of  it^  re^alatioiu  of  the  Boston  Pabllc 
Library.  After  walking  down  and  up  the  entire 
length  of  the  room,  I  iound  that  th^je  were  the 
only  printed  matter  on  the  tabic*,  I  wai  relieved 
to  see  that  no  one  of  the  seven  men  looked  up ; 
on  a  roQud  tabic  In  a  corner  I  saw  »everal  lirge 
books,  thene  proved  to  be  Colton,  Johnson  and 
Black's  atl.iies.  I  sat  down  in  a  morocco  seated 
chair,  and  appeared  to  be  studying  a  r->py  of  toe 
regulations.  I  was  In  reality  turning  o.er  in  mr 
mmd  the  f-Ureme  Improbability  that  thoio  seven 


newspapers— no  nine— lor  two  oT  thi  injn  irad 
each  secured  to  himself  an  extra  paper  bj  settin'.r 
his  bat  on  it,  could  be  all  the  newapar-rs  which 
the  reading  room  afforded. 

After  tive  minutes'  thought  I  resolved  to  go 
boldly  to  tue  desk  and  make  sure.  A  pleasant, 
middle-aged  woman  looked  at  me  encouragingly, 
and  I  said,  "  Where  are  the  papers." 

I  saw  by  her  face  that  she  recognised  mo  at 
once  as  net  a  Bofctonian,  and  probabl}*  as  one  of 
the  Van  Winkles;  but  she  pointed  civilly  to  tiers 
of  shelves  arranged  m  a  hollow  square  behind  her, 
and  giving  me  a  bit  ot  paper  and  a  pancii,  said 
ttiat  by  writing  my  name  on  tliat  piper  I  could 
have  any  newspaper  I  liked.     I  thouijht  I  did  not 
often  have  au  op{>ortumty  to  make  so  cheap  a 
Bubecripkton,  and  writing  my  name  very  legibly  I 
said  I  would  take  all  of  the  Boston  papers  for  that 
morning. 
*'0h,  we  do  not  have  any  of  the  dally  papers." 
•'  Ah,  1  am  disappointed ;  they  were  what  1  es-  _ 
peciaily  wttihed  to  see.    I  will  look  then  at  some  ' 
of  the  BOhton  weeklies." 

"  We  have  no  Boston  weeklies.  We  have  ffar- 
per'i  Wtd^iy  and  Frank  Letiie\  if  you  would  like 
them." 

This  struck  me  as  a  remarkable  peculiarity  in 
the  Boston  Free  Library ;  but  not  wishing  to  wipe 
out  from  my  brain  the  fresh  picture  of  golden 
rods,  asters  and  sweet  fern,  by  the—"  exact 
sketch  of  the  ruins  as  Ihey  appeared  immediately 
alter  "—any  ot  the  explosion'fe  or  murders  of  the 
last  week,  1  declined  New  York  pictorials,  and 
took  Frater'i  Magazine. 

MAGA2i>:B   AND  KBWfcPAPEB   RE4DIMG. 

Here  I  soon  found  myself  out  of  my  depths  in 
an  article  on  "  Marriage  Laws,"  written  by  Fran- 
cis W.  Newman.  Mr.  Newman  must  have  been 
made  the  victim  of  a  most  unpardonable  practical 
joke,  whose  motive  it  is  hard  to  imagine,  before 
he  wrote  the  following  paragraph : 

*'  From  the  private  Inlormatlon  of  Americans 
who  d.!clare  that  they  state  what  they  know,  and 
that  they  have  iu  vain  tried  to  convince  and  dis- 
suade ladies  who  have  adopted  the  theory  o!  free 
love,  we  arc  coaatrained  to  boliefo  that  already 
in  some  cities  in  the  North,  nay,  in  accomplished 
and  pure-minded  circles,  froe  from  any  perturba- 
tions of  religious  lauaticism,  the  csMsaUa'.  iojtu- 
tice  of  the  marriage  laws  i*  driving  women  to  a 
defiance  of  them.  When  wc  leirn  from  the  last 
census  that  the  United  SUtes  contams  nearly 
seven  hunlred  and  thirty  thousand  more  men 
than  women.  U  is  pretty  clear  that  women  who 
are  worth  having  arc  snre  to  be  able  to  prescribe 
to  lovera  the  conditions  on  which  they  will  accept 
them;  and  if  this  state  of  sentiment  spread,  the 
marriage  law  will  eo  oat  of  use  In  precisely  the 
most  spirited  and  Intellectual  part  of  American 
society." 

It  is  ioipossibte  not  to  laugh  at  this ;  and  yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  comes  from  so  eminently 
respectable  a  source,  and  forms  part  of  an  article 
all  else  of  wnich  is  to  Just  and  true,  that  we  can. 
not  afford  to  laugh.  Mr.  Newman's  "  private  in- 
lonnatton"  Irom  "Americans,"  if  we  must  call 
them  so,  ought  surely  to  be  speedily  followed  by 
public  inlormatlon  to  set  him  right. 

After  finishing  and  being  nearly  floished  by  this 
article  in  /Vo^r,  I  took  up  a  paper  once  called 
satirically  tlie  Firende  UazHU,  and  here  in  the 
columu  ol  Literary  Persona!^  I  found  a  statement 
in  regard  to  a  Iriend  which  qmte  cast  into  tt;e 
shade  Mr.  Newman's  extra  irdioary  statements  in 
regard  to  American  v/omen.  Any  so  baseless 
and  ludicrous  misrepresentation  I  venlj  believe 
was  never  Iwfore  concocted,  even  by  the  Items 
man  of  the  Ftremtk  Gjxtf".  In  rain  I  attempted 
to  chuke  down  my  laugh.  In  vain  I  tried  to 
pass  It  o!l  t  >r  a  combination  ot  cough  and 
aneeee.  On  it  came,  the  very  first  out- 
and-out  laugh  I  feel  sure,  which  ever  broke 
on  the  subdued  air  of  the  B.  P.  L.  The  seven 
pale  men  lo  ked  up:  one  t<K>k  his  hit  and  loft 
the  room  I  co<ild  not  determine  whether  the 
motionless  se»erity  of  bis  countenance  were  hab- 
itual, or  the  result  of  my  unwsemly  levity.  That 
nothing  worse  was  done  to  me,  I  ascrtbad  to  the 
over-occupation  ol  the  constables  Just  now, 
consequence  of  the  new  temperance  law 
served   that    nineteen    men  were 
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sentenced  as 
habitual  drunkards  yesterday  forenoon  in  one 
court. 
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ORNING,    SEpr.     27,    1867. 


LiBKAiiY.— The  reglstratiou  of  appltcuuts  ror  cardi 
alrfad.\    sbow.-i    Ml  about    a  quarter  of  ihe  iiumtH^r  nifcl 
use«l  Ibo  library  last  year,  anJ  a  steu  Ij-  aoccbBioii  oi  atwut  a 
hatidred  Is  niadu ouch  (lay.    Ev.ry  Jipplicaut  in  rixjuircd  to 
give  two  names   of  ptriiooij  who  can  vi'rily   the  appiicaut's 
statcmeDts,  and  thu  prosent  system  ot  check  upon  liregulari- 
liit  is  coDvtnciDg  souii;  of  those  who  havo  lu-t-n  ia  the  habit  of 
abusiDg  the  privih  ges  ot  the  library,  that  thoir  triclu  are  dla- 
ooverabW.  Xhe  Trustees  ordered  this  new  n  {fistrntlon  with  hes 
itation,  but  they  are  in  Lopes  that  it  will  not  lie  necessary  to 
go  a  step  farther,  and  ri.qujre  pecuniary   vouchers  for  each 
applicant.    This  last  resort  is  not  necessarily  a  check  upon 
the  widest  circulation,  as  is   shown  ny  the  statistics  of  the 
MancbiBter  Fre*'  Library  in  Kughind,  which  it  the  iastimtlon 
most  nearly  conj parable  with  our  own/Thc  fa:t  which  alarmed 
the  TruBties  oJi  our  Library  is  tblB.   Tbat  whUe  th  ■  circula- 
tion of  Iho  lower  hall  last  year  was  but  30  i» .r  cut.  more  than 
it  was  in  1S69,  whm  the  present  building  was  first  ocoui^ed, 
the  losses  were  aoo  per  cent  more,  and  thiae  losses  have  most- 
ly aruen  from  the  detention  of  ituoks  by  persons  who  wanton- 
ly or  carclcfsly  diceived  the  rcglslenng  clerk  about  their  rei- 
Idenoes,  and  cannot  now  be  found.  )TIum  is  :in  accumulative 
loss,  which  is  a  disgrao;  to  tlie  gooa  niime  of  our  citizens,  and 
wholly  aDuec.88ary,afc  the  experience  of  Manchester  shows. 
Tbclr  Iwses  on  the  same  circulittion  arc  but  litilj  mori-  than 
one-third  of  ours,  and  even  th  it  U  all  made  good  by  the  bsr- 
rowcr8,«r  through  the  pecuniary  responsibiUty  ol  the  vouob^-rs. 
The  Trustees  felt  thai  the  lime  could  be  no  longer  delayed  In 
asserting  our  right  to  be  culled  in  tbi»  respect  quite  as  orlerly 
a  cottimuniiy  as  that  of  MnDcbet4cr.    The  Increaue  of  our  loss 
year  by  year  over  ibe  circulation  showed  that  (he  moral  eit^ 
was  bad,  and  the  evil  w^g  at}  jieciiDmlallng  one.    'Kh;  rights 
»I  Ihe  Ijoutst  frequenters  of  ibe  library  ar<'  how  much  better 
prolrcted  ti  an  -vt  r  beiorr,  and  it  i?  not  expected  that  the  Cir- 
culation in  the  Bggrt  gate  will  show  any  diminution,  when  the 
ft-flstralion  is  all  complete.    Ihc  returns  already  show  that 
the  circulation  is  larger  than  ever  betore  ou  the  same  Dumber 
of  borrowers.    Thi'*  is  doubtNis  owing  to  the  neater  facility 
wuh  which  they  c^u  l>c  served  by  ihe  use  of  the  new  "  lodi- 
«Uor."    For  the  luriher  advantages  of  the  lre«tuenters  of  the 
Ubrary  a  prinii-t  monthly  bulletin  of  new 
ttbrary  ^ill  hhui  '"■  i)':in,- 


liooka  added  to  the 
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FBEB      ^ 

Some  joooa^cw  York  writers  aM  laogh* 
ing  about  certain  BoBton  ii«ouU»rit»M  in  th* 
public  library  management.    First,  a  wan- 
dering correspondent  of  the  Evening  Toat, 
who  made  a  pngr-.mage  through  our  eating- 
houaes  and  the  more  aeceBsible  of  emr  pab- 
lic  institutions,  difcOOTWed  some  of  the  difB,- 
cultics  under  wluob  patrons  of  the  library 
labor  when  they  want  to  get  at  the  treftSttres 
which  th*  UlNruir  contains.    There  seems  to 
be  a  good  deal  of  red  tai)e,  to  be  sui'e,  the 
reason   ^Tcn  being  tluit  the  appreciative 
public  wore  so  much  ^ven  to  stealing  the 
boolcstbat  it  was  alMolutely  necoMary  to 
guard  them  by  more  stringeut  regulations. 
The  correspondent  makes  as  much  fan  of 
this  as  he  can,  aad  still  hate  sga^  to  do  Jos- 
ticc  to  the  eating-houses,  and  Uien  the  ftinny 
editor,  not  content  with  what  hasbeendon^ 
xefers  to  the  ewhjeet  again,  and  resommcn 
a  doggerel  rhjlne  to  be  nratly  printed  o 
the  blank  leaf  of  every  book  in  the  Hbrar 
warning  the  Bostonims  of  ihe  consequencw 
o   such  depravity  as  stealing  books  iodi- 
cates.     We  look  down  with  inezpr^sib  e 
contempt  tuirm  tht<8e  ignorant  New  Yo  k 
oriticfl,  who  lire  ia  aoonunaai^  where  ^ ' 
ii«  less  tem;itation  to  steal  books  than  in  t  <- 
•'Modern  Athens,"  but  we  oannoideny  i\x\i 
n  this  insianee  they  have  stumbled  upon  a 
point  which  h  really  suggestive  df  jiossible 
improvement.     We  never  visit  the  Public 
Uorary  idthoct  he'mg  impressed  wUh  the  tar 
oereal  air  which  broods  over  the  institution. 
In   the   reading  room   are   osoi^y    from 
half  a  score  to  %  score  of  mummiffed  fcmns, 
almost  utterly  ^toid  ^  Miy  dIfM  of  life, 
who  aceu  to  look  upo^n  the  entrwice  of  any 
T«d  flf rii  and  bVtod  as  an  intniektD  upon 
their  privi^righls.   An  awfUl  sileDoe  hiuigs 
over  the  plaM,  suggestive  of  some  solemn 
mystery  ja^otii  of  sight,  a  view  of  which 
has  petiiAed  the  sc&ttered  vk^iakg  visiUe 


here  and  there.    This  fbserealairls  astii 
in  one  way,  for  It  evidently  keeps  out  the 
puolc,  and  gives  more  room  to  the  exclusive 
habitues  of  the  place.     The  only  rwil  signs 
of  usefulness  on  this  floor  are  the  forms  of 
patient  waiters  <m  the  benches  in  the  vesti- 
bule,  who  have  come  to   take  out  books. 
But  the  next  floor  is  rather  more  absurd,  if 
anything.    Of  all  the  books  in  the  Library* 
which  have  been  acquired  in  various  ways, 
and  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  "  dear  people," 
perhaps  one-third  or  one-fourth — we  do  not 
remember  the  exact  proportion — are  allowed 
to  be  taken   out.      The   others   are   never 
allowed  to  leave  the  building,  but  are  kept 
in  the  cloisters  of  the  upper  hall,  to  be  used 
there  or  nowhere.    The  staircase  leading  to 
the  up{)er  hall  greets  the  visitor  with  a  warn- 
ing against  noise,  and  he  emerges   to  see 
from  three  to  s^  bookworms  enjoyii^  oc- 
clusive possession  of  this  beautifhl  room,  and 
its  rare  volumes  by  tens  of  thousands.  Only 
those  who  can  spend  the  time  in  certain 
hours  of  tlM  day  have  access  to  these  books, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  there  are  very 
few  people  ever  to  be  found  there.     Now  it 
may  be  impossiUe  to  conduct  a  public  U- 
brary  in  any  other  way,  but  we  do  not 
believe  it.    As  now  managed  itsjusefulnes  is 
reduced  to  the  minimum,  'and  the  minority 
of  those  who  are  benefitted  are  qot  of  the 
class  most  seeding  the  beneflts  of  the  inrti- 
tution,  for  whom  it  was  established  and  en- 
dowed.   A  tern  book-  worms  etgoy  the  bait 
edvant-ifres  that  the  ejegant  building  can  af- 
ford, and  the  crowd  is  kept  away.     This 
u:ay  be  very  desirable  Ibr  the  few  who  ar4 
favored,  but  it  is  not  what  we  have  a  right 
to  f>xpect  Oom  a  public  library  like  ours. 
1 1'  the  matter  of  stealing  books  we  have  goo  1 
re  son  to  brieve  that  the  biggest  thieves  are 
th<  se  who  are  the  most  Coustanl  atlendauts, 
aud  who,  most  likely,  know  how  to  evade 
the  rules  of  ihe  place.     We  remember  of 
bearing  a  report  of  the  Library  Committee 
of  the  Boston  Athennum  a  hit  years  ago, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  by  far  tbelargMt 
number  of  books  misdng  were  theological 
works — whieh  was  considered  at  the  time  as 
rather  severe  on  the  clergy.     Let  us  know 
what  sort  of  books  a««  missed  from  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  if  they  prove  to  be  generally 
or  to  any  con^lerabi<*  extent,  theological 
works,  let  ns  be  thankfhl  that  the  people  are 
taking  an  interest  in  mioh  matters,  or  else — 
let  us  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  the  cle^y  visi- 
tors, and  give  the  public  more  latitude. 
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PUBIIC  LIBRARY. 


The  flwt  iiSi)er  of  the  "  Bulletin,"  which  has  be^n  cou- 
I  templateft  lor  some  lime,  is  now  ready  for  distrlbntion  at  a 
Bominal  price  at  tlic  Library  BaiWiog.  It  i=  a  pamphlet  of  a 
doaeo  pages,  ai"l  givei  the  titles  and  ihelf  numberi  of  .^1 
ftooki  added  to  both  hails  daring  the  month  of  g«pleui»*r  ; 
and  HkcwUe  all  a<iaitioD»  to  those  departments  for  which  De\f 
«  llDdlnj!  liBifl"' uave  as  yet  t>eeD  prepared,  which  have  ac- 
OUfd  since  the  lists  were  printed.  It  is  proposed  to  l-muc 
ibetv  lieig  frfmienily.  Krhaps  monthly,  it  the  afCfssions  'ie- 
ntnd  it.  Of  the  7'^)  titles  which  this  first  num»)er  cooliiiM, 
tat  19  are  starred,  d.«ignating  that  with  these  boolu  there  is 
aome  restriction  on  the  circulation.  There  is  an  unfouuJfd 
topreesion  got  abroad  that  the  treasures  of  the  Library  h re 
BOt  as  accessible  as  formerly,  and  that  these  stars  are  agalnn 

e-et-iiiuir.ers  ol  the  book?  nf  the  upper  Hall.      The  propor- 
n  runs,  in  fact,  nearly  the  other  way  -,  and  those  books  only 
an  starred  wliose  rarity  or  costliness  reLdtr  li  necessary  to 
secure  Hum  against  the  cbance  of  loss,  or  which  are  kept  from 
•Jreolation  t)fC«use  given  on  that  condition.    But  of  the  rcsf, 
if  an  inquirer  has  a  ttned  purpose  in  \uJug  them,  he  is  al- 
ways accommodated,  on  appUcition  to  th.'  jupt'rintendent, ex- 
cept in  cases  where  the  purpose  is  mH    a  legiUmate    oix. 
H  is  to  be  wuhcd  that  the  public  understjoJ  more  geuenilly 
that  the  hoolis  of  the  Upper  Hall  circulue  as  w>.'H  a«  those  of 
the  Lower  Hall }  and  bI:h»  that  il  any  citiien   wi'ihea  a  book, 
which  the  library  iloet  not  possess,  it  will  lie  bought  and  held 
tar  hu  use,  il  it  can  be  found  in  the  ^looii  marts  of  the  world. 
Thi<  is  ipnvilfge    no  other  exl-iing  Hbiiry  offers  to  it*  trc- 
^uenters.    It  is  al'o  a  fact,  which  snv  one  can  verify  hy  ex- 
UDlnlng  tb"  rul<^  ot  tnc  chiei"  (lublic  librariea  of  the  world,  and 
wbicli  many,  who  have  used  (.he  oth-.rgrfa  public  libraries 
•(  this  country  uud  of  Karop'-,  wall   know^ih.tt  th<:re  u  not 
otrn  amony  them,  whteh  ,uts  ao/cu-  rfsfrietionx  upon  the 
IMC  oj  U.f'tiMk»  as  tke  notion    futnic  Library.     We  hive 
ie^-n  of  late  variotis  intimations  t )  the  contrary  in  some  of  our 
Sontcmporariesi  in  this  city  and  in  New  York,  and  we  desire 
aotboritaliv.  ly  to  deny  the  charge  of  ••iniCC-ssiullity,'' an  I 
are  in  a  position  to  give  all  the  proof,  ii  iieceaaary.    The  cof- 
iKIion  01  bo<^8  in  the  Manchester  Frw  Library,  iu  Kugtan-l. 
wklch  bus  a  range  of  u-'etulne^s  more  marly  like  that  of  our 
FttbUe  Library,  than  any  oihff  free  library  ia  the  world,  i» 
vuch    tnore    striugently  guarded    thin  ouri,    and  the  de- 
partment   corrLsjKMiding    to    our    Upj)cr    Hall,    does    not 
•irculat'    Its     bo  ka     at     a  1,     and     snch   Is     a'to     the 
ease  with  the  Asior  Ltbr.  ry  in  New  iork.a  restriction  which 
ttooBechi,rind  with   Its  care  are  begintinij  'o  leel  is  gre;itly 
4ciriaten>al  to  iu  u^etulu.ss.    Our  city  is  des  ined  to  have  the 
largest  library  on  this  continent  \  ih  •   Library  of  <  ongre«f. 
now  It  has  engulphod  the  collection  of   l'<  ter  Fores  aad  thiit  of 
the  Hmithsotrun   Irc'.ltule,  only  exc  edi*  it  in   the  number  of 
tts  volumes,  £  U'l   there  is]  not  another  public  library  In  the 
world  thai  shows  anything  like   so   large  u   proportion  of  its 
iKM>ks  to  hiivp  been  ifriff.    It  is  so  m.irkud  in  this  respect,  aa 
•kowing  ho»  tnc  public  interest  is  awukened   in  its  tooccaa, 
tint  it  is  rointtil  at  abroad  as  a  sini^ular  exception  to  ;he  gen- 
eral roV- that  great    public   libraries  cannot  grow   raati'rlally 

These  facts  must  be  gratifying  to 


Hartlly  a  young  perBon  of  our  acquaint- 
ance, in  the  city  failed  to  take  out  b<x>kp, 
and  many  de«irone  of  self-culture  have  la- 
bored hard  and  diligently  with  the  menns 
thus  afforiled  them  to  make  amends  for 
the  lat^k  of  facilities  which  others  have 
enjoyed  who  were  in  better  ciicumstan- 
ees.  The  good  it  has  done  since  eeta^.- 
lished  could  not  be  told  in  this  whole 
number,  but  the  magnitude  thereof  is 
patent  to  anybody  at  all  aef|iitiinted  with 
the  subject. 

This  year,  the  customary  examination 
of  the  books  took  place  in  August,  and 
when  the  Library  wtis  reopened  in  Sep- 
tember, it  was  announced  thnt  instead  of 
the  former  method  of  giving  out  iKKiks, 
by  which  all  hail  an  equal  share  of  the 
benefits  of  the  Library,  an  entirely  new 
one  had  been  subetituted,  and  this  we 
propose  to  discuss. 

By  this  new  regime  no  one  can  take 
out  books  uiile.««  recommended  by  two 
well  known  citizens.  It  will  be  seen  at 
once  tlmt  this  provision  tends  to  limit  the 
use  of  the  Library  to  those  who  have  in 
some  way  Ijeefiine  connectefl  or  acquaint- 
ed with  two  well  known  citizens  who  will 
endorse  their  claim  and  remove  all  doubts 
in  the  minds  of  the  trustees  in  regard  to 
their  character  and  position.  Therefore, 
we  hold  that  a  large  portion  of  the  young 
men  in  Btwton,  who  work  in  stores  of  va- 
rious kinds,  and  for  the  benefit  of»whom 
the  Library  was  mainly  started — to  call 
them  away  fn>m  dissipation  evenings  and 
at  other  time  when  they  are  not  busily  en 
gagefl, — are  deprived  of  the  self-education- 
al privileges  they  should  enjoy. 

It  is  plainly  evident  that  a  majority  of 
the  young  men  who  come  to  It<>ston  cannot 
rea^lily  command  the  influence  of  "two 
well-known  citizens,''  and,  in  a«t,  hardly 
become  acquainted  with  any  two  influen- 
tial for  some  time  subsequent   to  their  ar 


In  looking  over  the  statistics  published 
we  find  therein  the  numJwr  of  btwks  stolen 
last  year,  and  tiiiak  it  remarkably  small, 
considering  the  total  numl)er  of  Ixwks  taken 
out,  and  the  numlwr  was  liardly  large 
enough  to  call  fur  such  a  harsh  aeasurcitM 
that  adopted  by  the  trustees.  T|| stealing 
of  a  lew  buiiks  is  iuevitaWo,  Iml  the  inn» 
of  honest  j^eopleshouhl  notlx)  m» 
fer  Hjr  the  action  of  a  few 
thieves.  We  have  much  d 
this  subject,  but  in  or 
crowded  state  of  ou. 
obliged  to  omit  other  an 
ant  observations,  and  sJ 
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tion to  tho  matter  a<niin. 


The  Fuhlic  Library. 

Wk  stated  in  our  last  issue  that  we 
should  again  call  attention  to  the  recent 
action  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, but  hardly  expected  to  make  any 
allubioD  to  the  matter  so  soon.  Since  last 
week  new  facts  have  come  to  our  notice, 
and  we  desire  to  lay  them  before  our  read- 
ers at  the  prc»*ent  time.  It  appears  that 
sine©  this  inntitution  was  estaUished,  cer- 
tain individuals  have  visited  it,  and  giving 
their  names  and  places  of  residence,  have 
received  books  which  th^  never  returned. 
For  instance,  Patrick  Brown  said  he  re- 
sided at  No.  7  Cambridge  street  ;  his 
name  was  taken,  and  also  his  residraice, 
and  a  book  given  him.  In  the  course  ot  a 
few  weeks  it  was  found  that  ^u  and  cer- 
tain other  books  charged  to  Patrick  Brown 
had  not  been  brought  Ijack,  and  No.  7 
Cambridge  street  was  visited,  when,  to  the 
private  muni Qeencc-^   These  facts  mast  be  .rratifyiog  to    tial  for  somc  time  subsequent   to  their  ar- 1  surprise  and  indignation  of  everybody  oon- 

OorcliU.  n^^aiiU  it  istolje  regretted  tlwt  any  incon«aler«e  ""**•"»  ^  1  i  r  .  n„  *_;-W  Rmwn  rwi>r 

■Utcment  i£>nbl  have  be«fn  made*,  putlic  to  the  litrary's  rjval ,  if  at  all.      Thus  the  UW)  of  the  libmrv  !   Oemcd,  nO  SUCh  man  as  1  amCK  JJTOWU  cvrr 

*«trlm<nif,»lrce  they  are  erroneous  in  substance,  and  in  man-  .     ,       .^    ,     .       .,  ?      •      i  u  'I   aia    i:»o      nr    AntArfjiinMl   the    thought   O 

■erealculat  -to  raise  pn-judices.  18  limited    to  those   exciubivcly  who  can     did  live,   or   entertainea  ino    vuuugu. 

boast  of  good  connections,  and   is  then  in     lining  there;  hence  the  said  Patrick  was 
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BOSTON,  SUNDAY,  NOV.  3.  1867. 

Who  Owns  the  Public 
Library  ? 

The  lute  objectionable  action  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  Boston, 
gives  rise  to  the  above  query.  If  the  Li- 
brary is  to  be  the  common  property  of  the 
people,  we  hold  that  all  should  have  access 
to  and  be  benefitted  by  it,  at  least  all  who 
have  arrived  at  a  suitable  age  and  are  en- 
titled to  take  out  books  and  cultivate 
their  minds. 

When  the  library  wis  instituted,  it  was 
nnderstood  that  anybody  residing  in  Bos- 
ton, who  was  of  proper  age,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  take  out  and  read  such  liooks  as 
they  chsse.  All  that  was  required  of 
a  persim  who  wal  entitled  to  the  privileges 
rOf  the  instilition  was  to  make  application, 
giving  name  and  place  of  residence,  Ac. — 
Thus  the  institution  has  been  managed,and 
while  it  has  proved  a  source  of  benefit  and 
cnjt.ymcnt  to  hundreds  and  thouiwnds  in 
Bcmion,  it  has  been  favorably  spoken  of 
by  the  pr^*  in  other  cities,  and  has  led  to 
theestablishntcnt  of  piinilar  institutions  in 
j  many  places  throughout  the  United  States. 


no  sense  a  Public  Library,  because  only  a 
favored  few  can  take  out  lH>oks  and  enjoy 
the  pleasure  there  is  in  reading  them. 

It  inay  be  said  that  any  young 
man  employed  in  a  store  or  manu- 
fact<jry  can  readily  command  the 
name  of  his  employer,  and  through  him 
thntof  soioo  other  responsible  person  ;  but 
those  w!>o  advance  such  n  fact  as  that  to 
support  this  actitm  must  recollect  that 
manv  of  those  employers,  though  well- 
known  business  men,  are  riot  well-known 
citizens,  and  reside  in  Charlestown,  Cam- 
bridge, or  Rt^bury,  and  have  therefore 
nothing  to  say  in  regard  to  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  in  Boston. 

One  reason  given    fiir   this    is    that   the 
b<K>k»  are  badly  mutilated  when  all  of  a 
suitaVile  age  arc  permitted  t<»   take  thcni 
out.     We  think  this  could  l>e  avoided  in 
t^ine  less  objectionable  way  than  that  now 
inaugurated.     If  a  person  brings  l>nck  a 
IkkA  mutilated  in  any  manner,  (and  muti- 
lation could  l)e  easily  detected  by  the  em- 
ployees of  the  library  if  they  were  required 
to  gtiard  against  it),  make  him  or  her  piy 
the  extent  of  the  ilanwge  uf>on  the  spot, 
and  have  this  rule  univerKilly  known  and 
profterly  and  thoroughly  enfuraid.     This, 
or  mmo  equally  eflective  arrangement,  it 
s^ms  t)  U-.     luld  be  made  t<i  work  in  a 
satisfactory  tnanner.     The  person  so  muti- 
lating the  books  shouM  not  only  piy  there- 
for, but  1)6  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  Ixjoks 
thereafter. 


a  swindler  and  a  thief,  and  had  increased 
the  extent  of  his  library  by  cheap  but  un- 
lawful means. 

In  this  way  books  were  spirited  off,  and 
there  were  found  others  that  were  mutilat- 
ed Ijadly,  with  no  responsible  person  to 
focjt  tho  bill  of  costs  for  the  same.  It  was 
done  by  a  person  credited  with  redding  at 
wich  a  place  by  the  Trustees,  but  investi- 
gation shows  that  at  "  such  a  ^aee  " 
those  in  authority  say  that  the  person  is 
unknown  to  them. 

Now  this  was  of  that  intensely  aggra 
Tcting  nature  which  demanded  a  reform, 
a  change  of  rules,  in   fi*ct,  and  now  we 
have  it—"  two  well-known  citiiens  "  must 
indorse  a  person's  claim. 

This  theft  and  mutilation  must  be  guard- 
ed against ;  but  why  did  mattem  wach 
this  crisis?  Why  did  not  the  proptf  au- 
thorities, when  a  person's  name  and  rssi- 
dence  was  given,  inquire  whether  ibe  in- 
dividual lived  or  survived  a*  the  ptooe 
given,  whether  Beacon  street  or  North 
street,  and  not  give  out  books  until  this 
matter  was  satisfactorily  established  in 
their  minds? 


v-— 
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The  manner  of  inquiry  in  relation  to 
tliiB  matter  of  residence,  calls  to  mind  the 
recent  case  of  a  very  eelimable  young  lady, 
who  was  exceedingly  indignant  at    the 
manner  in  which  a  settlement  of  her  claim 
was  arrived  at.     She  visited  the  Library, 
and  made  applicatioii   for  books  in   the 
usual  manner,  leaving  her  plaoe  of  resi- 
dence as  a  matter  of  course.    A  few  days 
afterward  a  policeman  called  at  her  board- 
ing-place in  her  absence,  and  a«ked  the 
landlady  if  such  a  person  lived  there.    On 
receiving  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  he 
inquired  what  kind  of  a  character  the 
young  lady  had !     One  can  imagine  the 
thoughts  of  the  landlady,  in  whose  mind 
the  young  lady  was  instantly  associated 
with  everything  of  a  questionable  nature, 
which  was  to  blast  the  reputation  of  her 
house  forever.     If  this  work  ic  delegated 
to  policemen  to  save  expense,  they  should 
b«  instructed  to  state  that  they  come  Irom 
the  Library,  and  that  they  wish  merely 
to  establish  the  fact  that  she  is  a  suitable 
jierson  to  take  out  and  properly  care  for 
books. 

We  are  informed  by  an  attache  of  the 
institution  that  the  Trustees  did  not  ex- 
actly mean  what  the  words  '•  two  well- 
known  citizens  "  imply,  and  that  there  is 
a  misunderstanding  in  relation  to  the  in- 
ference to  bo  drawn  therefrom.     If  the  in- 
telligent men  who  govern  the  institution 
mean  to  speak  in  riddles,  they  should  give 
their  solution  thereof  to  the  public,  and 
until  they  send  us  their  elucidation  of  the 
phrase,  or  an  explanatory  note  in  relation 
thereto,  which  will  enable  us  to  publish 
the  particulars  of  what  they   consider  a 
ju6t  rule,  we  shall  maintain  the  stand  we 
have  taken  in  regard  to  the  management 
of  what  has  been  and  should  continue  to 
be,  a  source   of  profit,  enjoyment,  and  a 
bleflfeing  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 


unies  which  have  been  tiunffrrivd  to  the  Bate*  Ha'l, 
and  (Si43  voluitea  nro  lott  m  mUnoR  or  w.>rn  out. 
Ihe  totul  DumbPTOf  volnintii  in  the  pniro  library  Is 
about  I36,COO.  rh«  librtirv  u  thui*  th--  Sfcond  in  bik>  In 
tl.e  world— thp  tV-ngrea  lonal  library  in  VVai-hingtoa, 
siDOP  tho  additioo  ot  the  Smithi^oulau  lusii'-ualon  and 
thp  k'ftpt  Force  llbrari"!",  oein|<  ibo  larnt-st— and  \f  un- 
eqiiulled  for  aoc«»t<ibility.  Th=i  num^jpr  of  paiiphl«t-< 
has  ircre»»ed  787<  during  the  y<^t,  and  the  nuoiber  at 
prwent  m  top  library  is  aN>ut  SS.tXK). 

The  committee  i  recent  a  very  Inter-stlns;  cxh'blt  oi 
the  DFOportiona  ot  the  varioua  ddoar'nicuti  ot  litora- 
ture  In    the   Ba»ee   Uall,  ♦■xnladiiii?  th«j    I'arliPr  and 
Bowdi'Ch  toHeotionB.    It  is  aa  follows:    English  hif- 
tory  ard  literature,  twelve    pet  cent;  Amertcin  hli^ 
tor>  a'd  ilteraturp,  pIpvpu;  theoloa:/  and  ec3i<»*lajtt- 
cal    history,    ten:    French     hia»o<y    and    literarure, 
BPven;    Italian  history  and  llteratur*?,   Uve;    in-dical, 
hv*-;    maihpmatlcs  and  iihyBiof,  live;  aeneral  niatory, 
and  geoKraphy,  lour:  «ierman  history  and  literature, 
four;  Greeli  Latin  and  philology,  four;  bl'>iiogTaphy 
xnd  literary  history,  four;    other   history  and   litera- 
ture, 'hrpp;    tuttsphysios,   ethic*   and  socal  colencs 
three;  Uue  arta,  thic  ;    jurisprud.'noe,  two;    gnjeial 
c>clopa2<il«,  one;  political  pconowy,  one;  uwfui  arts, 
on*;  njUoeilauHous,  one.    In  taking  acciunt  ot  the  ao- 
cesslong  rturin*   tne  pact  year.  It  is  found   that  th"  in- 
crease ot  theological  and  ecd  sia-tlial  works  has  bi«n 
rpiatively  larire;  that  ^uiprlcan  history  and  Utor.ture 
has  larg'l)    increas-ed,  aud   KngUxh  hwtory  and  'iu>ra- 
ture  riecreai*ed,  in  cuch  a  proportion  as»  to  m*ke  the 
tonner  stano  to  the  latter  as  pievcn  to  ton. 

More  liiteicsting  than  thp  pxhlblt  of  the  proportlona 
of  boijksin  thn  vaiious  dppartaiPDts  of  the  Bates  UaU 
is  thrt  ot  IhP  relative  prof.oftion  in  which  tho  Oookn 
srf  us^d  ItsPPixs  that  English  history  and  literature 
leads  with  seventeen  per  (Sent.;  works  on  useful  and 
linearis  are  next  In  demand— ten  per  cent.;  n^xt, 
American  history  ana  literaturp,  nine  per  cppt  ;  thn^ol- 
ocy  metauhysicp,  ethics,  aud  educaUon,  eUhi;  mathe- 
matics and  physics,  sevtn;  medical,  six;  ualural  ^U- 
tory,  tour;  law  and  political  economy,  two. 

The  precent  agents  of  the  Horary  in  »be  Europpan 
hook  marts  are  Ueiry  r.  rark.r,  at  London:  Dr. 
Ftugcl.  at  l^-lpfig;  Monsleui  V.  Forquet,  at  I'arU;  and 
Chevali'T  Albert,  at  Fior^t'oe.  ^  „  .     ^ 

111.  proportion  ot  books  in  the  low^r  h»ll  is  shown  to  | 
beat  follows:  Nov^Hand  amu.->lng  mls.-e'lanlet,  87.4;  | 
tcieice  and  arts,  12  8:  hloBiaphy,  10.3;  travels,  10; 
foelgu  books  8  8;  poe'iy  and  drama,  6  7 ;mlsceUane.  | 
0U8  history,  6.5;  r.llnlon,  4.7;  ^vi^rtpan  {hptory.  4.8.  , 
IN  class  oi  booita  Un.t  namea  has  by  tar  the  largest  clr- 

""'nie'clrcniatlon  in  both  halls,  during  the  year  past 
was  208  968.  a  call*  avprage  ot  764.  Tb-  clrculmion 
01- bot^ruom  the  lower  hill  was  183,714.  No  acosunt 
iB  given  oi  t)Ook»  us^d  msl^'e  iho  Bates  Uall. 

fhp  Superinterdent'f  report,  tjrming  a  j)»utof  hp 
trustppf',  coHtaKsa  lara-'a-noufltof  roattrr,  embracing 
lable?  showing  lii  df  tail  the  circulation  of  tM.oks,  &c,. 
Hiid  nviDg  a  list  of  donors  of  books,  .)»mpnl*'t««,  antt 
i/iher  gifts.  The  folio  *ing  lable  from  the  jjuperintond. 
ent's  report  shows  ilie 

BoihBn.l*.               Brviks.       PaTnh  et«.      Oth.r  *r'lcU«. 
Kreienicd MM  rift  " 

Dy  exctnnn'' "-«  *  ,       a"  ,,   .^^ 

ThfrP  abstracts  by  no  mpans  compre'<^nd  all  th« 
Dotnts  ur<'8Pnted  In  thp  report.  A  toinhnr  of  imp^r- 
tatt  quL'-tion»  concernlog  the  library  and  lU  oojeots 
are  dl^cuB8'^d  8t  some  length  In  such  a  manner  as  w 
rcuuirPCorsiUera'ilPspaooforthtir  proper  satemnt. 
rhe  d«.cumet>t  Is  in  tli»*  handf  of  th'^  pilat-r,  bo*i^yfe, 
and  wlii  BOoD  be  isoued. 


TUESDAY  MORWiNQ.  NOV.  26.  1867. 

HOBKme  EDITION. 


Tb*  rree  Pubic  I^ibr.iy- Annual  Beport  »f 
th«    Trnstcra.  | 

The  onnnal  repoit  of  the  trust*^  of  the  free  Public 
Library,  which  will  soon  »pi)etr  la  print,  contains 
mncJi  valuable  information.  The  flatues  and  st^tp- 
menta,  ihonRii  lnler»«flo«r  Jn  themaelves,  are  iDv.stP'i  | 
wi>h  Itss ini-rHrt  in  tnat  rrsjiec'  tlmn  In  thol- indica-  , 
tlons  ot  fht'  lltprary  ta«t<!  of  our  rommuulty.  Ihe  re- 
ptrt,  t'loui'h  oiui'what  voluminous  for  a  document  of 
Its  utiturp,  \»  viorthy  of  t  thoro^g^  perusal. 

In  th«-  tirst  oart  of  toelr  rppurt  the  tnisiet^s  give  r^as- 
oijf  tor  the  n.  w  r*gistra  ioti  OI  borrowers  They  st«t" 
'hat  slncf  the  o^teulng  ot  the  lowt-r  hali^OOO  books  h^ve 
disappparpd,  and,  aiihoutih  one-half  ot  thesp  w-r.j 
prolimbly  worn  out,  yel  a  great  num»>er  were  kept  by 
dbhonesi  borrowers,  Ii  was  oonsldHied  that  a  new 
rt-Rigtutloi.  would  be  a  n.eant  oi  ridding  the  llorari  of 
th»>8P  unworth>  (*r»oti». 

toneeinlnir  th*-  c«'llec»'on  of  statuary  and  palnHnes 
the  trnstpt  8 stHie  that  the  room  In  wh'oh  taey  now  .re 
Is  unsnltatiiH  lor  thPlr  exhitntioo,   and.  It.   vl^w  ot  an 
t^c^««e   of  tliis    department    they    recommend  that 
puippr  provision  l>p  mace  for  a  gallery  ot  Cn^arts, 

The  exaiiiii  mg  comn<iit«e  submit  a  long  rfp^rt. 
HhvIdk  giv^n  much  attention  to  the  conditi  m  of  the 
b«iildiog,  tijev  i-tate  that  tt«  principal  defects  sre 
lu^ui!1  teiH  hglit,  bad  ventilation,  and  a  n'^  of 
working  accorumoda'lt.ns  They  suggoat  the  oo- 
cuiwttot],  at  an  <  ar  y  d»y,  of  the  giouud  In  tde 
tpar  of  Ihe  bulliilng  provided  for  an  exten*'ion 
Bp;'arding  the  liook-",  the  commlttp  state  that 
on  Ujp  Ist  of  August,  1866,  theje  w<»re  In  the 
B»te«  Hall  H»&,726  voluoei*,  and  that  the  pre-'-nt 
nuttber  \t  110,881.  In  the  lower  hall  taere  have 
been  piactKi  since  th-  rp«>n1ng  31,8'32  volutnes.  Bf 
an  actual  count  roaoe  duHoK  the  prt-senf  year  there 
arp  25,199.     Denuding  fVom   the  dltferfncB  S'iO  vol- 
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MONDAY  EVENINO,  DEO.  30,  18S7, 


Tbe  JPublic  Library, 

The  Filtfipnth  Annual  Report  of  tne  varlnus  custo- 
(ilacs  of  ihe  I'ubiic  Hbraiy  forms  a  Ions?  and  elaborate 
document  ot  95  pages,  iu  which  all  matters  connect''d 
with  it  are  elf arly  set  forth  and  disCUHse d  with  ^reat 
miDulene'8.    Ihe  Irusiees  in  their  report,   which  Is 
brief,  Ptite  that  the  activity  noticed  in  the  last  Annual 
Report,  In  all  biancbes  ot  tht  library  gervlse,  has  con- 
tinued without  Intermiseion  durlDg  tbe  present  year. 
Ttje  amount  of  labor  perform^'d  has  increased,  and  the 
diflicult  taik  of  iDf'Uriiig  that  each  depart mput  should 
fully  meet  tbe  demands  made  uijon  it,  so  that  none  of 
the  mteiests  of  the  ln>-titutlon  should  sufler,  to  the  in- 
conyenlence  of  tbe  public,  or  to  tne  detrtment  of  Its 
own  optratlots,  has,  so  f«ir  as  practicable,  been  per- 
formed.   No  prosecutions  have  taken  place  under  ttie 
lawot  the  last  LeglMature  pumsblng  depredations  on 
public  librarc!',  Lone  having  been  necessary,  and  none 
may  t^e  necessary,  but  the  power  should  PKi?t.    The 
D»w85  8tfm  ot  legistratioQ  has  not  curtallen  the  use- 
fuloofesot  the  library.    Iho  Ti  unt  es  have  yet  to  learn 
of  an>  onr!  decfrvinjr  and  eutitlf-d  to  the  us*'  ot  the 
llhrary  *ho  has  thereby  been  excluded  trom  its  prtvi- 
leppi'.    Jf  there  are  any,  application  to  the  TfUJ^■P3 
will  tecurp  a  prompt  remedy  of  thH  deprivation.    Bicce 
tbcopeninn  ot  tne  lower  hall,   over  6000  booKs  have 
disapoeared  from  th<?  sbflves,  either  lost,  st^lfo,  or 
worn  ou».    It  is  probable  that  more  than  oi>e  half  of 
these  were  wof"  out,  but  the  proportion  absolutely  lost 
through  the  unfaiththlness  of  borrowers,  it  is  no*  Im- 
pog^lfle  to  fix;  hereafter  it  will  be  exactly  known,    lo 
crier  to  o.teiirt  the  use  of  the  liDrary  as  wia'>ly  as 
unsfcibie,  the  limits  of  the  ages  (A   adm'snion  to  the 
Heading  Bo  j-n  and  ti.e  use  of  the  Library  have  been 
dimini.hediwojears,  with  satisfaottry  results     The 
itneasmg  number  of  works  of  art  coutributud  to  tho 
Librs'y  wlil   make  it  n<  cossary  iu  tt>e  luture  t-*  provide 
a  room  espeoiolly  f"r  their  reception  and  dlnplay      Iwo 
convenuncts  have  greatly    facilitated  the  u.^e  of  the 
llDrary  tlie  pust  year— «ne,  the  "  liiilc^-.>r,"  by  •nhioU 
applicants  are  notilU  d  ot  ttie  absence  ot  boons  on  tuelr 
cards,  ard  the  other  the    ■  Bulletin,"  giviug  a  list  of 
the  new  books  add  d.  ^  ,    .i.  . . 

fhR  most  important  section  of  the  report  Is  that  fojt- 
nlfbed  by  the  Exaruinhig  Committee  a;>point'  d  Dy  the 
Tiustepp,  who  have  evidentlv  mioe  a  ttio  ougu  aud  in- 
telllKPut  examinanon  of  tvcry  matter  affecting  the  lu- 
tpie-ts  ot  ti.e  mrtitution.  Iu  rp«ard  to  the  Library 
Building  lhe>  say  that  tim(^  has  dt^veloped  inoonve- 
ulruces  ono  defects  in  its  construitlon,  tde  principal 
ining  a  want  ot  light  in  some  ot  tha  a'coves  ia  Bates 
bull,  of  ventilanui'  in  the  low-r  story,  and  the  afjsence 
of  woiktnir  room".  Kooms  •ill also « re  lonir,  probaolv, 
t,e  lieedea  to  accoijmodnt,-  special  a4)i;aUoL8  ot  books, 
Ute  the  Hates  and  rarker  roiieotl'ns,  which  by 
the     rt-quiiemeuts     of    the   dmors    muse     De    kept 


toa.tller;  aid  which,  if  thus  k  pt  on  the 
nreH»n»  sbelvipg,  n.u'^t  interfere  witu  the  da-  1- 
iicati.n  ot  the  books  ait  the  usffult.'-ss  ot  tu*- 
library.  I  tie  liirarv  has  lucreas-ed  s(.  rao'dly  thattwa 
moie  such  girts  as'  those  monttoneJ  would  hud  th» 
puM-nt  sheivtiig  lieuincient  to  receive  theai.  the 
retiiedy  is  the  o<:cupation,  at  com"  early  day,  ot  the 
er  und  in  the  recr  of  the  p-esent  ediil-^e,  provided  for 
ftion  an  emcrg  noi .  Tu»  CoDuiiittee  be't-ve  th^t  the 
library  is  desiined  to  l»ecome  the  laruesi,  ou  this  conti- 
nent, wbile  it  li  ui.equaled  for  its  acctssibillty  among 
the  great  public  collections  of  the  *orM  it^  records 
fho»v  that  it  has  iuiiteu  the  cotilribuilons  of  the  pubHc 
witri  a  success  not  elsewhere  equaled  in  hbraries  ot  its 

cha  act<r.  ^  ■  .,     i     „ 

TbP  a*c«s^ion8  of  the  ins*  year  show,  relatively,  a 
large  iticr»  a-e  m  thi  ol-  li  v  and  ecdeslasiical  hixtorv ;  nn 
increase  in  Amedcan  histor    ami  lltfrature,  aud  a  de- 
crease  i'.  Eutlish  aid  l-rerjU  history   and  literature. 
The  dcparniifnt  ot    American  histoiv  and  luerature 
now8tn»  tl8  to  l':4iBliJ'i  History  aud  iiteratur-'  abjut  as 
tentoehven  whl'  h  c  nsl  lerinKtlie  psttntol  thetwjin 
pilntrd  took-,  t-hows  tlial  our  coll.  ction  aff.trd.i  i  more 
conipl.  10  exomii.atlim  irtu  our  national  il'e  .lo  i  letb  rs 
lhi.n  It  d  us  iiiio  any  idber     Itie  r^-nd' rs  of  liugli^h 
hisffii)  pno  literature,  |!o*(ve  ,   am  ii-arly   twice  as 
nun  erous  as  'ho'e  ot  traerban.     AR'-nt^  are  i^npi-iyed 
tn  the  chif  I  cities  ft  Europe  lo  ourchas'  all  new  works 
of  merit  lor   the   llbr.iry.    l'Hrophlpt««  are  luorea-mn 
(aster  tlian  thev  can  be  urraegeO.    The  libra'y  is  kept 
op-n  as  many  dojs  in  the  }^»r  as  is  po-riMe  with  its 
pioper  care       ihe  month  tlia'  is  now  r'-guired  for 
cleatdng  the  huildi'  d  i»ul  verifying  tho  shell  lists  bc»  «k 
by  hook,  is  not  too  long  a  time  tor  the  puipjse,  nna  It 
will  tK- lorfunate  if,  in  condnn  years,  th>s  work  can  pe 
k»pt  withh    the  niontli.     The  qu'stlou   wt.elher  th-' 
librarv  is  so  coi  ducted  as  to  be  ys  useful  as  possible  to 
all  ola-»e«   isioDcidt'ted  nt  length,  and  ttie  couimiitee 
expiecs  lb'  deilded  opinl  n  that  iiij..    Toe  rules  estit>. 
li^h^•d  are  ?hi»wn  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  grf  ate«t 
nur  ber,  alihough  8<  me  lud'viduais    may    complain 
The  total  nuiiU'ei  of  books  ii>  ure  In  both  nails,  lor  the 
pat*  sear  was  2  »8,908,  a  dady  average  of  754,  which  L-* 
larKor  thiin  pv r  tn-fbre;  while  thi  ereat'st  delivery  in 
■  i-v  sIlbIp  day  was  1818  (agniust  1534,  tti«  larg-st  pre- 
viously, in  IStaj )    The  nnnipnr  of  volum-s  taic^n  from 
the  lower  hall  was  183,714,  whlci  is  very  nearly  the 
average  ot    t»»P   'ast  t"ur  years.      With   a  syst^-m  ot 
blanch  liltrartes  sav  one  iu  R<'Xbury,  one  In  South 
Boston,  and  one  In  Ean  tiost'  n,  it  scorns  pro*)able  that 
the  popuUr  circulation  could  be  trade  far  larjrer  rela- 
tlvi  y  thsu  It  is  even  now  to  the  most  succ  sslul  ot 
such  e»iiiblirbnieuts  tt  botre  and  abroad     At  Manches- 
ter, Ei'glaiid,  tbe  system  is  Aell-estabhsbed,  a«a  w<Mks 
8UCce*slullv, 


In  the  lower  ball  it  appears  that  the  princiual  de- 
mand is  lor  woibs  of  lieiion  and  juveniles,  the  books  of 
tliose  classes  cBlkd  foi  forming  GS  1-5  per  teol.  of  the 
whule  number.  Some  very  interesting  and  <*iirlous 
statistics  on  'lus  subject  aro  given,  as  well  as  c^mpHri- 
sons  between  tuis  and  public  libraiiea  in  Enyiard,  in 
regard  to  ti>e  deuiaid  for  such  literature.  Ot  juvende 
ttooks  in  tbjs  library  Mavm'  Keld's,  Abbott's,  Hari»er's. 
aid  the  Franconia  series  take  the  lead,  in  the  oider 
namp'i  Of  the  novHists,  Cooix^r,  Dickens,  Marry att, 
Mr!^.  dentz,  Scott,  Himms  and  Lever  take  the  lead,  in 
the  01  o«r  I  aujcd  Tlje  committi'e  do  not  consider  cue 
largti  percentage  of  lictiou  r^ai  to  oe  anything  that 
need  suri»r'eH  or  alarm.  This  class  of  reading  is  con- 
lined  to  the  lower  hall.  In  the  B«tea  Uail  the  works 
aie  ot  a  higher  character. 

I  be  Iteading  Koom  is  «ell  manaued.  Durlnsr  the 
piist  year  there  have  been  91  882  readers  of  p^rlodions 
and  T^lerecce  bO'jks,  ai  d  of  tnis  i  umber  12,a^  wre 
females.  It  sr'tw.'i  fonieihu.g  of  the  dlff-'rent  constitu- 
tion of  society,  that  of  the  71,353  reiders  lu  the  coiro- 
spondif  g  di  paitaicnt  at  iUanchesK=r,  Eng.  but  5588 
were  lemal<s.  The  avera»e  number  of  readers  daily 
the  past  year  « as  254,  ano  283  ma^azine^s  were  read 
on  an  average  daili  tor  the  28:»  d;iy«  tiie  room  was 
o|ien.  Some  60  ptrsons,  mostly  strncgers,  enter  the 
rooDu  dttilv,  out  of  cunofitj^. 

In  ^e^ard  to  ti^e  muti'atlon  and  loss  of  books,  It  is 
itaudluat  thf    number  of  hooks  lost  itcreased  annu- 
ally till  it  had  got  to  oe  jparly  tietweeo  live  and  six 
huuored,  when,  at  the  bemnulng  of  Ust  year,  some 
check  was-  put  upon  it  by  issuing  now  cards  aud  recall- 
ii.g  tbe  old  vbtf.    SIdl,  f  r  ih-,  past  year,  400  vol- 
umes aie   rep>rted    missing,   and   of  these,   210  are 
chained     to     porrowers,      who    rtnuot    be     found 
or    traoFd    at    the    uddressrs     f"e,     gave,    leaving 
the  sad  inference  ot  pr<«medltated  fraud.    iMuMlations 
and  defucements  or^  beoonlot-  common.    WtiAtpro- 
jM-rtion  of  books  are  actually  stoifo  cannot  b>  deform 
ined,  but  this  disgrnce'ul  kind  of  less  is  Increasing  out 
of  all  preportiou  to  the  circulation     At  the  Mfuoties- 
ter  (Etur.)  public  litrary  tv»o  pecuniary  voucher?  are 
n quired  for  every  applicant,    (m  the  Sim"*  clroulatlon 
as  ours  in  1866-6,  ttiey  lost  put  60  volumes,  and  th'^y 
were  ad  ri  plajed— 33  by  the  boiroweis,  aud  23  oy  the 
guhtantof"     Besid's  this  they  et. force  pecunia-y  satis- 
fac'lon  for  niutdt.tloiB  and  dptatpoienw.     The  aew  re«. 
IstKition  system  furniaiiee  some  check  to  thi^  evil,  ».n4 
the  Committee  tiusl  that  it  t'ill  not  be  found  necessary 
to  to  to  tfi"  liniit  ^mploved  at  Maiichester.    The  Com- 
ndnee  which  has  given  this  cnrelul  exainuiatlon  of  the 
liDrarv,  and  of  whce  repojt  we  have  rfU>a  but  an 
iiiklii'K,  is  ccmpo'Pd  of  Messrs.  Jus'In  VVlnsor,  Auoa^o 
Connan  Cnaiies  VY. Freeiand,  C  D.  Uomai  s,  Herman 
J.  VVtruerand  tt  C   Water«ton.  ,  .     ,.     . 

Ihe  repert  o*"  Charles  C.  Jewett,  Superlttendent, 
shows  that  the  8CceFS'on«  to  ttie  library  la^t  year  com- 
rrl?ed  9197  b  uks  78(7  pamphlet?  ano  33  other  articles. 
Amonir  the  donors  ar.  esi^ec'allv  mentuned  Hon  Wm 
Cirav.  W  m   Everett,  Esq  ,  and  the  children  of  top  m.^ 
Hon.  Joflahgui.c>,  who  m-=de  highly  vaiuaDl-  pms 
of  booi-s  uno   pomphbU.     The  collec'ion  now  con^- 
nrises  125  981  volumes,  of  which  110,782  are  in  th"  Bat-s 
and  25,in.>  In  tne  Lower  Uall.     foe  i  umbei  of  pa-  ph- 
lets  if  44  443     The  following  inteies'iug  statistics  are 
given  in  tesard  to  miseln?  books: 
ilie  whole  numbei  oi  person*  to  whom  notices  were 
sent  by  r -II  tiat  they  hnd  kfi|.t  Kie  ho.ki  hor- 
roHedov*r  the  loart<;cn(lByi allowed  hyiUeRulei 

Yff^ I\0a4 

Tne  whoi"i,uraber  .  f  persons  who  koot  their  noiks 
over  twettv  one  d-.vs.  Pud  to  whom  a  spetlal  mm 
teiiKor  \\»(.  80  t  lo  re«iin  the  b>>tj1n. ••••••;Vh; 

The  ^ hole  uuftibcr  noi  reiuii.ed  at  iije  close  i-f  tne 
1  ibrary  year V'!','^' 

> unib  r  <  f  ibenc  recevcrt (*  or  acconutoa  for • . 

WhoU  nur  her  which  weie  tiken  l>y  utrs  na  who 
ci't>»4  not  be  f  ui  0.  of  .'  hiob  a  few  ti've  been  re 

TlVe^moui.t'Vaid'for  piBtaat'and  racsaeiHei'*  «er ^^^^  ^^ 

'n^t'sinouui'recplvcj'for'tines'di.o  inefionuM's  fewa. .  •  166  Ml 
Tbe  new  registration,  des'iined  to  cneck  tho  evil  ot 
stpslinir  books,  d.Kis  not  In  e«f<re  with  th  popularity 
of  the  library.  The  r.gistration  Is  Pror^-^alng  more 
FNpidly  *nau  when  first  o'  ened  in  the  pre*'  ct  building, 
and  the  new  m.at^uie  is  showing  beneficial  resulto.  The 
fxpendliuresol  the  institution  la«t  year  amounted  to 
»62,66b  72  ;_ 
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EVENING    l^UANSCRlFr. 


MONDAT    ETKMATQ,  DSC.  tt*.  ISST. 


THE  Pddlio  Ltbbabv.  The  FKtcentli  Annual 
Report  ot  tiie  \  :aioiw  custodians  oi  the  Public  Li- 
brary firms  au  elaborate  dDoument  o(  ninety-flve 
p»ii0».  The  trusioes,  in  their  refwjrt,  state  that  no 
prosecution*-  hRve  taken  placp  under  the  law  ot  the 
laslLeglfclaturc  liuniihing  dcprodafcionw  ou  oubhc 
llbraru-.*,  cone  havltie  been  naccsaary.  The  now  ly*- 
tem  ot  recistration  has  not  curtailed  the  useiulnosg 
or  the  library.  The  trustees  have  yet  to  learn  of  any 
one  deserving  and  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  library 
who  has  thereby  been  f  xcluded  from  its  privilevrea. 
11  there  arc  any,  application  to  the  truatces  will  »&^ 
curn  a  prompt  remeay  o(  the  doprivatiou  Siuci  the 
openingof  tholower  haM,  ov^r  eooo  booka  have  aii- 
appeare*!  (mm  the  Bhelve*,  either  loat,  atoien  or  worn 
out.  Jt  is  probable  that  more  than  one  half  ot  thoge 
Tveie  worn  out,  but  the  pi-<>portion  absolutely  last 
tbroufih  tha  untaltbiuinoa  ol  botrowors  it  In  now 
liHU0»8ibIe  to  fix;  hon^atter  It  will  be  exactly  known. 
In  order  to  extend  the  u«e  ot  the  IJcrary  as  widely 
««  possible,  the  Ilnilf<i  of  the  a<.'<»a  of  admlssioo  to  the 
Uftadin);  Uooai  and  iho  ds«  of  U>»  F,ibr»»ry  i.-.vg  been 
Uiuiiuishefl  two  years,  with  ftatjiiractory  renolts, 

'J  he  Cnnimittec  lieliove  that  iho  library  is  destliwKl 
to  l)€coniotho  iaisrest  on  this  oontiuont,  while  It  Ih 
nncquallcd  for  Ita  acre«s1bllltv  imonit  theffroat  pub- 
lic col  Icetlona  of  tho  world.  Iti  records  show  that 
it  ha.4  invitf^d  the  conlriuutlona  ot  thu  public  with  a 
hubCbi*  i/ot  clKewhere  equalled  lu  libraries  vf  its 
character. 

The  acceasions  of  the  last  year  show,  relatively, 
a  larze  iiicrea»e  in  tbeolory  and  ecdoAiaatioal  hU- 
torv ;  an  Increase  in  Amertoan  hintorv  and  literature, 
uiiu  a  dcoieaao  in  RnKintb  and  Trench  history  jmd 
litoiatuie.  The  department  of  Amorlcan  hiatory 
and  literature  now  atauda  to  KnsrliHh  history  and 
lit&raturc  about  a!i  tea  to  eleven,  which,  conaiderlng 
the  extent  of  the  two  In  printed  booka,  shows  that 
our  coikHtion  aftbnls  a  more  complete  exanjination 
into  our  national  lifo  and  lattcra  Utaa  Udoes  iaio' 
any  other.  The  readers  of  Enzlish  history  and  lit- 
erature, however,  are  nearly  twice  as  numcroua  »« 
thmae  of  Ameri''an.  Agenta  are  eniployod  m  the 
ebiet  ciliea  ot  Europe  to  purchaHe  all  new  works  ot 
merit  tor  the  library,  ramphleta  are  insreaainj; 
taster  than  they  can  be  arrani;od.  The  library  is 
kept  open  a<i  man y  days  in  the  year  as  is  pisaibla 
with  Its  proper  care.  Xho  month  that  is  now  re- 
ijuired  for  doanintt  the  bull  ling  and  verifyiuK  the 
.sbelt  li8tt»,  book  by  book.  Is  not  too  long  a  time  *cr 
the  purnoee,  and  it  will  be  lortunate  if.  In  uoining 
yearii,  this  work  can  be  kept  within  the  manth. 

Total  ntiiDber  ot  books  in  use  In  bo'h  halls  for  the 
pa*t  year  was  JOUfhta,  a  dady  avera^Te  of  751,  which 
1.H  larger  than  over  iKilore;  wUiie  the  Kre-iteH  )'e- 
livery  in  any  b-nKic  day  was  1813  (against  15'I4.  the 
laruei.t  previously,  in  1800.) "  Tho  number  of  voluracs 
taken  ir  >in  tho  lower  hall  wa.i  1M.714,  which  la  very 
ncHriy  tho  avferage  of  the  last  lour  years.  With  a 
byt  ten:  oi  branch  hbraries,  say  one  ta  Ito.tlniry,  one 
inStuth  Bohion,  and  olo  in' East  Boston,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  popular  cliculation  oonlu  bu  made 
lur  larirer  relalivelv  th<»u  it  !h  evon  now  to  the  most 
bnoeiHslul  ot  such  oitsbilxhiuents  at  hor«o  and 
iibroad. 

In  the  lower  hall  It  appears  that  the  prloclpal  de- 
mand IS  for  worKi"  (ii  Action  and  Juvenile.^,  the  bitokb 
ot  ih^80  clafise."'  called  fi>r  tormina  f'S  1  r»  per  cent  ol 
the  whole  number.  Some  very  interesting  statistic* 
on  this  Kubjoct  are  kIvcu. 

Of  juvenile  bocks  in  this  library  Mavne  Hold's. 
Abbott's,  Harper^,  and  the  J'ranc'unia  Seriua  t.ike 
the  loati,  in  tho  ord'^r  named.  Of  the  navelist-i, 
t;o«per.  Dickens,  Mariyatt,  Mrs.  Uentz,  tJcdt, 
Siuinis  and  l.f  vcr  take  the  load,  it;  the  ordor  named. 
The  conitnlttfe  do  not  consider  the  large  porcenta^o 
ol  Uctlou  n-ad  t  >  bo  anyttiiui;  that  n;eo  nurpriao  or 
alarm.  This  ciins  ol  rea<lliiu  ii  lontlned  to  the  lower 
ball.  Ill  the  liatcs  U:vll  lbs  workv  are  ot  a  bighur 
cbaractor. 

The  reading  room  I*  well  fnana:!ed.  During  the 
I  ast  year  there  have  been  91.8:s:>  readers  ul  periodi- 
cals an'i  reference  book",  and  of  this  numhfr  12,348 
w  ere  temalaa.  It  Hhows  suniethJug  ot  thoditrereut 
ronst!f.;iion  of  society,  that  of  ttie  71,30.'}  reader*  in 
the  C4>rre!iponilintr(]'>partiner,t  at  Manobestcr,  En?., 
but  25^8  wero  tenialeis.  Tho  avora^e  number  of  reid- 
ors  dally  the  |«<4  year  was  avi,  and  2^.i  mngaxinos 
were  read  on  an  aye'a<.'e  daily  lor  the  »<9  (lavs  tho 
room  was  0|>«i.  Som  b  60  i>orsoas,  mostly  slraugers, 
enter  tho  rooi*d»ily  out  of  curioMitv. 

In  retrunl  t^the  mutilation  and  liins  of  br)r.ki.  It  Is 
St.-! ted  that  the  nunit>erot  book*  lost  increased  an- 
niialij  till  it  had  jyot  t4»  be  veariy  between  tlve  and 
pu  huiHlred,  when,  at  tho  beiiinnlng  ot  li»tye.ir, 
vonie  chc.k  wasput  upr.u  it  by  i'sning  new  oards 
and  ri-caliing  the  old  ones.  Stiil,  for  the  past  yoar. 
tUi  volumes  arc  reporte^l  ml.ysiuK,  and  of  the^io.  210- 
are  rharoed  to  lK)rrower8  who  cannot  be  tound  or 
tisced  ar  jlio  addic.^sc,  tliev  gave.  I  iaviun  the  infer- 
ence ot  premtd!htt<'4l  fraud.  Mntllfttions  ani  de- 
cern.. Jia  are  hecowing  common.  What  |k  opjri.Un 
01  book^  are  actually  stolen  cannot  be  dercrminou, 
hot  thlsdiSiiRcrfni  kind  of  loss  Is  Increa^inir  out  of 
all  projKirtlon  to  the  circulation.  At  tho  M  inchester 
(F.ng.)  public  library,  two  peoiiniary  vouchers  are  re- 
quired fbr  pvory  nppiicaiit.  On  lbs  same  circulation 
a-*  ourH  in  18G5-6,  they  lost  bnr  06  volumes,  and  thoy 
were  ail  replaced— :kj  by  the  borrowers,  and  23  bv 
the  guarantors,  itttddos  ibu  thev  enforcopacunmry 
satUfacttwi  l.'ir  routilatien«  and  defVicemoQts.  The 
tiew  resfstiarion  syttt^in  fhmli»hej  aumo  chock  tj 
tiiis  evil,  and  the  c«inim;itee  trust  that  It  wtll  not  bo 
toiinrt  necessary  to  go  to  tho  limit  employed  at  Man- 
chenlor. 


The  report  of  Charles  C.  >1ew/>tt,  Suporiutendcnt. 
.showb  that  the  accessions  to  tho  library  last  year 
<  omprisod  B197  books,  7S77  panijiblet.i  arid  .'ft  other 
aitii.k'fl.  AiuotJii  the  dono.-s  are  especially  mon- 
tloned  Hon,  Wia.  (Jray,  Wm.  Kverett,  Esq.,  and  the 
children  of  the  late  Hon.  Jomah  Qulncv,  who  male 
liii;hly  valuable  gilts  ol  boi  ks  aud  i>ai«'phlofb.  The 
eoiiection  now  contpriaoh  1."3.!»S1  voluniea,  of  which 
110,7t2  are  lu  the  I'.ates  and  2C,1!W  in  tho  L.owor  Had. 
llie  number  of  paujplots  1^  44,113.  Ih^  following 
interea^hig  statistics  are  giv«>u  lu  regard  to  miM^Ing 
books: 

The  whole  Bumbi'r  of  periions  to  whom  no- 
ticet-  were  sent  by  man  thai  they  hsd  kept 
the  tKtoks  horrowtMJ  over  tha  iourteen  days 

allowe<l  by  tbe  Rules  was ...   .     IG.CjJ 

The  whole  nan;berof  petsons  who  kept  their 
books  over  iwcntv-one  days,  and  to  whom 
a  f>pcc4at  nieswnfter  wa>i  pent  to  rsftaiu  the 

booki- l,4ll» 

The  whole  number  not  returned  at  the  cl:>se 

ot  the  Library  yeiir 315 

Ni'mber  of  thf ae  recovered  or  acconntM  tor         105 
Whole  number  which  were  tAken  byper-'Ons 
nho  cimid  not  be  fouud,  of  which  a  tew 

have  been  returned 237 

I'he  uuiauiit  puid  lor  postage  and  messen- 
ger's t'ervice  was 9714  48 

1  he  amount  received  for  tines  and  mcssou- 

per's  tece $3^)6  50 

I'henew  registi.'itlon  dos)r»nort  to  r-hook  thoevH  ot 
stealing  bcH>ka  d'wm  not  intorforo  with  the  popular- 
ity ot  the  library.  'J  ho  rogistratton  Is  pro^eedin,' 
more  rapidly  than  when  ttrst  opened  in  the  presant 
builoing,  and  the  new  measure  is  showinir  hened- 
cial  recults.  The  expenditures  of  the  tnstltuciou  last 
year  amounted  to  $52,648  72. 
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SUNDAY  MORNING  EDITION. 


WHA.T  THE  PEOPLE  BEAD, 

The  Fiftoenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library  has  been  published, 
and   if*    nn    able    and    elaborate    document, 
evmcinj;  much  care  and  judgment  in  the  pre- 
paration.   It  makes  a  large  octavo  pamphlet 
of  86  pagcp,  of  which  54  are  occupied  with  the 
Report  of  tlie  Examining  Committee.    This  is 
to  U3  the  most  valuable   and  interesting  part 
ot  the  document,  as  it  unfolds  most  fully  the 
method  and   constitution  of  the   Library,  and 
also  what  sort  of  books  are  in  greatest  de- 
mand. 

It   appears  that   the  establishment  is  ar- 
ranged in  two  divisions,   called  respectively 
the^Bates  Hall  and  the   Lower  Hall.     The 
whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library   is 
ahout  186.000;  of  which  110.881  are  in  the 
Bates  Hall,  and  25,199  in  the  Lower  Hall. 
The  former  collection  is  meant  to  consist  main- 
ly of  books  of  solid   and  permanent  value, 
thus  looking  to  the  wants  of  the  higher  order 
of  readers,  such  as  scholars,  artists,  investi- 
gators,  and  members  of   the    learned  pro- 
feasions;    the    latter    is    iutonded    more   foi 
general  and  popular  circulation .    In  the  Bate? 
"Hall,  few  works  of  fiction  are  allowed,  save 
those  whii'h.  by  a  long  probation,  have   fairly 
earned  the  title  ot  Classics.      In    the  Lower 
1  Hall,  novels  anH  juvenile  books  make  about 
one-third  of  the  whole  number. 

The  records  ot  the  past  year  show  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  used  in  the  whole  Library  to 
have  been    208.963,    which    gives    a    daily 
average  of  about  754,  for  the  277  days  that  the 
Library  was  open.      Of  this   number,   2.1.249 
were  of  the  Bates  Hall  collection.  13.696  be- 
ing lent  for  use  at  home,  and  11.553  for  use  in 
the  haU  ilsdf.  Here  the  average  daily  delivery 
for  both  uses  has  been  about  92  volumes.  This 
leaves  183,714  as  the  number  used  from  the 
Lower  Hall,  which  gives  a  dally  average   oi 
about  664.    So  that  the  contents  of  the  Lower 
HaU.  though  less  than  one-fourth  the  number 
ot   books,  are   more   than    seven    times  as 
much   in    demand,  as  those    of  the    Bates 
Hall. 

To   show    somewhat   mora    in    detail  the 
chaiacter  of    the  reading.      The  Bates  Hall 
has  been  open  five   years;    and  the    average 
yearly  use  ot  books  is  stated  to   have  been 
as  follows:  English  History  and  Literature, 
17  per  cent. ;    Auierican  History  and  Litera- 
ture, 9;  Theology,  Metaphysics,  Ethics,  and 
EJucation,  8;   Periodicals,    7;    Mathematics 
and  Physics,  7 ;  Medicine,  6  ;  French  History 
and  Literature,  6 ;  and  so  on,  tapering  down 
through  several   other   classes  to    Law  and 
Political  Economy,  which  Is  given  as  2  per 


cent.  A  great  falling-oflf  is  remarked  in  the 
class  of  Theology,  Metaphysics,  Ethics,  and 
Education.  The  first  year,  this  ran  as  high 
as  11  per  cent.,  but  has  gradually  declined  to 
4  per  cent.,  which  wa^  the  rate  during  the 
past  year.  The  change  is  thought  to  be 
owing  partly  to  the  fant,  that  special  efforts 
were  at  first  made  to  interest  the  clergy  and 
educators  in  the  Library,  and  partly  to  the 
fact  of  a  General  Theological  Library  having 
been  since  established  in  the  city.  However 
that  may  be,  the  change,  it  seems  to  us,  is  by 
no  moans  inauspicious.  It  is  also  noted  thai 
the  cla^s  of  Americ,  m  History  and  Literature 
has  gradually  gained  in  use  ;  which  is  thought 
to  be  owing  in  part  to  the  late  rebellion  hav- 
ing stlraulatfHl  the  study  of  our  own  history. 
The  reading  in  the  Lower  Hall  is  stated  to 
Lave  run  in  about  the  following  proportions : 
NoveU  and  Juvenile  books,  70  per  cent.; 
Sciences,  Arts,  and  Professions,  nearly  6  per 
cent. ;  Dram  t.  Poetry.  &c.,  nearly  5 ;  Travels, 
nearly  6 ;  Biography,  nearly  4 ;  History  and 
Politics,  nearly  3.  In  1861,  an  attempt  wa? 
made  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of  reader? 
sought  for  fiction,  two  days  being  selected  tor 
thol)urpo3o;  and  the  average  result  was  41 
per  cent,  of  all  the  borrowers.  And,  speak- 
ing orenerally,  it  is  said  that  in  the  Lower  Hall 
every  volume  of  fiction  will  have  seventeen 
readers  a  year,  while  everv  volume,  not 
fiction,  will  gee  an  average  of  only  four. 
This  record,  as  the  Committee  frankly  own, 
is  not  altogether  satisfactory ;  but  they  show 
that  "the  result  with  us  is  no  worse  than  else- 
where, and  even  sometimes  creditable  by 
comparison."  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
proportion  of  novels  read  would  be  much 
larger  than  it  is,  but  for  the  restraint  which 
the  managers  exercise  in  that  particular.  To 
meet  the°  popular  demand  for  ficWon,  three- 
fourth,  of  the  annual  purchases  would  have  to 
be  made  in  that  class  ot  books;  whereas  it 
now  makes  but  about  one-third  of  the  whole 
collection  in  the  Lower  Hall.  Some  novels, 
Miss  Braddon's  in  particular,  are  noted  as 
purposely  kept  much  short  of  the  popular 
demand. 

On  this  point,  it  occurs  to  us  to  say,  that  the 
main  butines*  of  suoh  a  Library  is  to  supply 
I  the  public   demand,  and  not  to  regulate  or 
form  the  public  taste ;  though  this  latter  may 
indeed  justly  come  in  as  a  partol  Its  legUmiate 
office.     It  is  comparatU-ely   easy  to  ascrtain 
what  the  people  Scant  to  read ;  what  they  ovgJit 
to  i^<S.  IS  exceedingly  hard  to  deterrn.ne ; 
and  to  lodge  such  a  prerogative  in  any  official 
hands,  does  not  comport    exactly  with  our 
notions  of  freedom.    Individuals  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  use  or  abuse  of   their  own  t.me 
and  their  own  minds ;  and  we  do  not  c  .re  to 
have  the  Government  «.^«rp  that  responsibility 
in  regard  to  what  we  read,  any  more  than   in 
ri'gard  to  what  wo  eat  and  drink.     Some  dis- 
..retion.  however,  must  needs  bo  lodged  with 
the  managers  of  such  an  institution;    and  »t 
does  not  appear  but  that  In  this  case  the  dis- 
cretion  has  been  well  and  wisely  exercised. 
It  is  but  just  to  add  tho  following  passage 
from  the  report : 


"Your  Committee,    th^  are  of  the 

opinion  thai  ihis  large  pafcentagf^.- action  is 


anything    that    need   surprise    ^  ilarm    us. 
Good  fiction  is  doubtless  salutary,    and    the 
o-eueral    character    of  juvenile  litemiure  is 
much  improved  over  what  It  formerly  was. 
That  there  are  some  books  among  the  collec- 
tion in  our  LoWer  Hall  which  are   not  of  the 
wholesomest,  may  be   allowed;    but  a  cen- 
sciencious    effort  is  made  to    exclude  rigor 
oiisly  everything  that  is  of  decidedly  evil  ten- 
dency, and  of  the  half-morbid  sort  to  allow 
but  one,  or  at  most  but  a  very   few    copies. 
We  may  say  that  the  betst  novels  are   seldom 
read  in  a  way  to  do  tho  most  good ;  but  that  is 
a  circumstance    f  course  beyond  any  library's 
control,  and  there   is  a   good  deal  to  say  In 
favor  of  supplying  the  masses  with  reading  of 
even  an  inferior  order  rather  than  they  should 
not  read  at  all." 

We  should  like  to  follow  the  Report  further, 
and  especially  into  some  ot  tho  curious  notices 
which  ic  yields  as  to  the   relative  degree  in 
which  certain  books  and  authors  are  read ;  but 
we  have   already    somewhat    overgone    our 
limits.    The  document  is  exceedingly  inter- 
esting to  us  as  an  index  of  what  the  popular 
taste  for  reading  is.  and  whither  it  is  tending. 
On  the  whole,  taking  what  is  here  given  as 
our  exponent,  it  may  be  safely  aflHrmed  that 
the  management  of  the    City  Library  is  in 
honest,  faithful,  and  capable  hands ;  while  in 
size  and  quality  the  Library  itself  is  probably 
second  to  none  on  the  Continent. 


\ 
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THE   PUBtIC  LIBBAKY. 

The  fifteenth  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of 
^  l*ublic  Library  is  very  plewAnt  reading  to  a 
BofltoniaB.      It  is   flattoring   to  his  municipal 
pride  to  know  that  this  last  Boston  "Notion"  i% 
a  little  ahead  of  any  aimilar  institution,  and  that 
its  managers  have  carried  out  the  idea  of  Ed- 
ward f:ven*tt,   who  called   it  "the  completion 
of  our  public  school  syutem."     Ignoring  class 
and  caste,  the  institution  seeks  to  benefit  "the 
greatcflt  poesible  number  of  citizens."     Its  pn- 
inaryidea  \*  to  circulate  books,  and  therefore, 
while  the  Tru«teefl,  in  their  system  of  purchascH, 
attend  to  the  wants  of  particular  classes,  they 
abundantly  recognize  the  taster  of  the  people. 
If  a   book    is  asked  for  wliich  is  not  in  the  col- 
lection, it  iv  ordered,  if  a  proper  one,  and  thus, 
to  the  poor  scholar  are  giron  gratuitous  "facU- 
ities  for  seiurhing  the  book  marts  of  the  world, 
'  that  the  wealtliiest  can  hardly  command. " 

ff  a  'indent   d»  sires   to    search   for  himself 
among  the  alcoves  for  l)ooks  on  some  favorite 
flifcme,  the  privtlege,  under  suitable  ret^trictions, 
is  freely  accorded.     ITiat  a  larger  number  might 
enjoy  th<-  benefit  of  thelibrary,  the  Tru(<tees 
recenUy  diminishe<l  bylS^years  the   limits  of 
the  age«  of  admission.     The  cliange  has  added 
a  large  cla«-  of  readers  "of  an  age  when  a  gootl 
book  makw  a  more  lasting  and  decided  impres- 
aon   than  upon  mature  minds."     The  "Hul- 
letin."   which    indicateit    the    new    books    pur- 
cha«^,  iinU  the  "Indicat^.r,"  which  shows  what 
books  are  in,  are  among  the  recent  pnxA  of  the 
intention  of  Uie  Trustees  to  make  Uie  libi-ar>  a 


Tne  Public  Libr.  ry  contains  aboot   136,000 
volumes,  or  OTer  thiee  miles  of  occtipied  shelves, 
and  is  surpassed  in  siie  in  this  country  only 
by  the  Ubrary  cl  Congress,  while  "it   is  un- 
equalled for  its  accessibility  lunong  the  great 
public  collecticns  of    the    world."     The  total 
nuuber  of  books  in  use  for  the  past  yta'  wan 
208,963,  a  daily  average  of  754.     In  the  Bates 
UaU  the  aveiage  yearly  use  of  English  History 
and  Literature  is  17  per  cent.,  of  American  9, 
Useful  and  Fine  Arts  10,  Tlieology  and  Meta- 
physics 8.     In  the  Lower  Hall,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  fiction  the  circulation  is  about  138,000 
volumes  during  the  year.     Among  the  juveniles 
MajTie  Iteid's  works  has  a  circulation  of  4,903, 
Abbott's  Stories  3,521,  Harj>er's  Storj-  Books 
2,219.     Among  the  novelists  Cooper  circulates 
6^460,  Marryatt  3, 7 3Q.  Dickens  3,955,  Thafk*, 
eray  1,295,  Simms  2,345,  Miss  Muloch  1,663, 
Mrs.  Stowe  980.     In  foreign  literature  the  cir- 
culation has  been  5,064  volumes,  of  wliich  (ioethe 
leids  with  338  and  George   Sand  has  only  11. 
loetry    and    the    Dranui    circulate    8,750    vol- 
umes: Tennyson  124,  Longfellow  429,  AVhittier 
91,  Shakespeare   545,  Bells'   Tlieatre  859,  and 
Minor  Drama  757.     Sciences,  Arts  and  Profes-  j 
sions  have  circulated  12,250  volumes,  Trayels 
8,837,  History  and  Politics  5,425,  and  Haqx-r's 
Monthly  2,787.     Among  theological  works  thoM 
of  Gumming  have  the  largest  circulation,  being 
85.      TTiese   statistics   present   very   gratifying 
facts,  for  they  show  that  the  library  is  by  no 
means  an  institution  for  circulating  works  of  fic- 
tion.    The  .eading-room  is  provided  with  208 
copies  of  i)eriodical8,  and  was  visited  during  the 
past  year  by  91,832  readers,  of  whom   12,84H 
were  females,  a  fact  which  we  doubt  if  it  finds 
its  parallel  in  any  i-eading-room  in  the  world. 

As  usual  witli  public  edifices  in  this  country, 
the  library  building  is  defectiv*-  in  light,  venti- 
lation   and   in   suiuble  working   rooms.     It  is 


dwnocratic  institution.  muu"    »•""    ■"   •■ r^ 

The  aim  of  the  Trustees  ha«  been  not  nu-rely  strange  Uiat  American  architects  cannot  erect 
lo  wvumulate  and  preserve  books,  but  to  circu-  ^  building  which  shall  b«-  (creditable  Uj  their 
hite  them,  and  therefore  they  sensibly  say,  "A  t^stc  and  be  adapUnl  to  a  spe<ial  use.  The  ex- 
book  n-mninlng  unused  or  idle  upon  fhe  shelf  j,enditure  lor  the  libraryduring  the  last  year 
doe«  not  fiilfil  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  pro-  ^^  $52,658,  of  which  some  *i^n,222  was  piud 
doced,  Jind  the  lai-gest  use  consistent  with  the  I  f^„  ^j^^j^^,  $3,807  for  binding,  83,351  for  cata- 
jftfetyof  the  property  must  l>e  the  steady  aim  |  lojrues,  and  «21 ,239  fi^r  salaries, 
in  any  succ-oasful  management  of  a  great  public  ^  jhe  report  is  the  lapt  work  of  the  Suih-hb- 
library  "  ^'hde  this  generous  confidence  lias  ^  tendent,  C  C  .Tewett.  To  him  the  hbrar>  has 
«ot  beet)  nciprocated  by  all  who  have  used  the  i^,.n  largely  indebted  for  its  chararter  and  iU 
Hbrary— ftrr  -"ome  6,000  books  have  disappeared  |  uwfulness.     He  has  passed  away,  laroenUnl  by 


from  the  shelves  since  the  op^ming  of  Ujc  libra- 
ry   a  larg.    port  of  which  it  is   supposed  have 
boi-n  stolen— yet  tte  report  tlins  affirms:  "The 
hitherto  untried  experiment  of  opening  its  doors 
wide  U-  all  inhabitants  of  the  city,  with  the  few- 
est posaW.    limiuUons  and   safeguanls,  dunng 
fiiUtn  year,  ha«  had  a  Uxurough   trial.     The 
pcrc*  ntagt  o«  kH^«  !»"  *»««"  •*™*"  »■  compared 
with  th*    wbok  amount  rf  books  circulated." 
Thi!  i^  a  snd«fartory  statement,   and  may  W 
used  aJ"  a  "•*'t  or'  against  the  assertion  of  IH-. 
Cogswell,  ol   the  Astor  Librarj,  "That  a  free 
cirtulatenK  liUary  in  New  York  was  an  .mpo»- 
^bility,  anc  that  in  less  thnn  five  yenrt  nny  col- 
iKtion  foT  that  purpose  in  so  large  a  c.ty  woidd 
\»e  N'Allft^d  to  the  winds."     It  is  not  Uie  cla»- 
^  leart  a^oartwnod  to  books  who  commit  dep- 
„aationf  of^  a  Kbrary,  fcr,  w  the  report  ob- 
-ik»  sawJ  fiw-t  in  true  of  torert  of  atuto- 


all  the  friends  of  the  institution.  Anodier  U- 
brarian  may  carry  on  tlie  work  to  whit*  he  gave 
so  much  ol'  his  heart  and  strength,  he  caimot 
hope  to  exc«l  Prof.  Jewett  in  l»readth  of  plan, 
comprehensiveness  of  knowledge  or  intensity  of 
labor. 


I  are  proreriMnlly  not  ri««w 
Ux  notioM." 
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ftrmgely 


■    ■ .       >  <     .    i 


■r^  I.-'  *SV." 


I" 


.._.*  >  * 


V 

% 


THE 


ADVOCATE 


Jan.  28,  1868.] 


**  Veritas  nihil  veretur."         [Vol.  IV.  —  No.  X. 


THE  LIBRARY. 
Until  as  recently  as  1S64.  Harvard  University 
could  boast  a  larger  collection  of  books  than  any 
library  in  the  country-  contained.  It  reckoned, 
without  counting  the  society-  libraries  of  the 
students,  140,000  volumes,  of  which  104,000 
had  their  home  in  Gore  Hall.  The  Astor 
Library,  with  120,000  volumes,  ranked  second; 
the  Boston  Public  Library-,  with  1 10,500,  third  ; 
and  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  with  80,000,  fifth. 
The  Library  of  Congress,  having  lost  30,000 
volumes  by  fire  in  1S51,  stood  fourth. 

The  four  years  that  have  passed  have  shown, 
in   the    case    of    our    Library,    that    useful    and 
desirable  books  cannot  be  had,  except  at  rare 
inter\als,  without   money.     The   experience   of 
the  Boston  Public  Librar>'  has  led  their  Exam- 
ining  Committee    to    doubt    the    truth    of    Mr. 
Edwards's  affirmation  in  his  *'  Memoirs  of  Libra- 
ries," that  "  casual  donation  is  a  totally  untrust- 
worthv    source    for    the    formation    of    public 
libraries  under  any  circumstances."     A   library 
which  has  an  endowment  of  $100,000.  and  the 
treasurv  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  draw  from,  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  dependent  on  casual  dona- 
tions,'we  should  think.     But  the  experience  of 
our  Library-  painfully  illustrates  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Edwards's  proposition  ;  and,  if  the  Boston  Exam- 
ining Committee  have  any  theory  to  the  contrar>-, 
it  is,  as  Professor  Bowen  would  say,  "  abundantly 
confuted  by  the  facts." 

We  intend,  in  this  article,  to  show  the  condi- 
tion of  our  Library-,  by  comparing  it  with  that  of 
the  Astor.  the  Boston  Public,  and  the  Athe- 
naum.  The  Library-  of  Congress  is  now  at  the 
head  of  the  libraries  in  the  United  States,  and 
receives,  as  it  ought,  large  appropriations.  But 
we  don't  compare  our  Library  with  that,  nor 
with  the  British  Museum.     The  three  others  we 


mention,  the  Librar\-  of  Har\'ard  ought  to  sur- 
pass. Are  not  her  alumni  numerous,  wealthy, 
generous,  and  intelligent?  Do  they  not  give  her 
hundreds  of  thousands  annually?  We  are  char- 
itable enough  to  suppose  that  they  have  hitherto 
overlooked  the  wants  of  the  Library,  supposing 
that  it  was  getting  along  well  enough,  and  in  no 
special  need  of  assistance. 

The  original  endowment  of  the  Astor  Library 
was  $400,000.  The  increase  up  to  Jan.  r, 
1S66.  —  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report  we 
could  obtain,  —  was  $265,814.46.  The  real 
estate  owned  by  the  institution  is  valued  in  the 
Report  at  $257,852.84  ;  the  equipment,  including 
furniture,  at  $25,472.14;  the  value  of  library 
books  at  cost,  not  including  boolts  presented, 
$199,292.27.  The  amount  of  in%ested  funds 
was  $184,868.39.  The  amount  received  for 
interest  in  the  year  1865  was  $£1,169.10.  The 
expenditures  for  salaries,  wages,  repairs,  fuel, 
water-tax,  and  insurances,  $8,127.88.  1^ 
amount  expended  for  books  and  binding  was 
$3,375.83.  $2,593.28  less  than  in  1S64.  There 
were  added  to  the  librarv*  during  the  year,  by 
purchase,  587  volumes  and  63  pamphlets,  and,  by 
donations,  196  volumes  and  112  pamphlets. 

The  Boston  Athenaeum  expended  for  books, 
newspapers,  periodicals,  and  binding,  in  1S65, 
$8,315.14. — more  than  twice  the  sum  expended 
bv  the  Astor  Librar>- ;  for  the  same  purposes 
in  1867,  $8,895.63.  The  nonber  of  solumes 
bought  in  1867  was  1,723;  of  pamphlets,  3.122. 
The  number  given  was,  of  books.  395  ;  of  pam- 
phlets, 592.  Volumes  of  serials  bound.  325. 
Total  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library 
during  the  year,  2.447.  The  expenses  of  the 
Athenffum,  exclusive  of  the  sum  expended  for 
books,  were  about  $10,000.  The  income  of  tte 
Librarj'  from  invested  funds,  $21,904.32. 
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The  Boston  Public  Library  expended  for  books, 
periodicals,  and  binding,  in  the  year  1866-7,  $16,- 
879.59,  n^ore  than  twice  the  sum  expended  by  the 
Athenaeum,  and  live  times  that  expended  by  the 
Astor.  The  other  expenses  of  the  Library  were 
$35,779.13.  There  were  added  during  the  year 
9,197  books  and  7,877  pamphlets.  Of  the 
books,  1,465  were  presented,  7,395  bought,  and 
337  obtained  by  exchanges.  Of  the  pamphlets, 
7,769  were  presented,  104  bought,  and  4  ob- 
tained by  exchange.  The  amount  of  the  in- 
vested funds  is  $c)6,CKX),  on  which,  except  on 
$4,000  invested  in  a  mortgage  at  six  per  cent, 
interest  is  received  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent 
per  annum,  payable  in  gold.  The  income  from 
these  funds  last  year  was  equivalent  in  currency 
to  $6,874.21. 

The  College  Library  expended  for  books  and 
binding,  in  the  year  1864-5,  $2,398.56  ;*in  1865-6, 
$1,408.30;  in  1866-7,  $4,285.97  ;  average  amount 
expended  for  each  of  the  three  years,  $2,697.61. 
The  amount  of  invested  funds  and  unexpended 
balances,  Aug.  31,  1866,  was  $40,339.86;  Aug. 
31,  1867,  $39,552.73.  The  income  from  these 
funds  was,  in  1S65-6,  $1,962.53;  in  1866-7, 
$2,812.02.  The  expenses  of  the  Library,  other 
than  those  for  books  and  binding,  were,  in  1865-6, 
$7,886.46;  in  1866-7,  $9'H3-97-  What  may  be 
called  the  Library  tax  on  all  students  except  the 
medical,  was,  in  1865-6,  about  $1 1  per  capita;  in 
1866-7,  $^3  !  that  is,  if  it  were  not  for  the  burden 
of  supporting  the  Library,  our  term-bills  might 
be  diminished  more  than  ten  per  cent.  The 
number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library  in 
1865-6  was  about  2,500;  in  1866-7,  about  3,000. 
And  such  volumes  as  some  of  them  are  ! 

The  Committee  appointed  io  praise  the  Public 
Library,  —  we  do  not  say  that  that  is  all  they 
were  appointed  for,  or  all  that  they  have  done,  — 
in  disposing  of  the  various  great  libraries  of  this 
andother  countries,  and  showing  their  inferiority 
to  the  Boston  institution,  have  the  impudence  to 
remark  that  our  Library  is  made  up,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  of  donations  ;  that,  "  as  a  collection 
for  general  use,  it  is  greatly  inferior  in  the  (jual- 
ity  of  its  books  to  ours,  very  deficient  in  recen| 
and  current  literature ;  and  its  garnering  from 
private  sources  shows  a  much  greater  proportion 


of  mere  literary  lumber."  We  commend  this 
to  the  attention  of  donors  of  sermons  and  other 
worthless  trash. 

President  Hill,  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the 
Overseers,  says,  "  The  Library  is  in  a  deplor- 
able condition.  The  income  is  neither  sufficient 
to  employ  an  adequate  force  in  the  care  of  the 
books,  nor  to  do  any  thing  towards  supplying 
the  great  deficiencies  of  the  Library  in  almost 
every  branch  of  learning."  The  figures  we 
have  given  will  enable  the  reader  to  make  a 
comparison  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
our  Library  with  those  of  other  libraries  which 
we  have  thought  to  be  inferior.  His  own  expe- 
riences, if  he  be  a  reader,  will  have  taught  him 
its  deficiencies,  and  exposed  the  shabbincss  of 
many  of  those  volumes  which  figure  in  the 
catalogue. 

"  Yea,  in  the  catalogue  ye  pass  for  men." 

The  Library  is  like  a  large  fat  man  in  rags  ; 
for,  though  he  wears  more  yards  of  cloth  than 
ordinary  men,  he  has,  so  to  say,  a  larger  field  for 
the  display  of  his  poverty,  and  his  beggarliness^ 
is  more  imposing. 


"SPORT   YOUR   OAK." 

Among  the  good  old  customs  which  h 

is  one   which  was   in   vogue   not  m- 

years  ago,  which  consisted  in  a  mai 

his    oak,"   and    shouting  out   "  bj 

wished  particularly  to  be  left  tc 

a  quiet  room  for  study  or 

told,  that,  while  there  were 

tions,  the  rule  was  very 

a  man's  call  of  "  busy  ']^ 

in    cases    of  particuh 

The  custom  must 

old   days  when   ij 

keen   or  so  m( 

more  of  plain 

Men  weri 
friend  th;i, 
day. 
custoi 

den 
hi 
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THE  (SECOND)  BEST. 


ericans  are  in  the  habit  of  flat- 
^urselyes  a  great  deal  too  much, 
e  circulate  a  vast  number  of 
copies  of  some  very  poor  novd,  we  call 
ourselves  a  "  reading  people."  So  we  are ; 
but  we  have  arrived  only  at  that  stage 
when  we  read  the  second-best  things. 
Take,  for  instance,  our  periodicals. 
I  There  are  tliree  favorite  monthly  maga- 
zines, which  cater  for  three  different  grades 
of  customers,  and  have  all  met  with  a  good 
deal  of  success  in  their  way.  These  are 
I  are  the  Atlantic  Monthly,  Harper's  Maga- 
zine, and  Peterson*)  Magazine.  Of  course, 
we  naturally  assume  that  tlieir  success  is 
due  to  a  rivalry  among  their  editors  to 
make  tltem  as  good  as  possible  I  On  the 
contrary,  when  we  get  behind  the  scenes, 
we  find  that  the  success  of  each  is  due  in 
part  to  its  being  systematically  kept  down. 
Even  the  best  of  them  must  guard  against 
being  too  good. 

Mr.  Peterson  is  reported  to  have  once 
said  to  a  friend :  "  My  masfazine  circular 
135,000  copies.  If  I  varied  its  litcrarf 
standard  in  the  ieu.'^t,  i  siiyiri€^«ie  the 
100,000.  arid  keep^  only'  the  wst."  'The 
editor  of  TTarpefa  Magazine  is  reported  to 
huve  itpuud  to  some  critic  :  "IPfisouHlly, 
I  might  prefer  a  purely  literary  magazine, 
like  the  Atlantic.  But  that  is  not  our  pre- 
cise aim  ;  we  have  a  certain  place  to  fill, 
and  must  fill  it."  And,  finally,  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Atlantic  is  reported  tc 
have  said  to  a  dissatisfied  friend:  "My 
dear  fellow,  if  1  were  to  edit  this  magazine 
to  please  you  and  me,  the  house  of  Ticknor 
&  Fields  would  be  bankrupt  In  a  fort- 
ightl" 

/  All  tell  the  same  tale.  Up  to  a  certain 
point,  in  America,  an  author's  profits  in- 
crease with  ids  merit ;  after  that  point, 
they  diminish.  The  readers  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  are  as  intelligent  a  class  as 
any  in  the  country ;  far  more  intelligent 
than  in  the  average  of  towns,  taking  the 
nation  together.  They  read,  during  the 
last  year,  Mrs.  Caroline  Lee  Hentz  to  the 
numbej  of  8,375,  while  Mrs.  Stowe  found 
980  readers,  and  Hawthorne  far  less ! 

Thia,  of  course,  tends  to  demoralize  an 
young  writers,    so  far  as  literary  excel- 
lence is  concerned.    The  cheap    melodra- 
matic horrors  of  Mr.  Henry  Jamc.-*,  Jr.'s, 
tale  in  the   February    Atlantic  probably 
helped  the  sale  of  the  number ;  as  would 
any  other  of  Beadle's  Divne  Series,  if  it  had 
strayed  in  there  by  mistake,  as  this    did. 
If  the  magaziryj  Tr ere  all    of  the   BmdU 
grade,  It  i«f ould  sell  much  l>etter ;  and  it  ia 
anactofdi8intere»te<ftne83  ki  the  publish- 
ers to  keep  it  up  to    the   present   grade. 
But,  meanwhile,  what  inducement  is  there' 
for  Mr.  James  to  aim  higher? 


Gail  Hamilton  is  another  instance. 
She  had  in  her,  undoubtedly,  the  materi- 
als of  a  writer  who  wouW  have  done 
honor  to  American  literatoie.  She  has 
been  systematically  spoiled  by  her  public ; 
and  the  more  flippant  and  flashy  she  is, 
the  more  her  books  sell. 

We  know  a  yoimg  lady,  of  uncommon 
literary  talent,  who  was  engaged  to  write 
letters   for   several  newspapers  from    a 
fashionable    watering-place.    On  her  re- 
questing general  insiructions,  her  employ- 
ers only  laid  down  one  general  rule — that 
she  should  bo  "  as  wicked  as  she  dared." 
Now,  if  a  young  woman,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, retains  her  delicacy  and  her 
taste,  the  merit  is  due  to  hereelf,  and  not  to 
her  vocation.    And  the  same  thmg  is  true, 
intellectually,  through  all  our  literature. 
The  first  demand  of  the  public  is  that  a 
young  author  should  write  well;  that  is, 
readably.    The  second  demand  is  tliat  he 
■  gjjould  not  write  too  well.    If  he  does,  he 
1  will'soon  £;:d  tiiat  a  higher  grade  of  ex- 
ecution *rni  reduce  ni'  profits,  as  snrcly 
as  if  he  e«i»t€d  a  faslilonabiti  .magazine. 

What  is  nc^l^d  is,  a  gradual  filefSition 
of  popular  taste,  t^t  shall  give  to  the  besl 
things  at  least  a  rriinimum  of  support- 
and,  if  a  writer  has  that,  his^  enjoyment  of 
his  own  work  will  suflicff  for  the  rest. 
God  has  annexed  to  all  high  pursuits  an 
"  exceeding  great  reward"  of  their  own. 
It  would  be  too  much  for  any  man  to 
unite  the  income  of  Sylvanus,  Cobb,  Jr,, 
and  the  inspirations  of  Hawthorne.  It  \a 
a  good  deal  to  possess  eitiier  alone.  One 
who  has  sufficient  character  to  be  a  good 
writer  has  usually  character  enough  to 
comprehend  this  distinction,  and  abide  by 
it.  We  remember  hearing  Mr.  Emerson 
Miy,  good-naturedly,  looking  over  the  old 
Dial  and  pointing  out  Theodore  Park- 
er's dashing  and  rather  ha.sty  essays, 
"  Those  were  the  articles  that  sold  the 
numbers." 

Literary   artists,  like    all   others,  need 

bread  for  their  houssholcLs ;  but  it  ia  less 

the  want  of  an  international  copyright 

:  which  keeps  down  our  American  litera- 

I  tur«  tlum  the  want  of  a  hi£h  standard  of 

popnfmr^Hemand.  Ruskin  aays,  "  There  is 
but  one  iHiy  for*  ncrtion  to  get  good  art— 
to  enjoy  it"  The  cont^'t  of  the  diction- 
aries h«i  familiarized  the  public  with  the 
mbtto  "  Get  the  best  I"  Bot  it  will  never 
get  the  bostwliile  it  is  better  satisfied  with 
the  second-best. 


For  D%v!g»itN.lmiriiMl  of  Mn-ic 

The  Boston  Public  library  Building 


the  new  buildiiijr  has  been  thrown  open  for  the  in- 
spection of  an  interested  pubVn'.  and,  after  remain- 
ing ( losed  for  a  season,  will  be  apain  opened  for 
the  use  and  instruction  and  enjoyment  of  its  many 
thousand  owners.  The  public  will  have  a  spa- 
cious, a  comfortai)le,  a  convenient  and  a  per- 
manent public  library. 

Is  this  (piite  enough?— In  a  buildinj?  erected 
as  this  has  been,  carefully,  thoujihtfuUy,  for  so 
worthy  an  object— the  most  public  of  all  public    , 
buildings— the  culmination  of  our  New  England, 
nineteenth  century    civilization— might    we    not 
reasonably  look  lor  somewhat  more  than  space- 
somewhat   more   ihaii    comfort— somewhat  more 
than  convenience  V     If  w<-  are   to  have   perma- 
nence, might  we  not  also  ask  a  little  hiauhj?  We 
do    not    forget  the   can  lul  disclaitner  jmt,  if  we 
rememl)er  rightly,  into    tlic    first    report    of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  erection  of  the  buildmg— 
in  which  it  was  hojied  that,  whhuut  any  attempt 
at  ostentatious  display,  the  ellect  of  the   edifice 
would   In-  found  in  its  adaptation  to  its  uses,  and 
in  which  convenience,  safety  and  the  like  practi- 
cal  advantages  were    very  justly  named    as   the 
objects  to  be  mainly  sought.     Hut  we  must  think 
that  it  wcjuld    not  have   been  ill   to  have    added 
beauty   to  the  list  of  desirable  (pialities.     This 
building  is  for  culture— surely   beauty  cultivates. 
It  is  for^education— good   Archit(!cture   educates, 
perhaps  more  than  any  other  art;  surely  then  it 
shouhl  in  nowise  be  refused  the  fair  and  graceful 
aspect  which  befits  its  use.     Where  is  Architec- 
ture legitimate  if  not  in  a  Public  Library  ?     We 
can   have  no  palaces   in  republican    Auienca,— 
wc  can    Wm\    II  I      •'     '•'  '•    '"    l*«»testant   New 
EnglandTprivatc  houses  twenty-five  feet  wide 
olR^r  small  opp<.rliinity  for  the  display  of  the  no- 
bler  qualities    of  Architecture— they    are    inad- 
missible in  stores  and  ^a^diouses,  and  if  admit- 
ted, wouhl   be   worthless  Whfn  exhil.ilc<l   above 
those  shining  basement.-^  bf  ^late  glass,-,railway 
stations  are,  laid    under  the  pitiless  and  inevitable 
ban  of  the  great  architectural    autocrat  of  Eng- 
land—there  remain"^   but    a   small    list   of  public 
buihlings  in  wlii-h  the  tmce  noble  and  respcv-ted 
Art  of  Architecture  may  find  grateful  and  appro- 
priate recognition.     Should    we    turn    our    back 
upon  it  when    we  liuild  a   Library?    No  expcuM-. 
irt  grudged  whi<h  goes  to  s«'cure  soliility,  coiivem- 
(^ncc.  security  from   fire  ;   why   should    beauty  be 
ignorctl?   It  is  ch-ar  from  tin-    dls-laimcr  above 
alluded  to,  that  the   Commissioners  did  not   seek 
5t_if  it   exi^t   in  the   new    building,  it    has  <rept 

in  tmawarcs. 

Now   the  task    of  the  eriti.'.    whdher  of  bouks, 
manuer>,  drcs<,  or  Art.  is  at    all   tinu  >  an   uugra- 
eious  one,  and  on<-  whieh  should   be  di  last.-fiil  to 
1   a  generous    mind.      It    is    partieidarly    so    in    an 
)   instance  like  the  pre  .  u\.  when  a  g,  neial  feeling 
iA'  ^atisfacticm    and   gratuhition  i-^  m)  prevalent- 
arising    from  the    successful  operation   and  firm 


reading-r(X)ms— the  library  hall,  h|  wouM   have 
heard  on  all  sides  expressions  of  11^*1'  and   un- 


\ 


Abuihliu.  ha^l n   ..ompleted    .or  the  use  of  ;   establishment    o    an     ins  i.ut.on    -    -'"'  J^ 

the  eitizeusof  Boston,  devoted  to  the  purposes  |  everyway  excellent  as  .In,  o»  -h„  .  . ;  .p  •  k- 
of  a  Free  Public  Library  lor  all  time.  The  ex-  Hut  we  think  it  is  due  ,o  H.e  ,.  .,.1"  -<  »'-"'; 
iL.  appropriate  to  the  dedication  of  an  edi-  ,  that  some  sober  won K  shonl,  be  spoken.,  the 
nee  of  this  na.un.  have  l,eeu  ludd.  and  the  |  building  in  whieh  ju.,  now  they  are  takn.g  so 
conc^ratulations  of  the  .uends  ami  well-wishers  of  j  much  pride  an.l  plcas-ne-that  some  attempt 
«o  admirable  an  enterprise  base  been  exchange.l  should  be  ma.le  to  arrest  the  tide  of  blind  ad- 
on  the  first  dav  of  a  new  year.     The  nud.Mlious      miration   into   which    men    un.lunkiugly    fall    as 


voices  of  orators  and  <  hoiist«'rs  have  di«-d  away — 
the  earnest  and  grae.nd  wonls  then  spoken  an- 
rpcord.'d,  to  be  n-ad  with  an  ever  new  delight  by 


often  as  any  public  edifice  is  thrown  o]mmi.  new, 
bright  and  decorative.  If  one  had  mingled  with 
the  admiring  crowd  of  men,  women  and  children 


■pcorueo,  lo  1"    I.  .•■.".......■   V  r-  .      I  ...  .  J    I     11  . 

^•e  future  benef- •   Hes  of  Hus  ..obh- iustiiution-  '   wlmh  filled  the  .paciou9  rooms  and   »>  •' 


new  building  on  Saturday  evening,  the  st^-ond  of 
January,  and  listened  carefully  to  the  exclama- 
tions whi(  h  burst  forth  from  each  party  or  group 
as   it   «.  nterefl    successively    the     vestillUK — the 

11,  h|  wt 
of  liW 
qualified    approval.     This  in  ©lie  sense    was  <le- 
li<rhtful    to  observe.     Apart    iVom    the  size   and 
height  of  the  roouLs,  the  gay  colors  of  Walls  and 
ceilings,  the  columns    and  arches  and  cornices 
and  panels  and  pendants-  the  marble,  the  gilding, 
the  ironwork— wen'  «piite  sufficient  to  daz/le  the 
eves  of  the  contented  <itizens,  ami  to  prove  that 
the  matter-of-fact  determination  of  lh<'  Commis- 
sioners had  yiidded  in  some  degn>e  to  the  temp- 
tations of  ornament.     Hut  i>nv  candid  observer 
will  at  once  a<lmit  that  all   thi<  popular  admira- 
tion is  entirely  independent  of  the  real  merit  of 
the  building,  ami  is  far  from  implying  any  excel- 
lence   or   beauty    in    the   architecture.     What  a 
library  shouM  be,  it  is  not  our  jmrpose  to  inquire; 
i   but  let  those  of  our  readers  who  can,  call  up  in 
I  their  minds  the  stately,  solemn  apartments  of  the 
Vatican,  the   sinqde    hall  of  the    Laurentian    at 
Fhnence,  the  sculptnrid  arcades  of  that  library 
of  St.  Mark,  whi.  h  stands  by  the  Ducal  Palace 
and  looks  across  the  Venetian  Lagoon— let  them 
open    their   memories   to   the  "  fair  and  solenm 
conq)any  "  of  structures  that  hold  the  great  col- 
lections  of  Vienna,   of  Munich,    of  Dresden,  of 
Berlin,  of  London  ;  and  then  set  beside  them  this 
Utest  oil^pring  of  American  archite<-tnre,  no  less 
inferior  to  these  in  simjdicity  and  effect  than  it  is 
superior  iu  them  in  the  uses  to  which  it  is  devoted. 
Let  us  glance  for  a  moment  at  this  new  edifice 
and  give  it  a  hasty  ami  unprofessional  examina- 
tion.    We  take  it  that  no  one  in  standing  In-fore 
the    Public    Library   in  its  unsurpas.sed  position, 
has  ever  felt  any  real  or  thoughtful  a«liniration  of 
the  exterior  design.     The    material   in  the  first 
place  is  unfavorable  to  a  good  effi-ct.  though  by  no 
means  a  fatal  obstach'.     Hi't  that  heavy  diKU-way, 
those  <dumsily    arched    wiii.lows   of  the    second 
story  with  their  awkwanl  caps,  those  emj.ty  niches 
with  their  ill-favored  brackets,  together  with  the 
broad  opening  on  each  side  of  the  building  dis- 
closing the  long  perspective  of  blank  arched  wall, 
must  sanely  have  failed  to  inspire  the  most  careles.s 
or  the  most  prejudiced  observi-r  with  feelings  of 

approval.     Enter  the  h.w  d -way,  and  what  do 

we  find  ?      A  vestibule,  in  which  a  passage  uften 
feet  lea.l>  IhMv.mu  the  two  halves  of  the  principal 
'  stairway    to  the    <lelivciy-rooni,  whieh    eonneets 
itself  bv   thte,.  bn>ad  dehors   %siili  the  cinMilating 
library' HMMu   bcv.md.      And    Im  :       v       dionld  be 
i  disposed    to    go    .ailhr-t    1  -    our    iq.probation-- 
gjmplv  becau-.-  hen-,  in  th-    •  tsvowiius,  a  mani- 
;   IWt  ,  unvenience  of  arrangenunt  is  combined  with 
!  an    absence    of  ambition.     No   special    ellV<  t  is 
aimed  at.  no  preten -e  mad-.     (  M' m-art-ely  another 
portion  of  the  bniMingab-ne-iound  can  the  .,ame 
!„■  viid.     Fn.m  the  deTn.  -om  open  the  two 

r.-adiu-rooms   whieh  are    lutty    and    large,  but 
whose  spa.iousness  of  e.lV.  t  i.  .-sentlalK  destroyed 
by   the   double   rows  of  inm    .  olumns,   tall   and 
attenuated.  — rating  on  o, m-onal  iron  pe.Ie.ials 
and    supporting    inv.  iled    eo.e-,    of    elaborately 
frem-ocd   pla^t.-r.      K<-turii  to  the  vestibule.     The; 
stain  ase,  as  we    haNc    sa'ul,  -  oinmemes    in    two 
portions.     At  mid   height  these  two  unite  behind 
a   blank  screi-n  wall,  whence   one    broad  ^^^ 
i  <.ond.iets  to  the  middle  of  the  upper  hall 
•he  walks  o.  the  staircase  bctow  the  level 
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middle  landing  are  finished  in  plain  stucco,  spaced 
off  in  the  wrctilu-tl  imitation  of  stone-work  so 
conuiion  in  riMiovated  churches  of  this  region. 
Above  this  is  a  panelling  of  plaster  arches  on 
seagliola  pilasters,  — the  ceiling  above  these  being 
panelled   in  cast-iron.     We  ascend  the  stair-way 

so  provokingly  deprived  of  the  grand  eflect 

to  which  this  feature  is  of  right  entitled  in  every 
public   buihling,  by  the  division  of  its  lower  half 
and  the  concealment  of  its  upper, — an<l  we  reach 
the  main  hall  of  the  library.     This  it  is  natural  to 
8uppo.-!e    w;is    intended    to   make  the   climax  of 
excellence  and  effect  — and  accordingly  we  find 
that.  notwith?taniling  the  distinct  abnegation  of  all 
architectural  preten.sion  at  the  outset,  there  is  a 
manifest  assiuni)tion  of  dignity  in  this  hall,  and 
an   etpially  manifest  attempt  at  splendor.     The 
architeiture  is  somewhat  gigantic,  aiul  consists  of 
an  arcaile  running  round  the  four  sides  of  the  hall 
in    front   of   the    alcoves, — composed   of  three- 
quarter  engaged  Corinthian  columns  in  phuster, 
resting  on   very  large  pedestals  of  bluish  marble 
of  rather  iuferior  quality  (constructed  of  joijitcd 
slabs)  and  supporting  arches,  which  in  their  turn 
bear  a  Corinthian  ental)lature.    From  this  entab- 
lature springs  a  gracefully  coved  ceiling, — through 
the  coving  of  which  are  pierced  the  windows  which 
principally  give  light  to  the  hall.     Two  ranges  of 
galleries  cut  each  arch  into  three  distinct  jiortions 
and  elTcctually  destroy    whatever  simplicity   of 
outline   the   arcade   might   otherwise   have   pos- 

8es.sed. 

We  have  said  enough  of  the  architecture  of  this 

building;.  We  wish  now  briefly  to  look  at  it  in 
two  other  lights.  First  in  respect  to  its  arrange- 
ment, se<-ondly  iu  regard  to  its  materials  and 
workmanship. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  delivery-room  and  the 
lower,  or  Circulating  library  room  an<l  the  con- 
nection between  them  as  simple  and  convenient; 
and  we  still  regard  this  portion  of  the  building  as 
the  lea.st  open  to  severity  of  criticism.     The  two 
readin<»- rooms  are,  as  we  have  said,  spacious,  well 
lighted  and  comtbrtable,  as  well  as  properly  con- 
nx'ted   with  the  (b'li  very-room.     The  upper  hall 
is  simply  a  copy  of  the  Astor  Library  in  e\ery 
essential    rtspcctof  arrang«'mcnt,  except  in  the 
manner  of  lighting,  whii  h  is  here  very  perfect  and 
excelh»nt,and  a  great  advance  upon  its  New  York 
model.     Tlic  one  peculiarity  in  the  constructive 
arrangement  of  the  building  ;q)pears  to  exist  in 
the  ziixza"  side  walls.     This  was  the  original  point 
in  the  design,  ami  nuist  have  contributed  largely 
to  its  ado])tion.      W'v  do  not  profess  to  \m<lcrstand 
its  Jitility  1)1  ilic  manner  in  which  it  enhances  the 
couveiiiewe  or  elegance  of  the  building,  but  we 
suppose  that  the  nnniinal  ,iim  of  this  arrangement 
was  two-fold  —  to  tnrnish   .idditional  light  to  the 
readinji   rooms,  and   to  give  a  novel  form  to  the 
aleoves  of  the  upper  hall.      The  way  in  which  the 
first  aim  is  ac(  (iiiiplished  is  calculated  to  inspire 
wonder.     A  snudl  triangidar  horizontal  light  of 
thick  ground  glass  is  introduced  directly  over  each 
of  the  large  side  Avindows,  and   wc  presume  that 
under  no  circumstances  would  the  a<lditional  li^ht 
obtained    from    these    openings  be   in    the    least 
degree  .ippreeiable.     hi  any  jiosition  the  illumin- 
ation   from    such    light.-*    wcftdd    be    exceedingly 
limited;  but  at  the  bottom  of  a  triangular  well,  as 
it  were,  and  iuunediate)^ab«)ve  so  lofty  and  broad 
windows  as  these  of  the  side  walls,  their  contn- 
bution  is  as  a  drop  in  a  river.     In  the  main  hall, 
the  zigzag  arrangement  has  certainlv  «■     >n  a 

— : i* 


novel  form  to  the  alcoves  — whi(h  may  be  a  good 
or  a  bad  form;  but  the  change-  seems  to  us  to 
consist  in  the  sacrifice  of  a  considerable  amount 
of  valuable  shelving  room.  We  have  »e\  er  heard 
s(piare  alcoves  ol)je<'ted    to    as   at   all    inconve- 


nient,  and   we  mu.st  think,   at  l^t  until  simie 
obje<t  is  suggested  for  the  indodiK^n  of  this  new 
form  more  reasonable  than  the  avoirlanee  of  dark 
corners  in  a  hall  so  thorouf,d)ly  lighted  as  this  — 
that  it  originated  in  that  restless  desire  lor  novelty, 
that  dissatisfaction  with  all  old  Ibi-ins,  which  is  so 
noted  a  trait  in  the  American  character.     To  us 
the  form  of  the  alcoves  set^ns  awkward  without 
and  uncomfortable  within  — it  has  ci-rtainly  occa- 
sioned a  Tcry  material  extrji  expenditure,  and  we 
can  think  of  only  one  argument  for  it  —  //  /.x  tirii: 
With  a  brief  glance  at  the  matt'rials  and  work- 
manship of  the  new  Library  buihhng  we  will  take 
our  leave  of  it.     And  here  U't  us  specially  remark 
that  the  mason's  and  joiner's  work  seems  to  W. 
admirable  throughout,  though  the  designs  which 
they  tbllowi'd  are  open  to  <-riticism  like  all  the 
rest.     The  same  may  be  said  of  most  of  the  minor 
branches  of  me<hanical  art.     But  the  taste  whic  h 
dictated  the  use  of  plastt-r  in  sm  h  prolusion,  and 
especially  that  which  permitted  so  large  a  projior- 
tion  of  the  ornamentation  to  be  made  in  <ast-iron, 
deserves  the   most    ciujjhatie  reprobation.     And 
setting  aside  all  taste,  — thcJ  leniency,  or  <-areles9- 
ness,  or  ignorance  (we  know  not  which  to  call  it,) 
of    the    Superintendent,     who    atVer    the    latter 
material  was  once  determin'-'d  upon,  admitted  such 
shameful  specimens  of  it  into  an  c<lifici^  of  this 
character,  deserves  to  be  known  by  all  ami  the 
results  to  be  thoroughly  examined  by  all  belbre 
«ieh   gcnej-ul   admiration    '%»  all<iwe<l    to  prevail.* 
Where  else  but  in  the  Boston  Library  shall  we 
find  the  main  staircase  in  an   «'xpensive   public 
edifice,  surrounded   by   an   iron  fen<e,  whi.  h    in 
desi<'n  and  execution  would  disgrace  the  clu-aj)est 
house-front  in  the  obsiure?t  street  V     Where  else 
but   in   our  own  boasted  new  Library  Building 
shall    we    find    the    ornanuntal    (olunms    which 
sui)port  the  ceiling  of  a  spafiousand  costly  reading 
room,  disfigured    with    bl(>tt  lies    an«l    protru<ling 
screws,  and  defects  in  tin'  casting  so  abominable 
that  no  liuildcr    who  regarded    his   professional 
reputation,  would  adn.il  tlcni  into  his  conunonest 
shop-iront?     Let  the  reader  who  doubts,  go  and 
examine  for  himself— let  him  particularly  notice 
the  -'uillochc  band  niouhling  whic  h  runs  around 
all  three  tlivisious  of  the  n»ain  staircase,  and  then 
let  him  ask  tin-  public  if  they  are  <  ontent  that  a 
buihling  which  has  cost  thcni  a  f|uartcrof  a  million 
dollars,*  and  \\\i'uh  shciuld   be  their  prid.-,  sliouhl 
prc.-;ciit  biauties  such  as  these.     Tlie  use  of  <•as^ 
iron    as   an   ornament.d   material  is  liad  enough 
anywhere  ;  but  to  use  it  in  a  building  like  this,  ami 
above  all  to  use  sucli  cast-i»on  as  wc  have  pointed 
out,  is  to  in.Mdt  the   judg>"cnt  and  the  (a*te  of  a 
community  whii  li  h.is  hithcito,  (with  what  justness 
we  will  not  ]»retend  to  dcti-nuinr')   prided  it.self 
on  the  possession  of  a  large  share  <if  those  ipialities. 
Had  the  Commissionei-s  adhend  to  their  original 
purpose  to  make  a  buihling  which  shuidd  be  solid 

•  Were  the  items  of  exp«n»e,  at  once  unnecessary 
to  practical  use  ajid  injitdici'ius  to  architectural  effect, 
to  be  estimated,  it  could  ca-sily  be  demonstraed  that 
^l.W.CKM)  could  have  bevn  B#ve4  for  books  which  are 
the  true  interior  ornament*;  «id  wilhlhis  .s.nving  we 
could  have  had  a  building  W»tW  all  the  uses  and  con- 
veniences of  the  one  we  arf  considering,  with  a  iira- 
plicity  and  dignity  of  architectural  effect  to  which  it  • 
can  m.ikc  no  pretension 


and  comtbrtable  and  convenient  and  respectable, 
without  aiiy  attempt  at  <h'coration.  wc  might  have 
regretted,  but  we  could  not  have  censured  their 
course.  But  here  is  a  building  fillcil  from  top  to 
bottom  with  andjitious  ornament.  e\ cry  wall  ami 
ceiling  painted  elaborately  infres*'^  -very  0])por- 
tunilv  seized  for  the  introiluction  of  ornament, 
and  througluKit  this  whole  interior,  the  most  leg- 
itimate materials  w<;  can  find  are  plaster  ami  east- 
iron.  Listen  A  moment  to  the  o|tinion  of  one, 
who.  whatever  may  be  his  occasional  extravagan- 
ces, is  at  least  entith;d  to  respect  (or  his  keenness 
to  perceive  and  his  power  to  express  the  fUstine- 
tion  between  beauty  and  ugliness — between 
proprietv  of  ornament  and  tastidess  display  : 

»' But  I  believe  no  cause  to  have  been 

uiore  active  in  the  degradation  of  our  luitional 
fet'Ilng  for  beauty  than  the  constant  use  <»f  cast- 
iron  ornaments.     Tlu^  comnum  iron-work  of  the 
middle   ages  was  as   sim|)le  as   it   was   effective, 
couiposed  of  leafage  cut  flat  out  of  sheet-iron,  and 
twisted    at    tin-  workman's    will.     No  ornaments 
on  the  contrary  are  so  cold,  clumsy  and   vulgar, 
80  essentially  incapable  of  a  fine  line  or  shadow, 
as   those  of  cast-iron  ;   and  while  on  the  score  of 
truth  we  can  hanlly  allege  anything  against  them, 
since  they  are  always  distinguishable  at  a  glance 
from  wrought  aiul   haunnered    work,  antl   stand 
only  fi)r  what  they   arc',  yet  I  feel  very  strongly 
that  there  is  no  hope  of  the  progress  of  the  arts  of 
nation  which  indulges  in  the.sc  vulgar  and  cheap 
tcubstitutes  for  real  decoration.     Their  ineincien- 
cv  and  paltriness  1  shall  cndcaxor  to  show  more 
fully  in  ancjthcr  place,  cntc)rcing  only  at  present 
the  general   conclusion,  that  if  even    honest   or 
allowable,  they  are  things  in  which  we  can  never 
take  just  pndc  or  pleasure,  and  must   never  bo 
employed  in  any  place  whc-rein  they  might  either 
themselves  obtain  the  credit  of  being  othc-r  and 
better  than    they  are,  or  be  assmiated  with  the 
thoroughly  downright  work  to  which  it  would  be 
a  discrace  to  be  found  in  their  c oiupany."     [Rus- 
kin's  Seven  Lamps,  p.  51.] 

No,  those  large  pla.ster  colunms,  those  heavy 
arches,  those  candessly  jointed  pedestals,  those 
wretched  shapes  of  cast-iron  which  meet  us  at 
every  turn— are  not  Architecture,  and  ought  not 
to  be  admired  as  sue  h.  We  will  ncjt  speak  of  the 
distortions  of  form  noticeable  throughout  the 
building— of  the  protrusion  of  a  stairway  into  the 
delivery-room,  of  the  dwarfing  of  arches  in  the 
landiui'  of  the  main  staircase— distortions  so  eon- 
spicuous  as  to  be  patent  to  the  most  unob.servant 
eye.  The  building  is  built  ami  will  not  be  altered 
at  lea.st  for  the  present;  but  it  n>ay  nevertheless 
be  well  to  give  it  a  thoughtful  sc-rutiny  and  per- 
haps gain  a  little  wisdom  to  govern  ourselves 
withal,  when  the  next  opjKjrtunity  occurs  for 
eieclin"  a  buihliu'r  that  shall  be  a  pleasure  as 
wi'U  as  a  prcjfit. 

We  have  said  nothing  thus  far  of  the  fresco- 
painting  so  freely  employed  in  all  thcr  apartments. 
It  is  generally  good— particularly  so  in  the  ceil- 
ing of  the  main  hall,  but  it  may  be;  cpicstionc-d 
whether  the  bright  an<l  festive  ctrect  of  this  style 
of  decoration  be  prec:isely  that  which  is  most  ap 
propriate  in  a  Library  building.  Certainly  it  has 
never  been  considered  so.  hi  the  Readmg 
Rooms  an  argimicnt  is  found  against  it,  that  it  is 
likely  to  bcxome  very  speedily  defaied  by  the 
constant  and  indiscriminate  use  of  the  rooms;  not 
to  mention  the  various  other  probabilities  of 
dampness,  dust,  smoke  from  gas-burners,  &c.  Sec.  ^ 


1 


Indeed  ™l.en  the  buildi..p  wa.  thro-n  open  on 
slrJav  evening,  tKe  efle...  of  an  unperfectly 
drtd  pia..erin8  or  ^mo    other  distnrb.ng  c.u^      « 
were  plainly  visible  on  the  fre»o..a  .urfaee.  of 

the  Eastern  lUa.linj?  Koom. 

We  have  made  this  brief  and  ha,.>exan„na- 

tlon  in   no  spirit  uf  eaptiou,  Inult-nndms,   but 
f^„a.ineerUishtosay*nK..iu„g,     o«-r 

informal,  which  shonld    make  onr  p.-opl.    tlnnk 
;L  .r..hiteet.re  worthy  of  a  eareful  an.l  t  ough^- 
ful  eonsideralion  ;  whi.h   .bould  u.du.e  them  to 
„gard  it  with  the  interest  whieh  ^"^""^'^Jl 
Tr?  and  whieh  in  other  days  it  never  faded  to 
"pire.    Itisapartoftheprovineeofthtsjonr- 
nal   o  reeord  the  aehievements  and  examu.e  the 
fa  in-of  all   earnest   etforts  whieh   are   made 
Z,.<.  .IS  towar.1.  realizing  the  standard  of  go<Hl 
Tartn  Alt-,  and  if  by  means  of  sneh  reeord  or 

.„eh  examination  we  ean  aet  in  any  way  to  re,, 
ore  Andiitectort.,  whether  pnbbe.  or  pn^ateo 

the  estimation  in  whieh  it  was  on.e  held,  we  sha 
feel  'hat  onr  elVnrts  have  been  by  no  mean,  idle 

or  unprofitable. 

«    ■    • 

Kor  DwlRht'*  Journal  of  MuMc. 

A  few  words  to  yonng  Amateurs  of  Mnsic. 

By   DA.ISV. 

The  true  Amatenr  of  nmsie  is  never  nnmindfnl 

„f,hefae.,that  his  f.^t  step.  »«  *•=  7"  »;,7„ 
11       «      Tlw.rpfnre  hc  19  content  lo 
of  future  excellence.      1  m  reiorc  uc  « 
be  Lt  the  beginning,  an.l   having  notln^^^^^^^ 

than  absolute  perfection  as  lus  goal,  »  .Iwajs  a 
,  '^^Thfold  proverb:    "  Step  by  step  one  goes  a 

^   ride  by  side  with  the  e.jually  true  saying :  "What- 
ever is  worth  doing  at  all,  is  worth  doing  well." 

It  should  then  be  your  care,  at  all  tunes  and 
places,  when  you  are  re.iuested  to  play,  to  lay 
aside  all  false  nio<lesty,  and  do  your  be.t.  Never 
play  carelessly,  because  only  your  friends  are 
within  hearing,  or  you  are  alone. 

Try  also  to  play  every  note  as  neatly  as  possi- 
ble—<lon't   slur  over  the  keys  in  such  haste  that 
you  are  obliged  to  leave  out  half  the  notes,  m 
aiming  for  what  is  so  ot\en   miscalled  a  hnllmnt 
execudou.     We  are  aware  that  to  many,  this  last 
sentence  will  seem  somewhat  hcreti<-al  ;   yet  we 
1   venture  to  sav  a  "  brilliant  exerutionist"  may  be 
a  very  poor  musician,  if  we  take  this  last  term  as 
indicating  one  who  makes  mux!r.     A  truly  great 
artist  scorns  the  idea  of  simply  "  showing  off,"  or 
»  plavin^  for  efTect,"   as  it  is  sometimes  called—  . 
evervthiiig  in  fact,  whi.h   detracts  in  any  degree  1 
from  the  beauty  of  the  music,  in  onler  to  display 
a  real  or  fancied  jmwcr  of  execution  in  himself. 

There   are   some  people  wlm.  the  instant  they 
are  suir.eientiv  advanced  in  their  studies  to  take 
reguUr  tunes^  make  it  a   rule  to  scb-.t  .litlicult 
pieces,  quite   l.ey.)nd  their  i)ow.r  to  rentier  eor- 
rectlv,  and  thrum  away,  to  the  infinite  discoin- 
fort  of  all  lovers  of  Art.     Tu  su.  li  as  these  It  is 
the    greatest   conipliniciit   t..   n..ti.  e  tlie  .liflkult 
passa'ges  in  tlu-   pieces-the  greatest  i^^ult  to  le- 
(Hiest'^thcm  to  pcrfomi   a  simple   <omposition  of 
any  kiiul.     Tlu  y  will   allow  their  vanity  to  run 
away  with  what'  little  judgment  they  pos,sess,  in 
an  inordinate  desire  to  attra.t  attention. 

Above  all.  we  would  nmind  }<>n  that  one 
month  of  steadv  appli.-ation  is  worth  six  of  irreg- 
ular. inatt.-nti>e  practi.e.  It^  therefore,  you  dp 
not  feel   ineline.l  to  give   such  attention  to  youi 
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(OorrespoBdeaM  of  tk*  Bytnlag  Poit.] 

BofTOxr,  Jtuu  la,  186C 
Wft  li«T«  tlirea  kigecircalAtlBg  libnuiM  In  B<m- 
tOB— ilM  Mera*ntlle,  the  Citj  ox  Fablic  Ubiwy, 
i^j^i^  tike  Ath«B»iim.  Tbe  MercantU«  Library  re- 
senblM  701^  01  the  ume  iuim  1b  N«w  Tork; 
the  AUiemBBtt  U  tbe  prupert  j  of  Its  atockholdert, 
aai  it  tbe  l«Torite  rwort  of  itiident*  aad  schol- 
•It ;  while  you  haye  n^thlnjc  to  compure  with  our 
City  or  Public  Llbrilry,  which  combiB«e  the  ad. 
T«ntBges  ot  the  Aator  ud  the  MercksUle. 

J\  t>wet  lu  exletiBiicB  to  the  Utenuy  tMtM  of 
STerett  end  Ttckaor,  and  to  th«  Ub«r»Uty  of 
JoehuB  Bates.  Many  others,  equaUy  pubUc- 
spirited,  united  with  them,  but  trom  their  prom- 
inence and  zeal,  and  large  donatloas  of  time  and 
money,  these  gentlemen  will  always  be  regarded 
u  the  founders  of  the  institution. 

The  first  proposal  for  a  great  public  library  was 
made  by  Alevindre  Yattemare,  of  Paris,  in  May, 
1841,  whose  project  for  combining  the  scattered 
Ubiaries  of  Boston  and^biUldlng  a  grand  edifice 
lor  the  united  literary  and  scientific  socieUes  wm 
weU  receiTed,  but,  owing  to  the  depressed  condi 
tioB  of  industry  at  the  time,  was  not  ^ctically 
adopted.    After  rarious  attempts  to  induce  the 
Athennum  to  resolte  itself  into  a  pubUc  city  li- 
brary, the  first  real  movement  lo  form  such  an  in- 
stitution WM  made  in  1849.  K? erett  and  Wlnthrop 
nad  others  gave  books  for  a  loundatlon ;  in  1850 
the  mayor  ot  the  city  gave  U*00O ;  then  the  mu- 
nicipal government  began  to  move  in  earnest ; 
Messrs.  Tlcknor  and  Everett  prepared  for  print  a 
fsport  in  advocacy  of  the  project— which,  read  by 
Joshua  Bates  In  London,  resulted  m  one  of  the 
most  munificent  oflfers  ever  made  by  a  private 
citizen  to  a  local  body.  ^ 

On  condition  that  the  municipal  sovemment 
should  erect  "  a  buUdlng  which  should  be  an 
ornament  to  the  city,"  and  which  should  be  com 
modlouB  and  Iree  to  all,  Mr.  Bates  ofiered  to 
purchase  and  present  to  it  $60,000  worth  of 
books;  whidi  he  did.  Nor  did  his  liberality 
end  here.  In  l86S  he  gave  an  addiUonal  $50,000, 
the  income  ot  which,  and  that  only,  la.  each 
year,  was  to  be  expended  m  the  purchase  of 
books  ot  permanent  valn«  and  authority.  Jona- 
thaa  Phillips  left  a  legacy  df  110,000,  Abbot  Law- 
rence the  same  amount,  and  certain  other  bene- 
factors in  aU  $8,100  more. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  library  building 
was  laid  with  great  ceremony  on  the  17th  of  Sep. 
tcml>er,  1865— the  two  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
annivenary  ot  the  birthday  of  Boston.     Robert 
C.  Wlnthrop  was  the  orstor  of  the  dsy.     On  the 
Ut  of  January,  1K8,  the  building  was  formaUy 
dedicated.    Mr.  Wlnthrop  again  took  the  oppor- 
tunity "to  give  expression   to    acme   of  those 
lofty  yid  sweUlng  sentlmenU"  appropriate  to 
such  ghat  occasions.    There  was  a  great  time. 
Did  not  the  school  children  sing,  and  Baron  Stow 
pray,  and  Major  Bice  make  an  address,  and  Mr. 
EvetSftt  respond,  and  the  brother  of  M%rgaret 
Fullw,  afterwards  celebrated  as  "  the  chaplsln," 
pionounce  the  benediction  f    A  finely  bonad  and 
cream-laid  city  document  attests  these  facts. 

TBB  BUILDIirtt 

is  truly  one  of  the  omamenU  of  the  city.  It  took 
two  ^s  and  a  half  to  erect  it.    It  cost  $947, 
051  07  to  balld ;  w\^le  ad^Unff  the  amount  paid 
for  land  and  preparation,  it  cost  in  all  $868,633  88. 
It  would  be  tedious  to  give  a  mlnate  descrip'lon 
of  it,  tor  the  general  reader  would  not  appreciate 
it,  while  anything  but  a  lull  aceount  would  be 
worthless  to  t!ie  student  or  the  architect.     Very 
briefly,  it  Is  a  rectancular  building,  eighty-two 
feet  wide  and  one  hundred  and  si^een  leet  loiu(, 
excltislve  of  the  towers  at  the  rear  corneri,  which 
are  fourteen  feet  six  inches  in  ^ngth  Mid  eighteen 
eet  m  width.     The  tfchltectul4  is  ot  the  Roman- 
Italian  style.    The  foundation  is  composed  of 


granite  blocks,  set  and  bedded  in  bydrsullc  ce- 
ment :  upon  these  is  laid  a  baoe  course  of  ham- 
mered graoite.  The  exterior  wallB,  excepting  the 
front,  aie  plalo— built  ot  the  beet  faced  briefs, 
vrith  Connecticut  sandstone  dressini^B.  The  front 
of  the  basement  is  constructed  of  the  beet  qu^ty 
of  Rockport  fctanlte,  finely  hammered.  Two 
stories  are  seen  trom  the  front.  The  windows 
and  doors  are  circular  headed,  ornate  in  style, 
with  archlvolts  supported  on  carved  scroll  brack 
ets,  crowned  with  triple  keystones  and  heavy 
canopies,  hoods,  carved  panels  and  the  like. 

The  whole  building  is  thoroughly  ventilated 
and  entirely  fiie-proof.  Almost  every  room  in  it 
Is  lotty,  while  the  upper  hall  is  very  showy  as 
well  as  very  high. 

The  pubUc  rooms  sre— down  stairs,  the  general 
reading-room,  the  ladies'  reading  room,  and  the 
delivery  room.'  the  general  circulating  library 
is  kept  In^ttie  lower  halL  The  ladies'  reading 
room  IS  used  for  the  statuary  belonging  to  the 
institution,  which  created  too  much  whispering 
and  talk  when  placed  m  the  upper  hail,  rbe 
general  reading  room  is  finely  fitted  up — as  Indeed 
the  whole  building  Is  in  every  respect— and  I*  can 
accommodate  two  hundred  sitters.  U  is  twt  ity- 
eight  feet  wide,  seventy  eight  feet  long,  and 
twenty  one  <eet  six  inches  in  height. 

The  upper  ball  or  "  uatM  Ball  '*  ha*  a  clear 
space  thirty  eight  leet  wide,  ninety-two  feet  long 
and  fifty  eight  teet  high.  U  is  finished  m  the  Ro- 
man Conntbian  ornate  style.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  three  tiers  of  alcoves,  thirty  of  ^ 
which  r.re  ranged  on  each  side.  Each  islcove  is  ^ 
nine  feet  wide,  fourteen  feet  deep,  and  twelve 
feet  high  lu  the  clear.  On  both  ends  ot  ths  hall 
art  two  corridors  to  correspond  In  height  with 
the  alcoves. 

All  the  shelves  fas  the  building  are  covered  with 
a  fire-proot  solution  of  glsas. 

MABAQBltBHT. 

The  msnsgement  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a 
board  ot  trustees,  a  supermtendent  and  about 
twenty  assistants  (nearly  all  ot  them  young  la- 
dies), whose  work  is  annually  inspected  by  an 
tTr>n.iiiiiig  committee  on  behalf  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. The  city  pays  Uie  current  expense  and 
•alaries,  cost  of  lights,  fuel  and  the  like.  The 
additions  to  Uie  Mook  are  made  from  the  income 
of  the  vested  funds  sad  from  gifU  of  friends  ot 
public  education. 

m  B30K8. 

IB  1853-3  there  were  9,688  volumes  la  the  U 
brary,  and  Vt>l  pamphl^e^  In  1864-5  there  were 
128,016  volumes,  uid  83,508  pamphlets.  In  round 
numbers  (omitting  pamphlets),  tbejlbrary  has 
Increased  a(  thla  annual  rate :  9,000,  llpoo,  3<).000, 
28,000,  84,000,  70,000,  78,000,  85,000,  97,000,  105,- 
000, 110,000, 116,U00,  188,006: 

The  largest  contributor  to  the  stock  of  the  11- 
brary>  next  to  Mr.  Bates,  was  Theodore  Parker, 
who  left  11,000  volumes  and  over  8,0(X)  pam- 
phlets. 

nUK>I>OBa  PABKBB'a  LOBlilT. 

Mr.  Jewltt,  the  superintendent,  says  of  this 
ooUectiOB,  it  is  difficult  fhlriy  to  characterise  it 
In  a  few  sentences,  or  to  represent  it  by  sped 
mens.    **It  exhibits  a  wide  field  of  scholarship, 
and  shows  s  wondsriul  and  minute  familiarity 
with  various  departments.    Those  of  theolosry 
aad  metsphysics,  ethics,  history  and  modem  liter- 
ature might  be  expected  to  be  fuU,  bat  those  ol 
the  Greek  and  Latin  elasstcs  and  ot  ths  «vli  law 
are  equally  so ;  while  many  other  deparihints  of 
knowle^  ate  well  represented,  and  m  every  di 
rection  are  to  be  found  monuments  of  curious 
and  recondite  learning.    Of  <»>ttrse,  msny  of  the 
common  books  which  every  person  ot  wids  col. 
ture  must  have  around  him  are  to  be  found  la 
thla  collection,  and  also  the  literary  waifs  wbtoh 
come  to  •fwj  puDlic  man  ;  but  It  U  oertataJj  «- 
msrksbls  how  «mall  a  number  of  daplUsates  this 
laige  accession  brought  to  the  Ubrary.    In  works 
ot  reference,  such  as  lexicons,  vocabularies  and 
giammais,  biographical  dictionaries,  g»wttsers 
•Bd  atlases,  Mr.  Parker's  collection  is  very  rich. 
There  are  more  than  fifty  lexicons  of  various  Isa- 
yn,-,^    •    •    •    It   contained   such   works  as 
Mlime's  •  Pstrologia,'  the  'BlbUotheca  Maiima 
Vetnun  Patrum,'  'Eisch  A  Gmb«'e  Encydo- 
pedis,'  and  not  a  lew  other  similar  works." 


upper  11.U.    ™i^^^,  „e  ^fiO>>itnt 

Uut  to  the  puWlc.    Tiu»  g»^»» 

o*  ^-  1,  1 0R  000  boolw  were  lent  lor 

In  1866,  nearly  1».000  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^ 

borne  tue;  or  «  •^Ti^^en  out  In  oned»y  in 

J'^rSilfnnmtr  over  10,000  were  l»tln  fla^. 
Sin? mo^e than  18.000 u.ed there;  Wiethe 

^',^01  reference—  «»<^y<^^o^f  •'^^  ^'" 

The  numher  ot  penon*  """  '  ^ .  _,t>,  .*.  m.in 
1  ♦  ...T  ior  eome  <-t  tci  connected  with  tw  m*|» 
l„t  jeer  »or  iom    ^  ^  ^ ^  ^^ ^^^^^ .  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

'   "'.     .  ..,tckoi.irB»pre»t  number  01 

,     .  ,nj«keleiilan)ort»ntln- 

■  ,,,-»eTem»detoUforthepar 

^;.  itt  halls  or  of  Uklnj?  or  con- 

:ju:nVti*  iJoCto  he  lonnd  on  it.  .h-^es. 

^^wir-rr^^^ 

8  A.   M    to  10  F.  «•  0»  '"^  ^^^  "*  ' 

ppper helll. elojjd  at du.J^^^^^         .Ixty  thr«. 

>^'^  SSrJ^JJ!  wuTlble  them  to  Uke 
rpefeoflft 

out  hook*.  ^^  ^g,  UBBABT  ? 

^^^  ^ ,         ,1^  are  entitled  to  uM  the 

OtlMiu  of  Boetoa  01^         Taxpayers  who  iWe 

book,  in  the  Public  Llbtan.  ^    ^ttoongfe 

tb»y«aydob«lne»toB^^^^^^  ^^p^ 

lo.  the  •^P^'t^Lf.  ^^Snl^ore  for  An»«l 
W«:do  Emereon,  %ho  J^ J^,  dtUen.  oi  Bo.. 

ion  ^oge^^sc.^^'i^Si  hT^  Of  two  narro^ 
u.ttlctir.„ ^..  >«P^,^l!i.«drtoiieP««o4 

•uc.nt.lt  ^  V<>;i^*i1bo'^m..to  reeortto 
low..  Hen  o^^^^*^;.  ^^ke  the  Ath«n.um 
ti'ckery  1^  their  ^"  ^        -^    .een  to  th« 

PvhUaibrjrjr    M«  of  «o      hook,  forth-*. 

pcfW.  <W  ***?  «!L. «d  tnutee.  «l  the  In- 
?b«  totelll««t  ^«r,^"^ion,-idb.T.trtedto 

«t^««tlM  rerret  t^'T^'^^L'rfTtoC  «*•  ••?«- 
8»t  thi.  I.  compart«l^«^y  a  hwmor  nm 
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dtBti  wfco  •»•  to  «*i»iH  need  »etw  toA  ft*  hook. 
teBoMmorto^yeity.  Theeo«rtomtmte- 
and  •«p«toteB««rt.  of  aU  ptmt  UhtMle.  are  «en- 
enlly  wtUtoc  to  «ftke  o?  .tretch  .  potot^r  the^ 
B.tin]>po.lns  th.t.  I«^"f  "^'#«V!*'iif. 
MUhltoked  In  New  York,  there  "WelpUi"  i* 
ion.  of  tltal  importMce  to  be  le.me«,|rom  the 
htotory  of  thi.  our  Boeton  institution.  ^^ 

Ftnt  ot  all, »  d«0M  community  ne^  a  »«* 

u£S,  -Id  ^  Uberelly  <^^^j!^J\^^,  'Z 
notaflbidtobewtihortoM.    T^'^*^^*^ 

folly  nd  crime  which  .nek  a  e»^"»*^'SS 
«!2lctte.  I.  todottlable.   Bmn  hundred  hook. 

n  dey ;  forty  thouMud  raad*r.  I 

sJUndiy-it  I.  b«tt«  « «:j^;;Ji*  2  "^r^ 

people.  Ubrurle.  uid  •o»^o»^  JJ**^*  if  ^ 
Sate  metitutlon.  and  under  dlllteemt  nU-,  ««• 
t«  seek  to  combine  them.    ^o'.  ^''^'^  ^J.^J^ 
ttrlctton.  neeeMwlly  ore.ted  by  having  all^taj. 
^common,  the  .•dency  ot  boU.  o^^- 
u  dtaaimched.   For  OBami*!*:    I  once  »«^  » 
t^bSnay  th.t  the  Fuohc  LIbrwy  and  tl« 
X^«um'rewented  ^e  two  exueme.  ol  jo- 
commodation^Bone  wd  every  I    Now.  a*  tM 
Sllc  Library  there  U  an  Intelligent  wper^t^d. 
XobluS?aBd  prompt  •tt«^*"*-.  "»*  ^J 
-ToU  BtTt^  reading   haU   In  the  city.     The 
l^^L^oZ^l. Hoor, but  a  phOn jjn. 
i^t  look,  old,  andalthoughctean,. not  qu^^ 
fit  tottke  the  place  of  a  plate.    The  long  Uble. 
tuh  ui  iSTed^Sxe  cover,  have  nothing  like 
tte  dSlty  lo^fl.  Of  the  --P^J;  «»*  ^^* 
desk,  and  Uble.  o«  the  PubUc  Llbiwy. 
New  book,  ewinot  be  had  in  the  public  11- 

Ne^r  more  tkaB  tWrty  oople.  oi  a  popular  book 
^  S>Zt  But  It  may  i.«d  t,*o  thousand  to 
XpTSe  demand!  Here  U  a  dUUeulty  ^^ 
must  be  met  at  the  beglnnUm  ot  every  ent«prli« 
^.  thTklnd  I  believe  Mr.  Jewett  decided  It 
^  *"!? we  can^undertake,"  he  «.d  "  and. 
^;^i  not  try,  to  comprte  with  the  Mudle  U^^ 
torarienterprtoe.."  Oiherwto.  we  will  "•▼•'^J* 

better  than  corporation.  In  supplying  the  <»▼•««» 
5:^dforneTbook.    Such^oo'"  ""  ^^^2: 
„d  are  asked  lor  constantly  lor  a  ««»  J"*  ^ 
quires  an  edition  to  supply  the  demwid  ^  *?*"  ^!f 
a™  lor  the  most  part  worthier.    Tnl.  I.  an  Irn^ 
J^rl^t  pol?t.    But  It  would  be  lees  Important  tf 
J^elS  no?  in  the  ..me  building  have  to  proTjd. 
tor  two  dlsUnct  claMee-^^holar.  proper  and  IJe 
TObilc-  and  It  is  le«  Important  .till  when  wo 
Sder  that  It  Is  better  to  wpply  thi.  dejiaad 
Tnew  books  than  leave  »«>•  class  who  ask  for 
,  them  v^Uhout  i^dlni?.  Yet,  In  the  clrcnmstMice. 
tbe  librarian,  and  trustee,  he-e  did  welU 

IgS^.  II  no  auempt  wa.  made  to  -tablljha 
complete  collection  ol  books,  but  to  m^  a  tmt. 
Siss  popular  Enfriiih  Ubrary  only-for  the  people 
«"rvdy-more  money  would  '-"P*--^ 
hnv  ueriodlcalfi  and  newspapers,  and  dupll^te.  , 
o^ie^  P^licatlons.    There  I.  a  great  demand  or 
i  Sem      Finally,  there    Is  an  unwise   p«Ondlce 
^ttmh  in  public  llbrarie..   Tra.hUMU«*. 
SJ^ta  imStlve  qnalltle.  thai  whUe  it  to  excellont 
SLffOTbahi  they  soon  »et tired  of  U.andcra- 
SS^'tSfT  higher  style  Oi  llt«at«.  whU^h 
o^wtoe  they  would   never  have  read.     From 
SSTBrndd^to  Oharle.  DH:k«- there  Is  a  long 
fu^e!U  from  fertu.  to  Faust  a  ^ong«r ;  but 
they  aw  connected  by  regular  steps.    The  In 
i  !J2J^f  circulation  In  the  lower  haU  laat  ywr 
'  ;Sd.  per  cent-m  the  upper  hall,  twenty^ 
2^^"^..  -Sis  fact."  says  Mr.  Jewett,  "  Indl- 
eateaTl  thlBk,  an  Improvement  In  the  character 
S^TU  c^ItUm-that  It  U  t«dmj  .^ngly 
to  ^  more  whetanUal   and   uaoful  cjes^ot 
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THE  rUBLIC  tEBKAJlY. 

The 'fifteenth  annual  reiwrt  of  the  Trustees  of 
tho  Public  Library  h  very  pleasant  reading  to  a 
Boetonian.      It  is  flattering   to  his   municipal 
pride  to  know  that  this  last  Boston  ''Notion"  is 
a  little  aheatl  of  any  sinular  institution,  :uid  that 
it?  managers  have  canned  out  the  idea  of  Ed- 
ward Everett,   who  called   it  "tlie  completion 
of  our  public  school  system."     Ignoring  class 
and  caste,  the  institution  seeks  to  benefit  "the 
gixjatest  powtible  number  of  citizens."     Its  pri- 
mary idea  is  to  circulate  books,  and  therefore, 
wliile  the  Trustees,  in  their  system  of  purchases, 
attend  to  the  wants  of  particular  classes,  they 
abundjintly  reco«ini/.e  tlic  UasU^s  of  llie  people. 
If  a  book   is  asked  for  which  is  not  in  the  col- 
lection, it  is  ordered,  if  a  proper  one,  and  thus, 
to  the  poor  sc-holar  are  givnn  gratuitous  "facil- 
ities for  scaitliing  tlkO  book  marte  of  tbe  world, 
that  the  wealthiest  can  hardly  command." 

D"  a  student  desires   to   search   for  himself 
among  the  alcoves  for  books  on  some  favorite 
(heme,  the  pri>'Hege,  under  suitaljle  restrictions, 
is  freely  accorded.     That  a  larger  number  might 
enjoy  tbe  benefit  a(  U»e  library,  the  Trustees 
recently  diminished  by  ten  years  the   limits  of 
the  ages  of  adraistuon.     Tlie  change  has  added 
a  large  da*.-  of  readers  "of  an  a4,'e  when  a  good 
book  makes  v  more  lasting  and  decided  inipres- 
«on   than  upon   mature  minds."     The  "Bul- 
letin,"  which    indicate*   the    new   books   pur- 
c-hasod,  and  the  "Indicator,"  which  shows  what 
l>ooks  arc  in,  are  among  the  recent  proofs  of  tlie 
intention  of  Uic  Trristecs  to  make  tlie  library  a 
dcmwratic  institution. 

The  aim  of  the  Trustees  has  been  not  merely 
to  ae<  umulate  and  pnywrvx-  books,  but  to  circu- 
late them,  and  therefore  they  scn-sibly  say,  "A 
l)Ook  remaining  uuiiwmI  or  idle  upon   tlie  shelf 
doe*  not  fiilfil  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  pro- 
duced, and  the  lai-gost  use  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the   propc-rty  must  bo  the  steady  aim 
in  any  suoceseful  management  of  a  great  public 
library."     Wliile  this  gt\nerou«  confidence  has 
not  beeJi  rvciprocate<l  by  all  who  have  used  the 
library— for  some  G,000  books  have  disappcanxl 
from  the  shelves  since  the  oi)eniiig  of  'Jie  libra- 
ry, a  large  part  of  which  it  ih  sup|)osed  have 
been  stolen— yet  the  refjort  thus  alfimis:  "ITie 
hitherto  untrie<t  cxiieriment  of  ojwning  its  doors 
wide  to  all  mhabitant*  of  the  city,  with  Uie  few- 
•si  possible  lirailations  and   safeguards,  during 
fifU-en  years  has  ha<i  a   thoi\>ugh   Uial.     llie 
percentage  of  1o«h>«  has  lx«en  suijUI  as  compared 
with  the  whole  amount  of  book*  circulated." 
This  ifl  a  satisfiictory  atiitcment,   and  may  be 
used  as  a  "f**t  ofT'  a4i:unst  tlie  a*<>ieition  of  I>r. 
CogewcJl,  of  tbo    Astor  Library,  "That  a  free 
clrculatiDg  m>rar)-  in  New  York  wa.s  an  mipos- 
sibility,  and  that  in  less  than  five  years  any  col- 
lection i«r  that  purpose  in  so  large  a  city  would 
be  ^Atfcm^  to  the  winds."     It  is  not  the  clas- 
ses IcikHt  aoeustomod  to  books  who  commit  dep- 
redations on  a  hbrary,  for,  as  the  report  ob- 
serre*— tbe  same  6act  >  igM  of  lovers  of  auto- 
anipbt»,   -ins,  tiiigaf  s^8,— ''Bibiiom^Mcs 

tare  proverbially  ncU  rioos   for  some  strangely 
lax  notions."  -" 


Tne  Public  Libr;  ry  contains  about  136,000 
volumes,  or  over  tluce  miles  of  occupied  shelve*, 
and  is  surpassed  in  size  in  tliis   country  only 
by  the  librar)-  cl  Congress,  while  "it  is  un- 
equalled for  its  accessibility  among  the  great 
public  collecUcns  of    the    world."     Tlie  total 
number  of  books  in  use  for  tlie  past  year  was 
208,963,  a  daily  average  of  764.     In  the  Bates 
Hall  the  aveiage  yeariy  use  of  English  ILstory  j 
and  Litcratire  is  17  per  cent.,  of  American  9, 
Useful  and  Fine  Arts  10,  Theology  ar.d  Meta- 
physics 8.     In  the  Lower  Hall,  in  tlie  depart- 
ment of  fiction  the  circulation  is  about  138,000 
volumes  during  the  year.     Among  tlie  juveniles 
Ma>-ne  Iteid's  works  lias  a  circulation  of  4,903, 
Abbott's  Stories  3,521,  llariKjr's  Story  Books 
2,219.     Among  tlie  novelists  Cooper  circulates 
5,400,  Marryatt  3,730,  Dickens  3,955,  ITiack- 
cray  1,295,  Simms  2,345,  Miss  Muloch   1,663, 
Mrs.  Stowe  980.     In  foreign  literature  the  cir- 
culation ha*  been  5,064  volumes,  of  which  GcH.-tln' 
leads  with   338  and  George   Sand  has  only  11. 
loetry    and    the    Drama   circulate    8,750    vol- 
umes: Tennyson  124,  I>ongfellow  429,^Vhittier 
91,  Shakespeare   545,  Bells'  Tlieatre  859,  and 
Minor  Drama  767.     Sciences,  Arts  and  Profes- 
iions  have  circulated  12,260  volum«-s,  Travels 
8,837,  History  and  PoHtics  5,426,  and  HanH'r's 
Monthly  2,737.     Among  theological  works  tliose 
of  Cumming  have  the  largest  circulation,  being 
85.      These   statistics   present  very  gratifying 
facts,  for  they  show  that  the  library  is  by  no 
means  an  institution  for  circulating  works  of  fic- 
tion.    Tlie  reading-room  is  provided  with  208 
eopies  of  pi'riodicals,  and  was  visited  during  the 
►past  year  by  91,832  readers,  of  whom   12,848 
were  females,  a  fact  which  we  doubt  if  it  finds 
its  parallel  in  any  rea<ling-room  in  tlie  world. 

As  usual  with  public  edifices  in  this  countrj', 
the  library  building  is  defective  in  light,  venti- 
lation and  in  suitable  working  rooms.  It  is 
strange  that  American  architerts  <annot  erect 
a  buil.iing  which  shall  be  creditable  to  their 
Uste  and  l>e  adapted  to  a  special  use.  'Hie  ex- 
penditure for  the  library  during  the  last  year 
was  $52,658,  of  wliirh  some  811,222  was  jiaid 
for  books,  $3,807  for  binding,  $3,351  for  cata- 
logues, and  821 ,239  for  salaries. 

'rhe  report  is  the  last  work  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, C.  C.  Jewett.  To  him  the  librar>  has 
been  largely  indebted  for  its  character  and  iU 
usefulness.  He  has  passed  away,  lamente<l  by 
all  the  friends  of  tlie  instiiution.  Another  li- 
brarian maycarrv  on  the  work  to  which  he  gave 
so  much  of  his  heart  and  strength,  he  cannot 
hope  to  excel  Prof.  Jewett  in  brewlth  of  plan, 
comprehenrivonoM  of  knowledge  or  inti-nrity  of 
labor. 
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sv  '  We  do  not  rend  mnonymoM  ietten  and  c»ia«uiU- 
catioM.  The  name  and  addreM  rf  the  wriUw  ara  la  all 
caws  lndl»p.  n»*ble  as  a  gaarantjr  of  go»d  ftkxh. 

We  caimot  undenafca  to  return  or  prMerreaoiamanle*- 
ttoDs  that  are  net  tued. 


If  public  announcement  had  been  made 
last  week   that  the  custom-house   would  be 
closed  tor  the  mouth   of  August,  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  examining  and  arran^ng  the 
books  and  papers  there,   the  importing  mer- 
chants of  Boston  would  have  felt  some  8ur- 
prise,  and  would  have  made  such  ropresenU- 
tions,  somewhere,  that  no  such  suspension  of 
life  should  be  needed  again.     Or  if  the   au- 
thorities at  the  jKJSt-office  had  told  us,  that 
after  eleven  months'  hard  work  they  needed 
a  montn  to  get  into  onler  for   another   year, 
and  that  for  that  month  they  would  not  send 
any  letters  for  us,  nor  deliver  any,  we  should 
all   express   our   furprir*e  in   such  terms  an 
would    secure  twelve  months'  service  in  the 
next  year. 

The  superintendent  of  the  PubHc  Library, 
however,  noti6e8  us  that  from  the  first  of 
August  to  the  first  of  September  that  insti- 
tution will  be  closed,  for  rearrang(|aent  or 
inspection  or  sometliing  else,  whiok  i  Jicates 
that  it  is  not  now  in  good  order.  ^  For  this 
deprivation,  there  is  really  not  asmtlch  justi- 
fication as  there  would  be  for  closkig  the 
postoflSce  or  the  custom-house.   ,-^ 

We  Otti  understand  perfectly  well  that  the 
hard-^prked  and  under-paid  men  an'd  wom«n 
who  do  so  much  faithful  work  at  the  Ubrary 
should   need,   at   least   once   a   year,  some 
change  of  scene  for  recreation.     We  believe 
no  servants  of  the  public  earn  better  »n  an- 
nual  vacation.      But   the    arrangements   of 
guch  an  institution  should  be  so  conducted, 
that  thev  may  have  this  vacation,   each  m 
his        turn,        without        depriving         the 
public,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  library, 
of  the  benefits  for  which  the  library  is  found- 
ed.     It  cannot   require  great   stretch  of  ad- 
ministrative faculty  to  give  them  such  reUel. 
As  for  the  supposition  that  the  library  is  in 
roch  disorder  or  decay  that  it  needs  »  month 
for  its  rearrangement,    nobxly,  who  is  even 
moderately  acquainted   with   its    reports  or 
monthlvbuUetins,  beUeves  that  that  supposi- 
tion  can    be    put    forward.     When  it  was 
founded,    we    were    promised  on  auUionty 
that  no  book  should  be  received  there,  which 
before    night     should     not    be    catalogued, 
marked,  and  in  its-place  for  use.     Wo  have 
no  reason   to   say   that  this  promise  has  not 
been  kept.     It  is  certain  that  the  government 
of  the  city  has  been  most   liberal   in  appro- 
priating all  that  tlie  trustees  have   asked  for 
the   hbrary   service.     If  the   present  appro- 
priations are  not  large   enough,  let  more  be 
shown    to    be    needed    and   more    will  be 
panted.     But  il  will  be  granted  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  institution  is  to  be  reJly  ser- 
Ticeable  to  the  public,— a  place  for  the  use 
of  books   and  not    for  their  bimal,— and  no 
plan  which  proposes  their  concealment  for  a 
twelflh  part  of  the  time  wiU  be  tolerated. 


The  nsopk  of  Boston  never  invested  half 
a  milllbn  ffiHars  in  this  institution  with  the 
idea  Ihat  *H&ig  perio<ls   were   to  intervene 
whwn  it  AMH  be  of  no  use  to^^^^xiy. 
Wholly    apart  from  tl»e  pecuniary  TO«   in- 
volved in  ?uch  strokes  of  paralysis,  the  com- 
fort,  the   instruction,    and   the  pleasure   of 
thousands  of  readers  compelled  to  pass  the 
mmmcr  in  Boston,  are  of  too  much  impor- 
tance to  be  set  aside  for  the  convenience  of  a 
few  char-women  who  may  have  some   books 
to  dust;  or  for  the   addition   of  a  few  more 
facts  to  the  statistics  of  the  library's  hiftory. 
In  cTuiming  the  attention   of   the   trustees 
and     the     superintendent     to    a     mistake 
in      administration      so      unfortunate,     we 
speak  the  more  promptly,  because   an    im- 
pression      is       ab-eady     gaining       ground 
that     they    do     not     wish     to     have     the 
books   in   the   library   circulate.       We   are 
convinced  that  this  impression  is  false,  but 
unfortunately    it   exists.      It  is   everywhere 
said  in  converKition  that  the  PubUc   Library 
has  fallen  into  the   ruts   in   which   so  many 
otlier   hbrariei    have    been    stalled.     It    is 
evcrywhM^d   that  yilnQP«"Vii3^  discour- 
agements ii^aced  in  «ie  way  of   reader*. 
The  singularly  small  number  of  persons  who 
avail   themselves   of   its   privileges,   among 
250,0iMJ  persons  who  are  entitled  to  them,  is 
a  melancholy  corroboration  of  these   state- 
ments.    We  hope,  indeed,  that  we  shall  not 
be   officially  told,  in  reply  to  what  we  have 
said  now,  that  really  so  few  people  use  the  ^ 
library   that  it  does  not  make  much  matter  j 
whetlier  it  is  open  or  clf>sed. 

When  the  late  Mr.  Jewett,  who  will  be  so 
long  regretted   by   all   who  used  the  Public 
Library,  met  the  examining  committee,  bo- 
fore  Bates  Hall  was  first  thrown  open  to  the 
public,  he  said  the  occasion  was  one  erf  pe- 
culiar interest,   because   never  again  wonW 
the  books  of  that  hbrary  be  collected  within 
its  walls.     When  asked  if  he  did  not  prqpote 
to  make  an  annual  exanunation,  he  said  he 
saw  no  necessity   for  such  a  ceremony,  if 
the    library    were     properly    administered, 
and    that    his    own   hope    and    wish  wwe 
^lA    the    hbrary    might  never    be     closed 
again,      except      ou      hoHdays,    till      the 
end  of  aU  things  came.     The  happy  presage 
thus  giveu  to    persons    of  regular    habits  of 
study  was,  alas,  not  wholly  fulfilled.     Mr. 
Jewett's  extreme  good-nature,  perhaps  led 
him  to  yield  more  and  more  to  the  customs 
which    had  made  other    collections  useless 
once   a   year.       And   the    annual  examina- 
tion, which  is  never  permitted  to  interrupt 
the  daily  work  of  a  iMink,  an  insurance  office, 
or    any    other    estabUshment    which  people 
beliere  in  as  a  necessity,  has  crept  into  the 
arrangements  of  the  Public  Library. 

When  Mr.  Jewt-tt's  successor  was  appoiat- 
ed,  one  of  the  first  grounds  <rf  congnUulation 
was  that  here  was  an  officer  who  could  rise 
above  ?uch  traditions.  His  buaness  ability 
and  administrative  talent  were  so  well  known, 
that  the  Iriends  of  the  Ubrary  iUt  sure  thU  ' 
in  him  tkey  had  a  superintendent  eager  to 
extend  aiMi  not  to  curtiul  its  usefuln^.  We 
beg  him  wd  the  trust^s  to  put  such  arrange- 
ments on  foot  at  once,  as  shall  show-lliat 
these  anticipations  were  not  v^n. 


i:.^ci4- 


Great  inconvenience  has  always  been  sub- 
mitted to,  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Boston 
Athenseum,   because  their  library.^s  closed 
against  them  annually.     But  tli^^nds  are 
email   in  comparigon   with  thei^nprj^^and 
their  staff  is  small.     The  pride  oHhe  PubUc 
Library  has  always  been  that  its  administra- 
tion   could   be    much    more    perfect.     The 
Athenffium,  therefore,  fumishcB    no    proper 
example.     The   corporation  of  the  college 
have  lately  opened   their  library  through  the 
annual  vacations,  on  terms  much  more  liberal 
than   ever  before;    and    the    report  of  the 
library  committee  there  indicates  still  far- 
ther uuprovements.      We    have    only,    in- 
deed, to  ask   any  of  our    literary    readers 
what  language  he   would  employ  if  his  wife 
locked   him  out  of  his  home  library  for  a 
month,  while  she  was  washing  his  windows, 
dusting  his  books,  and  trying  to  find  out  how 
many  were  lost,— to  get   some  idea  of  the 
language  which   is   employed  by  all  the  per- 
sons who  use  the  Public  Library   for  their 
own,  when.^y  read  the  modest  notice  to 
■which  we  have  called  attention. 


I 


THE  PUBLIC  LIBEABY. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Boston  Dailmddvertlter:— 
Allow  mc  to  thank  you  for  the  article  hi  your 
journal  of  Wednesday  in  regard  to  the  raauai?©- 
nient  of  the  Public  Library.    I  have  Ions  regret- 
ted the  apparent  apathy  of  the  public  in  regard 
to  that  institution,  which  is,  I  think,  after  all  ap-  , 
parent  rather  than    real.     Many  probably  have 
realized  the  inconveniences  of  various  details  of 
its  management  who  yet  have  not  felt  called 
npon  to  make  any  statement  of  them  through  . 
the  pubHc  prints.  An  interest,  however.  whic*it 
I  latent  only  and  not  expressed,  has  all  the  public 
disadvantages  of  real  indifference. 

We  therefore  find  as  a  consequence  that  the 
manafe«mcnt  of  the  library  is  what  might  natur- 
ally bo  expected  where  its  conduct  is  not  more  / 
ft-eely  and  pilblicly  criticised.  Your  remarks  show 
very  plainly  and  properly  the  inconvenience  ot 
closing  the  same  for  one-twelfth  of  the  time,  as  . 
weU  as  the  rights  of  the  public  in  regard  to  such 
a  course.    We  think  that  the  last  point  cannot 
be  enforced  too  much.    By  what  authority  do 
the  trustees  decide  that  its  friends  shall  bo  de- 
priveil  of  its  benefits  for  so  long  a  time  when  it 
is  obviously  needless  ?    Do  they  forget  that  it  is  a 
public  library,  which  should  be  as  free  and  wide 
in  its  benefactions  as  possible?    Do  they  forget 
that  the  interest  of  the  public  should  be  consult- 
ed rather  than  any  prejudice  or  convenience  of 
their  own?    They  should  remember  that  others 
have  rights  in  this  matter;  and  that  they  by  ac- 
.  ccpting  the  office  voluntarily  assumed  its  datteis, 
I  the  most  obvious  one  being  that  of  so  controll- 
ing affairs  that  the  advantages  of  the  institution 
should  be  a^  uninterrupted  and  as  general  as  cir- 
cumstances  will  admit     Will  any  one  claim  that 
this  has  Iwen  the  result  hitherto?  .     ,    ,   , 

Look  at  the  large  proportion  of  books  mcludeil 
in  the  Mates  HaU  Catalogue.    This  part  of  the 
Ubrwy,  and  no  doubt  for  good  reasons  ««  close<l 
half  an  hour  before  sunset      How  muny   aio 
there  who  would  gladly  avaU  themselves  of  its 
privUeges  who  cannot  be  there  during  the  hours 
when  it  is  open,  except  perhaps  for  a  month  or 
tvTO  in  summer?    Why  should  one  be  debarred 
from  free  access  to  three  fourths  of  the  books  of 
\  the    library  because    his   business   necessarily 
keeps  him    tiU    sunset  tor  most  of  the  year? 
What  is  the  necessity  for  having  the  largest  pro 
portion  of  the  books  thus  restricted?    Do  the 
Btatistics  show  that  an  unusual  percentage  ot 
thepe  books  are  lost?    Not  that  we  have  seen; 
and  if  it  were  so  have  not  the  public,  who  pay 
for  such  losses,  as  good  a  right  to  their  free  use 
as  they  have  to  those  in  the  lower  hall?    No  one 
will  pretend  that  the  majority  of  these  books  are 
of  such  very  rare  choracter  or  high  cost  as  to  call 
for  such  restriction. 


Kumor  has  said  in  times  past  that  there  have 
been  among  the  trustees  two  upposin^j  views  ia 
regard  to  the  true  method  of  adminiatcrrag  af- 
fairs: one,  tending  to  make  it  rather  a  collection 
of  rare  and  valuable  books  not  readily  found  in 
other  hbraries,  to  which    scholars  and  aavau-i 
could   always  resort,  sure  of   finding  that  of 
which  they  were  in  search,  and  therefore  somo- 
what  restricted  in  its  method  of  usefulness;  the 
other  acknowledging  its  value  and  r.ot  at  all  ig- 
noring  its  benefits  in  this  direction,  tending 
rather  to  make  it  moie  popr;,ar  in  its  method 
and  advantages,  making  \ts  value  in  the  former 
direction  subscrvien»:  to  its  usefulness  in  the  lat- 
ter.   It  would  s'.em  obvious  that  this  is  the  only 
correct  policy  for  a  library  used  and  supported 
by  the  public.    This  method  necessarily  implies 
noth'ing  superficial  or  unscholariy  in  itsmanago- 
I  mcnt;  it  is  simply  a  development  of  the  orij^i- 
»  nal  plan  of  the  institution.    Perhaps  the  As  tor 
Plac«  Library,  which  is  not  in  any  broad  sense  a 
public  library,  fitly  represents  one  idea.     We 
hope  to  see  the  day  when  our  own  will  fully  and 
fairly  represent  the  other  view. 

We  think  and  we  know  that  the  opinion  is 
shared  by  others,  that  the  management  of  the 
library  has  become  too  conservative,  and  that  it 
is  not  enough  in  sympathy  with  the  liberal  idea 
on  which  it  is  founded.  May  we  not  hope  for  a 
marked  improvement  in  this  respect,  and  for 
such  an  administration  of  its  affairs,  as  shall  se- 
cure its  ftillest  benefits  to  the  pubHc,  and  shall  bo 
in  more  complete  harmony  with  the  noble  ideas 
which  marked  its  inception  and  the  munificence 
by  which  It  has  been  supported?  A, 
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AMWSBltKiTa  Tma  Dlf  ANJ>  MTBMJf'f 
SuwTii's  TiuiATBE.— EngMwn*"*  o'   Hanlon   BroUi- 

cn'  TrmnMUantlc  Comblnfttion.    At  8. 
HowABD  Athmjum.— TrowbrMge  A  lUrt's  8Ur  Com- 

liln«Uon.    At  IN. 

OHILDt  A  CO'»  OALLBaV,  TBMfOIT    «■■»!. -IxUbl- 

tton  ol  PftlnMnr.  "Or«*h««l  by  Ie«b«r|^." 

Borrow   ATHMiMii,   Ubacoi   Btebw.— rortr-foar* 
A«iia*'  ■■hlblUoii  of  Pulntimffs.    Prom  t  HU  •. 

•CBWABB  NATIOHAL  OxLLlBia  Of    PALLBB    HBaOW 

— IM  Trwnoni  §««•».    From  t  A.  M.  to  •  P.  If  • 


^^  "  W«  do  not  read  aaoayaioa*  Utun  aad  comnunl- 
eattcM.  The  Miae  ani  addreM  of  kh«  writer  are  In  aU 
caa«a  ladltp'^nMble  aa  a  gaaranty  of  g*od  Mth. 

Wa  cannot  undartaka  to  ratarn  or  praaarra  comrannlaa- 
tiona  Ibat  are  nat  aaed. 


We  published  on  S»tarday  an  article  from 
the  pen  of  a  gentleman  who  baa  distinguished 
himstilf  by  his  devotion  to  popular  education 
in  this  city,  which  followed   up  our  protest 
against  the  voluntary  paralysis  of  the  Public 
Library  by  some  other  pertinent  suggestions 
concerning  it»   a^^eia^t.  ^JFe   have  9i. 
hand  many  othl^vBHLjiM^  persons  who 
take  different  ^S|tr™vjew,   but  who  all 
unite  in   assuring  us  of  the  general  impret- 
•ion  that   the  management   of  the  library  if 
more  eager  to  keep  the  books  than  to  dis- 
tribute them.     We   do  a  public   service  by 
making  known  to  the  government  of  the  city 
this  general  complaint,  and  we  arc  pleased 
to  know  that  it   it   engaging  tiie  immediate 
and  conscientiouB  attention  of  the  trustees. 

In  all  discussions  of  the  administration  of 
the  library,  its  character  as  zpvMic  institu- 
tion must  not  be   fOT  a  moment  forgotten. 
This  character   of  public   origin  and  public 
use  separates  it  at  once  and   forever  from  all 
libraries  created  for  or  by  classes  or  private 
companies  of  men.     Their  rulei,~however 
fit  for  theit  purposes, — do  not  belong  to  it, 
more  thaa  Ae  by-laws  of  an  insura^^e  com- 
pany are  fit  sUtutes  for  the  govenrtUfct  of  a 
Commonwealth.     The  trustees  of  the  Public 


Library  in  the  very  outset  of  their  work 
showed  that  they  understowl   this.     ThiM  it 
was  proposed,   very  early,  that  the  books 
should  be  uselbl  bool^s,— such  as  it  would  be 
^ell    for    th&.-t€opl«    to    rea*>->9    if  to 
make  a  library  of  lives'  of  FraJl^and  his- 
tories of  the  steam  engine,  for  ifflKnce.  But 
the  trustees,  wisely  led  by  Mi".  Everett  and 
Mr  Ticknor,— to  the  last  of  whom  this  com- 
munity is  very  largely  indebted  for  his  cou- 
ragcous  and  generous  care  of  tins  library 
in  its  birth,-8aid  "Nol"     They  said  that 
they  were  not  to  dictate  to  people  what  was 
good  or  what  was   not  good,— they  were  to 
provide  substantially   all  available  EngUsTi 
literature,  and  as  much  more  as  could  be  got. 
The  public,  in  ordering  a  pubUc  library,  had 
taken  the  great  risk  of  bad  reading  and  of 
good  reading,  in  that  courageous  faith,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  all  republican  govern- 
ment, that  the  good  wiU  overcome  the  evu 
in  the  long  run.     Under  the   same  broad 
foresight,  they  opened  the  library  to  every- 
body.      "A    decent   dress"  was    the    only 
requisition    for  presence  there,— no  person 
liad  a  right  to    insult  another  by  coming 
naked.     But,  with  that  nominal  exception, 
i     they  meant  that  literally  everybody  in  Bos- 
I     ton  should  be  invited  and  should  be  tempted 

to  read.  . 

In  the  provisions  for  carrying  out  this  in- 
tention, which  is  still  the  intention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city,  the  officers  of  the  library 
became  officers  of  the  public,  responsible  to 
every  citizen,  in  just  the   same  way  that  al 
officers  of  public  administration  are.     This 
means,  J^ong  other  thines,  that  they  are  re- 
8I)on8ibif  all  the  time.     The  government  of 
a  Stote'fl^  a  city  never  dies,— it  never  goes  to 
sleep.  :  ll*fce  mayor  leaves  town,  he  leavw 
a  substitute  behind  him.     If  one  police  offi- 
1    cer  is  off  duty,  another  is  put  on.     Justice  is 
always  to  be  had— its  administration  is  not  a 
thing  of  jerks  and  surprises.     And  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  as  a  part  of  a  public  administra- 
tion,  will   learn  to  accustom  iUelf  to  thia 
steadiness  and  permanency  of  career.    There 
appears  to  have  been    some    hallucination 
about  a  supposed  parallel  with  the  schools. 
Because  the  schools  have  a  vactjtion,  it  has 
been  supposed  that  the  library  must— both 
having  to  deal  with  books.     But  there  is  no 
parallel  whatever.     The  sch(>ol«jh|Jc^  a  va- 
cation, because  the  best  expe^jcrief  shows 
that  you  can  teach  children  mora  ina«aeTen 
months  Uian  you  can  in  twelve,    i^wr  va- 
cation, then,  is  simply  to  increase  tWfr  effi- 
ciency.    But  no  experience  shows  that  more 
books  can  be  taken   from  a  library  in  eleven 
months  than  in  twelve;  and  the  efficiency  of 
the  institution  therefore  requires  that  it  sUll 

be  kept  open. 

Knowing  this  perfecUy  well,   the  trustees 
bave  been  induced  to  close  their  library,  only 
in  the   fear  that  they  have  lost  a  few  books. 
They  want  to  find  out  how  many,  we  are  told. 
This  panic  about  lost  books  is  reaUy  at  the 
bottom  of  the  whole  absurdity.     The  same 
panic  led  them  last  year  to  abandon  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  the  library,  and  to  at- 
tempt to  make  it  a  class  institution.     The 
result  of  that  attempt  has  been  to  disgust 
many  of  its  best  friends  and  materiaUy  to 
check  its  usefulness. 

It  proved,  on  one  of  these  examinations, 
that  three  or  four  hundred  books  had  been 
lost  in  the  i"U"iBKltf^rf^Q^^^  inatitu- 
tion.  The  lo^^fpSBf jne,  al  the 
most.  At  the  outside  k  WM  not  two  in  a 
thousand— and  most  of  these,  books  of  little 


value.  Any  gentleman  with  a  private  library 
of  two  thousand  volumes,  lending  freely  and 
largely,  would  Jj|wejl  j^W^  '^  ^^  ^^und 
there  were  but llwr  bc^rfts,-,  at  tho,.^<l  of  the 
year,  on  which  at  that  moment  he  could  not 
put  liis  hand.  But  even  if  the  loss  had  been 
serious,  there  were  a  hundred  ways  by  which 
it  could  have  been  prevented,  better  than 
the  expedient  adopted  by  the  trustees.  | 

They  determined  to  stop  its  use  as  a  pub- 
lic library,  and  to  make   it,  from   that  time 
forth,  a  librar>    only   for  the  "respectable" 
classes,  for  those  persons   who  had  the   ac- 
quaintance of  "respectable"  men.     All   the 
privileges    before    given     were    withdrawn. 
Tliere  was  one  blessed  moment  when  no  one 
had  a  right  to  a  book  there!    •  Then   a  new 
get  of  cards  was  doled  out,  to   such  persons 
as  were  willing  to  give  the  names  of   two 
householders,   who   were     aciiuainted    with 
them,  and  would  answer  for  them. 

From  this  moment,  of  course,  the  old  boast 
that  the  Public  Library  was  open  as  the   air, 
was  at  an  end.     We  had  descended  to   an 
English  level ,— of  middle-class  responsibility. 
We  could  no  longer  say  that  the  boy   fresh 
from  the  provinces,  or  the  contraband   new 
from  slavery,  had  the  privileges  of  our  PubUc 
Library.      They  must  have   somebody   who 
would  answer  for  them.      The  library   was 
no  longer  the  library  of  the   public;    it   was 
the  library  of   the   householders  of   Boston 
and  their   friends.     Of   course,   any   young 
man  or  woman  could  find  the  indorser.     But 
the  well  trained  young  American   is   trained 
to  do  without  indorsers,  and  many   a  young 
man  who  can  easily  find  people  to  be  respon- 
sible for  him  does  not  choose  to  ask. 

We  are'perfectly  aware  that  this  restriction 
was  imposed  with  the  best  motive.   At  an  ex- 
pense of  one  or  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  it 
proposed  to  save  half  that  auiount  in  books. 
We  have  no  doubt  that   when  the  library 
awakens  from  its  present   sunmier   hiberna- 
tion, we  shall  be  told  that  not  one-tenth  part 
of  the  books  have  been   lost   that  were   lost 
last  year.     Indeed,  so  difficult  has   it  lately 
become  to    get    a  book,   that  the   won.ler 
rather  is  that  any  hn.ve  been  lont  at  all. 

In  five-an«l-twenty  instances   explained  to 
us,  where  residents  in  lioston  have  succeeded 
in'proving  their  respectability,  and  have  ob- 
tained Uie  magic  cards,  the  transaction  has, 
in   its   methods,   so  annoyed  and   mortified 
them  that  they  have   said  they  would  never 
go  through  it  again.      We  have  heard  of  no 
instance  where  it  was  more  gracefully  parsed 
through.      This,  of  course,  wa^  an  accident. 
But  it  is  one  of  the  dangers  we  arc  liable  to 
in   a    public  institution,   when  we  attempt, 
without  the  forms  of  justice,  an  examination 
into  private  chara(  ter. 

The  result  has  been  that  the  floating  popu- 
lation of  the  city,  on  the  one  hand, -the  very 
people  for  whom  the  library  was  intended,— 
have,  in  great  numbers,  failed  to  renew  their 
cards   at  Uic  library.      On  the  other  hand, 
the  people  of  wealth  and  culture,  who  pay 
for  the  Ubrar>'  and  ought  to  be  interested  in 
it   will  not  expose  themselves    to  the  annoy- 
ance of  an    application.      So    far,   without 
meaning  it  for  a  moment,  have    the  trusU-es 
changed,  in  one  year,  the  status  of  what  was 
the  Public  Library. 

If  in  the  Public  (Jarden,  a  flower  is  stolen, 
a  policeman  arrests  the  thief.  If  he  fails, 
we  .lo  not,  for  that,  put  a  tiekct-keeiM>r  at 
each  gate  and  keep  out  all  nurses  and  chil- 
.Iren  who  are  without  a  txket  signed  by  two 
Vouseholders.  For  it  is  a  fublir  garden.  It 
a  citizen  of  Massachusetts  wants  to  exammc 
the  archives  of  the  State,  he  goes  to  the  Sute 


House  and  asks  leave.      The  Secretary   of 
State  sends  a  clerk   with  him  to  \h»  afchive 
chamber  and  facUitates  his  inquiry.   Hq  doe* 
not  bid  him  bring   a  ticket  signed  hj  two 
householders  certifying  that  they  wUl  answer 
for  him.     That  is  a  public  institution.     If  a 
dishonest  boy  steals  a  letter  at  the  post-office, 
to  postmaster  gives  an  order  that  all  people 
asking  for  letters   shall  obtain  cards  eight 
days  beforehand   on  the   certificate  of  two 
householders,  that  they  may  be  relied  upon. 
For  the  post-office  is  a  public  office.      In  the 
Tiew  of  the  public,  any  man  is  presumed  in- 
nocent till  he   is  proved  guilty.      And  the 
name  Public  Library   implies   that  that  pre- 
sumption is  to  hold  there ;  it  implies   with  a 
similar  generosity,  and  with  similar  penalties, 
that  that  institution  is  to  be  administered  for 
aU.  ^ 


SUNDAY   HERALD 


SVIfDAT  MOBMIffO,  AUG.   19. 


THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Some  months  ago,  when  we  referred  to  the 
sbortcomings  of  the  Public  Library  nnder 
its  piesent  management,  we  were  severely 
taken  to  task  by  all  the  old  grannies  in  the 
community,  who  pat  on  their  spectacles  and 
wrote  solemn  iMt)test8  to  the  Herald  and 
other  nerapapers  against  the  sacrilegious 
tipiiit  we  displayed  by  finding  fault  with  a 
pet  iustkution.    Having  poiirted  out  what 
1^^  ^nceived  to  be  real  evils  in  ttfo  way  of 
conducting  the  Ubrary,  we  left  the  subject 
and  paseed  on  to  other  topics  of  living  in- 
terest.   But  we  are  inclined  to  think  that 
our  seed  sown  by  the  wayside  was  not  alto- 
l  gcther  lost,  and  we  have  hopes  that  the  puly 
I  lie  of  Boston  will  reap  the  fruit  thereof  in 
'  due  ttane.    At  any  rate,  we  "broke  np' '  the 
field,  giving  others  an  opportunity  to  sow 
the  seed  of  truth  and  enjoy  the  harvest  of 
reform.     Even  the  staid  and  conservative 
Advertiser  has  come  to  th«  rescue,  after 
standing  out  for  a  long  Ume,  and  other  pa- 
pers will  follow  in  ita  wake  as  they  receive 
liftbt  or  obtain  courage  for  so  bold  a  move- 
ment.   We  have  in  previous  articles  on  this 
Bubtject   shown   that   the   Tublio    Library 
ought  to  be  what  its  name  impUes,  end  that 
the  ndes  whieh  serve  for  a  private  institu- 
tion are  not  the  rules  to  govern  its  manage- 
ment.   Here  seems  t«  be  the  mistake  that 
has  been  made.    The  reports  of  the  Tr^ 
tees,  whleh  have  of  late  been  largely  devoted 
to  attempts  to  show  that  the  raanaiccment  of 
the  Library  is  just  what  it  should  be,  abound 
in  comparisons  of  our  Public  Library  with 
others  which  do  not  pretend  to  be  public. 
The  futility  of  such  comparisons  is  apparent 
vrhen  we  remember  the  character  of  the 
Public  Library  aooording  to  the  meaning  of 
its  founders.    Its  true  character  and  pui- 
poteare  eminently  democratic.    It  is  to  be 
open  to  all  comers,  and  its  advanUges  are 
for  the  largest  number  who  can  be  accom* 
modftted.    It  has  a  large  and  popular  oolljs- 
tion  of  books,  few  of  which  are  too  valuabls 
to  be  g«»erany  circulatod,  and  the  object  of 
the  Ubrary  is  to  have  these  books  circulated 
and  read.    Of  course,  it  is  not  desirable  to 
have  books  injured  or  stolen,  but  these  aw 
eTilsoo«mon  to  all  libraries,  both  pubbo 
and  private,  and  evils  of  very  small  conse- 
qnwice  when  comparad  with  the  advantages 
■which  the  patrons  of  any  well  managed 
library  enjoy.    The  Athenaum  in  this  city 
is  a  good  example  of  a  private  library.    It 
is  quite  exclusive,  in  its  maaagement,  but 
Btil  courteously  extends  its  privileges  to  aU 
TTho  have  a  fi»ir  claim  upon  any  repository 
of  learning.    No  scholar  turns  away  empty 


handed  trom  its  doors  if  the  Athensoum  Li- 
brary can  supply  his  wants.    But  the  Athe- 
naeum loses  books,  and  some  years  has  losl 
more  in  proportion  to  the  number  taken 
out  than  the  Public  Library.    And  it  U  a 
curious  fi»ct  that  the  Athenaium  Library, 
which  is  patronized  largely  by  clergymMi 
and  other   educated  classes,  and  rarely  it 
ever  by  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  of  the  many- 
headed,  suffers  most  severely  in  theological 
worku'  This  was  a  standing  joke,  as  well  as  a 
solemn  fact,  a  few  years  ago.  We  do  not  know 
how  it  is  now.    But  even  under  these  cir- 
cnmstances  we  must  suppose  that  the  Libra- 
ry  is  performing  its  mission  better  than  it 
could  do  by  having  its  books  lumbering  its 
shelves  without  use.     If  the  clergymen  do 
"convey"  theological  works  it  is  to  be  Bup- 
posed  that  they  need  them  and  make  good 
IiseoftheK.    lliey  do  not  sell  them  to  a 
"fenc€"-keeper,  or  pawn  them  With  tueir 
•'uncles,"  but  they  read  them,  study  them, 
copy  them,  and  find  them  so  well  adapt«d 
to  their  wants  that  they  cannot  afford  to  re- 
turn thsm.    No  doubt,  they  preseh  all  the 
better  sermons  for  having  these  books,  and 
thus  thousands  are  benefitted  by  them  where 
only  tens  or  hundreds  had  ttocess  to  them 
SJre     Every  year  the  Pat^t  Office  re- 
odves  a  large  amount  of  valuable  seeds  firom 
T^Zri»  of  the  world.  Itdistributes  them.and 
theyVre  proved  in  .11  parts  of  the  country, 
under  various  conditions  of  soil  and  cl  mate- 
Books  ought  U)  be  treated  ««  «««<i--' *^«2?! 
duty  being  to  distribute  them,  the  gath. 
ering  them  U  again  being  aWadary  con- 
sideAtion.    But  the  managers  of  our  PuWic 
Library  don't  seem  to  understand  th«  matr 
ter  very  well.     Their  first  care  is  for  the 
books>nd  the  "pubUc"  areonly  of  seconds- 
ry  importance.    I' i«  ^^e courseof  a  year  s 
work  two  out  of  a  thousand  books  do  no^ 
appear  on  the  shelves,  the  cards  .««*  T^^" 
drawn,  and  those  who  want  to  enjoy  the  s^- 
vantages  of  the  Library  are  forced  to  go 
through  an  annoying  process  to  obtain  the 

privilege,  the  expense  of  "^^^'^V.hVS 
being  greater  than  the  value  of  the  books 
lost,  to  say  nothing  of  the  time  lostrn  the 
use  of  the  Ubrary.    The  aim  has  >'««'.  be- 
cause some  abused  the  privileges  of  ihe  libra- 
ry to  make  them  less  accessible,  and  the 
coiaequence  is  that  many  are  driven  away. 
If  this  U  not  so  why  is  it  that  numerous  c.r- 
culating  librarie«  in  the  city  are  so  well  pa- 
tronise<i  and  so  proflUble  7    The  patrons  of 
these  libraries  pay  rates  which  would  buy 
the  book  six  tin.e«  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
and  do  it  without  prumbliug  rather  than  go 
to  the  Public  Library.     I\  ^«  l*;^"^,  ^"^^ 
managed  as  it  ought  to  be  it  is  evident  that  , 
this  Wd  not  be  the  case.     U«t  we  have  I 
only  space  to  menUon  the  diurtcomingi  of 
the   Public   Libr^  management.     U    is 
closed  one  day  in  every  ^«««'-»';«  '^J  J^ 
which  it  is  most  needed;  by  <ar  the  hirger 
^tof  ih»  iJaoks  an,  inaccessibl.  at  tb.  tu^ 
Tday  when  m<*t  people  could  most  oon- 
lie^tly  go  to  the  Ul.r.ry--B.i^  HaH. 
where  three-fourth.  of  ths  books  are  kept, 
being  clowd  an    hour  before  sunset;  and 
then,  under  the  pretence  of  examming  the 
condition  of  the  Library,  it  b  closed  a  whole 
month  every  year.    ■"««•  ^«  ««,,^;'  *' 
closed  the  be^t  third  of  the  day.  the  best  day 
of  the  week,  and  as  good  a  month  as  any  ta 
the  year-fof  in  August  the  school  vacation 
takes  place,  and  the  «;holars  have  Ume  to 
read,  while  rerting  from  the  studies  of  ^ 
Tear      We   mak^  ths-e  criticisms  kindly. 
luhnodwiff  tnfind   fault  with  anybody. 

if  the  nianagws  m««  ^^^^^^^^^^  to  first 
they  do  't'''"  ^^^^e  PubUo  Library  id] 
ff  S'nkSi'-rpiiel'or  the  public  couW 

de^ie. 
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Editor  Express  :— Would  it  not  be  a 
good  thing  for  Mr.  Capen,  the  Librarian  ot 
the  Public   Library  to  look   into  the   acts  of 
Mb  female  subordinates  and  see  whether  they 
carry  out  the  rules  laid   out  for  them  ?     As 
they  are  paid  goo'i  salaries,  is  it  not  incum- 
bent on  them  to  fill   their  position  withiut 
giving  offence  ?     If  a  young  lady  respectably 
connected  makes  api)lication  for  books,  i»  it 
"according  to  law"  for  her  to  be  thus  inter- 
rogated by  the  female  attendant-'"  Who  do 
you  lite  with,  what  is  your  occupation  ?"  &c. 
—thus  throwing  out  the  impression  that  the 
.pplicant  is  dependent,  &^.     A    word   from 
Mr.  Capen   to  these  airy  female   attendants, 
would  prevent  many  a  sensitive  young  lady 
from  making  up  thir  minds  they  would  not 
take  books  out  of  the  Public  Library.     D. 
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Mr.Ticknor  and  the  Public  Ubntj, 

la  tlM  tprtag  of  1867  Mr.  Oaoiga  Ticknor  wm  re- 
qoott^d  bj  t  namber  of  genUemen.  comprHlng  tome 
of  tba  nioit  dlitinRouhed  cltlxent  of  Boeton,  to  ilt 
foraboit.ln  marble,  to  be  preeented  tothedtyof 
BoitoD.  In  grateful  .cknowledgment  of  hie  eminent 
MTTiceitothe  Public  Llbrerj.  The  bast,  executed 
by  our  towniman.  Mr.  M»rtln  Milmore.  !•  now  do- 
posited  in  the  building  nppropriited  to  the  PnWic 
Ubmrr.  The  beauty  of  the  work  end  lu  lldelltyM 
nUkeneee  rtflect  much  credit  upon  theertut,  ead 
will  edd  to  the  high  repuutlon  he  hee  elreedy  ee- 
cured  In  that  beautiful  art  of  icalpture,  la  which  lO 
many  of  our  countrymen  hare  won  and  are  winning 
the  meet  brilliant  honors* 

In  tale  letter  of  accepting  the  request  to  sit  for  the 
bust,  under  date  of  May  18. 1867,  Mr.  Ticknor  says: 
"Concomlng,  howerer,  the  part  I  or  others  may 
bare  bor«e  In  early  and  anxious  discussions  to  de- 
termine the  mala  principles  and  plan  on  which  h 
(the  Public  Library)  should  be  organised,  or  con- 
cerning what  we  may  hare  done  since  In  Its  admln- 
Utratien.  it  Is  not,  I  suppose,  needful  now  to  Inquire. 
The  docamenu  relaUng  to  both  will,  no  doubt,  be 
preserred.  and  time  may  be  salely  tnwted  to  Inter- 
pret them."  -  ^    - 
This  U  doubtless    true.     The    rerdlct  of  time, 
though  slor..  Is  preity  sure  to  be  right  at  >•«*     ^ut 
now  that  Mr.  Tlcknor's  connecUoa  with  the  Public 
Ubrary  has  ceased,  much  to  lu  dlsadTantage,  It 
•eemt  but  fair  that  the  preeent  generation  should 
kiow.  while  he  Is  aUve,  wmewhat  more  ftidetaill 
than  they  now  know,  the  measure  and  ralue  of  the 
serrices  which  Mr.  Ticknor  has  rendered  to  that  In- 
stitution, of  which  the  bust  Is  an  acknowledgment 
The  Public  Library  of  the  dty  of  Boston  has 
grown  rapidly,  but  by  successire  steps.  Into  Its  pres- 
ent ample  dimensions.    It  did  not  owe  Its  existence. 
M  did  the  Aitjr  Library  of  New  York,  to  the  wjsa 
rorecest  and  muniacent  bounty  of  a  single  man.  The 
act  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  authorlilog 
the  city  ot  Boston  to  est»bUsh  and  maintain  a  pab 
lie  library  for  the  use  ot  Its  lohablunts,  was  passed 
March  18, 1848,  but  comparaUTSly  little  was  doce 
toward!  the  otjject  Ull  1852.    At  the  date  of  theact 
in  question  the  city  of  Boston  had  about  a  haadwd 
aad  fllty  Tolames,  which  had  been  tacelTed  In  ex- 
change from  the  city  of  Paris,  though  the  agency  of 
M.  Vattemare.    Mr.  Wlnthrop  atid  Mr.  ET«r«t  af 
tKwards  made  generous  donations  in  books,  and 
Mr.  J.  P.  Bigelow  contributed  the  sum  of  one  thous- 
and dollars  m  money.    Bat  though  the  Public  Li- 
brary had  •  name,  it  had  hardly  a  local  habitation, 
and  was  of  no  practical  ralue  to  the  community. 
The  books  were  In  a  small  upper  room  of  the  city 
hall,  and  though  many  of  them  were  ralnabla  M 
books  of  reference  to  studenu  makln;;  enqulriM  In 
a  certain  dlrecUon,  yet  the  colloctlon  was  not  adapted 
to  the  wanu  and  tastes  of  geoer*l  readers.    The  Li- 
brary existed  In  a  sort  of  nebular  condition,  without 
shape  or  consistency. 

The  year  18*2  forms  a  distinct  and  looponaat 
epoch  la  the  history  of  th^  Public  Library.  Mr. 
Bearer,  whe  was  then  mayor  of  the  city,  took  a 
strong  Interest  In  the  enterprise,  and  early  In  the 
year  made  it  the  subject  of  a  special  communlcattoa 
to  the  chy  council.  By  this  body  the  charge  of  the 
Ubiarj  was  gJTen  to  a  board  of  trustees,  thlrte«i  In 
numtwr,  ot  whom  eight  were  chosen  from  the  mem 
bets  of  the  dty  council  and  fire  from  dUaens  at 
large. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  July,  1852.  the  trustees,  ia  com- 
pliance with  an  order  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
dty  council,  submitted  a  report  on  the  objects  to  be 
atOkined  by  the  eetabUshment  of  a  public  library,  and 
th«  belt  mode  of  effecting  them,  which  was  printed, 
and  forms  the  city  document  No.  87  of  that  year. 
ThU  report,  with  the  excepiioa  of  a  few  iatiadaotory 
paragraphs,  and  a  page  or  two  at  the  cloee,  which 
were  added  by  Mr.  Everett,  was  drawa  up  by  Mr. 
Tteknof ,  and  it  sketched  the  pUn  on  which  the  libra- 


ry was  organised  and  kaa  since  been  conducted,  giv- 
ing especial  prominence  to  the  consideration  that  it 
was  essential  to  the  saccess  of  sack  an  institution 
that  the  books,  with  certain  enumerated  exceptions, 
should  be  taken  oat  frealy  by  the  whole  people  of 
the  dty,  aader  each  rales  aad  coaditionsas  should 
insure  them  safety.  Aad  the  report  farther  enlarged 
upon  the  importonceof  making  the  PubUo  Library 
the  culmination  ol  oar  tjatitm  of  general  pabUc  ed- 
aeatloo,  by  difTuslng  throughout  the  community,  by 
means  of  good  books,  that  culilvaUon  which  would 
enable  oar  poople  to   comprehend  thoroughly,  and 
dedde  wisaly,  tkoae  grave  social  and  political  ques- 
tions whlca  are  continnally  comiag  ap  andar  insU- 
tations  like  ours,  aad  added  the  remark  that  U  this 
oould  be  done  anywhere,  it  could  be  done  in  Boeton. 
In  the  summer  aad  aatuma  of  1852.  the  dty  au- 
thorities of  Boston  were  aegotiatlng  with  the  hoase 
•f  Baring  Brotheis  *  Co.  of  London,  for  a  loan  of 
money,  and  by  way  of  giviag  to  these  genltomea  a 
knowledge  of  oar  maalclpai  coaditioa,  and  some 
meaae  of  forming  an  eetimate  of  our   maniclpal 
credit.    Mr.   Major  Beaver  direct*!  the  manlclp.1 
documents  of  the  year,  as  far   as  published,  to  be 
forwarded  to  them  in  London,  and  among  them,  of 
course,  was  the  Bepcit  in  quesUon.    The  managing 
partner  of  this  hoase  at  thst  time  was  Mr.  Joehaa 
Batee,  In  his  yoath  a  resideat  of  Boetoo,  who  al- 
ways watched  its  growth  and  prosperity  with  aa 
affectloaate  Interest  which  time  never  chilled.    The 
iieport  fell  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Batee,  and,  as  he 
said  in  a  letter  to  the  mayor,  he  read  It  "with  great 
Interest,  bdng  Impressed  with  the  importwice  to 
fatare  geaeratioaa  of  each  a  Ubrary  as  is  recom- 
mended" therdn.  He  cloeed  his  commanlcation  with 
making  the  muniflceat  donation  of  fifty  tiionsaod 
dollars,  to  porchase  books  which  shoald  be  "free  to 
»ll,"  with  BO  other  reettictiaas  than  might  be  neces- 
M^  for  their  preservation,  on  condition  that  Uie 
dty  ahoald  provide  a  saitable  boUdlng. 

It  Is  hardly  aaoessary  to  add  that  the  geoeroas 
offer  of  Mr.  Betas  was  gratefully  accepted  by  the 
trastees  aad  the  dty.  From  that  moment  Uie  sac- 
oees  of  the  library  became  assared.  It  was  ( pened 
la  Masoa  street,  la  1854,  with  about  twdve  thouiaad 
volumes,  and  in  1858  in  Boylston  street,  with  about 
sixty  thousand.  To  Mr.  Bates,  more  than  to  any 
one  man,  belongs  the  honor  of  being  theifounderof 
the  Public  Ubrary,  and  Uie  librar>  which  he  found- 
ed wae  a  library  ia  conformity  wlUi  the  scheme  laid 
downia  Mr.  Tltkoot's  Beport  and  snch  as  we  now 

enjoy.  , 

Aad  the  plan  sketched  ia  this  Beport  was  as  novel 
as  it  was  generous.  Before  tbat  time  there  had  been 
in  all  paru  of  Christendom  ample  librariee  open  to 
the  use  of  scholars,  studeoti  and  members  ot  uni- 
versities; there  had  been  collections  of  books  be- 
longing to  corporate  bodies,  or  to  literary  and  scien- 
tific assodations.  and  used  by  members  of  such 
bodlee;  there  had  been  circulating  libraries  from 
which  books  were  lent  for  money;  but  in  Mr-  Tick- 
Dor's  Beport.  so  far  as  we  know,  there  was  preeented 
for  the  first  time,  Uxe  deeign  of  a  great  paWlc  Hbrary 
which  shoald  form  part  of  a  comprehensive  fcheme 
of  popular  education,  In  which  the  books  should 
drcniate,  freely  and  gratuitously,  among  all  the  In- 
kebitaau  of  a  large  dty. 

The  ^aa  was  not  at  first  received  with  nnquallfled 
favor.  Both  lu  expediency  and  feasibility  were 
doubted  by  some  whose  oplalons  on  such  subjects 
were  entiUed  to  the  higheet  respect.  But  no  such 
doubts  now  exist,  and  the  unanimity  of  judgment 
which  prevails  as  to  the  entire  success  of  the  leading 
feature  of  the  Public  Ubrary— the  circulauon  and 
diffusion  of  the  books  among  the  whole  community 
— Tindlcatee  the  prophetic  sagadty  of  Mr.  Ticknor 
aad  the  magalficant  llbwallty  of  Mr.  Bates. 

Hor  should  we.  In  enumerating  Mr.  Tlcknor's 
claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  city  omit,  to  sute  that 
he  has  served  for  fourteen  years  In  the  capadty  of 
trustee,  devoting  a  large  share  of  his  time  and 
Uioaghu  to  the  lnt«-e«u  of  the  library,  and  that  he 
has  been  oae  of  lu  largest  benefactors  In  the  Way  of 
ulrect  gift,  having  bestowed  upon  It  not  lest  than 
six  thousand  volume,  many  of  them  rare  and  valu- 
able, besidss  saaps  and  pain  pi  lett. 


f  — 


»or  all  these  lerTlcee  there ie  « largedebt  of  gwu 
mL  due  wMr.  Ticknor  from  hi. 'tocm-cltiieni 
lfLt^n.^f  which  the  b«.t  la.  qae.t<*«l.  .n  w^ 
kao^^g»ent  but  not  .  payment.    For  many  rear. 
^hrritrS blithe  beoeflt  of  hi.  ripe  cu.tiftion 
I'ptVoowIedg.  of  book.,  .nd  ot  hi.  practlc^ 
3U.e,  m  which  U.t  point  few  men  of  buelnM. 
frlmTari  his  .uperlor..    HI.  learnlnjc  •«<»  ^m- 
niuhmenu  .re  the  re.uU  of  lel.ure  .nd  opportunity 
lC"dwea«mpl0Ted.     When  he  entered  upon 
Hf?  the  country  wm   comp.r.tlTely  young,  .nd 
\Zr.T.rZ^  f/w  in  whom  there  we«  me.  the  wUh 
Ud  the  power  to  derote  themselre.  to  .  lift,  of  lib. 
iTl  cuUure.    The  number  of  .uch  I.  now  l.rRely  1.- 
S  MTfor  the  country  I.  older,  and  '•'  «ore  Pro.- 
wrou..    HI.  example  I.  to  be  commended  to  the 
TcZ  .cholar.  of  the  community,  cpeclally  .uch 
LTo"-.  tbat  gift  of  leuure  which  U  a  ble...«g  or 
t^cor..  according  a.  It  I.  employed.    From  him  and 
from  hi.  friend  Mr.  Ererett.  a  man  of  kindred  .pint. 
^MlJ^ated  With  hlmln  the  chargeoft^^^^^^^ 
-la  them.ee  that  learning.  «tcompll.hment...«d 
i  ta^i  are  never  more  worthily  employed  th^  wheo 
I  ««t^  for  the  good  of  other.,  training  and  e^eTat- 
'  ng  t^  m  nd.  and  feeding  with  conrenlent  food  tha 
buVger  for  k;owledge  which  U  one  of  the  nobleat 
attribute,  of  humanity.       . 


^t    gj)tteUoii     Cimes. 


WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER    2,    1868. 


POPULAR    ENTERTAINMENTS. 

We  confMi  that  we  were  nerer  more  sur- 
priseti  than  we  were  laat  ereaiag,  to  see  such 
H  crowded  uttendtnce  at  the  Town  Hall,  not- 
withstanding  that   the  weather  wa«  quite  an 
seTere  a«  it  had  been  on  any  previous  occa- 
sion  during  th«  winter.      Lait  nlKht'a  ter- 
mintited  llie  series  of  winter  entertainments  ; 
and  it  m«ut  be  a  matter  of  regret  that  such 
was      the     case,      for     in      our       opinion 
they    miiiht    hate    been    continued    at  anr 
rate      until     the    latter    end    of    October. 
All  are  of  one  opinion  as   to   the   benefits  of 
the   system  of  popular  entertainments  which 
has  been  so  succesafuMy  established;  the  over- 
flowing  audienciM   at  all  the  enterUinmenta 
clearly  demonstrated  that  they  hare  mei  with 
universal  approval ;  bat  it  must  have  been  a 
matter  of   Mime  wonderment  that  the  oppor- 
tunity was  not  taken   at    the  close  of  last 
night' II  entertHininent.to  thank  the  committee, 
in   a  formal  vote,  for   the  services  they  had 
rendered  to  the  public  and  to   request  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  rea  lings  until  the  season  had 
so  far  a-lvanced  ««   to  render  in-door  enj(»y- 
raents  ohjectional.le.     Tlie  omisaion  must  not 
be  attributed  to  any  absence   of   apprecmtion 
on  the  part  of   tbcae   who   were  on  the  pint- 
form  or  in  the  body  of  the  hall.  The  hour  «« a* 
far  advanced,  tuxl  the  matter  waa  overlo^.ked 
througli  sheer  frfet fulness. 

In  all  our  notices  of  the   popular  entertatn- 
nif  i.t«,  we  have  avoided  criticism   in  its  re^l 
^irfn»flc*tion,  in   the  cm»cioasnvaa  that  ms  all 
the  perfornian.e*  were  volunUry,  any  delect* 
should   l>e  churitably   passed   over.     If   any 
shortcomlnirs  lould  be  pointed  to,  they  would 
most  probably  cninflne  themselves  to   but  one 
feature  of  the  entertainment,  and  that  i«  that 
the  readings  for  the  most  pjirt  have   been  far 
too   lengtiiy.     If   we   said    that    last    niglifs 
entertaioineiit  was  quite  as  successful  as  was 
Hntici|ia:el,  we   s  luuM   be  saying   what   no 
one  present  would   give   us  cretlit  for  believ- 
ing. NO  f«r  a*  the  musical  department  was  con- 
cerned,the  perforniancea  were  excel  entbut  the 
re»dint«s  were  the  failing  characteristi.-  Th  )»« 
of  the  Very  Kev   the    Dwi   and   llr  Ollivier  1 
were  to«j   lengtliy   to   be  entertaining.     The 
other  reading",  however,  did  not  trespass  ao 
much  upon  the  patience  of  the  audience,  who 
were  cvi  kntly  in  favour  of  brevity. 

The  Opening  Addrcs*  waa  deliT^red  by  the 
Very  Kev.  the  Bi!«liop  of  Christchurcli.      His 
lordship   referre<l   bfiefly    to   the    lieneflcial 
result*   which   were    lertsin  to    follow    the 
movement.     It  had  b^en  said  that  the  move- 
nitnt  WHS  intendetl   for  the  working  classea, 
and  he  trusted  that  sudi  was  the    case.      1  he 
working  man  occupied  the  most  dignified  p<»si- 
tio.v,   and  though    he  did    not    work    with 
his    han.ie,    he    claimed    the     position  —  he 
might  say  the  dignity— of  the   workmg  man. 
{A|.l)Uus«)     His  Lordship  tlwn  rsferred  to 
the  progTSBme  s|  tome  length,  »nd  exprwied 
his  conviction  that  tlie  series  of  enter tain- 
menu  which   had  been  eslabliahed  would  be 
pnidactive  altk«  of  ImprovsmAt  Mul  instruc- 
tion. 

The  readings    in  the  first  part  of   the  pro- 
gramme  were  *'  The   Lady  and  the  Knight,' 
hy     Mr     J.     G.    Hswkes »     a     portion    of 
••  Enoch  Arden,*  by  the  Very  Rev   the  Dean, 
of  Cliristchurdi  ;  »nd  '*  The  Relics  of  Gene- 
ral Chaite  "  by  Mr   OIllTier.     All  three  were 
pretty  well  read  ;    but  the   audience    were 
wearied   almost   beyond    endurance    by    the 
latter  two.     We   tru  t  that  in  future  better 
julgmi^nt   will  be  shewn  by   those  who  an- 
nuum-e      their      intention      to      read.        It 
resta  more    with    the     committee,    perl-aps, 
tu      place      a      limit      on      mm:!)     reading 
Such    a    course,    we    are  persuaded,   would 
be   productivo   of  more  general   satisfaction. 
The   musical    portion  of    the  entertainment 
(▼ocal  ai  d  instrumental),   was  a   redeeming 
feature  ;  and  all  who   ttM>k   part   in   it  have 
evvry  reason    to  congratulate   themselves  on 
the  sac(«ss  which  atten  led  their  performances, 
and  the  manner  in  which   they    were  appre- 
clate<i  by  over  a  thousand  people  of  all  classes. 
The  violin   and   pianoforte   duet   by    Messrs 
Bonnington    and    Waddington   was   a   treat 
which      the      audience     did      not     fail    to 


appreciate,  for  loud  calls  for  an  encore  were 
kept  up  for  a  considerable  time.  The  rules 
of  the  committee,  however,  forbid  repetitions. 
A  tenor  smx  horn  solo  by  Mr  Packer  was  also 
well  received  ;  and  the  pianoforte  sonata  — 
«♦  t:onsol8tion."  by  Mr  J.  A.  Waddington, 
was  admirably  given  and  justly  applauded 

By  the  time  the  first  part  of  the  programme 
was  gone  through,  it  was  nearly  ten  o'clock  ; 
and   the  Chairman  of   Committee  (Mr  Olli- 
vier)    was      obliged     to      announce      that  , 
it     would    be     necessary     to     curtail      the  [ 
second    part    unless    the    audience   were  in  | 
favour  of  iu   being  given  from  beginning  to  • 
end      The  show  of   Jianrts   was   aecwe<i.r   i« 
the  affirmative,  and  with  the  omission  of  a 
reading  by  the  Rev   E.  A.  Ungard,  the  pro- 
Rramme  was  carried  out  in  its  entirety.     Mr 
A  ('  Cottrell  wss  announced  to  read  "  Ii«rry 
O'B  annigan's   Letter  to  his   wife  Judy   at 
Mullinafad,"  and  he  acted  up  to   bu  promise 
in  a  manner  which  brought  the  house  down 
in    roars   of    laughter.      The    glea    "  Conae 
Bounteous  May."  followed  ;   and   afterwards 
Mr  J.  F.  M'Cardsll  commenced  to  read   from 
Dickens,  but  owing  to  s<ime  interruption    he 
discontinued    before  he   had  proceeded   far 
with  his  reading,   telling   the  audience   that 
he  considered  it  adviaable  to  Uke   warning  m 
time.    Mr  M'Cardell  whs  assured  that  the 
interruption  had  not  the  sanction  of  anything 
like  the  mi  jority  of  the  audience,   but  he  de- 
clined to  process.      The  instrumenUl  septet 
was     indeed     a     charming     performance, 
the    composition     being      interpreted     with 
great      accuracy.         The      glee      "  Blow, 
Gentle  Gales,"  was  also  a  success.      Messrs 
Zincgraf  and    Palairet   also  rendered    good 
service  at  the  piano. 

Mr  C.  C.  Bowen  delivered  the  concluding 
address.     He  expressed    the  gratification  he 
felt  at  the  high  degree  of  success  which   had 
attended  the  series   of  entertainments  just 
now  about  to   be  brought  to   a  close,  and 
hoped      it      would      stimulate      the      com- 
mittee     to      do     something      more       than 
they      had      done     already.       He      noticed 
from  the  reports  in  the  newspapws  that  it 
was  proposed  by  one  of  the  Committee  that 
the  surplus  proceeds  should   be  devoted  to  a 
fund   for  the  establishment  of    a  free  library. 
(Applauae.)       He    thought    the    Committee 
acted      wisely       in       deciding       that      the 
surplus    should    be  spent    to    more    imme- 
diate  advantage  ;  but   still.  — 
^^-y.     rie  believ( 

that  a  Tree  library  was  an  abiiolute 
necessity  in  a  free  state,  and  insUnced 
the  working  of  the  institution  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  America,  which  he  had  had 
the  pleasure  of  Tisiting.  The  example  offered 
by  Boston  was  one  which  evsry  free  State 
ought  to  follow.  That  library  was  for  the 
most  part  endowed  by  magnificent  private 
gifts  ;  and  although  Canterbury  had  not 
arrived  at  that  sUte  of  perfection  as  to  enable 
a  library  to  be  similarly  endowed,  still  the 
lunderUking  could  be  carredtoasuccessfi  ' 

form  thi»  nucleus  of   a  free 
I  library.     At  the  present  time  all  tho**,  "*"" 
■  bound  volumes  which  hud  cost  the  province  a 
large  sura  of  money  were  carefully  sheltered 
under  red   curtains    from   every  chance    cf 
being  made  use  of  ;  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  well   worth    the    consideration    of    Fro- 
vincial     Councillors,    whethtr    they     would 
not      be       conferring      a       great       beneflt  i 
to  the  State  if  they  were  to  open  that  library 
ana  place  It  at  the  disposal  of  everyone  within 
reach  of  it.  (Cheers.)    If  such  a  nucleus  were 
procured,  subsCTiptions  would  flow  in,  and  by 
degrees  they  could  establish  a  free   library, 
raiding  and  lecture  room.     By   degrees   they 
might  have  a  real   popular  college  without 
entrance  fees,  examinations,  or  fixed   tnn«s 
when  anyone  would  go  and  enquire  for  what 
information   he   pleased— where   some   could 
find  useful  recreuion    and    others    acquire 
special  knowledge  on   some    subject    which 
they   wished   to  get  up.      The    question  of 
^ticition  was  a  mo^t  Important  one.     In   hi* 
opinion,  not  one  of    the  <»lonis«  of   England 
h«d  placed  the  question  of  eduction  where  it 
ought   to   be   mentioned   among  all  political 
questions  —  absolutely     in    the      first    rank 
(♦-heers).      If     the    people     were    narrow- 
minded   snd   ignorant,  their   representatives 
must    be    likewise,    whereas.    «f    they   laid 
the  foundation   of   education  f^eep  and  brjad 
nmong  the  people,  they  might  with  confidence 
W,k  forward  to    a   pr.>speroua  future,  and    to 
rulers  who  wnmld  be  a  credit  to  the  country 
CJiurches   and   scImioIs  mlghtdotheirw.fi 
b«t  thev  eould  not  do  everything.    They  h%n 
,ea»n  to  be  thankful  for  the  success  which 


had     attended    the    present    experiment    ot  l 
popular     ensertalomenH,    because     it     had  I 
pointed     out     the     way     by     wliioh    they ' 
might    secure    a    ancial    education,    broad, 
outi^preading    and  liberal,  outside  churches 
and  s^rhoolB  ;  and   supplement  their  efforts, 
correct  their  mistakes  and  soften  their  pre- 
judices—by   which    they    might    secure    an 
education  which  might  be  called  "  National  " 
in  the  highest  sense  of  the  word.     (Cheers.) 

The  National  Anthem  was  then  sung,  and 
thus  the  proceedings  terminated  at  five 
minut9s  to  1 1  o'clock.  The  musical  part  of 
the  entertainment  wag  under  the  direction  of 
Mr  Bonnington,  and  the  Tocal  under  that  of 
Mr  McCardttU. 


/ 


PRayiDKNCBJOURNAL. 


l^IDKNCB^C 


MO™^Y  MORNING,  NOV.  30,1868. 


I  Deatk  of  Pr«r.  JIIImm. 

.  Hardly  have  we  ceased  to  moara  the  loss  of 
:  Pro/.  Jewett,  ere  we  are  called  upon  to  record  the 
I  death  of  another  distinguished  officer  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  Prof.  William  B.  Jillson  died  at 
I  his  home  in  Jamaica  Plain,  yesterday  afternoon, 
at  four  o'clock,  in  the  4tth  year  of  his  age. 
His  disease  was  consumption,  by  which  he  had 
again  and  again  been  prostrated,  and  against 
which  he  had  for  many  years  struggled.  Mr , 
Jillson  was  a  native  of  Wmmiimm,  .WUWi  He 
pursued  his  preparatory  studies  at  Day's  Academy, 
so  called,  and  in  the  Fall  of  1841,  entered  the 
Freshman  class  of  Brown  University,  graduating 
in  1846,  having  been  obliged  to  l<rave  college  one 
year  in  consequence  of  feeble  health. 

Immediately  upon  graduating  he  accepted  an 
appointment  in  the  Providence  High  School, 
where  he  taught  ""^veral  years  with  usefulness 
and  success.  He  afterwards  took  charge  of  the 
High  School  in  Bristol.  Many  of  his  pupils,  as 
they  read  the  notice  of  his  death,  will  recall  his 
faithful  services,  his  open,  smiling  countenance, 
and  bis  pleasant  words  of  encouragement  and 
love.  In  1850  he  left  Bristol  for  j:urope,  where 
he  remained  several  years,  devoting  his  time  main- 
ly to  the  modem  languages,  and  to  the  study  of 
Library  Economy,  under  the  advice  and  direction 
of  his  intimate  friend  and  correspondent.  Prof. 
Jewett.  Upon  his  return  he  gave  instruction  lor 
a  time  in  French  and  German  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity, leaving  here  tu  accept  of  a  Professorship  in 
Columbian  college  at  Washington.  He  remained 
at  this  institution  upwards  of  five  years,  teaching 
Rhetoric  and  the  Modern  Languages,  and  giving, 
as  we  know  personally,  universal  satisfaction. 

But  the  tastes  and  studies  of  Prof.  Jillson  led 
him  rather  to  Bibliographical  pursuits,  and  he  ac- 
cepted a  situation  in  the  Patent  Office,  in  care  of 
the  library,  which  he  afterwards  relinquished  f^ 
a  similar  situation  in  the  Public  Library  of  Bos- 
ton. Here  he  spent  the  last  few  years  of 
as  chief  of  the  catalogue  department.  In 
tion  with  Prof.  Jewett  and  his  assistants,  le 
pared  and  carried  through  the  preos  tw 
loguea  of  this  large  and  choice  collection  of  bg^ks 
the  most  thorough,  the  most  useful,  aiid  the  best 
alphabetical  and  classified  catalogues  that  have 
ever  appeared  in  any  language.  Upon  the  dOith 
of  the  Superintendent  in  Jannary  last,  he  was 
unanimously  appointed  by  the  directors  as  his 
successor  :  but  his  health  was  too  precarious,  and 
he  reloctantl};^ declined  the  honor. 

Prof.  Jillson  married  Harriet  L.  Gladding,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  G(X)rge  W.  Gladding,  of  this 
cit^.  She  with  three  children  survive  to  mourn 
his  l<Mi.  A  few  months  since,  he  made  a  public 
profession  of  religion,  joining  the  Congrei;ation- 
alist  church  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Per- 
kins, of  Jamaica  Plain.  His  work  is  now  done. 
Us  activitira  and  responsibilities  have  ceased, 
and  he  has  entered  upon  his  eternal  rest. 

Hit  funeral,  we  learn,  will  be  on  Monday,  at 
11|  o'clock,  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Bebecca  M. 
Gladding,  No.  a?  Prospect  street. 


s- 


With  Supplement     ■ 


BATURDAY,  NOVEMBEli  28,  18G8. 


DiATB  or  Pbov.  Jiluoh.— We  are  deeply  paiucd 
to  have  to  announca  the  dcatli  of  Proibssor  William  E. 
J iUson,  of  Uie  Poblic  Library  of  tbU  city.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  ran>  excellenco  of  character,  and  literary 
accoDipUehnicnts,  and  particularly  well  qualidud  for 
the  important  poiiition  which  he  has  tor  yoars  occapicd 
in  oar  Public  Library.  His  culture  was  veiy  exten* 
bIvo,  and  yet  very  nice.  Ho  excelled  a!t  a  linguist,  alike 
hi  modem  and  iu  ancient  tonguei,  and  was  taruiliar 
with  books  to  an  extent  equalled  by  very  fow  in  this 
country. 

Prof.  Jillson  died  of  oonsamption,at  hid  re3ldon<»<  on 
Ctiestnut  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  yesterday  aAeruoon, 
after  a  lingering  illness,  aged  43  years. 

Mr.  JUlson  was  burn  in  W^UtwwwiWg)  tJaaa^  In  his 
youth  bo  was  a  pupil  of  the  late  superlutendcnt, 
Profes-Hor  Jewett,  when  that  gentleman  was  head 
of  an  academy  at  Wreutliam,  in  this  State.  Subne- 
quently  be  studied  and  graduated  at  Brown  Unl- 
Ti  reity.  He  then  spent  two  years  in  Europe,  en- 
gaged in  biblic^raphical  studiefl,  having  chosen 
tlM  plaoe  of  a  librarian  as  his  profuxaion.  Ho  was  at  a 
later  period  connected  with  the  Smithsonian  laititute 
at  Washington,  and  sulMeqiieiitly  wa-<  librariaa  of  the 
PatoDt  oflice,  and  aluoln  a  profi-strio^al  ]>oiiit)on  in  that 
etty.  Uls  vacations  were  spent  at  the  Nurth,  and  dur- 
ing; tlie  preftaratlon  t>{  the  original  natalogue  ijT  tho 
Bates  Hall  of  the  Public  Library,  he  was  Mr.  Jewo(t'« 
ohlaf  asttintant  at  such  Reasons.  His  eminent  ability 
finally  induced  the  trustees  to  invite  him  to  the  libra- 
ry, and  his  duties  were  defined  by  the  creation  of  a 
a|ie<-lal  ofBce.  When  Mr.  Jewett  died,  la  January 
laiit,  the  unaiiliDOOs  choice  of  the  trustees  at  onoe  AsU 
Bpon  Mr.  Jillson  as  his  suooessor;  but  the  Inroads  of 
bis  dLMwae  were  at  that  time  apparent,  and  his  pbrsl- 
olan  advised  hU  declination  of  the  offer.  Ho  continued, 
bowtBver,  to  retain  bis  connection  witli  the  Institution 
•nd  by  advice  and  as  much  personal  attention  as  be 
•ould  l>estow,  has  I>een  of  great  service  up  to  the  day  o' 
hlii  death.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  several  children. 

Funeral  services  wlU  be  attended  at  his  late  rest 
dence,  to-morrow  aft«i-nooa,  at  4^  o'clock.  Tlie  re- 
mains will  be  taken  to  Providence  for  interment  oa 
Monday. 


E 
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Drath  OP  Paor.  Jillson,  op  trb  Public  LisRiRv.—Thii 
gentleman  would  have  been  the  late  Mr  Jewelll  toocetsor  to 
the  office  oT  t^apertDteodent,  had  not  hit  pbyalclaos  advi(K-d 

againit  hli  arceptioK  the  pott  wbeD  the  Trustees  odered  il  to 
btm.  Before  conni.'CiinR  bimsel'  wiih  the  Library,  Id  the  ca- 
pacity of  Qenerml  AMi^taoi,  he  bad  bad  the  edneatioD  of  a 
biblio^rapbt'r  bjr  (peclal  tiiudiri  under  the  late  Boperinteod- 
enl,  before  ibe  Utter  waa  cal)e<l  to  bif  poaition,  and  be  bad 
derived  tupetXewx  by  two  yean'  ttodtM  lo  the  varlout  libra- 
Htt  of  Kurope,  and  «■  Librarian  of  ibe  Library  attached  to 
the  Patrut  Office  in  Waabiogtoa.  flu  ftttx.  abljitie*  be- 
came evident  to  the  Trustee*  of  ibe  Public  Library  from 
Ibe  taiual  lervioe  lie  reodervd  lo  the  preptratloa  of 
tbv  first  Catalo^e  va  tbe  upper  llt>rar]r  id  INM  and 
lKf>9.  Id  July  and  Auguitt  uf  1845,  tie  waa  agaio  ttra- 
porarily  eicpioye^l  on  the  tiupplcmt-nlary  Toiome  uf  the 
CatMtrtie,  when  the  Truateea  t.lougbt  to  well  oT  bU  arr- 
vicet  that  they  invited  him  to  All  a  apeclal  office,  vbicb  tbcy 
made  to  iuii  hta  remarkable  talculi,  ao<i  m  October  be  en- 
ter<^l  upei  hii  dutiHi.  Ii;>ii^,  ]gd7,  be  whi  attacked  lo 
the  Library  with  bleeding  of  ihe  lungt,  aloce  which  lime, 
al  bouKh  at  timea  aeemiog  lo  r<yniperatc,  be  baa  been  gr4<lii- 
ui\s  tailing  lo  (ireDgtb,  though  never  in  ene^y,  until  hia 
pbjr^ical  i^Ddarance  gave  out  eoilrely  a  few  w»eks  •locc  He 
waa  at>out  44  y tari  old. 
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EVENING   TRANSCRl^ 

"1)^^^  OF  Pbok.  .Ti.xgoK.      Prof   WTllUm 
E.jm«K)n,   General  AMBbtant   tt   the  B^'ton 
I-ublic  Library,  one  of  the  mo«t   a^lmirable  of 
scholars  and  men.  died  at  his  '«*««*«»«*''"  ^*; 
malca  Plain  yesterday  attemoon.    HU.   hetath 
has  been  infirm  for  a  considerable  period.    On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Jewett  he  wa«.  elected  Super- 
intendent  of  the    library,  but   declined   the 
no»t   from    a  conscientious    feeling   that  he 
had  not  strength  for  Us    'duties.    He   wa8  one 
of    the     most     accomplished     bibhoKrapherg 
in   the  country,  and    hi*   work    in  Uie    Pu> 
Uc    Library    was    literally    Invaluable.       To 
immen.^    knowle^l^o     of     bo..k»    ^^    J«'°«^ 
trained   habits  of    businesH,    and   bi-fbre   hw 
iiealth  f;iik<l  was  one  of  the  mo.it  energetic  as 
well  as  ^ttUigeat  of   librarians.      It    would 
seem  thanMjre  was  a  oi«*e  for  a  pension,  if  the 
city  ever  be8t«>wed   pensions.      I'rof.   Jilbwn, 
lor  a  Unall  salary,  gave   the  city  the  whole  re- 
sults of  hl»rare  culturo,  and  died  of  overwork 
in  its  service.    The  Public  Library  killed  hini. 
Only  those  who  know  the  extent  and  the  value 
of  his  services  to  that  iustitution  can  estimate 
how  deeply  he  left  tin-  i-ublio  in  debt  Ut  hU  b.- 
teaved  fiimily. 


Dailj)  iJhJcnmg  CrauclUr. 

MO>DAY,  NOVEMBER    30,  1368, 


rtjmHiAi-.— Fanenil  serviccfi  over  the  romaina  of  the 
^f^U•Xr^>t.  Wm.  E.  Jillson,  whosp  death  was  noticed  on 
•"••irtlay.  took  place  y«<t«'rtlay  »fU'ni<M>n  from  his  l»te 
»:v4dcnc«'on  Chestntit  strwt,  Jamaica  IHaln,  and  wM 
H'l..'nded  l)y  a  largo  nnml)er  of  the  friend*  of  the  de- 
Cv  -sed.  Including  Prol.  Ticknor,  of  the  Public  Ubrary, 
iMh'  otbits  coimecte<:  with  that  inflUtntlon,  A  beautl- 
f!  i  wv^th  lay  upon  the  coffin.  Kev.  F,  I*,  l^rkia*.  or 
Uio  Orthodox  church,  conducted  the  8ervlce3,  of  which 
ct  irch  the  di'Coiwod  wa«  a  membpr.  The  rcmalna  w«>re 
tiilLti)  to  Provhlonc*'  this  morning  fur  iutertaent. 


Bo0ton  Jonrnal. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNIWO.  DEd.*2,  '6^ 


MORNINGJDrnON. ! 

The  I ATB  rao*  Jilusow.  "tne  Hoard  at  Traaten  ot 
the  PoWlc  i^^nry  «t  a  spPcW  raeotini,  hrtd  yesteraty 
aftPTBOon.  adopted  the  toWowing  tewloUona  by  a  unan- 

'°«"irt/ •"'f,  That  in  the  Hf  ath  of  Wro.  Everett  .Tlllron. 
(Jr%»\  AfiVi.tart  ot  this  Library,  thv  In-'ltutlou  ha* 
hS  an  f  ff.cor  of  rare  attalnmentB.  practiced  efflcioncy 
aSdl.criniinatlr»f  UUnt»;  the  public  «  »"".«r"»"^« 
to  thX  intPrfi-t«  in  the  admlniaratlon  of  It^  aflain',  and 
thil  Board  an  agent  lu  whom  thev  had  unvarying  c^d- 
fldencp,Md  for  Whose  character  tiiey  entertained  great 

**  Ae«i«i.  Tharthis  Board  ortHc  to  hl«  penm%A  ftm- 
llT^lWIumiir  of  their  |topp  9>o»P»'hy.^^^ 

B(9Sed,  ftKt  thee«  lefclutlong  '>e  «t(j|iM|ion  the 
HK^^rtt  the  Brnrd.  ardf  copy  of  the  nShi^  traa- 
spitted  to  the  family  ol  iLe  lamenied  dead. 


BOSTON    POST. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LIBBAIIT. 

The  oomiDg  report  of  «hl8  iDiiltoiioD  tor  tbfl  year  1W7-8, 
will  eoable  oar  citlecDS  to  Me  Jait  what  a  pojilloo  It  ooooplM 
amODK  the  iibrariei  of  Ibis  ooontry  aod  the  wofW,  and  Joat 
tbc  work  U  i>  doing— a  work  at  ttka  momeot  we  aixlerstaDd 
greater  than  ever  before  in  111  hitlorji  and  tte  gain,  tboi^tb 
iLar^M  ta  the  kmer  ball,  it  coomderably  uore  bo  in  tbe 
Balea  UaU.  Of  the  five  libraries  io  the  ooontry  having  orer 
one  bandred  ibonBand  volumea,  three  are  in  Boston  and 
Cambridge.  The  Library  ot  Congreei,  with  iU  176,000  vol- 
amtt,  bead*  the  list)  the  Pnbtto  Library  eonea  next,  with  ita 
146,0001  and  then  comes  the  Astor,  Harvard  College,  and  the 
EostoD  Atbenceum.  The  Library  of  Congrets  Hands  first  for 
facilities  of  growing,  and  oor  Institatioo  next— for  tboogh  the 
New  York  Uercantlte  Library  has  an  Income  fully  equal  to 
our  Public  Library's,  tbclr  excessive  purchases  of  dupUeates 
of  ephemeral  books,  wbioii  are  sold  otr  when  stale,  prevents 
Itaesame  permanent  enlargements.  No  other  library  has  aa 
income  within  $28,000  as  much.  The  Aator's  looome  to  not 
much  over  a  quarter  of  it. 

The  Athenaeum  has  100,000  Tolomos)  the  neat  largest  in 
Boston  is  the  Blate  Library  (28,600),  and  there  are  four 
others  coDtainiDg   ov^r  10,000  volumes.     Tbe  only  o(>er 
cities  baviug  public  libraries  of  any  size  are  New  Bedtord  and 
Cincinnati,  aod  each  of  these  has  Karoely  more  than  20.000 
vohtmes.   The  Boston  Public  Librsry  increased  8300  volumes 
the  past  yesr,— a  considerable  gain  on  tbe  average  Increase, 
and  nearly  four  times  tbe  yearly  gain  of  tbe  Astor  and   Uar- 
vard  College;  over  three  tline«  tbat  of  tbe  Atbensaom.    Tbe 
LI  braiy  of  Congress,  owing  to  its  recent  absorplioa  of  other 
collections,  has  ebown  for  three  years  i>aRt  an  annoalgaln  or 
28,000.    Tbe  New  Vork  Mercantile   Library,  by  l,M;^«at  ad- 
ditions of  popular  books  in  duplicate,  exceeds  aflv.lhe  in- 
crease of  our  library.    Not  much  less  than  one'h||)f  of  tbe 
porchasea  for  the  year  have  been  booka  newly  published,  an4 
nearly  1000  volumes  have  been  given.    Ona-qna^W  of  tbe 
entire  Lower  Hall  collections  arc  duplicates  of  pop9(  books. 
The  Library  poscesMs  nearly  0000  other  doplloataa,  hdd  for 
exchange.    The  pamphlets  have  recently  all  been  assorted, 
aod  when  arranged  for  binding,  will  be  catakogned  and  Jlna 
their  places  as  booka  on  tbe  shelves.    Ths  recent  appeal  to 
oitiiens  to  send  in  ibis  kind  of  printed  matter  has  been  liber- 
ally rri'pondeJ  toj   but  more  are  wanted,  and  every  lot 
alTords   tbe   means    tor   completing    flies    and    series   by 
tubjtct  and  aotbor,  which   finally  fits  tbera  for  binding. 
1  be  pamphlet  collection  in  Its  present  state  is  exceedingly 
valuable,  and  is  exceeded  only  in  numbers  by  those  of  Har- 
vard College,  tbe  Atbena>um  aod  the  Library  of  Coarress. 
Ths  Buperlntendeot  thinks  considerable   progress  will  be 
made  during  the  coming  year  in  getting  it  Into  a  practicable 
shape,  and  our  oitiaeos  by  gifts  of  such  aceumulatiooa,  which 
may  be  of  no  value  to  them,  can  greatly  assist  in  makinff  it 
tbe  most  perfect  aa  well  as  the  best  managed  eoltectioo  lo  the 
oonotry.    We  have  here  about  u«  tbe  great  balk  of  what  the 
coontiy  possesses  that  Is  valuable  In  tUs  way.    At  Iba  Put>- 
Uc  Librarj.at  tbe  AtheMeum,  at  Harvard  College,  at  the 
lilstorlcal  Society,  at  the  Uoogregstionai  Library,  It  wouU 
go  bard  wiih  an  investigator  if  be  aoold  not  find  what  be 
wanted  In  Uteir  sggregale  collection  of  35J,000  pamt>bkts. 

The  new  safeaoards,  wUlon  were  unfolded  in  tbe  reqolrc- 
menta  (rem  appHcaots  o»  two  namea  for  reference  If  need  be, 
have  decreased  the  loases  of  the  library  »rom  uolalthfal  bor- 
rowers to  ooe-ifventb  of  what  tuey  were  ihe  prevloos  year, 
beside  ralsicf  the  teneral  tone  of  eorreciness  in  the  freqoeot- 
ers,  who  have  not,  h-jwever,  fWm  this  pargatloa,  dlmtniahea 
in  numbers.    A  compari»<wi  of  the  requirements  in  libraries 
of  all  sorts  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  shows  ibat  at  no 
other  library  where  Ibete  U  tbe  promlscuou*  clieotaga  of  a 
coDsUleraWe  city,  are   there    so  lew    restrlctlooa   Imposed. 
The  Public  Ubrary  of  Cincinnati  rtquires  a  pecuniary  euar- 
anty  from  its  citixens.    Ihe  new  safetruards  instead  ol  re- 
tsrdint    the    rogUtration,    seemed    to    sooelerate    it,   for 
never  befwe  tave  names  come  in  so  rapidly.    In  lesa  than 
a  quarter  ol  tbe  caaes  was  it  n*«c8sary  to  make  any  Invesii- 
gnilonoulMde  ofthebulWlDg.    In 'iJJ  caacs,  ther^ere  de- 
liberate efforts  to  dcc*'lve,  and  cards  were  deol^^^Me  pro- 
port  ion  of  cltlseos  using  tbe  library  is  fully  as  I^^V  «*P*-'- 
rlenoe  In  other  plaoe*  shows  lo  be  possible  tttljpt  of  ihe 
same  site.    The  library  ordei-ed  about  1000  boot's  last  year 
at  the  request  of   iia  frequenlersi  and  they  failwl  to  do  so 
upon  foch  demand  in  only  six  or  eight  eases,  aod  asnally  be- 
cause the  title  WBS  too  vagoely  givto  to  recognixe  ttic  book 
by  it.   ApT»really  about  a  qnarttr  of  those  uring  the  library, 
and  who  give  occupations,  are  of  the  class  of  book-keepers, 
salesmen  and  clerka. 


The  Beading  Boom  has  now  by  fSr  the  l>eat  eolleotioo  of 
pcriodicails  taken  at  one  place  in  tbe  United  etalM.    Tbe 
four  largest  in  the  country  show  these  numbersi— Public 
Llbiary,  Boston,  287i  Cooper  Union,  N.  Y.,  2l6t  N.  Y.  Mer- 
cantile  Library,    160;   Library   of   Oougreas,  123)    Boston 
AihcnBEum,  116.    The  gain  of  readers  ior  ibe  year  over  any 
following  record,  I*  marked.      The    system   of  deUverlng 
periodicals  upon  call  continues  satisfactory  to  such  as  use  tbe 
roomt  but  pot  lo  such  as  etay  away.    Their  emericooe  at 
the  Public  Library  ol  Mancbeiter  cBngland),  has  forced  them 
to  the*  same   plan.    The   Public  Library   has  now  It  seems, 
alter  repeated  efforts  to  supply  the  deficient  numbers,  200 
lo^ffie*  of  back  periodicals  unbound  and  kept  firom  use,  be- 
cause  they  arc  deficient  in  from  one  to  a  dosen  numbers  each, 
which  loss  came  from  tbe  exposure  without  restraint  of  the 
numbers  on  the  tables,  for  eight  years  previous  to  Ibe  two  last. 
Tbe  Buperlntendeot  olTrrs  a  plan  of  cooduoting  the  annual 
examination  by  Instalments  through  tbe  year,  putting  the 
whole  und»  r  the  charge  of  a  few  drilled  bands,  lo  be  con- 
stantly employed,  aa  the  only   practicable  way  of  meeting 
Ibe  demand  for  the  Ubrary's  never  closing  lor  tbe  examina- 
tion.   It  is  a  plan  never  yet  attempted  for  the  reeurrcat  ex- 
aroluBiion  of  lar»?e  libraries,  aod  will  ncoessiUte  an  addition 
to  the  pay-roll  of  11600  to  $2000. 

It  Is  announced  tbat  the  printing  of  a  third  vohune  of  tbe 
Bites  Hall  Catalogue  will  probably  begin  during  tbe  coming 
yean  the  bolleiint  have  proved  a  great  (oooess,  and  editloaa 
ol  8000  have  not  seemed  too  much. 

We  understand  that  on  and  afier  tbe  first  of  January  the 
delivery  of  bfrk?  from  both  halls  will  begin  at  9  o'clock,  to- 
stead  of  10,  as  heretofore.    Our  cUiiens  only  need  to  know 
tbc  advantages  they  forego  In  not  firequenting  the  Library,  to 
beeomc  its  regular  visitors.    The  report,  of  which  we  h»ve 
given    but   a  brief  abstract,  sets  forth  what  tbe  Library  is, 
and    how    great    a   boon   it    is,   or   can  become,  to  every 
oitlsen.     It    Is  tbe    largest   and    b«t  collection    of   books 
aceesBible   lo    them.      It  Is  beUer  in  special  departments 
than    other   libraries,    particularly    devoted    lo    eaJh    de- 
partment.    Tbe   theological  or   medical    studeoU    will  not 
be   so    well    supplied     elsewhere.     Its    Italian   literature 
la  Ibe  best  eollecllon  in  the  country.    In  the  poblicstlons  and 
iranBactions  of   learned   societies,  and  in   periodicals   it  Is 
very  nch.    Nothing  ol  the  least  importance    escapes  ibe  eye 
of  those  in  chante,  which  can  add  to  the  value  of  the  depart- 
ments   of  Bnghsh   and    American  history  and    literatures. 
Books  sre  received    regularly    twice  a  month  from  London, 
Pans  an<l  Leipsic,  and  once  a  year  from  Florence.    The  new 
booVs  of  valoe  are  sent  without  detoy  in  ordering.     Bvery 
day  the  new  isfues  of  the  American  press  are  reoeived  and  It 
is  only  tbe  moat  trivial  aod  wortblesj  tbat  do  not  find  their 
way  to  tbe  shelves  lor  the  advantaae  of  some  of  ita  frequent- 
ers.     I's   promise    to   buy   what    it    does  not  possess.  If 
only  loM  of  It,  and  H  there  is  no  good  reason  for  not  buying, 
gives  Boston  the  pre-smineooe  of  abode  for  lovesligatloos  lo 
every  Moe  of  study.       


BOSTqp  DAILY  ADVERTISER. 


The  Abstract  of  the  forthcoming  rcporl  of  the 
Public  Library  showa  in  how  prosperous  a  con- 
dition it  continues  to  be.  It  will  bo  gratifying  to 
many  to  know  that  on  and  after  the  first  of  Jan- 
ui  'y  tlie  delivery  of  books  from  both  halls  will 
bc<;in  at  nine  o'clock  instead  of  ten  ai  heretofore. 
The  number  of  those  who  have  desired  to  avail 
themselves  of  its  advantages,  but  have  not  been 
able  to  yo  to  the  library  durinj^  business  hours,  is 
by  no  means  small;  and  thii  chani;;e  will  give 
them  an  opportunity  which  they  will  doubtless 
improve. 

The  report  says  the  system  of  delivering  peri- 
odicals in  the  reading-room  upon  call  "continues 
"satislactury  to  such  as  use  the  room,  but  not  to 
"such  as  stay  away."  This  is  a  light  and  easy 
way  of  disposing  of  a  question  of  much  impor. 
tancc  in  the  management  of  a  public  readinir. 
room,  but  it  is  by  no  means  satisfactory  or  just 
to  those  who  stay  away;  for  those  who  rea>l  by 
subjects,  and  who  wish  to  know  what  there 
is,  or  whetlier  tlierc  is  anything,  in  the  literature 
of  the  day,  relating  to  their  special  interests,  it  is 
manifestly  impracticable  to  use  the  reading  room 
under  this  arrangement.  Nol>o(Jy  who  desires 
to  read  stays  away  without  a  cause;  and  when  a 
reading  room  so  far  superior  to  any  other  in  the 
country  fails  to  attract  certiiinly  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  reading  public,  the  reason  given 
merits  a  different  answer. 

No  citizen  of  lioston  will  fail  to  look  with 
prido  upon  the  renewed  evidences  of  increase  in 
every  department  of  the  library.  But  the 
problem  how  to  make  the  safety  of  its  treasurer 
compatible  with  a  freer  and  more  general  use  of 
them,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intention 
of  a  public  library,  is  one  which  is  yet  to  bo 
solved. 


ThG    Public  Library. 

l|g|^)ii>K  report  of  thlH  Iniitltutiun  for  the  ycmr  imi~9, 
wiT^mme  our  cIMzeuH  Ui  ^el'  Jum  wlikt  a  poaltion  Itou- 
ciiptea  OOong  ttit;  librarieK  ut  tiiia  couiiir.r  aiiU  the  world,  | 
mill  jftut  th*-  work  It  Ir  doing— .1  work  at  this  moment  we 
iiiidcrataDd  ui'Citi*'!' than  ever  beforu  in  Its  history;  and 
the  gain,  iliuuiiti  marked  In  the  lowrr  h<ill,  is  cuunlderui- 
biy  mori'  no  hi  the  Hute.-i  llnll.  Ut  the  Qve  librarioM  In  the 
cimulry  liavhig  over  one  liiuhlrcd  thousand  vutuines, 
three  are  In  fiopton  iind  CuiuliridKe.  '1  he  lihraryot  Con- 
Krei<i,  Willi  lla  175,(UU  volumes,  heaU.s  tlic  .list;  our  I'uhllc 
I.llrary  cuineii  next,  wlih  lt<)  U5,il0<;  aud  then  conacs  the 
A(tiit, Harvard  Collrgo,  and  the  HoHton  Ath«na>uni.  The 
llbniry  ot  Conxn-KS  HUiuds  flr«i  for  I'licUIUeH  ot  growing, 
anu  our  liiiitllutlon  next— for  lhoU|{h  the  New  York  Mfi- 
caiitlle  l.ibiary  baii  un  Income  fu'ly  equal  to  the  Public 
Library "h,  ihcir  excessive  uurchrtocu  oi  duplicatosot  ephe- 
meral Looks,  which  are  all  sold  otT  when  stale,  pruveuti) 


No  other  llbrnrT  has 
The  Astor'a  Incomu  la 


the  same  p»ruianem  enl.'jrgi'mentg 
nn  invouie  wllhin  928.tHJU  :i«  much, 
not  much  over  a  qunrler  ol  it. 

I  he  Aihcim  um  has  1IM),0(K»  volomcf) ;  the  next  larjiest  In 
Uoi-tou  IB  th«  Htate   Lllirary  (dii,W)),  and  there  are  four 
others  contuUiinc  over  lU.OOO  volumes.     lh«  only  other 
cliits  hnving  public  llbrariea  ol  any  f>l/c  are  New  Bodfurd 
and  C'luclnnatJ,  and  cflch  ol  llioae  has  scan-ely  mori"  than 
^(i.WM)  \oiunieA<.      the  Boston    i'uijllc   Lib.ary   incrua'iod 
83U0  viilunies  'he  past  year,— a  CMnslderahle  gain  ou  the 
avcrat;!  Increase,  and  ufarly  four  time*  the  yearly  gain  of 
the  Astor  and  Harvard  Colli'ge;  ^ver  three  Utnealhatot 
tlitt  Alhennum.     the  Library  of  Congress,  owing  to  Ita  re 
cent  ub^ol^HlOIl  of  other  ceMecilnuii,  lias  shown   lor  Uiree 
y*ar8  past  au  anuual  yaln  nl  2h,0(H).      I  he   New  Voik  Mcr- 
caut'le  LIbiary,  by  Ita  great  additions  «f  popular  books  In 
duiilicate,  exceeds  also  the  Increase  of  our  library.      Not 
much  lei's  thiui  oni-linlt  of  the  purchancsfor  the  year  hivo 
been  Uioks  ncwly  publislied,  and  nearly   i)>U<)  volumes 
have  becu  given.      One  quarter  ot  the  entlro  Lower  Hall 
collcciloni' are  duplicates  of  popular  biioks.    The  Library 
pOi>i4et-8»R  nearly  t^OuO  other  dupllcatoa,  hPlJ  for  excb-«ngo. 
the  pamphlets  huvu  recently  all  beou  ftMorled,  and  when 
arruiigcd  tor  binding,  will   be  catalogued  and  find   thulr 
jiiaees  as  books  on  the  shelves.      Ihe  recent  uppeal  to  clt- 
i/(  II-  to  stnii  in  this  kind  of  printed  matter  has  beeo  litK>r- 
(  r:i;lT  ri ci'diiiled  to;  but  111.  re  are   wanltHi,  and  everv  lot 
ef  orils  the  means  for  computing  fltos  and  series  by  autt- 
Jecl  and  author,  which  floally  flts  them  for  binding.      The 
pinipldet  collection  in  Its  present  state  is  exceedingly  val- 
ualilo,  and  i»  cxcet  de,il  nniy  in  nnuibi-rs   l»y   those  >»r  liar- 
yard  I'ollrue,  the  Alhenaum  and  Uim  Lllirary  iif(;ongrc8a. 
ihe  iup«iluteiidrnl  thinks  considerable  programs  will  be 
ii)!i<lc  duiiiiK  the  coming  year  in  getting  it  Into  a  practica 
ble  hhtipe,  and  our  clUzeus  by  gif.«  oftuch  accnmulations 
whiebniayb*  t>l   no  valno  t<»  them,  <  an   greallv  .as^Ut  in 
Biukiiig  it' tkc  most   ppitect  as  well  a.s  Uie  best  nian.itfiHl 
collection  in  the  couulrf.     We  have  here  abouiuAUio 
great  bulk,  of  what  the  country  pussosses   that  is  valuable 
in  liiiK  way.    At  the  I'ublic  Miliary,  at  the  Athenanim,  at 
Harvard  ("'ollege,  at  the  lll»lir1oal  .Society,  at  the  (Jimgre- 
gntUmal  Librniy,  It  would  g)  liani  with  an  Investi^  Hor  if 
be  eould  not  itud  what  he  wanted  In  their  a^^gregaie  cul- 
Ucliou  ofi&e.t.i.lt  pamphlets. 

'Ihc  new  sail  tituuriis,  wnieh  were  nufoMcl  la  the  re- 
qulrenisn's  Ifiiii  aij  llcaiils  ,il  two  n.inio<  I'.ir  rcfoience  li" 
ueul  be,  have  deenased  i!iPl<)s.ses  of  the  library  I'r  i;ii  ua- 
itUthUil  borrower*  to  one-seventh  of  what  they  were  the 
pravii  11  -  yrar,  beside  raising  the  g  oieral  U)ne  of  corroct- 
I  irdineiiteis,  wlio  have  1101,  however,  fr  in  l.iia 
1.  (tnuiiiished  in  numbers.  A  compar.s.in  wf  the 
ii'^t.,,.  Miviiiit  In  Itbrartes  of  all  sorts  m  thiseouiiiry  and  in 
huiope.  slsows  ihal  at  no  other  liiirary  where  there  U  tus 
proiuli'euiius  cUin'aue  of  a  conslderahb*  city,  are  there  n-i 
few  refttricUoi  i.     Uie  public  llliriry  . 

natl  requires  n  ,  v  guaranty  irora  its  cil  z 

new    mfectiiu,,-.  u.l    of  retanling    the  r.-'^.,., 

teiini  d  to  acveleitiic  it,  for  never  b -fore  have  p-tiaescorno 
i  In  fii  vsfidW      In  Uf-B  than  a  quarter  uf  til.!  eaao*   was   n 
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iiiVi'sUiiation  iiui«iile  of  thn  bulld- 
wrro  dullliorale  i  il'ijrts  10  deceive, 
,11.    The  proporUou  of  citizens  usliiif 
It  large  as  experience  iu  other  places 
!■  in   ciUei  ol    the   ialmi  hIz?.      1  lie   II- 


CiUei  of  the   ialmi  hIz?. 
I  blinks  last  yijar  a:  Uie  ' 
'  laiied  10  do'so  Ui'niisu. 
,-..,    :|-i'    ■'-•■    '■•    •-     ■■••" 
was  too  vaguely  gi\en  In  roi 
pan otly  about  a  tiiiavii  r  "t  ; 

who  give  occupailoiK,  n-''  •  .  ^  -i   !>.,,», 

MUtsttcn  and  clerks. 


The  reading  room  lias  uow  uy  iat  um       -  •        ■   jtlo.i  of 
pciiodicals  taken  atoueplaue  In  iMI^  m.     rho 

four  laigt»t  in  the  coiuiirv  ."!ioW  liiese  1,  — Fm'iIic 

Librury,  l-ottou,  2«'l ;  Cooper  I'luou,  ..Sew  Vurk,  dli; 
i«ow  lork  ■>iercaiiillu  Librarv,  IW;  Ubra.y  "f  »-otigre»» 
123;  iJi'Ston  Atiienifcuin,  11.5.  Ihe  gain  or  i>i»der»  for  tho 
year  over  iiny  previous  record  Is  marked,  riio  system 
of  delivcriiig  piri.,dii;ala  nsioii  call  e^atiuuea  wtliaf  toiorr 
to  such  as  Uito  tbe  ruoui,  bui  nottj  such  as  stav  uwav. 
'llieir  exiieiunce  at  ibo  I'liblie  Llbr.irv  of  Wauc  lest.sr 
(Liiglai.dy  has  lotced  tin  m  In  ibe  B.iiiii;  plan,  liii-  I'lihlic 
Liiiiaiy  bas  now.  It  heein.s,  after  k  pea'ed  eiTortj  t'>  su.jplv 
the  deUclent  BUmbrrs,  iO^ivolumei  of  back  puriodioa  s  uii 
bound  itiid  kept  frjin  ute,  because  they  are  deiclyuiwii 
Iron;  one  U)  a  Mozin  iiumhcrs  i^ach,  wluch  bisn  c  i:at'  1,0  11 
the  exposure  without  restiitint  ol  the  iiuuiberij  on  thy 
Ihe  tables,  for  elabt  years  previous  t)  the  two  lasu 

'i  be  superiiueiidci.l.  oilers  u  plan  ef  couductioi^  the  au- 
nualexiimlnatlen  by  insialmeuts  tluotijjh  the  y-ar,  pi'L 
liug  the  whole  unrter  llie  charge  of  a  few  drilled  ban  Is,  to 
be  cons»"tiy'^""l''".*'«"<i  t*  the  only  pr.tctlcablo  vrmy  of 
meeting  tie  UcinaUil  lor  the  libiary  n  never  closing  (or  Uia 
examiniitioii.  It  is  a  plan  never  yet  altemptc  1  f.ic  tUj  ro- 
cuiicnl  examiiiatii^n  ol  large  lihrarji-s,  and  w:ll  iii;ceMi- 
tau>  an  addition  to  ttie  pay-roil  of  9l.'nH»  to  ^tOW.  It  la  an- 
luHiiiced  that  the  priiiUug  ot  a  Oilnl  volume  ol  ilio  Hates 
ilall  I  aialogue  will  prooaldy  begin  during  the  couilug 
year,  'ihe  bulletins  have  pnivod  a  great  snoee.se,  and  edi- 
1I0I18  el  3UC0  have  not. seemed  too  inuah. 

We  uudeistand  that  ou  and  afier  the  first  of  .January 
the  delivery  <d  bu(,k»  from  both  halls  will  begin  at  a 
o'cloek,  Instead  of  lU,  n*  lieretoft*!*.  Oar  citizen*  oalv 
need  to  know  Uiu  advauiagcs  they  forego  m  not  truqueat- 
liiii  till'  Llbiurv,  to  be;»uie  li.i  regular  visitors.  ihe  ro- 
Uoit,  of  which  we  li:i»u  given  bnt  a  brief  abstiaet,  si  ts 
lortli  what  the  Llbmry  Is,  and  how  great  a  b<;on  It  is,  or 
eot,  birome,  to  <vt  rj  ciU/.eu.  It  is  ihe  largoit  and  best 
cuileeUoii  >'f  books  acce*eibIo  to  ihem.  It  is  betujr  in 
Miieial  deraitmciitstlian  other  libriirieH,  particularly  de- 
voUU  io  each  depurlmenl.  The  liieolugical  i.r  muillcal 
etudt'Uts  will  not  bo  so  well  siipplietl  el.«ewheru.  Ita 
Italian  llteiatiir*  is  the  best  c<jllectl.)ii  In  the  country.  In 
Uic  uutillcatioiis  anil  trans. iciions  of  iraniedsocb-Uos,  and 
in  ptrlooUais  It  la  very  rb:h.  Nothing  of  the  least  lin- 
uortaiice  istipen  iheuyc  of  tti'-ne  In  charge,  which  can 
add  to  the  value  of  tbe  deoaruneiits  ol  English  and  Araorl- 
caii  history  and  I  tcvaiures.  I'.onks  are  received  retfulariy 
%wice  a  month  fr  in  L<jiidon,  I'aris  and  Leipsic,  and  once 
a  year  fioui  tlon  nee.  The  ,iew  books  of  yahio  are  sent 
wiUiout  delay  In  ordering.  Kvery  day  th?  now  Issues  if 
the  American  press  ari'  received  and  It  is  only  the  iiioit 
trivial  and  worthless  that  do  not  tlud  Ihclr  way  to  the 
Bbeives  for  tlie  ailvantaue  of  some  of  Ita  liuquenters.  Its 
iriimlse  to  buy  wiiai  it  does  not  possess.  If  only  toll  of  it, 
and  If  there  Ih  no  good  reawon  for  not  buying,  gives  Bos- 
loi'  tbe  preeminence  of  abi.do  for  tiivcdtig.iUoiu  iu  orary 
line  of  study.— [ISosteu  l'o»i. 
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\Vc  gave  a  few  days  »go  an  atatruct  of  the  forthcoming 
report  of  the  I'ubllc  Library ,  coutohilug  the  more  Intereutr 
Ing  fttcU  b«ariug  upon  Ito  condition  and  methods.  Tho 
foUowlug  extract  from  Uie  •upcrintemleufs  report  Is  a 
defence  of  the  present  Bystem  of  delivering  book»,  In  thg 
points  whsre  it  has  been  criticised  durlna  tho  past  .rear. 
We  print  this  a»  the  flrrtt  answer  that  hai  been  offerod  to 
the  oblectlons  of  many  Menda  and  owner*  of  the  library, 
and  Khali  refer  to  It  Rgiili :    ■ 

Thf  loUowing  ngures  will  phow  that  wo  hare  the  flncst 
colle'-»i<'n  of  Uie  ptrlodlcal  liierature  ol  the  world,  accessi- 
ble at  one  placo,  In  this  country.  A  news-room,  our  hull 
wnb  not  Intendend  to  be,  and  we  ofler  uo  companson  with 
oihcr  reading  rooms  In  Uiai  respect  ;— 

Magazlncii 

KoKton  r  obllc  Library '^H7 

t'doperl  nlon.  New  York fl» 

New  VorK  Mcnantile  Library 150 

Library  of  Congress |f« 

Boston  At bena-um {j^ 

Natural  History  l-oclety.... 100 

IMiUadilpbia  Mcicautilo  Library..  .100 
San  FrancUcoaicrcantile  Library..  80 
I'bila.klphia  Mercantile  Library...  M 

Mauchestir  lU'fertnce  Library 91      •- 

I)ub  Icatcs  are  taken  of  twtnty-four  different  porlodl- 
cal.?Ssefcvei"<;f  Harper's,  five  of  the  AUanilc.  cte.   The 
use  of  the  room  Increases  gradually  from  September  tl!l 
Warch  when  It  Is  most  used,  and  each  month  ihow.s 
tlu  reuVtTr  a  decrease  till  August.    The  table  shows  a  naln 
ot  S  ii.  the  total  number  of  readers.    '»'"«'••  >«l''\'^;; 
( rcase  in  the  number  of  reference  reiuleni,  the  tally  of 
whfch  is'kept  solely  by  ob,er>-atton,  and  Is  tlKrefore^an- 
certain.    There  is.  however,  a  gain  of  iO.OW)  In  the  roaucrs 
of  m-tiodlcaU.  which  is  an  actual  count  oi  sllps^    I  he 
contlnu.dlucrcsseof  raadeisls  tho  best  answer  to  the 
CO   I     a  nts  ot  the  delivering  of  the.  perlodicaU  "n  si  ps. 
wlch  also  renders  almost  certain,  a  perfect  collatlou  of 
Uie  magazines  lor  binding  at  tho  V^^ar  »  end.     Jh'*  >9  'n 
areat  contrast  U.  our  expcilence  under  the  o  d  system  of 
eHosure  on  tables.    We  have  now  unfit  to  bind,  and  con- 
seautntly  k  pt  trom  the  public,  over  200  volumes  ot  peri 
odHls  which  are  deficient  In  from  one  to  a  dozen  nura- 
be«-  and   hatV  after  repeated  efforts  heret.;lore  to  repair 
thrdamage  done  In  the  eight  years  of  license  which  pre- 
"ilhd  untecedent  to  the  last  two  years.    l>«'prv<l'\«f"'" 
made  during  that  time  not  only  Injured  the  pu^illc  the 
hift  liftvc  coniluucd  and  will  conUnuo  to  Injure  them  till 
ouJ  broken  set*  can  be  completed.    It  Is  worthy  of  remark 
timt  at  Manchester  their  experience  forces  tlj en.  Into  .lj»t 
t  a  system  ot  delivery  that  we  have  ;  and  Iheir  librariaa 
writtVio  "nc,  that  It  entirely  prevcnls  loss  as  It  does  with 

%  larger  proportion  (by  six  per  cent.)  of  tho  books  fin- 
able were  relumed  this  year  without  requiring  a  messen- 
ger;   against  sixu.n  per  cent,  of  the  messenger  books 
whose  laKers  could  not  be  found  at  the  r  H<ldre8sc8  bwt 
ye  .r.  we  hav,  less  than  seven  per  cent  this  year :  •nd  the 
touilhiss  of  the  Tear  trom  unfaithful  t*ker»  Is  thlrty-avc 
tU^vear  against  two  hundred  and  thlrty-<me  last  year. 
IhfsloMortblrty-tlveout  of   15«.H73  books   wUicb  were 
fakei  fn.m  the  bSlldlng.  Is  the  equivalem  of  one  rti  cveir 
4M0     1  believe  this  lmnuinltyfr..m  b.ss  U  in  some  p*rt 
owing  to  the  exclusion  in  a  large  degree  of  irrespon.-^ible 
pe,;ons?b.lt  still  m  a  greater  d^g^|;%l''/^«  .P-^'^.^'l^n^. 
^Ith  which  dehnuueuUi  have  been  followed      •  his  en 
Tore  ineiit  Is  doubtless  annoying  to  some  who  f.iiicy  ther 
kreasklntt  .  nual  privlle8<s  in  demanding  special  oiies. 
Therrwould  seem  to  be  no  queMlon  of  the  propriety  of 
hohllnrihe  publ"  to  astrlct  i;c.untoblllty     I  |»rn  from 
ihe  r"p..rU  of  the   Kiankllu   l^ociety  In  l-aris,  U.at  those 
Ihraries  which  It  his  nurtured  <hr,.ughoul  France  havo 
Hf'llwiTu  which  there  was  laxity  In  "l'"  f''«P''Ct-     ' »'« 
o  beers  of  tke  law  can  call  upon  citizens  to  help  preserve 
d"ce;   and  can  we  not  expect  from  o«i^«l"';"'t[.*- 
atevena    Ittlc  liieonv.  nience  U,  t»'«'m»'''Y««7t^at  th  <■ 
win  he  P  ns.  by  confoimlns  to  wholesome  mles.ln  the  work 
Tf  preservit ion   and  .iLciplme   wbiel.   we   have  to  do? 

Whe  e  the  l.uliv.d.ui  saflers  t"V''i."'™""VK'^?',h«  oltt  If 
iVere  with  a  Urge  proportion  of  ths  youth  of  the  city.  If 
lev  mVd  th.  V  can  i.buse  with  Impunity  the  PnW'c  t^jeas- 
ur*»  here  kepi,  they  may  learu  to  Relieve  that  public 
pos^e^sions  o!  other  kind...  ar«  aecu.nulaU'd  f'^r  "'*'*'' J"»' 
iuptdlt'.  It  Is  aqiieMlou  more  often  pot  to  me  than  any 
..iiV.  r  »."v  Rtianver*.  wh^t  prolocllon  do   you    have  in  le  id- 

«  a  l^^Jok  ?  Wl"n  I  is  reinenibered  that  the  InsUtutlon 
01^ ns  it^  d'ors  very  wide  u.  all  the  InhablUiiU  of  a  larf « 
X  nithaiarenorconfuscil  In  their  notions  of  liberty 
a  u'ircei..emusts.-elhatlhm  question  of  flranK'-^ Jf, • 
n  luml  one.ai.d  that  there  may  be  grave  '"l"*';''',^"  r.h- 
sBcl.  at  the  risk  ol  suc:i  irccdom  as  we  itecord.  Rut  ihs 
f"t  hat  urexperiencel.no  worse  than  t  is  must  not 
niLlcad  lis  Into  ignoring  what  It  actuallv  la.  Our  enriy 
reD<  r?s  H  M,w  tl.al  It  wa.  iclt  oui  Imu.unlty  fn-tn  abu^e 
wfsMipiisIni,  but  abuse  crept  in.  as  It  always  will  w.th 
^ml"ritY  1.1.1  trial  of  Impunity.  They  are  now  going 
Urn  ugh    the   s«me    pha.se  of  gratulatory  «M>erionce  a 

Wurcester  wb.  re  fhelr  library  number.  l.-«.  ";•"  l»»^" '' ' 

^rS^f  ?^-:Lem^Mr!:?^y^t  '?^^ 

1'    u:«  "otrijMng  UistltiUUm  at  i.^-fery^.i'^bUo"^: 
l^'ibonirthelfetttl.rnhil diminished  one-.,uajrier. 
*  The  fosi  in  III  «ri«  depend.  lar««I.v  upon  the  efflclencv 

ly  did  lose.  y^j^ 

B^veriy  rnbllc  Library io  to  1 J 

Hnlion  (  Hrigbtoii >  Library 3^4 

Stoneh.im  I  ublic  ,1-lbr.tfv  ■- ij  S  18 

Chsilestown  rubllc  Library UtolJ 

Lynnlnbllc  LIbnjry W^il 

N..rtl.ampu.u  Public  Library <»   • 

hew  V.etfford  Tublie  Librarv | 

8vr8ci.se  (N.  Y.)  I'uMie    Library -T 

Kew  York  M.rcintlle  I'lhn'fy- •• ,i 

San  rra.  Cisco  MercanUle  Llbrwry i'^-   ■ 

I'n, vidence  Athena-uin. .   .•••■••••  V,;; ••;,•, 
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■  The  ^rTun..  o7?^  ";;■  leading  libraries  at  Manchester 
sblw  .SiSlvelT  how  the  exaction  o^u:'.  ,'„  ornVarf,? 
Win  o't  enUrelv  prt.tecU  .bem  In  a  circulation  '^'^n«»"7 
bat  a  million.  t>f  Uie  nmety-twe  volume,  lost  fhich  ft 
«i  ut  Se  «  lo  of  our  lossw'  H'  b«t  four  ^erc  rci-'f,** 
hv  the  losers  tnflv-elght)  or  the  ganrantors  (Uilrty).  Our 
M^mTe  hates  ifall.  notwltt.Manl.ngb^^^^^ 
of  U<oks  m  ttiat  deparimMil.has  bardlv  w^iialled  tnaioi 
tl  e  AMor  I.lb^rv.  w^blch  has  hist  »»V^,:;,^°>^^^T"'»e"ln 
In  twenty  yciini.  while  our  loss  baa  been   eighty  In  seven 

year..  ^ inig 


"We  liiive  already  publishud  an  iuteresting 
c'Xtrat  t  from  the  Report  of  the  Public  Library, 
and  a  condensed  sketch  of  it,  prepared  in  ad- 
vance   ot    its    publication.     The  document 
itself  confirms  the  impression  which  was  given 
by  those  precursors.     It  is  a  very  interesting 
series  of  papers,— it  shows  great  liligence  on 
the  part  of  the  officers,  and  brings  forward  a 
masi  of  very  curious  and  valuable  information 
for   the   use  of  persons  engaged   in  the  ad- 
ministration of  libraries  and  in  other  walks  of 
education. 

If  any  persons  entertained  doubts  as  to  the 
fitness  of  the  accomplished  superintendent  for 
the  admiuislrative  duties  of  the  position  to 
which  he  was  so  suddenly  called,  they  will  bo 
removed  by  the  study  of  bis  careful,  thorough  i 
and  intere5ting  report,  which  makes  the  I 
inott  important  document  of  the  series,  and 
is  a  valuable  permanent  addition  to  tho  sci- 
ence of  Ubraries. 

The  reports,  as  a  whole,  show  a  conscious-  I 
ncss  on  tlie  part  of  the  trustees   and  the   su-  i 
perintendent  that  they  need  to  take  new  and 
bolder  steps  for   enlarging  the  usefulness  of 
the  institution   intrusted  to  them.     We  wel- 
come it  particularly  for  the  testimony  it  gives 
of  this  consciousness,  and  for  the  information  it 
gives  as  to  the  methods  adopted  for  a  purpose 
so  important.     A  very  interesting  and   con- 
vincing discussion  by  the   superintendent,  of 
the  value  of  fiction  in  a  Ubrary  meant  for  all 
readers,  is  one  of  these  indications.     What- 
ever   Gradgrinds    may    be    fiunil   in    this 
or    in    any     other    board     of     trustees, 
or       in        the        community       generally, 
may      well     study     this     valuable     paper. 
It  will  Ijo  observed  that  it  is  not  the  theory 
of  a  man  telling   what  he  wishes  were  true; 
but  the  statement  of  a  man   who  is  in  a  fKtsi- 
tion  to  know  as  to  what,  in  fact,  people  do 
and  do  not  want  to  read.     There  is  a  funny 
intimation  given  that  in  the  past  history  of 
the  library  "the  runners  were  instructed  to 
* 'deliver  the  non-fiction,  rather  than  fiction, 
**if  numbers  representing  both    classes    of 
"books  were  on  the   cards."     Tliis  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  cool  measure   for  the  officers  of 
a  public  library  to  take,  involving,  we  ihouU 
fear,  even  the  veracity  of  their  statements  in 
their  printed  rules.     It  is  very  satisfactory  to 
find  that  all  such   manufacture  of  sentiment 
is  now  abandoned;  that  purchases  of  fiction 
are  generously  made,  up  to  the  full  average 
established  by  the  best  experience;  that  the 
ingenious  "Indicator,"   »  condensed    cata- 
logue in  the  delivery  room,  even  facilitates 
the  distribution  of  fiction  aiore  than  that  of 
the  other  classes  of  books;  ^id,  in  short, 
that  no  artificial  check  is  put  on  the  taates  of 
the  readers  in  this  or  in  any  other  direction. 
Strictly  speaking,  we  fupp(Me  a  public  library 
has  as  good  a  right  to  say  that  a  reader  may 
have  Cardinal  Wiseman  and  ma^  not  hare 

I^.  Qiannjng,  aa  to  say  that  he  n^y  hare  a 
history  and  may  not  have  a  novel. 

.Another  Toy  satiBfactc»7  intimatioa  of  the 
trustees'  disposition  is  in  Uieir  graceful  aban- 
donment of  the  al^rard  Aogust  embanEO,  in- 
stituted by  their  prwieccssors.  In  futare 
the  Ubrary  is  to  be  examined,  alcove  by 
alcove, — and  kept  ha  ordw,  m  Blewrs. 
Little  k  Brown  «•  M^s.  Bxxwj  keep 
their  establishments  in  order,  whfle  Um 
regular  work  is  gmng  on. 
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In  the   same   direction  is  the  introduction 
of  gai  into  Bates   Hall, — a  meabi\re  which 
gives  ground   for  the  hope  that  bei'c^ra^long 
that  h^  may  be  opened  at  the  period  of  ^e 
day  when  most  people  in  our  commttnitjr  use 
books  most.  An  unfortunate  remark  dropped 
by   Fanizzi,  that    gas  hurt  the  binding  of 
books,  has  for  twenty  or  more  years  crip- 
pled all  the  libraries  in  the  world.     ^VTiether 
it  does  or  does  not,   it  is  certain  that  books 
are  made  and  bought  to  be  used  and  not  to 
be  preserved  m  lavender.     In  our  own  ca*e, 
we  cannot  but  hope,    that  while  the  accom- 
plished superintendent  of  t  ae  gasworks  is 
also  chairman  of  the   trustees  of  the  library, 
the    gas    may    prove  of  so  good   a  quality 
that  the  leather  shall  not  suffer.  At  all  events, 
the  Know-Nothing  city  government  who  built 
the   library,  having   arranged    the    alcoves 
with  little  or  no   light, — true  to  the    name 
of  their  order, — gas  must  be  introduced,  if 
we  are  to  administer  the  library  at  all.     If 
its  iiselulness  can  be  doubled   by  doubling 
the  time  of  opening  it,  we  have  no  doubt 
that  that  course  will  be  determined  on. 

A  most  satisfactory  report  is  given  as  to 
the   reading-room.      No    public   or    private 
-oafUng  room  in  UiC  couniry  onrerB  so  I -.-ho  - 
number  of  periodicals, — with  the  single  ex- 
ception   of    newspapers,    which    are,    very 
wisely,  left  lor  other  institutions.     We  have 
ours-elvcs  never  fancied  the  rule  which  keeps 
these  periodicals  out  of  sight.    It  makes  access 
to  them  diflicult  ami  embarrassing  for  the 
large  class  of  readers  who  consult  a  reading- 
room  for  general  information.     We  have  no 
doubt  that  the   trustees  will  yet  see  that  this 
rule  also  may  be  wsely  and  safely  modified. 
Another  index  of  the  disposition  of  the  gov- 
ernment, welcomed  most  gladly  by  the  com- 
munity, is  the  ojicning  of  Bates  Hall  at  the 
hour  of  nine  instead  of  ten. 

While  we  welcome  all  these  indications  of 
the  spirit  wliich  governs   the   trustees  and 
the  superintendent,  we  see  with  great  regret 
that  the  distribution  of  books, — its  principal 
use, — is  falling  ot!  in  an  alarming  ratio.     If 
for  no  other  cause  than  the  annexation  of 
Roxbury  to  the  city,  a  large  increase  should 
have  appeare<l  in  the  distribution.     But  in 
fart    the   daily  average   of  issues  from   the 
lower  hall, — the  hall  of  popular  issue, — was 
reduced  in  the  year  from  662  io  508,  a  loss 
of  twenty-three  per  cent,  in  a  single  year 
in  the  great  object  for  which  the  library  was 
«sta Wished.     The  circulation   erf   1867    was 
i  183,714  volumes.     This  circulation  was  re- 
duced  near    42,000   volumes    in    1868,    to 
141,853. 

Every  one  who  uses  the  library  knows  to 
what  dk^^is  unhappy  crippling  of  its 
uiefulneJa'  IS  due.  We  shall  discuss  that 
cause  on  the  first  opportunity. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARtt 

We  speak  of  the  Public  Library  frequently 
l)€oause  it  is  a  type  of  a  new  and  inercasing 
part  of  our  institutions— that  part  which 
gives  the  people  something  more  than  the 
law  demands,  with  a  view  of  conferring  a 
benefit  upon  the  public  generally  which  will 
be  repaid  in  good  oiiizenship.    Boston  takes 
the  lead  in  these  institutions,  and  its  Free 
Baths,  its  Public  Library  and  its  Free  Con- 
certs are  worthy  examples  to  be  followed  by 
other  cities  of  the  country.    The  first  and 
last  of  these  are  supported  exclusively  by 
'  the  city  as  municipal  measures  in  behalf  of 
good  government,  but  the  Public  Library 
'owes  its  origin  to  private  munifioencfc,  it 
having  been  a  direct  gift  to  the  i>eople  of 
Boston.    Thus  established  on  a  sound  basis, 
and  supported  and  increased  by  liberal  mu- 
nicipal appropriations,  it  is  an  honor  to  the 
city  of  Boston  and  a  valuable  educational 
aid  to  its  citizens.    But  we  are  among  those 
who  think  that  the  people  do  not  get  the 
whole  value  of  this  excellent  institutton.    It 
may  be  that  it  was  unwise,  in  the  nr»l  pUoc, 
;   to  devote  so  much  money  to  the  furnishing 
f   of  a  public  reading  room.    The  number  of 
'    those  who  can  avail  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  room  is  small,  and  those 
who  can  do  it  are  generally  those  who  have 
the  Icaat  need  of   such  advantages.    It  is  , 
safe  to  say  that  a  lar^c  proportion  of  ♦>«. 
regular  attendants  at  the  reading  room  are 
people  of  leisure,  who  could  easily  obtain 
what   Ihey   want   elsewhere   at  their  own 
proper  cost,  and  that  few  who  really  need 
these  advantages,  free  of  charge,  are  found 
there     The  reason  is  obvious.    The  Library 
Is  not  open  until  all  business  men,  including 
merchants,  mechan;cs  clerks,  &c.,  are  at 
their  plAces  of  business,  and  it  is  closed  on 
Sundays  and  all  holidays.    This  leaves  only 
the  evenings  of   secular  days,  when   many 
have  no  leisure,  and  latterly  certam  restric- 
tions have  been  placed  upon  the  use  of  the 
reading  room  which  keep  hundreds  away. 
Only  those  who  have  large  leisure  can  spend 
the  time   for  going    through    the    routine 
which  is  now  necessary  to  obtain  a  periodi- 
cal or  magazine  in  the  reading  room,  and 
this  becomes  a  special  annoyance  when  one 
readstopically,  and  wishes  to  see  what  the 
leading  magazines  and  revic-ws  have  to  say 
upon  the  topmost  subject  of  the  day.    The 
oause  of  these  restrictions  was  the  alleged 
loss  and  mutilation  of  magazines  and   i>eri- 
odicalB  in  the  reading  room.    Their  result 
has  been  a  diminution  of  the  number  usina 
the  reading  room,  and  it  is  '•PO'"^**'** 
the   books   are  better   preserved.     We  do 
not  believe  in  setting  the  preservation  of 
ephemeral  periodicals  above  the  acocmmoda- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  it  should  not  be  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  restrain  the  vandalic 
propensities   of    the    comparatively   small 
number  who  have  not  pubUo  spirit  enough 
to  «W  public  property  in  a  proper  manner. 
Ko  doubt  the  book-worms  who  make  the 
TMdiag   room  a   regular   r«ort  like   the 
WBtriotions,  becatise  it  leaves  the  treasures  of 
ttit  iwwn  almost  exclusively  to  them;  but  it 
ia  not   so   easy    to   obUin   ths    evidence 
of    dissatisfied   ones    who,    for   the   most 
part,  sUy   away  entirely.     The   report  of 
the   Ubrary   for   the    last  year  says  that 
••the     delivery  of    periodicals    upon    cal' 
continue* /WktisfWstory  to  euoh  as  use    the 
room,  but  not  to  such  as  stay  away."  If  any 
Btaj  away  for  that  reason  it  is  apparent  that 
tht  cffidc»oy  of  the  Library  is  thereby  and 
to  that  extent  impaired.     The  deniand  lor 
refemioM  f^m  thoee  who  wish  to  take  out 
iMoks  is  but  reasonable.    When  it  is  g«»M- 
»lly  understood  it  wfll  not  cwise  incouten- 
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Public  Library.  Bullotia  No.  8,  which  will 
be  i«iued  this  week,  will  make  known  that  it  has 
been  decided  to  keep  open  ihe  Bates  Hall  for  the 
delivery  of  books  till  6  o'clock.  The  largely  in- 
creased use  of  this  department  of  the  library  within 
the  last  year  has  induced  this  extensioR  of  the 
hours  during  which  it  is  open,  notwithstandins:  it 
necessitates  a  considerable  outlay  fcr  lightlnK. 
The  number  of  persons  daily  frequenllng  the  read- 
ing room  is  now  fifty  per  cent,  more  thau  two 
yeajs  ago,  while  the  number  of  magazines  read  by 
them  is  more  than  doubled. 

The  success  of  this  Institution  is  cncouraeing 
other  cities  to  rr newed  efforts.  The  public  library 
of  St  Louis,  which  has  heretofore  been  under  the 
control  of  the  School  c:ouimittee,  is  now  reorgan- 
izing under  a  distinct  board  of  management,  based 
upon  the  system  established  for  the  goverument 
of  our  library.  Cincinnati,  which  has  thus  far 
contented  itself  with  a  public  bbrary  of  less  ex- 
tent than  our  lower  hall  department,  has  recently 
planned  the  construction  of  a  building  fitted  to 
hold  200,000  volumes— the  capacity  of  our  Bates 
Hall— which  in  its  infernal  arrang«mcut8  of  al- 
coves is  fo  be  an  architectural  novelty.  Beiug 
forced  to  depend  on  light  from  the  roof, 
the  galleries,  fnur  in  number,  are  made  «f 
lessening  depth  at  you  ascend.  The  Public  Li- 
brary of  Syracuse  is  now  undergoing  re<?rganizii- 
tion  for  greater  efficiency,  and  has  adopted  the 
Boston  system  of  charging  bo«ks  to  borrowers  on 
slips,  instead  of  in  day  books.  The  question  ot  a 
public  library  is  now  discussed  in  Providence,  a'ld 
the  municipal  authorities,  we  believe-,  stand  ready 
to  furnish  a  site  and  to  pay  its  running  expenses, 
if  its  wealthy  citizens  will  combine  t »  build  a 
building.  The  more  than  sixty  public  libraries  of 
MitHsachusetts  nre  likely  to  be  cm^iiderably  aug- 
mented within  the  next  f«w  years. 

We  arc  plad  to  learn  that  the  American  Social 
Silence  Association  arc  planning  to  make  it 
one  of  their  otijects  to  assist  small  towns 
in  starting  such  librarief.  There  is  a  society 
in  Paris,  established  a  few  years  since,  which  is 
doing  a  work  that  our  association  can  properly 
emulate.  Simon,  Jean  Mace,  Lalx)ulaye  and  oth- 
eiH  well  known,  are  working  oot  the  problem  of 
public  libraries  fcr  every  village  in  Frarce,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  that  society.  They  devise 
the  needful  rules,  furnish  catalogues  of  the  proper 
books  to  buy,  and  contracting  « 1th  publishers  and 
dcalera,  are  erabled  to  purchase  at  large  discount 
for  mcb  libraries  as  seek  their  guidance.  A  simi- 
lar work  is  what  our  Boston  association  Is  arrang- 
ing to  lav  out  for  itself,  and  th^e  is  a  fine  field 
for  its  opcrationt. 
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ience  to  any  one.    IVe  ar«  gl«fl  to  observe 
that  the  Superiiitendent  presents  a  plan  for 
condnoting  the  annnal  examination  of  the 
t>ook8  by  instalments,  so  as  to  avoid  the  ne- 
€eMity  of  dosing  the  establishment  for  that 
)>urpo8e.    The  sdditioDal  cost  will  be  a  tri- 
jBiag  matter  eom  pared  with  the  benefit  which 
^11  aeorue.    We  eannot  leave  the  subject 
Without  again  czpres'^ng  the  hope  that  the 
Library  will  soon  bs  .  .  free  and  open  as  the 
Common  and  Public  Garden  on  every  day 
<■  in  tb3  year^  including  Sundajra  and  holi- 
flayi.    We  do  not  blame  anybody  for  the 
IkUnre  thus  to  extend  tke  privileges  of  the 
Library  heretofore.     We  know  the  prejo- 
Kdiow,  both  honest  and  dishonest,  to  be  over- 
eome  before  such  a  step  oan  be  taken.     Bat 
m  ooBstant  view  of  the  central  idea  of  Uie 
Library's  usefulness,  that  the  largest  circu- 
lation of  books  is  desirable,  and,  to  attain 
this,  they  should  be  aoeessibla   when  the 
people  oan  call  for  them,  will,  we  are  con- 
fident, produce  this  extension  before   many 
months  shall  have  passed  away.    Those  who 
ftre  in  charge  of  the  Library  should  under- 
•tuid  that  the  great  m^)ority  who  would  be 
ben^ted  by  this  extension  are  not  heard 
upon  the  subject  at  all  a8  yat.    The  manage- 
ment of  the  institution  has  leA  them  out  in 
the  cold,  and  they  do  not  know  what  they 
ftre  losing.    They  can  never  appreciate  the 
walue  of  the  privilege  until,  by  a  more  pub- 
lic— we  will  not  say  more  liberal— policy, 
they  are  admitted  to  its  enjoyment.     The 
Public  Library  contains  at  present  145,000 
volumes,  and  is  only  exceeded  in  this  coun- 
try by  the  Library  of  Congress.    Its  in- 
crease last  year  was  8300  volumes. 
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poiuc  LiBHARV.-We  observe  froai  bulletin  No. 
8  that  Mr  William   A.   Wheeler  haB  been  appointed 
!;  the  POBUion  lately  held  b,  Prof.  JiUsot,.  decea«ed^ 
Mr  Wheeler'.  onteoedenU  are  such  "  J*'««*  /^ 
«peclatlon  ol  his  fulfilling  the  duties  of  hu.oiportant 
poeition  with  great  satisfaction.    A  graduate,  we  be- 
STtc.  of  Bowdoin  CoHege.  he  was  early  secured  by 
the  UteDr  Worcester  a.  one  of  his  collabo«tor.  In 
the  preparation  oi  his  quarto  D.cUonary.    When  thU 
was  completed,  the  Mea«r«   Merriam  at  once  secured 
bin,  for  the  very  critical  duty  of  carrying  tne  new 
qoarto  edition  of  tie  Webster  Dictionary  through  the 
press.    He  furnished  to  this  the  valuable  appendix, 
which  subsequently  was  issoed  separately  in   that 
Mique  volume.  -  Dictionary  of  Fictitious  Names; 
»Bd  he  has  Biuce  been  employed  by  the  same  house  to 
.bridging  the  great  quarto  for  the  various  sites  that 
wake  the  nest  of  dictionaries,  which  bear  the  Web- 
gUr  name.    The  largest  of  them,  the  "  National  Pic 
torial  Dictionary,"  »  royal  octavo,  hw  some  qualUlea, 
vrhioh  make  it  for  ordinary  use  superior  to  the  quarto; 
thene:it  size,  the   "Commercial  Dictionary.'    whose 
Immediate  issue  complete€  the  series,  will  prove  far 
Bwre  acceptable  to  the  class  it  Is  Intended  for  than 
any  ever  before  made.    Beside  this  Mr  W.  has  pre- 
pared an  American  edition,  with  additions,  of  "  Holt^s 
Prief  Biographical  Dictionary."  and  has  beenasao- 
Ciated  in  the  preparation  of  one  or  two  orthographical 
and  etymological  text  books.    Just  this  sort  of  ac- 
curate training  formed  the  qualifications  that  could 
«erve  him  to  the  best  advantage  in  the  cateloguing 
department  of   a  great    library.      He    fortunately 
worked  for  some  months  under  the  direction  of  his 
predecessor,  and  at  Prof.  Jillson's  death,  there  could 
Itave  been  but  little  ground  for  hesitancy  in  advanc- 
ing him  to  his  present  position. 
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"AjroTsAAjm-SAiii^ii  MoTBMMT.-UwiU 
b<j  rcen  by  reference  to  the  doings  of  the  Board  or 
lldermen.  yesurday,  that  Mr.  Nash  and  his  anso- 
I  ciates  are  moving  again,  to  get  the  PubUc  Libr^ 
open  on   Sunday.     This    question    was    most 
thoLghly  discussed,  and  the  desirableness  o 
\    heiBOVcment  tested  some  two  yeaj^«"««-     » 
was  then  shown,  that  the  opening  of    ho*  able 
Library  on  the  Lord's  Day  was  not  only  again.    , 
the  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  of  all  er^.  ; 
and  denominations,  but  inconsiHtont  with  the 
best  inttrcsta  of  the  Ubrary;    contrary  to  the 
advice  of  the  rrnstees  andi)fflcer9  of  the  Llbrury, 
T^Z\  as  the  wishes  of  the  employees,  general  y; 
and  finally,  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
law  of  the  Ck)mmonwcaUh.    Yet.  In  face  of  all 
this  these  petitioners  are  up  before  the  City  Coua- 
1  til  irain.  with  tae  request,  that  the  men  and  wo- 
I  „K„  who  are  now  working  themselves  to  prcm> 
'  mre  graves,  by  their  six  days'  toU  in  our  Public 
Librae"  Bhiuid  be  made  to  work  still  another 
diy  and  night  in  every  seven;  that  the  wishes  of 
the  great  mass  ol  unr  citltcns  ^Lonld  bo  dl>*re- 
cardtd  nnd  the  statute  of  the  Common  wealth  sat 
at  naught-and  all  fur  the  gratification  of  a  very 
ftw  persons,  some  of  whom  openly  avow  tholr  ut- 
;  urdisbetlSrin  all  the  ordinances  an^lgj^aans 
I  of  Christiana.      *  found  in  the  sac  j|M»an  J 
who  would  subfetituto  for  the  Chr^^DpP>  ^th 
I  of  New  England,  the  holiday  Sund^ppPW-  cou- 
'  tlmnt.  „. 


©ailM  a3i)cmngJtvaD^llcv. 

MONDAYJFEBBUARYJ^86a_^ 

8^-  The  January  Bulletin  of  the  Public  Llbra^  of 
this  city,  Just  issued,  shows  that  nearly  e»Rht  hundred 
booti  have  been  ptaced  on  the  shelves  of  the  library, 
or  newly  located  on  the  shelves,  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December.     From  this  «tatem°nt    he 
public  may  get  some  Idea  of  the  amount  of  work  which 
fs  done  in  this  library.    Everyone  of  these  books  had 
to  pass  through  some  h«if  dozen  hands  before  reaching 
U^ce  on  the  shelves.    It  has  first  to  be  examUied 
not  only  in  respect  to  its  general  character  and  fitne^ 
for  a  place  in  the  library,  but  collated,  to  see  that  it 
TJ^Zt,  and  compared  with  the  bill  of  purchase  to 
TtL  the  price  was  right,  then  ^catalogued  under 
several  heads,  with  cross  references  to  «^h    rt^en  lo- 
cated  on  the  shelves  and  entered  on  the  Us  of^«^  ° 
betaken  f,om  the  Ubrary-^Hl  before  a  single  book  could 
be  safely  and  property  lent  to  the  public. 

Thoee  who  think  it  is  a  very  simple  and  easy  busings 
to  take  care  of  a  g«»t  public  library  like  ours,  had  bet- 
ter  get  the  privilege  of  following  one  Invoice  of  books 
through  Its  various  stages,  ftom  the  entrance  of  it  at 
thT  lower  door,  to  Its  location  on  the  shelves  of  the 
Ifbr^TandTu;  word  for  it  they  will  alter  their  ophi- 
ions. 


BOSTON  DAILY  ADVERTISER. 

FR19AY    MOmWllf »,  ^AJI.99,t»»0. 

"'        ,         „  T.n«*RT-TUo  Bates  Hall  is  n6w  open 

more  than  one  roar  apo.    Int**''"^"      ^  ^^^aln  hours 

Ovfr  fifteen  thouwnd  people  are  now  "»">»  "'"         . 
urZl  average  of  «bo«t  .hlrty_name.  are  added  per  day. 


WBDNESdIyMORNING.  JAN.  27.2869. 


Free  Public  Wbrarle*. 

r      Few  things  of  lato  years  arc  more  remarka.)le 
I  than  the  success  of  the  Free  Public  Library  sys- 
tem of  Massachusetw.     It  may  not  be  known  to 
aUour  readers  that    the  Brst    suggestion    of  this 
,y»tem  came  from  our  own  State.     An  offer  made 
by  the  late  President  Wayland,  at  the  annual  Com- 
mencement o(  1847,  togive  five  hundred  dollars  to 
the  town  in  Massachusetts  which  bore  his  name, 
,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  PubUc  Library, 
I  led  to  the  legislation  empowering  every   town  m 
I  the  Commonwealth  to  establish  a  similar  instuu- 
Ition.    This  act  was  passed  in  1851.    At  the  pres- 
ent time  there  are  no  less  than  forty  six  libraries 
organized   under  its  provisions.     Of    these    the 
largest,  Boston  City  Library,  now  ranks  as  the 
second  in  the  United  States,  having  en  iu  shelves 
1  no  less  than  144,000  volumes.     Other  cities  and 
I  towns  have   not  been  backward    in  securing  the 
I  same  advantages.     Of  the  cities  in  our  immediate 
'  yicinity,  Worcester  and  New  Bedford  each  possess 
a  public  library  ot  more  than  twenty  thousand 
volumes.     TxU  River  has  made  a  beginning,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  before  long  she  will 
boast  an  institution  worthy  of  her  wealth   and 
enterprise.    The  little  town  of  Brookline  is  now 
erecting  a  fire  proof  building  to  hold  the  books  it 
haa  already  collected. 

It   U  impossible    to  read  the  annual  reports  of 
these  institutions  without  being  deeply  impressed 
with  the   degree  of  interest  on  the    part    of  the 
public,  which    is  ever  where    manifested  in  them. 
This  is  shown  not  simply  in  the  zeal  with  which 
they  are  sustained,  but  in  the  marked  influence 
which  they  have  exerted  upon  private  liberality. 
Not  only  are  they  made  recipients  of  large  pecu- 
niary gilts,   but  also,  and  what  is,  perhaps,    still 
better,  the  depositories    of  valuable  private  col- 
lections.   Thus  the  library  ot  the  late  Theodore 
Parker,  and,  more  recently,  the  famous  Prince 
collection,   have    been     placed    in    the   Boston 
Library.    Other    private    collections,    of   inesti- 
mable raluo,  will,  no  doubt,  find  their  way  there. 
In  the  same  wav  the  Public  Library  of  Worcester 
bag    been  enriched   by    the   collection    of    Dr. 
Greene,  amounting  to  7.100  volumes,  who   also, 
in  his  will,  bequeathed  $30,000    to  be  used  as  a 
library    fund.     This    influence  of  a  free    public 
llbraiy,  m  gradually  securing  for  the  general  use, 
the    scattered  accumulations   of  private  learning 
«nd  taste,  may  be   justly  regarded  as  one  ol    the 
iu  greatest  benefits. 

It  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  just  cause  for  pro 
found  regret  that  while  the  cities    and    towns 
around  us,  on  every  side,  arc  thus  seen   to  be 
deriving  from   the  system  of  free  public  libraries 
such  great  and  various  advantages,   the  city  of 
Providence,  the  sccoAd  in  New  England  in  popu- 
laUon  and  wealth,  the  city  in  which  the  system 
was  first  suggested,  should  as  yet  have  taken  no 
Bt«ps  towards  sharing  in  the  benefits  of  this  im 
portant  movement.    The  public  schools  of  Provi- 
dence have  long  held  an  honorabla  rank.      In 
bOujo  respects  they  have   been   viewed  as  models 
for  initruction  in  other  cities.    The  splendid  pub- 
lic charities  that  exist  among  us  seem  to  show 
that  there  is  no  Uck  of  generosity  and  public 
spirit.    If  thus  far  we  have  done  nothing  to  ci- 
tablish  a  library  which   may  extend  to  the  poorest 
among  us  the  inestimable  blessings  of  intellectual 
improvement  ,  it  can  only  be  becaofie  our  citJz2ns 
have   never  yet  had  the    importance  of  the  sub 
ject  fairly  laid  before  them.      When  this  is  under* 
.ood,  we  cannot  doubt  what  the  rwpaeiie  will  be.. 


It  is  little  u)  the  purpose  to  argue  again  the  na 
eesgity  of  a  Public  Library  on  the  ground  that  we 
^e  aLdy  well  supplied  with  collections  to  which 
are  airew  j  „^a      ft  u  true  that,  reckon- 

^^•"*r'C!"ts  the  College,  the 
ing  together  the  ^'^f  ;'!^V°*,  a„d  the  Young 
Atben«^um,  the  Franklin  Lyceiii^';  ^^^^ 

Men'.    Christian  ^^-^;^\7'  ^  ly  bo  enjojed 
75,000  volumes  ;  %l^^[^^^^^^^ 
in  various  terms.    The  College  j 

.„,ua.»,  U  of  var,  «rea.  ".^  ;  »  ^     ,^7;'„', 

„„.<.,  for  generia  rcdcr..    ^»^ J^^,^  '„j  ^^ 

teen  «Uc.ed  -Uh  gre.i  i-^J^^l"^^  „„,     ,t,  • 
property  of  .  pr.v.u  cor,,or.  .o^.  J^^ 

r  T  ;.peny  o,  or..-.;-;- •■■-;:  zr. 

for  the  upe  of  its  members  solely-     ""^ 

can  only  be  sustained  by  .n  annual  tax,  which. 

Tugh  not  large,  is  yet  suflicienltc  deter  some 

from  the  use  of  them. 

It  seems,  then,  incontestibU  tb*t  wo  have  n<J 

library-  in  our  city  which  is  established  on  any 
uch^asis  as  will  be  likely  to  .waken  a  wide  pub- 
ic Lrest.  or  make   it  the    i^ucleus    of  a  grea 

^llection.     All  that  we  bav.  are  ^-gn^dj 

.pecialobjectsandforpriva«u.s^I^o     ne^^^^^ 

question  that  they  ^'-^^^^^\^^\^,^  ^^y  be 
is  not  less  evident  that  a  far  greater  gcoa  m  y 
Lompli.hed  in  another  way.  We  are  no  eaUed 
to  tre.^  the  uncertain  path  of  a  new  experiment 
wirveonlytodo  what  otbcr  ui  ties,  inferior  to 
Tin  wealth  and  siza.  have  .Iready  suc.e.sfuly 
I^mplished.  It  cannot  b«  ^^^^l'^  ''''' ^l 
aCe  interest  in  this  subject  whl.h  has  been 
Zwn  in  other  cities  will  be  .T^anifes^  here,    nd 

tut  when  this  enterprise  ha.    been    well  under- 
that  wnen  n  y  .^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

taken,  our  cuizSuS  will  not  a> 

u  uMi'  Library  which  win 
Pro,W.n«  po.«»c. .  P.b  »•  l-^J       ^^^^^ 

Kiveourcitya  reputation  lof  •"'•J**-. 

'*  .  1  •  u    -.    pninvH   for    skiU  in 

not  inferior  to  that  which  it  enjoy"  '"' 

the  mechanic  arts.  And  i^^^n^e  '■«;°«"*'«' 
that  the  one  to  whom  the  pnUllc  library  of  Boston 
owes,  more  than  to  any  oth^r,  its  distinctive  ex- 
cellencies,  the  one  who  was  unanimously  elected 
its  first  superintendent,  and  who  remained  unti 
bis  lamented  death  charged  ^"^  the  direction  of 
its  affairs,  was  one  who  received  h.s  educat.on 
here  and  who  laid  the  foundation  of  hii  unrivalled 
bibliographical  atuinment.  in  one  of  our  own 
librait- ;  and  further,  that  the  one  chosen  as  his 
•uccessor,  was  also  educated  in  our  own 
college,  l^sides  being  a  native  of  this  State,  one 
^hosc  rare  acquirements  fitted  him.  in  the  opinion 
of  tho>«  best  nullified  to  judge.  «>  parry  on  the 
work  wulch  had  been  so  admirably  began,  we 
may  well  ask  ourselves,  whether,  having  done  so 
much  for  our  si-ter  city,  the  tim»  has  not  come  to 
ao  something  for  ourselves.  How  proud  would 
have  been  our  rank  to-day,  among  the  cities  of 
America,  had  we,  from  our  .abundant  means,  pro^ 
videdfor  Jewettand  Jillson  the  same  sphere  of 
activity  which  was  opened  td  them  in  Boston. 
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//  is  the  intention  to  issue  this  List  on  the  1 5M  of  each  month  ;  and 
we  shall  be  happy  to  forward  it  monthly,  gratuitously,  to  Librarians 
Secretaries  of  Book  Clubs  and  Readinj^  Societies,  Heads  of  Colleges  and 
Schools,  and  Private  Persofts,  who  will  transmit  their  addresses. 


\ 


\HE  Library  o/Congress,  which 
'  contains  1 7  5,000  volumes,  and 
from   50,000  to  70,000  pam- 
phlets,   secures,    under     the 
Copyright  Act,  a  copy  of  every 
American  work  without  cost, 
.„„..,^_______,  and     Congress    now    appro- 
priates 10,000  dollars  for  foreign  books,  no  part 
of  which  is  taken  for  binding  except  it  be  done 
abroad,  all  home  birding  being  done  at  the 
Government  bindery.     It  also  expends  1,500 
dollars  a  year  for  periodicals.  Mr.  A.  R.  Spof- 
ford,  the  librarian,  has  just  issued  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  i,  1868. 
By  operation  of  the  copyright  law  there  have 
been  added  to  the  whole  number  of  books 
1,682  ;  by  purchase,  3,208  ;  by  deposit  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  1,921  ;  by  presenta- 
tion—from  Russia,  Sweden,  Norway,   and 
Hamburgh-903  ;  by  exchanges,  784— which 
make  in  all  new  volumes  to  the  number  ot 
8  498.     In  addition  to  which  are  some  2,500 
pamphlets,  half  of  which  are  received  under 
the  copyright  law,  the  others  by  gift  or  pur- 
chase ;  1,561  pieces  of  music  ;  80  maps  ;  and 
347  engravings  and^  p^^'^f^yT^^^' 

Boston  Public  Library.— WehAve  also  just 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  this  mstitution, 
Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Trustees.  From  this  elaborate 
document,  which  forms  a  bulky  pamphlet  of 
114  pages,  we  glean  some  statistics  which  we 
think  will  be  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers. 


V 


The  Report  contains  a  generous  reference 
to  the  loss  which  the  Library  sustained 
during  the  past  year  in  the  sudden  death  of 
its  late  superintendent,  Mr.  C.  C.  Jewett,  a 
gentleman  whose  bibliographical  knowledge 
and  skill  in  the  arrangement  of  libraries  is 
said  to  have  been  unequalled  in  the  countr>^ 
He  was  a  "library  of  information  in  himself," 
and  his  skill  produced  a  system  which  future 
experience  will  find  it  hard  to  improve.  Mr. 
Jewett  had  the  management  of  the  library 
from  the  time  when  it  received  the  donation 
from  the  late  Mr.  Joshua  Bates,  of  the  firm  of 
Baring  Brothers,  in  1855,  amounting,  as  we 
gather  from  the  Report,  to  nearly  25.000 
volumes  besides  a  funded  sum  of  50,000  dol- 
lars, and  which  at  once  advanced  the  Library 
to  a  position  nearly  the  highest  in  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  Winsor  succeeded  Mr.  Jewett  in  the 
spring  of  last  year,  and  the  care  and  ability 
evidenced  in  the  present  Report  is  a  good 
indication  that  the  Library  has  found  in  him 
a  very  worthy  successor  to  that  gentleman. 

The  Library  contained,  on  the  first  of 
August  last  year,  144,000  volumes,  and  about 
20,000  pamphlets.  This  enumeration  puts  it 
for  extent  second  in  the  list  of  American  li- 
braries, the  Library  of  Congress,  as  we  have 
seen  above,  ranking  first.  The  Boston  Public 
Library  is  first  of  those  that  have  to  pay  for 
American  books,  as  well  as  foreign,  and  for 
these  purposes  its  present  income  amounts  to 
about  1 7,500  dollars.  The  other  large  libraries 
of  America  come  in  the  following  order  :— 
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Volumes.  Pamphlets. 


100,000 
70,000 


ao,ooo 


,  •«            XT   V                .     .  138,000 

Astor  I-'brary ,  W .  J  •    •     •    >  i ,  8,000 

Gore  Hall  (Harvard  College)      .  ^^ 

Boston  Athenaeum    ..     ••     •  „ 

New  York  Mercantile  Library    .  y  . 

Philadelphia  L-.b-rV  ,^^XvI "         6^'.^ 
Library  of  Parliament,  Ottaiva  .     ^ 

Yale  College     .     •     •     *    ;.  j     *         50,000 

TmcsfManctoter  84,«x,  volumes,  B.m,ng- 

htim,  so-ooo  yolumcs,  calculations 

rTTr    Wnso'^Re;"",  furnishes,  we 

i5?i?l«co-sSes%r*i;^. 

appears  to  be  abo^t  the  average^J^^.g 

^"f    ^M   at  the    New  York  Mercantile   L.- 

\  ,  ?  nn  old  title  -^  or  4  additional  copies 
^^'^^S  J  Tf  from  2I  to  lo  such  calls  for  a 
are  added  ;  ii  trom  ^i)  ly  ?       xr.  tn   ic   new 

new  novel  are  "l^^^  .^^i;^^ ^  ^^ot  notds!  a 
copies  are  ordered  ;   f  ^ook    not^^^^^  ^^.^^ 

new  copy  IS  added  tor  every^  preponder- 
Tn'^e^fTorU  scTms  to%rvail  i^n  E^land 

loorfciaUoninwSthe'diff^^^^^ 

:?e^  he  d       Mr.  Charles  Dickens,  as  mignt 

have  been  expected,  heading  the  list. 

nave  Dccii  V   y  ^^^.^^    Circulation 

in  vols. 


tinental  imprint  ,mply  -aU  benefit  thereby 

-Zsn^oSLiiS^rwiSr^^^^^^^^ 

in  the  world,    l''hrows  open  us  doors  to  ^^._ 

-Si^tpSfngr^---- 

desires,  and  on  «'^''"i>^  ^;^°  'J^oSlity  he 
ferences  without  P^c^^'f  >  '"^'Pwe  m^Y  add 
can  take  books  for  home  use  J^f^^"' J^  Li- 
that  of  the  144,000  voU; --^^f  J  ttve  been 
brary  is  composed  nearly  one  n^  remainder  a 
added  by  direct  gift,  while  of  the  ren 

^^^^LCrwrf  ;e;:^In:nt  value,  have 
Set  Wh t'^th  t^e  Lome  of  funds  cstab- 
lished  by  private  "^""'"^",^^' 


Austen,  Jane     . 
Braddon,  Miss 
Bronte,  C  •         ■        ' 

Bulwer       .         .         •         • 
Cooper       .         • 
Cummins,  Miss 
Dickens,  C.       •         •        • 

Eliot,  George    . 

Grey,  Mrs. 

Hughes,  Tom    . 

Tames.  G    P- R-        •        • 

lHuhlhach   Miss        .        • 

MuhKh,  Miss  (Mrs.  Craik) 

Reade,  Charles  .  • 
Scott,  Sir  W.  .  .  • 
Stowe,  Mrs.      .        •        •  ^^^ 

TlTttrelish  'authors  are  well  represented 
inTJS  libraiT  is  evidenced  by  the  foUowmg 
additions  during  the  year  :  Volume*. 

English  Books  with  Bntishjmpnnt.^^  .       J^o8 
"  "     Continental  Impnnt         Joo 


40 

56 

38 
171 
973 
109 

38' 
34 
43 
47 

178 

»30 
no 

67 

67 


367 

948 

383 

1,860 

4.4'7 
1, 66a 

''III 

8l3 

1,855 

3,270 

i,6ot 
588 

1,677 
750 
937 


Though  we'fear  that  the  American  and  Con- 


Thpre  will  shortly  appear  in  New  York  a 
woTk  whiS^if  we  ar'e  to  believe  the  author  w, 

be  one  of  the  most  '^^.^''^j^^  J^J^^;^,  ed^^ 
been  given  to  the  world.    It  is  enmieu, 

""L°no?Lrw^'^itcTdSW:S  a^^^^^^^ 
position ot  anew  scj^"^  ^  Andrews. 

"";^:'havrfalf.otathcr  Lm  the  some- 

w  tr-vnscendental  statement  in  which  the 

irhor'h^TaTcJ^'the  advent  oahe  new  sc.^^^^^ 

^ru"c.eS\niv  r^Uanguage.  .Seeing  that  a 
'jJ^peJladowing  forth  the  Pr.--P'«  "^  ',>■- 
r"^lr?S.e  and  a'urably  no\ced 
^yThe  e\"din"g  NcwVork  papers  ;  and  n,r,her 

-reCtre'^xptitiiof^itsprmci^cs.s 

P°"t"of1h?'ev"eXfintro5uaio„7ofthe 

"ce  to  a  paradisaic  existence  "''o- P'-Y^o- 
wm  transcend  the  highest  .magtnmgs  of  so 
called  Utopian  dreamers.  modesty 

or^J^.Tn'ire^S^TnincMnS&aiming 
dl  pretensions  to  personal  infallibility. 


The  following  refers  to  our  notice  of  the 
Boston  Public  Libidiy  in  our  lust  issue  :— 

"  I  ..hserve  in  the  '  Monthly  lUiltctin'  of  your  American 
and  Cul.mt.d  ,mt.Ucalion->  of  rel.rnary  islh.  m  the  account 
She  'uc  Library  of  the  City  of  I'.o.ton.  that  >t  chums 
tri-tl^  freest  in  the  world.'     Perhaps  you  will  state  n. 

your  next  nun.her  th.it  the  Manchester  Free  Libraries 
and  in  fact,  all  the  free  libraries  in  Knulan''.  are  a*  "'"i^h 
fn:e  as  that  at  H.ston.  if  not  freer.  1- t>r  n.Uance,  at 
HosloM.  accortlinu  to  the  regulations  .n  ^''^'^'^'Y^l'^l^!^ 
reading  room  for  periodicals,  and  the  u.c  ot  h'.okH  with- 
in  the  l.br..ry  buil.ling,  are  only  allowed  by  cards  to  the  in- 
habitant, of  the  c.ty  ;  as  to  stranKcrs  or  i>er>ons  vuitu.g  l he 
city,  they  arc  requested  to  prcnluce  a  "proper  reco.nmcnda^ 
tioi.,'  and  to  sign  the  '  slran^ers'  book.'  At  .Manchester,  the 
news  rooms  five  in  number  for  the  use  of  the  newspapers, 
periodicals,  and  other  publications  placed  on  the  stand*  and 
table*,  are  open  free  to  all  comers  without  :""'^"""  «' 
forn.alily  of  any  kind,  and  the  use  of  the  books  w.t  .  n  the 
libr.,ry  Im.lding.  comprehending.  w>th  the  reference  bbr.iry. 
six  ptibl.c  readins  r.i<.ms.  i*  free  to  all  person*  .^'«n"n{ J 
reader's  f  .rni  of  application  At  IJost..n,  no  personis  billowed 
to  obt.iiii  books  for  home  use  except  on  depos.t  of  sncli  sum 
for  the  volume  a.sked  f.r  as  '  the  superintendent  m.iy  re- 
quire,'  or  r.n  the  pr.Khictlon  of  a  '  .ali.factory  reference  to 
two  responsible  cituens.  At  Manchesier.  no  t^cuniary 
Ruanintee  is  roiuircd.  and  the  signature  of  «ne  citucn  or  of 
one  l'..rbamentary  elector,  as  a  voucher  for  the  return  of  the 
books,  is  sufficient  to  entitle  any  person  to  borrow  Ixx.k^ 
At  Uoston  a  fine  is  imposed  of  two  cents  (.er  day  for  each 
yt.li.me  kept  U.yon.l  the  lime  allowed,  and  ,.fter  it  has  been 
deuiined  three  weeks,  an  additional  fine  of  twenty  cents. 

'••I'he  onlyrcculation  of  the  Manchester  Free  Libraries  in 
this  respect  i»  a  notice  that  '  Ir.rrowcrs  det.iming  iK^oks 
beyond  the  lime  allowed  for  reading  are  d«:i'"vn.i?  others  of 
the  use  of  the  volumes,  and  render  themsclYes  liable  to  have 
their  borrowing  tickets  sus|K.ndcd,' a  regulation  which  i* 
construed  as  irix:rally  .is  possible,  and  generally  only  en- 
forc<-d  when  no  reasonable  excuse  for  the  dctenUon  of  the 
book.  .  ,.n  be  assigned.  "  Your  oliedient  ^r\^^l'    „ 

"A  VoiCK  ruou  Old  LNfa-awD. 


Pui/ic  Lihmry.  liostim,  Mnts.,  Office  0/ 
SufitrintcndeHt,  April  11*.  iWo) 
GRNTt.RstF.N.- -Allow  me  to  state  in  reply  to  "  A  Voice 
from  old  kngland."  in  your  bulletin  for  .March  isth,  that 
any  person,  resident  of  Bostfm  or  otherwise,  can  use  the 
books  and  perioflicals  of  this  library  in  the  Vniilding.  Kcsi- 
dcnts  to  Uke  b<K>ks  away  sign  an  application  for  the  card 
they  are  to  use,  and  pive  the  names  of  two  pcrs<m»  who 
know  theni.  and  these  in  rare  instances  are  seen.  No  pecu- 
niary deposit  is  rc»|uired  ;  and  the  references  are  not  re- 
quired to  sign  any  voucher,  and  indeed,  seldom  know  their 
names  are  used.  'I'he  fines  are  exacted  to  insure  a  greater 
circulation  of  the  same  Ixiok.  Our  Upper  Hall  Collect!. m 
of  120,'xjo  vols,  for  the  most  part  circulates,  like  the  br.ok» 
of  our  l^wer  Hall  numljcring  28,000  vols.;,  and  we  liavc 
vet  to  Icam  of  another  collection  of  the  sire  and  value  of 
this  upper  one  which  is  so  thrown  open  to  circulation  among 
the  iJC'iple  of 'a  considerable  city.  Vour  "  Voice"  baaed  his 
remarks  up<m'  regulatiff s  not  now  in  vogue 
rti*.  kcspcctfully 

"  Justin  Windsok. 

Supt> 


IV.  aa^iflang. 


rmbonDr.«.o.«il*ott 
(IBitn,  I^erefianumfl. 
25)ob.onfcieS5crlao«t>- 
(Ctlwtg,  a<inig«ftr.  3) 
p  rtd^ten. 


16.  Ml 


5It.  19. 


3nrcrftte 

k  2  ®flr.  fUt  bte  bret 
!Wal  flcfpoltene  ^Petit: 
jcile  tpcrbeii  Doujcfcer 
©ucfe--  unb  «unft^)anb: 
lung  anftcnommen. 


1869. 


SBcifilatt  snt  BeitffDrilt  tilt  Mlbciibc  ^Hn(t. 

©crlag  bon  C  SC.  Stcmann  in  Xet»5tg. 


Horbttmcrthnnifdies  Iun|IUbcn. 

Softon.  >«n  Wat  1869. 

^  gin  r?erv  3.  @.  ?l^)pteton  ton  ©often  tjat  fttr  fcte 
mm  etabtbiMiott)ef  bic  ©tiAfannnlunfl  be8  t^errtovbc* 
„en  Lrbinat«  Xcfti  angefanft  nnb  U)r  blefelbe  jnnt  ^e* 

lie  ©ammtunfl  unb  beren  fvttt)eren  Sefi^er  bet  g^m^en 
2Kitt^eit«ng  eine«  33eamten  ber  «ifeUctt)cf.  Gorbmal  ^ofti, 
t^elAer  am  23. 3)?ars  1866  im  ^Iter  t)on  90  3al)vcn  tarb, 
flalt  fiir  bcn  grcfeten  unb  fcbBnften  ber  Carbmale  fetnet 
Lit.   3m  3a^rc  1828  befcrflte  et  (nad)  Coppi,  Annah  | 
d'ltalia)  bie  ^a^ftticben  @efd)dfte  inlurin,  unb  ^eoXII. 
«anbte  fid,  an  i^n  um  «u«funft  Uber  bie  ^mauit^irtt,; 
(Aaft  ber  vnemculeflfd)en  ^Jegierung,    inbem  er  banut 
nm  iug,  bie  papftUd)e  ^inan5n)irtl,fd)aft  ju  reformiren. 
^   ^n  3aW  1834  ttbernatm.  Garbinal  Xcftt  bu  ^ettung 
I  ber  papftUAen  ^^inanjen  unb  befcrgte  biefelbe  10  t^oUe 
I  Sabre     iSr  ern>arb  fid>  aud?  ^erbienfte  um  etne  5lunf^= 
*   nnb  3nb«ftriefd)ute,  flir  beren  (^riinber  er  gilt  unb  o^ 
teren^ireftor  er  ftarb.  ^er  (^efammtn)ertt)  fe.ner®tiA= 
fammlung  t.irb  auf  10,000  ^ottar^  («cb  angegeben. 
Wd)«^unbert  ©latter  bcfinben  ft*  unter  OHa^  unb  m^ 
men;  ber  9?efl  ber  ©ammlung  (beren  gtud^al)!  i*  md>t 
crmittctn  fcnnte,  babie  .ermutbuug^u^cif  e  angegebene 
aabl  t)cn  10,000  faum  ridUig  fcin  fanu,  tnbem  fcnftan= 
fenommen  t^erbeu  miif;te,  bafe  bie  einjelnen  ©latter  ton 
febr  geringem  2?ertl)  feien)  ift  in  ©anbe  gecrbnet.    3bre 
©enutjung    i.irb    aber  bem   %U.bli!um    cvft   bann    cr. 
nu>glid>t  .^erben  fennen,  n>cnu  ba«  neuproicftirte  ©ibUo= 
t^efgebanbe  anfgeffl^rt  fcin  n>irb,  ba  in  bem  letjtgen  @e= 
baubc  fein  paffenber  'Mm\  borljanben  ift. 


Dmli:  aJuming  STraDcllcr. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  12,  ISOa- 


CI*  ■■••  hound  111   ft>lio«.     lli«»y  »TV 


^ev  are  Aectea  to  arrive  this  HiiriiiK- 
Mr  Apjifei  w««  one  ot  the^  "i^R^tll^, 


of  tbe 
tasU- 


UWrtS^-  L'foTt^^'uH^  h^.-inWrt.^B- 
S.™  for  the  euUfKwneut  of  a  pro,H.r  au«  arte  r.«ni. 


only 
riT  in 


»^.       t 


Journal. 


StPPLEMEXT. 

It  has  for  several  years  been  apparent  tatM  Baard 
'{T^ZToi^^^oMon  I'ut.lic  Library  tbat   he 
nJeTrnot  far  off  when  an  enlar.^ement  of  the 
«!^t  P.liflce  would  bdr.'4iiiretl,  to  meat  not  only 
Eml'utZnts  of  tf  nsmuaou,^ut to  p^ 
vide  for  the  future  assured  growth  of  tn^^»^'^^>^- 
The  success  of  the  Ubrary  has  far  exceeded  the  an- 
Sipa  ioS  of  its  earliest  frienda.  and  the  nolde 
Sfor4lch  it  performs  wa.  scarcely  counted 
upon  wl  en  the  inltir.^ry  step,  were  t.Aon  to  pro- 
viTa  bunding  for  the  uses  of  the  library.     The 
J^.Uittees  hfving  the  subject  i"/-^^ ^^^ 
uriUlv  desirous  of  taking  a  step  «t  the  pr..»ent 
Sn  e  that  nhall  be  not  only  an  economical  one,  but 
Sail  amplv   uecomniodate  the  library  f^T  ye«rs 
totme     Whether  to  enlarge  the  present  c^lh^ 
or  selTit  and  erect  a  ..ew  bulldUg  upon  tUe  G^m- 
monwcalth  land  hi  the  question  nowujjjj^^    ^ 
.Ion.  Tlie  p»tfi«ll**uilding  is  most  '^l^gESn n  .1 
Itiseasvof  acX%om  allpart^of  thjjte||in  u 

frw  vears  ib-iH^e  surrounded  by  '•'•WKW:  , 

'.  Z  LT>  V*^-"'  ™'"  '"fir "  Sti  .he 

(lie  crecllJSLr*  "="  ''"Mini;,  *««PI"'  "" 


tuc  creuunjpinpir*"    "" 

ure-sent  edifi«l*ould  bring  a  sum 

sufBclcn^UiDV  f'>r  a  commodious 

htructur^^tc  objections  to  this  ^ 

from  tho^eHftng  at  a  distance,  wh*J 

a  location  i«  the  vicinity  of  the  lutj" 

nology  as  being  too  far  removed 

donees.   tysl$  gbj.  crion  could  In  i 
be  overcome  by  ttie  e^tabli>hment  ^r-j^, 
rics  in  dM^nt  sections  of  the  cti;^,  to  aaea  al 
ready  J^y  th.  trustee.    The£ropos^  re- 

moval  i      hlch  win  uv^akcr  ^f  ^fc"^;^,!  ! 

and  the  m««a  will  be  vciy  calmly  a^m^  red  t,y 
competent   committees    before    anr<«W^lon 
rcaotied. 


ON-HBBALD. 


Jrger  iM.«  ii^atof  .«y  Otl..r  F.P«r 
IB  Bo>to»  o»  H«w^>Bl»»*^ 

~;^;n^Klslartv««^tei''Bee  lourth  page  of 
this  morniug'H  Hekald. 

ATFAUM  AfS^*^  *^"'*'* 

BOABD  OF  ALDBUMEi*.    A  special  meetlag 
wM  h^  yest«xdu,.  Alderman  Jame.  pre^ld 

on  BovlBton  »tr«-t,)  preBcmea  »^  ?rruMee^  o! 
that  aftvr  ♦■oo^"''""^"  rcHrefu1e^a«nniatloa 

oogbfares  of  Uie  c  ly ,   an«J   mn^m  ^^^^^1^ 


by  tail  UuUOJDgN  U  l.ch* 
Tenwl-Ucs  for  a  library,  v! 
and"  ontiUllon..ud  these 

rd  tiT  any    ♦nlarK''""  »»■  *"^ 
buiioinK     Tbe  euUrK.iPon, 

aw  n  that  vliluMV.  tbey  a. 
;uMthoadvai.t«5..H«^m«:^' 

a;  artap..dU>  ;^e   -■" 
found  ^* 

Mayor  10  pvmppv  >^^  ^'^  ^  -na 
a  lot  oflnnd  on  lh«-  B»;-\  «*{,- 
aide  h.r  the  Iwatiuu  of  »  UuU 
as  a  Pal.llc  Library.  ^ 

The  report  »■■   *'^'^  »^.J.l 
adopted  by  a  nnaolmoa'  Joie. 


esAential 
IBS,  Hsbt 
be  gain 
of  the 
luildinK 
Litlooiil 
eatrs- 
,_uinton 
warraut 
"    illdtrK 
qulio 
mtloQ 
>rary, 
oe 


order 


Dailn  (Cunung  ^gj^cucr. 


OCH  PrtJLicLinBABV.-Tlie  investigation  s-t  \ 
on  foot  bv  the  City  Council,  with  reference  to  the 
etilarKcmcut  oi   the  Public  Library  bulidlng,  has 
resulted  in  its  condenmution  of  the  building',  and 
of  the  locality,  for  the  purpose.^  of  a  publir,  libra- 
ry    However  much  this  may  be  re„n-ctted,  it  can 
not  be  very  surprising  to  any  one  who  is  faiuili  ir 
with  the  construction  of  the  present  library  build-  l 
imr,  and  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  work  which  I 
it  involves,  tliat  the  structure   should    be  con- 
demned.   Thoufrh  externally  sutflcicntly  unpre- 
tendin«',  its  main  hall  is  an  imposin-  .<ind  elegant 
room.  "But  here  one  must  stop.    Everything  de- 
sirable alK)Ut  a  library  has  been  sacrificed  to  that 
one  thing-a  grand  show  room.    The  akovcs  t^re 
deep  and  dark;    are  placed  tier  above  tier,  up 
Uire©  or   four   flights   of  steep,  winding,  nar- 
row   iron    stau-ways;     and    tlio    only    access 
to    the    alcoves    is    through    narrow  and    low 
passage  ways,  hardly  high  enough  for  a  tall  man 
to  pass  comfortably  under,  or  a  stout  man  to 
work  easily  Uirough.  AU  this  i.ivolvco  an  amount 
of  the  most  toilsome  kind  of  work  on  the  librarl- 
ana  and  their  assistants,  and  work,  too,  winch  is 
not  unattended  with  extra  hazard  to  limbs  and 
life  itself.    We  have  always  supposed  that  in  time 
extensive  and  expensive  alterations  w.mld  bo  nec- 
essary to  satbfy   the  wants  of  such  a  library  as 
ours  is  destined  to  be. 

But  as  to  location,  we  confess  that  we  can  hard- 
ly agree  with  the  committee  of  the  City  Council. 
It  wems  to  us  that  no  plan  could  be  better 
or  more  central  and  accessible  than  the  present 
location,  and  we  should  deeply  regret  to  see  the 
Ubrary  removed  to  any  othei>-moro  especially  to 
prr.posed,  on  the  B-ck  bay,  near 
^^cwbury  streets.  We  hope  the 
ikrant  no  land  for  a  Public  Library 
It  the  prestmt^Mj«^'5S  JU  be 

i^,  aulll  uoccssary  enifcpBii!*^^  ™*<1*^ 

"t^'^^^c  wants  of  book-readpi^  "^T"1k '' 
the  city,  who  ran  be  l)etter  accommodated  ou  the 
^resent  site  than  anywhere  else. 


CITY    OOVEENMENT. 


cbalr. 

rUBUC   LIBBARY    BriLDIWG. 

Tho  Joint  SlandlnK  t'«'^™'"?«,°°J"'i''Ld  en   -" 

present  buiblliiu  i«  entindy  unsult 
put  and  future  wants  cf  "»«  at)raJi 
t.  o  small,  but  beiiiR  "'tuf  *i^  •;,",^ 
thoioupblnnsof  the  city.  »»«*,''* 
J.y  tab  buildin«.  U  lacks  the  thi 
quisifs  (or  a  lU.rary,  ^^J.-.-^ft^S 
vrntilntion.  and  Ibese  could  ""J  »« 

e,darK.m..nt  «'  ^'^^'J'illl'i^g^io^fld  ^cc"sMiate  the 
en  arjcineut  01  the  uuuuii's  .u.wof   the 

the  Hbrarj-,  and   »u/-b  «  ^'^^^u^Jymmonwe^Hb'n 

)ands.    The  .•Mn.miltrc    ^I^^^JTe'^jf  thn  library,  In 
:  which  they  favor  the  prop'.8e<^''an(!e  ^    ^^^_ 

:  and  would  recommend  the    pa««age  01 
I  Ing  order: 

I- or  the  ciramittee  ^^   Chairman- 

,I!UA><  IS  R'5L"/Ji„Ur  be  Mthor- 
r<S¥tr.intof  «l'»t 
^U^,  suitable  for  the 

^•SL  lu  the  Board  of  f^l^:;:^^^^  ""'  »**' 
Read  twice  and  pawed  in  i  oi.curr 


to   til.'    |"i'S- 

It  is  a<  i  'iv 
f  theousK^.Ht 
J  hemmed  in 
|e»««'nuai  re- 
ta.  li^bt,  and 
jTtued  bjr  any 
iUdm«.    The 


PllOVIDENCE  JOURNAL. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  5,   1869. 


THB    BOSTON     PUBLIC     LIBRARY. 

Oorreepondsnce  of  tbe  Joarnal. 

,;,    BosTOK,  Mar^L  29. 
There  is  perhaps  n#  place  worthier  the  pro- 
found reverence  of  a  reflective  mind  and^ous 
heart  than  a  great  Piciblic  Library.     The  city  of 
Boston  is  entitled  to  a  proud  preeminence  for  the 
completene88>nd  liberality  of  hers.     Containing 
next  to  that   of   Congress  at  Washington,  the 
largest  collection  of  volumes  on  the  American 
continent,  144,000,  it  is  so  munificently  endowed 
and  carefully  guarded  by  her  citiajus,  that  it  seems 
to  unfold  a  limitless  heritage  of  intellectual  treas- 
ures to  generations  that  will  fallow  theirs,  whilst 
the  poorest  and  humblest  of  h«r  children  to-day 
enters  freely  and  draws  equally   from  its  precious 
stores,  limited  only  by   the  sLinplest  regulations 
essential  for  their  proservation  and  order. 

It  has,  moreover,   a  distinctive  feature,    dis- 
tinguishing it  from  all  large  and  nearly  all  public 
libraries,  which  makes  it  almost  as  marked  in 
difference  as  is  a  living,  breathing  body   from  a 
cold  marble  form.     It  is  a  distributing  library, 
unlike  the  Astor  at  New  York,  a  hive  from  whose 
cells  the  leisurely  alone  can  draw,  with  books 
never  allowed   to  pass    bayond    its  walls,    thus 
available  only  to  the  few  who  have,— that  rarity 
among  our  people,— days  to  spare.     This  Boston 
Libsary,  like  a  great,  palsating  heart,  sends  its 
vast  arteries    of    intelligence    through    all    the 
highways    and  by-ways    of    the    town,  searches 
out,       penetrates,      illuminates,      and      purifies 
every     nook    and    corn«r    of     the    fei-.  *   city. 
A  ministering    angel,    it  lessens  and  briKhtens 
grief,  poverty  and  care,  fol"  it  has  mental  aliment 
for  every  condition  of  the  human  soul — religion, 
science,  history,  philosophy,  poetry,  romance  and 
art,  food  for  all.  ,  „ 

There  will  be  less  "dftziog  over  pipe  and  mug, 
fewer  wanderings  from   the  fireside  where  a  good 
hook  enters.     It  will  t8.ke  the  strain  off  the  tiied 
mother   who    rocks  the  cradle    and  hushes    the 
children,  to  hear  ;  boys  will  stay  ut  home  to  lis- 
ten ;  girls  find  themselves  slowly  but  surely  lifted 
into  the  "clear  sunned  heights"  of  a  "new  atmos- 
phere."    The  largo  reading  room,  amply  supplied 
with  all  desirable  American  and  many  foreign 
periodicals,  has   also   its  direct  value  and  interest 
in  filling  unoccupied  hours  and  drawing  wander- 
ers there.     Indeed  the  demoralizing  influences  of 
?>reat  cities    may  yet  come  to  be  "a   tale  that 
s     told,"      with      such      strengthening      and 
Tivifying  forces,  steadily  working  to  nurify  and 
elevate  them.    Boston  gives  to  day,   beside  her 
vast  charities  for  physical  necessities,  her  best  re- 
ligious services,  her  best  rauhic,  her  best  lectures, 
as  well  as  her  line  schools  and  frw  library,  equal 
ly  to  all.     Her  "egotism"  certainly  runs  in  very 
noble  channels,  and  around  such  a  "Hub"  the 
world  would  do  well  to  spin. 

Emulating  her  good  example  heretofore,  and 
*-eeping  stead?  pace  with  her  progress,  the  second 
citv  of  New  England  only  needs  to  follow  her  el- 

der  iiatfc'  >«  o°«  ™of«  ''<"■''•  *°*  *'°'^''  ^^'  °^^'® 
iKirDOse  oi"  erecting    a  Pub'ic   Library,    to  com- 
Setran  education*!   system  whose  foundations 
Ee  already  so  secanj'y  l*id  in  the  solid  gr^ue  of 
lier  excellent   public  lichools.    May  she  b?ing  to 
thU  endeavor— the  best  reaources  of  that  mtell^- 
tnal    spiritual  and  material  wealth  of  which  she 
has  eo  ample  a  share— with  a  profound  cotnpas 
•i<m  "for  that  unlettered,  small  knowing  soul,  that 
bath    never  fed  on  the  dainties  that  arc  bred  in  a 

Iwok."  .      .L    ^     -1       A 

Those  who  are  interested  in  tho  details  ana 
practical  working  of  this  great  institution,  this 
-Boston  Public  Library,"  whose  moral  signiR- 
canoewe  have  alone  endeavorwl  to  express,  will 
•ad  ample  information  in  iU  last  "Annual  Ke- 
«M't  for  18G8,  containing  a  large  amount  of  com- 
'     ^tive  tables  and  sUtistics,  compiled  with  great 

£•»>        —J  „.~.  T.  c. 

delitT 


^nd  care. 


/ 


\  .-.-v 
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Extension  of  Public  Libraries.- At  the  suggestion  of  several 
members,  specially  interested  in  the  subject,  the  Association,  through 
a  Sub-Committee  of  experts,  have  undertaken  a  work  which,  it  is  con- 
lidently  believed,  will  encourage  and  facilitate  the  establishment  of 
Public  Libraries  throughout  the  l^nion. 

The  Committee  will  attempt  for  this  country  something  analogous 
to  what  has  been  accomplished  in  France,  by  the  Societe  Franklin 
The  Society  Franklin  was  establislied  in  1802  under  the  direction  of 
M    M.  Boussingault,  Jules   Simon,  Ed.  Laboulaye  and  other  distm- 
guished  literary  and  scientific  men,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
formation  of  Public  Libraries  in  France,  and  has  been  in  successful 
operation  ever  since.     To  this  end  an  office  was  opened  in  1  aris  for 
the  collection  and  distribution  of  information  likely  to  be  of  service  to 
such  enterprises,  and  a  pamphlet  issued  giving  some  general  hints  as 
to  the  organization  and  management  of  Public  Libraries  together  with 
a  Catalogue,  which  might  aid   persons   charged  with  the  selection  of 
books  in  making  their  choice.     The   Society  offers  to  supply  any  of 
the  books  upon  its  list  at  a  discount  from  the  regular  shop-prices,  and 
to  assist  in  forwar.ling  them.    It  also  endeavours  to  keep  in  communi- 
cation with  any  libraries  that  may  be  established,  and  to  make  their 
experience  available  to  the  public  and   to  each  other.     It  is  ready  to 
Hct  as  an  intermediary  for  the  distribution  of  books  which  the  donor 
may  desire  to  devote  to  the  public  use,  without  having  in  mind  any 
precise    destination   for   them.     In    the    years    IHd.VH,   the    Society 
Mipplie.1  eighteen   thousand  seven  huiulred  an<l   nine  volumes  to  one 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  Libraries,  and  also  distributed  gratuitously 
.mong  them  four  thousand   an.l  thirty  volumes  in  the  period  Ix-tween 
August   1804  and   May  1808,  from  donations   ma<le  to  the  Society 

for  this  purpose.  ,.       ,  ,.  /.  .i  „ 

In   imitating  the  action  of  the   Societe    Franklin,  so  far  as  the 
example  is  applicable  here,  the  Committee  avails  itself  of  the  special 
experience  of  one  of  its  members,  ISIr.  Justin  Winsor,  Superintendent 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  and  of  other  gentlemen,  and  also  of  a 
jrreat  mass  of  information  ui>on  all  matters  connected  with  library 
management,  collected  by  Mr.  Winsor,  through  means  of  a  circular 
addressed   to  various  libraries  throughout  the   c;ountry   and   also  in 
Cantula  and  in  Europe.    Its  immediate  purpose  is  to  issue  a  pamphlet 
containing  some  suggestions  which  may  be  of  use  in  the  lormation 
and  management  of  Libraries  and  also  a  fii>ecimen  list  of  lK,oks,  to  bo 
hereafter  modified  and  enlarged,  as  experience  may  dictate,  with  the 
prices  at  which  they  may  be  obtained.     The   lioiH.  of  the  C.,mmittee 
is  that  a  Central  Bureau  may  thus  be  established  under  the  charge  ot 
the  Association,  to  whi<h  all  iH3rsons  seeking  information  upon  this 
subject  may  apply  with  the  confident  expect.ation   of   finding  here 
bio'n.dit   together  and  available  for  use  tl,.   experience  of  the  whole 
country  and  of  foreign  countries,  and  an  opportunity  of  comparing  opin- 
ions with  others  similarly  interested.     The  suggestions  and  CaUilogue 
referred  to  are  now  in  course  of  preparation,  an.l   it  is  hoiked  that 
they  will  be  leadv  for  distribution  before  the  close  of  the  year. 
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Public  I^lkrwry. 

The  L^islatire  Committee  on  Public  Lands  g»re  the 
city  01  IJostou  a  hearioK  thU  morning,  on  ft  petition  for 
a  grant  of  land  on  the  Back  Bay,  for  a  site  fbr  a  Public 
Library  building. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Keith  appoared  lor  the  city,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rison Loring  against  the  grant. 

Mr.  Keith  stated  to  the  committee  that  f^  present 
library  building  was  utterly  insufflclentln  slM;  and  un- 
suitable in  every  other  respect,  for  such  a  ll^(|wi »»  the 
city  is  building  up.  It  had  neitlier  room,  nOr  light, 
norvwitilation.  And  it  was  so  located  ti^ttiffledea. 
cli  ncieti  could  not  well  be  supplied  by  anra««^tlons 
In  the  piesout  building  or  adiitious  to  it.       ,jg|^ 

'Iht'v  could  buy  land  adjoiuing,  but  at  an  flnOrmous 
expense,  eay  &H0,0OO;  ai-d  the  udaitions  |nJl. altera- 
tlous  would  cost  four  or  Qve  hundred  UiouwiM  dollars 
more.    And  then  they  would  not  be  at  aU  ^*.  was 

"*Tlicre  was  no  spot  la  Boston  where  th«y  e^ld  get 
land  suitable  for  their  purpose,  now  unoeoopH^d,  but 
on  the  Back  Bav  lands,  *^o  caUed. 

Ibefce  the  ciiy  had  freely  granted,  tor  oth«r  public 
and  useful  purposes,  and  thus  established  a  prec.^d  -iit. 
The  city  library  was  a  great  pubho  institution,  for  the 
sunrort  of  winch  tJie  public  was  now  oxiMHidlng  some 
f  56  00<»  a  year  or  more.  If  the  Common wealtii  sliould 
fijuiit  the  city  an  acre  or  two  of  land,  the  city  wo  aid 
Hcct  a  builuiug  upon  It,  which  would  cost,  say  a  nnl- 
llon  of  dollars,  and  bo  an  ornament  to  that  section  of 
the  city,  and  frreutly  advance  the  price  ot  Uud  owued 
by  the  Commonwealth  all  around  the  site. 

Mr  Windsor,  the  8ui>eiiutendent  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, conlirmid  all  that  Mr  Keith  had  said  rdlativo  to 
the  uuBuitableness  of  tlio  present  location  and  building 
of  the  citv  library.  It  had  neither  liKht,  nor  room,  nor 
ventilation,  no  accommodutiou,  for  the  forty  work- 
people employed  in  it.  Kvery  thing  had  be«u  worlaced 
to  the  bhow-liall. 

11  was  the  only  large  public  library  m  the  world 
which  was  absolutely  free  to  the  public  use.  Twenty 
thousand  books  were  issued  from  tbe  upper  hall  every 
year,  and  2U0,WX)  Irom  the  lower  hall. 

He  antlciimteu  a  lallinji  olffiom  the  use  of  the  uppw 
hall  by  the  removal  to  the  back  bay.and  tVom  the  lower 
hall  he  thought  it  ilkelv  the  falling  oft  wonld  amount 
U)  m  per  cent.  This  he  proposcMl  to  iVnedJ  OY  the 
establishment  of  lour  branch  libraries,  in^mcrenl  seo- 
Uons  of  the  city,  conUinlng  from  seven  to  twelve  thou- 
sand volumes  each.  ~  ^  **»,  T  I  - 
In  connection  with  a  sug«ro"tlon  from  Mr.  LiOring, 
there  ensued  considerable  discussion  as  to  ttie  dosire- 
ableness  of  placing  a  ctmtral  library  building  tor  the 
accomodation  of  the  city,  on  the  extreme  Borders  of 
the  city,  whore  it  was  proposed  to  place  this  building. 

It  being  thought  desirable  that  the  commlttea  should 
view  the  ground  in  controversy,  an  adjournment  was 
moved  to  12 'i  to-morrow,  the  coinmitu-e  to  meet  at 
the  Public  Library,  in  Boylston  street.    After  which 


they  ma; 


streets. 


ly  CO  to  the  proposed  location,  nearl/ opposite 
•flseum,  betwiH-n    Dartmouth    and    Clareudo* 


dailu  a;ucmn9  vTvaDcllcr, 


THURSDAY,  MAT 


""TiS^PiFnUC  LlBRAIlT   ON    TIIK   B.U  K   BAT.— 

It  appears  from  the  statcmgi^  mude  before  the 
L««iilatiT€  Committee  dRNilll^^I'Mds,  yester- 
day, that  it  is  now  propowclflO remove  the  Public 
1  Library  from  one  of  the  most  accessible  spots  In 
Boston  to  oneof  the  least  accessible.    We  hare  no 
objection  to  a  grant  of  land   to  the  city,  but  the 
erection  of  a  new  library  buUdinjf  on  it,  of  the 
kind  proposed,  we  have,  in  common  with  our  cit- 
izens pcncrally,  rery  strong  objection'^.      Let  any 
one  glai.cc  at  the  map  of  Boston  and  he  will  see  at 
once,  that  for  the  present  generation   at  least, 
Buch  a  location  as  Is  proposal,  would  be  entirely 
aside  from  a  central  or  accessible  position  for  a 
great  public  library.    And  then,  the  enormous 
expense  which  such  a  remoTal  would  Involve  is  a 
most  serious  objection  to  the  conteinplatefl  pro- 
ject.   A  million  of  dollars  for  a  start  on  the  new 
bnilding,  and  we  know  not  how  many  hundreds 
of  thousands  for  branch  libraries  in  ditfcnMit  sec- 
tions of  the  city,  aie  items  worth  the  considera- 
tion of  the  public.    If  the  city  Is  prcptred  to 
spend  money  after  this  fashion,  let  the  Hotel  Pel- 
ham  and  the  ntljoininjr  estates Jje  boa|^t  and  the 
naessary  enlargements  be  maduilHi^  Itte  at  onc9 
t  <»mmanding  and  accci^sible.    It  would  cost  a  large 
anm  to  do  this ;  but  when  done,  it  would  be  a  sat- 
isfactory thing. 


tt^  We  hope  those  of  our  citizens  who  arc 
interested  in  the  Public  Library,  and  desire  that 
it  shall  remain  as  it  has  Iwen,  a  benefit  to  the 
people  of  Boston,  will  take  measures  to  prevent 
the  proposed  removal  to  the  new  land  on  the 
Back  Bay.  The  order  favoring  its  removal  was 
carried  through  the  City  Council  with  suspicious 
hnsti',  and  if  our  citizens  do  not  soon  speak  in 
remonstrance,  all  the  practical  benefits  of  the 
Library  will  be  lost,  and  the  city  will  become 
saddled  with  an  additional  debt  of  two  or  throe 
millions  of  dollars,  with  no  advantage  to  any 
one  but  land  speculators  and  contractors,  and 
liiose  with  whom  they  may  share  their  profits. 

The  present  Library  building,  though  not  what 
it  should  be,  might  have  its  defecls  remedied  by 
any  competent  architect,  and  will  accommodate 
twice  as  many  books  as  it  now  contains,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  need  of  enlargement  for  many 
years.  When  the  time  for  enlargement  shall  have 
come,  there  is  land  enough  In  the  rciir  of  the 
Library  to  accommodate  twice  tne  numoer  oi 
books  which  the  present  building  will  contain, 
and  this  belongs  to  the  city,  having  been  bought 
for  this  tti>o  when  the  Library  lot  was  selected. 
The  pi«>p#Kion  to  erect  a  ncil  Library  bnilding 
in  anothis?  locality,  is,  therefore,  a  brtd  *nd  reck- 
less one,  a^  if  earned  otttwill  onlaU  a  lar^^e 
debt  upon  our  citizens  and  deprive  them  of  bene- 
fits they  now  enjoy. 


(^/'      ^(}AtJl4 


Tlt«  Pnblle  L<ltoraury. 

We  B«^  BO  reason  to  Aauge  the  opinion  we 
have-heretofore  expressed  against  the  removal 
Jc  Library  to  the  Bsck  Bay  lands. 
;e  a  "Job"  to  enable  some  people  to 
a;  the  pubh ;  exvenae.  U  It  is 
go  through  we  shall  have  a  large 
our  already  heavy  den%  aad  the 
not  be  MO  well  served  as  at  present. 
Idlng  now  ocx^npled,  ?|^j^"''*' 
uiau<.i>««asare  proposed,  will  be  W  wt  is 
required  for  a  hundred  yean.  IMm«;.  half 
the  book?  now  in  the  llbrwry  are  ••ver  called 
for  or  referred  to,  and  might  as  welH*  ground 
over  to  save  room. 


I     :    l< 


WEDNESDAY,   JULY  7,  1869. 


The   Public    L.lbri»ry. 

It  Will  be  Been  by  the  report  of  the  meeting  oi 

the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ycstenlay  afternoon,  that 

the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library  ^^--^^^'^^ 

au  enlargenient  and  improvement  of  the  Wnrary 

hnildine     The  trustees   now   propose   that  th. 

o^mUteeonpubUc  building  be  authorised  to 

advertise  for  plan,  for  alterations  and  additions 

Tthe  present  building,  the  addition,  to  be  er^t- 

ed  on  the  yacant  land,  belonging  to  the  library, 

on  Van  Rcnsellaer  plaee.    The  trustees  express 

the  opinion  that  such  alterations  and  additions 

can  l^  made  as  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  library 

for  a  number  of  years  to  come.  ^  ,    „„,, 

If  more  room  is  imperiously  demanded,  and 

further  accommodations  are  absolutely  necessaiy 

fur  the  Public  Library,  the  plan  now  proposed  is 

doubtless  the  rijjht  thinjr.    The  land  on  Van  Ken- 

sellacr  place  was  originally  secured  by  the  city 

for  the  express  purpose  of  making  enlargements; 

andwc  should  think  might  be  built  upon  at  a 

comparatively  moderate  expense,  and  made  to 

furnish  all  the  accommodations  which  the  library 

wiU  absolutely  need  for  very  many  years     For 

what  the  present  library  buUdlng  is  specially  dcfi" 

( icnt  in  Is  good  working  rooms  for  the  employees 

in  certain  departments  of  library  work. 

Tlicse  provided,  the  present  building  ought  to 
he  sufficient  for  a  long  time,  as  a  library; 
cspeclaUy,  If  another  plan  contemplated  by  the 
trustees  should  be  carried  out-that  of  establish- 
ing branch  libraries  In  different  quarters  of  the 
city ;  for  there  must  still  be  shelf  room  enough 
in  the  present  librar}-  building  for  at  least  a  thinl 
more  volumes  than  now  occupy  them. 

As  to  the  plan  of  making  the  Public  Library 

serve  the  pun»ose8  of  art  as  well  as  literature, 

and  erecting  halls  for  statuary,  and  painting,  and 

curiosities  in  gcneral-ln  short  making  It  a  show 

house-there  li  so  much  to  be  said  against  it, 

that  It  ought  not  lightly  to  be  adopted;  and  we 

tm»t  that  the  City  Council  may  not  be  drawn 

InU)  the  adoption  of  any  exiKjnsive  plans  for 

makingour  quiet  rublic  Library  a  place  of  general 

resort  for  pleasure  seekers  and  curiosity  hunters. 


coMMOTC  coxrwrii.. 

THiRSDAT,  De«.  16.  18fl9.-A  regular  wwklT  meeUag 
of  the  iomiDon  Council  wu  held  IhU  erealng,  ITwldent 
Harris  In  the  chair. 

PaDer*  from  the  Board  ai  Aldermen  were  acted  upon  In 

concurrence. 

Orders  Paned.-To  rebntld  the  walU  of  on«lpe^»>o"»« 
No  W  put  a  enomcnt  In  book  aiuJ  ladder  hoti»t  No  1 
«an^iuen*onf»1000;  to  take,  for  the  pun.oa*- of  laying 
"u?AtKc;yen^e.thce«tate  on  India  Whart^^^^^^^ 

fl^r^  denng*ndTr*dlnrof  nan.ilu,n  «ree.  at  the  sum 
„.  •iionn-?n  niirchasf  tie  euttte  of  Joun  taiiu,  m 
Settleffi'    of '^.Cage.     for     U>e      laying  ^^\^^. 

Matlon   No.  6-,.'^,,V'S"  huUdlnus  $1000  Uj  the  aonropria- 
Vrlmary  schools,  publlc^buiimn^^^^  tJ.-HlO  to 

to  pay  J.  M.     ■"•^"",**7trVmHt^r<'<'''a''l  amount  from 
?i?iX"rye':rf^n'd\  t^tmn.rfc?';im"S^  tho   reserved 

..T  lUim^r  and  W In.  low  streote  to  ho  added  u>  the  yard  of 

**'/yu]r'y**u"''C."9.-Mr.Tncker.from  the  committee  on 
nnhVlr  hulldlniis  to  whom  was  referred  iho  order  t<.  on- 
fHrff^H  ."e  I  " u»c  N  9.  en  W  Rtnet,  South  W.«ton.  at  an 
e/tlmated  expense  of  tlO,(»00,  made  a  report  Ihai  a.  there 
wer?d  tfcrencc«  ol  opinio.,  in  regard  f.  the  oxpe.1le.jcy  of 
maklnK  the  proposed  alteraUon  or  of  erecting  «  "<'w Jiouw 
J^  f  F  sfreet  the  comiplltce  recommend  that  the  order  be 
r"fJ;.ed  to  the  next  city  council.    The  reoort  was  »c- 

^^Th^Normal  School  llouie.-Kn  order  was  adopted  »u- 
thorlzlSe  coinmltlee  on  public  buildings  to  make  such 
alteiatlonsaH  n.av  l.e  required  l.i  the  plan  for  hfr  r..of  of 
the  new  nore.al  school  house,  to  aff.r.l  facilities  for  astro- 
_,  i:ri  lv,.Hi...  •  the  pxnense  of  such  alUsraUons  to  be 
Sged?l  ttVpKopriXnfor.hetJirls'  High  and  Nor- 

"^f^^'^a  Amendmm  to  thf  City  ^''^'"•''t;-^'  ^elth 
offered  an  order  that  the  inator  l.e  rwiuested  to  Petition 
?he\e«lslatt^r«  tor  the  naasage  of  an  a«l  l'«»*''l';"f  '!•[*" 
ameiidment  to  the  city  ch«rt«'r  so  tnat  the  Bo..rd  of  Alder- 
^?J*  ..iDuld  e..„..«t  herc-.f.er  of  sixteen  mri'i*"'',:,'„r '„« 
eUcted,  one  lr»m  each  ward  In  tho  city.  The  order  wm 
pSMCd  to  a  kecoud  reading. 

ri-BLIC    LIBKA8T. 

Mr.  Keith,  ftom  the  committee  on  public  buildings,  who 
were  requested  to  obtain  plans  and  estimates  tor  the  en- 
largement or  alteraaon  o'  the  library  building  on  Boyl- 
ston  street,  made  the  following  report:— 

In  acconlanee  with  the  request  of  the  cltv  council,  the 
committee  detailed  an  architect  to  confer  wtth   the   t>i)ard 
of  truitees  ol  the  library,  and  make  sach   sketches  tor 
the  enlargement  and  alteration  of  the   present    library 
building     as     might      be     suggested    for    the    purpose 
or  adapting  It  to  the  present  and  tuturo  wants  of  the  com 
innnlty.     Much  time  and  attention   have  been  given   to 
the  subject  by  the  architect  aai!  the  omceni  of  the  library, 
and  the  result  of  their  labors  Is  presented   In   the  seyeral 
drawings,  showing  the  different  arra.igetni-nfs  which  may 
be  made  to  fumlsn  accommodatl-'ns  on  Uir  ioi  wiv."  owned 
by  the  city,    and  also  showing    an    ndargement  of  the 
present  an  a  hy   purchasing  estates  on  either  side.    The 
board  of  trustees  appear  to   have  heroine  cdnvlared  that 
proper  nccommodaUon..  both  as  reganls  space  and  those 
Important  requisites,  light  and  air,  can  be  furnished  only 
hy  purchasing  additional  land.  _   .    .    .w        ... 

Ill  their  annual  report,  now  being  prlntet.  they  sUU 
that 'the  library  nin»it  have  more  room.    Almost  eyerr 
department  requires  enlarged  convenleiieeR     The  eatab- 
llshment  of  branch  libraries  will  probably  relieve  the  dls_ 
trlbatlng   rt>om  of  a  pnrUon  of  borrowers,  but  It   will 
eyen  then  be  insufflcenl     The   vislt/irs  of  the  reaillng- 
room  already  excewl  the  limits  framed  to  fulfil  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Halts  donation  ,,      , 
"I he  trustees  have  ayall»<l  themselyss  of  the  walls  of 
the  vubllc  rooms  of  the  lower  story  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
ploying a  portion  of  the  munlflcenl   gilt  of  Mr.  Appleton. 
but  these  treasures  of  art  cannot  he  shewn  without  tree- 
nafslni:  on  aiarinieals  dev.itid  to  other  uses.     Kyery  day 
I    inn«i    iieesssarilv  add   to  the  dlfflenltles  of  the   situation. 
<    Books  ■.til?  be  plaewl  upon  the  shelves;  classlBcaUons 
centlnued:  the  work  of  preparsllon  for  u«e  must  go  for- 
'   ward,  and  every  i»epariment.  so  far  as  Is  practicable,  kept 
'    In  comiilele  condition,     these  iieceatltles  insv  po<i«ihl.r 
be  controlled  for  a  short  peason  In  the   present  building  : 
but  it  must  be  rememb«r»'d  that  any  change  of  site  will 
require  long  preparation,  not  only  on  aceount  of  the  pro- 
iier  constr«cllon  of  an  edifice,  but  also  for  the   removil 
and  r<  Krrangement  of  the  books,  and  for  U.e  oieparatlon 
am.  pnbllcaflon  of  rnllrelv  new  catalogues  lor  the  wbole 
collection,     liider  these  conditions  It  may  Itecoiae  the 
part  ef  economv  to  obtain  land  adiacent  to  the  present 
Mte.  although  the  expenditure  for  the  same  fsay  be  very 
connlderable."                                         ...... 

In  view  of  the  large  expense  Inynlved  In  the  pnrrhaee 
of  the  adjoining  eeiates,  and  the  enlarpmentof  theOnlld- 
ing  the  comml.iee  do  not  feel  iustlfled  In  asking  the  city 
coancll,  so  near  the  cloee  of  the  year,  to  take  any  action 
upon  fuchan  Important  nubject,  and  they  would  there- 
fore recoiamend  thst  it  be  referred  to  the  nest  city  eoan- 
cll. 
The  report  was  accepted,  laid  on  the  Ub'e.  and  ordered 

to  be  prtntrd. 


/«       — — "^ — 

WEDNESDAY.  OCTOBER  27,  1889. 


SOCIAL   SCIENCE, 

MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION. 


]. 

2. 
3. 

4. 
6. 
6. 
1. 

a. 

9. 


Prof  DwlRlit  waa  bucceedcd  by  A.  K.  Spoffoid.  Libra- 
riau  of  Cougreaa,  who  read  a  l«uir  aad  T«xy  h«truclive 
aud  iiiterentiiiK  paper  on  ttoe 

PUBWC  LIlUUJtlBS  Of  TlUt  UJMTE©  ei-^TEiL 
WliUo  no  library  In  America  has  yet  roa.hcd  200.000  vol- 
omca,  tbere  arc  more  tban  twenty  la   Europe,  «  we  may 
pat  faith  In  i4atiHt Ice,  which  have   paaaed    that   flgurc 
Tbeadvautag€«of  Uieae  Rfcat  libraries.   In  their  ceutu- 
rl«a  of  collection   alnoe   the    Invention  of  printing,    are 
euormou«.ai.da8reKa£d8the  earllor  lUerature,  cannot 
be  overcome.    Thpiirat  booka  dedicated  to  »  p.a.l««  "»« 
in    this    count#  were  given    through     the    Virgliila 
Coii»pany  of  London  to  the   college   cetablished   fa  Mr- 
*lnla.    But  bookH  and  college  botto  perished  two  yoare 
later,  and  to  Harvard  CuUego  at  Cambridge  belong,  the 
fconorof  c«tablishluKthe  tlrst  American  1'^'"/  v^hlch 
ka«  aurvlved.    Thia   WM  In   1138:   ana   though   totally 
Aeatroyed  by  fire  in  1764«  the  library  apran«  into  rcne\v«! 
lite  and  now   ranks   fourth    amang   our   most  valuable 
mwarloa.    A  great  and  well-choaen  library  1«  a  mlcroeoMn 
^«.e  universe,   an  encycloj^dla  «f  all  that  is  known, 
from  the  earliest  recorded  hlstorj  to  tUe  eventa  or  dto- 

«h^lUi»  Oils  true  of  historical  and  literary  in  ve^^tl^'atioiis. 
interestinr  Hketchea  wen-  Riven  of  the  hUtory  nn.l  cli.ir- 
L^'mtUWtholKrKcst  American  iibrarles.  whose  con- 
teuta  stand  »8  follows  111  IWW  : 

LlbMrT^fCon,ir«.i.  W««fclnfto» '"^.WO 

»oi.U«ii  Public  Librtrr... ■ lij'noO 

Mrrr.ntlle  l.il.r.rT.  New-\  o»k ^m^ 

PbiUdrU,l,..^.h.»rj  «:o.,  H.iiaM«lpW« «S.<«0 

M,w  York  Kt-4t  l4br.r»    .UI.mDY '^-^^ 

V-WColieii!  Lifcr.ty.  N.w  H»T€ii »«.««» 

The  summary  of  XUe  oondltion  of   the  Ll^.rary  of  Con- 
suiuniury  «.  mieeesUon  that  two    things 

^*.*i'et  needed  to  cSL^lete  lU  u«,fuiness  both  to  tb« 
K^ni.al  iSHtiiro  .uTlo  the  people  by  whose  means 
u  hiTi^H-n  b<  I  un  and  s-stamed:  First.  The  coinplction 
no"  almost  accumpllshed)  of  its  printed  c^italOKUo  of 
'"V      »i  ^!Jl,l.h  will  furiiiHh  a  eompleto    key   to  unhKJi 

e^duSluV  iv.,.i»K.  a.  well  as  uartng  the  hours  of 
r.lTiila^  iwraluo  to  the  nuiuccous  class  employed  In 
the  ^Hic  m^lce  «onl*  thereby  be  tuealculaiily  In- 
^.rd-  ndTf  W;i»»hington  is  ever  to  become  anything 
^ro    tV»«     a«r  iMslgiHflennt   city.    H   shon  d    pr*"^ 't 

ITe^y  r^^aouabte  privilege  »^  ,  ^''^^V*"*  is  5 
tn  «*itUiitH  auU  ai.Journors  » hieh  iti  »«  >a 
iSo  n  wnr  of  the  (iovernmont  to  alToinl. 
Tlfe  htr..ry  of  the  Astir  Ubrary.  founded  by  iH-quest 
«i  in  iK<j  ultlu.iiKli  not  opened  to  tl>«  public  until 
^  h»'  1,.  .u'n.i'd.o  familiar  l.y  rei.e.-ite.l  publication 
{^H-ed  r.  .  r It  n  The  gene, o.ih  founder  give  two  per 
„«,f  Mit  .t  liur.utuiie  of  tio.oiw.uoo  to  create*  pabllc 
m  ra  •  f.  r  I  e  ci  >•  "  Lich  luul  given  him  all  hi.  wealthy 
The  «ift  was  a  splendid  one,  Ktealw  than  had  ever  bef«r« 
Kn*^^',v,M.  IM  n.mM.v  to  fnniuT  a  library.      Moreover,   the 

TiTrLioM  w.is>.alai)ier  sum  than  •4,000.000  In  the  ^ew-iora 
Ef     t.  .brv        V,t     it     reuiuinu     tiuc     thaC     the     be- 
V      «..;.     ii.it      1 50      P.irt      of      the     fortune     of 
^::r\uZ^.      and    Nh»t  ^t»^      growth      and      even 
to  prV    er   ne,onnno.lut.on  of  tlio    library  most   have 
itopfJd'  but  for  the  spontuneons  ««»ni  fiy^ntary  gifts  o 
the   uiiiuh.al    i.ilt.  lit.u  of  his  vast   wealth.    These.  lor- 
t;..t.lvfui  New-York,  have  l.een  neither  few  nor  sidhII. 
Wi^iVlt  W  A.n»ld.r"d   h..w   noble  a  collection  of  books  is 
K    .  ouVht  Vol/thrr.   how  many  of  the  costliest  works 
.   every  department  of  art  and  science,  are  opened  freely 
for   eenerul   eonMillatiun.    how   elKycloi.eu.eal   and  >et 
husv   select  is  the    lHuury.  It  inny   w.-ui   Invidious  to  sug- 
Sf  «t  t h   I  New-York  1m«  not  yet  realUod  fn.iu  tJie  Astor 
Cineatwhsttne  terms  of  ihe   will   ^ould  seem  to  de- 
WW?-"  a  public    Kbmry.   accesMhIe  at  all  reasonable 
Tii^A  and  honid.  Mr  general  use,   fne  ..f  expense  to  imt- 
wTs    resorting     Ih.iefo."    Tho    fact    that    tho    people 
S*     <kjs       ciiy      enjoy      iti      the       Cooper      InsUtute, 
turnngh  the  v  Ise  and  liberal    endowment    of   a    private 
cltiz  -a  Vfrco  r.  adiug  ruoiu.  flll-d  w,li,  the  bc8t    periodi- 
ca,   i.ui.  can  and   foreign,    and    o,K;n    to    all    comers 
botl   day  »«d  cvenintf.  ren.Urs    the   somewhat   stnngent 


i^KnratTyiT7"f  Its  onlyfn-e  library  the  niore  conspij-iioua 
Doubtless  I li»«e  would  be  


du 


euM.,  iu  au*>4?ni«oiun   tho  «bK>rH 
luring  tin-  evxi    hk  hours  when  iU« 


some  incanv«utence  and  ex 
tho  «l«K>rH  of  the  Astor  Lilwary 
louo  It  is  possible  for 
nio»tiea.t«is'tomViVtiteius«lves  of  ItsKlorM,  But  there 
are  iiodilU  julii^s  which  culd  nut  readily  be aafwoun ted. 
certiuiy  none  Lo  b-  iUM.juu.d  with  tho  exlsliu*  1im« 
ffldcprlrauoj  cl  |.a/.Ilol.u,al  aid  which  is  sust.tne,!  by 
Si  n.T.i.v  U  it  miuvJ  that  I  his  great  l<  ii.ple  of  learning 
sluudbeperBi.in.'ntlylsolat»Ml  from  tho  mass  of  Bla- 
de uti  a.  well  isVW-neral  rejnlerh  I  The  public  iep.r.1* 
w  I  I.  i"rmane  t  favor  tiiose  mslitutlon.i  alone  which  f  ul- 
ll   Ihe^iXof  the  highest  utility;   and  tho  ju«t  pride 


^ 


^, 


wliich  every  Kew-Voi'kor  f««lrt  lu  tlio  Antor  freo  l^ibrary 

to  the  1*Ml!i.l.|i.lim  Library,  of  over  |l,eoe,0«0,  toas  Uton 
icc,»t«iuLyeJ.Ui^  bHie  majority  of  five  TdJes  n.  a  poll  of 
«v^.,  «Mli(iif¥»)l<lers.  Tills  lack  of  imrmony  is  due  to 
^b^fliWrt^fS  boq»o.t'l«\an.pered  by  the  donor  ^th 

tKy^lllSaP*i'«ro"«  '""»  veintious.  The  library  is 
^  ^  ^dSTplaces  for  "  miuatuiujiuK  reviewB.cou. 
iiovvrc-^.  Mrtfc»<.  nor  for  those  tcachcrH  of  difjolutod 
JlT.k  iT  ti«  tUJly  PupefH."  Here  Is  one  more  exaim)le 
L'  *u  &a  aud  li1^.JalVqae«t  narrowly  t>^«t"^*'dj,  J^P 
idia  of  cxcludiH»c  riuiii  a  great  public  libraij. 
w*ch  18  to  Worn.,  hl8torual.  the  represouta- 
llve  periodical  literature  of  the  tlmeB.  »»  very 
Inconofd  "ale  The jtreater  part  of  the  publinhed  lltera- 
Ime  of  our  day  islrfSo  respect  elevate.l'  abo.^  ^  ^^ 
dally  JouiuhU.  whether  -  atOTlty  of  sulject, 

breadth  -t  •  ^.^^^^^^r^^^^^  eifl^uJuce  of  ^tyle. 

their  thouKhlB  l«J>"«^  J*Jl„\hf  itifea  d  btillod  tUrouKh  tho 
ooudeu»Htlou>  ami  V^^^^^Jl  Vtti^8t«»a8"  <laily  jouruul  1« 
aleiBbicoI  th«,da.lypre8«.    Atti8^^^^^^ 
ftu  epitome  of  the  wo^lrt.  »ccoiaiiiK  v^     utemlure,     their  1 

politicB  and  rellpion,  their  *o«'»'^^^  ^iid  of  art, 
STattsllcB  tlie  ¥^««y«?Je«?^id  the  last  resultB  of 
the  revolutiouB  ol  «njPl^  ^^<»  re8,«ictable  teHUtor. 
Bcleiice.  ■!"«„  ^  I  i,„„  i«tt  on  rcoord  mauy  learued 
Dr.  Beniamlu  Ru^^»».  ,»^,a«  J«Jf  2i%8  *^nd  evldenc«>a  of 
.peouUtiou*  coDceruiug  Uie    wguB^«         uumbt-c    tho 

iSmK^y.       Y^thi"  author    of    i    S>nderouH   work    ou 

vaK*«-4e»    **f..,iVwt  wKitravely  p^poBOs  to  baud  over 

the  h«n.an  »">«ll«VA.Tr.ttpd  cowv  <>f  the  n1iiete«-nth  cen- 
to potilerity  an  ^xpurgaiea  copy  m  v.   ^  j^^ 

turHith  all  "Vth«  «*!uut  y  totU^uhllil^wa  i.brariee 
«re)rtllbrarle»of  tliooo»iutrvtoTDei^  referred 

Che  fitatlBtlcs  of  the -f*'^!  ^re     the    laws     authorize 
to.      In     eleven    states,   wneretu  object,    much 

the    appropriation    of     tftiOB     ««     ^^"^    *7„i,ularizlnK 

tlou-lt  Is  your  »»Kht.>  our  duty,  your  ^^^^ 

It  with  the  "t'"7t j"*^;^*".^*  ^^ry  books  which  snialar 
for  one  of  Its  cuds  t<)  ^^^^p  tiw.  very  in  .^  i,,ciii,a- 

oneshavenelthcrthe  space  the  wone^,  nor  i^^  ^^ 
iionfor.  The  only  safe  role  for  a  pmawmjrar,^  ^^ 
clusiveness:  for  a  public  oi^'<'\^'"^^i4  pabulum  to 
buslM  and  »"■»'', '^.""•™ftraslitor«Ki  to-day  niay 
auother;  nay,  ll**' *^**^ 'P^^'ry  \in«pe«ted  value. 
nextye^LT  turn  out  \a  ,J^*'9  *  .filecently  ufoiK»ed  what 
A  P~"il»e"t  iourual  of  ^H^l^^l^^"-^^^^^  thVKation.l 
ltwa«pleaB«atoierBia      ''^j^'"'      .sted  need,  a  tew 

"*""*'"L*L^.f  moS^S^  tTlu^Srtnodate  Its  fast  In- 
years  heace,  of  ">»J®*J^  Tl  Tbe*lthful  vrocess.  im» 
Srea«.lnK  atores.  ,,^^J*V«,.ruUurallv  or  Inlellectually; 
doubt,  whether  '^}^-Z^^'ff^^^^^^^K\.couitMUi  be    ar- 

th«    process,    and     what     K«»arantAr     have    we    ^W'^    ^} 
VTill      be      )udkloiu*lv      pcrfonnrdf      Do      learned      cd- 
Itora   wvar'  nUeet    whether  their  own    worKt*.    »  mni- 
titu<lluoufi    voluuH'f.    iu    Kiand    folio,    might    not.    pfi;; 
chuiioo   be  the   ttr»t  to    go  out,  under    the   *  weediiiK 
process  t      It    Is     onsy    to    ntlgmatizc    as    "traKh      1h« 
iiiaHB  of  the  books  with  whU  h  our  librurlep  an;  crowded. 
It  Iscasy  tonndseir-coustifutcdcensorn   who  would  iiii- 
dt:rUke  the  "  wt-edliig"  of  Ihcui  with  alucrity.     But  who 
shallceusuro  the  cenBors,  who  certify  to  the  pubic  the 
JuHtloe  of  their  Judgineutl    Nay.  is  there    any    t©  f™';^« 
cettaiuty  that  they  would  loug  be  able  to  agree  with  one 
anotNr  f    When  the  pi iest  and  the  barber,  iii  the  immor- 
tal romance  of  CervaiiteB.  midertook  to  weed  the  library 
of  Don  Quixote  of  those  u(;rt.rf!d   books  which  had  done 
hint  so  luuch  mischief,  they  met  with    some   «>n*^>Pe^*^,« 
».bhfucle».    Kot  evriiy  b«M»h  that  tho  priest  eou<teOined  to 
the  flames  w  onld  the  barber  penult  to  go    out;    ami    n»l 
every  book  that  went  out  was  siifTcred  to  slay  out.      i 
ha*«  seen  a  great  scholar  kindle  ii.c«  eloquence  over  a 
diugy  vchime  of  controvor^ial  dlvli^itv  which   iipitcareU 
to  lue  U»  lontain  ntahing  but  tho  mo8t  dismal  platitud»-(». 
The  world  has  mourned  for  twelve  centnrleH  the  loss  of  a 
fMbnlous  Alexandrian  library  o*  TOO.uoo  volumes,  liurned 
by  the  Caliph  Omar,  with  a  Jlctiiious  rhetorical  dilemma 
in  his  uiowt  h.    Yet  the  hyi>erbole  of  antiquity  Is   realized 
lu  a  uiodcni  editor,  who  would    apiily    the    torch  betoie 
our  iMigcMl  llbrarv  has  yet  reached  2iU.fKJ0.     If   we  admit 
that  Iho    liileilc«  iual    deveUamieiit  of  any  particular  pe- 
riod Is  worth  studying,  then  all  bookn  are  or  may  l»ecouie 
ooeful.    The  PBBentiaT  falsity  of  many  excatheOI-a  judg- 
ments so  oricii  pioin»nnc(itl  upon  literature  is  illustriilca 
In     the     saying    which     Ixcame    a    proverl     with    the 
scholars     of     the     18th     cMitury:      "  If     y^     , '^^"^I 
know    what   books     are    best    worth    reading,    look     n 
the  Iwiejr  eTitHrnatorhiB."    And  Thomas  Fulle,r  quaintly 
tellB  UH  th.il  "  Uaiiiing   hath   galutd  most  by  tho»o  1.«)Kb 
by  which  the  iTrinterfl  have  lost."    No  permanent  rank  in 
tile  hierarchy  of    letHiB    is  ever  settled  by  chance,  any 
more  tUan  by  excommunication.    Hy  a  law  as  InevltalUe 
as  gravitation  the  books  of  t-very  period  tlnd  thrlr  uiu 
mate  level.    Very   vain  is  the  endeavor  to  write  down 

any  author:  ._  ,.     . .  ,. 

\\  lio  writM  by  fcU,  lfc«  friU«>  ih*"  •"»  »»". 
Kor  all  lb«  »»»»»lni  in  the  crMt  n  »I.'W  , 
Whu  wrilM  bT  lock,  kin  IiIo<k1  »o»»i  b»c»  «b«n  •pill, 
Soibc  gbMt  wboia  •  miukcto  Dlfbt  xbb  t^roogb." 
The  true  qucMlon  to  asE  respecting  a  book  i«:  Hat  it 
helped  any  human  soult    Wo  can   but  conclude,  iu  sum 
nitiig  up  the  results  of  any  inquiry  into  the  Rtate  ofj.ur 
Am.-ruaii  lilirariei".  that,  while  much  has  alreatly  been 
doue,  much  the  i^eaier  part  remaint  to  do. 


^^^^^ik^^r  ''. 


UOSTON  DAILY  ADVERTISER. 


THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

PVBMC  LiBBXBT,  Botton,  NoT.  8.  18«9. 
To  tht  EdUori  Of  the  Button  Daily  Advertiter:- 

Tl.ereTlewof  Mr.  Edward."  book  on  free  UbrarlM  in 
TOur  paper  of  the  6tli  Inst,  cloic,  with  two  ptragrtphs 
relatlTo  to  the  rulci  of  thl»  Ubiaty  .o  er- 
roneous in  statpment.  or  w  Incomplete  B»d  un- 
QUBllfled.'M  to  miMead  the  pnbUc  and 'excite  prejudice. 
aialDBt  the  Institution  In  the  mlnda  of  .uch  a.  have  not 
tested  Its  faclliaei.  by  personal  experience.  I  beg  to  be 
allowed  m  the  .ame  public  manner  t.  correct  the  errors 
which  were  donbUens  unguardedly  made,  and  a  11  tie 
singularly  made,  since  all  the  facts  In  the  case  were  wlth- 

'TReferrlng  to'the  Manchester   coBnulting  library  as 
being  open  to  everybody  without  IntroducUon  or  recom- 
reendaUon  of  any  Bind,  you  cite  a  statement  from  the  re- 
port forlSBT  of  th  I.  library,  that  it  1.   the   freest  In  the 
world.-a*tat9ment  I  advisedly  reiterate.-and  then  ask. 
havewenotBomethIng  to  learn  on  the  sublect  of  free 
access  from  our  English  cou.lns.  when   at  the  Boston 
Public  Library  "it  is  absohitoly  neces^^arv  to  register  one  . 
name  and  residence  and  gi^e  the  name,  of  two  rcBldent 
citizen,  as  evidence  of  respectablUtr.  before  one  can  look 
up  the  caliph,  of  Bagdal."    This  is  untrue,  a.  could  have 
been  seen  by  the  public  sUtement  which  we  ™*^8  »"  f  • 
first  page  of  our  bBlletlns.     The  fact,  show  that  thore  1. 
less  formaUtv  with  ..than  takes   place  at   Manchester, 
where  'everv  person  on  being  admitted  to  road  books  in 
the  librarv  shall  write  or  cause  to  be  ^''^f"  »"»  "' ^*' 
nameandaddrcHslnabook  or  ticket  provided  for  that 
Burnoae."    We  require  nothing  of  tWa  kind ;  and  aak only 
for  ihe  name  and  address  of  the  pemon  to  whom  a  book 
is  delivered,  as  theval.o  do  at  Manchester    a/V.r   they 
have  requlrwl  the  preliminary  formality.    At  the  Birming- 
ham library  thoy  require  on  each  application  for*  hook  to 
be  read  In  the  building,  not  only  that  the  applicant  sboald 
write  his  name  and  addre...  bat  .1.0  hi.  age  and  occupa- 
tion '    Thev  alM  deliver  Oul  one  hook  at  a  time,  while  we 
nut  no  limit.    They  also  require  the  formality  of  a  petition 
to  a  committee  in  order  to  look  at  cctiy  book.,  and  that 
committee  may  not  meet  for  days ;  while  we  provide  oW- 
cers  on  the  spot  to  attend  to  all  .ucb  case..    Further  than 
this,  If  the  Manchester  investigator  finds  a  book  he^  wanU 
to  read  at  home  leisurely,  he  cannot  as  a/"'*'^;;"  ;';»^ '* 
from  the  library ;  while  a  Bostonlan  can  from  his  Ubrarr. 
/  2    It   I.  again  asserted  that  It  Is  the  English  custom  to 

J        grant  a  card  to  the  lc|ilng  llbr^rlcsto  anv  one  who  is  pe- 

/  rt^'rr-t^r^rvo^^  >^ 
n:=^.e^:ritt,no  r  ^^;a^  ^ - 

vouched    or  -1'".  the  nppUc.nt  Is    himself  a     per.on 

.   Ted  for.  resident  in.  or  ed,ploycd  In  '^''^'ITt^  vllxl 
1   think  tbl.re«trleUon  of  residence  isu.ual  In  the  English 

I  "r?ou  say  that  no  limitation  as  .0  ««;'«  J""-;™;;,-. 
th.Fn«ll.hIlbrarlrs.    This  alw.  is  a  mIstaXo.    At    lai 
fhJt  rind  Birmingham  none  under  fourteen  ar.  a  Imlt. 
i   ted  to  he  rrforence  department;  and  at  ^j'^'^'P";'  '»   ' 
I  ^i  discretionary  with  the  librarian  "to  revise  b^k^o 
I   .nv  annllcant  not  of  suitable  age  t«  he  intrusted  witn 
telkrAM.  the  lending  department.,  one  or  t.o  of 
fhc  libraries  admit  applicant,  as  ^^^-'/'X  „„",'' 
Diluaham  did.  m  l«62.prohMt  any  under  '"e'^' "'^f  * 
T.nnot  find  that  the  limit  has  been  changed.    At  Bolton 
Torbeloi  lourtecn  can  use  the  cireuUUng  departmcn  ; 
and  none  below  sixteen  the  reference  library,  ^'y"""^""' 
prln.  pal  libraries  maintain  special  •I'P'"^*"'*  ^°; ^ V;'^; 
Eeirnder..  which  partly  accounts  for  the  young  age  at 
wVlch  thev  are  admitted ;  a  condition  of  things  also  accun- 
Ted  fo  by  the  fact  that  their  use  Is  contmgent  upon  suretl.. 
hiv^gpromi.edto  make  goodbv  -P^-^-*  *  ' '"T 
they  may  occa.lon.    But  It  would  »"P*»'»J';^'-'"» '"'"^ 
bleLe  under  the  EnglLb  -yt-",  <";- -»  ^^  '^^  J^^, 
•!>«  neceseltv  of  put'lng  some  UmiU  of  age,  aa  »   h*y 

Uwn  ^.  >««.«r,a„-  '^  t.-  •<"'«-'"«  "'"r.:rau" 
«rfh.itbev  hare  few  frequenters  under  the  ae.«  au- 
" Vedt  B  Ick '«m.  14 ;  ^dermlns.er.  U :  Wes.n.ns^r 
n  Manchester.  13  iKottlngham,  14.  At  Liverpool  they 
"re  ca'frfl  to  rJqu.re  a  borrower  .0  come  In  P--^-  ^ 
Lk.erto.end  "»  re.pon.lble  meMeng.r.     before  the 

book  i.  delivered.  .j. 

It     to,     of   corr.e.     a     question     with     two    .Idee, 
wWher      the      greatest     freedom      to     tho     greatest 
rumbeV    .;'  sceu"r.d     by   our  ..•»-  o^  J-  ^^ 
Tetir    reviewer    think,  that     more    people   ^»"   "• 
the    llbrarv    If   everybody     I.     r«inir*d    to    be    peco 
Sirl ly    'o«ohed    for.   and    If  there    were    no    UmlU- 
tteBM  to    age.     Th.  trustee,  of   this  library   think 
S^at  alreater  n.e  le  assured  by  not  going  .0  the  extent  of 
pecunUrv  vouchers,  and  that  In  absence  ->'  '""^  T""';;^ 
the  neeeasary  .eeurltv  against  depredation  1.  best  secured 
'by  re;::i^7ard.  to  all  (except  in  the  few  --  of  -al 
Mhelar.  4c.,^  under  .'xteon  year,  of  ago.    Thl.  p.>s.Hon 
uulc"  more  rea  lily  because  youth,  under  sixteen  ean 
IVeca^s  Uken  In  their  parents'  or  elder  brother,  er 
"te"   name.  Without  depriving  .nch  «t».-  ".mber.  o 
the  family  of  uso  of  t!.e  llirarv.  .Inoe  the    taking  of 
book,  from  the  Bato,  Hall  Is  sUU  left  open  t  >  '»>•«.»*« 
sure  the    trustee,    would  gladly  lower  tbe  •»''"''»''>  «^ 
ad«l.Mon«ito  age.  If  they  thought  they  " '^^  «""  J ' 
a.d  It  seem,  reasonable  to  snnpo.e  that  doing  U  with  .uch 
j  voucher.  M  are  r«,nlred  ..  England,  .or.  «>/';••'*" 
part  of  our  eommunlty  would  be  kept  away  thaa  w.uld 
I  be  gainod  from  tho.e  under  sixteen. 


4.  The  reviewer  further  says  that  "red  tape  Is  verv  eon- 
venlent  to  those  In  adminlstra'.lve  poslHoni."  having 
reference  to  our  requirement  of  the  two  name,  of  p6ra:)ns 
knowing  the  applicant,  from  whom  we  llnd  It  convenient 
to  i«t  luiiffiatlon  about  him  when  he  changes  his  ad- 
4  res. 


It  leaving  word  at  the  library;  and  itta  de- 
•Irnble  to  know  who  his  friends   are,  that  we  may  btlll 
trace  him  and  rmlaim  onr  books   If  he  ha.  not  returned 
them.    This  Is  "red  t»pe."  while  the  requirement  of  a 
form  like  the  following  is.  In  yonr  judgment,  only  a  "«lm- 
|ile  ard  ra»g^i»»ble  provision."    This  is  tho  guarantee  re- 
paired BtManchesler :-"!,  blank,  of  blank  street.  In  blank 
ward,  declare  that  1  believe  blank,  of  blank,  to  be  a  ner. 
■on  to  whom  bonis  may  safely  be  iBtrnsted  for  perusal ; 
and  I  hereby  underUke  to  replace  any  book  which  shall 
be  lost  or  injured  whllo  In  the  castody  of  »«ld  blank- 
Signed     by      a       Burden."        If       there      bo        anv 
doubt     aa     to     which      formslity       has       the      mo«t 
of  that  very  "unattMCliva  article  In  haberda4horv."  red- 
tape.  It  Is  not  at  all  events  tho  work  of  per.ona  "in  admin- 
i.tiallve  positions."    The  onlluance  at  proseailn  forceln 
relatieu  to  the  Public  Library,  tnakos  it  Incumbent  on  those 
In  admlnlHtrativa  poaltiona  to  cocdno  thecirculatloB  of 
tb*  hook,  to  "oiHiene  •«>«*  ^^Jr, ..».•■  «ad  whether  It  In- 
volve icd-tap.  or  not.  some  Inquirle.  are  ..Bi.os.ary  «/  uuu 
out  who  are  clUxcn.  or  re.ldent..  and  I  think  nothing 
more  than  a  reasonable  degree  of  Investlgatiou  I.  made  In 
trying  to  conform  to  the  ordinance.    Our  present  registra- 
tion olerk  rcporU.  a.  the  experience  of  her  year  and  a 
half  in  the  place,  that  not  in  one  inifane.  has  there  been 
umbrage  taken  at  these  questions  among  applloanU  of 
that     cla..9     for     which     the     library     I.     "hove     all 
malnUlned.-those  who  cannot  get  book,  el.ewhere.  Tbe 
few  In.unce.  of  dl.ta.te  manifested  are  entirely  In  an- 
other cla...    It  1..  to  put  It  .tronsly.  an  .rt.tocratic  and 
Bot  a  democratic  complaint.    Only  three  peraon.  within  a 
year  are  remembered  to  have  .hown  any  dUpleaauro.  One 
was  a  popular  preacher  of  thl.  city,  who  thought  hlm.clf 
more  widely  known  than  be  really  was.  and  who  did  not 
like  being  arked  who  he  was.  and  who  used  language  to 
tbe  attendant  for  which  he  afterward,  apologi.ed.      The 
second  WHS  a  State  oCacial.  who  thought  that  being  put  to 
the  same  trouble  as  any  one  el.e  wa.  not  what  he  de- 
served.    The  lart  was  one  In  the  garb  of  a  lady  who  de- 
cided to  forego  the  privilege,  of  the  library  rather  than 
have  .ny  quc.tlons  put  to  her.     These  three  ca...  are 
Blone  In  over  .Ix  thouMud;    and  It  doe.  not  therefore 
,eem  probable  that  there  can  be  anv  dlMBtlsfactlon  of 
moment  at  condilion.  which  commi  tee*  of  onr  clUiens 
have  repeatedly  approved  of.    At  all  events  U  has  enabled 
n.  to  keep  our  losics  down  to  about  twenty,  out  of  a  cir- 
culation of  MO.W;  .nditdoe.not  .ecm  quit,  necewary 
to  go  to  the  extent  of  pecuniary  guarantee*  to  leduce 
tkcm  still  further.    Kespectfully. 

JcBTiN  WiKBOB.  »uperlnl«dent. 


Not  far  from  three  thousand  police  visitations 
^ere  made  last  year.     We  presume  the  nat- 
ural resentment  which    they   exctte.1    has 
reduced  the  number  this  year.      Mr.  Wmsor 
gays      that     in      not      one    instance    has 
umbrage  been    taken    "among    appUoants 
.'of  that  class  for  which  the  library  is  above 
-all   maintained."      Does  the    registration 
clerk  know  this?     The  library  is  maintained 
for  the  pubUc.     The  officers  of  the  library, 
like  the  officers  of  justice,  can  know  no  class. 
But  "three  persons  only  are  known  to  have 
-expressed  any  displeasure."     Is  this  true  ^ 
In  view  of  the   risk  they  run  of  being  often- 
Bively  dragged   before  the  public  for  m^de- 
nieanor,  the  wonder   is  that  even  that  num- 
ber had   the  temerity  to  express  their  du- 
pleasure.     But  this  is  not  all.     It  is  hara  y 
possible  for  those  who  have  been  roughened 
Ty  the  p«>ce»  we  have  alluded  to  to  relate 
their  experience  without  having  it  matched 
by  their  neighbors'.     Why  do  not  more  of 
these  complaiat^  reach  the   government  of 
the    library?    It  is    because    the    govern- 
ment   ii    too    strongly    mtrenched.       The 
adrantaget  of  the   system   are  on  it.  side. 
The   disadvantages  are   borne   for  the  most 
part  in  silence  by  well-disposed  people  who 
are  repulsed  by  the    elaborate  machmery 
vhich  confronts  them  at  the  threshold. 
^e  have   epeken  thus  strongly  in  no  cea- 

.oilous  spirit,  but  with  ^^- ^^-^l' ^'^'^2 
the  attention  of  those  who  have  the  power 
to  the  importance  of  placing  the  manage- 
Intof  this  noble   institutionin  the  matter 
Tf  distributing  books,  on  a  broad  and  liberal 
foundation  which   shall  be  m  sympathy  wh 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  founded   and  with 
the   genero^i.y  by   which   it  has  been  su- 
tained. 


Tc  the  Editort  of  thuBoiton  Daily  Mvfrttter:-- 

I  have  Ju.i  read  In  yo.ir  iMQe  of  thU  date  Mr.  W.iwor'i 
con,tn«n.ca«on  on  " Ihc  ^"WlcLlbrury,"  and  your  lead- 
ing e.UU.ri«l  upon  the  .anie  .nblect  A^»<"«^«^°";-  ' 
U^n-a  pn,prieu.r  of  the  I'ubl.c  t.«».r«rf*f)-J  J««, ^vc 
com  two  ln..anc«  of  "•xprep.ed  '""P';"^"*.  £'  ""^^ 
come  to  my  notice  wlthlu  a  week     All   the  >u6««  'v  ere 

citizens  of  Boston.  iiv-»™ 

CwSo  1  A  lady,  who  had  often  yUltcd  the  HbniTT 
bafore.  applied  laat  vreik  for  a  ine^llcal  work  for  hor  »on 
to  rend.  The  book  w«h  In.  but  could  not  be  Uken  o*t 
^n."    bv  .nch  "red  tape"  a,  follow,  -P-""'"';;''*  ^" 

,  .clM7.on.,fBo..on;  'h-' >'«'''""  ^"  \^'''''*'"f,f"tl 

'  that  be  inu  ndcd  to  study  medicine ;  and  a  c«tlrtcate  ,n  m 

a  physician  th.t  her  la»t  Btatemiut  wa.  true.  J*'-  '•"»/ 

offered  me  her  family  library  card,,  aa  ahe  rtould  m.e 

them  no  more. 

Caae  Mo.  2.  A  Bentleman,-bT  profSBMlon  an  enjilnc^r.- 
■aW  he  u»ed  lo  nw  th«  reading-room  of  <be  Ubi«ry.  but 
nndcr  the  pre^nt  .y.tam  of  locking  up  the  p!»mphlnt^ 
and  maen/lnca  he  bad  Mltber  th«  time  nor  lucUaaUon  to 
enter  the  room.  La.t  aataritaT  afternoon,  a  «1«»«7''«'° 
one  would  espect  to  «ec  Uw  splendid  Bales  Hall  w.ll 
filled  with  cltlzena  enjoylnn  tiie  nchw.  their  o«*n  ( ?)  lh»rc 
ware  but  Mx  people  tn  «ld  hall  when  he  wa^  there. 

During  the  la.t  nye  yean,  my  eiporietK^e  ha.  been  sim- 
ilar to  the  above  caaet.  but  I  haye  had  hope  that  the 
wUhe.  of  Eyerett.  expre«ed  Inflate.  Hall  on  the  day 
ihe  .amewa.  opened,  would  yet  be  carried  ""t.  /<"  » 
know  them  to  be  tlieyrlrtee  of  every  inte  citiwn  of  ihl. 
B«K,d  old  city.    I  care  not  to  charge  Uio  fault  here  .or 
there  but  I  should  have  more  pride  In  the  publicllbrary 
of  Boston  If.  with  Its  one  hundred  and  flftv  thouwind  vol- 
lee.  more  or  le.a.UI«««»  yearly  a  million  »on^. 
citizens  <.f  this  city  or  State.    Better  .nch  a  condiaon  of 
thin*,  and  a  loss  of  five  h«T,dred  volume.  y«r|.    If  the 
library  Is  oun.  If  It  is'pabllc.  let  It  be  «>  In  toore  than 
i^ame  -impl^    Of  one  thin«  1  feel  sure  ;  «ale«  there  wa. 
::"^tor.lcomplal„t,..ch  a.  I  »«- hej^- -J^  -» 
be  mads,    others  can  speak  to  this  end  it  they  chooee.^^ 
Boston,  Sov.  11,  IS**-  ^ 


PlBLic  LiBBARY,  Boston.  Nov.  12, 1M9. 
r.  the  Eihtors  nf  the  Button  Daily  Adx'ertiur:-- 

I  suspect  It  U  too  dimcult  lor  me  to  set  right  a  1  erro- 
neous statements  and  mUconceptIoi«  about  the  hbrai?. 
except  I  Uke  an  unreawnable  share  of  your  space.  The 
Eaamimm  Connnittees  of  c./uen,  at  /a^v^  «»P«'"l^ 
under  the  ordinance,  baye  successively,  for  the  last  th.ee 
years,  endorsed  the  action  of  the  trustees.  The  oommlt- 
"tce  tor  tbU  year  came  yesterday  to  the  same  conclusions. 
What  has  convinced  them  1  shall  be  glad  to  Uy  before 
anv  citizen  who  will  call  upon  mc.  •   •" 

*•  ncBpoctiully.  J.WtNSO^. 


The  Bt.perintendent  of  the  Public  Library  in- 
forms us  that  the  examinins:  committee  of  citi- 
zens at  large,  appointed  tinder  the  ordinance, 
have  again  endorsed  the  action  of  the  trustee*. 
The  reasons  which  have  convinced  them,  we  pra- 
Hnrae  are  the  same  tlmt  have  been  given  with  a 
good  deal  of  force  in  the  reports  for  two  or  throe 
vemrs  oast.    With  the  utmost  respect  for  tlieir 
ludgment,  we  think  thev  attach  too  much  ,m- 
po  ttnce  ;>  the  prt^^rxmn^n  of  the  Ithra.y  h:k1 
?^  little  to  its  ««e.    It  would  nc  lifflcult.  and  we 
Tub    not  embarrassinir.  to  introduce  atjy  ne^ 
lethodo  distributing  books  there.ns  the  library 
TnoV  organized.    But  the  time  will  come  when 
it  iui  be  less  difficult.    It  i.  very  certain  tha 
Vi^  Kreat  resources  of  the  library  and  ,  s 
^pwlTncreasing  treasures,  the  doois  should  1^ 
i  mo  e  widely  oi,cne<l,  and  that  the  impression  of 
1  rxdnXJs.  to  which  the  public  attention  U 
called  from  time  to  time,  ought  not  to  exist  at  all. 


Tke  l»«ibll*  I.il»r«ry. 

rt-BUC  LlBBABT.  NoV  «.  18»J- 

»v.  the  FAitort  of  the  B«»ton  Daily  Advirttter:  -  - 

7>  the  cmtoT*  "'  '  November  tWi.  in  ennraeratlnf 

deaervea.      "^  Y"  ^^  ^y  indlcaving  poslUons, 

;;rMr;r„r^- »-..-"•■;• -rr 

known  to  me  could  show  It.  The  many.  It  seemed  to  me^ 
Sidnot  think  they  deaerved  further  ^-'-^^^^ ^^^ 
,r,.uble.  than  wa.  poaslble  under  ""•^•^'J^^l^' 
judtrntent  of  the  tm.tees.  to  conler  the  8;;«^=)^^»  "^'Sf ", 
the  greatest  number.  1  fwr  It  may  be  ihoaght  thit  I 
mca^uo  have  It  understood  that  SX^^on  account  of  their 
rrilns.  rha.  theee  persons  asked  f  .r  •'*P-;,-; /-"  ^ 
r„|r..  It  wa.  U.elr  dl«iontent  in  •"«^»' P««"  """  *  JT-^ 
do  with.  The  person  particularly  refbrred  t..  above  was 
Jot  known  in  hTsofBclal  capacity.!  the  time,  and  asked 
for  no  exemption  on  any  ground.  Wiwsox. 

RcBpcctfully,  • 

EndorweweBta. 

To  the  Editor*  Qf  the  Bo»ton  Daily  AdiserUmr:- 

A  curious  parallel  with  the  library  folly  was  Pr.  Fiank 
l,n-s  mistake  aboot  hi.  loan  fund  for  mechanics.  He  let^ 
;  fu  J  ol^e  lent  to  honest  married  mechanics,  who  couw 
bring  two  approved  endoraers.  So  yoang  American 
^^  to  Lr^w  the  money  on  .nob  lema.  Tb.  plan  -f 
the  fund  wholly  failed. 

A.  long  a.  the  Ubrary  ..ople  ex.ect  young  men  or 
women  to  hunt  up  two  enuoraers,  they  w^"  *- - '"^ 
j«l  in  keeping  U.elr  books  a.  the  trmstea  of  tbe  FrankUn 
fund  ha.  been  In  keeping  his  money.  .     ,  „  -__k. 

I'.ui  the  people  put  the  book,  there  to  be  lent.  aaFraax 
lln  meant  hi.  moaey  should  be.  Poo»  RicHAao. 


BOSTON  DAILY  ADVOiTISER. 


lATXri^jCar    MTOBtWl 


imTit 


a. 


FREE   TOWN   LIBRARIES. 

Two*^  yeara  aco  there  was  not  a  freA  toirn 
library  fc  this  conntry  nor  in  EnglaucJ^Now 
they  nunber  hundreds,  and  the  time  can*t  bo 
far  distant  when  a  well  furnished  public  Iftraryj 
ft-ee  of  access  to  all  its  inhabitants,  will  be  as 
common  in  erory  intclliffent  and  enterprising 
community  as  free  common  schools.    The  prin- 
ciple which  lies  \t  the  foundation  of  our  common 
school  STStem— tducation  for  all— is  the  same 
which  has  led  to  \he  establishment  and  munifi- 
cent maintenance  ot  these  free  libraries.    In  ad- 
dition to  the  funds  ttiey  draw  from  the  public 
treasury,  these  institutions  have  attracted  large 
donations  and  legacies  from  men  who  bestow 
their  money  where  they  bdieYe  it  will  best  eon- 
trlbnte  to  the  general  intelligence. 

It  ii  a  noticeable  fact  that,  while  our  college 
libraries  are  literally  starving  for  funds  to  keep 
up  their  collections,  money  is  poured  out  with  a 
lavish  hand  opon  city  and  town  libraries.    Har- 
vard Colleflfc  Llbrwv,  without  buying  «  book  or 
a  current  periodical, ^as  not  the  means  of  paving 
salaries  and  incidental  expenses  unless  the  money 
is  drawn  from  the  general  college  treasury;  and 
yet  during  the  past  year  Boston  has  expended 
some    $60,000    upon    its    fr«e    library.       Mr. 
Peabody    has    added    to    his    previous    large 
donations  to  the  towns  of  Danvers  and  Peabody; 
Northampton  has  received  a  legacy  of  $40,000, 
and  Springfield,  Brookline  and   Newton  have 
built  by  private  subscription  elegant  and  com- 
modious library  edifices.    Yale  College  Library 
stands  in  about  the  same  need  of  funds    as  the 
Harvard  Librarr,  and  yet  the  city  of  Watcrbury, 
in  that    State,  has  lately  received   a  donation  of 
S200.000  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public 
library.    We  have  no  fear  that  too  much  money 
will  be  given  to  town  libraries,  and  yet  we  must 
claim  that  a  more  liberal  policy  is  due  to  the  libra- 
ries of  our  ancient  seminaries  of  learning.  Unl«M 
this  want  of  our  collegts    is    supplied,  we    shall 
soon  hear  the  complaint,  not  simply  that  they 
arc  ttaching  dead  languag;**,  but  also  dead  sci- 
ence, dead  philosophy  and  dead  history. 

Mr.  Edward  Edwards,  the  former  librarian  of 
the  Manchester  Free  Library,  ta»«  issued  a  vol- 
ume on  "Free  Town  Libraries."*  which,  though 
it  treats  chiefly  of  English  Libraries,  contains 
many  facts  and  suggestions  which  are  worthy  of 
tlie  attention  of  those  who  arc  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  free  libraries  in  this  country. 
Of  the  scvnity-flve  pages  which  he  devotes  to 
America,  an  entire  chapter  of  twenty  pages  is 
given  to  the  Boston  Public  Library,  which  be 
reeanls  a§  a  model  institution. 

From  Mr.  Edwards's  statement  it  appears  that  a 
"free  town  library"  is  a  Boston  notion.  Before  any 
similar  institution  existed,  and  before  there  was 
anv  law  in  England  which  made  iu  establish- 
ment possible,  except  by  private  munificence, 
"Mr.  Josiah  Quincy,  jr.,  mayor  of  Boston,  on 
"the  14th  of  October,  1847,  sent  a  message  to  the 
"city  council  on  the  desirability  and  the  growing 
"need  of  a  city  library,"  and  stated  that  a  eitizen 
1  (who  was  no  other  person  than  himself)  had 
•  offered  to  give  the  city  f.'iOOO  towards  this  object, 
on  condition  that  the  library  should  be  free  to  all 
the  inhabiUnU,  and  that  the  further  sum  of 
$10,000  be  raised  by  public  subscription.    The 
kfidatore,  the  following  year,  parsed  a  special 
act  empowering  the  city  of  Boston  "to  establish 
"and  maintain  a  public  library  for  the  use  of  the 
"inhabiunts."      In  1849,  Mr.  Everett  gave  a 
thousand  volumes  in  furtherance  of  the  object, 
and  it  was  not  till  1851  that  a  general  law  was 
enacts  in  Massachusetts   enabliner  towns  and 
cities  to  raise  money  by  Uxation  for  the  support 
of  libraries. 


The  first  movement  in  England  was  in  i850, 
when  an  act  was  passed  by  Parliament  permit- 
ting town  councilH,  where  the  population  was 
not  less  ttfin  10,C00  souls,  to  put  to  their  con- 
stituents the  qnestion,  "Will  .rou  have  a  library 
"rate  levied  for  providing  a  town  library?"    The 
rate  was  limited  to  the  half-penny  in  the  pound 
on     tiie     ratable    property.      The     money    so 
raised    was    to   be   expended   m    the    erection 
or  adaptation  of   buddings,    and    in    the    gen- 
eral charges  for  management.    Nothing  could  be 
expended  for  books,  and  the  act  only  applied 
to  the  corporate  towns  of  England.    In  1855  the 
nctwas  amended,  extending  these  provisions  to 
municipal  corporations  and  distri«ts  having  5000 
souls.  It  raised  the  rate  to  a  penny  in  the  pound, 
and  made  the  fund  available  for  the  purchase  of 
books  and  newspapei-s,  and  specimens  of  art  and 
science.    In  18M  the  act  was  further  amended, 
removing  the  limit  of  population;  giving  ten  rate 
payers  the  right  of  calling  a  meeting  to  consiilcr 
wlRtlicr  the  provisions  of  the  act  should   be  ac- 
cepted, and  rcducins  the  needful  majority  from 
two-thirds  to  one-half  of  the  persons  ansombled. 
Under  such  liberal  provisions  as  these  free  town 

"^rcf  Toum  Librariei;  their  Fonnatlou.  ManaBem»nt. 
and  llUtory.  tn  BriUln,  Vnnce,  GermtiiT  an.l  America. 
TogeUier  wlUi  brief  Notice*  of  Book-(!ollecior».  And  of 
tb*  respective  placMof  dcpoiH  of  their  ■unrlrliig  Collec- 
tions.   Bj  Edward  Edwardf..    lA)ndon,  Htifl.    8vo,«3Jpp. 


libraries  have  sprung  np  rapldlv  in  different  p » 
ol   Enirland.     In   Manchester.   Liverpool,   Hii.u- 
ingham,  Southampton,  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and 
some  smaller  towns,  the  free  libraries  have  had 
gftat  prosperity,  and  have  received  liberal  dona- 
tions   fi-om  wealthy    citizens.      In    the  Salford 
Librarv,  for  instance,  with  82.000  volumes,  the 
issues  for  1866  were  245,000,  and  the  issues  alone 
for  that  year  of  the  publications  of  the  commis- 
siolfers  of  patents  were  80,492.    While  the  num- 
Ijcr  of  l>ooks  since  the  opening  of  the  library  had 
increased  not  quite  five  fold,  the  issues  had  in- 
creased more  than  eleven  fold,  and  the  character 
of  the  books  in  demand  has  also  steadily  iau 
proved.    The  penny  rate  in  Manchester  produces 
annually  $82,500,  and  in  Liverpool  $37,500. 

This  is  the  bright  side  of  the  picture.    There 
is  another  side  which  is  none  the  less  noteworthy 
becanse  Mr.  Edwards  did  not  see  fit  to  exhibit  it. 
Many  of  these  free  libraries,— fully  one  half,  we 
Itarn  on    the   best  authority,— have  been  total 
failures.    Ihev  had  no  invested  funds  on  which 
to  rely  after  the  first  interest  in  the  enterprise 
had  subsided.    They  were  in  communities-where 
more  was  thought  of  saving   taxes  than  of  pro- 
viding books.    No  accessions  were  made  to  the 
library,  and  as  the  old  books  became  stale  the 
people  refused  to  tax  themselves  even  to  provide 
lor  attendasce  and   incidental  expenses.     The 
libraries  were  then  shut  up,  and  eventually  sold, 
in  many  instances  by  auction.    Unless  there  be 
in  a  community  a  goo<l  de^rr^  of  general  intelli- 
gence, and  a  regular  source  of  income  other  than 
that  derived  from  taxation,  the  esublishment  of 
a  free  town  library  is  at  least  ajiazardous  experi- 
ment.   Whem  a  library,  like  a  tree,  chmm  to 
grow,  it  begins  to  die. 


Witb  regard  to  the  construction  ot  library 
buildings,  some  of  Mr.  Edwards's  suggestions 


are  jx««neat.    "A  library, 


he  says  ''shottid  not 


•'be  more  than  two  stories  above  the  Dasement 
In  the  country  where  land  is  cheap,why  shoull  a 
library  any  more  than  a  picture  gallery  have 
more  than  one  story  ?    What  can  be  more  absurd 
than  the  camraon  style  of  library  structures, 
with  oue  immense  hall  sixty  or  saventy  feet  high, 
which  is  seldom  well  lighted  and  never  can  be 
properly  heated  in  our  climate?  Again,  he  says: 
"The  windows  should  be  more  numerous,  in 
"proportion  to  the  size  of  the  edifice,  than  in 
"ordinary  buildings."    This  is  very  true;  and 
yet  library  buildings  have  been  constructed  in 
our  limes  with  no  windows  on  the  sides  to  light 
the  alcoves,  and  where  gaslight  is  necessary  in 
the  day  time  to  refld  the  titles  of  books.    "The 
"reading  room  should  be  lighted  by  side  windows, 
"and  not  by  sky  lights  or  glazed  domes."  By  "read- 
"ing   room"    he  doubtless   means  the  general 
room  for  reading,  like  the  main  hall  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  not  the  room  especially  devoted 
to  periodicals.    At  all  events  the  surae  principle 
applies  in  both  cases.     "Every  l)ook  should  bo 
"within  reach  without  the  use  of  ladders  of  any 
"kind."    "Movable    shelves  always."     Yet  in 
the  construction  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
building  everv  one  of  these  excellent  suggestions 
was  set  at  nought. 

We  have  grave  suspicions  that  more  than  one 
person  was  employed  on   Mr.  Edwards's  book; 
for,  having  laid  down  on  page  41  the  principles 
we  have  rwited,  somebody  on  page  48  goes  on  to 
say :  "There  is  probably  no",exi»ting  example  of 
"a  town  library  better  fitted  up,  tor  its  purposes, 
"than  that  which  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  the 
"corporation  of  Boston  in  Massachusetts,  in  the 
"year  1857."     Speaking  of  "minor  errors  and 
"omissions  that  will  have  to  be  rectified  or  sup- 
"plicd  at  further  cost,"  among  which  none  of 
the  above  are  specified,  he  says:  "But  taken  as 
"a  whole  the  Boston  building  mav  fairly  1)C  looked 
"upon  as  a  model  of  its  kind."    We  mast  be  al- 
lowed to  express  the  hope  that  if  another  build- 
ing is  erected  it  may  prove  to  be  in  the  re  r":  ^ 
here  indicated  a  model  of  a  different  kind. 

The  act  of  Parliament  establ'shing  free  libra- 
ries in    England,    requites    that   they    "shall 
bo  open  to  the    public  free  of    all  charges."  I 
"JBy  this    clause,''    says   Mr.    Edwards,    "en-  I 
"tire     freedom    of     access    becomes     imper-  , 
"ative."    At  Manchester  "the  consulting  library 
"was  open  to  cvcrvbody  without  introduction  or  | 
"recommendation  of  any  kind."   The  Boston  i 
rubllc   Library,  in  its  report  of  186T,  is  spokcu 
of  as   a   freer   library    than    the   world    had  | 
yet  known.    Have  we  not  yet  something  to  learn 
on  the  subject  of  freedom  of  access  to  librariM 
troxD.   our   English    cousins?    Is   it    absolutely 
necessary  that  a  person  should  register  his  name 
and  residence,  and  give  the  names  of  two  resident 
citizens,  as  evidence  of  his  respectabiUty,  before 
he  can  in  the  Boston  Pu1)lic  Library  look  up  the 
Caliphs  of  Bagdad?    Bed  tape  is  a  very  cheap 
material,  and  convenient  to  those  who  are  Iti 
ad mininrative  positions;  but  to  ontsideri  it  has 
perhaps  less  attraction  than  any  article  in  habcr- 
da.«;hcry.  That  must  be  the  best  system  ot  library 
management  in  which  the  safety  of  the  1)ooks  is 
best  8W«red  with  the  least  amount  of  red  tape. 
No  losses  of  any  moment  have  occurreil  under 
the  English  system ;  why  may  it  not  be  intro- 
duced here? 


Again,  the  English  .system  secures  to  the  public 
entire  freedom  of  access  to  their  free  libranes. 
Who  are  the  public?    Shall  we  bo  tol'if  tticy  are 
persons  more  than  fourteen  or  sixtt^a  yeafs  of 
age?     Persons   who    have  attained  to  literary 
eminence  have  done  much  of  their  miscellancons 
readinc,  and  have  formed  their  taste  and  studious 
habits  before,  they  reached  this  period  of  life. 
But  thev  can  tiwl  books  el-scwhere?    Then  older 
persons  ca.i  do  the  same.    It  may  be  said  that 
their  parents  and  friends  can  take  books  for 
them,    and    this      is    done     in    many    cases. 
Parents    and    friends    want    Iwoks    for  them- 
sdves,   and   they  are   of  a   different  character 
from  the  t)ooks  vonngcr  persons  wish  to  read.  It 
would  seem  that  if   any  portion  of  the  public 
needed  special  encouragements  to  read,  it  is  the 
young,  while  their  tastes  and  habits  were  in  pro- 
cess of    formation.     The  doors  of   the  Boston 
PubUc  U»)rarv  arc  closed,  even  for  the  purpose 
of  consulting  books  on  the  premises,  to  l)oys  not 
above  the  age  of  fourteen,  years  and  they  must  be 
above  the  age  of  sixteen  before  they  can  draw 
books  from  the  library.      Unless  a  boy-has  de- 
veloped a  taste  for  reading  before  this  period  of 
life  it  is  seldem  that  he  does  afterwanls.     Ex- 
ceptions, indeed,  are  made  in  favor  of   persons 
under  sixteen  who  have  taken  prizes  and  medals 
in  the  public  schools.    But  l)oys  and  girls  who 
have  not  taken  prizes  need  books  as  much  as 
those  who  have  received  these  rather  equivocal 
emblems  of  true  merit.     It  is  not  safe,  we  are 
told,  to  intrust  young  ptrsons  with  the  books  o. 
the  library.     Under  the  system  at  present  in  op- 
eration at  the  Public  Library,  this  statement  is 
doubtless  true;  but  under  the  English  system  it 
is  perfectly  safe.    Before  any  person  can  draw 
books  from  the  Manchester  library,  a  voucher, 
signed  by  two  responsible  persons,  guaranteeing 
the  safe  return  of  the  iKwks  loaned,  is  deposited. 
This  is  a  simple  and  reasonable  provision,  and  it 
lecures  the  safety  of    the    library.      Under  it 
Toang  persons  as  well  as  adults  can  draw  books. 
Mr.  Edwards  is  surprised  that  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  library,  mourning  year  After  year  over 
their  great  losses,  have  never  adopted  that  sys- 
tem.    In  our  vltw  iu  ctilef  merit  is  that  it  ••- 
cvrcs  to  ^f^ung  persons  freedom  of  access  to 
books.         ^_^^_^^_..^«_^— — 


...  AaH'' 
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NE\Y  ENOL^ND  LIFE. 
A  SERMON. 

BT  KEV.  KOBE»T  COI.I-YEK. 

SMMiay  eTening  Oct.  I7th  a  large  audience 
cTowdea  the  elegant  auditorium  of  Unity  Church 
to  li»teri  to  the  pa^t.^r.  the  Rev.  Robert  Colly er. 
who  delivered  a  sermon  upon  "  New  England 
Lite."  The  eloquent  preacher,  having  selectwl 
his  text,  upoke  as  follows: — 


LIBSA&IES. 

Then  for  myself  again,  whenever  T  vi^it  New 
England,  and  this  year  in  this   respect   was   like 
all  the  rest,  after  the  churches  I  go  into  the  libra- 
ries.    In  Bo«ton  there   are   three,  and   in   Cam- 
bridge,  a  few  minutes'  ride  from  Boston,  a  fourth, 
all  very  rich,  and  three   of  them  very  large— the 
College  library  at   Harvard,  the  library   of  the 
Historical  Society,  the  Athenaeum,  and  the  great 
free  library  of  the  city— one  of  the  noblest  insti- 
tutions 1  have  ever  seen.     It  always  happens   in 
the  course  of  the  year  that  I  run  against  a  great 
many  questions  about  which  I  need  to  refer  to 
books  that  can  never  be  found  except  where  there 
is  a    great  public   library.     Out-of  the-way   mat- 
ic-v  also,  of  great  curiosity  and  interest,  start  up 
all  the  *ime.  that  can  only  he  settled  in  the  same 
great  trei.%ury.     I  always  wait  until  I   can  go  to 
Boston  or  New  York,  bat  especially  to  Boston- 
save   up   all  these  perplexities  and   settle   them 
when  I  get  there.    I  never  fail  to  find  what  I  want. 
These  four  gre*t  institutions  are  not  at  all   itUke ; 
each  differs  from  the  other  very  much  in  the  na- 
ture and  variety  of  its  books,  and  each   is   open 
freely  to  strangers.     It  is  one  of  the  happy  things 
I  always  think  about  when  I  am  going  to  Koston, 
that  I  shall  also  go  to  these  great  libraries,  enjoy 
their  vast  variety  and  gather  their  blessing-as  it 
„  one  of  the  few,  the  very  few  regrets  connected 
with  our  own  great  and  grand  city  that  we   have 
no  such  institutions  here.     I  wonder,  sometimes, 
as    I   wander  through   them,  whether   our  rich 
l|Ben,  influential  men. -men  of  mark  here  in  Chi- 
cago, ever  notice  these  things  when  they  go  down ; 
if  they  ever  see  that  free  city  library,  practically 
just  as  free  as   the  water  on  the  Common    into 
which  you  may  go  and  ask  for  almost  any  book, 
from  the  Ust  new  novel  or  poem   to   Dugdale  s 
"Monasrtcon"  and   Audubon's  "  Birds,"  and   be 
sur.-  to  find  it.  and  be  as  welcome    to   read   it  as 
Charies  Sumner  or  the   Mayor-a  grand  collec 
tion  of  far  more  than  100,000  volumes,  with  read- 
ing-rooms and  all  the  current   periodicals  of  the 
time  in  a  vast  abundance,  and  not  a  penny  to 
I  pay;  whether  they  have  ever  seen  the  scores  of 
I  b.iys  and  girU  that    are   all  the    time    hunUng 
through  the  Oltalogues  for  the  books  they  want, 
and  carrving  them  off  to  their  homes,  to  be  read 
there,  brought  back,  and  others  procured,  and  wel- 
comed whUe  ever  there  is  a  book  they  want.     I 
think  sometimes  that  I  would  like  to  pay  the  ex 
prases  of  about  half  a  d.«en   men  I  could  name 
if  they  would  go  down  tiiere,  spend  a  week  m 
that  free  library,  and  see  what  it  means      When 
1  was  there  this  summer.  I  did  light   on   John 


Wentworth,  but  whether  he  came  there  to  pick 
up  something  about  the  family  name,  of  which 
I  lielieve  he  is  very  proud,  or  to  nurse  his  heart 
on  the  idea  that  he  was  going  to  crown  his  life 
by  striking  lor  some  such  institution,  I  could  not 
tell.  If  he  wantd  a  better  immortality  than  any 
of  the  old  Wentworths  of  whom  he  has  written, 
let  him  found  a  Wentworth  Library  in  Chicago 
like  that  Bates  HaU  in  the  City  Library  in  Bos- 
ton ;  and  I  will  guaratrtee  that  bis  name  shall  live 
when  his  frame 

"Is  blown  about  the  desert  dust. 
Or  sealed  within  the  iron  hilU" 
There  is  one  way  open  to  a  great  name,  open 
Chicago  to-day.  that  shall  endure  for  a  thousand 
ye«^,  and  only  wie  that  I  know  of— it  is  thai 
which  shall  be  identifled  intimately  an-l  singularly 
with  such  an  in>»titouon.  I  know  to-day  of  no 
other  so  honorable  or  so  certain. 


ihe  %Axt\xt  pRctaW. 


WHONHSnAY,  NOV.  17,   1S69. 


/Boston  Public  Libr.vrt. — According 
to  the  Bulletin  for  October,  which  we  have 
received,  this  Library  uutubcrs  103,UUO   vol-  ^ 

inDfS — niafein;»  it  the  largest  in  the  conntrjr, 
with  the  exemption  of  thti  Library  of  Con- 
gres3  at  Washington,  which  ha.^  1.S3.000  vol- 
!  umes.  It  is  particularly  ricli  in  its  theolog- 
ical department,  and  therefore  valuable  t«y 
the  book-loving  clergy.  ^ 


BOSTON  BAILY  ADVERTISER- 


The  town  of  Lowestoft,  in  Enfiaad,  k^  womA 
by  a  large  ni^ac^  »©rto  accept  the  trm  Hhntf 
act.  and  not  •»*|^«  »  public  library.      It  ia  • 

ti  the  spc*terftil%alnst  Um  eM^liAaiait  oT  tt« 
librarv  wa  Uie  lecwr  of  ;h«  pari^li,  who  Mid 
that  he  had  awn  Ae  evils  ot  *nch  mm  in»tl»tto«  ' 
at  Oxford.  He  had  seen  wrimd  bo»»  rawiint  to 
the  daytime,  and  bad  seen  milltm*^  ntop^nt, 
with  their  pails  in  their  baiMla,  to  read  the  new*- 
papers  on  file  in  the  re*i1inj-nx>Bi.  If  thUe^ 
scrratlve  dergvman  hM  known  ^>w  we  ^§ii- 
age  to  keep  pnbllc  librari*^  fro«  bemg  19©  Pub- 
lic, his  scruples  wonU  have  iMB  to  a  »iw«re 
renoved.  : 


*  y 


^:,,i 


',%% 


SUNDAY    MORNINO    BDITIOW 


^^^TOsT:  NOVEMBER  «l.  1880. 


Residents  of  the  city  proper,  South  BoBton.  Charle. 
town  Chelsea,  and  lloxbury.  who  Bubscr.be  lor  the 
JSrrK  at  this  offlce.  can  have  the  paper  regulariy  de- 
Urtred  at  their  door,  early  Sunday  morning,  free  oi 

"o'adve'tiBlng  patrons  are  especially  re.,ueBted  to 
bring  in  their  favors  at  the  earliest  possilUc  hour. 


-» ■_ 


THE    CITY    LIBRARY    AQAIN. 

It  appears  that  the  Trustees  of  the   City 
Library  have  voted  to  stand  by  and  sustain 
the  Superintendent  in  the  matter  of  the   com- , 
plaints  lately  made  against  the   management 
of  that  institution.     Good  !      We   hope   most 
sincerely  that  they  will  not  repeal  nor  relax 
the  regulations  hitherto   in   force   as  regards 
the    drawing    of  books.      To    be    sure    the 
Library  was  established  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the   people ;  but  that  the   people   may 
have  the  benefit  of  it,  there  must  be  such  safe- 
guards as  common  experience  dictates  against 
abuse.     And   the   regulations   complained  of 
are  no  more  than  are  plainly  needful,  to  keep 
Ithe  books  from  being   rapidly   scattered  aiid 
'lost;  the  effect  of  which  loss  would  be,  to  de- 
prive the  people  of  what  was  meant  for  their 
use.      There    are     indeed    plenty    of     irre- 
sponsiblo  persons  who   are   forward   to  avail 
themselves  of  such  privileges;  but   who  have 
no  conscience  nor  honor  about  the  treatment 
or  Uie  returning  of  books,  and  who  cannot  be 
traced  from  week  to  week.      To   prevent   the 
ravages  of   such   applicants,   the   system   of 
vouche-s  or  references  was  wisely  ordered; 
and  no  one  who  respects  books  enough  to  use 
them  well,  or  to  derive  any  good  from   them, 
can  object  to   giving   such  security.       I  hen. 
too.  there  are  always  some   people   who   are 
never  happy  unless  they   are   making  others 
unhappy,  or  at  least  in  the   exercse   of  such 
special  privileges  as  would  put  the  happiness 
of  others  at  their  mercy.      The  Library   was 
not  intended   for  the   special   gratification  ot 
such  exceptional  cases ;  and  we   see  not  why 
our  rights  in  it  should  be   sacrificed  or  post- 
poned to  their  crotchety  demands  or  snarling 
tempers.     Let  them  submit  to   such  rules  as 
the  comvwn  interest  naturally  rcquii-es. 

It  is  said,  in  behalf  of  the   grumblers,   that 
four  or  five  hundred  volumes   had   better  be 
lost  every   year,    than   the   people   not  duly 
served      What  docs  this  mean  ?     1  hose   who 
tH  k  thus,  are  they  not  aware  that  a  direct  loss 
I  of  four  or  fi.c  hundred  might  and   probably 
would  involve   an   indirect    loss  of  a.s   many 
thousands,    by   the    breaking  of  sets  ?     And 
what  would  this  be   but  to  8,,uander  the  in- 
terest of  the   many   for  the   pleasure   or  the 
whim  of  a  few  ?     How  are  the  careful   to   in- 
herit their  sliare  in  the  treasures  there  collect- 
1  ed   unless  the  careless  are  properly  restrained 
from  spoiling  and  wasting   them?      In  short, 
by  throwing  down  the  bars.  u3  the   grumblers 
desire,  so  as  to  admit  an  un.ou.litional  use  of 
the  bookB.  the  Library  would  soon   be  dissi- 
pate,!, and  the  public   thus   cut  off"  from    the 

benefit  of  it 

As  for  the  comparisons  that   are   made   l)e- 
tween  this  and  certain    libraries    in    England, 
as  regards  the  number  of  volumes  said  to  be 
given  out  in  a  ye:.r.  these  are   really   nothing 
To  the  purpose.      Those   libraries   are   in   the 
niid.t  of  much  larger  populations,  an.l   they 
have  various  centres  of  distribution  :  besides. 
I  it  appears  that  the  returns  of  books   lent  out 
'  are  in  great  part  made  up   from  general   esti- 
mates; whereas    in   the    Boston   Library  the 
annual  reports  are  wholly  made  up  from  par- 
ticular   detHiKs    as    the    books     are     drawn, 
volum«  bv  T..lurae  :  a  very  different  thing. 

The  npihot  of  all  is.  that  the   books  of  the 

Citv  Library  are  accessible  enough  ;  and  that 

thoW  who  grudge  or  resent  the   little   trouble 

they  hav.  t..  take  in  getting  them,  are  neither 

rurtby  of  them  nor  likely  to  make  a  good  use 

tbpm.  ... 


Pabllr  l.ll»r*ry. 

To  the  EJ.tortaf  the  Boston  Daily  ^^^^^''^  «„  „«. 

much  ume  which  U  ""^•^„„,„„  the  papers  and  maga- 
By  the  present  Tnodeo,c^^.oe"ln«^^^^.,,^^^  the 
zln«iouflle,tl.erel8nowayoia»       „,  a,onth  have  been 

paper.,  *-;  ^-^^^/^rcept  "ra'^".;  U,.*u.eBUme  1 
placed  in  the  "»'™y  "7^ou(a  .«g«est  that  when  the 
and  cause*  much  ''«'*^-     .*    „.^,„e  fbr  the  current  week 
number,  of  each  paper  «'"' '^•«",  ^nvd.  an  announce- 

„r  month,  a.  the  ca.e  ™»J.  ^^^;,^Vh'„"':.Hatunlay  Berlew. 
„,entbem«»eont^hecaulo««e  th«  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

November  1,-  »'''"«  *''"'i*'^t  1  glance  whether  he  wa. 
and  lA  reader  ^^^'f^^^'*  'are  noticed  1.  ihat  the 
ahead o(  tune..  ^"""^  ',,*^'^\L.  U ha«  at  lU  dtopo.al. 
Public  Library,  ^Ith  all »«'«  ™**  „^^  ,^,  a,,,,  a.  .oon 
does  not  receive  '"'^'"Y^J^'^^^^^^^^  publication., 

by  -weeH.  a«  our  entei prl.mB u»»  luvuita. 

Why  I.  it  th"""' 
Bo.ton,Nov.23.18W 


.     HiK:inotlcelnyo«riMne^'>  ,^^  Mercanille 

,a.ioo  to  a  theft  «>JJ^;"   \..,  detected  some 

,  Library,  wl'.lcd  <>^<^°"f^^^.^''^*    «,fferea  too  long 

iSSfXSouiS'i^-^'-^:^"' 
.«,loe*le;n.nr.  When  vpje  -^^^l^^^ZT^J- 

1  •■  t«7ihc  cooT«e  Tiorsuert  by  t,«ie  l.DiAry.     ._     -^ 

lUe  BMBner  lu  Juture.       V .-.rr  "«' ^^^^^Udb^ 
Fre.^MeatM.  L.  ASBOci-ttton. 


BF.rOKT  ON   THK    CONCiKKSSlONAl  LIUKAKY. 
The  report  of  R.  H.  Spofford,  the   Lihrariaaoi 
rongre'^s,  was  submitted  tnUie  .Senate  this  morn- 
nir.     It  shows   the  condition  of  tl'c  >'l»-ary/«r 
tho  year  endinir  Dcrember   1st.  tS69.     At  this 
date  there  were  185,227  volumes  on  hand  exclu- 
sive   of  pamphlets    and    pcriodu'uls    unbouncl, 
26  0.S6  volumes  belontr   to   the  law  department; 
ll'262  volumes  were  n-ldcd   during  the  year,  as 
follows— from  purchase   6180    volumes;    from 
copvriKht  1831 ;  from  deposit  hy  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  1870;  from  presentation  724;  from  ex- 
•  X"e  648.    Mr.  Spofford  .alls   the  attentu.n  of 
the  committee  to  the  expediency  of  ope^'^  ' '^^ 
library  to  the  public  durinR  the  eyening;  hour* 
as  well  as  in  the  day  time. 


/ 
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A  BOSTON  NOTIO 


FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY;     AND' 
THE  WAY  IT  WORKS. 


'■  ■  Rrnding  StttlUlie*. 

The  praiscrs  of  past  time  must  admit  that  in- 
•ome  respect,  the  present  generation  Is  better  off 
than  ita  ancoitow  were.    The  electric  telegraph, 
the  Pullman  palace  car,  the  Pacific  railroad,  and 
the  Suez  canal  are  creatiom.  of  the  last  twenty- 
five  vears;  and  so,  for  »U  practical  purposes,  it 
the  free  public  Ubrary.    Libraries  caUcd  pubbc 
have  existed  much  longer,  and  even  some  which 
were  nominaUy  free  and  lent  out  their  books,  as 
the  Boston  public   Ubrary  docs,  may  have  been 
found  on  the  continent  of  Europe.    But  the  thing 
is  essentially  a  modem  invention,  as  much  as  the 
cheap  daily  newspaper,  and  the  two  very  natur- 
ally  go  together.    Wherever  a  free  press  flour- 
ishes, a  fh«    Ubrary  b   pretty  sure    to  Imj  estab- 
lished- and  wherever  there  are  good  libraries, 
really  (nx,  as  in  France,  England  and  America, 
the  press  is  certain  to  be  powerful,  and  eventual- 
ly both  free  and  cheap.    France  has  iU  free  pre.8 
periodically,  just  as  the  moon  has  its  changes 
and  quarters;  but  it  wiU  soon  have  one  all  the 
time,  as  weU  as  England  and  Uic  United  Sutes. 
And  it  was  France,  apparently,  that  first  institu- 
ted the  free  pubHc  Ubrary;  and  that  has,  at  the 
prt^t  time,  the  largest  and  most  valuable  col- 
lections of  this  kind.    In  1868  there  *««  m^ 
than  MO  towns  and  viUages  in  France  with  free 
libraries,  eaUbUshed  and  maintained  by  the  mu- 
nicipalities;  and  these  libraries  containul  a  total- 
of  4  122.000  books  and  44,000  manuscnpts.-an 
average  of  more  than  18,000  Tolumes  to  each 

library.  .  »*...«. 

Considering  its   popmlation,  however    Massa- 
chusetts excels  France  in  Uiis  respect.    There  are 
fifty  Massadimsetts  towns  and  cities  that   raise 
money     by     taxiUion     tor      the    support    of 
pubUc    U»n«ie..    and    the     number     of    to! 
Les     in     the*,     m     libraries    is    upwards 
of     375,000.     or     an     average      of    ^-^     "^ 
««*.    At  this  nue.  France,  with  her  popuUU^ 
of  38.000,000,  ought  to  have  more  than  lO.OOO.OW 
Tolumes.-«>  that  we  already  more  than  double 
the  fadUUe.  of  the  French  empire  in  proporuon 
to  our  population;  chiefly,   perhaps,    because 
twice  a.  mimy  of  our  p«>ple  can  read  •n^  enjoy 
reading.     We  hare  a   similar  adrantage  over 
England.    The  first  free  Ubrary  act  was  passed 
by  ParUameut  in  1850.  some  years  after  we  had 
one  in  MassachusetU,  •»«»»*>  ^  "^'TS^""! 
begun  under  it  tiU  1852.  when  those  of  Mfnchcs 
i^  UTcrpool  were  opened.     The  Concord 
iL  Ubrary  was  opene.1  in  Ma..«i«»etu  in  1851^ 
that  at  New  Bedford  in  1852,  and  the  gr^t  pu^ 
lie  Ubrary  in  Boston  the  s«ne  year.    The  lattw 
now  ha.  158^  volume,  for  a  popuUtKjn  of 
290  000;  whUe  Manchester,  with  a  populauon  of 
340'000,  has  but  86.000   volumes,  and  m  Uver- 
^r^liii  a  population  of  450.000,  there  are  le.. 
S^nW.000.    InaU   England   ther«   are  but  34 
town,  and  dUes  that  support  free  P-^^  Ubra^cs 
although  it  is  true  these  have  more  than  hiUf  a 
„»UUon  of  volumes,  or  a  third  more  than  <>ur  fiftj 
town  Ubr«rie.<rfMa-«aiu.etts  have.    ButOien^ 
the  population  of  the  M  EngUsn  '"""'fP^'^ 
U  p^bably  three  Ume.  a.  Rreat  a.  that  ^0^ 
fifty  towns  and  dties;  four  of  them.  Manchester, 
^r^l.  Bir»ingha»  '-^  J^^f^}^'}^ 
populatkm  naariy  ••fte-tM  O^whokof  M»s«*^ 

chnsetts. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Boston  pablk  Ubrary, 
which  furnishes  us  with  mo$t  of  the  above  fatfU, 
is  a  manual  of  curious  and  important  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.    Its  new  Ubrarian,  Mr  Justin 
Winsor,  has  a  ganius  for  his  work,  and  partico- 
larly  for  that  part  of  it  which  is  of  general  inter- 
est.   He  makes  his  annual  reports  as  entertain- 
ing as  a  newspaper, — and  how  could  we  say  more  ? 
Every  year  he  adds  a  new  feature  to  them,  just 
as  every  year  he  stimulates  Boston  into  some  new 
devel»pment  of  its  library  faculties.      Last  year, 
for  example,  Boston  tried  the  experiment  of  keep- 
ing the  Ubrary  open  through  the  month  of  August. 
It  had  been  the  custom,  because  the  Winthrops, 
Ticknors,  Everetts,  Lawrences,  and  Eliots  were 
out  of  town  during  that  month  to  beUeve  that 
everybody  dse  was.     The  public  schools  were 
d08«i,  why  should  not  the  pubUc  library  l»e?   8o 
reasoned  the  city  fathers,  until  Edward  Hale  and 
other  reformers  brought  evidence,  from  the  bills 
of  mortaUty.  record.  <rf  the  poUcc  court  and  other 
ofllcial  sources  to  sUow  that  there  was  actnaUy 
a  resident  population  able  to  read  books  in  the 
city  through  the  dog  days.     So,  last  August,  the 
first  time  for  sixteen  years,  Mr  Winsor  had  his 
Ubrary  open;  and  the  result  must  have  astonish- 
ed the  trustees,  who  never  had  thought  of  such 
a  thing  before.    It  seems  that  the  daily  average 
of  books  issued  in  the  eleven  months  preceding 
August  was  110,  while  in  August  it  wa*;  568,  or 
nearly  three-quarters  as  much ;  and  very  Ukely  it 
would  have  been  quite  a.  large  bat  for  the  fact 
that  the  people  gen«arally  did  not  find  out  that  the 
Ubrar>'  was  open.  On  one  particular  day,  August 
12,  the  numl>er  of  books  out  was  found  to  be  2770. 
The  borrowing  is,  of  courws,  much  larger  in 
winter,  when  the  evenings  are  longer;  the  months 
of  December,   January,    February    and    March 
•howing  the  largest  numl>cr  of  books  returned, 
•nd  nearly  as  many  as  the  whole  seven  months 
.  besides.    The  last  nport  covtrs  a  periwl  of  but 
eleven  i^onths,  during  which  the  Ubrary  was  open 
284  days;  that  U,  85  day.  out  of  every  hundred. 
This  shows  that  there  were  in   Bbston  but  about 
one  holiday  in  every  hundred,  »>esides  Sundays. 
In  these  "284  days,  218,6ir  volumes  were  taken 
out  by  11,267  people,  of  whom  6017  were  mea 
and  boys  and  5250  were  women  and  girls. 

This  last  set  of  figure.,  when  analyzed,  shows 
8<Hnc  curious  results.     In  the  first  place,  as  the 
population  of  Boston  capable   of  taking  books 
from  this  Ubrary  ha.  an  exces.  of  wme  20,000 
women  and  girb  in  a  total  of  170,000,  say  95,000 
to  75,000,  the  women  vrouki  appear  to  be  much 
less  given  to  reading  than   the  m«i.    Perhaps, 
however,  the  books  taken  home  by  men  or  boys 
were  read  by  the  other  sex  in  thdr  due  numeri- 
cal proportion.    But  it  is  probably  U-ue  that  of 
i  the  whole  population  of  Borton,  the  women  do 
i  not  read  so  much  as  the  men.     The  occupations 
of  these  11,267  were  taken  down,  so  far  as  given, 
and  it  is  on  record  that  while  only  585  of  the  6017 
men  had  no  occupation,  8708  of  the  5250  women 
had  none.    There  is  an  "anxious  and  aimless" 
.crowd for  you!    Less  than   a  third  part  of  the 
5000   who  had    anything   to    do.    which    thej 
chose    to    put     on    paper.     There   were   then 
5482  men  and  1542  women  who  stated  thdr  occu- 
pation, and  of  these,  1001   men  and  584  women 
were  in  trades,  mannfactnres,  etc. ;  284  men  and 
only  six    women    were  shopkeepers;  2006  men 
•ad  116|  women  were  in  oUicr  mercantile  call- 
ings; 746  men  and  896  women   l>clongcd  to  the 
prof^ional  classes;  165  men  and  thrc  women 
to  official  daM«;  242  oaen  and  three  women  to 
the  "UOwring  cUu«ses";  and  1M8  men  and  4.?4 
women  to  misoeltoneous  cUsse.  of  occupation. 
This   classification,  however.  Is  very  imperfect, 
for  by  referring  to  the   Usts,  we  find    that  the 
,hree  women  of  Uie  "laboring  classe."  were  "oys- 
ter opener?,"    while   three  co«k»,  three  trrand 


BOSTON  DADXmERTlSER. 

B.LWT»'..-"A   Ml*"*^"!' Xij'e.^^u.t  Ballet. 
Benefit  of  MMle  Morhwchl.      Extremei.. 

Mtlon  of  "Eve  at  the  Fountain." 
Uons  that  are  not  u»ed. 

The  proposal  whicb  the  trustees  of  the 
PubUc    Library  have  under  consideration, 
for  the  establishnient  of  branch  libraries  m 
diflerent  parts  of  the  city  more  remote  from 
the  central  institution,  is  likely  to  mark  an  i 
important  step  in  the  history  ol  our  enter- 
prise of  giving  free  reading  to  the  people. 
The  details  of  the  underUking  are  yet  in 
embryo,  and  it  is  not  proper  to  describe  the 
precise  methods  which  may  be  employed. 
But  it  is  plain  that   the  creation  of  local 
branches  for  book  distribution  will  tend  to 
make  the  Library  freer  than  it  is,  and  so 
that  the  plan  should  be  welcomed  and  helped 
.     cordiaUy  forward.     Of  course,  the  first  trial 
J'    of  it  must  be  in  a  sense  an  experiment,  now 
^.    M  the  system  is  tn  this  country;  but  its  en- 
^    tire  success  in  the   English  provincial  cities 
and  in  Germany  assures  us  that  it  is  at  least 

■worth  trying.  .     ,     .. 

The  records  of  the  Library  for  the  last  two 
years,  since  the  new  rule  of  registration  has 
gone  into  effect,  show  that  17,200   residents 
of  the  city  proper  have  taken  books  from  the 
circulating  department.     This  is   about  one 
in  eight  and  a  half  of  tiie  population,  and  is 
a  large   proportion.     In  Roxbury  the  book- 
takers  have  numbered  1750,  or  as  one  in  six- 
teen; in   South  Boston   1700,  or  as  one  m 
fourteen;  and  in  East  Bofton  only  800  bor- 
rowers have  registered  their  names,  or  hardly 
more  than  one  in  tw.nty-six  of  the  popula- 
tion.    It  will  be  nr.tural  for  the   trustees  ot 
the   Library  to  turn   their  attention  first,  in 
putting    their    exieriment    in    working    or- 
der,   to    the    quarter    where    the     benefits 
of  the   general   institution   have  been  least 
enjoyed      hitherto.        The    relief    of    the 
Library  in  Bovlston  strei-t  from  the  pressure 
upon   it  will  naturally   be   very  slight;  but 
there  arc  doubtless  many  duplicate  volumes 
upon  the  shelves  there,  which  can  be  spared 
for  the  branch  without  being  seriously   miss- 
ed.     The    minutely    kept    records    of   tlic 
classes  of  books  most  in  demand  at  the  Li- 
brary  will  furnisli  an  excellent  guide  for  sup- 
plying the  wants  of   the   more   distant    sec- 
tions.     We  presume  that  registration  at  a 
branch  will   not  <lcbar  the  card-holder  from 
resorting    also   to   the  central  establishment, 
if  he  chooses  to  undergo  the  labors  and  perils 
of  the  journey  for  a  rarer  book.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  plan's  of    the  trustees   in  this  matter 
should  be  matured  before  the   making  up  of 
the  estimates  of  the  city  auditor  next  month; 
and  we  presume   they   will   be  so  carefully 
prepared  that  the  city   council  will  at  oiv.' 
respond  with  the  appropriation,  upon  wliich 
their  ordinance  on    the  subject    still    gives 
them  a  check. 
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The  Pi'BLIC  Libbabt.— .MtenUon  I*  directed  to  the 
nubile  llbmrr  bv  the  npocaranee  <it  the  neventitmlh  an- 
nual report  ofthe  trUHtee*,  Mcc.nipaniwl  t.v  the  roporis  ol 
tlietxaiiilnlnwconifi.!M»-.-  and  tlie  HupfriiitentU-nt.  Iho 
ruHt.<8  conmioni  faxoiahly  on  the  incasurcs  adopted  U> 
ii.larce  the  useinln.-Hs  ot  the  llbrary.and  dlscii»R  the  com- 
parlsons  made  betwi-en  our  libraries  and  the  ilbrarlcH  o 
tuione.  The  truBt.es  n-gret  that  the  eft..rt«  ol  the  city 
uovtriimeiit  Ui  provide  larger  accominodallong  hav«  «o 
far  proved  unavailing.  Ibe  enUlilUhment  ot  brmch  II- 
bnirles  will  probably  nllevc  the  (liisiri'".iluis  room  ot  a 
portion  of  the  borrowei-K.  but  il  will  then  l.e  InBUtl  gienl. 
The  upper  or  Hates  Hull  now  c.nlalns  about  124  000 
volumes;  Ibc  lower  ball  about  'mm\  The  cxarol-lng 
con.mlttee  i^av  In  their  report  that  tbev  are  nay||^rwl 
to  sutcest  any  chant!en ;  but  Ihtv  teel  that    nott^^^W- 

Mous^hrea  of  red  tape  which  Interferes,  with  tllBTapId 
dellrerr  of  books  nhould  be  ret«lned.  They  are  convinced , 
lb  t  tbe  Buperlntenrt-nt  a»rree»  with  ibcm  in  tid..  and  !• 
a"  taper  as  they  arc  to  have  <  ver>-  obstruction  U  the  cx- 
pfUllfous  HrvFiK!  of  the  public  removed.  •'  1  be  report 
contain"  many  InterestlnK  statements  on  other  polnuto 
which  we  shall  refer  again. 
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TUe    Seventeentto   Annual    Ue^^-Am    Ac- 
count of  tlie  I^Btltudipt 

TheSerenteenth  Annual'lleport  of  thWlnstHutlOT^  » 
tbolgh  and  extensive  document.    lu  tf Jitroduc  cry  p-.  - 
tlon  the  Trustee*  make  this  statement  :-•'  Th""";/-^"  '^ 
bc-llrye  that  no  public  library  on  either  continent  >«  JPen  » 
many  day*  In  the  year,  and  so  many  hoar,  in  )«»«  ^"^"^^^  !''"' 
such  large  power,  olu*,  within  the  walls  of  tbe  ^«^'«1'"8^ 
and  wUh  so  few  restrictions  to  borrowers.    So  long  a.  th^ 
loe»v.  and  injurious  treatment  of  »>»'"'•''«" '«'*,7"*^.;^ 
ceuUge  to  the  whole  number  circulated  or  used  In  the  f«ad 
ing  hallH,  It  would  seem  unnecessary  either  to  >«»>«»  «P0"» 
S^mdary  deposit  or  guanuttee,  or  to  adopt  the  Kn.lUb  sy*- 
l^m  of  one  or  more  respectable  householders  a.  «"^«"««;  Tf 
present  reference  syatem.  without  i>ecunl.ry  '■e.poos^«^y. 
has.  80  far  a.  Is  known,  met  with  general  approval  u>hen  one. 
u„JerUooa.    Those,  however,  who  prefer  the  B^;»°^«  "»: 
tern  mav  be  rendnde.l  that  ftom  the  very  opening  of  the    n 
stltutlou,  provuion  w«.  made  In  the  regulations  that  any  In- 
habitant of  Boston  depositing  the  value  of  the  work  desired 
c„„,lT.keU  away  from  the  building.  ,«»""»••  ^»*^<'7;;;„': 
h,H  this  privilege  been  valued,  that,  during  the  P«»^  J«^«° 
teen  years,  bT*  very  few  Instance-  have  occurred  where  Bp- 
pllctttlon  has  been  made  under  the  rule."  ^^    -„ 

Tbe  ReiH)rt  of  the  Kxamlning  Committee  Is  signed  by  B.  I . 
Whipple,  as  Chulrman.  and  the  following  gentlemen:  -Sidney 
B.trtlett.  Ksa.;  Ecv.  Henry  Burroughs,  Jrj  j-^tnci^  Donahoe 
Ksq.;  B.  Joy  Jefftles.  M.  D. ;  r.nd  Ilobert  M.  Ma..«.  Ibn-  The 
Trustees  properly  speak  of  this  part  of  the  dcK-ument  as  well- 
considered  and  caremily  drawn."  The  ^'ommiiU^  j^T.^^i 
••  u.  a .  liy  like  ours,  a  large  bcly  ol  costly  book,  of  reference, 
contalnlug  the  lattst  Information  on  every  .tibject  •^'^  >[««">«- 
nUed  utility,  and  tree  to  all,  Is  necessary  to  promote  U»e  In- 
dustrial Interest,  of  the  clU7.e».;and  the  ^'-f"^*  ^^f" 
Urntl>  sute  that,  lu  this  respect.  Boston  U.on  the  whole.  In 
advance  ot  the  other  clMes  of  the  Union." 

Respecting  the  large  use  of  booUs  of  fiction,  they  report 
very  judiciously:-"  We  thus  have  a  library,  containing  In 
r«th  hall,  almost  163.0.«  bookfc  with  an  aggregate  circulation 
of  ai8.667  for  the  year,  of  which  considerably  more  than  half, 
namely.  126,273.  wa.  conflned  to  9130  bo<*.  [of  Kngll.h  Prose 
rictlonj.    lothoHcwhoareaccuftomed  to  coMlder  n.veU 
M  necessarily  wortnle...  tbl.  mu.t  appear  a  very  dlwxmrag- 
lDg.tateu.eiit;  but  then  an  examination  of  the  catalogue  of 
fiction  m  the  Public  Llbrarj  will  .how  that  under  the  general 
term  of  w.reUi  are  Inciurted  work,  which  arc  divided  from 
each  other  by  as  wide  a  gulf  a.  that  which  y.wn.  between 
the  finest  and  the  meanest  producU  of  the  human  heart 
and  intellect.     Between  the«!  two  extremes  are  the  p-ea* 
body  of  novel..  reprewnUng.  with  varlou.  degre      of  talent 
»lmo.t  every  phano  of  lift,  character  and  manner.,  past  and 
present,  andmorc  or  lew  communicating  knowlclge  a.  well 
..Mrrlngfor   entertainment     It    ha.  been  a.certalned    In 
tbil  century  that  people  who  reject  counwl  and  tatorm- 
.tloo     when     conveyed    In    a    didactic     to;"-     '=",^»^ 
vividly    taprewed    and  Influenced    by    both  when    they 
appear      In     the     gnlw   of     BctUlou.    narrative;     hence 
Uie  unexampled  rush  Into  literature  of  novel,  devoted  to  tbe 
inculcation  of  moral  and  religion,  truth,  to  the  reprMWta- 
tlon  of  historical  period,  and  personage.,  to  the  promotton 
ol  new  view.  In  politic,  and  phllowphy,  and  even  to  the 
prewntatlon  of  ««ne.  and  adventure,  wblch  were  formerly 
engrowed  by  the  louri.t  an<l  voyager.    In  all  the*!  bo-jk..- 
and  they  are  to  be  numbered  by  thouwinds-under  the  nov- 
eltot  there  lurt.  the  theologian,  or  the  moralUi.  or  the  hto- 
tcrlan  or  the  p.dltlcal  parUMn.or  the  meUphyrical  thinker, 
or  the  traveller  In  strange  lands.    Then  the  rapreeenUtloo 
of  wclal  life.  a.  It  appear.  In  the  Inlted  SUUt,  Great  Brit- 
ain France,  fiermany  and  Italy,  occuple.  the  attention  of  m 
claM  of  professional  novelist,  who  are  succewful   .nlynofar 
a.  they  bave  tieen  ol»Mrver.  ot  human  nature,  and  have 
Uierefcre  wmethlng  to  wy  of  Interest  to  human  b^lng.. 
Three-quarter,  of  the  noveUsU  of  tbl.  claw  would.  In  former 
times  have  written  treaUee.  and  e«My*  without  reachtag  a 
t.  nth  of  the  reader,  they  t»w  not  «mly  reach,  but  Influence. 
It  will  thus  beieen  that  thl.  department  of  literature  h». 
drawn  to  It  recrulU  fnan  almoat  aU  the  other  Ueparimenta, 


rnrt  that  to  throw  aU  Its  products  together  to  one  uutUt- 
trr,.ulBb.nK Lap  and  stigmatize  them  «b  -  trash,"  Is  a  moH 

»  Z   — „,*h  roii.iin2  but  even  when  Btui>la  tney  are 
TZ^ZZV^  ItUd^iesstohe  regretted  that  some 
S^rpSi't  nuvel^ln  the  collection  Bt^-Ui .how  tho^e^t^ 
Mt  clrculatiou ,  but  It  19  difficult  to  say  how  {ar  tbU !«  o^'^S 
rilce  on  the  part  of  readers  of  the  -PuUt-  of  bett^ 
books     What  is  sought  is  evidently  some  ""^e*  ^^^/"^ . 
Sb  stimulating  elements  In  It  to  lnte^e«t  the  m^ad.  and 
the  best  novels  are  universally  the  most  ^^^f^   ^ 
same  person  who  la  attracted  by  a  "  sensation      title,  ana 
cSd^rneynolds  or  Pierce  Kgau  the  most  fascinating  ol 
n'-aC  woi  be  more  pleased  with  '  Ivanhoe/   f  he  on^ 
UMweno^hofScotfs  transcendent  lame  to  ask  for  It.    As 
ft  U  theyTe  often  determined  In  their  selection  by  mere 
acSdent   and  whether  they  stumble  "-^^  «^J-^,;'  ^^'.^ 
nlus,  or  a  bald  recital  of  coarse  horrors,  the  result  Is  la  elthei 
rii<4P  du«  to  chance  or  caprice."  »      ,„_ 

T^o  report  of  the  Superintendent,  with  the  ex^ns  re 
taZ  iX  appendixes  to  It,  maWes  the  greater  part  of  the 
document,  and  presents  at  length  the  tacts,  both  as  regards 
Slbrary.  and  also  such  as  are  of  »n>P<>rtance 'n  a  cotnpar- 

1';     an  J  sis  of  blbllothecal    «P«f f «»-  '"^  ^'^  "    Ta, 
hundred  other  libraries  of  the  world,  with  which  he  has 
maTiIalned a  correspondence  during  the  year,  lor  eUcltlng 
The  inlor^atlon  now  commented  upon  and  tabulated     Some 
cJ  the  ag^es  show  an  extent  ot  administrative  deUU  that  few 
n,t«lde  of  the  library  comprehend.    Korty-three  persons,  In- 
cS"k  the  haLd  ",,,»,,  Hndery.  constitute  its  working  force. 
T^Sflmr  thousand  volumes  in  the  lower  hall  were  cov^ 
,  l,th  oaoer  during  the  year.    Only  one  in  t«n  thousand 
orthrS^.r.rnt?rom  the  building  IS  not  returned.    This  je- 
It  18  ^ ingln  part  to  the  general  good  character  o  the  bor- 
saiiisowiu»i    1  .     .>,„    norslstent   manner  In  which 

rowers,  and  In  part  to  the    Pf™*  «•"   ™  result  of 

dellnouenuareheldto  their  obligations.    As  *»»«/«*'";'; 

tohsrecent  book  on  -Free  Libraries."  that  »«  " '«"'»2 
library  thl.  institution  Is  the  freeM  inlthe  u,arU  and  dls- 
Sllof  that  author's  objection  to  su.h  a  deslgna. Ion  of  t  as 
r^Lln^  collection,  by  saying  ^b"'  ^r  Kdwards  was  no^ 
aware  that  the  formalities  regarding  the  use  ot  ^<«'''' j°  ^^ 
tulXg  hy  any  one,  which  made  It  loss  iree  than  some  other 
ibrarte..  iere  Bome  time  ago  done  away  with,  removing  the 

^trr;r  C^rrupertotendent,  "onr  Library  stl,. 
™.  otalnrafter  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  second  rank 
rthec'r;„t?y  rndourl«.„000  volumes  give  «.  an  average 
of  sity  or  Lventy  volumes  to  every  hundred  of  our  popula- 
If  aproSnTonconsH  than  double  what  pre- 

vl  to  Twe  i«» »«»  Manchester.    Wlthto  a  radius  o  fflre 
X"o.thc';^ate„.>usethen^be.ofvo^.m.n.l^^^^^ 
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tnuesironi  vu«  .-n.i»»».  i."—  —  - 

ries,  not  private,  to  every  hundred  of  the  po^ 

Sei^eatly  to  excess  of  the  proportion  In  any  si 

tJ,;  continent.    -Of  the  six  llbrartes  ^  "-  ^'^ 

tog  over  100,000  volumes,  three  are  w1tW|«is 

the  aggregate  accessible  to  the  pubUc  ^^K  ' 
iiii,.^  ••    finr  increase  to  volumes  (bw«»>^«»" 

tuoM  In  which  the  Dates  r>ooks  and  the  Parker  "»''» 

z:.::.:^^  -  two  o..  ™- --;-rth: 

the  country  "«  "«- ,'°'^'r'°«/*SS    of    Oongro«^ 
Bsme    number   of    volumes,    the  ^^'^^    °'  ^^jer 

«,dthe    Mercantile    ^'^^L 'L  liar    over  u'ooo  vol- 

ln«tltutlon    added    aurlng    *»*«  '"*  ''^f  .„.    »,,  i    about 

uma.    (a    large    proportion    ''"P  '^"\"*-'  ""f  J^  ioiumes 

saoo  duplhatcs.  leaving  their  not  «'''" ''^"'JTthe  sa-ue. 

Xhe  Peal^dy  InsUtute  -^-'il^-J^  i^ii^  fond. 

rsr^rjr^^rnT^ 

Jre'ase  among  them  larger  than  o.n^  own  ^f^^^^'^^ 

scarcely  more  than  two  hundred     <;he°^- '^;  ^  ^^,^  ;,« 
to  Belgium   n2..K)0  volumes),   tocreases  by  le« 
voUunes  a  year."  nM>n  for  Idi  d  »ya 

Hegardtog  the  ^^^;;^:;^]l,^:::JSLof,Z^"n. 
dmlng  the  year,  with  ^«;^';!",^,^**fl^„,,  are  larger  than 
a  dully  average  ot  770  volumes    the*s  ««  j^^ 

ever  before  recorded  ''"Vr;op:^r"no^  those  of  laat 

one.  theNew  Yoriiaieri»u  wondered  at  when  we 

•n7r  r  :rnr  r.ttte"  "  tJeTpular  demand  to 
consider  how  extensiviiy  branch  (down-town) 

purchasing  dupHcate^  t'!,^  ,em  of  d^llveTg  Jot,  at  houae. 
rrtJ;rCora"d-h  the  rau^sof  ^ej:ng.U^- 
r^e..the^^s------^^^^^^ 

^r^  rks!*  ^-^r  1.^-a^^^^^  ^^ 
:sr^^x.ir,tr:^;/.---~ 

Hon  current  periodical,  are  o.ten  Usued  "  «*^  J^ 
Manchester,  only  a  few  ol  the  most  popular  are  *^^J^^ 
to  thenewwooma-most  perlo^llcl.  being  Issued  pred^ly  a. 


.ooks-asthenhrarlan  in.™.  -  J-^^^^^^ 

(counting  threes   are  ^'^e  '  ** /  J'"''    J^*;,  ,,,,^„ee  books 
lases.    A  "y^^ematlc  record  skept'.fu  ,a,,uo„, 

»ua  alcove  tovestlgalo-^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^  ,  hat 

at  Manchester,  If  not  elsewhere.  ,pecmcatloM-»re 

.iraage  fashion.  For  »'»"»^^*:  'j^d  to  M6  reaSi.  »* 
«><>-' '•^*r\'^reT;oi:rcratotog  on  an  averse 
they  w«llLln  ^^'^^'"'^  J""l  „  ^f  volumes  Issued  Is  ftnU»- 
forty  "P^^fl'^tlons  the  number  o  ^^^^^^  ,pecim;>lons 

pUed  l-y^ty  toge  ^^^J^^J^^^^^tbodsof  reck<a*»yj;enot 
BuppW^d  to l>e  used.    All  these  m  mdude  tW^'k* 

tocEdlnour  total,  which  does  «ot  even  In      ^      ^^ 

iBBuert  for  reference  itom  the  Lower  '  » '  ^  ^jgiirs 

The  -^"•'^rt^'^iS.i^-ntbrrfeaslng  /» 
rdr;:.rrurrtl^;i're  than  ..t  ye.r^  ver. 
l^^s ilvtog  spent  589  hourstothe  room. 


The  exceU^^r;;^^^^^^^^!^^^^ 

sfttisfied  terms  on  the  condition  of  the  L«"yy' "^ 
mZTement  and  it«  prospecta;  acknowledging  he 
^ene^rremembrancee  of  it«  friendB.  awardmg 
r;ai.t.t.e.id.t.of^^^^^ 

facilities  in  the  not  ->^<>^J^XuJrl^r^o^^  ' 
the  Superintendent-Mr  Justin  W»Mor    ifl  a 
of  arrangement  and  fuhiess,  presenting  the  con 
t"u  of  thi.  favorite  '-^^^^-!^^^^^ZTZ 
.oet  intelligible  ^--' ^^TeSLand  Xiely  ! 

Z^TtZi.  relative  to  the  management  of  books 
firnubUruL  euoh  aa  one  xarely  finds  in  a  numlar 
pXtn     The  re^er  will  strike  the  key-t. 
i  nfMr  Winsor's  spirit  in  his  responsible  office,  by 
I  oLTviTg  iS^  reirk  thatit  should  be  the  purp^ 
I  to^etSK.ks  read,  rather  than  to  acquire  them. 
He^^  on  the  administration .  the  bu.ldmg 
Ste^^theeirculation.  and  the -^alo^^j  ^^ 
under  each  division  his  statements  and  ^"gK^tions 
are  of  wide  interest  and  permanent  value.    The 
^;Uces  are  a  nec«aary  Buppl--t^  aE. 
JrVso  thorough  even  in  the  «»t^'^«- .  .^^f/;'^^ 
C  good  reason  to  feel  increased  pnde  mji^ 
PubHc  Library  and  in  the  names  of  the  donors 
and  their  most  liberal  gifts.  ^^^^ 


J*' 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  UuHee«»« 

EniTOR  CoMMONWE..T.i:-l  infer,  from  «ev. 
eral  «harp  remark,  which  you  have  et  fall  la  el> . 
that  you  are  in  lav...  of  opening  the  I'ubhc  L.bra- 
rv  on  Sundays,  for  the  use  of  those  cU.^enj  who 
woul.l  appreciate  the  privileges  offered.  I  «up- 
po::d.  a^  no  douht  did  you.  that  every  c.t-n 

Unew  where  the   Public  Library  was  but  w  tlan 
a  t.w  months  a  couple  of  signs  have  been  placed 
upon  the  noble  editice  bearing  its  name  and  the 
words  "open  to  all."     Said  word,  are  very  go,.d 
and  I  trust  their  encoura^nng.  inv.tmg,  seduc uve 
n^eanrng  may  draw  in  many   «^-  ^-''^  «;;;'; 
wine  he-itate    to  cross  its  threshold       If   th  se 
TiLns  are  absolutely  e..ential.  1  bog  leave   .,    ug^ 
1st  that    the  appropriate    comm.ttee  wdl    take 

—h£  /ir  r  :r  ;ubinu;!;H.r  :^ 

New  York,  is  the  sign  "»>«P'^"'"7S' '  ^  "'^;,;,i 

Jd   on   another.  "Department  of  J"*,''^.^'     "^  '' 

,when  a  Hostonian  wants  justice  m   Ootham.  he 

^TjT^oursTnothi^ng  would  suit  me  better  than 
to  see  t^-onls  '-every  day"  follow  the  phrase 
■'  ,mM,  to  all."  Why.  only  last  Sun.lay.  I  saw  I.  - 
.Kv'^.Srin.  int;;:  th^  ^rZ^'l^^^t^l^ 
;«.r  thpv  e<iuld  "get  closer'  ;  and  Jt  is  a  la'.i  uiai 
S  El^worLin'g  man.to  ju.l.e  '»y  '-  «»'<X 
anT-e  mounted   the  sL.ne  fence  and  gazed  a   the 

the  reading-room.     P(M)rfeUow!  "«"""/ ^',\.,  ,,, 

S^^re^d.  o,fly  Sundays,  and  ^^^^^J^t^l 

.pnre  money  for  papers.      And  «»';  "n''"        ,„ 

thai  i^  the  great  unseen  to  h.m   tor  f'^  f  t".;." 

work    beto.e'  9    A.    M     and  works  un.b  |^  M. 

1  Those  windows,  which   face  on    Bo.ston   strtci, 

1  are   nv.ung  t)at   epulsive.  an.l  I  would  pro,M.se  an 

'    nmed;rte%pp.opna,ion    to   '"nnsh  curta.n     or 

hlinds  in  order  to  im|>ede  vision,  or  it  they  na%e 


view  ;";"^,|_.      ^    f  yif  Appleton*  liberal  pft-    Ac- 

'=°'^'"^?».£C«TuTe  'uTk  .0  blgh«  to  be  beyond 
■art  of  lb««  portraiw  an         »  .    tantalize 

than  sallsf^  the  M^U^or  ^,,^  ^^ere  they  may  be 

^™  enough  to  Blve^hern  ai    P^       ^^^^  „r.n«ement  «i 
^'""^1]    Z  louvre  and  South  Ke«.lnston^eu,n  be 

*^rJUJ:"r..ap"- or  -;;r««c::s 
r:bi;:r;r;a^-;x^^ 

January  ».  1810. 


.^^,E  LENOX  LIBRARY- A  SUPERB  GIFT. 

iFrom  the  New  Yort  Tribune.] 

vnr  manv  years  past  scholars  have  known  of 

thfexS/in  thfs  city  of  a  private  library  and 

Lalle?y  of  marvellous  value,  comprising  «^llcc- 

finnsJf  unequalled  importance  in  several  depart- 

mmMM 

Dutch  explorations,  conquest  and  eovernment- 
hisfmraiT  contains  material,  literary  and  arch- 
«>olnLr  ca7otTreater  volume  and  value  than  all 
rt?o  S  cSlcSuons  in  the  country ;  that  amons; 
s  documenKre  many  of  «  consequence  no  less 
than  the  oriinnal  manuscripts  of  the  letters  aiia 
oiunals  of  Columbus ;  that  there  are  many  book. 

invaluable  to   the  student  of  which  he  has  the 
Sifcopv In  existence;  that  there  are  many  h.^^ 
!  tnHoal  fragments  and  monumenta  that  he  has 
£tt  ed  anTclnssifled  with  a  Pat.cnce  ajd  as  - 
n«itv     which     are     no    common    features     n 
?he  cbaraS  o?  American  scholars..    It  would 
toSvey  no  idea  to  refer,  in  a  V^^'^^^'^^^^'X" 
hu    collection     of    early    American    theolo-^V, 
s    '^oifSon     of     lii^'-ee.      amons     vvhich 
wpluilipve  is  to  be  found  one  of   t'>«.thrcc"^ 
7onrcxistVn- copies  of  the  Mazarin   Bible,  hn 
I  SlioSical     minuscripts,    his     sculpturesque 
S  Sn  enihmcinir  mlny  invaluable  antiques 
his  collection  of  pictures,  iacluding  on«m^s  of 
the  old  Italian,  Si)anish  and  P"tch   mastery  as 
well  as  the  more  modem  masters,  such  as   i  ur 
ner  Tn  whose  works  he  is  particularly  rich,      n 
Fact  it  will  be  impossible  lo  {,nvo  the  P«'>»\c  ""^ 
oveil  scho  ars  and  connoisseurs,  any  idea  ot  the 
?nmo?U  nee  of  these  collections,   unti    the  pos- 
Sol  liSeTf  has  token  the  initiative  in  makiu"; 

'^ft"''is"bciause  of   the  inacce»siMlily  of   this 

armSions;   but  we  understand  that .  this  has 

S,?man  Self,  that  they  were  based  ou  neithe. 

'^ivSwSowe^rSdTscomflte^I  in  their  attempts 
toVcnTratftSe"«ro.m«m  often  ifulscd  t^-- 
selves  in  vigorous  denunciation  of  ita  waicniui 
^uanUan     We  have  heard  artists  and  authors 
Senv  thS  ru/Jf  of  any  man  to  keep  such  treas- 
ures from  ihe  public  gaze;  and  we  remem  >or 
X,t     some   yeaVs  ago,  a  well-known    popular 
Treacher  dashed   the  vials  of  his  wrath  asamst 
[he  detcnnificd  miUioiinaire  who  had   po^-fve^v 
refrS  him  admittance  to  the  treasure  house. 
Hut  these  tings  never  affected  the  owner,  who 
K  his  ovJnTd'ea  and  feeling  about  the  matter, 
and  his  own  purT>ose  in  regard  to  it. 

n  now  corAing  forward  to  offer  this  fupc;'  /  ^ 
brarv  and  gallcn'  as  a  eift  to  the  people  of  tlii> 
city   th?coU*.H  tor  and  owner.  Mr.  .  ames  Lenox 

H,ron'"^eSSVak!''«KS; 

JSSriu^Ul..  ,  Wc  -ni  n,,tm«kc."j.cun,. 
nnri«>n  liotweou  tliis  gift  and  that  of  tne  Asiors, 
KMSe'o^InTother  public  benefactors  l^ 

iS'\ori^bb?J«?"i-<^<^-^'ll 
brfound?o  possess  a  Uluc  of  its  own.  unequalled 
bv  that  of  aVv  other  collection  in  the  country. 
The   act    inconiorating    the    trustees    ot^  tne 

Unox  Library  passed  ''f  b'-'-"--"^%'^'/"^iract 
legislature  last  week.    It  «PPfXU  his  ooUec 
tlmt  not  onlv  has  Mr.   Lenox   offcre<l   mscouw 
on  i.aTree  public  gift,   but  that,  in  ad.l. tion 
leharottered  such  real  estate  in   the  vicinity  of 
the  Central  Park  as    may    be    roq'iJJIljJ    fj"^,; 
L  ♦<•  nnd    still  further,  the  sum  of  S.'!00,«)W»  in 
site,  and,  still     irii,         ^  ^^j   ,g    „re    to    be 

money.  Of  tins  sura  '""'".■,,;  ,iiitat>le 
..viiriidcd  in  the  crectum  of  a  t)uil"ling  s*""'"":^ 
for  U  c  ?oll^t  on.  and  the  remainder  is  to  be  use^l 
[n  .lef?«>in^thc  necessary  expenses  of  keeping 
«  ,d  ii  Inch  other  wavs  as  may  accord  with  the 
h>nd?s  d'esign-the  ^«>»-Hn.  of  rMibic  e^tu^ 

'"'  i^r'f^lha't'tl'  woK  ereS  Se  buS 

ve  may  cxpxt,  before  three  years  have  passed 
^«n^  to  Invo  the  lonir-hidden  treasures  of  the 
1  ono;  col  ection  publirlv  opened  to  the  view  and 
for  "ho  scr^•icc  of  American  «-holurs  and  »tu- 
dent« 


%mmt^ 


SUNDAY    MORNING    EDITION. 


BOSTON' :  JANUARY  23,  1870. 


Hesidenta  of  the  rify  iiroper,  South   Boston,  Charles- 
town,   Chelsea,  niul   Uoxbury,  who    (subA(Mll)e  iV.r  the  , 
Gazette  at  this  ofBce,  can  have  the  paper  rotcularly  ile- 
liverod  at  their  doors  early  Bunday  morniug,  free  of 
extra  charge. 

Ouradvcrtiijing  patron*  are  especially  requented  to 
brittK  in  their  favors  at  the  earliest  possible  hour. 


THE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

The    sevonteenth     Annual   Report   of   the 
Trustees  of  this  institution,  togetlicr  with  the 
Reports    of  the    IC.\-iiniiniii<^  Coniruittee   and 
the  Superintendent,  and  also   vavioua   accom- 
panyinj^  do'^uments,  has  made  ile  appearance, 
in   a    large,    elose-printc-d   pamplilet  of  153 
pages.     It  is  a  very  elaborate  and   caieful  ex- 
hibition, ineludin;;  a  large   variety  of  special ' 
subject'^,  and  full  of  valuable   information  in 
regard  to  the  organization   and    maaagement 
of  libraries  in  genera",  and  at  the   same  lime 
Betting  forth  in  ample  detail   the  history,  con- 
dition, prospect",  and  wants  of  this  particular 
institution.      Great    lidelity,    diligence,    and 
skill,  on  the  part  of  those  having  the  business 
in  charge,  are  everywhere   apparent,   though 
not  ostentatiously   so;  and   there  <'an   be   no 
question  that  the   Trustees  and   oflicers  are 
abundantly  wide-awake  and  on  tlm   look-out 
to  karn  and  to  apply  the  best  methods   of  or- 
dering and  administering  so  important  a  pub- 
lic trust.     To   this  end,   a   correspondence  is 
kept  up  with  all  the  leading  public  libraries  in 
England  and   other  i)arm   of  Europe,   and  a 
free  interchange  of  judgment  and  experience 
touching  all  the  points  pertaining  to   the   Bci- 
ence  and  the  manag«jmi'nt  of  a  work  so  com- 
plicated and  rui  ning  int<»  such   a  multitude 
ot  perplexing  details.     Those  who  take  an  in- 
terest in  the    matt'  r   may,  wo   are  confident, 
rest  assured  that  nothing  which  well-directed 
intelligetice  and  industry  can  compass  is  want- 
ing, to  advance  the  Pulilie  Library   of  Boston 
at  an    even    pace    willi    tiie,   l)est-forme<l    and 
best-governed  institutions  of  the  kind   in  the 
world. 

Of  the  many  topics  despatched  in  this  Re- 
port, none  of  which  are  lacking  in  appropri- 
ate interest,  we  can  stay  to  notii'C  but  two  or 
three;  and  we  arc  not  a  iiltle  at  a  l(>ss  how 
our  space  may  best  be  filled. 

The  whole  Librar3-,  including  both  Halls, 
now  reaches  nearly  to  the  tlguro  of  153,000 
volumes.  Of  these,  8.685  were  added  during 
the  past  year.  An«l  all  this  huge  accumula- 
tion of  books  has  been  gathered  since  1852. 
Of  the  whole  nuniuer  (»f  volumes,  nearly 
124,000 are  in  the  H.ites  Hall,  and  nearly  29.- 
000  in  the  Lower  Hall.  And  the  collect!  n  i-* 
of  the  most  varied  ch.iracter.  extending,  willi 
more  or  le?.s  o|  luhux^,  over  the  whole  field 
oC  literature  and  s.  icnr.'  ;  >  that  students  in 
every  department  of  learning,  as  well  as  gen- 
eral readers,  can  here  find  a  liberal  snpply  of 
books  suited  to  their  wants. 


The  contents  oi  uotu  Hftlls  alike  are  allow- 
ed to  beti.ken  to  the  homes  of  the  applicants. 
The  whole  circulation   during  the   past  year 
wa3  218,677,  an  increase  of  about  48,000  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.      Of  this   circula- 
tion, 175,772  were  from  the  Lower  Hall,  while 
the  Bates  Hall  sl.ows  only  42,905.     This  great 
disparity  of  the  two  Halls  in   point   of  actual 
use  ceems  indeed  rather  slrangi-.     It  is  mainly 
owing,  no  douijt,  lo  tiie  dilfcrent  character  of 
the  books;  though  the  Exiniining  Committee 
give  it  as  their  opinion,  that   "the   circulation 
of  the  Bates  Hall  would  be  greatly  increased, 
if  the  advantages  it  oiri.'r.s  to  all  cla-^ses  of  in- 
telligent readers  wen-  more  generally  known.'" 
They  also  state  that  "Lhc   actual    holders  t)t 
cards  are  now  over  20, 0')0  in   number,  an   in- 
crease of  over  .'5,000  since  August  l.st." 

It  appears  that  the  29,(*00  volumes  of  the 
Lower  Hall  attract  four-llfiiis  «d'the  readers  of 
the  Library.  Of  thoe  volumes,  again,  nearly 
one-third  are  described  as  works  of  English 
prose  fi<:tion,  including  "juveniles.'"  And 
this  one-third,  including  only  9,130,  are  used 
three  times  as  much  as  the  other  two-thirds  in 
the  Lower  Hall,  and  considerably  more  than 
half  as  much  as  all  the  other  books  in  the 
Library  put  together.  In  other  words,  out  of 
an  aggregate  <  irculation  of  218,677,  no  less 
than  125,273  was  confined  to  the  9,130  books. 
We  have  no  idea  that  this  showing  fairly 
represents  the  order  of  books  suiterl  to  the 
average  taste  of  Boston  rea<lers;  for  the  best 
class  of  readers  are  apt  to  read  the  fewest 
books;  as  a  general  thing,  indeed,  tin;  higher 
one's  taste  in  reacling.  the  tewer  books  he 
wants;  beside",  the  better  class  are  most  apt 
to  have  on  their  own  shelves  the  books  in 
which  they  chiefly  delight;  and  there  is 
probabl}'  no  other  place  in  tin;  world  where  so 
many  choice,  though,  il  mny  be,  small  private 
collections  are  to  be  found. 

Nevertheless  it  must  be  owned  that  the  use 
of  the  Library  in  this  respcjct  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory.  And  the  Committee  themselves 
so  regard  it;  as  the  following  extract  from 
their  R«'port  will  .^how  :  "  I'he  proportion  of 
novels  in  the  catah»gue  which  are  morally  and 
intellectually  bad,  which  bear  marks  of  ])ro- 
ceedingfrom  the  brains  of  pnjfiigate  or  senti- 
mental dunces,  is  exceedingly  small.  Many 
of  the  novels  may  !\ot  be  worth  reading,  but 
even  when  stupid  thoy  are  innocently  stupid. 
It  is  doubtless  to  be  regretted  that  ^..nle  of 
the  poorest  novels  in  the  collection  should 
•how  the  greatest  circulation  ;  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  say  how  far  this  is  f»wing  to  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  readers  <>f  the  repuiatif)n  of 
better  books."  Ho\ve\  (  r  this  may  !>«•  it  is 
clear  enough  that  a  liiirn  v  can  only  furnish 
books;  it  cannot  furnish  eitlu-r  brainsor  taste 
to  readers.  Moreover,  a  pnpnlnr  library  must 
needs  have  books  for  fools  as  well  as  for 
others;  and  we  suspect  no  provision  of 
Ubrari(;3  can  prevent  III.'  loojs  from  being  a 
large  majority.  S  >  tiiat  there  id  i)erhaj)s  no 
way  but  to  let  tjjem  eat  a*  fools,  lioping  that 
at  lea.st  a  few  of  tlnni  will,  even  by  the,  help 
of  such  food,  grow  up  t<)  something  belter. 


i**-^^^ 


JoSTOirS  ART  MUSEUM. 
The  moTement  in  Boston,  of  vrhich  bespoke 
some  weeks  ago,  to  open  a  grand  mU8euBfl|f  the 
fine  arts  for  the  pubUc  amusement,  anj  as  a 
school  of  drawing  and   modeling,  has  ^t  last 
taken  a  very  definite  shape,  and  seems  likely  to 
result  in  something  practical  at  once.    For  many 
years  the  lovers  of  art  in  Boston  have  chenshed 
the  idea  of  a  free  public  gallery  on  the  plan  of 
those  so  common  in  Europe.    This  was  the  wish, 
4imong  others,  of  Scth  Cheney,  the  great  crayon 
artist,  whose  ideas  on  art  wera  as  wide  and  gen- 
erous as  the  field  in  which  he  chiefly  la|)ored- 
lngrav*ng  and   crayon   drawing-was    limited^ 
S  after  the  reorg'anization  of  t^J*  American 
Social  Science  association  began    fifteen  months 
ago,  under  Dr  Samuel  »!»<>»  ^"^MrVillanl  its 
wmmittce  on  education  resolved  to  make    art  as 
a  means  of  education"  the  subject  of  a  spctlal 
inquiry.    A  sub-committee  was,  ^^P^^^^  *"wTi' 
consisting  of  Messrs  Charles  C.   Perkins,  W.  U. 
Ware,  K  Cabot  and  J.  M.  Barnard  of  feoston. 
and  Mr  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  the  sculotor  of  New  \  ork 
This  committee,  on  the  6th  of  l5cccmber,  present- 
ed a  plan  for  establishing  an  institution  which 
should  serve  the  purposes  of  instruction  in  art. 
In  the  meantime  the  proprietors  of  the  Athen»- 
um  in  consequence  of  the  bequest  to  their  Insti- 
tution of  a  valuable  collection  of  medieval  armor 
bv  the  late  Col  Lawrence,  and  the  generous  offer 
by  Mrs  Lawrence  of  $25,000  towards  the  expense 
of  providing  a  suitable  exhibition  room,  be^n 
to  consider  the  project  of  a  separate  building  tor 
their  art  treasures,  and  it  was  decided  to  budd 
such  an  edifice  with  the  funds  of  the  Athcnaum 
and  other  money,  in  which  the  paintings  and 
statuary  of  the  institution  would  form  the  nucle- 
us of  a  regular  museum  of  art.    An  attempt  to 
combine  tliis  project  with  the  Social  Sc  cnce  plan 
was  at  once  made,  and,  though  it  had  little  suc- 
cess at  first,  it  has  now.  by  the  intervention  of 
third  parties,  as  in  chemical  reactions,  been  hap- 
pily effected.  ,  „   ,    .^  ,.  „ 
A  few  weeks  since  a  meeting,  called   for  ttie 
purpose  of  consolidating  these  various  projects, 
chose  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  President 

EUot  and  Messrs  John  A.  Lo!*«"' ^'^'^l^, Siv  .ro' 
kins  W.  W.  Grecnough    and  William    K.  Ware, 
with  instructions  to  devise  a  working  plan.    A 
week  later  another  meeting  took  place  at  which 
this  committee  reported,  through  PresidentlKliot, 
and  recommended  the  formation  of  a  district  as- 
sociation, for  the  purpose  of  cairying  the  project 
of  a  museum  into  practical  effect.     The  report 
was  accptcd,  and  a  committee  chosen  to  peUtion 
the  Legislature  for  a  charter.    A  petition  ^nd  a 
draft  of  a  charter  have  since  been  prepared,  and 
will  bo  presented  to  the  LcRislature  at  once.    The 
corporators  named  are  President  Eliot  ofHai- 
Tard  university.  President  Rogers  ofthe  institute 
cf  technology,  and  Messrs  J.  A.  Lowell,  Benjamin 
8  llotch,  Martin  Brimmer,  Otis  Norcross,  Samuel 
Eliot,  William  Endlcott,  Jr..  W.  W.  Greenough, 
Y  E.  Parker,  H.  P.  Kidder,  J.  T.  Bradlec,  G.  B. 
Emerson  and  Col  T.  H.  Perkins.  It  is  proposed,  as 
soon  as  the  act  of  incorporation  is  obtained,  to 
make  application  to    the  municipal  authorities 
for  the  transfer  to  the  new   corporation   of  tlie 
lot     the  same  on  which    the  Coliseum  stood,— 
(riven   to   the  city  by   the  state   on  condition 
that  it  be  used  either  for  a  public  park  or  an  art 
building.    For  the  rest  of  the  money  required  to 
insure  the  construction  of  the  museum,  an  ap- 
peal wiU  be  made  to  the  pul>llc.    With  Boston  s 
record  for  liberal  giving  in  matters  ot  this  kind, 
the  money  will  no  doubt  be  raised,  and  the  work 
begun  this  year.  ^    .  _ 
The  scheme  as  it  stands  at  present  scema  to  be 
as  follows :  The  corporation  to  con-sist  of  ex-offl- 
cio  representatives  of  the  city  government,  the 
public  library,  the  athcnasum,  the  institute  of 
technology,  and  of  other  persons  without  a  repro- 
sentative  character;  the  building  to  be  of  motler- 
ate  dimensions,  but  so  constructed  as  to  be  capa- 
ble of  successive  extensions,  in  accordance  with 
the  expected  growth  of  the  museum.    Part  of  the 
building  will  be  occupied  by  a  collection  of  plas- 
ter casts  from  the  antique ;  another  as  a  central 
repository  for  all  collections  of  art  treasures  in 
possession  of  public  and  private  institutions  and 
individuals  in  Boston  and  vicinity  that  the  own- 
ers may  be  disposed  to  exhibit  publicly  in  the 
museum.    In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  obtain,  be- 
fore many  years,  a  respectable  exhibition  of  pic- 
tures, statues  and  casts,  which  will  ser\e  as  a 
gallery  of  amusement  and  ctlucjition  in  art  to  the 
people  at  large,  as  well  as  to  young  men  and  wo- 
men who  are  studying  to  be  artists,  or,  what  we 
'  need  quite  as  much  in  New  England,  gocxl  aru- 
sans  in  mechanic  employments.    The  plan  is  an 
admirable  one,  and  we  sec  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  carried  out.    With  this  institution 
for  all  who  can  see,  and  Dr.  Howe's  noble  college 
Tor  the  blind,  Boston  and  all  New  En  gland  would 
be  well  equipped  for  the  service  of  the  rising  gen- 
eration.  


Q\.  i.i'^y 


(HE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


IIOW  »«ok«  u»M  BowBlil— Mom«!   Account   of 
the  WorkluBS  ofthc  IiiHtltutiou. 

liiEttn'Trn  rnn  the  boston  post.! 

it  Id  a  ccairaoii   thing  la  public  lil)rario8  to  baro  a 
"  liioposltion  Lotik  "  in  which  frequenters  wishing  » 
book  tlio  library  does  not  poBeoss,  may  mako  a  flug- 
gOBtlon,  which  In  dao  time  Is  voted  upon  by  a  commit- 
too  after  c.  oftroful  boi  uUny  of  Iho  state  of  tho  troaaury, 
and  long  aftlr  the  necil  la  gono  by  tho  applicant  may 
find,  if  ho  ch*MC8  to  inquire,  that  it  has  boon  bought  or 
not,  as  the  carfo  may  bo.    They  try  to  do  things  moro 
liberally— thankis  to  Ujo  City  ('ounoil,whlch  j^antamoa* 
of  tho  money — and  moro  promptly  at  tl»o  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  it  may  interest  soJio  of  our  readers  to 
know  tho  uniouut  of  work  entailed  upon  the  library  by 
a  request  which  it  may  take  a  reader  half  a  minute  io 
mako,     and    in    making    rucIi    roquost    tlio    reader 
may    feel    tliat    whether    it   bo   for   a   work  worth 
much   or   little,  any  reasonable   desire   will  bo   met 
at  once,   so   far  as   issuing  the  order   is  concomed, 
and   with    as    great  alacrity   aa  jiractioablo   on   the 
part    of   tho  a;?t)noio3  of    the  lil)rary    to    whom  tho 
order  may  go.  When  tlio  bi  t' ^y '  f  one  of  theao  recom- 
mondaliona  \s  tracc<l  from  tho  timo  it  is  handed  to  tho 
desk-attendant  until  tho  l;ouk  is  in  tho  kooping  of  the 
oeker,  there  ia  not  a  littlo  necessary  Interposition  of 
delay  and  lal>or,  which  needs  to  lie  comprehended 
beforo  It  is  known  what  reasonable  promptness  in  such 
matters  moans,    A  printed  Ibrm  is  fumisho<l  for  such 
use,  in  whieh   aro   spaces   designated  for  tho  title, 
author,  size,  dato  and  place  of  pui)lication— all  very 
necessary  to  bo  known  to  ensuro  tho  right   book's 
coming— and  usually  scarcely  Qllod  In  at  all  by  tho  ap- 
plicant, while  what  is  given  l.i  not  infrequently  very 
erroneously  or  vaguely  expressed.    It  is  not  of  course 
to  be  oxpectod  that  an  ordinary  user  of  books  will  un- 
derstand tho  necoi58ity  of  all  this  information ;  nor 
indeed  that  ho  will  comprehend  the  labor— which  i« 
groat— nor  the  perplexity— which  !.■?  sore— entailed  on 
tho  library  officials.    Somebody  will  ask,  for  instanoo, 
for  a  "  Handbook  of  Metallurgy,"  wltliout  any  other  In- 
formation.   Tlicro  aio  perhaps  eight  or  ten  such  books 
publlsbod  in  Ent,lanil  or  America, but  there  is  nothing  to 
toll  whoso  Uandliook  is  meant.    Thoro  aro  perhapi  two 
or  three  already  in  tlio  library,  but  tho  rooommondor 
had  either  carcle.iL.<ly  examined  the  catalogues  or  had 
■pared  himself  tho  trouble.    Thoro  is  nothing  to  be 
done  but  to  sciid  him  word  that  tho  library  already 
possesses suoh  and  such  "Handbooks,"  and  that  there 
are  still  such  and  ."iuoh  others,  which  will  be  ordered 
Ifhe  will  kindly  dcsignato  tho  one  ho  wants.    It  then 
perhaps  dawns  upon  bin  mind  that  In  suoh  a  requesb 
ho  had  not  dono  a  very  wi:-o  tiling,  and  to  screens  hhn- 
Bolf  from  further  scrutiny  by  lottinir  tho  matter  drop, 
having  cost  a  certain  am^iunt  of  timo  and  labor  to  the 
library,  which  had  lioon  otherwise  directed  in  chan- 
nels of  good  t  J  a  ureator  number  ofpooplo. 

Thero  came  in  onoo  at  thia  library,  an  applloatlon 
for  a  book  called  "  Dano  S^ift,"  no  fUrlhcr  information 
being  given.    Was  it  a  life  of  St.  Patrick's  Dean,  or 
some  of  his  works,  of  each  of  which  the  library  already 
poMCsaod  an  ample  number  of  copies  I    It  was  proba- 
ble a  very  hasty  expression  of  a  very  confused  notion 
In  somebody's  head,  and  no  ono  would  probably  have 
wondered  so  much  a?  himself  at  tho  dulnoas  of  tho 
libraiy  officials  in  not  knowing  what  was  meant.    "Ho 
of  course  did  not   know,  but    it  was  their  buslnoM 
to  know."    Of  eourso    It    is,    and   so    tho  offlclali 
reason,    and   hours   are  spent  weekly  on  jus  t  inch 
onitcmas,    and    If   a    sglutlon    is    nt.1    reached    al- 
wnyn  Batiafactorv  to  tho  applicant,  it  la  bocauso  suoh 
offlclalB  can  neither  claim  tu  bo  omnl=olent  nor  prescient. 
Tbld  mornlnff,  porhap*.  a  dozen  or  twenty  of  those  slip! 
wf  recommendations  had  accumulated  at  tho  desk,  and 
thoy  are  sent  to  tho  catabigulng  department  to  be  ex* 
aminod.    They  aro  Qrst  g.mo  through  with  to   asoer 
tain  what  Is  really  meant  la  each  case,  and   this  In" 
volvaa  long  esamlaationa  in  various  past  and  ourront 
bibliographical  records,  of  which  the  aikers  In  molt 
cases  hate  no  cnnccptlon.    Authors'  names  aro  spelled 
wrong  or  written  Uloglbly,  and  must  bo  hunted  for 
under  ono  form  vt  another,  until  a  likely  solution  Ifl 
reached.    An  American  look  Is  given  as  published  in 
London  or  the  reverse.    .Most  aro  given  with  no  plMC 
of  publication.    Somo  with  no  author.    In  somo  cases 
no  such  book  has  ever  been  printed,  and  tho  appli- 
cant has  likely  enougli  mistaken  a  reference  to  a  maga- 
zine ari  icle  for  a  book,  or  tho  like.    Now  and  then  one 
wUl  prove  ottotly  unintoUigible.    In  this  osamina 
tlon,  a  memoranda  wlU  bo  made  on  the  slip  of  the  cost 
of  tho  book  If  It  can  bo  found. 


Tho  next  prooetj^  U  t  j  examine  the  cataiogntes  and 
seo  if  the  library  docs  nut  already  have  tho  books, 
which  Is  often  tho  case,  or  still  oftouer  it  has  so^e  oth- 
er edition  of  tho  book,  and  perhaps  a  la£er  ono  than 
tho  one  asked  for.     Those  fticta  Eure  noted  on  tho  slips. 
Then  the  file  of  wllps  thowlng  books  already  ordered 
is  examined  tu  sco  If  an  order  for  tho  t^mo  book  had 
not  already  gone  furwarl.     This  flict  is  noted,  with 
tho  dale  of  onlui  Ing,  on  the  proi>er  slip.    Tho  Blips  aro 
now  ready  fur  luljudic  ition,  and  aro  laid  boforo  the 
proper  ofiScer.    On  those  «lips  showing  that  tho  library 
already  has  tho  book  ho wrllos,  "notify";    or  In  case 
of  different  edUlons  ho  may  svrito,  *'  notify,  and  ask   if 
anything  further  is  wautod  ";  lu  roro  lustanoos  ho  may 
write,  fur  sufllclout  reasons,  "don't  order."     On  most 
ho  writes  "  order."    In  tho  utterly  unlntolilglblo  cases 
ho  may  write,  "ask  for  moro  explicit  request."     The 
irllps  are  now  scut  to  tho  ordering  clerk,  who   writes 
tho  notes  to  tho  applicants  in  accordanio  with    tho 
ponciilod  dlrecliuns.     In  tho  Civse  of  those   to  bo  or- 
dered, thoy  aro  now  usaortod  In  four  piles,  one  for  Bos- 
ton, ono  for  London,  ono  for  Paris,  ono  for  Lolpsio,  and 
occasionally  thoro  may  bo  an  Italian  order  for    Flor- 
ence, tho  library  havin;^  agents  la  all  theso  places.    A 
blip  is  now  mado  fur  oai  li  b  mk  to  be  ordered,   showing 
tho  namo  and  addn  aptilioant,  tho  author  and 

titlo  of  tho  book',  01  V,  liMuit  la  ordered  and    when. 
From  those  slips  catriutj  aro  mado  chronologically  In 
tho  Register  of  Rosjmmjadutl^nsj  aul  tho  four  orders 
aro  then  mado  out  on  a  printed  form,  when  tho  slips 
are  next  put  iu  their  proper  alphabetical  places  In  tho 
Qlo  of  "  liooks  ordered,"  as  a  safeguard  against  order- 
ing tho  same  book  a  second  timo.     The   written  order 
is  again  submitted  to  the  adjudioating  officer,  who  goel 
through  tho  list  again  for  any  now  suggestion  or  emen" 
dtttlou  that  may  occur  to  him,  for  there  Is  a  possibility 
that  some  of  tho  enigmas  may  appear  clear  on  a  re- 
consideration. Tho  orders  arc  now  signed,  a  preu  copy 
taken,  and  de°patchc<l  by  mail. 

Tho  order  in  tho  hands  of  tho  library  agents,    thoy 
proceed  to  gather  tho  books,   whieii,  In   tho  oaso  of 
those  In  print,  la  oomp  irati  vely  an  easy  matter!  but  it 
Involves  uut  a  Utile  eont.ipmdenc  J  on  their  part  to 
different  book  centres  to  find  such  as  aro  out  of  print 
and  Bcaroo  ;  and  uomctlmoa  tho  order  must  stand   for 
months  and  cvoii  yearn,  lofore  It  can  bo  filled.    Again, 
the  order   may  have  limited  tin  price,  and    a  copy 
within  that  limit  or  (;f  tho  required  oonditlon,   it  may 
bo,  cannot  bo  found  us  easily  us  ono  beyond  such  limit 
or  not  exactly  of  tho  proscribed   condition.     So,  prob- 
ably, thdbuuks  named  oti  tho  four  orders  d<jspatoUed 
to-day  will  come  to  tho  library  at  Intervals,  varying 
from  two  hours  to  many  months,  or  perhaps  not  at  all, 
and  In  their  place?  will  como  messages  stating  roasons 
why  they  cannot  tie  fuund,  or  that  no  such   book  wat> 
over  published— for  sometlmus  tho  agouts  aro  loft  tu 
tho  chance  of  solving  enigmas  that  tho  lilirary  ofDcialK 
cannot — and  the  applicants  rucoivo    this  information 
through  tho  mail. 

Tho  second  ur  third  fbrtal^tly  box  from  London, 
oftor  tho  transmission  of  the  onlor  lor  that  city,  tho 
books  named  in  It  will  begin  to  nrrivo,  and  outbmust 
bo  taken  that  thoy  are  for  the  lltirary,  in  order  t«  paaj 
them  without  duty  a*  tho  Custom  iluuso.  '1  hoy  roaoli 
tho  library  with  an  iivoicoaui  uo  eheokoa  ofl' on  i., 
OS  unpacked.  A  cc.tain  part  will  bo  loaud  to  be  now 
publications,  sent  un  tlio  itgout's  diwsrotlou  under  a 
general  order,  or  oontiuuatlons  of  scrloa,  sent  booausa 
tho  preceding  volume  j  had  bueu  sent.  Tho  rent  of  tho 
invoice  ought  to  hare  a  slip  corrcjponding  to  eaoh 
book,  and  to  be  lound  In  tb  >  tlio  of  "  tiookt  orUTod," 
whore  aro  kept  not  ualy  lU  m  ordered  ou  "  ruouni- 
mondatlon,"  Int  juiob  na  t'lo  Superiatondent  may 
have  i'poclfleaiiy  .r  lor*  !  i''*"  "Up  Is  taken  Trom 
the    file    and    imi*    iu  i-        nd    shows    why 

it  was  ordered,  mid  wdim    a-lioQ  needs  tu  bo  taken. 
The  Invoica  is  now  g  me  through  with,  tho  books  afl< 
signed,  l>y  noting  against  tho  title  on  tho  luvoioe 
the  hall  lu  which  it  is  to  he  pUocd,  and  tho  fund  to 
which  it  is  to  be  charii;ed.    A  blip  is  now  mado  out  witil 
a  brief  titlo  fbr  each  l»oi.k,  and  tho  fund  copied  on  this. 
Tho  slips  uro  then  sent  to  have  the  titlo  entered  ia 
tho  "  Aoccsslona  Catalogue, "  whoro  the  book  acfiuires 
an  accession  numl'cr,  which  eimga  to  It  ever  alter  and 
servos  as  Its  idcntUication.    Theso  numbers,  with  tho 
date,  are  put  on  the  slips  M  entered,  and^tbe  slips  are 
then  returned.    Meanwhile  each  volume  has  been  col- 
lated to  800  if  It  is  peiTeer,  and  imperfect  ouoi— not 
onfroquently  happoulng— thrown  out,  the  collator  at- 
taching hor  Initials  to  tho  book  in  a  given  plaoo. 
When  needed  the  leaves  aro  cut     An  imbosied  stamp 
is  now  put  on  the  titio  and  uu  tho  first  page  of  tho 
text  of  such  volume.    A  Ijook  plate  is  now  selected 
corresponding  to  tho  fund  on  the  acce^lon  slip,  and  in 
caio  of  donations  or  there  are  still  other 

book  plates,  and  ii  i    •     i  on  tho  inside  of  the 

front  cover,  and  priutod  abbreviated  regulation  on 
the  Inside  of  the  roar  cover.  The  accession  number  U 
copied  on  tho  bouk  piato  from  the  slip,  and  the  date 
entered  on  the  same.  The  accession  number  is  also 
copied  in  blue-lead,  together  nlth  the  fund  and  data 
on  the  reverse  of  the  title  page  fir  presorvatloO,  Jf,'ia 
rebinding  at  any  time,  the  t  overs  of  the  book* 

ibOUidhediscaidtd,  or  the      .  lost  by  service. 


The  t)Ook§  MO  next  sdnt  to  the  oMalogTiw  for  the 
Bates  or  I^owar  Hail,  ftocordlne  m  they  bad  boen  u- 
( igncd.  -Jbls  work  i3  dono  oq  cards  foi  ooaTentenoe  in 
alyhaijetieal  meerti-jn  in  the  main  manasoript  oata." 
iogoe.    The  main  entry  cnouo  card  Ciivos  tho  fall 
title  and  inipiint,  orwifchiittl©  conden|g|ttte  Other 
cards  are  fiUicl  out  [qt  tho  cross  relbroD^|^der  sub- 
Jeute.    'iimotlmea  a  volumfe  will  take  iivo  or  lix  oardo 
A  slip  is  also  m&do  with  aa  abridged  titla.  tii 
timeijgluiutvork,  and  at  other  times  teq 
ploxluijro?  'n  txit)  oaBO  of  books— porh^^ 
toaM       -       30  authors  have  to  bo  asoerta 
tl^'  "^  •  '■  cuuvej'  nil  lc«a  of  tUu  ttoopu  of  the  bo<jk, 
wbich  haa  to  be  mwro  or  less  examinod  before  deciding 
upon  tho  ^sosa  references.    Not  unlikely  the  needful 
inv3stlRt.tion  tooataloguo  intoUigently  a  8ia«l«  vol- 
ume u^y.  tako  hours. 

Tho  cards  and  slips  aro  now  put  in  tho  boik,  when 
it  goes  to  tho  reviser,  who  veriuos  the  catalo,^uer'fl 
work  and  makes  the  noedfal  chant^oa  that  cue  mind 
mayofton  make  in  chock  upon  anottior  in  suoh  critical 
work ;  and  in  onismatioal  cases  I\iithor  Invostigaiioa 
may  bo  mauo,  and  the  catalo^or's  reaulta  ooaflritod 
erchauged.    A  mark  is  pat  upon  Buch  elipa  as  are 
noed#)a  to  be  Copied  ior  printing  in  the  next  buUetin. 
The  book  with  its  cards  uud  Hllp  now  goes  to  the  oui- 
toaiae  ot  tho  nhelvee,  who  ussigus  it  to  Jts  pioper  place, 
marking  on  the  Blip  tho  Dirurea  which  doaignalo  that 
place  'tnd  nothig  when  noodod  tho  aflixine  of  ttcra  to 
tho  b-^k,att  Shewing  that  certain  formalities  aro  re- 
fluirea  to  tako  it  from  tlio  buUdin^ii'.    I'he  numbers  ar« 
pow  eoplod  from  tho  Blip  on  tbo  book  piate,  and  on 
each  of  tho  cards.    Tho  slip  as  now  uuod  in  entering  a 
hnof  title  in  tho  Hheif  lists  opposUo  tue  ooirosponding 
namber.  which  lists  aro  n  sort  of  stock-book  ot  the  U- 
brajy.  needed  in  conducting  tho  periodic  esaminatlon, 
and  l.„«tnntlv  .  ..fnrroa  to  in  a^.isnlng books  ^  pl^os. 
08  Showing  books  which  i>eioni;  to  the  f ^of ««;  *5^3 
in  oiroulation.    Tho  ellp  is  ibou  insertoa  .n  its  proper 
p.aoe  in  .he  dip  catalogue  to  be  ",lf  ^^^  P^'f  ^°f  *f^^ 
ioaeraluataiogueof  tho  library.    The  <^f '  «f«  ^^^ 
Srtaa  an  tholr  proper  ulniiabcUoai  luaooa  In  tho  m^ 
«rcard  catalogue.    Tho  boo*,  mounwhU.,  bw  gone 
to  Lto  its  sholf  hibel  attached  to  its  back,  mi  from 
tttfuwf  iH  i^irnina  fhe  booki  thus  prepKed  Wi»h 
labolB  the  dwr  boforo-including  m^ay  to  hare  labolB 
replaood-(tre  taken  to  their  asngned  piteeeonthe 
2ivci.    a  tho  Lower  Hall,  tbo  books  ««   o-;«°f 
first,  and  the  sholf  number  is  then  written  on  the  bao«. 
IXaa"InJlcator"  book  it  must  bo  arrauged  tliat  it 
gt^nii  DO  io6  jiA**  on  *'hat,  instmoiont. 

While  the  book  is  thus  goUints;  co  its  ttual  pi&ce,  th« 
original  erder-slips.  upon  whloh  the  sholf  numbare 
have  been  written  aro  used  in  writing  tho  notifloatloM 
to  bo  sent  to  such  persons  as  had  ruoommenaod  any 
of  them,  stating  that  tho  book  had  boon  received  and 
••  located  "  so  and  so,  and  would  bo  dctaiugd  Uvo  days, 
eubjecttothoprcsoniatiouof  their  "''^^^  ""^^/^^^J 
onaer  the  rules,  and  few  persons  of  th<>ao^l^«  ^"^ 
Jttch  notices  aro  awaio  of  the   meaudoring  proce^M 
that  orery  weU  regulated  Ubrary  amu  noediol  to  fol- 
low out  between  the  oruoring  and  taomal^mg   ready 
Ola  book  for  use.    A  smile  v-iuoie  c.uld  doubtleas 
^througatheso  stages  in  a  .hort  time,  bat  when 
Sere  are. ons  and  sometimes  hoadreds  to  i,e  puebed 
21^  at  tho  same  Um«.  it  can  bo  .o«n  that  the  a^ 
»ge.doteni='.uwiUbe=nuoh  le«  tnan  if  ooo  volume 
2oaldoeoomplcteiypu.ucd  tli-uugh  i>cf..e  anoth« 

^"rr^ork  IB  .ot  done  yet     ^-^P'  ^^^ 
i««d  in  entering  the  Utlea  in  the  manueeiipt  buUetln, 
^oh  -hows,  at  saur;  in^ervau,  the  '">oks  made  aooeiM 
Xle  to  the  public.    They  are  u.aiu  used  i" '^aWng 
Stl^r  canfof  smailei  .ue  .h..u  ^^  -^^''^ 
thi8  0»dislo8ertedialt.   .UMici-  alphabetical  ,laco 
m  Jbl^PubUe  Car<l  fatalugvio."  vauch  la  what  the 
^Jlio  ha^aecess  to  tor  making  knov.n  to  thcm.^.^ 
^::.  the  Bates  Ua^»y  ^^^^^f^"^ 
the  two  urge  printed  o^«.  J^rUrenoe 

betical  arrangement  Ul  m«^e  ^^^—  ^  ^^^^ 

tiuui  the  Mes  of  tho  printed  boiletW.  oaui  J^ 
^^  !.«.»    »,A«id»fl  It  Is  not  deemed  <^iraoiB 

noit  be  consulted  1  bowdefluwnu  ^  ^^^ 

toprtotln  tbwebuU«tia**receid  of6UftWl»'«M 

UieUbiary. 


SRairbman  ani  %t1ktki. 


BOSTON.  THUaSDAT.  APRIL  7,  187*. 


THE    PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

This  is  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  afeful  of 
the  public  uiititQtions  of  the  city,  conuining  \ht 
largest  coHeet^on  of  books  on  the  American  con- 
tinent, with  the  cxceplion  of  the  libraryof  Con-  * 
gresi.     On  each  side  of  the  front  door  is  a  tab- 
let,   which   bears   the   demo-^ratic   infcription. 
"THI^  LIBRARY  IS  OPES  TO  Ai  I.;"'  and  we  may 
add  that  it  is  open  daring  the  whole  of  the  year. 
The  seTenteenth  annual  report  (for  l«G'J)  states 
that  "there  is  reason  to  believe  that  no  public 
library  on  either  continent  is  open  so  many  days 
in  the  jear.  and  so  many  hours  in  the  week, 
with  su'  h  lar^e  powers  of  use  within  the  walls 
of  the  building  and  wi:h  so  few  restrictions  to 
borrowers."     This,  we  doubt  no',  is  true.     It 
it  a  pleMure  to  notice  the  crowds  of  even  chil- 
dren and  youth,  of  both  eexts,  white  and  black, 
who  throng  the  lower  hall  in  pursuit  of  books, 
though  the  pleasure  is  considerably  aoated  by 
the  coil sfq-ient  inconvenience  of  waiting  one's 
tiira  among  w  many  applicants.     We  do  not 
know  that  this  d.ffijulty  can  be  avoided,  but  we 
would  recommend  a  vigorous  attempt  in    that 
direction  to  the  trustees  of  the  Library.     Am- 
ple act'ommoilRMon  i«  needed   in  the  Icwer  hall 
for  Tisitors;  in  fact  the  Lbrary  has  already  out- 
grown »lif  building,  for  nearly  all  the  purposes 
forwhi  h  it  «as  erectcl.     What  will  be  done 
for  room  when  the  153,000  volume*  at  present 
in  the  Library  shali  have  swelled  to  400,000,  as 
u  expected  will  be  the  case  within  fifteen  years? 
It  is  plain  that  steps  i-haald  very  soon  be  taken 
for  an  enUrgement  of  the  present  building,  or 
the  erecrion  of  a  new  one  on  some  eligible  ?|K*t. 
It  is  not  M  pUn,  bat  quite  the  rever»«.  that  the 
public  either  ne*^  ^r  are  calling  for  the  opening 
rfth«Lil  A  few  persons,  who 

do  all  the  •«  .     i;..Qkisg  of  the  city,  we 

might  as  well  ..^  ^.  the  age,  and  whose  love  lUr 
the  people  and  hamia  pi^.ess  leaves  Christian- 
ity tu  io  the  rear,  are  v ocilerons  for  the  change. 


Tb^  have  ^valroasly  jnt  tl^maelTes  forward 
aa  the  champions  of  free  thought,  which  shall 
be  aniffokeii  by  the  impertiiMiice  of  a  weekly 
Sabbath.  Bat  we  have  yet  to  lean  that  tl^ 
people,  for  whose  nghta  and  enioyaent  they 
are  ao  clamorous,  are  themarivea  demroas  to 
have  the  revolution  acoomplidied.  The  merr^ 
ment  of  the  revolationists  is,  in  reality,  only  an 
entering  w^ge  in  a  cnuade  ag»nM  the  Chri*- 
tian  Sabbath.  The  City  Library  gives  them  a 
plausible  0(x;asion. 

The  124,000  volumes  in  B^es  Hall,  in  tlM 
second  story,  are  of  an  average  higho'  character 
than  tfaoK  in  the  lower  hall,  and  here,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  Mcommodations  for  viatort 
are  perhaps  all  that  are  necessary,  llie  ^sing 
generation"  prefer  the  first  ttory,  which  con- 
tains the  books  most  congenial  to  the  youthfol 
mind,  so  that  older  persons  find  the  upper  room 
much  more  agr^able.  Here  are  se%ts  and 
desks  famished  with  pens  and  ink,  where  (me 
may  read  and  copy  at  his  leisure.  The  Super- 
intendent, the  Librarian  and  assistants  are  attes. 
tive  to  the  wants  of  visitors;  the  latter  class  be- 
ine  always  bound  to  bring  with  them  a  little  rtock 
of  patience,  as  al^o  the  officials  must  feel  their 
need  of  some  of  the  same  grace.  All  cann:x  be 
served  at  once,  and  each  most  take  his  torn. 
We  advise  tlwse  persons  who  must  be  attended 
to  first,  not  to  visit  the  Library  till  it  is  opened 
on  Sunday. 

The  Periodical  Reading  Boom  is  a  valaable 
department  ol  the  Library.  It  cMitains  nearly 
300  periodicals,  chiefly  of  a  scientific  and  prt^e*. 

I  aonal  character.    These  are  not  to  be  taken  oat. 

'  The  permanent  fund  of  the  Library  amounts 
to  S*6  000,  which  sum  ought  to  be  largely 
increased.  The  Library  should  be  as  complete 
as  posnble  in  all  the  departments  of  seieaee, 
hteraiare,  art  and  tbeol(^,  fami»hing  the  am- 
idst Means  fc»-  research  in  anv  of  these  direc- 
^ms:  iMit  for  want  of  money,  rare  opportoni'ies 
(^  purchasing  specif  collections  oC  b(K}ks,  made 
with  great  care,  m#y  be  loet  forever. 

The  aggregate  circuLation  (A  hook*  for  1869 
was  21 H, 6  7  7.  It  is  to  be  rpgrened  that  so  laqge 
prt^wrtion  were  books  of  fiction.  From  the 
lower  hall  175.777  rolumes  were  taken;  horn 
Bates  Hall  only  42  ^>*5.  Th%-  applicants  f<cN- 
iMt  year  nambered  11.2o7,  of  wh(»i  €.017 
were  males,  5.250  female  P^sons  of  mercan- 
tile callings  drew  the  largest  naaber  of  b-^K^k*. 
and  ^  these,  clerks  st«od  far  in  the  advance. 
Among  the  applicants  were  1  oyst^-opeoer,  2 
vood-chopper5,  4  2  femato  s^ran^i,  6  «a*^r- 
vomen,  1 4  female  hair-dresstrs,  1 7  ^op  gMf , 
€8  seamstresiM,  149  femtW  tailorf,  59  BiUiDers, 
85  drtii  gialrtri,  67  saleswomen,  15  fem^e 
clerkf ,  md  1 1  female  bookkeepers.  Only  oee 
uodertaker  patronizt^  tim  Libcary. 


BOSTON  HERALD. 

'-^t 

wi!:i»Mii:8i»AT  9roniviivc},jui.Tu. 


The  Pwbllc  Library. 

Editor  of  the  Herald:  We  are  pleased  to  no- 
tice the  communication  of  "L.  II.  D.,"  in  regard 
to  tlie  Public  Library.  The  present  location  is 
far  preferable  to  the  proposed  site.  It  seems  a 
pity  to  destroy  so  beautiAil  a  buUding,  and  if  it 
is  too  small,  can  it  not  bo  enlarged?  be'-ides, 
the  time  Is  at  band  when  branchM  of  this  in- 
stitution will  be  established,  not  only  In  East 
Uoston,  but  in  Dorcliester,  Koxbury  and  Brook- 
line,  and  the  present  building  with  such  ad- 
dition as  may  bo  made  will  answer  all  the  pur- 


poses of  a  central  institution. 


W. 


1  ke  PoW»«  I-ibrary  Bulletta. 

„  «.tin  of  the  Public  Library  ja»t  JwueJJ 

^'  *  nlipril  conU..n.  much  matter  and  wi^tej 
,hedateofApri'-C  ^^^^     Met  of  th|. 

•'^'"'"''"StTalurof  book. pucert  m  the  Ubraryi 
1.  occupied  ^y»»  „j  Kebruaryof  thi  . 

Deccmuer,  law-  f "  „d  .n  all.  ruUowing, .»  a  lUt  ef 
••'"**::;^''r.he  T^rcouection  of  encravlags  which 
•''»'' '^^Tvlume.comDrWa.  over  5000  prints.  The 
i,  in  bouD.1  'o^»"f'-  ^  twelve  hundred  other  printe. 

BuUetlnMyBthe"^*"';^^  ^^^  f„„ed.  which  wUl  be 
pjore  than  «n«-^*"  ^'  pnicUcable  and  their  tu!es  lnwrted 

remarked  In  the  liuUetln^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^j^. 

..I„.tren«th  llesjnthemnan    ^^^^         '•t«"*"f 

Ineu  are  rather  '"'^'*^°"^.^,"  ,n„tic   arowth.    ta  develop- 

ment  ha^^"8  ^""^^'i^naVron  of  the  scliool  of  rtan  Miche  e 
l.i»  ot'i>""""'''7,;od  in  inUtn'ite  relations  with  two  oi  Its 
,„  K.mie,  he  •!"<^JVmU.ence  in  the  art  >  f  ei.aravina, 
,cUolarj,  ''JO  'ia^atia  ™i  d  he  doubtless  had  their  assu- 
jlercurl  a"^.  <£^^.{,o'„ce  he  could.  speoiJien*  of  their 
t»ucelnKatberliK.)ju^"cy  ^,j       ^  j^ave  ijlm  without 

art.  while  th.  y.  '"fV^t,i,>f  their  numerous  works.  Whe" 
?M  earliest  Iropro8*lon9  of  their  numer^^^  ,^  ,,^ 

ht^Ue.  «'  '^»Sn  iX^u"mruU«'.n.  thU  fact  wll! 
frame*.  i»  K"**"  '."„*,  HOiftn  In  the  preHcnt  l.at.  A  di»- 
'.ppcarmore  P'o^'lnf "' ^,ect  on  is  bevond  doubt  lU  por- 
"incUve  liaiure  "f  '"'^.^"f  !"' j  Meliaek,  Drevet,  Naii- 
Ut».  which  ate  t^io8tlvfiameu.i%u  ;^e„ted.    In  a 

jTill/aDdSehmidi  are  here  *tt^^^^     cataioffue  the  reat 

g,lU  "«>««?"|?'\,''"iam"d    and   bTifrauied.     The    earlier 
of  the  collecUon.    rami^   ^  >u  ^^^^  represented. 

Ital.anma.teT.will  not  be  ^Mln^  ^  ^.^^  ^^  ^,^  ^ 

mere  are  no  Mark  j^^H'^AeJ-.Vood-^  tht-re  are  be- 
Vmiles  o.  I'urer    O^  ;^e  latter  *  wooa  c  ^     ^^_^^^  ,^  ^^^ 

twecn  t^en'7A"p„„^aDorarle«  or  immediate  9ucc*a«i^. 
ornoiMi'K  f  ^l^'^.T u  ^ut^iahtlv  represented:  and  etch- 
l-he  fcnglli'h  »cho"'  »  °"' /'4a|vator  l{<j*a  s  and  a  few  of 
ingH,  besides  \y"'""\*  .''umenTa*  Tb«  modem  French 
Kcro..nnmt  «.  are  no^  S is  well  Wt  forth." 

^Tu /S  th'  tLre  baa  been  added  to  the  library  . 
,.l^ti*^  IW  yoWm.*  conuiulng  about  800  pamph  eU 
collection  ^10  but  with  some  In  the  Italian.  KnglUh. 
(n)o.Uy  f^'*""'  "";       relatlnB  to  a  great  variety  of  aub- 
and  German  1»''«^»«^>;  f^^**" Vn^  practice  of  medlctae. 
Srh:^''^.te^-VSranrplaced  u^     the 
^.Tv^Ind  although  it  has  not  beea  deemed  ^iviaable 
r  ;nt't^:u  «««.  in  .he  B-"e"n  «.e'r  con^nu^can  be 
.  JlrtMned  or  th*  volumea  consnlted  at  the  UbraiJ- 
Tn^Io.  and  Krap-books  have  been  prepared  fbr  the 
I^aul  °f  engmve^  portraits,  and  any  contrlbuUon 
mrklndwUirgTadly  accepted.    Ptrticular  attention 
wia  be  patrthe  fathering  of  lUteneases  of  Bostonlans. 


Hmm  MiRKIMC 

EDITION. 

BOSTON,  Jl  NK  iO,  1870. 


The  Public   L.ll»rary. 

When  onc-eiKhth  of  the  inhabitant«  of  the  city  proper 
have  entere.Uheir  names  for  taking  books   from  the   li 
brary,  it  is  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  proportion  of  our 
citiiens  who  avail  them!»elved  ol  the  privileges  ot  this 
in>litulion  is  large.    The  Uoanl  of  Trustees  recently  in- 
augurated a  i-ystem  of  delivery  whereby  all  delays  have 
been  grsatly  avoided.    The  api>licant  now  gives  his 
name  and  resi<lence,  in  signing  a  statement  that  he  is 
over  sixteen,  and  a  promise  to  obey  the  rules.    He  then 
is  asked  lor  the  name  of  any  citizen  whatever  whom  he 
may  chance  to  know,  and  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases 
the  person  designated  is  never  made  aware  of  this  use 
of  his  name.    The  great  practical  aid  afforded  by  this 
rule  to  the  administration  of  the  libran ,  lie*   in  the  as- 
sistance it  affords  in  tracing  the  whereabouts  of  delin 
<4uent8  who  have  changed  their  place  of  residence  with- 
out leaving  word  (as  is  required)  at  the  library.  The  mes 
senger  inquiring  lor  a  missing  book,  has  by  thi'^  mean.'* 
the  name  of  a  friend  of  the  delinquent,  whom  he  may 
I  ttn.l  and  troiu  whom  lie  can  learn  the  desirtil  a.ldress. 
Many  books  are  thus  recovered  which  would  otherwise 
be  lot:,  and  it  is  largely  owing  to  llus  precaution  that 
I  th«  losses  are  now  no  more  than  one  in  eight  or  ten 
thousand  volume!?  delivered.  Those  who  use  the  library 
for  th»-  flrtit  time  raunt  not  be  discouraged  if  it  should 
chance  to  happen  that  the  delay  in  getting  the  book  is 
j  seemingly  long.    «)I\en  puch  delay  is  avoided  by  the  ap 
plicant's  observing  the  calling  of   his  name  the  Jlrtl 
lime,  and  nut  waiting  for  a  repetition  of  it.    Still  it  hap- 
'  pens  that  the  bulk  of  tiie  books  delivered  in  a  day, 
(varying  accortling  ti  the  season— in  the  Lower  Hall— 
I  from  six  la  fourteen  hundrcil)  will  fall  within  three  or 
I  four  hours  of  the  eleven  hours  that  the  library  is  open. 
I  In  snch  hoars  of  high  pressure  the  same  rapidity  can- 
nut  be  maiutaiiicd;  but  by  a  constant  check  upon  the 
j  work,  the  omcers  of  the  libraiy  keep  the  delay,  on  the 
I  average,  between  four  and  six  minutes.    The  service  in 
TlHtes  Hall  is  necessarily  different,  but  the  average  time 
ol    waiting  cannot  vary  materially   from  that    in    the 
Lower  Hall.    Additional  labor  is  imposed  upon  the  ■»- 
sifctants  in  both  halls  by  the  frcpicnt  asking  lor  books 
by  their  lUles,  so  that  the  runner  is  delayed  in  the  cata- 
logue department  in  getting  the  shelf  numltei ,  and  thi? 
often  keeps  others  besides  the  applicant  waiting.    The 
whole  numl»rr  of  rolume*  now  in  the  library  is  Uiu..Vio. 
1  The  daily  t^gc  delivery   for  the  past  nine  months 

has  beeu  \>%^  .olumes,  against  77(»  last  year,  and  63i»  tho 
\oar  before  last.  Dnring  the  laf>t  nine  months  ov<  r 
<,,noo  people  haTe  registered  their  names  for  taking 
books  away  from  the  library,  in  addition  to  live  or  six 
hundred,  inhabitants  of  Dorchester,  who  have  been  ad 
I  ded  since  Jitnuary  1st,  lH7o.  The  nural>er  of  visitors  to 
the  periodical  roading-nnmi  now  averages  about  4,50o  a 
month. 


A  few  interesting  facts  in  regard  to  the  Public 
Library  will  be  found  in  our  local  coliuuus.  The  records  | 
of  that  institution  show  a  steady  increase  in  the  nnm- 
ber  of  people  who  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges,  as  I 
I  well  as  a  great  improvement  in  the  manner  of  its  ad 
ministration.    At  one  time  there  were   frequent  com- 
plaints regarding  the  long  and  tedious  delays  which 
I  applicants  lor  books  were  forced  to  un«lergo  before] 
1  ohtaining  them,  but  the  board  of  trustees  have  chanj 
all  this.    The  average  delay  in  both  upiter  and  lower  | 
halls  is  only  a  little  over  foor  minutes,  and  if  applicants 
1  would  strictly  follow    the   directions    given  them  fori 
taking  out  books,  even  this  delay  would  be  shortened. ! 
The  Public  Library  has  betn  one  of  the  coolest,  airiest  J 
and  most  comfortable  places  in  the  city  during  the  hot  j 
I  days  of  the  past  week,  and  its  readinif-rooms  have  been  | 
favorite  resorts. 


SUNDAY  HERALD. 


MTHDAT  M Onnilf «.  JTUIjY  »•. 


Thb  Bcbeme  for  building  an  immenae  pub- 
lic library    building   in   another  location, 
which  ha«  been  revived,    emanates    from 
those    who  always  want  to  be  doing  some 
"big  thing"    or  from    those    who  want  to 
hare  a  "job"  going  on.    The  present  build- 
ing cost  half  a  miUion  dollars.    Ita  location 
is  central  and  convenient,  and  its  room  will 
be  ample    if  the  library  is  managed  aa  it 
should  be.    The  city  has  been  greatly  en- 
larged since  the  library  was  founded,  and 
the  outlying  districts  of  South  Boston,  East 
Boston,  Roibury  and  Dorchester  cannot  be 
pro|ierly  accommodated  by  a  library  located 
at  any  point  in  the  central  part  of  the  city. 
The  tr«e  way    is  to  establish  branches  in 
these    districts,     where     may     be     kept 
copies     of     all      those     popular     books 
now  bought  in  duplicate.     In  this  way  the 
people  of  the   distant    wards    can  supply 
nine-tenths  of  their  wants  without  troubling 
the  central  library  at  all,  and  for  what  re- 
mains of  books  and  business  the  present 
b«iiding  will  be  large  enough.     The  ten- 
d«icy  in  managing  all  such  public  institu- 
tions is  to  narrow  the  aooomttodations  down 
to  •  certain  class.    The  reading  room  of  the 
PuMio  Library  has  long  been  chiefly  used— 
we  will  not  say  monopolized— by  a  set  of 
rusty  and  musty  book-worms  who  have  am- 
ple time  to  spend  there,  and  the  regulations 
for    using    papers,   magaxines,   etc.,   have 
gradually  been  modified  to  meet  the  wants 
of  this  class,    instead    of   accommodating 
those  who  can  run  in  for  an  hour,  or  even 
half  an  hour.     Remove  the  library  to  some 
more  secluded  place  M»d  Um  mui^y  book- 
worms would  have  it  all  to  themselvM,  Mid 
the  people  would  keep  away,  as  many  of 
them  do  now  because  of  Uie  restrictions  in 
force.    A  new  building  is  not  needed,  and 
the  city  is  getting  into  debt  rapidly  enough 
without  Incurring  the  expense  of  erecting 
it.    After  expending  a  million  dollars  we 
should  be  worse  off  than  we  are  now. 


THURSDAY,  JULY  21,  1870. 


REAL    ESTATE    MOVEMENTS 


Public  Libbary. 


Fkofobm)  Eemoval  of  thk 
Borne  or  the  city  ofticprs  have  lonnbeen  of  djilnlon  that 
the  present  hbrary  buildlnn  Is  Insufficient  for  the  usei. 
of  the  public,  tnd  «rom  time  to  time  h  ire  discussed  the 
subUct,  and  looked  after  a  new  location.    The  pressing 
dwd  earnest  presentation  by  the  Tiustee-.  ot  the  Public 
I  ihra-y,  In  llielr  last  report,  In  rejrard  to  the  Inoreaslnc 
and  immediate  wants  of  the  puollc,  have  made  it  abso- 
lutely  nece«!ary  to  take  the  matter  in  hand.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen,  through  the  Intervntion  of  a  wealthy 
citizen,  has  bonded  a  lot  otl.nd  on  Tremont  street, 
above  Dover,    on  the  iight  side  ol    the  street,    the 
iroperty  running  back  to  Warren  avenue.    It  belongs 
to  John  L.  Gardner,  the  owner    of   the    Clarendon 
Hou^e,  and  lays  between  the  Clarendon   House  and 
Hmllh's  organ  lactory  (Montjiomery  street,  comer  of 
Clarendon).     Anywhere  between    25,000   and   50,000 
square  eet  can  be  had,  and  the  price  at  which  it  Is 
bond,  d  is  «8  a  square  foot. 

The  Public  Library  land  on  Boylston  -treet,  includes 
23  400  square  feet,  and  with  the  building  oo8t»3J"),00}. 
Ibe  Hotel  p.  Iham,  adjicent  on  the  corner  of  Bovlston 
street, was  a  year  ago  a-si-eswd  at  f  100,000  for  the  building 
and  ^165,000  for  9730  feet  of  land,  equal  lo  816  plus  per 
loot.    Ofcourse  the  sale  value  Uf   al»vavs  In  excess  of 
the  assebse.i  value.    Th.- house  of  Mr  B.    P.  Kicliard- 
son,  tetween  the  Hotel  Pelham  and  tie  L  brary,  wa< 
asseFPedat^SOOOforthe  building  and  W 1. 000  tor  8410 
ftet  ot  land,  .Hjual  to  $12  a  f<iuaie  foot.    On  the  west 
side  of  the  library,  the  hou-e  of  Mr    J.  Hunting'on 
Wolcott  was  valued  a:  $20,000  lor  tbfl  building  and  at 
$47  000  for  6700  feet  of  land,  or  «7  a  loot.    From  the 
position  of  the  Puollc  Library,  there  Is  little  doubt  that 
it  wUl   bring    $12  to   $14    a  square  fool,  or  between 
$260,000  and  $325,000,  and   that  the  building  wUl  net 
enough  more    to  make  the  sum    up  to  something  like 
hall  a  million.    Before  a  new  building  can    beereci«<l, 
this  estimate  may  be  more  than  certldtd  by  the  nse  In 

property. 

The  delay  in  getting  books,  at  times.  Is  owing  largely 
to  thf  vtant  of  room,  and  the  trustees  rightly  say  that 
"it  Is  evident  that  readiness  of  acoets  is  an  impi)rtaut 
element  in  circulation  "  On  a  broader  ba^ls,  and  iu  a 
n.  w  and  more  central  location.lt  would  b  ; more  wid-lv 
T)atronlze<l.  The  nadinit  room,  too.  Is  too  s-naU  for 
l;os.e  who  throng  it?  seats.  The  proposition  tor  i  new 
edifice  will  probably  be  acted  apon  by  the  Board  ol  A  - 
d?.rnun  in  tfie  fall.  H  arv.roved  at  leait  two  year,  will 
b.'  conBum.'d  in  con.pie.lng  <»'e.«^\"<^.  •"'.>. ]'7  ^f^ 
time  the  library  will  b.'  exceedlnifly  cK)«ded.  both 
with  natrons  ai.d  books.  The  location  in  question  is 
tar  more  central  than  the  pr('«<-nt  one,  for  oef  re  the  an- 
n.  xftlion  of  Uoich.  ?t»-r.  Brooklli.e  street  was  about  the 
centre  ofour  city,  and  now  the  centre  »/ev«jf»«Jf' 
South.  The  growth  ol  population  on  the  Back  Biv 
will  aia  stiU  more  iu  centralizing  the  i.  larendon  Uouie 

'°Vt  seems,  however,  to  be  Imperatively  demanded, 
that  there  ftiall  be  branch  libraries  in  East  Boston, 
South  Boston,  the  upper  Hmhlaudx,  tnd  Dorchester 


45ast  Boston  ^bboratt 


§TON^MLYmERTlSER. 


menu  'o' 2r*«l  at  the  rate  of  »i  ""  Pt  f,,!-  each  eubHC- 


THE  I.IBRA**- 

w  t  in  dim  pr<«pe.tive.  but  ia  anctouded 
Not  IB  dim  pr    4.  .^  ^j.^^^.y  ,„ 

«.amy,  the  '''f"'=^,°'^^"„,»  decided  fact. 
Ea^B^-^^n^lM^:  been  placed   a,  1 

the  disposal  ui  committee  on 

tUe  books  are  -^^-^f;^/  ^nd  willing  to  1 

r:teTym^n  school  building  ha.  been 

T'ITa  t>  be  the  mast  eligible  sile,  and 
decided  to  be  ^^  ^^.^^„,, 

only  awaits  one  ^•»"'''  ^,^  the^ 

p  ^.nr  school    committee,      ii  "P"'  , 

1       Li  our  schools,  our  commiUee  wil 
cl«si..got  our  operations  wilUHt 

surrender  the  buiW>ng,     p      .^        .„  and 
once  be  commenced  to  alfcei ,  iu»p 

1    for    the    accommodation    of    tne 
anange    for  ^^"      ^^^  ealculalion,  three ' 

"^^•*?'  '^;r^tcet^.7  lor  the  comple- 
"^"' nrfbimdincMbelovering,  numl>er. 
tionofthe  buuuiu„,  h(x>ks,   the 

i„g,  .„d  -■-g-^yj.tf    s^'f  »-• 
-tloleTet:    wrXedLtimpre^up...., 

catalogues,  f  ic.,  gooner  ' 

the  minds  «t  --"X^t^ tl t  «m  a.e  1 
ihi-v  move  in  the  matter  lut;  o" 

action  in  the  matter. 


(gast  lostait  ^bbotate, 

EAST  BOSTON,  JUI^YV»J^ 


li.i 


'n^.v*3V 


TiiK  LiHHARY.— We    cannot    forbear   a 
rrciuoivUi^rence  to  tlu-   -,  nnd  ^projoct  ^ 
.or^;.^r^.b«uM,t   of  a   Ina-u'lv-riAnirv 
If^^iiH^  *P  fuvcnibly  i.v(')gr.-> 
'Hfw  that  the  feeling  --t  fu):  iv-t 
iu'>=.rt.l.  .1  project  is  universal  throughout 
thepla^e,  and   am   titi/on«  nef-'      '^     <'• 
know  >«hat  is   required    ot  them,  on    ihnr 
part,  to|»e  n-adv  and  willi^  t-  riv^^  their 
:iid  ai^  H^'ilstance.  ..^ 

It,   an|pndertaking   of  such  magnitude 
.Mitailini:  so  givat  an    expense,  thf 
.,,„,.    .nid   .  M-npcration    of  the   citwew*  i~ 
most  eanu-^i  1 V  to  be  de<*ired.     The  tri^e.- 
w.)uld   bi^^gratrHd  to  any  of  our  ci^ens 
wlH)  woi©  atVord  the  help  in  the  euterpinsr 
l,y  the  dKnntion  of  >M><.ks,  moneA"  or^tier 
a;^i>t;u,    ^      ichus    .»nght    to    »K«|x}ieCted 
from  them|^-^^  .,. 

We  jii^itliorizr.l  to  .ay  that  (V^ion-.  I 

"'  /.^threat  ;,i,i^^n.ri«'is  hc/lM^l'that 
'  .i^^'»;-     i,,-ni>iflauner,  their 


,lH.ljA,^,16|^iw' 
dei<p  and  ji^nnjr  i 


Do  iiot*t  u«  appeal  in  vhin. 


ic  --I  ill    he  prctjert. 


~  ItrUSMMeNTS  TUia  DA  T  AWD  WnSNISG 
BolTO-M.»u«.-Crai.>  BaHesaae  of  "Donauau. 

^V^^"«.  *   ro  -g  ABT  04LLBBT,121    TTOmoUt    UtTi-et- 

CHIU>8  A  Co.  S  A"  "     ^       .The  Emerald  Pool.- 
„o,TO.  ATB..-V-.  Beacon    .tre«t.-LxU.blUo. 
ralntlnrri^  rrom  «  A^M^^8P^^_________^ 

"Xbe  question  of  a  removal  of  the  Public 

Library  .8  one  involving  - -^^Vrfu"; 
tions  of  convenience  to  individuals  that  it  is 
Jo  be  hastily  decided.  Nor  is  it  by  any 
Lanstobesupposed,thatbecausethenewsUe 

BOW  suggested  has  some  claims  for  preference 
rrthfsUeinBoylstonstreet,it.8nece. 

sarilyto  be  chosen.     There  maybe  other 
sites  much   superior  *<>  that   now  proposed 
And  the  public  has  a  right  to  claim,  l^fore 
an  extensWe  building  is  erected,  that  what  i 
substantially  the  best  situation  possible  shall 

be  secured.  . 

We  propose   to  discuss,  at  another  time, 
the  advantages  to  be  expected  by  the  selec^ 
t.on  of  one  or  another   situation.     The  ade- 
quate   supply    of   branch    libraries,    abou 
■which  the  trustees  have  talked  so  long,  and 
hope,  v^ith  the  aid  of  the   city  government, 
to  do  something  soon,  will  hav«  its  influence 
in  the  determination  of  the  mere  question  of 
locality.     Quite  independently  of  that  ques- 
tion there  comes  up  a  preliminary  inqmry,  of 
importance  at  least  equal,-which  asks  what 
vol;  are  going  to  build  on  the  new  lot  when 
it  has   been   obtained.     It  is  no   answer  to 
this  question   to  say   that   we  are  going  to 
build  a  public  library.     The  experience   of 
the  costlv   building,  now   occupied  for  that 
object,  is'enough  to  show  that  the  name  of  a 
Library-building  maybe  given  to  a  combi- 
nation of  rooms  arranged  even  with  sedulous 
ignorance  of  the  purpose  to  be  served. 

The  first   requisite  of  a  public  library  is 
rapidity  of  ad  ministration, -and  it  is  a  mere 
question  of  mathematics  how  that  rapidity 
can   be   8ecared,-how  the  books  shal    be 
placed  so  that,  with  fewest  steps  and  least 
climbing,  the   attendants   may  obtain  them 
and  return  to  their  own  post  of  dutv  to  de- 
liver them.     So  simple  an  observation  never 
escaped   any  one  but  the  architects  to  this 
b«ilding,-who    seemed    to    have   engaged 
themselves  with  the  c  ther  problem  how  the 
attendants  could   be  caged,   and   how  the 
books  could   be   arranged    so   that  on   the 
average     the    maximum    numlier    of    steps 
should  be  taken  for  obtaining  and  delivering 
the  books  as  called  for.     To  attain  this  end 
the  stairwavs  from  gallery  to  gallery  are  dan- 
gero"9,    narrow    and   few,  the  galleries  are 
long    and     arranged   with    frequent   breaks 
where  people  cannot  pass   each  other,   and 
the  shape  of  the  building  re.iuircs  a  .lispo- 
sition  of  books  to  the  last  degree  inconve- 
nient. .  , 

Benjamin  Dolessert,  who  may  perhaps  be 
called   the   leading  authority  on  the  subject, 
points  out  the  simple  or  typical  arrangement 
of  a  Ubrary,  if  the  only  object  were  rapuhty 
of  administration.     It  is  clear  that  the  libra- 
rian would  be  in   the   centre,  and  the  books 
arranged    in   a  circle   around  him.     Other 
things  being    equal,  such    an    arrangement 
would   require   the  fewest   steps  f^r  a  g.ven 
number  of  books,  if  the  space  were  so  small 
that  alcoves   could   not  be  used.     Acring  on 
this  typical  idea,  Delessert  suggests  the  erec- 
tion of  libraries  with  alcoves  radiating  from  a 
centre,  in  which  centre   the   Ubrarians   shall 
be  placed.     On  this  idea  the  beautiful  library 
room  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society 
was  built  by  the   late  Mr.  Teftt;  and  on  the 
same   idea   the  library  buildings  of  Amherst 
ami  of  Williams    College.     In  complete  .hs- 
regard  of  it  the  hall  of  the  Public  Library  is 
made  nearly  twice  as  long  as  it  is  wide;  the 
attendants   are  shut  up  at  one  end,  railings 
are  arranged  and  arches  to  compel  them  to 
go  ircrtfla  rather  than  across;   and  stairways 
plac^at  rare  intervals— so  that  from  gallery 
to  gallery  ihe  communication  is  as  difficult  as 
is  well  possible. 


X 


The  next  requisite  of  a  library  is  light.  It 
seein 8  almost  of  course  to  say  this.  In  the  1 
Boylston-street  building  the  combinations  for 
keeping  it  from  the  alcoves  are  almost  sub- 
lime in  their  ingenuity.  No  windows  open 
directly  into  the  alcoves,  either  from  above 
or  on  the  sides.  Large  columns  projecting 
from  the  ends  of  the  alcoves  screen  them  as 
thoroughly  as  possible  from  the  light  that  en- 
ters at  the  ends  of  the  hall.  Dr.  Shurtleff 's 
friends  used  to  say  that  an  attendant  could 
find  a  book  in  the  dark,  thanks  to  his  deci- 
mal notation  of  shelves.  They  have  certainly 
had  sufficient  occasion  to  do  so  in  the  crypts 
of  Bales  Hall.  But  such  ingenuity  of  theirs 
ought  not  to  have  been  relied  upon  by  the 
architects. 

The  third  requisite  of  a  library  is  room  for 
the  work  of  administration.  Somewhere  in  a 
library  like  ours  there  must  be  room  to  re- 
ceive large  invoices  of  books  daily,  to  cata- 
logue them,  perhaps  cover  them  or  bind 
them;  and  this  without  interference  with 
readers  and  the  attendance  on  them.  It  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  in  the  Boylston- 
street  building  there  is  no  proper  place  for 
any  of  these  services.  It  seems  to  have  been 
built  merely  for  an  architectural  display  in 
Bates  Hall,  in  which,  after  all,  it  is  not  very 
successful.  Now,  before  much  is  done  about 
a  new  library,  it  becomes  the  trustees  to  di- 
gest the  plan  of  what  they  want  built.  Let 
us  have  no  more  libraries  m  long  halls.  Let 
us  have  no  more  caginj  up  of  attendants. 
Let  us  have  no  more  dark  alcoves.  Let  us 
have  light  above,  light  all  round,  light 
everywhere. 

The  city  government  needs  not  be  informed 
that,  nghtly  or  wrongly,  the  suggestion  of  a 
new  building  makes  everybody  suspect  a  job. 
For  many  years,  justly  or  unjustly,  our  city 
government  has  been  suspected  of  undue 
bias  towards  costly  architecture.  If  it  goes 
on  with  this  plan  for  a  new  library  let  it 
begin  by  getting  suitable  designs,  if  necessa- 
ry by  public  competition.  Do  not  let  us 
have  the  infliction  which  the  country  suffered 
when  the  chairman  of  a  Congressional  com- 
mittee designed  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Do  not  let  us  have  any  non-professional 
amateur  inflict  a  defective  library  building 
on  the  next  two  generations.  Do  not  let  us 
have  a  lot  of  land  bought, — and  then  a  poor 
building  built  and  justified  because  it  fits  the 
hall.  The  trustees  know  what  they  want. 
Let  them  make  their  want  known,  and  when 
a  plan  is  produced  which  will  meet  that 
want,  let  a  proper  site  of  land  be  obtained 
for  the  erection  of  an   adequate  and  con- 


€u$t  ^0st0a  ^bfaocate. 


T.  A.  HUTCniKS,  Editoe. 


EAST  BOSTON,  AUGUST  13,   1870. 


RATES  OF   A1>VKKTISI3I«. 

Thahsient  Advkrtihk.mksts— thntiii,  all  advertlse- 
mcnU  for -which  there  U  not  a  «i)eeia»  agreement  miidc, 
will  he  changed  at  the  rnle  of  $1  0<)  per  (.quwrc  for  the 
first  insertion,  and  25  cent*  per  nqiiare  fur  «Ach  subsc- 
queiit  insertion,  except  ppecial  notioen  und  reading  mat- 
ter notlceB,  which  are  (fiven  below. 

^9"  Special  Brrani?oni''nt«  can  he  made  at  the  office  for 
advcrtlsementH  for  u  longer  period. 

ja^  Special  notices  12  cent*  a  line  eael  insertion. 

t^  All  notices  In  reading  niiiJter  2tt  cenU  a  tine. 

t^  Transient  advertisemonti*  nuist  be  paid  on  presen- 
tation of  the  paper  eont«iiiin«  the  same.  ^LttleincuU  on 
regular  advertising  quarterly. 

«t-  Advertislnjt  must  hv  ;.<nt  In  as  e»rly  as  Tliursday  j 
to  Insure  insertion. 


THE  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

The  Common  Council,  at  a  spcfial  meet- 
ing on  Thursday  evcninic,  pa.>st'd  an  order 
••  Granting  the  use  of  tho  Fccond  story  of 
the  Lyman  SchoolhotiHc  to  \hv  Tni^teos  of 
the  Public  Library,  for  tho  i»nri)osc  of  es- 
tablishing a  library  in  WanI  I,  and  to  fit  up 
the  room,  at  a  cost  not  «'Xc<HMrnifr  ^•2(>(Hi/' 

The  location  i.s  thus  settled,  and  nothing 
remains  but  to  arrange,  < ovt  r.  and  <ata- 
logue  tho  books,  after  the  shelves  i\u\  he 
arranged.  Tlic  latter  part  ot  Novemlier, 
or  the  early  part  of  Deeemher  will  uinlouht- 
edly  find  us  with  a  good  Public  Libraiy  of  | 
5(XK)  volumes.  All  l)<»oks  of  a  good,  read- 
able characterv.whif  h.  havrtrg  l¥«eii  n-ad, 
are  of  no  further  use  at  bfiflilc,  would  be 
thankfully  received  towards  the  eoUettion. 
They  may  be  loft  at  this  ..mce. 


€asl  ^0slon  |,bfa0dtt£. 


T.  A.  HUTCHIXfl,  Editor. 


EAST  BOSTON,  SEl'T.   17,    1870. 


THK  PrBI.IC  L.inRAKY. 

The  •*  battle  goes  bravely  on,"  and,  while 
the  carpenters  are  busily  trans 
school-room  to  the  convenient 
(lious  lihrary-ro(mi,  the  busy  fln; 
young  ladies  are  rapidly  bringin 
Gi'  chaos  among  the  host  ol  books  preparinj^ 
for  our  "  Brunch."  The  covering  and  cat- 
aloguing is  going  forward  \evy  rapidly  un- 
der the  efficient  superintendence  of  Justin 
Win.cor,  Esq.,  who  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  work. 

The  following  arc  the  regulations  in  re- 
gard to  the  drawing  of  books,  which  is 
printed  upon  the  cover  of  each : 

EAST  B08T0IM   BRANCH. 

BOSTON   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

One  volume  at  a  time  can  be  had  in  home 
use  from  this  bi'anch,  and  one  from  the 
Bates  Hall  of  the  main  library  ;  and  this  vf»l- 
ume  must  always  be  returned  at  this  brani^h, 
accompanied  by  the  applicant^p  library  card, 
within  such  hours  as  the  rines  prescribe. 
No  book  can  be  taken  from  the  Lower  Hall 
of  the  main  librar}'.  while  the  applicant  has 
one  from  this  branch. 

Books  can  be  kept  out  14  days,  but  may 
be  renewed  within  that  time,  by  presenting 
a  new  slip  with  the  curd;  after  14  d;iys  a 
fine  of  two  cents  for  each  <lay  is  incurred, 
and  after  21  days  the  book  will  be  sent  lor 
at  the  borrower's  cost,  who  cannot  take  an- 
other book  until  all  charges  are  paid. 

Book."  must  not  be  lent  out  of  the  house- 
hold of  the  borrower,  nor  be  kept  by  trans- 
fers in  one  household  more  than  one  month, 
and  must  remain  in  the  Library  one  week 
before  drawn  again  in  the  same  household. 

Borrowers  finding  this  l)ook  mutilated  or 
unwaiTantably  defaced,  are  expected  to  re- 
port it ;  and  also  any  undue  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  books. 

A  very  excellent  arrangenitnt  will  bo 
made  for  the  delivery  of  books  frftn  the 
Bates  Hall  of  the  main  library.  By  desig- 
nating the  book  desired,  previous  to  a  (!er- 
ttin  hour  of  the  loi'enoon,  the  book  will  be 
delivered  from  the  Branch  after  a  specified 
hour  in  the  afternoon. 

It  is  determined  to  make  the  East  Boston 
Branch  of  the  LibraVy  a  success,  and  we 
know  our  citizens  will  be  most  gratified  to 
see  its  opening. 

The  following  is  a  rough  plan  showing 
the  location  of  the  rooms  devoted  to  the 
uses  of  the  librarv,  which  are  on  the  se(  ond 
door  of  the  old  Lyman  Scliool  Building. 


Keadtng-Ilouni. 

hi 

n       tf 

Delivery  Room. 

Count  IT.        1 

1 

Library  Room. 

The  small  room  to  the  right  of  the  en- 
trance will  be  tor  the  use  of  the  librarian, 
ooening  into  ihe  large  library-room,  which 
in  turn  opens  upon  a  delivery  counter  in  the 
dclivciy  and  waiting-room,  while  the  read- 
ing-room is  upon  the  extreme  left,  ninning 
the  entire  lenjrth  of  the  building,  facing  j 
Wesley  St.  While  no  time  can  be  (h-finitely 
fixed  for  the  opening,  it  is  c<infid«*ntly  ex- 
pected to  hv  nady  by  January  1,  1H71,  the 
greatest  (l<lay  being  anticipated  in  the 
printing  of  the  catalogue,  which,  we  trust, 
|Bro.    Mudge   will  endeavor  to  hasten   a.s 

luch  as  p<>ssil)le. 


ume  four    hundred     and    forty-nine 


^JJ^jn^XAmT-TTie  Mthoriae.  dl  'Ae  Public 
Ut^ry  of  the  cfty  of  Bostcn  h.Te  just  l«ued  a  cftw 
Scn^of  U>eperiodlc*l«  andbooksof  reference  In  the 
•^;.g  rooTot  Ihe  Ubnirr.  It  All.  •  roT.l  ocUro 
^Zt  0.  31  p.K« ;  tnl  contains  the  title,  of  near!/ 
firfre  hundred  periodiol.  m  T^loo.  Uu^OMe..  and 
i^i  Of  rterence;  all  wbuA  may  be  treely  uaed  In  the 
room,  bj  any  well  behared  per»on.  irom  9  A.  M.  to  10 
p  M    throughoot  the  year. 

It  Is  a  most  Tiluable  pamphlet,  -which  erery  nmaw 
.bouldown;  and  wblch  can  be  had  for  the  no-lnal 
ptlce  ot  fiTe  oento  at  the  library  deak. 


PIBUC  LIBRARY. 

war  Map-   «««*!▼«*  from  Enrope  -  A«  lu- 
UrrstluB  Collection,  Etc.,  Etc.,  Etc. 

[BEPOBTED  FOE  THl  BOSTON   P09T.J 

T1..V  have  received  at  tnJs'i^tltntlon.  from  their  ageuts  lu 
.raoD  I  elS"  ai.a  P"Ib.  a  very  considerable  coUectlou  of 
t^rTaJVwch  have  been  publlaUedBlnce  the  commence- 

tntof^he  present  boalUlile..  The  earUer  French  one* 
Tw  an  are.  ZZei  atoost  wholly  to  the  Bhlne  regl««  and 
S  Pr^la-  and  Hackette*"  war-aUaa.  giving  plan,  ot  Berlin 
little  principal  German  cltlea.  omit  all  French  onea  but 
«La  ail  luc  III       K  .-rtier  German  ones  art  also  coo- 

ZtlX  cover  the  territory  .rom  Bern,  to  P-U^^helr 
pubilahera    t»'»rly  ^thought    that  tne   n^         Subaequenl 
Would  Uardly  "itch   the   Interior  of   »raut     ^^^^^^     ^^^ 
iwnes   have    «ol»owed    «p,e    ™"'-°  J^„,.-    the   latest    re- 
P.rls    "d    "•r'I™'«^nH    h"e   afso^i^J   several  exrel- 
tclveU.    J*'«  .^«J^Ah  Sea  and  Baltic  coast  In  anticipation 
lent  charts  of  the  NorU»  r>ta  »nu  "'!'"     ^      „  ,.,  avoided. 
o,"ho8tllltle.  lu  ^^•\Zl%%^ryy\^ly  ^^  Uie  Wra.-eye 
The  coUertlou  eiubraces  e^ary  ;»^*y;>  '"^ujenU  tbc  exieu-  i 
view  to  the  engineer  s^urvey^  u.th  Vrince  and  (Germany,  I 
8,ve  (JoTemment  ^fur^ef  *-?L  ^/t  ,  porilon  of  the  library's 
which  were  ?«'«?"•'''"  KCp'lar  of  «.e*e  map*  are 
S?sK"S>n^heradK  ST^.^'t  the  re.t  are  kept  in  the 
%nKe  Of  Paris  ha.  luterrji^ed  the  ««»^^^^^^^ 
celpt  01  French  b.^ks  "^  ItilT^erMoent  aUo.  to  some  de- 

grec  interruptatne  regular  VI  Brock  Uaus,  where   the 

tne  lait*r  p.ac.- lie  great  hou.e  01   o^^^^       ^^  dlwrgan- 

a((.ncj  work  o 'V'iU'"' t  L  \^eiks  for  the  German  armies. 

i/4-dbytbe  *''^^*[»J^»{,jrJp«ru  Belnwald,a  Germaoby 

The  well-known  bookseller  o«, J'*"*',p«Hf.  I»«b been ebUged la 

blrtb,  but  for  i:'^'^  >'''^  *  ^  ''/^.°ive^t^.tott?Mbra7^ 
flee  to(;enoa.buthlsrepiescntjailvei^te.j     ^^^       ^^^^^ 

"ftheiTiia"  be  temi>orarllyluterrni>Ud. 


WHAT    PBOPLB    BBAD. 

I     An  examinaUon  of  the  records  of  either  of  j 
our  great  circulating  libraries  reveals  some] 
rX  facts  regarding  the  relative  esteem  in 
Th^h  authors  are  held  by  the  average  reade. 
A  glance  over  that   kept  at  the  Mercantile 
Hbrary  in  Brooklyn,  for  the  year  1869    and  a 
fiw  ti^res  respecUng  this  year's  work   show 
hit  arpresent^.ty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  de- 
mand of  Brooklyn  readers  is   for  works  o 
fictufn.tho  raUo  being  somewhat  less  than  at] 
^e  Boston  Public  Library.      In  considering 
to^tt,  it  must  be  remembered  Uiat  novels 
'areLally  easily  read,   and  novel  readers, 
I  have  greaf  appetites-work,  of  fiction  circu- 
late ra^y.    This  library  is  also  yet  without 
a  complei  catalogue,   except  of  Ac 'on.    A 
U^  many  solid  works  are  referred  to  wtth- 
f„rbeing   Uken  fW>m  the  building    while 
Uie  persons  buy  books  of  permanent  value. 
P  bo^w  the  ephemeral.    J--"-;^^- 
Iprominently    among    those    ^P"''^'^'^'    ^"^ 
iLme  boys,  perhaps  some  girls  also,  read  two 
ro^reebooksinaday.     Thus  a  minority  of  I 
Ull  Uie  members  might  call  for  all  the  fiction 
Uven  at  sixty-eight  per  oentum. 

Among  the  juveniles.  Oliver  Optic's  books 
lead  off,  a  stock  of  eighty-eight  volumes  (in- 
cluding duplicates)  having  been. drawn  from 
two  thouwmd  and  forty-one  time,  m  1869. 
Not  Htrictly  juveniles,  though  da^^^  as  such, 
are  Miss  Alcott's  LiUU  Wamen^r^^  Old  tosh- 
i  ioned    Oirl,  which  are   favorites.     I^^t  year 
the  first  volume  of   LUOe    Women  was  m  use 
I  Uiree  hundred  and  sixty-three   Umes.  the  sec- 
ond   volume    two    hundred  and    ninety-four  | 
limes.    This  year  shows  an  increased  demand 
the  first  volume  having  been  out  four  hundred 
and  twenty-three  Umes,  and  the  second  vol- 
ume   four    hundred     and    forty^ninejimer 


Such  is  far  from  bemgasually  the  case,  for 
above  all  things  the  average  reader  desires  a 
new  book.    Thus  the  Old  Fashioned  O'lrl  has 
been  out  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  times 
during:  the  few  months  which  have  passed 
since  its  publication.      Aurora  Floyd^  which 
was  once  very  popular,  was  read  only  sixteen 
'times  in  1869,  while  Dead  Sea  Fruit  was  read 
forty-four    times.      But    Miss  Braddon    has 
greatly  declined   in  favor.    Of  her  <»mpeer, 
Mrs.  Wood,  the  same  may  be  said.    The  anther 
of  St.  Elino  always  finds  many  readers,  thanks 
to  the  war  of  the  dictionaries  which  has  result- 
ed in   so  wide  a  distribution  of  those  useful 
works  of  reference.    Miss  Muhlbaoh  has.  of 
course,  been  hugely  popular,  diough  the  num- 
ber of  her  readers  is  now  decreasing;  her  va- 
rious works  were  called  for  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one   time,  in  1869.    Of 
Mrs.  Craik's  works.  John  Halifax  was  in  u.e 
seventy-four  times,  while  the  ^oman'»  King- 
dom was  read  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
times,  having  been  in  circulatiou  only  a  part 
of  the  year.  Beckford  found  only  six  person,  to 
accompany  Vathek  to  the  Hall  of  Ebll.,  while 
one  thousand  and  sixty-four  were  Interested  in 
knowing    How   He  Won   Her,  and  what   be- 
came of    The  Missing  Bride  and    The  Lost 
Heiress,  and  all  the  other  unfortunates  con- 
jured into  being  by  Mrs.  Southworth'.  pen. 
Ruby's  Husbatui  was  last  year  a  public  favorite, 
and  Mrs.  Stowe's  Old  Town  Folks  stood  third 
or  fourth  on  the  list.      Mrs.  Whitney  is  gain- 
ing  increased   attention,   most  of  all  in  her 
latest  books.      Hitherto  has  been   read  two 
hundred  and  sixty  times  this  year,  Faith  Oart- 
ney's   Girlhood  fifty-six  times.      Dallas  Gal- 
braith  was  much  in   request  lart  year,   and 
continues  to   be   read   this  year,  though  by  a 
smaller  number.     For  1870,  rashti\»  the  pop- 
ular American  novel.      The  English  one  is 
ceitainly    Lothair,  though  Man   and    Wife, 
which  has  not  been  out  many  week,  has  been 
read   one    hundred  times.      The    Schonbery 
Cotta  Family  found  but  seven  reader,  in  1869. 
Auerbstch  was  well  received;   more  readers 
began  Villa  Eden  than  On  the  Heights,  but 
fewer  reached  the  wcond  volume.    The  books 
ot  E.  Marlitt   (Miss  E.  John)   have  met  with 
still  greater  favor. 

Of  the  standard  works  the  Arabian  Nights 
liail  attractions  for  only  twenty-eight  person. ; 
Munchausen  for  only  thirty-one  (but  he  has 
been  superseded)  ;  Jane  Eyre  held  her  own ; 
the  Dickens  favorite  was  Dai^  Copperfield, 
with  yiclMlas  Nickkby  next,  and  Dombey  and 
Son  following ;  Thackeray's  Vanity  Fair  con- 
tested  the   field   with  the  l>ook.  of  the  day ; 
Adum  Bede  led  George   Eliot',  list,  with  lio- 
uiola  only  a  step  behind ;  the   Beveries  of  a 
Bachelor  were  wanted  by  eleven  reader. ;  Hy- 
perion and  Kavanmgh  respectively  by  eight 
and   seven.     Of  graver  work.:   Motley  was 
Uie   famous  historian   lart  year,  but  I.  now 
closely  followed,  if  not  overtaken  by  Froade ; 
Taine,  among  travellers  and  descriptive  wri- 
ters, has  had  a  fair  .hare  of  attention,  though 
not  nearly  a.  much  a.  W.  H.  H.Murray; 
Ruskin  and  Mrs.  Jameson  are  authoritie.  on 
matters  of  art;  in  biogmphy,   Harriet  MarU- 
neau  was  the  leader  in  1869,  with  Mr..  Strick- 
land and  Crabbe  RoWnwn   following;   Mil- 
ler's Chips  from  a  German   Workshop  were 
picked  up  by  fifty-six  person.. 

It  is  seen  that  the  average  reader  likes  a 
novel,  and  that  he,  particuUriy  she.  like,  a 
novel  fresh  from  the  pres..  It  should  also  be 
noted  that  the  averaga  reader  doe.  not  always 
care  to  exerci*  his  own  jadgment.  but  like. 

lint 

vided  the  book  looks  interesting 


care  lo  exerei^i  mo  «"«   j""o ■ 

to  be  told  whal^  a  good  book,  and  when  toiu 
will  usually  tdBrtt  with  great  docility,  pro- 
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BOSTOX,  OCTOBER  23,  1870- 


Pnlilio  lilbrary. 

They  have  received  at  this  library  the  three  volumes 
of   the  ordnance  survey  of  Jwrusalew,  made  under 
I  orders  of  the  British  government,  containing  admirable 
map*  and  a  series  of  line  photographs  of  buildings  and 
scenery  about  the  Jerusalem  of  the  present  day.    The 
number  of  persons  applying  weekly  to  be  registered  for 
using  the  library,  is  now  about  200,  Including  usually 
about  Ave  from  Dorchester.    There  have  boon  about 
700  Dorchester  names  taken  since  the  flrst  of  last  Janu- 
ary, when  residents  of  the  XVIth  Ward  became  enti- 
tied  to  use  the  library.    The  total  number  of  signers 
since  September  Ist,  18<{7,  when  the  present  registration 
began,   is  '28,000.    When   the   new   branch   library  is 
opened  at  East  Boston,  applications  wOl  also  be  re- 
ceived there,  and  the  cards  given  on  such  application 
wdl  bo  good  for  drawing  books  from  either  the  Lower 
I  Hall  in  Boylston  street,  or  from  the  branch,  but  not 
from  the  two  at  the  same  time.   They  will  also  bo  hon 
ored  In  the  Bates  Hall. 


V«la«bl«    Gitt    to    the    Public    Idbvary^. 

Dr.  William  F.  Channing,  of  Providence,  and  Mrs.  M. 
C.  EutUs,  children  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Ellery 
Channmg,  have  given  to  the  Public  Library  a  very  val» 
nsMc  portion  of  theii  late  father's  library  consisting 
of  nearly  three  hundred  volumes  and  over  twenty-iwo 
hundred  pamphlets.    The  volumes  are  chiefly  thcolcHjl- 
I'  cal,  many  of  them  folios  and  quartos  in  line  bindings, 
and  principally  teleaed  by  £dward  Everett,  in  Europe, 
at  Dr.  Chanuing's  request.    The  pamphlets  are  a  very 
rich  collection  of  such  publications  of  Dr.  Channing's  | 
<iay,  «ftd  form  an  Impof-tant  addition  to  the  very  valu- 
able  collection  now  in  process  of  binding  and  catalogue- 
Ing  at  the  library.    This  collection,  now  one  of  the  most 
Taluable  in  the  country,  will  soon  become  practically 
the  most  «o,  when  the  present  labor  upon  them  has 
•cr*W  to  render  tRem  fully  available.    It  ta  extremely 
desirable  that  while  this  labor  is  going  on,  the  Library  I 
•bouJkl  be  able  to  complete  sets  and  series  as  far  as  pos- 
•ible,  and  it  is  to  be  hopoil  that  our  citizens  will  not  fail 
to  send  word  to  the  library  of  any  pamphlets  they  may  | 
wish  to  have  sent  lor,  out  of  any  fear  that  the  gift  will 
b«  too  trivial  to  be  of  value.    Bostonians  will  bo  glad 
to  have  preserved  In  this  library  so  appropriate  and] 
eonsidoiable  a  memorial  of  one  who  stands  so  pre-emi- 
sent  among  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  fame  of  | 
~  6jg^^i>«ratare,  eloqtience  and  humanity. 


In  Ihe  last  number  of  the  journal  of  the  Statistical  Society  there  is  an 
interesting  paper  by  Mr.  Axon  on  the  free  town  libraries  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  Continent.     Twenty-two  years  ago  it  was  reported  to  the  society 
bv   Mr     Edwards    that    the   free  libraries   of  this  country  were  few  in 
comparison  with  those   established  abroad— that   the  United   Kingdom 
had  only   29  libraries,   having  more  than    10,000  volumes,  while  1' ranee 
possessed  107,  Austria  41,  and  Switzerland   13.     Moreover,  of  these  29 
libraries,    some,    we   were   told,   had  doubtful  claims  to  be  considered 
as  public,  while  only  one  of  them,  the  Manchester  library,  founded  by 
•Chelharain  16C5,  was  absolutely  free  to  all  comers  without  influence  or 
formality.     Thanks  to  the  Public  Libraries  Act  of   1850,   Mr.  Axon   is 
able  to  give  a  far  more  favourable  report  than   his   predecessor.      1  he 
refeienceand  lending  library  established  in  Manchester  m    1852,  which 
contains  more  than  90,000  volumes,   has   proved  the   parent  of  similar 
institutions  in  most  of  the  great  centres  of  commerce.     The  Liverpool 
Free   Library,   with    its    noble   museum,  is,   as  it  deserves  to  be,   the 
inide  of  that  city;  and  it  is  worth  recording  as  a  proof  of  its  success 
that   in     1869,  1,063,558    volumes   were   issued    to    the    public,    while 
.upwards  of  2,000  persons  visited  the  reference  library  daily  during  the 
same    period.      In   Birmingham   the    reference   library  and   the  lending 
libraries  established  eight  years  since  already  contain  upwards  of  50,000 
volumes.      Moreover,    the    reference     library   possesses    a    numjer    of 
<^erv   valuable  works,   and    also    a  special  department,    well    known  as 
the  Shakspeare  Memorial  Library.     Scattered  over  the  country  there  are 
now  several  of  these  free  libraries  and  news-rooms  ;  but  the  careful  list 
prepared   for   the   Statistical   Society   shows  that   many  towns-such   as 
liriihton,  Southampton,  Cheltenham,  and  Scarborough  -are  still  destitute 
of  the  boon.     It  is  inevitable  that  at  libraries  visited  chiefly  by  men  and 
v\  omen  vv  hose  lile  is  one  of  daily  toil  the  preference  for  light  literature 
o\er  books  requiring  thought  should  be  very  considerable.     Rlr.  Anotis 
statistics  show  that  history,  theology,  and  works  of  science  are  held  in  slight 
estimation  uhen  compared  with  works  of   Action.     lor  instance,  m  the 
Liverpool  reference  library  last  year  17,000  works  on  theology,  morals, 
and   metaphysics  were    issued  to  readers,  while  the    demand  for  novels 
amounted   to  194,000   volumes.      Still  wider  is  the    discrepancy  at   the 
liveipool    lending  libraries,    whence  in    1869    nearly   325,000    volumes 
of    liuht    literature    were    issued,    while    during   the    same    period    less 
than    10,000  volumes  were  asked  for   under  the  headings   of  theology, 
morals,    and    metaphysics.      Poetry    and  the    drama  were   even    more 
neclected  than  theology,  the  number  of  volumes  lent  being  only  4,194. 
Similar   results    are   met  with    in    other  towns  where  free   libraries    are 
established.      It  may  be  observed,  too,  that  both  m    England  and  on 
the  Continent  works  of  positive  science  are  generally  more  read   thin 
works  of  philosophy  and  theology.      "  As  a  rule,    after    fiction   history 
is   chitfly  in   demand,  then  natural   science,  and  m  all  cases  works  ot 
a  theological   nature  are  little  sought  after;"    but   Mr.    Axon  warns  us 
from  making  too  hasty  a  deduction  from  this  fact,  observing  that  the 
enormous  amount  of  religious  literature  circulated  m  England  is  diffuse.l 
by  other  agencies. 


— Tprtal*  pprfHtns  wHh  a  tIpw  to  an  fnjdfictlon  i 
thp  SnprpmpCoort  agalnst-Punday  pvfninjr  Icctnrt^  In 
rtoflttta  Uiratr«,  conwUtM  the  ©Itr  HolicUor,  who  told 
them  that  ■•  law  existed  to  prevCT»t  that  practice  or 
that  forbado  the  npeulng  of  the  l*ublic  Wbrnry  on  the 
Sabbath.  Tben-forp  It  WW"  been  docldcd  aoi  %»  apply 
for  anjnlunction. 
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EDUCATIONAL     SUPPLEMENT. 


POPULAR  LIBRARIES. 


REVIKW  OF   THE    DISTRICT-SCHOOL    LIBRABY  SYSTEM— CATJSICS   OF   FAILCRK 
—NEW  PLAN    PROPOSED— ST.    LOOIS    PUBLIC-SCHOOL   LIBRART. 

By  THE  Hon.  Ira  Ditoll. 

rnnE  last  third  of  a  century  has  been  a  fruitful  season  for  the  es- 
X  tablishment  of  libraries  in  the  United  States.  The  great  Public 
LibAry  of  Boston,  the  Astor  Library  of  New  York,  and  many  others 
of  the  first  class,  hare  had  their  origin  and  growth  within  this  period ; 
while  hundreds  of  smaller  ones,  including  popular  and  scientific,  as 
well  as  college  and  professional  libraries,  have  been  founded  by  dona- 
tion, endowment,  or  local  enterprise,  and  are  exerting  a  wide  and 
healthful  influence  in  the  communities  where  they  exist. 

But  it  is  a  class  of  libraries,  very  different  and  distinct  from  the 
foregoin-,  to  which  I  wish  to  coll  particular  attention  in  this  article— 
a  class  auempted  to  be  established  simultaneously  in  every  part  of  a 
great  State  by  legislative  enactment. 

As  early  as  1835-'38,  the  State  of  Now  York  passed  laws  empow- 
ering (impliedly  requiring)  every  school  district  within  its  jurisdiction 
to  establish  by  taxation  a  Iree  library  for  the  use  of  schoolchildren 
and  adults,  and  made  liberal  appropriations  of  mcmey  to  help  defray 
their  expenses.     It  was  claimed  that  these  libraries  would  "  stimulate 
and  aid  the  larger  pupils;"  bring  "  within  the  reach  of  every  in- 
dividual and  family  a  well-selected  collection  of  English  and  American 
literature  ;  "  promote  the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  culture  of 
the  rising  generation ;  "  "  tend  to  occupy  the  minds  of  the  community, 
give  thorn  a  taste  for  books,  a  love  of  knowledge,  and  consequently 
an  interest  in  the  schools."     In  short,  they  wore  to  be  both  auxiliary 
and  supplemental  to  the  district  school,  and  constitute  the  "  crowning 
excellence  "  of  the  system  of  popular  education.     Mr.  Rice,  the  father 
of  the  school  law  of  Ohio,  said  of  this  system :  "  In  twenty  years,  if 
the  library  tax  be  continued,  the  people  of  Ohio  as  a  mass,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  predict,  will  become  the  most  intelligent  people  on  the  face  of 
the  globe ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  cost  nobody  would  feel."     Mr.  Everett 
said:  "  If  the  State  would  adopt  the  plan  of  advancing  to  each  town, 
for  a  school  librarv,  as  much  money  as  the  town  is  willing  to  raise  by 
itself  the  greatest  amount  of  good  will  be  effected  by  the  least  bur- 
den  on  the  State  treasury."     Dr.  Wayland  said  :  "  Our  system  of  gen- 
eral education  seems  to  render  some  provision  for  furnishing  abundant 
and  good  reading  an  imperative  duty.     To  teach  our  people  to  read  is 
to  accomplish  but  half  our  work,  or  rather  to  leave  our  work   unfin- 
ished precisely  at  the  point  where  what  we  have  done  may  prove  a 
curse  instead  of  a  blessing.     We  can  only  realize  the  benefits  of  our 
system  of  general  education  when  we  not  only  teach  the  people  to 
read,  but  also  provide  them  with  such  reading  as  shall  cultivate  the 
intellect  and  improve  the  heart.     When  this  shall  have  been  done  for 
our  whole  country,  a  population  will  rise  up  among  us  such  as  the 
world  has  never  yet  seen." 

Hundreds  of  pages  similar  to  the  foregoing  might  be  quoted  from 
the  advocates  of  the  district-library  system.     The  leading  educatora 
and  statesmen  throughout  the  land  became  enthusiastic  on  the  sub- 
ject.     They  took  success  for  granted,  and,  in  their  eulogies  upon  the 
enterprise,  dwelt  only  on  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  from  an 
efficient  general  system.     The  opponents  of  the  scheme  were  identical 
with  the  opponents  of  free  schools— they  objected  to  it  solely  on  ac- 
count of  the  expense.     Of  course,  the  friends  of  popular  education 
overpowered  such  objectors.     But  I  cannot  find  in  all  the  records  of 
the  early  discussions  of  this  subject  a  single  criticism  on  «he  fcasi- 
bility  of  the  plan  proposed.     No  a(<vocate  of  the  measure  seemed  to 
think  there  was  any  risk,  or  danger,  or  possibility,  of  failure.     No 
provisions  were  made  respecting  the  details  of  the  plan— no  one  sug- 
gested that  such  precautions  were  necessary— a  mere  legislative  act 
authorizing  each  school  district  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing books  was  deemed  a  sufficient  guaranty  of  success.     It  is 
wonderful  the  degree  of  credulity,  and  enthusiasm,  and  unanimity, 
that  prevailed  among  the  projectors  and  supporters  of  this  scheme. 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SCHOOL-LIBRAEY  SYSTEM, 

Since  the  statutory  provisions  of  the  several  States  differ  ma* 
terially  in  some  particulars,  I  shall  treat  each  State  separately. 

New  York.— Mr.  Abram  B.   Weaver,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  for  this  State,  in  his  report  to  the  Legislature,  February  20, 
1869,  says:  "An  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  April,  1836,  author- 
ized the  inhabitants  of  each  school  district  to  raise  a  tax  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars  the  first  year,  and  ten  in  any  subsequent  year,  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  a  district  library.     The  law  of  1838  pro- 
vided that  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  from  the  income  of 
the  United  States  Deposit  Fund  should  be  applied  annually  for  the 
same  purpose.     The  distribution  of  this  money  was  based  upon  the 
condition  then  regulating  the  distribution  of  other  school  moneys, 
that  there  should  be  raised  in  each  town  annually,  by  the  several 
boards  of  supervisors,  an  amount  equal  to  that  apportioned  by  the 
State.     This  plan  was  discontinued  by  the  act  of  1851.     Chapter  one 
hundro<l  and  ihiitv-ihree  of  the  laws  of  1843  provided  that,  whenever 
a  district  has  a  library  of  a  prescribed  number  of  volumes,  the  money 
may  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  maps,  globes,  and  other  scientific 
apparatus ;  and,  when  both  the.se  requirements  have  been  fulfilled,  it 
may,  with  the  consent  of  the  superintendent,  be  expended  for  teach- 
ers'  wages.     This  diversion  was  still  further  extended  by  act  of  1888, 
which  authorized  trustees  to  apply  the  library  money,  whenever  the 
amount  was  less  than  three  dollars  for  a  district,  to  payment  of  teach- 
ers' wages.     Un.ler  the  operation  of  these  statutes,  the  library  system 
was  organized  and  has  been  conducted  to  the  present  time." 

What  results  ought  we  to  expect  from  a  system  which  has  thua 
been  persevered  in,  fostered,  and  liberally  supported,  for  thirty-five 
years,  by  the  Empire  State  of  the  Union  ?  Let  official  document* 
give  the  answer.  "The  system,"  says  Mr.  Weaver,  "  seemed  to  have 
culminated  in  1853.     From  that  date  its  decline'has  been  uniform  and 

rapid. 

The  followiiig  itfttlstical  items  are  not  without  s^iiflcance : 


Whole  amount  expended  by  the  State,  to  1853  . 
u  »  "  "         1868 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  libraries,  in  1 853    . 
it  >i  •«  1868 

Decrease  of  volumes  .        .        .        • 


|1,26fl,f8S  9"? 

1,788,693  60 

.     1,604,210 
1,064,830 


639,380 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  expended  since  1858  ia 
over  half  a  million  of  dollars,  and,  during  the  same  period,  the  num. 
ber  of  volumes  has  dccrmted  more  than  half  a  million,  or  more  than 
one-third  of  the  greatest  number  ever  in  the  libraries. 

Further  evidence  might  aeem  to  be  unnecessary  with  regard  toth« 
condition  of  the  district  libraries  of  New  York  ;  but,  since  this  Slate 
was  the  first  to  adopt  the  svstem,  and  has  adhered  to  it  through  evil 
and  good  report  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  give  a  few  samples  of  the  evidence  furnished  to  the  superintendent, 
on  which  he  based  his  comments.  There  are  in  the  State  some  sixty 
counties,  for  which  commissioners  are  appointed,  whose  duty  it  ib  to 
report  to  the  Sute  superintendent  the  condition  of  the  Ubrwiea  M 
well  as  of  the  schools.  The  reports  given  below  are  not  telecied,  but 
taken  in  regular  order,  beginning  with  Albany  County,  the  countiM 
being  arranged  alphabetically : 

1.  -  The  libraries  in  some  of  the  '  .rgc  *i'««r<'t«  •I^l^fT^^SSfl" 
tinn;  but  those  in  the  rural  district.  ?'«  ™'*f  *Jlf  J"  ^t^Jr 
School-district  libraries  have  pu.sed  their  ^^y^^^^^'^^.^  oJ%,eh. 

2.  "  Most  of  the  districts  use  the  library  fno^^y j"  ^1'"^ "J  }!  "'  " 
ers'  wages  the  libraries  being  pretty  generally  neglected,  and  in  many 

instances  tiirown  aside."  ,    ,  *i,»ii.  fl«»  •  and   un- 

3.  "  School-district  libraries  seem  to  have  ^^'^  *I'/7„''^A*  .  '  "^ 
less  some  radical  change  can  be  etfccted,  it  «  useless  to  make  .rP«>- 

priations  to  continue  them."  ^   ,      trustees  hardly 

*     4.  "These  are  of  little  or  no  account,  some  of  the  truMce.   naruij 

knowing  whether  thev  have  one  or  not.  money  appro- 

5.  -  Onlv  seven  cfi^tricts  V^rAw^^A  ^^"k*  w'»>  tj         ^  7^  ^^\^^ 

priatcd  to  them  within  the  year,  «1»|«  *«/*",  LlTtv  "flaw." 
pavment  of  teachers'  wages-some  without  authority  oi  law. 


t 

I 


( 
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6.  "  There  seems  to  be  but  one  way  by  which  the  school-district 
libraries  can  be  saved  from  total  destruction,"  etc. 

7.  "  I  tliink  the  library  money  would  be  used  with  greater  profit  to 
districts,  if  it  wuh  expended  in  buyinjtr  books  for  indigent  children." 

8.  "In  regard  to  libraries,  I  can  but  repeat  my  views,  given  in  a 
former  report,  that,  in  a  large  majority  of  districts,  no  attention  what- 
ever is  paid  to  them.  The  interest  once  had  in  them  cannot  be  revived. 
The  time  of  their  usefulness  has  passed." 

9.  "  The  school-district  libraries  are  very  poorly  sustained." 

10.  "  A  few  of  these  libraries  are  very  valuable,  and  are  well  cared 
for.     That  libraries,  however,  as  a  whole,  are  at  a  discount,  is  evident." 

Precisely  the  same  strain  of  comment  runs  through  all  the  com- 
miBsioners'  reports. 

Ohio. — This  State  tried  to  improve  upon  the  New-York  plan  by 
establishing  town  instead  of  district  libraries.  But,  when  the  system 
had  been  thoroughly  tested  in  this  form  without  resulting  in  the  suc- 
cesB  which  was  anticipated,  an  act  was  passed  to  divide  the  town 
library  into  sub-district  libraries.  This  measure,  however,  not  only 
failed  to  revive  interest  in  the  subject,  but  hastened  the  loss  and  de- 
struction of  the  books  by  parcelling  out  each  town  collection  to  a 
dozen  or  more  irresponsible  parties,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
official  statements : 

Mr.  John  A.  Norris,  Commissioner  of  Common  Schools  for  this 
State,  in  his  report  for  1868,  says:  "  There  can  be  little  (piestion  that 
our  township  libraries  have  either  fulfilled  their  mission,  or  are  des- 
tined never  to  fill  it.  The  books  are  scattered  or  lost  in  large  num- 
bers. Those  that  are  gathered  into  the  township  central  libraries,  as 
required  by  the  amended  law  of  18G4,  are  read  by  few  or  none  but 
the  families  of  the  librarians  ;  and,  in  the  townships  where  the  re- 
quirements of  the  amended  law  have  not  been  complied  witli,  the 
books,  at  least  the  great  bulk  of  them,  are  hopelessly  scattered  or  de- 
stroyed." 


No.  of  volumes  in  libraries,  1867    . 
"  "  "  1868 

Decrease      .         .         .         , 

No.  of  volumes  in  libraries,  1869 

Decrease       .... 


310,328 
286,684 

23,644 
258,731 


Mr.  William  D.  Henkle,  commissioner  for  1809,  asks  the  "school 
examiners  "  for  the  respective  counties  to  report  the  "  condition  of 
school  libraries."  Reports  are  made  for  about  ninety  counties,  the 
counties  being  arranged  alphabetically.  I  give  in  order  the  responses 
of  the  examiners  for  the  first  ten  counties,  as  follows  : 

1.  "Bad." 

2.  "  In  most  of  our  townships  thoy  are  reported  as  things  that  were  • 
while  in  a  few  they  have  been  gathered  and  stowed  '  mid  tlie  old  lum- 
ber of  the  gallery,'  until,  in  the  dust  and  cobwebs  of  years,  the  place 
of  their  burial  is  almost  lost  or  forgotten." 

3.  "Of  no  consequence.  Books  scattered,  and  no  care  taken  of 
thorn." 

4.  "  As  P  general  thing,  reported  in  good  condition  ;  not  much  used  ; 
»  few  books  l)adly  worn." 

6.  "Bad." 


are 


5.  "  As  a  general  thing,  thoy  do  n.  t  amount  to  much,  and  the  books 
lost  or  destroyed,"  etc. 

7.  "  Not  good ;  few  libraries  ;  books  scattered,  but  little  used,  and 
less  cared  for."  ' 

8.  "  Libraries  are  in  a  scattered  condition." 

9.  "  Very  bad,  with  but  two  or  three  exceptions." 

10.  "  Generally  neglected.  Eeports  indicate  no  interest  in  them 
whatever." 

The  rest  of  the  responses  reiterate  the  same  story. 

Wisconsin.— The  law  passed  in  1848-'49  authorized  the  town 
superintendent  to  deduct  ten  per  cent,  of  the  money  apportioned  to  the 
town  from  the  income  of  the  school  fund,  and  apply  it  to  the  purchase 
of  books  for  district  libraries.  In  1861,  this  law  was  repealed,  and 
since  then  it  has  been  lawful  only  to  raise  a  district  tax  for  libraries. 
In  1868,  an  act  to  provide  for  establishing  town  libraries  was  passed. 
It  authorized  every  town  to  determine  by  vote  for  or  affaintt  a,  town 
library,  and  to  raise  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  in  any  one  year,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  same.  Nothing  has  yet  been  reported  concerning  the 
operation  of  this  new  law.  But  the  old  system  is  thus  briefly  dis- 
posed of  by  Superintendent  McMynn,  in  his  report  to  the  Legislature 
In  1867 : 

f  The  returns  show  that  the  present  library  system  is  a  failure,  so 
ftir  as  most  of  the  districts  of  the  State  are  concerned." 


Mr.  A.  J.  Craig,  successor  to  Mr.  McMynn,  does  not  oven  allude 
to  the  subject  in  his  report  for  1808,  nor  in  that  for  1860,  except  to 
give  some  tabular  statements  of  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  libraries, 
their  cash  value,  etc.,  from  which  I  gather  the  following  significant 
items ; 


No.  of  volumes  in  libraries,  1866, 
"  "  "  1867, 

Decrease, 

Cash  value  of  libraries,  1866, 

"  "         "  1867,    . 

Decrease,  ... 


26,667 
23,758 

2,909 

121,893 
19,563 

$2,330 


Michigan. — Here,  originally,  the  law  provided  for  town.ship  libra- 
ries ;  but  the  books,  instead  of  being  loaned  out  directly  to  individuals, 
were  to  be  allotted  in  just  proportion  to  the  directors  of  the  sub- 
districts,  and  by  them  distributed  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the 
school-children — that  is,  the  whole  collection  of  books  was  to  be  di- 
vided into  as  many  parcels  as  there  were  districts  in  the  town,  and  a 
parcel  was  to  go  to  each  district.  At  the  end  of  throe  months,  all  the 
books  were  to  be  returned  to  the  town  library  for  a  new  allotment ; 
and  thus,  every  three  months  perpetually,  a  return  and  redistribution 
were  to  be  made.  That  this  plan  failed  most  signally,  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at ;  but  the  wonder  is,  that  any  sane  person  should  ever 
dream  of  trying  to  put  in  practice  such  a  visionary  soheme.  It  has 
been  humorously  but  very  justly  called  the  "  itinerary  district-library 
system." 

The  dissatisfaction  with  the  township  system,  and  the  clamor  for 
district  libraries  pure  and  simple,  became  so  great  that  in  185'.>  an  act 
was  passed,  allowing  the  towns  by  popular  vote  to  change  to  the  dis- 
trict system.  About  three-fourths  of  the  towns  voted  to  change  ;  but 
no  good  came  of  it.  Those  who  favored  tlio  now  plan,  however,  main- 
tain that  its  failure  was  attributable  wholly  to  the  lack  of  suitable 
support.  The  revenue,  though  small,  was  certain  before  the  change 
— only  contingent  after.  The  old  law  set  aside  twenty-five  dollars  out 
of  the  ^100  millji  school  tax  for  libraries  in  each  town.  Under  the  now 
law,  all  moneys  received  from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  go  fur 
libraries,  and  also  such  other  sum  as  each  town  may  vote  out  of  the 
two-mills  tax. 

The  results  of  the  Michigan  system  are  easily  told.  Mr.  (>.  llos- 
ford,  State  Superintendent,  says,  in  his  report  for  1868  :  "The  district 
libraries  have  proved  a  failure.  The  reports  from  all  parts  of  the 
State  are,  that  no  dislriot  libraries  can  be  found,  except  those  belong- 
ing to  some  of  the  Union  Schools."  The  county  superintendents,  so 
far  as  they  mention  the  subject  at  all,  testify  to  the  same  effect.  I 
add  a  few  samples  of  tlicir  reports : 

1.  "  Libraries  are  a  failure  throughout  the  county." 

2.  "  The  condition  of  the  district  libraries  is  deplorable.  The  sys- 
tem, I  am  convinced,  is  devoid  of  vitality." 

.H.  "  Libraries  are  of  but  little  account." 

4.  "  Not  much  progress  can  be  reported  in  this  matter." 

5.  "  The  libraries  seem  to  have  fallen  into  general  neglect." 

Indiana. — This  State  adopted  the  township  system,  and  assessed 
a  general  tax  for  purchasing  books.  While  the  system  was  a  novelty, 
the  books  were  much  road  ;  but,  being,  like  the  other  schemes,  devoid 
of  vitality,  it  soon  fell  into  general  neglect,  and  became  unpopular. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  .S-hools, 
1866,  the  law  authorizing  the  levy  of  a  library  tax  was  rejK<aled.  Thus 
ended  the  Indiana  schemo,  which  had  been  lauded  as  the  greatest 
blessing  ever  vouchsafed  to  thi-  State. 

MAssACiiraETTS.— My  belief  is  that  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  New 
York  was  originally  adopted  in  this  State  (about  184n-.'46),  and  that 
it  soon  proved  unsatisfactory,  and  was  abandoned.  I  cannot  siwak 
positively  on  this  point,  however,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Boanl  of 
Education,  to  whom  I  applied  for  information,  did  not  respond  to  my 
request. 

The  following  law  respecting'  libraiio-,  p.isscd  in  IR.-.l  is  still  in 
force : 

"  Each  town  and  city  may  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library 
therein,  with  or  without  branches,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  under  such  regulations  as  mov  from 
time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  by  the  city 
council. 
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"  Any  town  or  city  may  appropriate  money  for  suitable  buildings  or 
rooms,  and  for  the  foundutlon  (jf  such  library,  a  aum  not  exceeding  one 
dollar  for  each  of  the  rntable  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in 
wiiich  Hueli  appropriation  is  made  ;  may  also  appropriate  annually,  for 
the  maiatonnnee  and  increase  thereof,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents 
for  each  of  its  ratable  polls,  in  the  j^ear  next  preceding  that  in  which 
such  appropriation  ia  made,  and  receive,  hold,  and  manage  any  devise, 
bequest,  or  donation  for  the  establishment,  increase,  or  maintenance  ot 
a  public  library  within  the  same." 

This  law  is  believed  to  be  the  wisest  that  has  yet  been  adopted  on 
the  subject,  and  under  its  operation  permanent  popular  libraries  have 
sprung  up  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to 
the  above  act  again. 

Connecticut. — The  law  adopted  in  1856  authorized  the  State  treas- 
urer to  pay  ten  dollars  to  every  school  district  which  should  raise  a 
like  sum  for  the  same  purpose,  to  establish  within  such  district  a 
school  library  and  procure  apparatus  ;  and  every  subsequent  year  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  was  to  be  paid  on  the  same  condition.*  The  Board 
of  Visitors  for  each  town  selected  the  books,  and  made  rules  for  their 
management  and  safe-keeping.  This  law  is  still  in  force,  and  is  gen- 
erally complied  with  ;  but  the  funds,  instead  of  being  used  to  build  up 
libraries  for  general  reading  (as  was  undoubtedly  intended),  are  up- 
plied  for  the  purchase  of  suitable  apparatus  and  reference-books  for 
use  in  the  school  room.  This  slight  diversion  has  saved  the  statutory 
provisions  from  that  contempt  into  which  they  have  fallen  in  other 
States. 

With  the  hope  of  building  up  an  efficient  system  of  libraries  for 
general  reading,  Connecticut  adopted,  in  1869,  the  Massachusetts  law 
in  substance.  f^ 

Pennsylvania,  ItLiNois,  Iowa,  Kansas,  and  California,  have  en- 
acted laws  on  the  subject ;  but  no  practical  results  are  reported. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  statements,  it  is  just  to  conclude,  not  that 
all  the  efforts  and  expenditures  that  have  been  made  have  been  wholly 
wasted — for  many  good  books  have  been  furnished  to  the  people,  and 
read  by  them,  and  the  reading  of  good  books  is  always  a  benefit-  but 
that,  in  regard  to  t^o  primary  object  of  those  effbrts  and  expenditures, 
namely,  the  founding  of  a  system  of  permanent  libraries,  the  attempts 
have  proved  total  and  unqiialified  failures. 

CAUSES  OF  FAILURE. 

From  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  impossible  to  establish 
thousands  of  libraries  on  a  firm  foundation  by  a  single  legislative  en- 
actment. The  Legislature,  we  know,  can  do  many  things.  It  can  make 
laws,  and  punish  law  breakers ;  it  can  establish  courts  of  justice, 
gather  taxes,  etc.,  because  in  such  matters  it  exercises  absolute  con- 
trol, appoints  its  own  agents,  prescribes  their  duties,  and  rewards 
their  services.  On  the  same  principle,  a  State  could  undoubtedly  at- 
tempt to  establish  a  system  of  libraries.  But  the  attempt  would  be 
80  absurd  as  to  cause  speedy  displacement  from  office  of  those  who 
might  make  it ;  hence  it  is  just  to  conclude  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  State  to  do  this  thing.  But  it  niajr  be  ^£cd.  Why  is  it  not  just 
as  easy  and  proper  for  the  State  to  direct  ancrtupervise  a  system  of 
libraries  as  a  system  of  schools  ?  This  is  just  the  point  that  needs 
explanation,  and  the  advocates  of  library  schemes  are  greatly  at  fault 
for  never  having  explained  it. 

Persons  not  yet  past  middle  age,  whose  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  educational  progress  of  the  country,  will  remember  what  ob- 
stacles and  difficulties,  what  delays  and  trials,  had  to  be  encountered, 
in  many  States,  before  the  present  efficient  system  of  education  could 
be  established.  And  yet,  how  simple  and  easy  the  undertaking,  com- 
pared with  that  of  establishing  a  system  of  libraries ! 

1.  The  district  school  is  as  old  as  our  government.  The  <li9trict- 
Bchool  library  which  was  inaugurated  by  the  New- York  Legislature  in 
1836  was  new  to  the  whole  world. 

2.  Even  during  the  early  period  of  our  government,  a  lai^e  por- 
tion of  our  people,  in  many  States  a  majority,  were  in  favor  of  free 
schools,  to  be  supported  by  taxation  ;  now,  an  immense  majority  in 
every  State  are  in  favor  of  such  schools.  But  there  is  no  evidence  of 
strong  public  sentiment  in  any  State  in  favor  of  supporting  free  libra- 
ries in  the  same  way. 

3.  The  school  district  is  the  primary  feature  of  our  form  of  govern- 
ment. From  the  beginning,  the  legal  voters  have  been  accustomed  to 
meet  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  transact  their  busine.«s  in  truly  demo- 
cratic style.     They  are,  and  always  have  been,  familiar  with  the  de- 


tails of  managing  schools.  But,  as  a  general  thing,  they  have  had  no 
experience,  and  consequently  have  gained  no  knowledge,  with  reference 
to  the  management  of  libraries. 

4.  The  whole  world  regards  schools  as  a  necessity.  There  is  no 
such  feeling  or  appreciation  with  regard  to  libraries.  Consequently 
the  people  will  readily  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  former,  when 
they  will  not  for  the  latter. 

5.  Everybody  understands,  in  reference  to  schools,  the  necessity 
of  having  a  school-house,  text-books,  furniture,  records,  rules,  and  a 
teacher.  But  the  projectors  of  our  library  schemes  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  provide  for  library-room,  bookcases,  furniture,  or  libra- 
rian. They  provided  for  hooks,  and  for  nothing  else.  What  chance 
of  success  had  the  library  compared  with  the  school  ? 

6.  School  property  is  less  liable  to  loss  or  destruction  than  library 
property.  The  school-house,  furniture,  and  the  teacher's  services,  are 
not  subject  to  much  risk  ;  but  a  collection  of  books  is — ten  thousand 
instances  attest  the  ease  with  which  they  disappear. 

From  the  above  brief  statement  of  the  nature  of  libraries,  and  the 
difficulties  of  managing  them,  it  is  easy  to  discern  the  causes  of  fail- 
ure in  the  schemes  hitherto  adopted  : 

1.  In  no  single  instance  was  the  law  well  matured ;  no  attention 
was  given  to  details ;  no  provision  was  made,  except  for  supplying 
books — none  for  rooms,  furniture,  bookcases,  custodian,  etc. 

b.  The  same  general  provisions  were  attempted  to  he  ap^ed  alike 
to  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  rural  districts  ;  while  it  is  plain  that  their 
respective  requirements  are  essentially  difierent.  Ohio,  having  refer- 
ence to  this  fact,  in  revising  her  library  law  recently,  divided  cities  into 
those  of  first  class,  second  class,  etc.,  and  made  special  provisions  for 
each  class. 

c.  In  part,  the  laws  were  compulsory,  and  in  part  advisory,  or  left 
to  the  option  of  the  district  or  town  to  fulfil  them.  In  so  far  as  they 
were  compulsory,  they  failed  to  furnish  sufficient  means  of  support ; 
and,  in  so  far  as  they  were  advisory,  they  failed  to  arouse  sufficient 
local  interest  to  render  them  effective. 

NEW  PLAN  PROPOSED. 

Notwithstanding  past  failures,  the  American  people  are  by  no 
means  disposed  to  give  up  the  problem  of  founding  libraries ;  they 
are  determined  to  establish  them  as  a  part  of  the  system  of  popular 
education,  to  be  easily  and  permanently  accessible  to  all  classes  of 
persons,  children,  and  youth,  as  well  as  adults.  The  first  step  in  the 
programme  is  to  devise  and  agree  upon  a  suitable  plan — a  plan  pos- 
sessing features  or  characteristics  clear  and  well  define<l,  and  of  gen- 
eral application ;  and  withal  one  that  will  meet  with  favor  among  the 
people,  and  hence  prove  practicable,  feasible,  successful.  Who  is 
equal  to  the  task  of  devising  and  defining  such  a  plan  ? 

The  writer  of  this  article  will  not  attempt  to  give  a  full  and  satis- 
factory solution  of  this  problem ;  but  he  ventures  certain  opinions 
and  suggestions  on  the  subject,  and  hopes  they  will  provoke  further 
consideration  on  the  part  of  educators  and  law-makers : 

1.  The  plan  must  provide  for  /wiy  instead  o(  free  libraries;  the 
latter  not  having  proved  successful  anywhere  in  this  country,  it  may 
be  taken  for  granted  that  they  are  not  yet  available. 

2.  Great  stress  should  be  placed  upon  Ufe-meinhfrahip,  the  sub- 
scription price  for  which  should  be  made  v'cry  low,  and  payable  in 
small  instalments  when  desired,  so  as  to  be  within  the  means  of  aU 
classes  of  persons  who  may  wi.*h  to  use  the  books.  Let  the  life-mem- 
bers, above  a  certain  age,  have  the  management  of  the  library ;  they 
will  form  a  perpetual  association,  which  will  care  for  its  interests. 

3.  Let  the  library  be  formed  for  children  and  youth  as  well  as  for 
adult<<,  and  let  the  terms  be  precisely  the  same  for  all. 

4.  The  juvenile  and  all  other  books  should  be  selected  with  gr^t 
care,  and  with  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  members.  But  every  as- 
sociation must  do  this  work  for  itself  Doubtless  in  many  libraries 
already  formed,  and  in  many  that  will  be  formed  hereafu-r,  mistakes 
will  be  made  in  this  matter.  But  it  is  through  misUkes  that  the 
American  people  are  expected  to  educate  themselves — to  learn  wisdom  ; 
and  the  same  rule  which  applies  in  matters  of  politics  must  apply  in 
this  case. 

5.  Woman  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  aid  in  the  formation  and  man- 
agement of  libraries  ;  therefore  let  her  be  placed  on  equal  footing 
with  men  in  respect  to  membership  and  direction  of  affairs. 

6.  Let  the  library  be  inalienably  connected  with  the  public  schoolf 
by  having  one  or  more  of  the  local  school-officers  on  the  board  of 
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managers,  Tliis  connection  will  be  of  great  service.  The  public 
schools  are  the  most  popular  institution  in  our  country,  and  they  arc 
becoming  still  more  popular  every  year.  They  can  carry  a  library 
with  very  little  effort.  Pupils  and  patrons  are  certain  to  sympathize 
with  the  movement,  and,  through  the  agency  of  the  teachers,  their 
combined  influence  can  easily  be  concentrated  and  made  available. 
In  practice  it  will  be  found  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  new  mem- 
bers will  be  recruits  from  the  youth  in  the  schools  and  those  having 
just  left.  This  will  tend  to  make  the  juvenile  department  prominent 
for  a  short  time ;  but,  since  the  library  is  built  for  the  future— for  fu- 
ture  generations— it  is  plain  to  see  that,  after  a  few  years,  the  adult 
membership  will  largely  predominate. 

The  main  reason  for  connecting  the  library  with  the  schools  is  to 
make  it,  in  a  special  sense,  educational  in  character.  Mere  text-book 
education  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  rising  generation. 
Children  should  be  n»adc  to  understand  that  only  the  merest  elements 
of  learning  are  taught  in  the  school-room— that  there  only  the  foun- 
dation is  laid,  and  that  the  library  is  to  furnish  the  means  for  com- 
pleting the  superstructure.  The  school  and  the  library  should  thus 
be  associated  together  in  the  pupil's  mind,  so  that  the  transition  from 
the  one  to  the  other  will  be  encouraged  and  made  easy  and  certain. 
In  this  way,  if  at  all,  the  people  may  be  educated  to  read  good  books, 
instead  of  the  vile  trash  now  so  popular  and  so  corrupting  to  the 
young.    ^ 

7.  How  far  is  it  advisable  and  just  to  ask  State  coiipcration  in  the 
establishment  of  such  popular  libraries  as  arc  cont<mplatod  ?     From 
the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  remarks  the  reader  hah  already  learned 
that  the  writer  of  this  article  has  not  much  confidence  in  the  efficacy 
of  State  legislation.     I  would  strike  from  the  statute-books  all  library 
laws  that  are  in  any  sense  compulsory— all  that  look  to  founding  li- 
braries by  wholesale- all  that  make  a  general  appropriation  for  their 
support.     All  such  schemes  have  been  shown  to  be  visionary.     I 
would  commence  de  novo,  relying  mainly  upon  individual  efforts  and 
local  interest  for  initiatory  steps.     If  local  agencies  cannot  be  en- 
listed in  the  cause,  it  is  futile  to  undertake  the  founding  of  libraries 
by  State  enactments.     But  the  question  I  propose  is.  How  far  is  it  ad- 
visable to  seek  State  cooperation  in  aid,  or  for  the  encouragement,  of 
local  authorities  ?     There  are  two  ways  in  which  State  cooperation 
may  be  safely  sought :  first,  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  simply  em- 
powering the  trustees  of  any  town  to  use  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the 
school  revenues  toward  the  founding  and  maintaining  of  a  library ; 
and,  secondly,  by  adopting,  in   substance,  the   Massachusetts   law! 
This  law,  already  quoted,  may  well  claim  a  moment's  attention,  for  it 
is  doubtless  the  wisest  legislation  that  has  been  had  on  the  subject. 
It  was  instigated  by  no  visionary  educators  over-anxious  to  establish 
a  State  system,  and  yet  it  has  proved  the  most  effective  of  any  in  es- 
tablishing such  a  system.     It  looks  wholly  to  local  interest  and  local 
agencies.     Its  origin  was  as  follows :  President  Wayland  made  a  do- 
nation of  a  thousand  dollars  to  the  town  of  Wayland,  in  Massachu- 
setts, to  purchase  books,  on  condition  that  the  town  would  suitably 
provide  for  their  depository  and  use.     The  town  authorities,  conceiv- 
ing they  had  not  corporate  power  to  comply  with  the  condition,  ap- 
plied for  an  enabling  act.     But  the  Legislature,  very  properly  regard- 
ing special  legislation  as  objectionable,  enaetecl  a  general  law,  giving 
to  every  town  in  the  State  authority  to  do  what  the  town  of  Wayland 
asked  permission  to  do.     This  law  is  in  no  respect  compulsory  or 
mandatory  ;  it  is  not  even  advisory,  but  only  permissive.     It  prescribes 
no  system  ;  it  levies  no  tax  ;  it  appropriates  no  money  ;  it  lays  down 
no  rules.     It  simply  authorizes  a  community  to  tax  themselves,  if  they 
choose,  to  establish  a  library.     It  contemplates  local  interest  as  pre- 
liminary to  the  operation  of  the  law.     Since  the  passage  of  this  act, 
in  1851,  permanent  libraries  have  been  founded  in  a  large  majority  of 
the  towns  of  the  State,  and  e.«>pecially  in  the  cities  and  villages.     (If 
the  library  be  maintained  in  part  by  a  general  tax,  it  should  be  free 
to   all   citirens  for  reference  use,  while  membership-fees  should  be 
charged  only  upon  those  who  draw  books  for  home-reading.) 

8.  It  will  save  disappointments,  perhaps  failures,  if  those  who  un- 
dertake to  found  libraries  will  b.mr  in  mind  that  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  task  is,  not  to  get  the  books,  but  to  take  care  of  them 
after  purchase— to  utilize  them— in  a  word,  to  manage  the  institution. 
Neither  is  the  cost  of  the  books  a  large  item  in  the  total  cost.  Rooms, 
bookca.ses,  furniture,  registers,  librarian,  etc.,  are  to  be  provided,  and 
it  19  sheer  folly  to  attempt  to  start  a  library  without  making  these 
provisions  ;  they  are  just  as  necessary  to  success  in  a  collection  of 


five  hundred  volumes  as  in  one  of  fifty  thousand.  I  add  a  few  esti- 
mates,  which  are  approximately  correct,  showing  the  relative  cost  of 
books  in  the  current  expenses  of  established  libraries : 

St.  Louis  Public-School  Lihrarij. 
Total  expenses,  1866,  about 
Expended  for  books,  about    .... 

Boston  Public  Library/ 
Total  expenses,  1868,  about 
Expended  for  books,  about    .... 

Harvard- College  Library. 
Total  expenses,  1868,  about       .... 
For  books,  about   . 

Conffrefsional  Library. 
Total  expenses  per  annum,  about 
For  books,  about  . 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library. 
Total  expenses,  1868,  about       .... 
For  books,  about 


$13,000 
6,000 

$51,000 
11,500 

$12,000 
2,500 

$30,000 
11,600 


$20,0<10 
4,000 


9,  No  attempt  is  made  in  this  article  to  give  specific  directions 
with  regard  to  organization  ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  plan  here  out- 
lined may  be  adopted  with  success  in  any  city  or  village  of  a  thou- 
sand or  more  inhabitants.  It  is  evident  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
forming  libraries  are  far  greater  in  rural  districts  than  in  towns,'and 
it  is  useless  to  attempt  the  ||ore  difficult  task  until  complete  success 
has  been  achieved  in  the  more  feasible. 

8T.  LOUIS  PUBLIC-SCHOOL  LIDIiARY. 
Success  is  tlje  test  of  merit  of  any  given  plan.     In  order  to  show 
the  practical  nature  of  the  principles  just  laid  down,  I  will  give  a 
brief  account  of  the  above-named  institution,  in  whose  establisliment 
and  management  I  have  participated,  and  which  is  founded  on  the 
plan  here  briefly  sketched.     This  library,  now  numbering  over  twenty 
thousand  volumes,  and  having  an  annual  circulation  of  over  sixty 
thousand  volumes,  with  a  largo  and  well-appointod  reading-room  at- 
tached,  was  begun  in  1865.     It  had  no  endowment  nor  claim  f<.r  sup- 
port  upon  any  public  fund,  but  was  dependent  solely  upon  member- 
ship-fees,  and   upon   such    other   precarious    revenues   as    might  be 
derived  from  small  gifts  of  books  or  money,  and  from  lectures,  exhi- 
bitions, etc.     With  these  means  it  grew  in  two  years  to  over  ten  thou- 
sand volumes,  and  had  a  large  membership  and  extensive  circulation. 
Since  then  it  has  received  five  thousand  dollars  from  a  public  fund, 
and  is  now  the  annual  recipient  of  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  from 
a  bequest. 

The  success  of  this  institution  did  not  result  from  any  adventi- 
tious  or  peculiar  circumstances,  but  was  due  mainly  to  the  plan  on 
which  it  was  founded.  It  was  adapted  to  the  means  as  well  as  the 
wants  of  the  masses,  wid  thej^came  to  its  support,  and  availed  them- 
selves of  its  ble8sings,%y  thousands.  Firmly  believing  that  this  plan 
possesses  the  merit  of  general  application,  I  shall,  at  the  risk  of  some 
repetition,  explain  its  practical  working.  The  library  was  originally 
organized  under  a  special  charter,  but  said  charter  connected  it  per- 
manently with  the  public  schools  by  making  four  prominent  school- 
officers  trustees  ex  offi<no  of  the  library.  After  two  and  a  half  years 
of  separate  existence,  during  which  time  it  had  grown  to  over  twelve 
thousand  volumes,  it  was  transferred  to,  or  rather  adopted  by,  the 
Board  of  Public  Schools,  whereby  it  became  in  legal  form  wimt  it  had 
already  demonstrated  itself  to  be  in  fact,  a  useful  and  efficient  acces- 
sory to  the  educational  8yst«'m. 

The  mode  of  management  under  the  special  charter  was  not  ma- 
terially changed  by  the  terms  of  transfer,  the  latter  providing  for  a 
board  of  sixteen  managers,  nine  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  school 
board,  and  seven  are  elected  by  the  life-members. 

From  the  beginning  the  board  of  direction  has  been  composed  of 
both  males  and  females.  The  propriety  and  wisdom  of  this  arrange- 
ment become  apparent  when  one  bears  in  mind  that  the  library  is  to 
be  built  up  mainly  through  school  agencies,  and  that  more  than  nine- 
tcntha  of  the  teachers  are  females.  This  feature  has  undoubtedly 
given  encouragement  in  the  direction  it  was  intended  to,  and  caused 
the  unusual  if  not  unprecedented  enrolment  of  female  members,  who 
comprise  just  about  one-half  the  total  number. 
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EDUCATIONAL  SUPPLEMEl 


Twelve  dollars  is  the  entire  fee  for  life-membership,  and  this  may 
be  paid  at  once,  or  in  annual  subscriptions  of  four  dollars  each,  or  in 
one-dollar  instalments,  at  the  option  of  the  applicant.  All  these 
ways  of  paying  are  practised,  but  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  ap- 
plicants,  particularly  the  younger  ones,  become  members  by  purchas- 
ing a  dollar-certificate  every  three  months.  This  feature  gave  great 
popularity  to  the  institution,  and  rendered  it  self-supporting.  One 
dollar  secures  the  use  of  the  library  for  three  months,  and,  when  once 
a  member,  the  applicant  is  almost  certain  to  go  on  and  pay  the  twelve 
dollars. 

It  is  doubtful  if  this  library  would  be  as  useful  as  it  is  if  it  were 
entirely  free— doubtful  If  the  number  of  readers  or  the  circulation  of 
books  would  be  as  great.  The  small  fees  exacted  do  not  operate  to 
exclude  from  becoming  members  any  considerable  number  of  persons 
who  have  time  and  inclination  to  read  books.  What  the  American 
people  want  is  not  a  gratuity  or  a  charity,  but  an  institution  within 
their  means— one  whose  privileges  they  can  readily  avail  themselves 
of.  Such  is  the  library  which  I  am  describing,  and  it  is  the  constant 
resort  of  hundreds,  nay  thousands,  of  the  youth  of  the  city. 

Besides  the  ordinary  and  palpable  advantages  which  adult  mem- 
bers derive  from  a  well-selected  popular  library,  there  are  observable 
in  this  case  the  most  happy  and  beneficial  results  upon  the  younger 
visitors.     First :  A  very  large  portion  of  the  advanced  pupils  of  the 
schools,  at  the  instance  and  under  the  direction  of  their  teachers,  use 
the  library  to  assist  them  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  subjects 
they  are  studying.     Thus  they  learn  how  to  use  a  library,  obtain  the 
key  with  which  they  can  unlock  its  treasures  at  their  will.    Secondly : 
Experience  has  already  shown  that  those  who  become  members  while 
they  are  pupils  continue  their  connection  after  leaving  schoo'.     They 
get  attached  to  the  institution,  because  it  is  their  institution,  and  they 
will  not  be  likely  soon  to  forsake  it.     Habits  of  reading  once  acquired 
are  pretty  certain  to  last  through  life.     Thirdly:  The  associations 
formed  where  perfect  decorum  and  propriety  of  conduct  prevail,  cul- 
tivate good  manners  and  good  morals.     Fourthly:  The  youth' who 
have  been  using  the  library  for  two  or  three  years  have  made  marked 
progress  in  the  quality  of  books  which  they  read.* 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  process  of  educating 
readers  which  is  constantly  going  on  in  this  institution  necessitates  a 
collection  of  books  of  the  widest  range  as  well  as  of  the  highest 
order.  Hence  the  managers  have  been  careful  to  preserve,  in  the  in- 
crease of  the  library,  just  proportions  in  the  several  departments. 
The  juvenile  collection  numbers  about  sixteen  hundred  volumes,  or 
eight  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  rest  of  the  books  are  selected 
for  adult  and  educated  readers,  and  for  scholars  in  every  field  of 
learning.  The  scientific  department,  in  particular,  is  so  full  already 
as  to  be  scarcely  surpassed  in  older  and  larger  institutions. 
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MitKAKY.  * 

'-piIE   Boston  Public  Library  may  {..stly 
X    be  considered  "  a  Boston  notion."     h 
IS  one  of  the  largest,   best  managed,   an.l 
most  practical  libraries  in  the  United  States 
V\  e  say  "  practical "  because  its  benefits  are 
placed  in  the  very  hunds  of  the  public-  at 
large  and  are  not  reached  through  that  cir- 
cumlocution   system   which   shuts   out   the 
great  mass  of  people  I'rom  most  of  the  so- 
called  public  libraries.     The  right  to  take 
liuoks    rom  the  Public  Library  is  so  easily 
secured    that    the    institution'  has   drawn 
about  It  a  class  of  readers  which  in  other 
cities  does  not  fre<iuent  similar  institutions. 
Jta  choice  and  constantly  increasin./  collec- 
tions of  rare  works  also  make  it  the  resort 
of  scholars  and  busy  literary  men.      The 
influence  it  exerts  in  educating  th.-  T>e(.nlc 
Y  limitless.     An  hour  or  two  spent  in  Uie 
lower  hall  will  explain  to  the  most  careless 
observer  how  ,t  is  that  Boston  has  the  rep- 
utation of  being  a  city  of  readers,  and  why 
her   people   in   the   humbler  walks  of  life 
show  a  degree  of  culture   and    prosm>rity 
not  tobe  found  in  the  .aine  classes  of  s6- 
cietv   in   other   i.laccs.      When   the   greai 
good  which  the  Public  Library  is  a^^con.- 
phshing  in  this  direction  is  fully  realized, 
the  ex|x;diency  of  extending  its' sphere  of 
usefulness  by  throwing  open  the  doors  of 
the  reading-nx)m  on   Sunday  will  be  .ren- 
cTaly  recognized.      We  have  just  leaPned 
that  a  petition  to  the  State  Legislature  ur<r- 
ing  the  passage  of  an  Act  authorizino-  this 
step  IS  now  receiving  the  signatures  of  the 
most    influential  citizens  of  Boston.       AVe 
print  on  page  81    a  view  of  the  conunodious 
and  well-arranged  reading-room  of  the  Li- 
l>rarv,  where  are  c.mstantly  kept  on  hand 
all  the  latest  American.  Knglish,  and  Con- 
tincntal  newspapers  ami  magazines.     This 
saloon    IS    handsomely    furni>hed,    as    the 
reader  will   notice  in   the  engraving,  well 
lighted,    and    pertectiv    ventilated.       The 
.ourteous   attention   wliich  visitors  always 
meet  with  from  those  in  charge  of  the  do- 
partment.  make   it  one  of  the   nlcasant.st 
places  o   the  k.n.l  in  the  city.     J^anv  of  the 
admirable  improvements  which  ha>'e  been 
carrre.1  into  effect  during  the  past  two  ur 
thn-e    years   arc    .Im-    to    the    energv    an.l 
though  fulness  of  the  present   Sup.Ti„ten- 
dent,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 
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HKADING-ROOM  OF  THE  BOSTON   PUBLIC   LIBRARY.  —  Draws  by  J.  J.  Hakley.       (See  Page  78.) 
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FREE    LIBRARIES. 

WHY   HA.8    LONDON    NONE? 


J  to  onr  inqniry,  "  Is  the  Free  Libraries  Act  beneficial  to 
^eWorkiBg  Clasfles  ?  "  we  have  received  the  foUowing  valuable 
^e  V    Further  teBtimonies  will  be  given  in  our  next.] 


Thb  following  towns  have  accepted  the  Free 
Libraries  Act  -.-Airdrie,  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Berwick-on-Tweed,  Birmingham,  Blackburn, 
Bolton,  Cambridge,  Canterbury,  Carlisle,  Coven- 
try Dundee,  Exeter,  Hertford,  Ipswich,  Lea- 
nUuKton  Priors  (Warwick),  Leeds,  Leicester, 
Liverpool,  Maidstone,  Manchester,  Northampton, 
Norwich,  Nottingham,  Paisley,  Salford,  Sheffield, 
Stockport,  Tynemouth,  Walsall,  Warmuister 
(Wilts),  Warwick,  W^olverhampton. 

It  is  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  ua  in  the 
provinces  that  you  have  not  availed  yourselves 
of  the  Act  in  London.     We  are  entitled  to  look 
to  you  in  London   for  leadership  in   all   great 
improvements.      Many  of  the  ablest   and   most 
ambitious  of  our  young  men  make  a  point  of 
getting  up  to  London,  to  be  in  the  full  rush  of 
the  battle  of  life,  to  live   in  the  ftiU  blaze  of 
light  in  the  metropolis  ;  there  the  blood  is  sup- 
posed  to  run   quicker,    the    intelligence    to  be 
brighter,   the  hunger    and   need  for   knowledge 
to  be  keener,   than  elsewhere  ;    the   clerks    and 
artisans  are  a  smarter  style  of  men  than  else- 
where ;  their  political  influence  is  greater  than 
elsewhere  ;  and  yet,  with  the  utmost  necessity  for, 
and  power  to  use  and  appreciate.  Free  Libraries 
and   Newsrooms,  you   have    them    not  1       Your 
wealth  is  so  great  that  one  farthing  in  the  pound 
on  the  rental  of  your  houses  would   support  a 
macniificent    Free    Library    and    Newsroom    for; 
emnj  district  in  London.      In  Birmingham  and 
Manchester  the  newsrooms  are  found  to  be  at 
once  and  gratefully  accepted,  and  used  by  men  . 
who  formerly  used  the  beerhouse  to  the  detri-  ■ 
ment  of  themselves  and  families.  j 

I  heard  a  working-man's  wife  the  other  day 
very  simply  illustrate  om  of  the  uses  to  which 
these  places  are  put.     She  was  telling  another 
woman  who  was  crying  over  her  husband  having  ^ 
been  nearly  killed  at  a  public-house  : —  , 

"  Now,  why  don't  you  get  him  to  spend  part 
of  his  evenings  at  the  newsroom  )     It's  been  the 
making  of  my  husband.  Since  he  took  to  go  there,  | 
I  am  sure  it  has  saved  him  two  shiHings  a-week 
at  least  in  drink  ;    not  that   he  gives  me   any  ; 
more,  but  he  is  alius  a-buying  Uttle  things  for 
the  children,  and  he  smartens  hisself  up  now  of  a 
night  to  go  to  this  newsroom,  so  that  he  looks 
as  well  and  as  young  again,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
smarten  up  to  match.      I  don't  care  what  any- 
body says,  I  say  God  bless  the  liberies  !    My  Bill 
got  his  master  to  sign  a  form  as  we  would  take 
care  of  the  books,  and  our  house  is  as  comfort- 
able again  since  wo  had  some  books  to  read— not 
as  I  have  any  time  for  reading  ;  but  they  read 
out  bits  to  me  sometimes  as  makes  me  laugh 
and  cry  all  in  a  breath.    That's  one  of  the  books  ; 
mind  how  you  touch  it !     My  boy  would  cry  his 
eyes  out  if  it  got  a  spot  on,  and  then  the  iiuister 
has  books  out  on  gardening,  and  engineers'  work, 
and  history,  and  it's  a  wonder  to  mo  how  they 
do  it.      It's  done  out  of  the  rates,  and  they  say 
we  pay  for  it,  but  wo  never  feels  it.      Bill  says 
wo  just  pay  Jippence  a-year  for  the  lot,  and  its 
the  many  fippeivxs  that  does  it.     We  pay  four 
shillings  a-week,  you  know,  and  Bill  says  that's 
about  ten  pound  a-year,  and  they  call  the  rate 
a  halfpenny  in  the  pound,  and  so  that  makes  it 
fippence  a-year,  and  he  says  in  some  places  they 
could  do  it  for  tuppence-halfpenny,  and  yet  they 
won't !     Well,  it's  my  belief  that  if  they  saw  the 
good   Free    Liberies   and    Newsrooms  do  her.  , 
they  would  ;  for  it's  no  use  talking,  you  know, 
a  man  must  have  somewheres  to  go,  and  those 
nasty  beerhouses  are  the  ruin  of  many  a  good 
man,  and  those  as  provided  these  new  places  will 
keip  many  and  many  a  family  off  the  parish,   as 
would  have  been  on,  and  keep  the  lads  out  of 
bad  ways  too." 

What  are  the  hindrances  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Act  \    In  London,  with  your  throngs  of  men 
with  time  to  spare,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
usefuhiess.      But  the  answer,   of  course,   is  thi- 
expense  ;  the  large  ratepayers  dread  any  move- 
uunt,    however   good,    which    will   increase   the 
rates.      But  will  not  this  rate,  which  is  limit.*!, 
and  the  exact  maximum  of  which  you  know   is 
axed — will  not  this  rate  save  itself,   and  mon. 
than  itself,    in  decreasing  thosj  ever-increasin- 
and    miserable    payments    for    workhouses    and 
I  jails  \     Can  any  reasonable  and    thinking  man 
doubt  this  ?     Can  any  man,   who  mourns  over 
or  cares  for  his  neglected  fellow-men,  refuse  t<. 
try  an  experiment  promising  such  certain  bene- 
fits ?     Are  our  jails  and  workhouses  tilietl  with 
sober,  thoughtful,  reading  men  ?     Are  they  not 


filled  from  the  beerhouses  and  ginshops  of  the 
kingdom,  and  do  not  thousands  of  good  fellows 
get  drawn  into  spending  health  and  money  and 
life  m  these  places,  because  there  is  nowhere 
else  for  them  to  go?  There  will  always  be  a 
race  of  men  who  think  that  the  stupid  refusal  to 
spend  money  is  economy.  It  is  as  economical 
as  the  man  was  who  wrapped  his  one  talent  m  a 
napkin,  and  buried  it.  Trw  e.cmomy  is  so  to 
expend  your  means  so  as  to  produce  the  best  remUs. 
The  government  of  any  town  or  parish, 
is  a  noble  charge,  and  should  be  entnisted  to 
brave  and  honourable  men,  and  not  given  into 
the  hands  of  little-minded  men. 

When  shall  we  see  our  very  best  men  accepting 
as  an  important  trad  the  position  of  vestrymen 
and  town  councillors,  and  raising  these  offices 
from  the  ignominy  into  which  they  have  too 
often  fallen,  by  labouring  manfully  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  parish  or  town  God  and  the 
people  have  called  them  to  work  for  ? 

In  Birmingham,  from  six  to  seven  thousand 
men  a-day  use  the  newsrooms,  chiefly  of  the 
wage  class,  but  including  also  professional  men 
and  large  ratepayers. 

Men  out  of  employ  come  in  hundreds,  and  by 
the  aid  of  advertisements  hi  the  papers  get  work. 
No  collision  or  incivility  is  ever  known  to 
have  occun-ed.  Many  very  rough  fellows  have 
been  visibly  civilized  and  improved  by  the  mix- 
ing on  ecpial  terms  with  men  of  a  higher  class, 
and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  benefit  may 
have  been  mutual  in  inducing  a  greater  respect 
on  the  part  of  the  weU-to-do  for  the  apparently 
rough  and  rude,  but  really  decent  fellows. 

i  have  been  in  the  Free  Library  now  some 

years,  but  I  have  not  yet  ceased  to  be  amazed 

at  the  courtesy  and  order  and  silence  that  prevail 

in  a  room   with   from   150  to  200  men  of  all 

classes,  live  to  eight  of  them  at  one  page  on  the 

reading  stands   at    one   time,   these    constantly 

changing  during  the  day,  until  more  than  three 

thousand  use  one  room  each  day  ;  and  only  good 

temper  and  courtesy  is  known.     Where  will  you 

find  the  like  ?     Cleanliness  and  (piiet  were  ^eiy 

courteously,    but  very   firmly,  Imisted   on  from 

the  first,  an.l  are  now  the  rule  ;  perhaps  I  should 

scarcely  say  insisted  on,  for  1  always  f.nind  thut 

a  good-humoured  suggestion  was  enough. 

Then  as  to  the  issue  of  books  to  read  at 
HOME.  We  issue  a  thousand  volumes  a-day,  or 
over  three  hundred  thousand  volumes  a-year, 
and  to  about  ten  thousand  different  borrowers, 
most  of  them  young  people,  many  of  them  factory 
boys  and  girls  ;  and,  notwithstanding  deaths 
and  change  of  residence,  &c.,  we  do  not  lose 
twenty  volumes  in  the  year.  Everyone  seems 
interested  in,  and  jealous  for,  the  honour  of  the 
library  and  the  safety  of  the  b<jok8. 

Then  the  costlier  books  in  Art,  History, 
Travel,  Science,  &c.,  which  form  our  Refebence 
Library,  are  used  by  nearly  five  hundred  men 
and  youths  daily  ;  these  are  the  better  class  of 
artisans,  clerks,  and  so  on  upwards. 

Which  of  the  London  Parishes  or  Boroughs 
will  be  first  in  tliis  work  f  The  movement  must 
i  commence  with  the  people.  Here  is  a  chance 
for  the  clergy  and  ministers  to  win  a  victory 
for  themselves  and  the  working  men  over 
ignorance  and  evil.  Let  them,  or  some  other 
leaders  of  the  iMjople,  call  meetings  and  hold 
conferences  on  this  subject  until  the  way  is 
prejKued  and  clear  for  the  meeting  of  ratepayers 
to  decide  on  the  matter. 

J.    D.    MULLINS, 

Chief  Librarian  of  tlu  Birmingham  Free  Libraries. 


COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Thib*i>av.  Feb.  2,  IBll.-A  regiUar  weekly  meeting  of  the 
common  council  was  hold  thi»  evening,  thi-  piesld.nt  in 
the  ebair,  Papers  n-oin  the  bo»ril  of  aldermea  were  dis- 
posed of  in  concurrence. 

BErOBT  or  THE  OITT  REGISTRAR. 

rUf  quarterly  report  of  the  city  registrar  was  presented. 
Dnrlng  the  .luarter  ending  January  31. 1871,  there  were  re- 
ceived for  certlflcatos  of  intention  of  marriage  »577,  which 
sum  lias  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  The  number  of  births 
returned  by  assistant  registrars  for  the  year  1870  was  mi. 
an  Increase  of  687  over  the  number  recorded  in  the  preced- 
ing year.  Number  of  ccrtlflcatcs  of  marriage  Issucil  during 
the  vear,  3U91 ;  increase  over  previous  year,  117;  number  of 
Kagc«  recorded,  349-2 ;  increase  114.  N  umber  ol  .l«itl  s 
S  Increane,  .'i7.'>.  The  returns  fVom  Dorchester  for  the 
year  were  included  in  the  above  totals. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  board  of  ulilermen  having  elected  X.  Gibson  and 
Frederick  I'ease  as  directors  of  the  Kast  Uo^.U,n   femes 
fn  idare  of  (Urge  I>.  Ucker  and  Albert  C.  I'ond.  el|H;te<l 
by  the  c,mncil"nnother  election  was  had  with  the  follow- 
ing result:— 

Whole  number  of  ballots !|:; 

Necessary  for  a  choice ■'-    ,» 

Albert  (;.  I'ond  had " 

(jeorge  1).  Bicker :;° 

Nehemlah  Gibson r2 

Frederick  Pease • •;••'' 

1  he  council  by  this  vote  adhered  to  their  foimer  vote  for 

''rheconZiUeeSo  nominate  trustees  of  the  pabUc  libra-  ■ 
ry  reported  a  hst  of  candidates,  and  a  ballot  y^M  Uken 
with  the  following  result :- 

Whole  number  of  votes »" 

necessary  for  a  choice •■"■    j^ 

Samuel  Little  had ,^^ 

William  J.  s^mith. ^ 

\V .  F.  Diclciuson ,  jr .„ 

.Toseph  JI,  Barnes '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.lf> 

^And'SrV.  Utile," DlckinVon ' and " Banc's  were' ducted. 

ORDEU8  PASSED. 

Authorizing  the  committee  on  the  nro  department  to 
niirrha^  land  for  a  site  for  hose  company  No.  7;  hat  the 
?oi,Se."  public  library  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of 
ih  ab  i"l  n,«  H  brunch  of  the  library  In  Houth  Boston. 

Mr.  Fiynu  of  Ward  7  moved  to  reconsider  th^  vote 
whereby  the  council  agreed  to  purchase  badges,  and  the 
vote  was  reconsidered  and  lal.l  on  the  table. 

Adjourned. 


tDccklji  i^ranscript 


TiiE  "  CovKiKR  DK  Boston." — TIiiH  wasa  French 
weekly  new  spa  per,  piinted  ii«  Boston.  It  wnB 
firHt  |.ubli8hfcd  Af)ril  2;y,  17H1),  mid  wnH  continued 
lor  t^ix  inontliB.  It*  not  this  tlic  earliest  inhtanee 
in  the  United  StuteB  of  a  newspaper  printed  in  the 
Frencli  !anji;nat<;e?  A  complete  lile  of  the  paper 
I  i8  in  the  Bobtou  Public  Library. 

Boston.  S.  A.  (j. 


The  following  list  of  the  twenty  most  populous 
cities  of  the  United  States,  arranged  in  the  order  of 
population,  gives  the  numbers  as  they  will  stand  in 
the  published  cenaus  report  when  It  appears.  For 
the  sake  of  comiiarison,  the  population  of  the  same 
cities  for  1860,  and  the  percentage  of  increase  dur- 
ing the  ten  years,  is  included  in  the  same  table  :— 
No.      Cities.  1870.  IMO.        Per  Cent. 

1.  New  York 922,531  805,658  U.« 

2.  Philadelphia tt74,(nw  965,529  1».2 

3.  Brooklyn :t9«,J00  2««,661  48.7 

4.  St.  Louis 310,864  160,773  »3.4 

5.  Chicago 298,983  109,260  173.7 

6.  Baltimore 267,354  212,411  2.5.9 

7.  Boston 250..ViH  177.840  40.9 

8.  C.ncinnatl 218.239  1H1,044  .34.3 

9.  New  Orleans lOLitfi  16H,«75  1  J.5 

10.  Man  Francisco 149,48^1  rS.Wi  163.2 

11.  lUiflalo 117,715  81,129  45.1 

12.  Washington 109,204  61,122  78.8 

13.  Newark 10,5,078  71,941  46.1 

14.  Louisville 100,7-53  68,035  W.l 

15.  Cleveland 92,846  43,417  11.3.9 

16.  Pittsburg 86.23,5  49,217  7.5.3 

17.  .leiscy  City 81,744  29,226  179.7 

in.  Detroit 79,580  45,619  74.') 

19.  Milwaukee 71,499  45.246  .58.1 

20.  Albany 69,422  62,.367  11.1 


TtEHOAY  MonKiN(»,   Januauv  31,  1P71. 


Mb.  Ceokgk  Ticknok,  so  well  known  at 
r.ome  aiHl  abroad  as  among  the  most  eminent 
Aniorican  men  of  letters,  died  quietly  and  un- 
consciously at  his  residence,  corntr  of  Park 
nnd  Beacon  .<«tieet.s,  in  this  city,  at  three  o'clock 
Thursday  morning. 

He  was  bom  in  Boston,  August  1, 171>1.  An 
only  son,  hi.'*  father  EHsha  Ticknor,  who  will 
Ue  remembered  by  our  older  citizens  as  a 
teadier,  uierchunt,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
venera' do  James  Savage,  a  founder  of  the  pri- 
mary school  system,  and  linn  frienfl  of  the 
J»rovident  Institution  for  Savings,  spared  no 
pains  to  yivw  him  the  most  thorough  education. 
He  was  but  a  boy  when  he  was  qualified  tor 
.nnd  entered  I>art mouth  College,  from  which  he 
j>raduated  in  1807. 

He  studied  lay,  but  had  no  special  taste  for  a 
professional  career.  He  went  to  Europe  in  1815, 
and  remained  there  four  years  as  a  student  at 
« ".ottingen  and  elsewhere,  and  a  visitor  to  the 
principal  eapitiils  of  the  continent.  Before  his 
xetuni  home  he  was  appointed,  1817,  Professor 
of  Moderu  languages  in  Harvard  University, 
and  mild  that  position  until  1835. 

Jlis  mere  elaborate  works— his  "Ivcctuios," 
and  his  "History  of  Spanish  Bitt^niture,"  show 
the  bent  of  his  mind  and  the  direction  of  his 
predominant  tastes.    In  1864  he  published  the 
"Life  of  William  H.  Prescott,"   the  hi-storian; 
Ijeing  his  intimate  friend  and  literary  exccut<)r. 
On  resigning  his  professorship,  he  spent,  with 
liis  family,  several    years  abroad.      Beturning 
home,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  ample  fortune, 
lie  devoted  himself  to  literary  pursuits  and  ex- 
tensive correspondence,   manifesting  an  occa- 
sional interest  in  public  affairs  and  especially 
ready  to  foster  the  cause  of  good  education  and 
learning. 

He  has  a  claim  upon  this  community  for  his 
♦•iirly,  long  continued  and  persistent  efforts  in 
liehalf  of  the  IHiblic  Library,  which  is  very 
largely  indebted  to  him  for  the  endowments  it 
lias  received  and  its  successful  operation.  As 
51  member  of  various  societies,  and  as  con- 
nected, from  time  to  time,  with  numerotis 
movements  of  a  public  character,  he  was  noted 
lor  his  precise  and  systematic  industry;  and 
intimate  acquaintances,  and  literary  people  en- 
joyed the  hospitality,  counsels  and  assistance 
of  the  scholar  whose  retirement  for  years  was 
liardlv  more  than  nominal. 

Mr.'  Ticknor's  ability  as  an  author  will  un- 
doubtedly be  the  subject  of  appreciative  criti- 
lisms  by  those  familiar  with  his  mental  quali- 
ties and  varied  and  extended  acquisitions.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say  here  that  his  productions, 
though  not  calculated  from  their  topics  to  be 
popular,  were  marked  by  thorough  n'seareh. 
painstaking  accuracy  and  clearness  and  cor- 
Tcctnesisof  diction;  showing  in  every  line  a 
rommendable  care  for  completeness  and  elabo- 
aate  finish. 

His  opinions  were  many  of  them  strongly 
^uch  as  lu-e  designated  as  eonservative,  and  he 
held  to  them  steadily  and  expressed  them 
freely,  as  his  honest,  independent  and  individ- 
ral  jtulgments.  He  married  the  datighter  of 
llie  late  Samuel  Eliot;  and,  though  dying  at 
the  aj^e  of  nearly  fourscore,  leaves  quite  a 
large  ci tele  of  kindred  and  friends  who  wer»' 
partakers  t.f  the  wealth  of  his  cnlture,  and 
luld  him  in  high  esteem  for  his  worth  in  social 
life,  a.-;  well  as  for  his  labors  as  a  scholar  and 
lii*.  sii-vi'-es  t4>  (he  public. 


FAT.MX;  TRANSCRIPT. 


rHlDAY,    V».BKt''ABV    f,    l(»tl. 


Thk  ruBLir  LiBRAitY  has  attracted  some  spec- 
ial attention  of  lat«,  on  account  of  the  somewhat 
heatml  rontroTcrsy  an  to  the  legal  opening  of  the 
doors  of  Its  reading-room  on  Sundays.  It  ought, 
however,  te  be  kept  at  all  times  in  mind,  and  re- 
ceive fostering  regard,  as  an  institution  wisely 
founded,  const.-\ntly  growing,  extondiiig  its  goo«l 
influences  every  day,  aod  capable  ef  an  Indcflnlte 
progress  nnvil  It  Khali  become  one  of  the  world's 
noted  treasuries  of  literature.  From  the  begin- 
ning. It  has  had  tho  favor  of  our  liberal-minded 
scholars,  who  hare  leoked  after  its  Interest*,  and 
given  of  their  time  and  means  for  its  benefit. 


Professor  Georob  Ticknor  died,  in  this  city, 
last  Thursday  rooming,  in  hte  eightieth  yew.   He 
was  a  man  of  talents  of  a  various  chanictcr,  and 
of  the   most   extensire  acquirements;   and  his 
principal  works,  the  "History  of  Spanish  Literal 
tni«,"  and  "Life  of  William  Illckling  Prescott," 
arc  Uie  best  5>ooks  that  belong  to  American  let- 
ters, in  their  respective  departments,  bdng  M 
thorough  ia  their  learulng  as  they  are  strong, 
lively,  and  Incid  In  style.    He  was  ProfcBsor  of  ! 
French  and  Spanish  LEBguage*  and  Litcratare,and 
of  Belles  Lettres,  In  Harvard  College,  for  fifteen 
years,— and  it  Ifl  no  injustice  to  the  many  able 
and  learned  men  who  have  been  connected  with 
that  great  Institution  to  say,  that  he  nerer  had  a 
superior  among  them.    He  was  one  of  the  kind- 
est, most  pleasing,  and  most  upright  of  men,  and 
had  not  a  particle  of  that  "mutual  admlrntion- 
ism"  which  is  so  common  with  Bostonian  writer^ 
and  scholars.    We  hope  that   some   competent 
person  soon  will  do  for  him  what  be  did  so  well 
for  Mr.  PrMCOtt,— prepare  a  good  history  of  his 
life  and  career,  and  so  do  justice  to  bis  name  and 
memory. 


f 


\ 


Booton  Jourmil. 


rRSDAY  MORNINQ.  FEB.  2.  1871. 


Death  of  Oeor^e  Ticknor. 

American  literature  has  lost  one  of  its  moat  distin* 
RuiBl^d  ornameutt:,  througli  the  death  of  Mr.  Georqb 
TzcKNOB,  which  melancholy  event  took  place  Thursday 
morning  between  3  and  4  o'clock,  at  his  residence  in 
Park  street.  Though  he  had  lived  to  the  great  age  of 
nearly  eighty  years,  and  therefore  had  much  exceeded 
the  allotted  tern>  of  human  life,  i'-  la  impossible  not  to 
experience  a  feeling  of  lively  regret  when  called  upon 
to  mention  the  departut«  of  one  who  had  done  so  much 
honorably  to  illuatrate  the  American  name. 

Mr.  Ticknor  was  a  native  of  this  city,  and  was  bom 
in  Essex  street,  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1791.  Having 
been  prepared,  at  home,  for  college,  he  studied  at  Dart- 
mouth, and  was  graduated  in  1807,  in  the  class  with 
Josiah  Parsons  Cook  and  Sylvanus  Thayer,  who  are  still 
alive,  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen.  On  his  return  to 
Boston  he  continued  closely  to  study  the  classical 
langungew  for  tliree  years.  He  th«n  selected  the  law  as 
liis  profeHsion,  and  devoted  to  it  three  years  of  prepara- 
tion, and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1818.  But  for  the 
lawyer's  pursuits  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  much 
taste,  as  success  in  the  courts  seldom  leaves  a  man  much 
time  for  literature.  In  1816,  after  the  restoration  of 
Ifacfe  to  Europe,  he  went  abroad,  and  did  not  return  to 
his  country  for  five  years.  For  two  years  he  studied  at 
the  University  ol  Oottingen,  devoting  his  time  to 
philology.  This  course  he  kept  up  in  other 
places  in  Europe,  living  at  Rome,  Paris,  Madrid, 
London  and  Edinburgh,  atd  traveling  extensively. 
Traveled  Americans  were  bat  few  in  those 
days.^  He  saw  much  of  Bocicty,  and  became 
acquainted  with  many  distinguished  personages,  among 
whom  were  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Lord  Byron,  Goethe, 
Wordsworth,  Francis  Jeffrey,  Southey,  Lord  Holhind, 
Sir  James  Mackintosh,  and  Samuel  Rogers,  all  of  whom 
were  dii-poscd  to  look  with  kiudness  upon  cultivat«d 
Americans.  Lord  Holland's  familiarity  with  the  lan- 
guage and  literature  of  Spain  naturally  would  have 
made  that  liberal  and  good-natured  nobleman  partial  to 
a  young  American  who  had  devoted  attention  to  them. 
Sir  Waller  Scott  thought  highly  of  him,  and  In  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Southey,  written  on  the  4th  of  April,  1819,  he 
Mild  of  him:  "  I  shall  like  our  American  acquaintance 
the.better  that  he  has  sharpened  your  remembrance  of 
me,  but  he  is  also  a  wondrous  fellow  for  romantic  love 
and  antiquarian  research,  considering  his  country.  I 
have  never  seen  four  or  five  well-lettered  Amerlcaus, 
ardent  in  purtiuit  of  knowledge,  and  free  fi^m  the  igno- 
rance and  forward  presumption  which  distinguish  many 
of  theirj[countrymen.  I  hope  they  will  inoculate  their 
country  with  a  love  of  letters,  so  nearly  allied  to  a  de- 
sire of  p<  ace  and  a  sense  of  Justice."  This-  hope  has 
been  realize  d,  and  probably  no  man  did  more  to  bring 
about  the  growth  of  literature  in  America  than  Mr. 
Ticknor.  With  Mr.  Southey  he  continued  un  the  most 
intimate  terms  till  the  laureate's  death,  the  two  men 
having  much  in  common  a<  well  In  character  as  in  devo- 
tion to  iK'culiar  branches  of  the  higher  literature. 

Mr.  Ticknor  returned  toJAmcrica  in  1820,  and  assumed 
the  post  of  Professor  of  French  and  Spanish  Languages 
and  IJterature,  and  Belles  Lettres,  in  Harvard  College, 
to  which  he  had  been  appointed  during  his  residence  in 
Eurjpe.  and  which  had  been  recently  created.  He 
began  a  Course  of  l..octnrc8,  which  are  yet  rementbored, 
not  only  because  of  their  literary  excellence,  but  because 
they  were,  so  to  speak,  of  an  innovating  charactor,  and 
alarmed  the  liiorary  conservatives  of  those  days.  Writ- 
ing of  them  alm'>Bt  thirty  years  later,  that  profound 
Judge  of  such  matt)  rs,  the  late  Mr.  Prescott,  the  histor- 
ian, i-ald— "  We  well  remember  the  sensation  produced 
on  the  first  delivery  of  these  lectures,  which  served  to 
break  down  the  barrier  which  had  so  long  confined  the 
student  to  a  converse  with  antiquity ;  they  opened  to 
him  a  tne  range  among  those  great  muters  of  modem 
literature,  who  bod  hitherto  been  veiled  in  the  obscu- 
rity of  a  foreign  idiom.  The  Influence  of  this  instruction 
was  soon  visible  in  the  higher  education  as  well  as  the 
literary  ardor  shown  by  the  graduates.  1^  decided  was 
the  Impulse  thus  given  to  the  popular  sentiment,  that 
considerable  apprehension  was  felt  lest  modem  litera- 
ture was  to  receive  a  disproportionate  share  of  attention 
in  the  scheme  of  coU^iate  education."  The  eflbct  was 
thoroughly  good,  as  it  tended  to  enlarge  the  field  of 
enqulrement  and  the  range  of  thought,  and  to  Professor 
Ticknor  must  be  given  no  small  share  of  the  credit  that 
is  due  to  the  men  who  have  made  our  systems  of  edaoa- 
tion  bttwder  and  more  comprehensive  than  they  were 
during  the  early  years  of  our  national  life.  A  more 
catholic  spirit  t>egan  to  prevail,  and  liU>ral  ideas  became 
popular  and  powerful. 

After  holding  his  Profesaorahip  flfteen  years,  Mr. 
Ticknor  resigned  it,  and  made  a  second  visit  to  Europe 
ln*1835.    lie  remained  tliere  three  years,  giving  most  of 
his  time  to  matters  connected  with  the  language  and 
literature  of  Spain.    It  Is  a  fkot  to  be  not^  that  a  large 
number  ot  the  t>est  AmeriMn  scholars  have  shown  a 
strong  partiality  for  Spanish  subjects  when  writing. 
The  highest  works  of  Washington  Irving  were  devoted 
to  snrh  subjects,  the  world  owing  to  him  the  b«t  Lift> 
of  Columbus  it  has,  and  otlier  works  on  the  history  of 
Spain  and  Spanish  maritime  discovery,  not  to  mention 
U>M(>r  works  illustrative  of  Spanish  life  and  action.  Mr. 
K.  C.  Sands,  who  died  too  young  to  take  that  place  in 
American  literature  for  which  he  aeoned  to  have  been 
lx>rp,  wrote  on  Spanish  themes,  aad  proposed  to  give  a 
history  of  the  conquest  of  Mexico,     funeral  Cashing 
early  gave  hi.'!  attention  to  Spanixh  matters,  and  never 
has  altogether  neglected  them,  and  what  he  wrote  there- 
on Is  well  wortif  attention.     Mr.  Prescott's"  labors  on 
S]  anlsh  lilstory  are  known  to  all,  and  are  among  the 
most  popular  of  all  writings.     Mr.  Motley's  writings 
treat  uf  subjects  that  are   as  essentially  Spiinish  as 
I>utch;  and  Mr.  Gayarre's  work  on  Philip  II.  is  Jostly 
lulmlnd.    These  writings,  not  to  mention  others,  seem 
til  have  prompted,  in  part  at  least,  a  desire  to  p«y  the 
debt  which  America  owes  to  Spain,  the  country  under 
whose  patronage  and  banner,  and  at  whose  ccst,  Colum- 
)>us  made  the  most  memorable  of  voyages.    Mr.  Ticknor 
may  be  wt  down  as  entitled  to  the  highest  place  in  this 
(ll!<tlngulshed  list  of  Americans.     Ho  it  was  who  pro- 
ciir<><l  attention  to  Sfianish  subjects   in  New  England, 
and     gave     that     direction     to     study     her«    which 
has    wrought    results    so    remarkable.        When     be 
went  abroad  a  second  time,  Mr.  Ticknor  had  formed 
the  design  to  write  a  history  of  Spanish  literature,  and 
his  studies  and    inquiries   all  were  upon  the  subject, 
which  had  assumed  form  and  shape  in  his  mind.    He 
labored  on  the  work  for  mon-  than  ten  years  after  hl« 
n-tum  to  America,  and  In  1840  appeared  "  The  History 
of  Spanish  Literature,"  In  three  octavo  volumea,  pub- 
lished by  Harper  h  Brothers.    No  Ameriran  has  written 
a  better  historical  work  than  this,  thongh  some  Ameri. 
cans  have  written  on  more  popular  historical  themes 
than  that  to  which  Mr.  Ticknor  devoted  so  much  lirap, 
talents  and  learning.    Mo-t  histories  of  literature  are 
tedious  works,  even   when  highly  valuable,  or  they  are 
tut  brilliant  sketches.    Mr.  Tlcknor's  work  is  neither 
tediotu  nor  sket.'hy.    It  1.'  as  brilliant  and  as  philosopbi- 
<-8lly  written  as  it  is  exhau.^tive.    The  entire  story  of 
Spanish  Literature  Is  told,  and  in  such  a  manner  a«  to 
account  for  its  pecuHaritiw,  and  It  is  the  most  i»ccullar 
literatur*'  that  belongs  to  the  modern   world.    Th"re  is 
a  charm  about  the  style  of  the  book  that  make<  It  sin- 
gularly readable,  while  the  wealth  of  teaming  It  con- 
taln>  renders  It  an  alMOlutc  cy-jlopedia  concerning  a 
mist  important  part  of  the  hlytory  of  the  human  Intel- 


everywhere  perused  with  admiration.  Seldom  has  a 
book  been  more  favorably  received ;  and  never  was  pub- 
lic expectation  l>etter  Justified  by  a  literary  production 
than  It  was  In  this  instance.  • 

Besides  the  works  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Ticknor 
wrote  a  Memoir  of  Nathaniel  Appleton  Haven,  at- 
tached to  the  Literary  "remains"  of  that  gentleman, 
which  he  edited.  He  wrote  for  the  North  American 
Revietc,  and  a  Life  of  Lafayette  prepared  by  him  for 
that  periodic.) I  was  published  in  a  separate  form,  with 
additions.  He  was  a  man  oi  industry,  as  systematic  as 
his  talents  were  great  and  his  acquirements  solid  and 
various. 

Mr.  Ticknor  was  the  lifis-long  friend  of  Webster,  Ev- 
erett and  Choate,  and  these  distinguished  statesmen 
fluently  drew  d^ton  him  at  sight  for  infonnation  and 
suggestion.  Though  not  a  politician,  be  naturally 
watched  the  progress  of  political  events  with  great  in- 
terest, but  he  lacked  that  vigorous  hopefulness  which 
made  the  late  days  of  Everett  so  brilliant  in  noble  ser- 
vices. He  avoided  the  discussion  of  politics  of  late 
years,  and  rarely  appeared  on  public  occasions  as  a 
speaker,  though  he  possessed  the  gift  of  oratory,  and 
had  his  taftes  inclined,  he  would  have  taken  a  leading 
position  as  a  statesman.  It  is  stated  of  him  that  he  de- 
clined all  invitations  for  many  years,  when  an  after 
dinner  table  speech  was  to  be  the  price  of  participation. 
Mr.  Webster  was  aware  of  this  peouliarity.  Shortly 
after  Mr.  Webster  retired  from  the  Secretaryship  of 
State  some  twenty  gentlemen  tendered  him  a  private 
dinner  at  the  Revere  House.  They  expressed  a  desire 
to  have  Mr.  Ticknor  present,  and  Mr.  Webster  agreed 
to  bring  It  [about.  Mr.  Tlckuor,  on  iu^j  nay  namuii 
for  the  dinner,  was  invited  by  Mr.  Webstn'  to  drop  In 
at  bis  rcoms]  about  four  o'clock,  as  be  wished  to  have  a 
social  chat.  Mr.  Ticknor  responded,  and  after  some 
general  conversation,  the  hosts  of  the  occasion  arrivt^l, 
and  notwithstanding  the  persistency  of  Mr.  Tlcknor's 
efforts  to  beat  a  retreat,  be  was  overpersuaded  and 
"trapped,"  as  he  expressed  it,  by  the  company.  His 
speech  on  the  occasion  was  one  of  the  most  classical 
and  beautiful  efforts  that  the  distinguished  company 
had  ever  listened  to. 

Mr.  Ticknor  was  the  friend  to  merit  In  whatever  form 
it  manifested  Itself.  He  freely  gave  words  of  encour- 
agement to  those,  who  sought  his  advice,  and  be  was 
liberal  in  his  patronajte  of  urt.  On  one  occasion  a  dis- 
tinguished sculptor  bc'came  temporarily  discouraged 
and  disheartened,  and  his  friends  proposed  that  he 
shoald  go  abroad.  He  called  upon  Mr.  Ticknor  to  thank 
him  for  past  kindness,  and  was  taking  his  leave,  when 
Mr.  Ticknor  gave  him  some  cheering  words,  and  coupled 
them  with  the  assurant^  that  be  should  be  happy  to 
honor  bis  draft  at  any  time  for  a  couple  of  hundred  ef 
pounds;  and  before  the  astonished  sculptor  had  time  to 
recover  from  his  astonishment,  Mr.  Ticknor  renewed 
the  ofl^  with  the  araurance  that  be  would  look  to  the 
future  for  jiavment.  The  money  was  never  drawn,  but 
the  tlaoely  olfer  inspired  the  artist  with  new  hop?;  and 
when  success  crowned  his  efR)rt^,  he  reuogni»>d  the  in- 
tent of  Mr.  Ticknor  by  sending  to  him  a  has  relief  rep- 
rescntbig  an  artist  employed,  while  the  hand  of  an  in- 
visible angel  is  pouring  oil  upon  the  work,  facilitating 
the  efR»rt  of  the  laborer. 

The  aBrtioes  rendered  by  Mr.  Ticknor  to  the  Boston 
Public  Library  will  ever  cause  his  memory  to  be  cher- 
ished by  the  citizens  uf  Itoston.  This  institution  hast 
had  many  patrons  and  many  xealous  co-workers  in  the 
promotion  of  its  interests,  but  of  all  the.^e  none  brought 
to  the  self-imposed  duty  a  larger  experience  or  more 
disinterested  motives,  and  not  one  gave  to  the  work 
more  time  or  thought,  it  was  a  fiivorite  remark  with 
Mr.  Ticknor  that  a  lM>ok  fulfilled  Its  nilsiflou  only  when 
it  was  in  the  hands  ot  a  reader,  and  to  aid  in  the  freest 
circulation  of  books  was  the  object  which  he  aimed  to 
accomplish.  His  connection  with  the  Public  Library 
commencedl^ln  1862,  when  the  Trustee-J  submitted  a 
report  on  the  obj«!cU  to  be  attained  by  its  establishment 
and  the  best  mode  of  eflecting  them.  This  report  was 
mainl7  the  work  of  Mr.  Ticknor.  He  presented  the 
outline  of  the  plan  of  a  great  public  library  which  should 
form  part  of  a  comprebeasive  system  of  popular  edooa- 
tion.  &Ir.  Everett  had  for  some  years  a  doubt  of  the 
feasibility  of  certain  portions  of  this  scheme,  but  the 
practical  working  of  the  library  dispelled  all 
doubts,  and  he  fh>cly  accorded  to  Mr.  Ticknor  the 
credit  due  to  him.  It  was  mainly  through  the  Intimacy 
which  existed  between  Mr.  Joshua  Bates  and  Mr. 
Ticknor]  that  the  former  waa  ladnoed  to  make  those 
privat^^donatlona  which  gave  snob  a  powerful  impetus 
to  this  institution.  Aft^'r  the  death  of  Mr.  Everett,  Mr. 
Ticknor  was  chosen  to  succeed  him  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  He  thanked  his  associates  t<x  th< 
honor,  and  then  said,  "  I  am  seventy-four  years  of  age, 
gentlemen ;  I  am  not  able  to  do  nraob,  and  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  do  as  nrocta  aa  I  am  able  to  do."  He  oonttnued, 
however,  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  po«ttion  till 
Jmne,  1M8,  when  be  resigned  the  I'residency,  and  re- 
tired  tiie  following  year  from  his  long  aud  honorable 
connection  with  an  institution  whicti  He  reganied  with 
pride  and  which  be  worked  so  lutrd  to  establish  on  the 
firmest  foundation .  In  1^7,  at  the  reqnest  of  his  friends, 
Mr.  Ticknor  sat  to  Millmore  for  a  but,  which  la  de- 
posited In  the  Library. 

It  is  only  within  a  few  months  that  his  remarkable 
memory  has  shown  evidence  of  decay.  This  fkculty  was 
wonderfully  developed.  He  would  relate  the  incidents 
of  a  visit  paid  to  Lafayette  at  Ia  Orange,  where  he 
parsed  several  days,  as  though  a  tew  weeka  imt««d  of 
scoies  of  years  bad  intervened,  and  his  person^  remi- 
niscences of  celebrated  men  of  former  days  appeared  as 
f^e^bly  Impressed  ui>on  his  mind  as  the  incidents  of  the 
day  previous.  "  Ah,"  said  a  friend  to  Mr.  Ticknor, 
when  he  was  recalling  an  unpleasant  Incident  of  the 
past,  "  your  great  trouble  is  that  you  can't  ever  forget 
anything."  It  would  seem  to  have  been  so,  but  he  did 
not  revive  If  be  held  resentment,  but  adopted  the  more 
Christian  manner  of  recalling  only  what  wa8plt>asantin 
the  past.  His  illness  has  not  l»een  of  long  duration.  He 
frit  that  his  days  were  approaching  an  end  and  be  yield- 
ed with  perfect  resignation  to  the  summons.  On  the 
third  of  January  last  he  had  a  partial  paralysis,  but  he 
retained  his  faculties  till  within  a  few  hours  of  his  death. 
His  eminent  services  to  literature  and  hi*  connection 
with  various  societies  both  In  this  and  foreign  countries 
will  secure  to  the  world  an  appropriate  memorial  of 
this  most  distinguli^hed  Bostonlan. 
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ntudcut  to  a  couvi-nw  with  antiquity ;  ihej  opcnwd  to 
him  a  free  range  among  thoue  great  masters  of  modern 
literature,  who  had  hiiherto  been  veiled  in  the  obscu- 
rity of  a  foreign  idiom.  The  Influonce  of  this  iostruction 
was  80on  viaible  In  the  higher  education  as  well  as  the 
'.itcrary  ardor  shown  by  the  graduates.  Ho  decided  was 
the  Impulw*  thus  given  to  the  popular  sentiment,  that 
considersble  apprehension  was  felt  leet  modem  litera- 
ture was  to  receive  a  disproportionate  share  of  attention 
in  the  scheme  of  cellulate  education."  The  effect  wiis 
thoroughly  good,  as  it  tended  to  enlarge  the  Held  of 
enqulrement  and  the  range  of  thought,  and  to  Professor 
Tlcknor  must  be  glveu  no  small  share  of  the  credit  that 
is  due  to  the  men  who  have  made  our  systems  ol  educa- 
tion broader  and  more  comprehensive  than  they  were 
during  the  early  years  of  our  national  life.  A  more 
catholic  spirit  began  to  prevail,  and  liberal  ideas  became 
popular  and  powerful. 

After  holding  hlB  Profeworshlp  fifteen  years,  Mr. 
Tlcknor  resigned  it,  and  made  a  second  visit  to  Europe 
in'18a5.    Hu  remained  there  three  years,  giving  most  ot 
his  time  to  matters  connected  \vith  the  language  and 
literature  of  Spain.    It  is  a  act  to  be  uoted  that  a  large 
number  ol  the  bert  American  scholars  have  shown  a 
strong  partiality  for  Spanish  subjects  when  writing. 
The  highest  worlcs  of  Washington  Irving  were  devoted 
to  such  subiects,  the  world  owing  to  him  the  bset  LIHb 
of  Columbus  it  has,  and  otlier  works  on  the  history  of 
Spain  and  Spanish  maritime  discovery,  not  to  mention 
lesaer  works  illustrative  of  Spanish  life  and  action.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Sands,  who  died  too  young  to  take  that  place  in 
American  literature  for  which  he  seemed  to  have  been 
borp,  wrote  on  Spanish  themes,  and  proposed  to  give  a 
history  of  the  conquest  of  Mexico,     fienerul  Gushing 
early  gave  bis  attention  to  Spanish  matters,  and  never 
has  altogether  neglected  them,  and  what  he  wrote  there- 
on la  well  wort*  attention.     Mr.  Prescott's  labors  on 
Sj  anish  history  are  known  to  all,  and  are  among  the 
most  popular  of  all  writings.     Mr.  Motley's  writings 
treat  of  subjects  that  are   as   essentially  Spl^nl8h  as 
Dutch;  and  Mr.  Gayarre's  work  on  Philip  II.  is  justly 
admired.    Tliese  writings,  not  to  mention  others,  seem 
to  have  prompted,  in  part  at  least,  a  desire  to  pay  the 
debt  wliich  America  owes  to  Spain,  the  country  under 
whose  patronage  and  banner,  and  at  whose  ccst,  Colum- 
bus made  the  most  memorable  of  voyages.    Mr.  Tioknor 
may  be  set  down  as  entitled  to  the  highest  place  in  this 
distinguished  list  of  Americans.     He  it  was  who  pro- 
cuHKi  attention  to  Spanish  subJecU  in  New  England, 
and    gave    that    direction    to    study    here    which 
lias    wrought    results    so    remarkable.       When     he 
went  abroad  a  second  time,  Mr.  Tlcknor  had  formed 
the  design  to  write  a  history  of  Spanish  literature,  and 
his  studies  and   inquiries   ail  wore  upon  the  subject, 
which  had  assumed  form  and  shape  in  his  mind.    He 
labored  on  the  work  for  more  than  ten  years  after  his 
return  to  America,  and  in  1840  appeared  "  The  History 
of  Spanish  Literature,"  in  three  octavo  volumes,  pub- 
lished by  Harper  &  Brothers.   No  American  has  written 
a  better  historical  work  than  this,  tho'igh  some  Amerl. 
cans  have  written  on  more  popular  historical  themes 
than  that  to  wliich  Mr.  Tlcknor  devoted  so  much  time, 
talents  and  learning.    Most  histories  of  literature  are 
I  tedious  works,  even  when  highly  valuable,  or  they  are 
I  but  briUiant  sketches.    Mr.  Tlcknor's  work  Is  neither 
tedious  nor  sketchy.    It  is  as  briUiant  and  as  phliosophi- 
cally  written  as  it  is  exhaustive.    The  entire  story  of 
Spanish  Literature  is  told,  and  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
account  for  its  pocuHarities,  and  It  Is  the  most  iieculiar 
literature  that  belongs  to  the  modern  worid.    There  is 
a  chanu  about  the  style  of  the  book  that  make<  It  sin- 
gulariy  readable,  while  the  wealth  of  learning  it  con- 
tains renders  it  an  absolute  cyclopedia  concerning  a 
most  important  part  of  the  history  of  the  human  Intel- 
lect.   The  tone  is  high,  the  opinions  are  liberal,  and  the 
conclusions  are  -^ouud,  while  the  general  lesson  it  teaches 
is  eminently  favorable  to  that  law  of  progress  which  it 
is  the  pride  of  the  nineteenth  century  to  recognize,  and 
to  which  It  conforms  its  action.    In  short,  it  U  the  pro- 
duction of  a  deeply  learned  and  soundly  philosophic 
mind;  and  rich  as  our  llti-rature  has  been  made  in  his- 
torical works,  there  Is  In  it  no  work  of  which  enllglit- 
ened'Americans  can  more  fairly  be  proud  than  "The 
History  of  Spanish  Llteiature." 

This  work  was  well  received  by  the  learned  world. 
Tlie  most  eminent  critics,  both  at  h9me  and  abroad, 
awarded  to  It  the  highest  praise,'  and  placed  the  author 
along  side  of  his  countryman  and  friend,  Mr.  Prescott. 
It  was  warmly  received  In  Spain,  whose  scholar?  were 
of  the  best  judgee  of  Its  value;  and  it  wast  immediately 
translated  into  Spanish.    A  not  less  marko.l  indoi-se- 
ment  of  its  worth  was  the  appearance  of  a  German  ver- 
sion, an  honor  to  which  it  never  could  have  attained 
hwi  It  not  been  deserved— for  the  Germans  are  cautious 
of  giving  any  approval  to  fon>lgn  works  that  are  not  of  i 
the  first  class,  as  their  scholarship  has  a  rharacter  to  f 
be  upheld,  which  Is  not    allowed  to  be  imperiled  by  In- 
cautious  approval  or  carelesa  criticism.    The  work  came 
to  a  tliird  cdlUon  in  this  country  in  1808,  which  was 
published  in  Boston  by  Tlcknor  &  Fields,  and  which  U 
enriched  by  the  author's  final  revisions.    It  has  never 
been  so  popular  as  the  hiKtorios  of  Mr.  Prescott  and  Mr. 
Motley;  but  this  is  no  impeachment  of  iU  excellence,  for 
the  reason  Is  obvious:    the  works  of  the  gentlemen 
named  deal  with  the  actmu  of  men,  and  mostly  of  lead 
jng  men,  while  Mr.  Tlcknor's  history  has  to  do,  princi 
pally  with  the  (h<ni<iht$  of  men  who,  for  the  most  part, 
had  small  connection  with  that  bustle  ot  life  wliich  has 
so  ureal  attractions  for  the  vaM  majority  ot  readers. 

In  1868  Mr.  Tlcknor  published  a  "  Life  cf  William 
Hlckllng  Prescott,"  the  historian.    Mr.  Prescott  died, 
suddenly,  at  the  beginning  of  1859.    Ha  and  Mr.  Tlck- 
nor had  been  life-long  friends,  and  the  Influence  of  the 
latter  in  deUrminlng  the  cours.-  of  the  former's  studies, 
anrt  in  that  way  aiding  to  produce  some  of  the  noblest 
of  historical  writings   will  ever  be  among  the  moat 
Interestingfacts  in  the  annals  of  our  literature.    In  the 
nn  flice  Mr".  Tlcknor  said :    "  The  following  memoir  has 
b<en  written  in  part  payment  of  a  debt  which  has  been 
accumulating  for  above  half  a  century.    But  I  think  It 
U  right  to  add  that  my  Wend  counted  upon  me.  In 
case  I' should  survive  hlra.  to  prepare  such  a  slight 
■ketch  of  hta  literary  Ufe  as  he  supposed  might  be  ex- 
D«;ted-that.  since  his  death,  his  family,  and  I  believe 
the  public,  have   dealred   a  biographical   account  of 
him    ampler  than    his   own    modesty     had    deemed 
■ppropriate-and  that  the    Masi'achusetU    Historical 
Society,  who  eariy  did    me   the    honor   of  dInMjting 
me   to  prepare   a   notice    of   their    lamented    asso- 
elate    such    as  It   Is  customary  to    Insert    In     their 
ottcial  proceedings,  have  been  content  to  accept  the 
present  Memoir  m  a  substitute.    It  Is,  therefore,  on  a.l 
accounts,  oifbrr  d  to  the  public  as  a  tribute  to  hi.i  memo- 
ry the  pnM>aratlon  of  which  I  should  not  have  fplt  my- 
self  at  liberty  to  reftue  even  if  I  had  lieen  less  wUling  to 
undertake  it."    The  "Memoir"  was  received  with  (treat, 
but  most  deserved,  favor.    It  Is  the  finest  biographical 
work  ever  prodnwd  in  this  country.    The  subject  alone 
would   have   sulBced   to  make  it  interesting,  but  Mr. 
Tlcknor  so  treated  that  subject  as  to  make  It  additional- 
ly agrw^aWe.  and  to  secure  for  the  volume  a  permanent 
place  in  the  Ulerature  of  the    langMge.    The  work  ww 
published  m  thiw  fbrms:  one,  a  beautiful  quarto;  the 
second,  an  octavo;  and  the  third,  a  duodecimo;  and  it 
found  Itt  imy  Into  the  h»nd»  of  tU  rewlew,  and  was 


cireulatlon  of  books  was  the  object  which  he  aimed  to 
accomplish.     His  connection  with  the  Public  Library 
commencedj^in  1882,  when  the  Trustee*  submitted  a 
report  on  the  objecu  to  be  attained  by  its  estiibllshment 
and  the  best  mode  of  efifecting  them.     This  report  was 
mainly  the  work  of  Mr.  Tlcknor.     He  presented  the 
outltae  of  the  plan  of  a  great  public  library  which  should 
form  part  of  a  comprehensive  systom  of  popular  educa- 
tion.    Mr.  Everett  had  for  some  years  a  doubt  of  the 
feasibility  of  certain  portions  of  this  scheme,  but  the 
practical     working    of     the     library     dispelled     all 
doubts,  and  he  freely  accorded  to  Mr.  Tlcknor   the 
credit  due  to  him.    It  was  mainly  through  the  intimacy 
which  existed  between  Mr.   Joshua   Bates  and  Mr. 
Tlcknor]  that  the  former  was  Induced  to  make  those 
private^donatlons  which  gave  snob  a  powerful  Impetus 
to  this  Institution.    After  the  death  of  Mr.  Everett,  Mr. 
Tlcknor  was  chosen  to  succeed  him  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trusteoe.    He  thanked  his  associates  for  th^ 
honor,  and  then  said,  "  I  am  seventy-four  years  of  age, 
gentlemen ;  I  am  not  able  to  do  orach,  and  I  do  not  In- 
tend to  do  as  much  as  I  am  able  to  do."    He  oontinoed, 
however,  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  position  till 
June,  1866,  when  he  resigned  the  Presidency,  and  re- 
tired the  following  year  f^om  bis  long  and  honorable 
connection  with  an  institution  which  ue  regarded  with 
pride  and  which  he  worked  so  hard  to  establish  on  the 
firmest  foundation.  In  1867,  at  the  request  of  his  friends, 
Mr.  Tlcknor  sat  to  Milimore  for  a  bust,  which  is  do- 
posited  In  the  Library. 

It  is  only  within  a  few  months  that  his  remarkable 
mnnory  has  shown  evidence  of  decay.  This  faculty  was 
wonderfully  developed.    Ho  would  relate  the  incidents 
of  a  visit  paid  to  Lafayette  at  La  Orange,  where  he 
pairsed  several  days,  as  though  a  fbw  weeks  instead  of 
scores  of  years  had  intervened,  and  his  personal  remi- 
niscences of  celebrated  men  of  former  days  appeared  as 
freshly  Impressed  upon  bis  mind  as  the  incidents  of  the 
day  previous.    "  Ah,"  said  a  friend  to  Mr.  Tlcknor, 
when  he  was  recalling  an  unpleasant  Incident  of  the 
past,  "  your  great  trouble  is  that  you  can't  ever  forget 
anything."    It  would  seem  to  have  been  so,  but  he  did 
not  revive  if  he  held  resentment,  but  adopted  the  more 
Christian  manner  of  recalling  only  what  was  pleasant  In 
the  past.    HU  Illness  has  not  been  of  long  duration.  He 
ftlt  that  his  days  were  approaching  an  end  and  he  yield- 
ed with  perfect  resignation  to  the  summons.    On  the 
third  of  January  last  he  had  a  partial  paralysis,  but  he 
retained  his  faculties  till  within  a  few  hours  of  his  death. 
His  eminent  services  to  literature  and  his  connection 
with  various  societies  both  In  this  and  foreign  countries 
'  will  secure  to  the  world  an  appropriate  memorial  of 
this  most  distinguished  Bostonlan. 
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r         ta  »f  American  men  of  letters  have  sustained  the  loss  ot  a 
Boston,  tlio  ranks  of  American  "»«°  ^^,^  ^,i^„,^,  services 

veteran  who  now  for  some  years  has  ^^"  I^^^^/^';';;-   ,j^  tj,!,^,^  lived 
in  the  time  of  his  activity  were  honorable  and  jrrtat.     Mr 

havinf?  been  carefully  instructed  ^^^t^culaied  at  Dartmouth,  and 

«U>.al  life  he  was  ^nt  t.  -^  ;;«^^^   ^:^  :^^::h,  .,e  of  ten  years  and 

.hichtimehewasinhis...een„ 

V,e,  his  a«e  at  the  time  of  ^^^^  ^^  ^  f  j  jtl.-s  in  his  day.  pves  -vi- 
paratively  low  condition  ot  ^^/^'f' ;;%;,,/;., en  he  was  twentytw., 
denceal.oof  hi«  ^>-;-;;:!;^^^  ^  .,  j.^.^ance  of  private  teachers-pur- 
years  old.  ho  had  no  -J^  ^ -^l;^^  ,,,,  ,,,  ,,,,  ,nou«h  ..f  law  to  secure 
sued  classical  studies  for  three^jear  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^,^  ^^^^^_  ^^^^  , 

ins  admission  to  t^-^^.     ^'  ^J^     ',,  ,,,,  ^.^  ,,rmod  a  clear  intention  ot 
1815  he  went  abroad.     Apparently  .,„^a  to  fit  himself  for  h.« 

aevotin.  himself  to  lUerature^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^,^^^  „^^  ,^, 

future  lalK>r8  by  giving  his  »^'""^«  ^  ^^^^^^,.  j.cided  upon  the 

where  afforded.     Moreover,  it  seems  that  l^«  —^^  ■         ^,  ,.^  ,,^,  of 

particular  field  in  which  he  would  -^J; ;;'^;;^;\^^,  i^^secuted  the  re- 
European  residence  was  spent  in  Madrid   where  U     P  ^^.^  ^,^^ 

LrcLs  on  which  is  based  his  most  ""P^j^-^J^^^^,  ^J^as  passed  in  <>er. 
^hile  he  was  abroad,  he  spent  in  ^P-"  -  '^^  ra  "  u^'ntances  and  friends 
„,any.  Italy.  England,  and  Scotlan  .  ^^  ^^  "^;;^^  ,,,„,,,,  which  he 
he  counted  many  of  the  distinguished  "-'"  J^^  '^    ;    „^  j^.^,..,,  Macaulay. 

.-.Ued  ;  he  was  Unown  -\-P-;j,,^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Byron.Goethe.Mudamedehtael.Ro    oe^^^^^^ 

I.rd  Holland,  and  many  more.         '           7^^.,,„  ,.^,.  ,,,„„„«  home  in 

be  of  great  interest,  as  certain  y  lus  co   ver  ^^^.^  ^^^^  ^^^^. 

1820,  he  accepted  a  professorship  in  II   rsard    .«^^J  ^..^j,  ^,,,,,, 

of  the  French  and  Spanish  language     and  I'^J'-*^  ^^,^:^_^^ 

,  «ince  his  time  has  been  filled  by  ''<^;^Z^^^^^-^^^  <>f  ^^^^  ''"■ 
which  year  he  resigned  Ins  P-f^;-  ;'  ^^^^^^  ,,uich  his  success  was 
ties  he  brought  great  ardor  and  ^l'>'^-  "  ^^  ^"  ^^,,,,t  j,  called  a  life  of 

Larked-Mr.  Ticknor  had  every    77^^^*'';j^.^^;;X:,u  delightful  to  him. 

elegant  leisure.     A  life  ''^^^^^     tl      «  -  -rU  l^s  dis- 

and  at  the  same  time  P'-^^^,*^^*';"  "^^'^^^^       ,,,-.,,  and  energetic  man.  who 
position,  his  temperam.mtb.ngtlo-  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

,  n.ight  have  succeeded  as  w.l  tli  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^,^ 

|p.osecutionoflite.arypursuits        n  1830^^^^^^         ^^^^^,^^^  .lamination  of 

L.ne.  and,  after  ^  -->--;;     'ilth  Literature."  he  returned  to  I.>s 
the  materials  for  his     History       ^l  which  his  name 

ton.  and  spent  ten  years  in  ^^^  -'"j-  ^^^^^^^^^  ,„  1^49  ;  and  few  Ameri- 
w ill  be  carried  down  to  P-^*'^"^ ;  f j^ "^  J^^  ^^,,,  „,,„  „,ore  creditable  to 
can  booUs  whether  ^^  ;;^Z^^^^  ^^  among  h-vers  of  the  Hpan- 
American  literature.     Doubt  ess,  ^^^  of  ,,uestion 

i«h  poetry,  of  which  Mr.  Ticknor  ^l'^^'^';,^^,.,,..  He  was  so 
as  to  the  justice  or  as  to  the  value  of  '^''^ol  Zsone^oulA  feel  itneres- 
tar  from  being  a  man  to  ^^^^^^  ^f^^  :TZ  no  f.-ar  in  d-clining 
.ary  to  pay  entire  ^^«'«-- ^^;^  l'  ,  "'t;  u.ere  is  agreement  among 
to   give  them   very  «^"^'""%^''*  "''"^  ^,5,  book  is  of  exceedingly  great 

.tudenta  of  the  ^i-J-^^.r/.X  1  "  '"^^  ^^  ^^^  ^""»^"'' "  ^"' 
belp  to  them-is,  indeed.  ^  ^^^  "*  "  ^;\^^^,„,  i„„gUt  to  its  preparation  a 
there  is  nowhere  any  question  that  Its  aut  g      f^^bfulness  which 

degree  of  laboriousness.  Vaowledge.  »"^''l^'^;";;;j;",,^  ^.^^^,,  ,,  ,  ,„.t 
is  rare  everywhere,  and  is  here  so  rare    s  to  ^^\^^^         ^^^^^^  ,..„  ,,.. 

bnnorable  place  am.mg  ^^^X^:;  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

l.lt  as  a  great  loss  not  only  b    the  literary  c  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  .^ 

by  the  best  social  circles  n.  h.^ mjU^e  .t^  1^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  .  ^  ^^_^^^  ^^^ 
attainments,  reputation,  and  ^fj^^^J'.-.^ent  citizens  of  lioston - 
inherently  theirs.     He  was  ^  ^^Ijl,  ,,^^  ,,.0  owe  to  the  city 

who  make  Oie  <^}^  J^^^^^''^^;^;^^ o.eA  them  or  their  families 
and  their  place  in  it  more   han  the  <^^^y^'^'  e^icknor  was  a 

It  is.  perhaps,  not  worth  while  ^«  -/^^-^^^^j:^'^:.  ^^,  Uiink  the  Uadi- 

1  th.'  Bnston  rublic  Library- 


A  Remarkable  L.ibrary. 

We  are  very  glad  to  assist  in  making  known  the 
nropoBitlon  of  the  subjoined  Circular  for  the  sale 
of  the  rare  and  valuable  collection  of  books  which 
it  describes  In  terras  of  such  high  commendation. 
Thp  authority  of  Dr.  Cogswell  on  such  a  subject  is 
beyond  question.    There  can  hardly  be  ji.  doubt 
that,  long  before  the  period  limited  by  the  Circu- 
lar, a  sale  will  be  eflfected  of  such  a  treasure  for  a 
private  person  or  a  public  institution,  satisfactory 
to  the  family  now  in  possession  of  it,  and  to  the 
fortunate  purchaser. 

Blbliotbeca   HlstorlMt  Americana. 
LIBUAKY  OK  THE  LATK  PRESIDENT  SPARKS. 

Your  attention  is  respecttuUy  desired  to  the  sale 
of  the  large  and  valuable  library  of  the  la  e  PreHi- 
dent  Sparks,  of  Harvard  College,  Cambridge.  I 
is  Jhe  wish  of  the  family  that  the  coUec  ion  should 
be  sol^  as  a  whole  by  private  sh  e,  and  it  is  now 
offered  in  accordance  with  that  object. 

-nTe  following  letter  is  voluniarily  oflered  by 
Dr.  Cogswell,  late  Librarian,  and  largely  the  col- 
lector, of  the  Astor  Library,  New  lork.  It  re- 
nresentt  a  judgment  on  which  scholars  are  pre- 
pared to  re  y,  giving  a  general  idea  of  the  value  ol 
this  collection  and  the  character  ot  the  workn, 
with     several   of    its  important  and  interesting 

^^•?\fav7carctully  examined  the  catalogue  of  the 
aoarks'     library,    and    the   books,   thoutrh     less 
fhorouKhly,  and  have  no  hesitation  m  saying  that 
n  the  depanment  of  American  History,  parlicu- 
KrlyVorth  American,  so  rich  a  co  lection  could 
not  now  be  brought  together  in  a  hfe  time,  even 
w«reacar«e.Wanc/ie  order  given  to  an  agent 
Mr  Soarks'  high  reputation  as  an  historian,  and 
Jl  ihe^brographer  of   several  of  the  most  d.st.n- 
Kuished  men  America  has  produced,  enabled  bun 
fo  obtain  many    books    and    manuscripts    which 
money  could  not  buy.    That  circumstance  gives  a 
Siar  character  to  the  Library,  and  makes  It 
Sear  y  Invaluable.    It  would  enrich  any^.f^rnied 
ihrarv   hud  make  any  American  Institution  be- 
Lnningfofo?^Uslib?^^^  richer  at  the  start  m 
EmJst  important  department  than  those  which 
'kTv^beenTientury   in   reaching   their  present 

*'^l'' Catalogue  has  been  prepared  by  C.  A.  Cutter, 
Esq.,  LtbSian  of  the  iBoston  Aihenaum,  who 

^*"ATlight  examination  will  show  that  some  of 
the  books  are  extremely  rare,  a  large  portion  ot 
theliSary  is  uncommon,  and  that  nearly  th« 
whole  is  of  decided  historical  value." 

In  the  Ubrary  will  be  found  the  valuable  manu- 
script-Bibliotheca  Americana,"  in  neven  cos  iy 
volumes  by  A.  Homer,  Fellow  of  Magdalen  Col- 
ore Oxfor\l  He  is  known  to  have  been  engaged 
in  n99  on  this  work.  It  not  only  gives  the  works, 
but  where  they  may  be  found,  an  important  de., 1- 

eratum  to  the  Student.  -It  ^^.' I'^Zt^l^'^tu!^^' 
Another  important  manuscript,  that  ot  A  odo 
UNO  never  published),  A  Dictionary  of  Authors 
who  have  written  on  America,  in  ditterent  lan- 
^..Vires  of  their  times,  country,  age,  and  works, 
SSfron  aMS.foundin  Madrid.  Alcedo  was 
Shorof  a  large  Geographical  Dictionary.  Both 
Sf  the  above-named  works  were  copied  a»  great  ex- 
nensl  for  Mr.  Sparks.  The  manuscript  >faps  and 
KaSsused  by  Svashington,  often  with  his  aulo- 
irinh  those  also  beautifUily  made  for  Mr.  Sparks, 
S  superintended  by  General  Lafayette  at  Pans 
;"on  hisown  manuscripts,  are  conl^rmatx,ry  and 
Uuitralive  of  the  unique  value  of  this  lii'rary. 

Autographs  ol  Washington,  Franklin  and  Lafay- 
vette  This  rare  volume,  arranged  by  Mr.  Sparks, 
Ind  certified  by  him,  is  reserved  to  be  sold  by  O- 
le\(  It  contains  twenty-six  autographs  of  some 
of  the  most  interesting  and  important  •Hf""f  ^j'^I^J* 
tn  which  these  names  can  add  value.  1  wo  only 
Lre  from  Lafayette.  One  of  these  is  to  Wash.uB- 
?o^  another  re  ates  to  his  own  MS.  contributions 
tS  the  proposed  history  of  the  Revolution,  and  of 
Washington,  and  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Spa/ks. 

The  library  is  oftered  with  or  without  the  MSS. 
\pplication9raaybemadeto  the  family  at  Cam- 
brUlie,  at  any  time  within  five  weeks  of  this  date 
"^  A  limited  numk^r  of  the  Catalogues  may  be  had 
on  application  to  Sever,  Francis  A  Co..  21  Brom- 
field  Street,  Boston,  and  Harvard  Square,  Cam- 
hridire.    Price  50  cents. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  January  23, 187L 


Thk    IV>ston    Pu»i4C    Lihk.\rv.    Th«    lat.* 
(.Jeorgt*  Tick  nor  waa  one  of   the  earlit'st  and 
iiu*t  efficient  friendi  of  this  institution,  and   it 
i*  plcMant  to  know  th%t  the  sedulou?  care  ho 
U  ok  of  it,  while  living,  has  r»v«>lTed  a  new  ex- 
prt«!k>n  in  testanunlar)  liequests.     Ho  has  left 
to  it  his  unrivalled    c<»U»ction    of    about   four 
tliousand  volumes  ^  Spanish  works  and  sev-  u 
hundred   volume  of  I^>rtuge*<•,  toRtther  with 
four  thousand  dollars  to  add  to  thoir  imniltf  r 
and  kiM^p  them  iti  good  condition;  both  legacie,^ 
to  take  effect  after  tho  dt-cea*'  of  hia  widow, 
riy  this  act  th«*  accomplished  scholar  will  con- 
tinue to  manifost  that  strong  aud  lilieral  inti-r- 
<st  in  tiio  cause  of  lettf-m,  which  was  so  uni- 
formly expressed  l)y  him  in  his  largf  literary 
hospitality  whilst  living,  and  connect  hi»  mem- 
ory iudis»iolul>ly  with    thn   flno    enterprise  of 
which  bo  was  nlway*  so  mindful  in  word  aud 
■'.eed. 


~"]rBii»'^«  MoBMiwe.  V*B.Ji». 

""     "   ^Ttoe  PttWlc  Library. 

era  to  one  great  »aaun»»M  ^^^^  ^^^^,^^ 

of  the  rublic  iJb^ary-^auu^      ^^^,^,^  ^„,t 

hall-and  I  think  »•• '»  f,™°"o„  the  ciUieuB  ot 
"warrantable  '"'Pl»^^"baH  condiicled  in  the 
lio»t,.n  to  have  the  PPer^^a^^j  „„«  ««"T.;^l 
manner  it  is.  ^^^^  'uJihree-nuartcM  of  an 
for  a  book;  1  ^'*"®i\{,Tj,  when  1  went  to  »ee  If 
hour  for  a  iK.ok,  ^°^  *)if"{,*  k  n,y  card  was  no- 
the  attendauthadgotuieuooi.      y^^^j..^^  ^^  ^ 

where  to  be  louml,  th«y  »'aa^  ^„,^,,,  ^^  ,hat 
So  I  lost  my  c»»^>  ",  myselt  liaT,e  seen  B<'n- 
lauUy  »"»"K""*'^*ii  andWiU  next  day  lor  their 
tlemen  leave  the  hj*".  *° ^.^^ndauu  been  in  pro- 
book8~«o  l?»«^'tJi.herfor  t  I'opo  l»'e  »'^™: 
rian  wiU  ^lee  thus  article  anu  j^^,j  y^  y^\\ 

for  the  fteouentcrs  of  the  u  .pe  ^  ^ 

when  a  book  \^  ^^l^^^^^^^T^U  uncalledlor 


Par  Noblle   Fratrum. 

riny  years  ago  two  young  mwu,  one  a  native  of  this 
cily  Hn<l  the  otl  er  of  Ipswith,  were  in  Europe  pursuing | 
their  btudies  at  Oottiugc-u,  and  lluding  their  way,  lu 
tlieir  wanaeiings  about  the  Continent,  into  tlie  most  hc 
lect  literary  circles.    They  ma.lclheir  mark  then  with 
the  persons  with  wlio.u  Uiey  cuiue  in  contact.    Sir  Wal- 
ter Scott,  in  his  pnh!ish»-d  .liny,  makes  record  of  tl 
impression  thov  made  upon  him.  Tliey  formed  a-so. 
ti.ms  to  be  h.ng  .ai.luring,  aud  probed  the  secrets  and 
,.OBSibililie>,  ol  bo.,k  marts  in  u  way  tliat  «as  .iestini-d 
to  a'-MKt  them   in   rendering  their  lVllo«-.:iti7.en«  great 
Bcrvicesinthcfuturc-theouein  Xew  York  and  the 
other  in  Boftou.    Our  to\vn.xman,  Mr.  George  Tnknor, 
died  at  nearly  eighty,  on  Thursday  last.   The  other.  Dr. 
Cogswell,  is  still  living  in  houured  retirement  at  Cuiii- 
oridgc.    To  the  former  the  rublic  Libi  urv  of  the  city  of  | 
liOhl(»n  owes  more  than  ran  be  known  to  any  who  have 
not  been  cognizant  of  his  untiring  endeavors  through 
many  years;  and  to  Dr.  Cogswell  the  Aslor  Library  is 
iDdcbted  for  almost  all  that  it  is,  independent  of  the  | 
neccssaiv  moneys  which  itn  founder  and  Ids  son  have 
bestowed  upon  it.    Almost  without  assi.-tance.  buymg 
u,  person  at  home  and  aiiroad,  arranging  ami  catalogue 
log  with  his  own  hand,  and  with   an  almost  fastidious 
refusal  to  have  the  ecript  of  another  appear  among  its  | 
records,  he  accomplishe.la  work  that  might  reasonably 
seem  of  fourloM  the  extent  that  any  other  could  hope 
to  effect.    Aud  wlan  he  res-gned  its  charge,  held  for  so  1 
many  years  at  the  instance  of  its  foun.ler,  he  left  with 
It  his  own   bildiogiuphical  collectiou,  gathered  with 
great  care,  an<l  |.rot.al.iy  in  many  respects  the  best  ai- 
paratus  for  •fia  catalogue  yet  collected   in  America. 

Mr,  Tirknor's  ^pheic  of  like  labors  lay  in  IJoBt..n. 
Mr.  F.veieit,  the  »h   iinian  of  the  preliminaiy  board  of  ] 
trustees,  resigned  the  di awing  up  of  the  report  that 
sketched  the  plan  and  prellguied  the  polity  of  our  Pub 
lie  Litoary,  to  ihe  hand  of  his  associate.    Mr.  Ticknor  | 
possessed  at  one  time  probatdy  the  largest  library  in 
Boston,  public  or  private,  aud  it  has  coutinue.l  to  hold 
the  nrst  rank  among  pi  ivale  collections,  botli  l..r  extent 
and  value.    He  had   not   been   sparing  of  granting^Jtb 
catalogues  to  all  who  nUght  desire  them.    He  problbiy 
had  a  better  knowledge  of  the  market  for  books  tljan 
any  other  collector  in  Boston.  His  mind  was  eminently 
piartical;  his  mental  habits  were  ol  remarkable  precit- 
lon  and  acenracy,  and  his  memory  of  a  power  that  had 
constantly  excited  the  wonder  of  his  asno.  iates.    His 
fame  as  a  scholar  was  world-wi.le :  his  literary  reputa- 
tion was  undisputed.   With  such  fllnes.,  with  a  habit  of 
work  that  never  yieldcl,  it   were   not  sirange    that  he 
assumed  the  leading  pla-  e  among  th.-  few  who  alway- 
in  such  undertakn.gh  have  the  burdens  to  carry  and  tlie 
plans  to  form.    Hi«  strength  was  as  MnyicJding  as  his 
dispo»itiou.     A"   the   library  grew  and  th  •  ne«l  ol  a 
responsible  executive  officer  was  felt, the  late  Piol.-«sor 
lewett  was  called  to  assume  its  Miiwrintcndemy      I  he 
energy  of  Mr.  Ti.  knor  still  continued  unnliat<d,and  thel 
Superintendent  luund  a  inobt  indefatigiblc  e.^laboralorl 
.n  him,  both  as  a  truMee  and  .  s  President  «f  the  board! 
-MO  ufflre  which  he  nile.l  alter  the  death  of  Mr.  Ever  | 
elt  until  his  own  retirement  from  oftlce  in  IHOtl. 

Mr.  TickHor  has  been,  after  Mr.  Bates  and  Theodorel 
Parker,  the  moht  mnniflcent  giver  of  books  to  the  I'ubl 
lie  Library,  some  five  thousand  volumes  bearing  thcj 
maika  of  his  interest  in  the  growth  of  the  in»tilutlou. 


PXJBLIC     LIBRARIES 

Euglish  ftnd  American  Libraries  Compared 


WHatare  known  in  this  country  as  Public  LI-  \ 
hr»rie«   and  in  England  as  Free  Toirn  Librar.es,  . 
STSiiXn.  Of  ^rr  recent  dale,  the  oldest  not  ! 
haTing  be«.  in  practical  operatioa  twenty-oae 
vel^     Free  libraries   and  free  town  Ubrarte. 
hay^cxisted  in  France.  Germany,  and  other  parts 
Jf(^inentalBuroie,for  more  than  three  hun-  i 
^«H     years,     bot     la     tb«ir    objects,     admm- 
^atiJa^d     nseftxlne..,    they    resemble     the 
modern  insUtutions  which  we  are  to  consider  in 
TcS^bat  a  name.     They   are   «>Ueot,o^  of 
bo^  rlren  from  time  to  Ume  by  pious  w<.le.liu- 
Z,  and  wealthy  pMrons,  which  arj  «*ed  chiefly 
by  fcholan.  for  purpose*  of  «f««T.  JJ.  ^ 
Library  of  Lyons,  in  France,  for  i°*^»"'  '^ 
founded  m  1530.  and  conUln.  now  about   ICO.OOO 
-TZ^     n^.  are  Isaued  only  In  special  ca*e., 
;;«  authorised  by  the  Mayor.    There  are,  or 
were  bef  -re  the  present  war,  twelve  such  Ubranes 
in  France,  five  of  which  number  orer  lOO.uOO  toI- 
umes.    Their  book,  do  no»  circulate  •'=<»«»5J^« 
l>eople.  and  their  readlmr-room.  are  frequented  by 
gwpe^o"*-    The  highest  daily  average  of  redd- 
en b  At  the  library  at  Toi'louic,  namely,  ivi  per- 
M>Bi:  and  the  lowest  at  Aix,  18  persons. 

fn  Gertuanv  nearly  the  saaie  sUte  of  affairs  has 
eiiUed.  The  Free  Library  at  Hamburg  w** 
"uiHled  in  15«.  in  im  ft  had  190,000  rolmn^ 
and  5,«»'  mann«nript».  The  same  year  only  4  WO 
volume,  were  taken  out.  The  Llbr«-y  of  Fraok; 
rith  84,000  Tolumw    issoed  l,ww. 


teen  yean;"  and  thia  with  acirculatlon  of  nearly 
»  million  Tolume*  annually.  ,««»  .i« 

The  UTerpool  Library  was  opened  »» "«.  '1. 
weeks  subsequent  to  the  opening  of  the  M"«J«- 
terLlbrarr.    The  Sheffield,  Cambridge  and  Bol- 
Z  Libraries  were  op«,ed  in  18«.  and  t^Oxfor 
Library  in  18M.  all  under  the  act  of  18».  whic 
w^  TeVy  fer>«)m  being  as  liberal  as  tHe c.roum 
st»uce»  .equ'red-    lu  ItoS  a  «e«r  »cl  wa.  pa,*ed  i 
Xdv  t^e  defects.    It  prorMed  tibat  muu.cU>a 
corporations  with  a  population  of  5,0UO  could  af... 
JJ.  m«,lveso.  the  act;  itr.i.e.1  the  ratetoone  penu 

ii.  the  pound,  and  made  the  proceeds  .Tallable  fo 
hepuK^naseof  books,  pe.ludicals  and   ne«sp. 
pers,   and   for    meeting    all  the  expeunwof  th 
library.    New  libraries  spraug  up  at  Birkeuho-. 
i  Kidderminster,    Uamiugtoo,    VT*^^"''^^«'"    »"' 
other  places,  under  this  act.    lu  1««  tbe  act  w. 
■  further  amended,  and  j.rovlded  that  any  ten  rate 
Inayers    miBht     secure  the  doe  oonTen.ng  o 
1  miting  to  consider  whether  a  library  should  b 
.  «ubU»hed;  rAluced  the  needful  ^^^'^''U';' 
\  twn  thirds  to  one  half  the  pervons  as.emhled,  an 
1  removed  the  limit  a*  to  population,    the  law... 

England,  with   re^H>ct  to  th«i*   iostuutions,  a.. 

now  as  liberal  a*  could  be  dr»Ired. 
'.      Liyer,  o«l  hhs  levied  the  lull  ».™<>''°*  P*""'^ 

by  the  law;  Mancbe-tr  ^   «»»''°"^f,'7 '^; 
'  slK,ut   one-half.    The   Uir  provide,  that  all  th 

libraries  and  museums  established  by  these  ac. 

shall  be  opcu  to  the  public  liee  ot  all  charge.    P*- 

limitation  is  allowed  a«  w  »«e  <»  condmou  ». 

'Ilnthe  KngUsh  libraries  the  P-^^P*?*'^' J^*^, 
proM,  notion  bear.  u»  ot.«r  ela—  d  ^^^*^'^ 
isirreaUr  even  than  in  this   .^untry.    In   ihei 
a'tXth.  circulation  i.  usually   In  Ju-ied  uu 
der  the  el•gan^  bat  iadeflnit^  heading  of     Liter- 
ISrand^olygraphy."    In  the  clas.iflcatloa  o 
the  books  u,ed   in  the  consulting  «>«'  *  ^""'"J^^. 
the  Liverpool  Library  In  \m,  the  record  i.  U^o. 
theology  and  philosophy,  16  860  volume*;  hi.tory. 


fort-on-Maine  w..-  "^-.T-'^-^Y.^^ed  1,300.    It      iheolog^  ind  philosophy,  16  860  volumes;  n.swr,, 
:      .  ,-_  »u»»,...«  of  the  oeople.    When  we      arts,  6»,0t».  Uteraturt  ana  pu  jra     p 


and  not  for  the  masses  of  the  people.  Wh«n  we 
«*  against  these  figures  the  statistics  of  the  ^^ee 
S.^ry  of  Liverpool,  in  England  -th  ^^»  TOl- 
a»e.  in  UeS,  having  an  aggregate  »""«  t^»*  f " 
of  9«5W91  volumes,  we  begin  to  see  difference  in 
^eTrrctical  resulu.  of  the  old  and  the  new  sys- 
tems of  conducting  i  Free  T«wn  Library 

A  modern   Public,  or   Free  Town.  Library  te 
^ed  on  the  same  principles  as  that  on  *hkh  f  ree 
^mon  scbooisrest^that  the  proi>erty -holder*  . a 
every  community  have  an  interest  that  e^^n"  l"; 
dS.l  be  educated  at  the  public  expense:  that 
no  community  can  afford  to  allow  it»  c.tuens  to 
Tvein  ignorance;   and  that  it  costs    le*^' »»*♦«' 
lonVmn;  to  proTide  schooU  and  Ubraries  than 
i„1  "nUarie.  «id  work-house..    Our  educational 
Z^Z  rests  we  are  aware,  on  broader  and  nobler 
principles  than  this;  but  the  above  are  sufficient 
Kace  before  the  rich   and  miserly  t^^-we' 
who  can  best  appreciate  tb»t  which  appeals  to  his 
^  in" .rself'p'reservation.    The  Public  Ubr.,7 
.1raws  lU  sup,H>rt  from  the  property  and  not  frotn 
the  i^rsons,  or  charities  of  a  community.    It  »  aa 
XJational,  and  not  a  chariUble    '"»«»««»;;" 
provides  healthful  reading,  butdoe*  not  presum 
L  hi  a  censor  of  the  public  taste  In  this  respect 
U     limlshes      book.     sucl.     as     the     veteran 
lilK>lar     re*i     with     avidity     In     his     youth- 
ful    days,      awl     which,      as      he     has     now 
outgrown  his  puerile  ta,tes.  he  pronounoes  Jro**, 
t^fu  surprised  that  Board,  of  Managers  should 
Z,  such  lxK,ks  in  a  public  library.    It  takes  the 
ienerons  p«blia  as  it  i*,  and  furnishe.  swA  good 
Sooksas  the  generous  public  will  "^d-    ^°"^f 

persons,  and  those  of  ""'""TT'IlSl.  „hl 
^all  literary  cultur-N  do  not  take  ^mdly  to  phl- 
lo«)|.by.  metaphvsie..  theology  or  history  of  the 
s^elier  type.    Ibey  Uke  all  these  In  the  form  of 
tLnCB  and  action,  with    avidity.     When    he 
haMt  of  reaiJIng  I.  once  formed,  they  grow  out  of 
thi^tatothe  higher  realms  of  literature,  and  Mr 
WIffla,    Bamllton.    MiU,   Jeremy  Taylor   ~.d 
Froude  are  road  with  pleasure  and  profit.    With- 
ont  M«ethlngto  r^mU  wliteli  will   mn^t  tfcelr 
•ttention  and  cultiv^  a  baWt  of  rea-iing,  the, 
Wibroughllfe  without  a  J^owl^ige  of  b^>^^ 

H>orce<rf  entertainment  and  happiness. 

Ourlimitodo  not  admit  of  our  alluding  ta  the 
prMtical  advanta^e^  of  a  Pvblic  Library  on  th  ■ 
ani.tic,  n.eihanical,  scientific,  business  and 
social  interest,  of  a  community.  »;y J"'°«f'«; 
to  all  corners,  free  of  cos^  the  standard  books  in 
»llthe,.e  dcpartmeoto.  Otir  purpoae  is  now  to 
tlVak  of  the  oriKin  and  history  of  ttie  modern 
i<1ea  t.t  a  Public  Library. 

The  germ  of  this  idea  lies  In  the  right  of  a  com- 
munity ;o  levy  a  tax  on  the  property  of  that  «>m^ 
mvuity  for  the  esfabli>bm*3t  and  support  of  su-  b 
Tn T^tituuon.    such  a  right  can  only  be  grant^ 
^.y  legislative  .«th,rity.    Up  to  the  F'»'»^f  J^ 
su-h  right  existed  in  Englmd  or  Ameriea.    Like 
tie  dtJovery  of  the  an^thetic  propenH^  of  su^- 
iTutic  ether,  and  the  iavention  of  the  eleotric 
Llrg«i*,  th;  pnyect  was  under  consldoratioa  m 
roth"rnt.ie.  aUut  the  ^'"^  «»*-"«' 'J*, ^""l 
ic.u  was  the  fir.t  to  conceive  the  W-  "d  the  fl«t 
to  p.t  It  into  execution.    On  the  H.h  of  O^ber. 
t^  Jo.iah   Qnincy,  jun ,    Mayor    of    A-toju 
.cut  to  the   City  CouncU    a    meMaje,    sett.nf 
orth    the    deslraWUty    and    need  of   a    1««^ 
librarj,  and  sUted   that   •  "^^»  '^,  ?f '^'^ 
flTC  4oo.a»d  dollar,   toward    that  o'jjert.      It 

afterward  appear^Hl  that  ^f^^'Z^JVZ 
e*^  than  himself.    The  Council  ac^ptedtbe  A>aa- 
tioD  and  voiedte  fumUh  a  building,  and  fixture, 
for  the  same,  whenever  |»,000  was  sub*orib«l  for 
book^     The  Ma^achwstU  LegUlature  was  aUo 
peUtioned  to  grant  »  special  act   authorUlng  the 
citv  of  Boston  to  -establish  and  mainum  a  Pnb- 
licLibrary  lor  the  benefit  of  all  its  inhabitants. 
Such  an  act  was  passed  forthwith.    In l?fc  a-jom 
.pedal  c^nmitttee  on  the  Library"  was  appointal 
I  Kverett  gave  1,000  volumes.    In 
i ^  I...  M ^  ■  ^  r,  John  P.  Bigelow,  gave  $1,000.     In 
February.  lOS,  the  donation,  of  books  amounted 
to  4  W.  when  a  Board  of  Trosteea  and  a  Libra- 
nan  were  elected.    Before  the  close  of  that  year 
the  donations  in  money  (esclnslTe  of  the  book- 
.mooftied   to  rs.OOO.      In   1»1    the  Legl»latnr 
,,.*«t    m   wBKTal   act,  authorliing  any  city 

r  the  support  of  a  Pnbli 
;^, ..     :        .  -  turn  to  England. 

St  14,  l«B»,  by  art  .      i  '      >        •    '^'^•^^ 

rmitted  %v  pui  li.v       ■    *■  .n    q 

.   'Win  JOB  have  all  • 

r  pTrtvidinir  a  town  11'  rk*"  i^* 


8U,031;  pontics  anu  I uu."''*'--*-^  —  '  -  Am.MS- 

ar^.  (MM;  literature  and  polygraphf,  4«,t»», 
^  S^.    one   of  tne   report,  of  the   Llver- 
'^l\^y  tais  US  in  plain  terms  that  the  use  of 
novels  tales  and  n,mances,  in  iu  coLsu^lng  de- 
p:;m;ntinoue  year  was  189.B41   -»«--•  ^^ 
and  above  an  enormous  useof  periodical  publi- 
:tlntof  whi.h prose  fiction  is  the  .taple^n  the 
^.anchester  Library  tbe  «lrc,dat ion  of  pro^  dc 
tioni,  «ve.eighths  o.  the  -^f'^f  "^^'"'^JL 
the     Librarian     boasts      that    be       "" 
but     nbe     sundard     masterpieces    of    Br.tbh 
S     foreign     novelist.."       In      thU     c<m»try 
^e  circ^l^on  of  prose  fiction  is  about  one-half 
of  thritire  issue,    in  Sheffield   is  a  rea^hng- 
Tooin    for    women,   capable  of    ac«ommo.i»tiag 
tM  tv-five  perM^ns,  uh.ch  U  adequau^  to  the  de- 
ilnd^  uporit.    The  reading-room  for  men  a^- 
rommo<la?^  one  hundred  an  l  twenty  1^,^-^^-^' 
..urini  evening,  throughout  the>ear  u  crowded 

"j;re"o7thrp"bllc  Ubranes  in  this  country  lutv. 
,e   come  up  to  the  standard  of  usefuln^swh^U 
theVngli»h  libraries  have  reached.    The  B«ton 
Ubr^    is    the   lnrge».,  containing   now    abou 
O  ^Jumes,  .ith  au  .nnual   clrculatloa  o. 
U.;  than  «),0UO.    This,  however  -  ^----^; 
The  average   daily   circul^Uon  during  the  p.^t 
iontS  w«    1,1»  volumes,  against  1,036  for  the 
rrmpon'lng   month   la^t  >ear.    This  include. 
She  X>  of  both  the  circulating  and  reference 
^    alls     The  average  dally  circulation  o.  the  wn- 
..nnati    Public    Library  for    the  past  week  h^ 
^n  455  volumes,  the  highest  It  ha-  ever  reach^, 
.Td  indicat<^  th.t  the  use  of  bo.ks  has  more  tuan 

Lubled  sin.e  the  new  r«Hns  ^Z'J^^ff,^  Z 
rumber  of  voluoie.   issued   )e.u;rda)  J^^^ 
The  entire  circulation  of  the  last  year  was  80,066 

'Thr^bliclibrari«^  esUbli^hci  in  »f ^t  of  the 
cities  and  la.ge  towns  of  New  England,  are 
inurishing,  v.hile  the  libraries  <^n°-te.l  with  he 
colleges  are  m  a  starving  condition.  The  otate-l 
IncoTtbr  .he  support  of  H-"-i^«^'^r«^ 
has  been  lauo  a  year.  '*t"^»"*^**^^*^  •^/;1  * 
a..dc  u.  endow  it,  but  with  wbat  ^-^'^^^ ^^ 

Cttons   of    book,   and   money,    all  accession, 
ruldcease.    The  town  of  W  aterbu^.^-- 

Snrh"  linrasU^andth^people  think 

^'^/^t^' uCaTof  England  havobeen 
The  Fr*  town  enterpri.m,' 

ro^rbli^rrm^'leTaod  Unless  intelUg^t  com^ 
'^^^i.les  many  of  th.m  have  ^-^^  J^^^^  "^^l 
l.cople.  after  the  novelty  wore  off,  «f^  »  » 
LLelves  to  purchsM.  -^jJ^^^^^^^^L 

brary.like  a  *«t^-^°  '  .^^^t^^fre'o^l* 
t^Aim  Ik*  interest  8«i  OS '«*•»    «»«":''*=•'= 

"^'.V^H^cor  ...  P-.  .went,  r»n^ 
to  w>int  to  the  fact  that  the  permanent  •«»«•»■ 
r^bllc  library  is  assu«d  only  -»'«°  l^^-Jy, 
;owe.l,and  has  funds  «l*t|.  ^«'^^^J'  't^'^f; 
other  than  what  It  annually  draw,  from  t^  dtr 
or  town  treasury.  Fitaof  economy  cou«  oW  t  • 
^rrfpeopUo^casionally.aud^lthanexch^    • 

^Lo^  the  institution  is  »«»«  toouUlre  ^- 
Vjum*.  we  make  thl.  suggestion  with  the  hop^ 
tS^^me  weaiU^y  and  public  spirited  ^il«««  or 
citT«ns  wUl  endow  the  Public  Library  of  Cmc. 
natL 


At 
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thesr  c«ti 

IPVil, 

C!     "'  ■ 


n  WM  liir'f'''^  t'T 
f«als,ar. 


'.  ftie?  pofi* 


era  ib  «t  the  library  a 

honii  »nd  the  lowest  at  Aix,  18  pcrsouR. 

In  Oermany  nearly  the  same  ctate  of  affairs  has 
exUted.     Ihe    Free    Mbrarj  at  Hamburg  wj* 
foumltd   in  1689-    In  18G9  It  had  190,000  relumes 
and  R,oeO  manuscripts.     The  same  year  only  4,0U0 
volumes  were  taken  out.    The  Library  of  rrank- 
fort-on-Maine  with  84,000  volume   Issued  «,000; 
and  that  at  I^ipiig.  with  113,000,  Issued  1,500.    It 
will  be  &een  that  these  are  libraries  for  scholars 
and  not  for  the  ma88««8  of  the  people.    When  we 
i0t  against  these  Hgures  the  statistics  of  the  Free 
Library  of  Liverpool,  iu  England,  with  86,f 33  Tol- 
uipoh  in  U68,  having  an  aggregate  issue  that  year 
of  9e«,W>l  volume.^,  we  begin  to  see  difference  In 
tbe  practical  results  of  the  old  and  the  new  ays- 
temb  of  conducting  i  Free  Town  Library. 

A  modern   Public,  or   Free  Town,  Library  U 
ba6e<l  on  the  same  principles  as  that  on  which  free 
common  schoc^srest^that  the  property -holder*  in 
every  community  have  an  interest  that  every  in- 
dividual be  educated  at  the  public  expense;  that 
no  community  can  afford  to  allow  its  citizens  to 
live  in  Ignorance;  and  that  it  costs   le»s,  in  the 
long  nin,  to  provide  schools  and  Ubraries  than 
penitentiaries  and  work-houses.    Our  educational 
system  rests,  wo  are  aware,  on  broader  and  nobler 
principles  than  this;  but  the  above  arc  sufficient 
to  place  l)efore  the  rich   and   miserly  tax-payer 
who  can  best  appreciate  thftt  which  appeals  to  his 
instinct  of  self-preservation.    The  Public  Library 
draws  Its  support  from  the  property  and  not  from 
the  persons,  or  charities  of  a  community.    It  is  an 
educational,  and  not  a  charitable    institution.    It 
provides  healthful  reading,  but  does  not  presum  i 
to  be  a  censor  of  the  public  t&ste  in  this  respect 
It     furnishes      books     sucli     as     the     veteran 
scholar     read     with     avidity     in     his     youth- 
ful    days,      and      which,      as      he     has     now 
outgrown  his  puerile  tastes,  he  pronounces  tra»h, 
and  is  surpri.ied  that  Boards  of  Mauagers  should 
put  such  books  in  a  public  library.    It  takes  the 
generous  publis  as  it  N,  and  furni^^hes  such  good 
books  as  the  generous  public  will  read.    Young 
persons,  and  those   of  maturer  years,  who  have 
small  literary  culture  do  not  take  kindly  to  phi- 
losophy, metaphysiea,  theology  or  history  of  the 
statelier  type.    They  take  all  these  in  the  form  of 
romance  and  flwion,  with    avidity.     When  the 
habit  of  reading  is  ouoe  formed,  they  grow  out  of 
thih  into  the  higher  realms  of  literature,  aud  Sir 
William   Hamilton,    Mill,  Jeremy  Taylor   and 
Froude  are  road  with  pleasure  aud  profit.    With- 
out something  to  re«i,  which  will  arrest  their 
Httcntion  and  cultivate  a  habit  of  reaUing,  they 
go  through  life  without   a  knowledge  of  b<.okN 
Sua  wHiioui.  u  (.aaiu  Muiou   «a   a    uever-iaii»"tt 
feourceof  entertainment  and  happiness. 

Our  limits  do  not  admit  of  our  alluding  to  the 
practical  advantages  of  a  Pvblic  Library  on  th  ■ 
artistic,  mechanical,  scientific,  business  and 
social  interests  of  a  community,  by  furulshinT 
to  all  comers,  free  of  cost,  the  standard  books  in 
all  these  departments.  Our  purpose  is  now  to 
siH-ak  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  modern 
idea  of  a  Public  Library. 

The-  germ  of  thi,  idea  lies  In  the  right  of  a  com- 
munity to  levy  a  tax  on  the  property  of  that  com- 
munity  for  the  establishment  aud  support  of  such 
an  institution.    Such  a  right  can  only  be  granted 
by  legislative  awthorUy.    Up  to  the  year  1817  no 
such  right  existed  In  England  or  America.    Like 
the  discovery  of  the  an-^-sthetlc  properties  of  sul- 
phuric ether,  and  the  invention  of  the  electric 
telegraph,  the  project  was  under  consideration  In 
lK)th  countries  abi  ut  the  same  time,  but  the  Amer- 
ican was  the  first  to  conceive  the  idea  and  the  first 
to  put  it  into  execution.    On  the  14th  of  October, 
1847,   Josiah  Quincy,  jun.,    Mayor    of    Boston, 
sent   to   the   City   Council    a    message,    settin* 
forth    the    desirability  '  and    need  of   a    public 
libr-iry,  and  stat<'d   that   a  citizen   had  offered 
five   thousand   dollars   toward    that   object.      It 
afterward  appeared  that  the  citizen  wm  no  one 
else  than  himself.    The  Council  accepted  the  dona- 
tion, and  voted,  te  furnish  a  building,  and  fixtures 
for  the  same,  whenever  ».30,000  was  subscribed  for 
book-,.    The  Massachusetts  Legislature  was  also 
j.etitionetl  to  grant  a  special  act   authorlziag  the 
city  of  Boston  to  "establish  and  maintain  a  Pub- 
lic'Library  lor  the  benefit  of  all  Us  inhabitants." 
Such  an  act  was  passed  forthwith.    InlBWa'-joiu' 
f  IMJclal  committU'c  on  the  Library"  was  appolnte.l. 
In  1M9  iMlwiird  Kverett  gave   1,000  volumes.    In 
1860  the  Mayor,  .lohn  P.  Blgclow,  gave  »1,0(J0.     In 
February,  1852,  the  donations  of  books   amounted 
to4.000,  whona  Board  of  Trustees  and  a   Libra- 
rian were  elected.    Before  the  close  of  that  year 
the  donations  in  money  (exclusive  of  the  books) 
amotir.ted   to   $75,000.       In    IST.I    the  Legislature 
passed    a   general    act,  authorizing  any  city  or 
town  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  a  Pnbhc 
Librfiry.    Now,  let  u*  turn  to  England. 

August  14,  1860,  by    a«t  of   Parliament,   Tow* 
f  ouiH  ils  were   permitted  to  put  the  question    0 
theirconstltucnts, 'Will  jou  have  a  libr.^rv  ra  e 
levitdforprovidinira  town  library V"    Thi#  gra 
fious  provision  was  limited  to  municipalities  eon- 
tainiug  lO,'"*'  souls,  and  could  not  exceed  a  hall 
jytnny  to  the  pound  on  the  valuation.    This  tax 
vras  to  lx»  applied  to  the  erection  or  adajHatlon  ot 
buildings  to  library  purposes,  to  contlBgeat  ex- 
pi'nses  and  current  charges  of  management  and 
maintenance.    None  of  the  money  could  be  spent 
for  books.  Towns  could  borrow  money  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  the  art  was  applicable  only  to  England. 
TlH-  Manchester  Free  Library  was  the  first  startwl 
under  thiB  act.     A    subscription  of  £13,000    wa^ 
raised,  and  the  Libraiy  was  opened  to  the  public 
ht  pteraber-  S,    l«>a,    with    2(i,(J00   volumes.      Two 
meeks  latere,  a  |k»11  of  the  burget^sos  vff^  taken  on 
the  .|Ui  stioD,   "Sh.  11  a   library  rate  be   leviedV" 
The  vote  was  4,003  in  favor  and  40  against  tte 
nieasuic.    Prince  Aliert  exiiressed  his  interi-'t  In 
11  »  n  U'liiri-e  by  ;i  !t:tU;i  a  .i  »  donation  ol  books. 
!»i. '.(:.-.  i  hi").' r  .; .  UuU-cr.  the  K  n  1 -l  "-tm.f.o 
bur),  ttii.l    otlier  euununt  persuii>.  wore   prcM-n 
anrt    -]'<V."    at     the    oi>ening.     The    first    yea 
,,•  w ,  re  in  the  consult  •       '        rtment. 

Hi.i   ,.  ..i   v,»ri)  taken  out.    Iu    1         '  •     iibrar 
oontainw)  »tt.444  volume,  »»d  h.\ma  \ ..lumes  mm 
i.M.i.    The  mil-siting  llbmry  is  open  to  every 
1„  .1     .,  lib  nit  Introduction  or  recommendation  o 
i,  1  .  mi'\  the  1<  ndlnir  li»n-ary  I*  al»o  open  t  • 

(  y  on  the  one  condition    that  the  appli- 

,  ,  ,n  hi*  tlrst  appearanc-o   phall    proiln»H»  :i 

% -ucl  er  fcigriPfl  by  a  burgees  a«  a  guarHnteo  f.r 
tlic  due  letiiru  or  due  repl-icement  of  the  hM'in 
lent.  1  hih  rule  formerly  ro<iuired  the  guarantee  of 
tv*ol)urgn..*e*,  which  Is  uow  the  ■;  I  n  all  the 
Fee*  Tuwn   Libraric^  of  Knglan  :.t   M.nn- 

tl,(  ,t«  r.  Birmlniham  aad  feheflteld.  So  library 
all  ,v  »  twmks  to  1  i  '  ;*^  without  a  written  guar- 
anM«    of   a    n  ^  partT-    Th*   M»nche*- 

ter  jlibraj-y     under      tl>  "i*     in 

lt«»"T^nnppreei:tb»#aBd  ..i.  -    '■  loss  h;is 

1 1  r»  MistainetJ."    The  Llvpri  Nfury  rej.  m  t- 

;;CBti^ed  lo^  80i'*uBU  to  iilttia  fix- 


In  the  Knglibh  libraries  the  proportion  irhloli 
prose  fl(4ioi>  U:ars  to  otuer  cIummmi  of  Uiwkk  bsuMi 
isgreattr  even  than  in  this   country.    In   thei' 
staiistiut.  this  circulation  Is  usually   In  lu<Sed  uu 
der  the  elegant,  t\ii  iBdeflolte  beadiag  of  "Liter- 
ature and  Polygraphy."    In  the  cla^siBcatton  oi 
the  Itouks  Used  iu  the  cor«.dting  dcja  tm«»nt  ol 
the  Liverpool  Library  in  1868,  tiie  recoid  is  thus: 
theolog)  and  philosophy,  16  800  volumes;  history, 
80,031;  politics  and  couimerce,  8,412;  scinnces  aud 
art^,  58,0(4;  literature  and  polygraph/,  4ai,(»5; 
total.  5«B,!«4.    One   of  the  reports  of  the   Liver- 
pool Library  UiiU  us  in  plain  ternu  that  the  use  ot 
novels,  ta^ea  and  romances,  in  Its  cousi^lug  de- 
partment in  one  year   was  189,841   volumes,  over 
and  above  an  enormous  use  of  perioilical  publi- 
cations, of  which  prttee  fiction  is  the  staple.  In  the 
Manchester  Library  the  circi.lation  of  prose  dc 
tionis  flve-eighUis  of  the  whole  Issue,    aud  yet 
the     Librarian     Iwasts      that    he      has      none 
but     "the     standard     masterplec^i    of    British 
and      foreign     novelists."       In      this      country 
the  circulation  of  prose  fiction  is  aliout  one-half 
of  the  entire  issue.    In  Sheffield   Is  a  reading- 
loom    for    women,   capable  of    accommodatlag 
tldrty-flve  persons,  which  U  adequate  to  the  de- 
mands upon  it.    The  reading-room  for  men  ac- 
commodates one  hundred  and  twenty  persons,  and 
iluriug  evenings  throughout  the>e*ir  is  crowded 
to  inconvenience. 

None  of  the  public  libraries  In  this  country  hare 
yet  come  up  to  the  standard  of  usefulness  which 
the  English  libraries  have  reached.    The  Boston 
Library    is    the    largest,  containhig    now    about 
nt'.aOO  volumes,  with  au  tnnual    circulation  ol 
less  than  ajO,000.    This,  however.  Is  Increasing. 
The  average   daily   circulttion  during  the  past 
month  was   1,1»5  volumes,  against  1,036  for  the 
1  corrv'Sponding    month   last   year.    This  iucludei 
'  the  issues  of  both  the  circulating  and  referoncu 
balls.    The  average  dally  circulation  ol  the  Cin- 
cinnati  Public    Library  for   the  past  week  h^s 
been  465  volumes,  the  highest  It  has  over  reached, 
and  indicates  thot  the  use  of  books  has  more  than 
doubled  slnre  the  new  rooms  were  occupied.    The 
number  of  volumes    Issued   yesterday    was  «10. 
The  entire  circulation  of  the  last  year  was  60,068 
volumes;. 

The  public  libraries,  established  in  most  of  the 

cities   and   laige   towns  of    New    England,  are 

flourishing,  while  the  libraries  connected  with  the 

colleges  are  in  a  sUrvIng  condition.    The  stated 

income  for  the  support  of  H.vard  College  library 

lias  been  pUlO  a  year.    Strenuous  efforts  are  being 

made  to  endow  it,  but  with  what  success  we  have 

not    learned.    Yale   College    library    is   <iuite  as 

poor,  and  were  ii  not  lor  tSansieui  anu  spasmoaic 

donations   of    books    autl   mouey,    all   acotssion^ 

would  cease.    The  town  of  Waterbury,  Couuecii- 

( ut  a  few  miles   distant  from  Now  Hafen,  has 

recently  received  a  legacy  of  *ai«,000  for  the  sup- 

port  of  a  public  library,  and  the  Public  Library  ol 

Boston  si>ends    |«50,000  a   year    from    ils  invesle  i 

funds  and  the  city  treasury,  and  thd  people  thiuk 

thev  get  their  money's  worth. 

The  Free  Town  Libraries  of  England  have  been 
a  great  sucxscss  in  the  Urg<5  and  enterprising 
towns;  but  in  smallej  and  In  less  intelllge.it  com 
uiunitle*  manv  of  them  have  he.-n  failures.  The 
people,  after  the  novelty  wore  off,  refused  to  tax 
themselves  to  purchase  new  books,  and  as  a  li- 
brary, like  a  tree,  when  it  stops  growing,  »H.glns 
to  die!  the  interest  subside.1;  there  were  no  fund, 
to  pay  a  librarian,  and.  after  being  shut  up  for  a 
time,  the  whole  collection  is  sent  off  to  the  London 
book- auction. 

The  experience  of  tlie  past  twenty  years  seems 
to  point  to  the  fact  that  the  permanent  success  of 
a  public  library  is  assured  only  when  It  Uen- 
dowed,and  has  funds  upon  which  It  o"  "  y- 
other  than  what  it  annually  draws  from  the  citv 
or  town  treasury.  Fita  of  economy  come  over  t  e 
best  of  people  occasionally,  and  ^  ilh  "  wchoq  • 
„fK,  own,  the  institution  Is  *bl«  to  otitllro  thj^ 
spasms.  We  make  this  suggestion  with  he  hope 
thatsomo  wealthy  and  public  spirited  dtUen  or 
citizens  will  endow  the  Public  Library  of  Cuici  - 
nati. 


f 


The  Churchman 

SATURDAY,  FEB.  i8,  1871. 


EVEEETT,  PKESOOTT,  TIOKNOE. 


The  death  of  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  of  Boston, 
will  bring  to  many  sons  of  New  England  the 
memories   of  three  illustrious    names.     Nearly 
half  a  century  ago,  three  young  men  in  Boston 
set  the  example  of  unusual  scholarship.     Two 
of  them  were  the  sons  of  rich   men.     Everett, 
born  to  poverty,  at  nineteen  becama  the  pastor  of 
one  of  the  wealthiest  religious  societies  in  Boston, 
had  a  professorship  of  Greek  literature  at  Harvard 
College  founded  for  him,  and  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  one  of  the  richest  merchants  in  that  city. 
Everett  and  Ticknor  studied  and  travelled  in 
Europe.     Prescott,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  after 
a  short  absence  abroad,  returned  home  on  ac- 
count of  impaired  eyesight,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  the  study  of  Spanish  and  kindred  litem 
ture  and  history. 

The  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  Edward  Everett 
in  Massachusetts,  and  especially  in  Cambridge, 
among  the  students,  and  in  Boston,  among  young 
and    old,  scarcely   knew  bounds.     He   was  the 
type  of  the  scholar  and  orator,  with  deep  hazel 
eyes,  and  locks  of  auburn,  which  curled,  even 
when  age  illuminated  them  with  its  frosts.    The 
traditions   of   his  genius  and    learning,  classic 
eloquence,  of  the  graces  of  his  elocutioi.,  and  of 
the  charm  of  his  silver  voice,  still  linger  around 
the  places  which  once  knew  him.     Prescott  was 
a  rare  image  of  refined  beauty,  beaming  in  an 
atmosphere    of    youth,    which     attended    him 
through  his  latest  years,  and  commended  by  a 
sweet,  perpetual  affability,  which  made  him  even 
more  beloved  than  honored.     Ticknor,  with  his 
dark,  sparkling  eye,   raven  hair,  and  rich  olive 
complexion,  charming  smile,  and  stately  man- 
ners, pictured  the  Castillan,  of  whose  literature 
he  wrote.     These  three  young  men  were  among 
the  earliest  and  most  regular  contributors  to  the 
N(yrth  American   Iteview.     Mr.    Everett  was  its 
editor,  on  the  top  wave  of  its  popularity.  Each, 
in  his  sphere,  did  his  country  lasting  honor,  and 
achieved  fame  in  two  hemispheres. 

But  we  love  most  to  dwell  on  what  these 
scholars  did  for  others.  Their  influence  in  their 
day  was  great  in  kindling  zeal  for  exact  and 
wide  scholarship,  and  in  inspiring  taste  for  the 
study  of  modern  literature.  It  lives  to-day,  in 
saving  many  a  young  man  from  dissipation,  and 
in  lighting  in  him  enthusiasm  for  learning. 

Above  all,  we  are  bound   in  truth   and  grati- 
tude to  republish  afresh  their  more  than  Kind- 
ness, their  passion,  in  helping  young  men  in  the 
path  of  literature  and   in  the  struggle  of  life. 
No  preoccupation,  no  stress  of  public  or  private 
cares,  seemed  to  repress  their  generous  love  to 
lift  the  youthful  traveller  over  the  road,  along 
which  they  had  lately  passed.     Their  counsels, 
their  libraries,  their  purses,  were  ready.     The 
writer  of  this  notice  remembers,  as  though  it 
were  yesterday,  the  gratuitous  trouble  and  the 
aid  unasked,  volunteered  on   two  occasions  by 
Edward  Everett  to  him,  almost  a  stranger,  and 
which  effectually  helped  him  in  life.   The  warm 

friendship  and  heart-help  of  Mr.  Prescott  to 
many  a  youth,  now  a  man,  is  one  of  the  tender- 
est  recollections  of  the  historian  of  Ferdinatidl 
and  IsabeUaJn  Boston.  Mr.  Ticknor^  njx  n  hn- 
pitality  in  this  way  was  proverbial,  and  |m  i- 
suaded  tlie  individual  who  applied  to  him  to 
feel  that  he  had  found  a  personal  friend. 

May    American    literature  unto  the  end  find 
3uch  illustrators. 


The  Voh   Blom.  Libbabv.— Yale   College   will 
liave  no  rensmi  to  roKret,  and  th«  }?*'»*'''-»J  public 
only  came  for  conf^rutulation,  that  tlio  Ran  library 
of  oolitiral  economy  went  to  Ann  Arlior.    To  the 
collo^o  the  loss  Is  more  than  re,>laced  by  a  coUec- 
ti<in  larger  in  extent  and    in   scipe— the  llbrai-y  of 
Robert  von  Mohl,  the  distln^nuished  writer  ou  po- 
litical science,  for  many  years  professor  at  the  uni- 
vcrsiti^H  of  Heidclbert:  and  Tahnigen,   and   now 
i-mbassuilor  of  Raden  at  Munich.    The  library  con- 
tains  i-ome   0000   volumes,   dlBtributed,  in  round 
numbers,  a«  follows  r    1.  Political  Encyclopedia-, 
150  vols.    2.  General  Theory  of  Politics  and  Hociul 
Science,   DOO   vols.     3.  Public  Law   of  Germany, 
England,     France,    United    States,    Switiserland, 
etc.,  etc.,  a  careful  selection  of  the  princloal  works 
in  this  department,  1500  vols.    The  public  law  of 
(JermanyiB  compktt ,  bo  (iT  as  the  constitution  of 
(urmany  in   the   present  century  Is  concernetl; 
(luite  sutticient  for  all  scientittc  and  practical  uui- 
poKcs  concerninjr  the  old  German  empire  ami  the 
C'listitutiou  and  admltdstration  of   the  Kcoaralo 
(iorman  states.    One  rare  series  may  bo  specifle  1— 
the  '•otticial  ddlection  of  the  j)roceedinK8  of  the 
(Wiman  diet"  {Piotocello  des  Ueutschon  Bundes- 
taires),  1817  to  1860,  1-3  vols,  folio  per  annum,  of 
which  but  170  copies  were   printed,   exclusively 
for  government    use.— 4.    International  law,  3o<) 
vols.— 5.    I'olitical  economy,  in  all  its  branches, 
particularly  in  its  practical  application  to  Internal 
fjovcrmncut,  'JfJOO  vols.— (i.    Statistics,  chiefly  lar«:o 
(illlcial  iniMfcations  of  different  Kojifnnttnts,  ."WO 
vols.— ImWtajit  woi-KS  in  political 
cMut  brari&esM  law,  aiul  afew  of 
(  hai  at'termiUje  up  the  balance  of 
For  t<ie  m#ad8  of  purchasing  this  11 
now  on  the  way  to  New  Haven,  the  c 
ly  indebted  to  Mr.  William  "Walter 
city.-  [The  Nation. 
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;ellaiiei>us 

[llecti'in. 

^...'hich  is 

Je  tA  larue- 

[ps,  of  this 


(fast  l^ostoix  ^'bfaorate. 

T.  A.  HUTCHIN8,  Kditou. 


EAST  BOSTON.  MARCH  25.    1871. 

OVR  IlBiWt'H  I.IKRARV. 

Ilcdli-ntory  Kxtrclne*. 

Our  branch  of  the  Public  Library, 
which  has  already  been  opened  to  the  us.- 
and  benefit  of  the  public,  was  on  AVed- 
nesday  night,  formally  dedicated  by  ap- 
propriate exerciser.  They  were  held  iu 
Sumuer  Hall,  which  wis  well  filled  with 
a  cultivated  au.lience  before  tho  time 
for  commence.uent. 

The  meeting  wa«»  called  to  order  by 
Hi.s  Honor,  Mayor  GA^ton  shortly  before 
eight  o'clock,  wh(M\  he  caUed  upon  Rev. 
Dr.  Cheney  to  offer  prayer.     The  hymn, 
"  Father  of  Mercies,"   was   sung    when 
Maycu-  (iaston  came  forward  and  said: 
Ladiet  and  (lentleme,,:-  1  ncc<i  not  enter  into 
an  elalK.ratc  statement  of  tlie  purposes  f..r  which 
vou    have  been   invited    here   to    night.    Tin- 
oi>ening  of  a  public  library  in  East   Boston   has 
been  .IcenuHl  an  event  of  sucli  importance  as  b. 
require  notice.     I  have  l)ecii   honored  with   an 
invitation  to  preside  over  this  gathering,  and  if 
there  Is  no  objections,  I  will  glH.lly  un.lertaike  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  i>osUion.    These   ser- 
vices I  shall   iK^st  perform  hy  at  once   calimg 
upon  the  gentleman  who  is  first  to  ad.lress  you. 
IthPiTlbre  now  have  the  pleasure  of  Introducing 
to  you  the  rrcsident  of  the  Tublic  Library  m 
Boston,  W.  \V.  Orcenough,  Ksq. 

Mr.  Greenoi'gh  then  delivered  an  able 
address  which  we  have  in  type,  but  are 
oblit'ed,  owing  to  the  crowded  ntate  of  | 
our  columns.  U)  lay  over  till  next  week. 
Mr.  Greenough's  oration  was  well  re- 
ceived and    heartily  appreciabd    l.v  the 
audience  and.  :it  il^  conclusion,  was  lol- 
lowed    l.v    addresses    from    Hon.  .Tosiah 
Quincv,  ilon.  H.  S.  Washburn,  R.'V.  W. 
H   Cudworth,    H.  H.  Lincoln,  Ks<i..  Ex- 
Mavor  ShurthiT,  Hon.  K.  F.  Porter,   N. 
Seaver.  Ksq.  and  AH  'Ut  Bowker.  Es.j.all 
congratulatory  uiK)n  the  location  ..f  this 
••  tree  of  knowledge"  in  our  midst,  which 
we  regret  a  want  of  space  obliges  us  to 

omit. 

Intcr!*per.sod  with  the  addresses  was 
some  fine  singing  by  pupils  of  the  Adams 
and  Lvman  hool.«  led  by  Mr.  Sharland. 
which' added  much  to  the  occasion. 

Reallv  grateful  for  the  favor.  an<l  truly 
crratefui  for  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment, are  our  citizc,. :  an.l  we  trust  that 

,  ,  e  long  it  mav  outgrow  even  its  present 
<apaciou.s  apartments— and  pr<»ve  a  last- 
incr  and  evidrnl  benefit  to  our  peopl' 
anTl  a  credit  and  honor  to  the  liberality 
of  our  Citv  Govern ment. 

Old  Hundred,  in    which  the  audience 
joinid.  closed  the  affair. 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


REPORT 


on    THE    BEQCEBT*   OF 


GEORGE    TICKNOR 


TO  THE 


PUBLIC   LIBRARY, 


CITY    OF   BOSTON. 


In  Commos  Councii-,  ^^arcIl  lf>,  ISll. 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  tl.o  Public  Library,  to  whom 
was  rcf>,.n-od   the  co.n.nunicalion  from  His  Honor  ll.«  Mayor 
trans„,iUin,'  to  tl>c  City  Council  a  letter  from  ti.e  executor,  of 
the  will  of  George  TicUnor,  relatin:,'  to  the  bluest  of  books 
„anu.scrii,ts,  and  money  to  the   Public  Library  of  the  c.ty  of 
Boston,  huvius  eon.idered  the  subject  of  said  con.muntcafoa, 
would  respcclfully  submit  the  foUownig 

REPORT. 
By  the  ni,.th  article  of  his  will,  Mr.  Ticknor  gives  to  the  city 
of  iLtou,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  all  hi.  books  and  maua- 
scripts  in  tl,e  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages,  and  also  the 
Zof  four  thousand  dollars.     After  the  receipt  of  sa.d  sum  the 
city  is  required  to  expend  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  .n 
.very  five  years,  during  the  twenty-five  years  next  succeed mg 
a  .the  income  of  the  four  thousand  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  five 
ier  centum  per  annum),  in  the  purchase  of  books  ,n  th.  .pan.sh 
and  Portuguese  languages  and  literatures.    At  the  end  of  tw  n  y- 
five  years  the  income  of  the  said  suu>  is  to  be  expended  annually 
in  the  purchase  of  books  of  per.nanent  value,  either  in  the  ^pau.sh 
and  Portuguese  languages,  or  in  such  other  languages  as  n,ay  be 
deemed  expedient  by  those  having  charge  of  the  Ubrary. 

The  books  bequeathed  or  purchased  are  always  to  be  freely 

accessible  for  reference  or  study,  but  are  not  to  be  loaned  for 
use  outside  of  the  library  building.  If  these  bequests  are  not 
accepted  by  the  city,  and  the  trusts  and  coudu.ons  fa.thful ly 
executed,  the  books,  manuscripts,  and  money  are  to  be  g.ven  to 
the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College. 


^-f^: 
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These  are  the  substantial  provisions  of  the  will  concerning 
the  bequests  of  the  city.     A  copy  of  the  ninth  article  in  full  is 

appended  hereto. 

In  order  that  the  city  may  receive  the  immediate  benefit  of 
this  unequalled  contribution  to  the  rare  literature  of  the  library, 
Mrs.  Anna  Ticknor,  widow  of  the  donor,  has  offered  to  relin- 
quish her  right  to  retain,  during  her  life,  tlie  books  and  manu- 
scrii)ts,  and  is  ready  to  place  them  under  the  control  of  the  city 
at  the  present  time. 

This  gift  fitly  crowns  Mr.  Ticknor's  long-continued  personal 
services  and  numerous  benefactions  towards  the  establishment 
of  the  Public  Library  on  a  lasting  foundation.  His  earnest 
efforts  in  organizing  the  institution,  and  commending  it  to  tho 
favor  of  the  leading  bibliographers  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
contributed  largely  to  the  unexampled  success  which  has  attend- 
ed its  development. 

The  books  presented  by  his  will  consist  of  abou  tfour  thou- 
sand volumes  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages.     The 
collection  was  begun  at  Madrid  in  the  year  1817,  and  was  sub- 
stantially completed    between    that   time   and   the   year   1838. 
Since  then,  only  such  books  have  been  added  as  he  was  unable 
to  secure  previously.     From  tho  inability  of  book-collectors  to 
Ripply  his  wants  while   making   his   original   purchases,  he  re- 
sorted to  the  employment  of  priests,  professors,  and  persons  in 
private  life  to  obtain  rare  works.     For  many  years.  Professor 
Gayangos  acted  as  his  agent  in  Spain;  but  his  efforts  to  procure 
what  he  wanted  were  not  confined   to  that  country,  —  he  pur- 
chased  Spanish   books  in  all  the  great  book   markets  of  the 
world.     So  assiduous  was  his  pursuit  that  the  complaint  was 
made,  several  years  ago.  that  ho  had  raised  the  prices  of  Spanish 
books  in  all  the  principal  marts.     Of  tho  va!ue  of  the  collection 
thus  made,  without  reference  to  cost,  it  is  perhaps  enough  to  say, 
that  no  single  library  in  Spain  possesses  all  tlie  books  it  con- 
tains.    The  only  collections  of  equal  value  are  the  great  Span- 
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ish  Library  in  the  British  Museum,  and  the  private  collection  of 

Lord  Holland. 

For  the  purpose  of  providing  proper  accommodations  in  the 
library  for  these  books,  and  preparing  and  printing  a  catalogue, 
—  similar  to  the  catalogue  of  the  Prince  Library,  —  the  trustees 
will  require  a  small  appropriation,  estimated  at  three  thousand 

dollars. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 

the  accompanying  resolution  and  orders. 
For  the  Committee, 

AYERY  PLUMER, 

Chairman, 

Resolved,  That  the  thants  of  the  City  Government  be  pre- 
sented  to  Mrs.  Anna  Ticknor,  for  her  generous  offer  to  relin- 
quish her  right  to  retain,  during  her  life,  the  very  valuable 
collection  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  books  and  manuscripts 
bequeathed  to  the  city  of  Boston  by  the  late  George  Ticknor. 

Ordered,  That  the  bequests  to  the  city  of  Boston,  named  m 
the  ninth  article  of  George  Ticknor  of  Boston,  proved  Febru- 
ary 20,  1S71,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  acce[)tcd,  m  accord- 
ance 4ith  the  terms  and  conditions  of  said  will;  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  are  authorized  aud  directed  to 
receive  said  bequests  in  behalf  of  the  city,  and  make  suitable 
arran<^ements  for  the  care  and  custody  of  the  books  and  manu- 
scrii.ts  uivcn  iu  trust  to  the  city  by  the  said  George  li-.nor, 
and  also  to  invest  the  money  received  in  trust  as  aP^rcsaid  m 
bonds  of  the  city,  aud  expend  the  income  in  the  mauut-r   dcsig- 

nated  iu  the  trust. 

Ordered,  That  the  rouunittce  on  Finance  be  requested  to  re- 
port an  order  providing  for  a  special  appropriation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  to  furnish  accommodations  in  the  Public  Li- 
brary for  the  books  and  manuscripts  given  iu  tiu^l  to  tlio  city 
by  George  Ticknor;    and  also  for   preparing  aud  printing  a 

catalogue  of   the  same. 
1* 
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Executive  Department,  City  Hall, 
Boston,  March  6,  1811. 

To  the  CiOj  Council : 

GENTLEMEN,-!  transmit  herci.h  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  AViUiam  S.  Dexter,  Esq.,  one  of  the  executors  of  the  w.ll  of 
Mr.  George  Tieknor,  la.e  of  Boston,  deceased,  enelos.ng  a  copy 
of  the  ninth  article  of  the  .ill  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  ,y  .  .el,  ,t  ap- 
Irs  that  a  munificent  bequest  was  made  to  the  e.ty  of  Bos- 
ton  bv  that  distinguished  scholar  and  eminent  cm.en. 

It  ;,,pears  by  the  accompanying  letter  of  ^r-  Do-.t  • ,  t  at 
Mrs.  Anna  Ticknor  generously  offers  to  rel.nqmsh  to  the  uty 
her  ri-ht  to  use  the  bequeathed  property  during  her  life. 

I  r^e^pectfully  recon.mend  the  City  Council  to  accept  th.s 
generous  bequest,  and  by  some  appropriate  action  to  express 
their  higb  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  g.ft. 

Wil.  GASTOX,  iloyor. 

40  State  Stbeet,  March  6, 18'1. 

HON.  AViLLiAM  GASTON,  Moyor  of  ,he  City  oTBMon: 

StB -Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  the  ninth  article  of 
the  w  11  of  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  late  of  Boston,  relat.ng  to  a 
west  of  books,  manuscripts,  and  money  to  the  c.ty  of  Boston 
If  the  city  shall  accept  the  same  in  the  manner  required  by 
the  will  the  executors  thereof  are  ready  t.  pay  the   money,  and 
0  deiver  the  books  and  manuscripts  in  .said  will  menfone 
as  Ms  Anna  Ticknor,  widow  of  the  said  George,  desires  to 
"iinquish  her  right  to  retain  during  her  life  the  said  books  and 

manuscripts. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  DEXTER, 

For  Self  and  Co-cxecutort. 
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COPY  OF  ARTICLE  IX.  OF  THE  WILL  OF  GEORGE  TICKNOR, 

OF  BOSTON. 

[Proved  Febhuabt  20,  1871.] 

Ninth.  On  the  death  of  my  wife,  I  give  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, M  Ijorc  I  was  born,  where  I  have  lived  a  long  and  happy  life 
and  where  I  ho[)e  to  die,  all  my  books  and  manuscripts  in  the 
Fpanitfh  and  Portuguese  languages;  and  I  further  give  and 
bequeath  to  the  same  city  of  Boston,  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
5-and  dollars  to  be  paid  within  one  year  after  the  probate  of  this 
my  will,  the  same  to  be  always  kept  by  the  said  city  safely 
invested  at  interest  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  specified.  But 
]  make  these  two  bequests  to  the  city  of  Boston  only  in  trust 
for  the  following  piurposes,  and  no  other,  to  wit:  (1.)  That,  in 
the  course  of  each  and  every  period  of  five  years  during  the 
twenty-five  years  next  succeeding  the  receipt  by  the  said  city 
of  the  faid  sum  of  four  thou.'-and  dollars,  the  said  city  shall 
expend  not  less  than  one  thousand  doUais  in  the  purchase  of 
books  in  the  Ppanis-h  and  Portuguese  languages  and  literatures, 
or  in  one  of  them;  and  furthermore  expressing  it  as  my 
wish,  but  not  as  my  requirement,  in  order,  so  far  as  may  be  to 
insure  the  purchase  of  books  already  determined  to  be  worth 
possessing,  that  no  Itooks  shall  be  so  purchased  during  said 
twenty- five  years,  nor  afterwards,  from  the  income  of  the  said 
fund  of  four  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  not  have  been  pub- 
lished in  some  one  edition  at  least  five  years;  it  being  my  will 
that  every  book  purchased  at  any  time  from  the  income  of  my 
said  fund  of  four  thousand  dollars,  shall  bo  a  book  of  perma- 
nent value  and  authority,  and  neither  newspapers,  periodicals, 
nor  oiher  popular  publications  not  likely  to  be  of  lasting  con- 
sideration. 

(2.)  That  no  person  whatsoever,  shall,  at  any  time  or  under 
any  circumstances,  except  for  binding  or  needful  repairs  in  bind- 
ing, be  permitted  to  remove  from  the  proper  rooms  of  the  Public 
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Library,  any  of  the  books  hereby  bequeathed  or  for  the  purchase 
of  which  provision  is  hereby  made ;  but  that  within  such  rooms, 
and  at  all  such  times  and  hours,  and  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
Trustees  or  other  lawful  managers  of  the  the  said  library  may 
deem  expedient  or  reasonable,  each  and  all  of  said  books  so 
bequeathed,  or  so  purchased,  shall  be  freely  accessible  for  refer- 
ence or  study  to  all  such  persons  aa  may  be  permitted  to  resort 
to  said  library,  or  to  use  it.  t 

(3.)  That  at  the  end  of  the  twenty  five  years  aforesaid,  and 
in  each  and  every  year  thereafter  forever,  the  said  city  of  Bos- 
ton shall  cause  the  income  of  the  said  fund  of  four  thousand 
dollars,  but  no  part  of  the  principal,  to  be  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  books  of  permanent  value,  either  in  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  languages,  or  in  such  other  languages  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient  by  the  Trustees  of  the  said  library,  or  other 
persons  having  lawful  charge  of  the  same,  but  always  under  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  herein  before  expressed,  namely: 
That  the  same  shall  be  used  only  in  tlio  proper  rooms  of  the 
said  library,  and  never  lent  abroad  or  out  of  them. 

(4.)  That  none  of  the  books  bequeathed  by  mo  as  aforesaid, 
or  to  be  purchased  from  the  income  of  the  fund  of  four  thousand 
dollars  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  sold,  exchanged  or 
given  away :  but  that  they  shall,  if  not  inconvenient,  bo  kept 
together,  like  the  Bowditch  and  the  Parker  collections,  now  in 
the  library. 

(5.)  That,  if  at  any  time,  the  fund  aforesaid  shall,  from  any 
cause  whatever,  become  diminished,  then  at  least  one  iialf  of  the 
annual  income  thereof  shall  yearly  be  added  to  the  principal 
until  the  full  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  shall  bo  mado  good 
again. 

(6.)  But  in  case  the  city  of  Boston  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
for  the  space  of  one  year  after  the  probate  of  this  my  will 
to  accept  the  said  bequests  of  books,  manuscripts,  and 
money  on  the  trusts  and  conditions  herein  beforo  set  forth,  or 
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shall,  at  any  time,  after  accepting  the  same,  fail  or  neglect  faith- 
fully  to  fullil  each  and  all  of  said  trusts  and  conditions,  accord- 
ing to  their  true  spirit  and  intent,  then,  and  in  either  of  said 
cases,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  same  books,  manuscripts,  and 
money  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in 
the  city  of  Cambridge,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Lil)rary  of 
the  said  college,  upon  the  same  trusts  and  conditions,  so  far  as 
the  same  can  be  made  applicable  to  the  said  General  Library, 
giving,  as  I  do  hereby  give,  to  the  said  President  and  Fellows, 
full  power  10  sue  for  and  recover  the  said  books,  manuscripts, 
and  money  or  any  of  them,  from  the  said  city  of  Boston,  or 
from  any  person  or  persons  who  may  havo  the  same,  or  any  of 
them,  in  his  or  their  possession. 
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ALONZO   A.  KNIGHTS. 


GEORGE  O.  PAINE,  for  three  years. 
CHRISTOPHER  A.  CONNER,  for  two  years. 
SAMUEL  R.  SPINNEY,  for  one  year. 


ALUEIfMEiy. 


RICHARD  GARVEY, 
GEORGE  D.  RICKER, 
WILLIAM  M.  CORNELL, 
FRANCIS  W.  JACOBS, 
THOMAS  L.  JENKS, 
WILLIAM  WOOLLEY, 


ROBERT  COWDIN, 
HOLLIS  R,  GRAY, 
MOSES  FAIRBANKS, 
SAMUEL  RICE, 
NOAH  MAYO,  Jr. 
LEONARD  R.  CUTTER. 


F-oii  COMMON  e<>i:>^c'iJ^. 

Amasa  W.  Bailey,  Isaao  H.  Robbins, 

£dward  J.  Long,  Horace  B.  Fisher. 


Frank  £  Bundy,  Samuel  Wells 


For  Warden, 


Ira  D.  Davenport 


For  Clerk, 


a^ 


imirs 


Franklin  B.  Ridell 


^^em 


FOB    rWSPEOTOHS. 


John  J.  Osbom,      Thomas  M.  Wells,     Michael  F.  Reagan 
Frank  B.  Brown,  William  J.  Faulkner. 


(Bnst  lostaix  Itibaratt. 


Delivered  on  the  Dedication  of  the  East 
Boston  Branch  of  the  Public  Library . 
Bt  W.  W.  Geenolou,  E^q. 
Jfr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

By  the  terms  of  the  last  ordinance  relating  to 
the  Public  Library,  the  City  Government  con- 
veyed to  the  Trustees   the  power  to  establish 
branches  of  the  institution    in  districts  distant 
from  the  central  library,  under   the  condition 
of  a  formal  appropriation  for  the  purpose  at  the 
time  of  the  annual   estimate  of  the  city   ex- 
penses.   By    this  double  provision  of  prepara- 
tion. It  became  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  as- 
certain the  quarters  of  the  city  where  branches 
were  desirable,  andthe  City  Council  at  the  pe- 
riods when  such  applications  were  to  be  matle, 
passed  their  judgment  as  to   the  necessity-  or 
expediency  of  the  undertaking. 
•    Encouraged  by  the   marked  success  of   the 
branch   libraries,    in   Manchester,    Liverpool, 
Birmingham,  and  other  English  cities,  the  trus- 
tees of  this  library  as  a  first  step   to    ascertain 
the     relative   uses   of    the   main    library    in 
the    city    proper   and    its    remoter   districts, 
caused     an     analysis    to    be     made    of    the 
name  registered  as  applic<vnt8,  in  order  to  learn 
the  proportion  resident  in  these  different  sec- 
tions of  the  town.    From  this  investigations  it 
appeared  that  while  in  Boston  proper,  one  in 
eight  of  the  population  was  registered,  one  in 
fourteen  in  Roxbury,  one  in  sixteen  in  South 
Boston  only  one  in  twenty-six  were  enrolled  from 
East  Boston :  as  there  was  no  reason   to  sup- 
pose that  the  taste  or  desire  for   books  was    in 
reality  any  less  in  this  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city,  than  in  those  residing  elsewhere,  it 
was  apparent  that  inconvenience    of  access  to 
the  central  library  deprived  the  people  of  East 
Boston  of  their  natural  uses  of  that  great   col- 
lection.   Upon  these  grounds,  the  trustees  de- 
cided, the  City  Council  consenting,  to  make  the 
first  essay  of  the  hitherto  untried  experiment  in 
this  country  of  a  branch  library  at  East  Bos- 
ton. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  annual  appropna- 
tion  bill  last  spring,  the  funds  needed   for  the 
purpose  were  granted  by  the  City  Govcnimcnt. 
Immediate  application  was  made  by  the  Trus- 
tees for  apartments  suitable  for  the    Library, 
and  reading-room.     The  committee  upon  Tub- 
lie  Buildings  promptly  decided  to  recommend 
the  dediaition  for  these  objects  of  the  second 
floor  of  the  old  Lyman  school  house  on  Meri- 
dian Street.     Upon  the  completion  of  the  new 
school  edifice,  and  consequent  removal  of  the 
school,  the  alterations  necessary  to  adapt  the 
bnildlng  to  the  requirements  of  the  Library  were 
begun ;  these  were  completed,  so  that  the  rooms 
were  rea<ly  for  occupancy  on  the  19th  of  Nov. 

1870. 

In  the  mean  time  the  work  of  coUectmg  ar- 
ranging and  cataloguing  the   l)ook8  had  gone 
forward  under  the  immcJiate  direction  of  the 
Superintendent.    Uiwn  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
a  selection  was  made  of  such  suitable  dupIicatc^ 
as  could  Ijc  spared  from  the  lower  hall   of  the 
Boylston  Street  Library.    On  the  27th  of  June, 
the  first    purchase  of  new  books  was  made, 
while  the  work  upon  this  collection  was  in  pro- 
gress.   On  the  26th  of  Octo!)cr  hist,  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Library  received  from  the  proprietors 
ofthc  Sumner  Library  Association  the  propo- 
sal of  a  transfer  of  that  valuable   collection  to 
the  citr.    This  offer  was  most  gratefully  accept- 
c  1  an  i  on  tiio  3lst  inst.  i:  was  taken  to  the  cen- 
trll  Librarv  and  the  books  ware  at  once  ex- 
amined, catalogued,  covered,  and  prepared  for 

circulation. 

Within  eleven  dirs  after  the  ronms  hid  been 
made  rc:wlv,  and  delivered  to  the  Trustees,  all 
the  iKwks  were  placed  in  their  appropriate  posi- 
tions upon  the  shelves.    The  reading-room  was 
opened  at  the  same  time ;  the  23th  of  Nov.    <0. 
The  catalogue  work  was  then  completed  in 
exact  conformitv  to  the  shelf  arrangements,  .ind 
i  the   printing  was  bsgun.     When  the  first  five 
pa  »o^  were  struck  off  from  the  press,  on  the  2,  th 
of  Januarv  last,  public  access  was  given  to  the 
portion  ofthc  Library  included  thereon ;  and  as 
fan  as  additional  r.gnatures  were  printed,  oppor- 
tunitv  was  aflordcd  of  ol>taining  the  fxioks  m 
the  successive  sta-cs  of  the  alphabet  toward 
c.mnletlon,  until  the  catalogue  was  finished  and 
ready  fur  distribution  on  the  third  of  the  present 

month. 

I  deem  it  important  that  this  statement 
should  be  made  that  our  friends  here  may  be 
Informed  of  the  detail  inseparable  from  prepara- 
tion and  to  indicate  to  them  that  no  time  has 
been  lost  bv  the  Tnistees  or  the  Superintend 
cnt  in  carrv'ing  out  the  good  intentions  of  the 
citv  in  their  Iwhalf ;  the  sequence  of  facts  may 
l,e  without  general  interest,  but  as  a  history  of 
the  foundation  of  the  institution,  it  is  proper 
that  it  shonld  be  placed  upon  rccor.l. 

I  come  now  to  the  Library  itself.  It  ronsists, 
as  Iwfore  statod.  of  two  distinct  collections;  the 
one  begun  bv  the  Ea^t  Bost4>n  Library  Associa- 
tion in  1832.  merged  in  the  Sumner  Library  m 
ISflO  an  I  tho  other,  the  iHioks  tiken  from  the 
Centml  Librarv  with  the  additions  by  purchase 
made  to  give  completncss  and  harmony  to  the 

""  Wi*th  the  historv  ofthc  Sumner  Library,  you 
arc  all  familiar.  It  was  the  private  collection 
of  the  late  Ocn.  VT  H.  Sumner,  so  idcntihed 
with  thcearlv  history  of  this  ward,  not  only  as 
nriginallv.  bv  inheritance  an  extensive  proprietor 
of  lands" but  .„bM^  luently,  a«  the  wdl   known 
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the  statistics  of  the  Central  Lilnary  showed  to 
be  most  freely  circulated  among  its  patrons. 

In  giving  to  the  inhabitants  of  East  Boston, 
a  popular  Library  at  their  own  doors,  it  1»  not 
Intended  to  exclude  them,  nor  are  they  in  any 
manner  excluded  from,  the  uses  of  the  great 
Library  In  the  city ;  their  Liljrary  is  but  an  in- 
crement of  the  larger  one,  and  what  is  not 
found  in  the  smaller  collection,  may  be  reason- 
ably sought  in  the  central  institution. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  in  the  forma- 
tion and  establishment  of  this  Library,  it  was 
the  hope  and  expectation  of  the  Trustees  that  it 
would  be  made  by  the  residents  of  East  Boston 
the  nucleus  of  a  larger  collection  of  books  of  a 
permanent  and  substantial  though  less  popular 
value. 

Donations  may  be  made  to  it  of  works  of  this 
class  upon  precisely  the  same  conditions  as  they 
are  constantly  given  to  the  parent  institution. 
Upon  the  principle  upon  which   this  Library 
was  based,  no  book  was  placed  in  it,  with  the 
exception    of  strictly   reference    works,    that 
was  not  suited  to  and  prepared  for  circulation. 
At  this  point,  it  is  exactly  parallel  In   its    uses 
with  the  Library  in  the  lower  hall  in  Boylston 
Street.    Beyond  this  degree  of  pteparation,  and 
in  view  of  future  establishment  of  a  similar 
character  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  it  did  not 
seem    expedient   to   the  Trustees    to  go;    the 
stated  increase  of  the  Lii)rary  in  new  and  pop- 
ular books  will  also  form  part  of  their  duty  to 
provide.  But  we  may  hope,  as  theadvantages  of 
the  institution  become   daily  mot",  apparent  to 
the  citizens  of  the  ward,  that   liberal  donations 
may  be  made  to  it  of  such  a  character  as  will  in- 
crease its  importance  and  general  value.    Let  it 
l)c  remembered  that  a  good  book  deposited  in 
this  free  Library  may  be  the  means  of  helping 
forward  in  the  path  of  honorable  ambition,  not 
only  the  reader  of  to-day,  but  of  the  unknown 
future ;  the  larger  the  reservoir  of  knowledge 
the  more  ample  its  means  of  supply— the  reser- 
voir may  Ikj  built  and  sustained  by  a  protect- 
ing government,  but  its  supplies  may  be  per- 
manently augmented  and  freshened    by    the 
help  of  a  liberal  and  appreciative  community. 
I  have  no  argument  to  make  to  you  upon  the 
Importance  of  Libraries  to.  the  population  to 
which  they  furnish  moral  and  intellectual  nur- 
ture.    To  the   restless   activity  of  onr   New 
England  temperament,    the  newspaper  is  the 
first  demand ;  after  that  necessity  of  daily  life 
is  supplied,    many  readers  desire    to     obtain 
through  perioilical  literature  a  large  amount  of 
amnsement  a^d  information  in  a  short  space  of 
time.    Then    follows  the  application  to  iKwks 
of  the  class  desired  by  the  individual. 

No  man  Ix-coracs  wise,  or  learncl,  or  nsoful 
by  the  simple  reading  of  books.  They  arc  only 
means  to  an  end-which  end  depends  upon  the 
understanding  of  the  reader.  It  has  been  said 
that  knowledge  is  power,  but  it  might  have 
been  said  more  justly,  that  applied  knowledge 
is  power.  If  the  book  is  not  read  in  a  manner 
which  fosters  thought,  or  developcs  the  mental 
fiicultics,  it  leaves  no  proper  impress ;  there  are 
but  few  books  so  poor  or  so  meagre  in  thought 
or  incident  that  intelligence  may  not  gather 
something  profitable  from  the  perusal;  but  of 
this  class  one  may  not   constitute  a   popular 

''  Thc'tispcts  and  attractions  of  a  Library  are  as 
various  and  many    sided,  as  are  differences  in 
life,  employment  and  education  of  the  individ- 
uals using  it.  .  •  „  „f 
In  Lord  Lvtton's  wldress  at  the  opening  of 
the  Manchester  Free  Library,   he  commended 
thcncwcntei-prif'etothe  workingmcn   of  that 
■rreat  citv  in  the  following  language :    "  A    Li- 
-  brary  is  not  onlv  a  school,  it  is  an  arsenal  and 
"  an  armory.  Books  are  wc.ipons  :  either  for  war 
."or  for  se"lf  defence;   and  the  prin<iples    of 
..  chivalry  arc  as  applicable  to  the  student  now, 
"  as  thev  ever  were  to  the  knight  of  old.      Fo 
"defend  the  weak;  to  resist  the  oppressor;  to 
.'add  to  courage  humility  ;  to  give  to  man  the 
"  service,  and  to  God  the  glory  ;  is  the  students 
•'duty  now.  as   it  w;is   once   the  duty    of  the 

"  knight  of  old." 

To  this  view  of  the  Influence  of  a  collection 
of  books  may  be  contra.'^tcd  the  words  of 
Ildnsi.is.  the  leaniod  librari.m  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ixjyden,  showing  the  effect  on  an  entirely 
different  temperment.    He  says : 

-I  have  no  sooner  entered  the  library,  and 
"closed  the  door  behind  me  than  I  thus  bani.li 
"deMrc.    .imbition,     drunkenness,    indolence 
"  and  all  the  vices  of  which  idleness,  mother  o' 
ignorance  and  melancholoy,  is  the  scource;  I 
.  sit    in  -he  bosom,  even,  of    eternity  omong 
-  those  divine  men.  with  so  much  pride,  with  so 
..  much  satisfaction,  that  I  i.ity  all  the  great  and 
"all  the  rich,  who  are  strangers  to  this  happi- 
ness."    In   writing    these  words,    he    touches 
upon  the  thought  expressed  by  his  greater  con- 
temporary.   I>ord    Bacon,  who  calls  lii.raries 
"the  shrines  where  all   the  relies  of  the   ancient 
"  saints,  full  of  true  virtue,  an<l  tliat  without 
delusion  or    importance,     are    preserved  and 

reposed. 

Bnt  the  meaning  of  a  library   no  less  than 
its  structure,  has  been  greatly  changed,    since 
the  present  era  has  opened  wide  its  «loors  for 
the  wellfarc  of  the  whole  people.    This  free- 
dom  of  access    has    given  toijducation,    new, 
ditrusive  and  powerful  impnlses,  and  the  au- 
thors of  the  time    are    lafwring  to   meet  the 
greatly  increased  demand  for  what  is  deemed 
popular    knowledge.    In  the  olden  time,    the 
library   was  a  scal»d  cham»>er    to  the  artisan. 
He  had  no  part  or  lot  in  its  hidden  treasures. 
Even  to-day.  several  of  the  largest  collections 
in  Europe,  are  practically  inaccessible  to  the 
working  man.  The  magT  =  -^-"t  TTr:--ril  T  n.ri- 


cannot  be  exercised  by  parents  and  guardians 
as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the  books  of- 
fered  and   obt;uned  for    their  perusal.    These 
should  be  carefully  suited  to  the  disposition, 
temperament,  deflciences  as  well  as  wholesome 
tendencies  of  the  individual  child.    Of  this  re- 
sponsibility, those  standing  in  trusted  relations 
of  oversight  and   affection,    may  not  relieve 
themselves.    In  sending  children  to  a  library 
prepared  for  both  sexes  and  all  ages  and  classes  in 
the  community,  with  perfect  liberty  of  selection 
and  with  no  direction  but  their  own  taste  and  in- 
clination—especial sjipervislon  is  needed.  Books 
which  are  salutary   to  other  temperaments  or 
to  maturer  Intelligences,   may  be  injurious  to 
their  safe  moral  or  mental  growth.  Without  the 
judgment  or  experience,  which  rejects  the  tri- 
fiing  or  the  unworthy,    the  premature  or   the 
unfit,  and  in  the  absence  of  suitable  advice,  the 
great  danger  of  promiscuous  reading   is  only 
too  apparent.     No    sane    person  would   send 
a  child  into  a  drug  store  to  select   from   the 
leading  mcdieaments  for  the  body  therein  care 
fully  gathered,  such  alterations  of  his  phvslcftl 
condition  as   were  most  suited  to  his  palate 
without    consideration  of  the  iiossiblc    efrect-" 
In  this  opinion,  one  is  confirmed  ))y  the  great 
authority  of  airhbishop  Whately,  "  as  hardly 
"anything  can    touch  the  soft  clay   without 
"stamping   its   mark  on    it,    so    hardly    any 
"  reaeling  can  interest  a  child  without  contribut- 
"  ing  in  some  degree,  though  the  Inwk   itselt 
"be  afterward  totally  forgotten,   to  form  the 
"character;    and  tlie    parents    therefore  who 
"merely  requiring  f\om  him  a  certain  course 
"  of  study,  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  story 
"liooks,  arc  educating  him,  they  know  not  how. 
The  sensational  character  of  many  novelists 
of  the  present  day  has  found  too  many  imita- 
tors in  the  preparation  of  adventurous  and  ex- 
citing books  for   the  young,    a.lmiration     for 
successful  daring,  the  fascination  of  critical  and 
desperate  situations,  the  falsely  bright  coloring, 
of  ignoble  characters,  funilsh  a  stimulating  ex- 
citement to  the  youthful  reader,  of  which  the 
injurious  effects,  if  not  immediately  apparent, 
are  nevertheless,  Iwth  i>erinaiient  and  rcil.    But 
in  the  multitudes  of  pulilications  intended  fur 
juvenile  perusal,  it  is  also  true  that  the  m«.st 
part,    if  not  those    sought  with  most  avidity, 
are  designed  for  moral,  intellectual  or  l•cli^'lou^ 
devclopcmciit,   and,    «w    such,  may  l»c  useful 
for  the  end  proposed.  The  youth  of  this  gcnerat.m 
enjoy   a«lvantages  in  the  form  of  amusement 
and  instruction  wholly  unknown   to  ti.eir  par- 
ents and    still  lew  their  gran<lparent*.     In   a 
list  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  authors,  princi- 
pallv  English    and  American,  who  have  writ- 
ten "works  especially  directed  to  the  Improve- 
ment    of  the    young,    only    sixty    publish.d 
their  volumes  lK!fore  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century,    and    the.^    were   chiefly  writ.r> 
upon  educational  or  religious  snbjects.    M  .tl. 
such  an  affluence  of  lKx>ks,  and   with  the  ele- 
mentary  education    of  the   ^cli^yonm    fitting 
them  to  cnjov  and  appreciate  tlulr  re;vling,  the 
youth  of  New  England  should  not   fail  to  learn 
"rightly  the  great  lessons  of   life-an.l     mako 
themselves  useful  and  respccte<I  In  the  various 
spheres    of  occnpation  to    which  they   devote 
their    maturer  years.    To  accomplish  this  rc- 
^ult    they  must  essentially  acquire  the  knowl- 
edge which  teaches  fidelity   to  duty,  loyalty  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  toleration 
to  the  honest  opinions  of  others,    whether  m 
morals,  politico  or  religion,    avoidance    of  all 
entangling  alliances,  the  absolute  right  lo  laiK>r 
without  control  l^yond  natural  and  self.in.i>oHcd 
limits,  the  charity  which  hclpeth  our  brothers, 
UKl  the    fearlessness    which  is  Imsed  on  pure 
■.nd  generous  sympathies.    These  are  the  ide:is 
ana  the  principles    whi  h    give   civilization  to 
communities,  upon   which  the  true  progress  o 
the  body  politic  is  to  \^  based.    No  study  or 
reading"wl.idi  has  not  these  results  In  view  is 
cither  broad  or  catholic.  With  this  brief  exposi- 
tion of  the  possible  uses  of  good  fiooks    I  com- 
mend our  library  to  the  youth  of  this  %Vard. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  principles  upin  which 
this    coll«cti<m  of  lK>ok8  Jias    In-cn  gathered. 
The  «a-acitv  and  f. rethought  which  .llctated  the 
I^t  rc^pirt  of  the  Trustees  of  the  PuWI;;  U'.ra- 
n  in  1^2,  h.^  produced  a  ..arvest  of  which  he 
Citv  of  Boston  may  well  l»e  proud.    Sa,d  the 
Un.  ..f  that   re,H,ri,  Mr.  Tleknor.  whose  n. 
cent  death   has  been  so  d..ply  monmcl.  and 
,.hose  continuous  collection   to  ,l.e  ms  ifUJ.,. 
to  U.C  early  destinies  of  whici.  he  main  y  gave 
dir^  tion  and  form,  has  manifesto  itself  s.nce 
h    the  bequest  of  his  rare  collection  ol  S;.:u,- 
Si  and  Portuguese  lKK,ks;  said  this  eminent 
Liar  in  reference  to  the  foundation  of  a   fne 
, ,  ,.rv  •    "  In    the    establishment   of   ..-  .  a 
II    b^ry  a  beginning  should  be  n..^ 
.wi2ltan^^harply  defined  or  settled, dan 

.."as  to  be  governed  by  circumstances  as  h  > 

::m«'e;S"-ew     building,    and 
..ma^mg  no  show;  but  spending  such  mon, 

..r^^v    be    appropriat.d   f-.r    .!..■    V^r?^ 

"c^leflTon  books  that  are  known  t..  be  n^allj 
/J^f^drathcrthanonsnchaswilmak    an 

"  imposing,  ascientifir,  or  a  harnM  .  -IK   ..  .n 
..  t^S^^ng  however  m.^t  confidently,  that  sue  . 
..rii^yinthelongrun     .vUl    c^^na, 

'•*'"*"^r'i:^;T:'^'v:^f:u..rai> 

"to  l»cfin  bv  making  u  a  rt.ui* 
..t    .wakening  a  general   interest  m  it   a^ 
important    to    tlie 


'Citv    In-'titution, 


whfde 
incnt 


.•l^le.  a  part  of  their  educUi^.n.  m  -lemcn 
..^i;,,  pin..- a.  1  prosperity,  l.;hcsnr.s 

1     •»  «»  irt-f  •  nnd  ncn  librarv 

"war  to  make  it  at  la->f 

r  r  «,!  .nrp    «;'  '■.  a"'l  scholars. 

"  for  men  of  ScKncc,  ^.  .  *        ,     .„,'. 

„^~.  well   as  fV,r  the   ffrcat  tn-ly  of  m-  ,.  n|„. . 
ir  .s     sncc 


■ 
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liuiidlng  totlic  rcquiicmcnt«  of  the  Library  were 
begun;  these  were  completed,  i»o  that  the  rooms 
were  roa^ly  for  occupftncy  on  the  19th  of  Nov. 

1870. 

In  the  mean  time  the  work  of  collecting  ar- 
ranging and  cataloguing  the  books  had  gone 
forward  under  the  ImmeJiate  direction  of  the 
Superintendent.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
A  selection  was  made  of  such  suitable  duplitateh 
as  could  be  spared  from  the  lower  hall  of  the 
Doylston  Street  Library.  On  the  27tli  of  June, 
the  fust  purchase  of  new  books  was  made, 
while  the  work  upon  this  collection  was  in  pro- 
gress. On  the  26th  of  October  last,  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Library  received  from  the  propn--tor;. 
ofthe  Sumner  Library  Association  the  propo- 
sal of  a  transfer  of  that  valuable  collection  to 
the  city.  This  offer  was  most  gratefully  accept- 
c  I  and  ov  the  31st  inst.  it  was  taken  to  the  ccn- 
tr  il  Lu*.-ary  and  the  books  ware  at  once  ex- 
amined, catalogued,  covered,  and  prepared  for 

circulation. 

Within  eleven  diya  after  the  roains  h  vl  been 
made  rciwlv,  and  delivered  to  the  Trustees,  all 
the  books  were  placed  in  their  appropriate  posi- 
tions upon  the  shelves.  The  reading-room  was 
opened  at  the  same  time ;  the  23th  o(  Nov.  70. 
The  catalogue  work  was  then  completed  in 
exact  conforniity  to  the  shelf  arrangements,  and 
the  printing  wa«  bagnn.  When  the  first  five 
pft  res  were  struck  off  from  the  press,  on  the  27th 
of  January  last,  public  access  was  given  to  the 
portion  of  the  Lil)rary  included  thereon ;  and  as 
fast  as  additional  signatures  were  printed,  oppor- 
t'unity  was  afforded  of  obtaining  the  books  in 
the  successive  stages  of  the  alphabet  toward 
I  completion,  until  the  catalogue  was  finished  and 
ready  for  di.stril)ution  on  the  third  of  the  present 

month. 

I  deem  it  important  that  this  statement 
.  should  be  made  that  our  friends  here  may  be 
informed  of  the  detail  inseparable  from  prepara- 
tion, and  to  indicate  to  them  that  no  time  has 
been  lost  by  the  Trustees  or  the  Superintend 
cnt  in  carrying  out  the  good  intentions  of  the 
city  in  their  behalf;  the  sequence  of  facts  may 
be  without  general  interest,  but  as  a  history  of 
the  foundation  ot  the  institution,  it  is  proper 
that  it  should  bo  placed  upon  record. 

I  come  now  to  the  Library  itself.  It  consists, 
as  before  stated,  of  two  distinct  collections ;  the 
one,  begun  by  the  East  Boston  Library  Associa- 
tion in  1852,  merged  in  the  Sumner  Library  in 
1860,  and  the  other,  the  books  taken  from  the 
Central  Library  with  the  additions  l)y  purchase 
made  to  give  complctncss  and  harmony  to  the 

whole. 

With  the  history  of  the  Sumner  Library,  you 
are  all  ^miliar.  It  was  the  private  collection 
of  the  late  Gen.  ^V  .  IL  Sumner,  so  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  this  ward,  not  only  as 
originally,  by  inheritance  an  extensive  proprietor 
of  lands,  but  subsequently,  as  the  well  known 
annalistof  Kast  Bo.ston.  By  the  second  codi- 
cil to  his  will,  made  Juno  22nd,  1860,  he  directs 
that  all  his  books,  manuscripts  and  pamphlets 
should  be  given  to  the  Sumner  Library  Associa- 
tion. This  Association,  originally  Incorporated  in 
18.52,  as  the  Kast  Boston  Library  Association,  by 
a  8ul)seqnent  act  passed  in  1859,  was  pcrmitteci 
to  adopt  tho  name  by  which  it  has  been  more 
generally  known.  For  some  years  after  its 
first  organization,  it  was  sustained  by  private 
subscriptions,  and  courses  of  lectures  were  giv- 
en in  its  aid.  At  a  time  when  its  usefulness  had 
iomewhat  diminished.  It  was  intimated  by 
General  Sumner  that  he  should  devise  land  for 
it8l)cnefit,  Rubjcct  to  conditions  which  w  uild 
bo  mentioned  in  his  will. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  say  further  upon  this 
point,  that  from  causes  entirely  beyond  its 
control,  the  Association  was  unable  to  avail 
Itself  of  the  advantages  expected  and  hoped 
from  the  conditional  donation;  the  Library  had 
In  recent  years,  been  sustained  by  the  energies 
of  a  few  friends,  who,  sliortly  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  branch  Library  was  made  ccrt^iin, 
with  a  public  spirit  infinitely  to  their  honor, 
voted  to  transfer  tho  whole  collection  to  the 
dty;  tills  library,  as  Iwfore  stated,  included  not 
only  the  Sumner  Lil)rary,  l)nt  such  other 
volumes  purchased  from  their  own  funds,  and 
had  been  added  from  time  to  time  to  keep 
alive  tho  popular  interest  in  the  institution. 
This  then,  in  brief,  is  tho  history  of  the 
formation  of  this  Library  ;  the  books  gathered 
here  were  supplemented  and  extended  by  the 
filling  of  such  vacancies,  and  the  acquisition  ol 
such  new  material  as  was  necessary  to  give  pro- 
portion and  consi.*tency  to  the  whole  collection, 
bring  its  various  departments  down  to  the  most 
important  recent  pulilications  upon  their  variou." 
Bnbjccts,  and  fitting  it  as  completely  as  w.o.* 
practicable  for  the  uses  of  to-day. 

Every  community  differs  In  a  greater  or  less 
dentree  from  every  other  community,  in  its  in- 
dnsi.ips,  its  economies  and  its  tastes,  and  it 
will  be  truly  remarkable  if  experience  shall 
show  th.tt  the  new  Lilirary  h:w  not  gaps  to  1)C 
filled  hereafter  In  points  of  special  interest  U> 
this  section  of  the  city,  notwithstanding  its 
substantial  fulness  upon  subjects  of  general  in- 
terest. 

Tills  liljrary  now  contains  more  than  5700 
volumes.  It  has  been  wisely  arranged  by  the 
Superintendent  npon  the  principle  of  gathering, 
so  far  as  was  practicable,  within  the  number  of 
volumes,  the  largest  number  of  books  useful  to 
the  largest  number  of  readers.  It  will  be  found 
to  contain  the  most  approved  histories  of  the 
old  and  the  new  world,  the  works  of  the  great 
names  eminent  in  literature  in  England  and  the 
United  States,  biographies  of  distingii-ishcd 
men,  the  fiction  and  miseollaneous  reading 
most  largely  in  demand  at  tlic  present  day; 
works  of  elementary  and  practical  Science,  and 
>f  general  rcferance;   In  fine,  snch  Ijooks  as 


understanding  of  the  reader.  It  has  been  said 
that  knowledge  Is  power,  >  nt  it  might  have 
been  said  more  justly,  that  applied  knowledge 
is  i»owpr.  If  the  book  is  not  rend  in  a  manner 
which  fosters  thought,  or  developes  tlie  mental 
faculties,  it  b-aves  no  proper  impress ;  there  are 
but  few  books  so  poor  or  so  meagre  in  thought 
or  incident  that  intelligence  may  not  gather 
something  profitable  from  the  perusal ;  biit  of 
this  class  one  may  not  constitute  a  popular 
libr.iry. 

The  aspects  and  attractions  of  a  Library  are  as 
various  and  many  sided,  as  are  ditfercnces  in 
life,  employment  and  education  of  the  individ- 
uals using  it. 

In  I>ord  Lytton's  address  at  the  opening  of 
the  Manchester  Free  Lii)rary,  he  coinmeiided 
the  new  enterprise  to  the  workingmcn  of  that 
great  city  in  the  following  langiia.jo  :  "  A  Li- 
"  l)rary  is  not  only  a  school,  it  is  an  arsenal  and 
'*  an  armory.  Books  am  weapons  :  either  for  w  ar 
"  or  for  self  defence ;  and  the  principles  of 
"  chivalry  are  as  applicable  to  the  student  now, 
"  as  they  ever  were  to  the  kniglit  of  old.  To 
" defend  the  weak ;  to  resist  the  oppressor;  to 
"add  to  courage  humility  ;  to  give  to  man  the 
"  service,  and  to  God  the  glory ;  is  the  students 
"  duty  now,  as    it  was    once    the  duty    of  the 


"  kni^'ht  of  old." 

To  this  view  of  tho  influence  of  a  collection 
of  books  may  be  contrasted  the  words  of 
Heinsius,  the  leanied  librarian  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Leyden,  showing  the  effect  on  an  entirely 
different  temperment.     He  says  : 

••  I  have  no  sooner  entered  the  library,  and 
"dost  u  the  door  behind  me  than  I  thus  banish 
"desire,  ambition,  drunkenness,  indolence, 
"and  all  the  vices  of  which  idleness,  mother  o^ 
"ignorance  and  mclaneholoy,  is  the  sconrce;  I 
.'sit  in  'he  bosom,  even,  of  eternity  nmong 
"those  divine  men,  with  so  much  pride,  with  so 
"  much  satisfaction,  that  I  pity  all  the  great  and 
"all  the  rich,  who  are  strangers  to  this  hapi)i- 
ness."  In  writing  those  words,  he  touches 
upon  the  thought  expressed  liy  his  greater  con- 
temporary. Lord  Bacon,  who  calls  lilirarles 
"the  shrines  whore  all  the  relies  of  the  ancient 
"  saints,  full  of  true  virtue,  and  that  without 
delusion  or  importance,  are  preserved  and 
reposed. 

But  the  meaning  of  a  library  no  less  than 
its  structure,  has  been  greatly  changed,    since 
the  present  era  has  opened  wide  its  doors  for 
the  wcllfaro  of  the  whole  people.    This  free- 
dom of  access    has    given  to  education,    new, 
diffusive  and  powerful   iini)ulses,  and  the  au- 
thors of  the  time    are    lalwring  to   meet  the 
greatly  Increased  demand  for  what  is  deemed 
popular    knowledge.    In  the  olden  time,    the 
library  was  a  scal»<l  chamber   to  the  artisan. 
He  had  no  part  or  lot  in  its  hidden  treasures. 
Even  to-day,  several  of  the  largest  collections 
in  Europe,  are  practically  inaccessible  to  the 
working  man.  The  magnificent  Imperial  Libra- 
rj-  at  St.  Tetersburg,  in  the  centre  of  a  city  of 
more  than  000,000  Inhabitants,  with  a  collection 
of  books  more  than  five  times  larger  than  the 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  had  in 
18G8  with  its  1,000,000  of  volumes  hardly  more 
readers  per  week  than  the  recently  established 
branch  lllirary  in  Kast  Boston, 

But,  in  any  library  one  must  remember  the 
old  Italian  proverb  "  there  is  no  greater  thief 
than  a  bad  book."  It  robs  you  of  your  time ;  a 
possession  which  once  lost  is  never  regained. 
Such  books,  then,  should  neither  be  acquired  or 
read.  While  on  the  other  hand,  good  books 
quicken  the  developcment  of  the  understanding, 
and  accelerate  useful  progress.  Said  Alphonso, 
king  of  Arriigon,  "  Books  are  the  counsellors 
which  please  mc  most.  Neither  fear  nor  hope 
prevent  them  from  telling  mc  what  I  ought  to 

do." 

The  great  activity  of  the  press  during  the 
present  century  has  produced  an  immciisenum 
bcr  of  volumes,  most  of  which  are  unknown 
to  fame,  and  many  useless,  as  containing  noth- 
ing but  "  iterations  varied  sometimes  in  form, 
but  not  new  In  substance."  Upon  the  majority 
of  these,  the  impress  of  time  has  set  the  true 
mark  of  their  value.  Among  the  wise  precau- 
tions taken  by  more  than  one  of  the  benefac- 
tors of  our  Library,  the  income  of  their  trust- 
funds  can  only  be  expended  upon  books,  which 
liavc  l)ecn  printed  in  some  one  edition  for  five 
years,  and  if  living  and  rend  for  that  short 
period,  have  acquired  a  proximate  value,  entit- 
ling them  to  consideration.  The  po  jr  books  per- 
ish and  disappear.  A  witty  Frenchm.in  remarks 
tliat  there  is  the  same  proportion  between  the 
inannfaetiirc  of,  l)ooks  and  their  destruction, 
as  between  life  and  death— that  the  indefatiga- 
ble hands  of  the  grocer,  the  apothecary,  the 
market  man,  and  paper  collar  manufacturer, 
destroy  daily  as  many  books  and  pamphlets 
as  are  published,  and  thus  preserve  an  equilib- 
rium. Were  it  nut  for  this,  the  mass  of  printed 
paper  could  Increase  to  an  inconvenient  sire, 
and  would  finally  occupy  the  rooms  of  all  the 
l)uildings.  This  exaggaration  may  perhaps  suit 
the  economical  customs  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  but  I  fear  that  we  have  no  such  sum- 
mary processes  for  the  restoration  of  an  equi- 
librium in  this  country. 

But  no  portion  of  society  has  been  so  much 
benefitted  in  this  century  by  the  industry  of 
authors  as  the  youth  of  both  sexes.  Books 
specially  written  for  their  use  in  Fiction,  H!i- 
tory,  Biography,  Science  and  Religion,  have 
been  printed  in  large  numbers.  The  distribu- 
ting room  of  the  lower  Hall  library  in  Boylston 
St.  is  thronged  daily  by  the  young  in  eager  pur- 
suit of  the  object  of  their  desire.  Upon  the  tender 
and  susceptible  nature  of  childhood  impressions 
are  rapidly  and  easily  made.  To  their  nnfledged 
judgment,  and  dormant  understandings  a  bad  or 
trifling iKKJk  does  infinite  harm.    Too  much  cars 


ent  century,  and  these  wciv  chiefly  writers 
upon  educational  or  religious  snbjicts.  With 
such  an  aftluenee  ni  lKK»ks,  and  with  the  ele- 
mentary education  of  the  schoy^room  fitting 
them  to  enjoy  and  ai)preeiate  their  R'adiug,  the 
youth  of  New  England  should  not  fail  to  learn 
rightly  tho  great  lessons  of  life— an<l  inako 
themselves  useful  and  respected  In  tlie  various 
spheres  of  occupation  to  which  they  devote 
their  maturer  years.  To  accomplish  this  re- 
sult, they  must  essentially  accpiirc  the  knowl- 
edge which  teaches  fidelity  to  duty,  loyalty  to 
tho  constitution  of  the  United  States,  toleration 
to  the  honest  opinions  of  others,  whether  in 
morals,  polities  or  religion,  avoidance  of  all 
entangling  alliances,  the  absolute  right  to  la'K)r 
without  control  l>eyond  natural  and  self-imi)oscd 
limits,  the  charity  which  hclpcth  our  brothers, 
and  the  fearlessness  which  Is  based  on  i)ure 
and  generous  sympathies.  These  are  the  ideas 
and  the  principles  whi  h  give  civilization  to 
communities,  upon  which  the  true  progress  of 
the  l>n(ly  politij  is  to  bo  hasod.  No  study  or 
reading  which  hivs  not  these  results  in  view  is 
either  broad  or  catholic.  With  this  brief  exposi- 
tion of  tlie  possible  uses  of  good  books,  I  com- 
mend our  library  to  the  youth  of  this  Ward. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  prhulples  upon  which 
this    colluction   of  books  Jias    been  gathered. 
The  sagacity  and  f  )rcthought  which  dictated  the 
first  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Tublic  Libra- 
ry  in  18.52,  has  produced  a  harvest  of  which  the 
City  of  Boston  may  well  Ik?  i)rou<l.    Said  the 
author  of  that  repent,  Mr.  Tlekuor,  whose  re- 
cent death  has  licen  so  d.-cply  mourned,  aiul 
whose  continuous   eolleetlcm   to  the  Institution 
to  the  early  destinies  of  which  he  mainly  gave 
direction  and  form,  has  manifested  itself  since 
i)y  the  bequest  of  his  rare  collection  of  Span- 
ish and  Portuguese  lMX)ks;  said   this  eminent 
scholar  in  reference  to  the  foundation  of  a  free 
library :    "  In    the    establishment   of  such  a 
"  library  a  beginning  should  be  made,  wo  think, 
"  without  any  shari)ly  defined  or  settled  plan, 
''  so  as  to  be  governed  by  circumsfanecs  as  they 
"  may    arise.    The  eomnienccmcnt  should  be 
"made  of  preference  in  a  very  unpretending 
"manner;     erecting    no   new     building,    and 
"making  no  show;  but  spending  such  monies 
"  as    iTtay    be    appropriated  for    the    purpose 
"  chiefly  on  books  that  are  known   to  be  ivally 
•'  wanted  rather  than  on  such  as  will  make  an 
"  imposing,  a  scientific,  or  a  learned  collection; 
"  trusting  however  most  confidently,  that  such 
"  a  lil)rary  in  tlie  long   rut.,    will    contain  all 
"  that  anybody  can  reasonably  ask  of  it.    For 
"to  begin  by  making  it  a  really  useful  library ; 
"  by    awakening  a  general   Interest  in  it   as  a 
"City    Institution,    innMntunt    to    the    whole 
"jieople,  a  part  of  their  educUion,  an  element 
<'of  their  h  ippiness  and  prosperity.  Is  the  surest 
"  way  to  make  it  at  last  a  great  and  rich  library 
"  for  men  of  Science,  Statesmen,   and  scholars, 
"  as  well   as  fijr  the   great  body  of  the  people,  j 
"many   of    whom    arc    always     successfully  I 
"strni'gling  up  to   honorahle  distinctions,  and 
"all  of  whom  should  be  encouraged  and  helped 
"  to  do  It. 

I  quote  this  passage  at  length  to  sliow  how 
amply  And  thoroughly  the  trust  and  expecta- 
tion of  this  wise  man  have  been  met  in   the 
history  of  the    Public  Library   of  the  City  of 
Boston.    But  what    is  true   in  these  respects  of 
the  larger  community  is  also  true  of  the  small- 
er.   What  the  East  Boston  LUnary  will  become 
in  the  future  must  depend  upon  the  sympathy, 
care,  help,  and  use  of  the  community  In  which 
it  is  placed.    The  city  government  has  endowed 
it  as  generously   at  the  outset  as  was  deemed 
sufflcient   for  the   beginning  of  the'Miison  St. 
Library.    That  has  since  been  enriched  and  en- 
larged to  a  greater  extend  by  jtrivate  munifi- 
cence than  by  appropiiitioii  of  the  public  monies. 
To  make  your  library  truly  useful,  and  to  give 
it  a  growth  equal  to  the  necessities  of  your 
growing    population,    all    classes  should  take 
interest  irt  it— .ind  there    is  no  fear  that   this 
result  will  not  come  to  pass,  provided  all  class- 
es seek  and   find   here  the   books  which   they 
need.    This  then  Is  the  iiucleous  of  your  fu- 
ture library.    From  the  lH)erallty  of  your  own 
citizens,  and  from   the  cxpendltnre  of  the  city, 
abroad   and  ample   foundatiim   ims  been   laid, 
upon  which  you  may  build. 

In  entrusting  the  institution  to  your  care  and 
watchfulness,  permit  mc  to  say  further,  on  ixj- 
half  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Lilirary^ 
that  upon  the  success  of  this  trial  devolve  other 
important  undertakings  of  a  similar  character 
in  other  outlying  districts  of  the  city.  Tho 
early  days  of  this  history  are  most  encourag- 
ing for  the  future— the  dcnurid  for  books  and 
tho  use  of  the  reading-room  has  already  far  ex- 
ceeded our  expectations.  That  its  roots  may 
sprea«l  widely  and  deeply  into  your  affections, 
and  that  It  may  grow  to  be  a  pride  and  a  glory 
ro  the  Island  ward  Is  tho  heartfelt  desire  of 
the  Trustees  to  whom  itsiur.nodlate  supcrvl>.ion 
Is  committed. 
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HI8TOBICAL  FiCTioN.-Our  labonous  and  in- 
tell  Kent  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Library 
ZAusi  Issued  a  small  pamphlet,  of  very  grca 
value.    It  isdeHigucd  .o  help  readers  to  ^ect 
works  of  imagination,  in  prose  and  poetry,  illus- 
trative of  historical  eras  and  per8onas,'e8     And  a 
capital  idea  it  is,  too;  and  one  t^^t  we  hope  may 
be  worked  out  in  other  directions.     Wo  have 
we  must   confess,   no    very    high    o,nmon  ^t 
what  are  called  "historical  novel.."  as  means  u 
instruction.    They  are,  as  a  rule,  so  untruth lul 
^nd  unreliable  in  matters  ot  fact,  and  especially 
in  theirlchronulojry,  and  the  poetic  ^^^^  f  ^ 
far  ind^ged  in  historical  poetry,  that  they  ofU^nor 
lead  unmtcUigent  readers  astray,  tb*"  ^i")'*  ^^^I 
torically.    Yet  for  one  who  is  Sro^f^J^  *^^ 
Kreat  facts  pertaining  to  an  era  or  a  historlcai 

character,  hintorical  novels  and  ?««"" J^y^^J^^ 
an  inur«ting.  if  not  important  use.    Supposing 
tuem  to  be  written  with  a  fair  degreeof  study  and 
care  thev  arc  useful  in  giving  the  manners  and 
customs  and  fashions  of  the  era  to  which  they 
relate,  and  thus  impressing  the  gener^  pictu^ 
of  that  era  more  deeply  on  the  memory.    These 
'  Cmoranda"  must  have  cost  t^e  library-work- 
ers a  good  deal  of  labor;  but  they  w,ll  feel  re- 
warded by  finding  that  they  are  fully  appreciated 
;;The  users  of  the  library.    And  now  we  would 
suggest  something  like  a  guide  to  readers  in  hi  - 
toiTitself.  and  other  departments  of  useful  knowl- 
S      a    little   pamphlet  which  shall  tell    the 
yo^ng  how  to  read  to  advantage,  what  bogks  to 
beuin\nth,  and  where  t.  find  the  best  accounts  of 
important  ;vents,  &c.,  &c.    It  w  .u,d  be  a  job  w 
know,  but  it  would  bo  immensely  useful  to  hund- 
reds of  young  readers. 
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jkm  Excellent  InstRntlQ*. 

The  Boston  Public  Library  numbers  over 
179  000  Tolumea,  and  Increases  at  the  rate 
of  about  tO.OOO  volumes  a  year.  Although 
books  are  freely  loaned  to   every  citizen, 
withoutany  other  security  than  a  simple 
promise  to  obey  Uxe  library  r*ffulationa» 
not  five  hundred  volumes  have  been  lost 
in  ten  years.    Over  200,000   books  were 
loaned  out  during  the  past   year  to  more 
than  20.000  different   persons.    The  infltt 
ence  tesulting  from  this  reading  it  would 
be  bard  to  estimate. 

The  most  remarkable  pains  are 
taken  to  secure  such  books  as  the 
people  wish,  and  every  inducement 
is  held  out  to  extend  the  use  of 
the  library .  Blanks  are  provided  tor  the  con- 
venience  ol  every  person  who  may  wish 
U)  recommend  the  purchase  ol  particular 
books,  and  as  soon  as  the  desired  volume 
is  obtained  printed  notice  is  sent  by  mail 
to  the  person  whose  address  is  signed  to 
the  recommendation.  BlWttld  *i»y  ^ne 
^Ish  to  examine  certahi  books  at  a  par- 
ticular hour,  blanks  are  also  provided  for 
the  proper  notification  ol  the  librarian,  and 
the  applicant  will  fiad  the  required  books 
ready,  in  the  reading-room,  for  his  inspec- 
tion, at  the  specified  time.  Anything  that 
will  promote  the  intellectual  good  ol  the 
community  is  esgerly  sought  lor  and  adopt- 
I  ed  A  litUe  catalogue  ot  historical  fiction , 
icr  gratuitous  dtetribution  to  the  frequents 
ers  of  the  library,  is  the  latest  instance  ot 
ttieir  application  ot  some  ot  the  highest 
principles  of  social  science.  This  cata- 
logue has  been  devised  as  an  unobtrufiive 
wide  to  works  of  more  lasting  valoe.  to 
stimulate  the  curiosity  of  the  reader,  and 
to  Induce  him,  by  historical  study,  to  sep- 
arate the  true  trom  the  fictitious.  The  im- 
portant events  m  diflerent  countries,  in 
^onological  order,  with  the  writers  who 
have  treated  of  them  and  the  titles  of 
their  books,  are  here  presented. 

They  manifest  an  equal   desire  to  pro- 
mote literary  culture  abroad  as  weU  as  at 
home;  tor  a    simple  inquiry,  tor  Informa- 
tion on  a  Blngte  point,  from  the    Library 
Association  here,  was  not  only  answered 
promptlv  and  fully,  but  was  followed  up 
by  a  supply  of  documents   of  all  kinds, 
bearing  upon  the  arrangement  of  Ubraries, 
and  ot  the  utmost  practical  bnportanoi  %o 
those  engaged  in  the  care  of  the  IniaWV 
S^ese  ^blessings.    No  other  simJar 
tasmution  in  the  world  is  conducted  upon 
euch  broad  and   llbe«l  I^clple.,  and  ao 
entirely  m  the  InteresU  of  those  tor  whose 
benefit  it  was  founded.    The  perusal  o^ 
their  documents  certataly  does  not  make  us 
wish  to  turn  Unitarian  and  dte>stw^"^y 
forever  enjoy  the  blessmrt^oh^ost^liRu 
it  makes  us  long  tor  the  to 
liar  library  here  '^U  exert  -flST 
nef  cent  influence  up«»  ©or  conuntiniJy 


Tiir  TosTi  PoBTHA.TS.-Tlioy  hare  i««ed  »t   the 
J"    Lilry    .   c^.u.ly    P-P;:^,^^j; 

lewetn    three   -f  f';"%]if ''^^^pUtulTi  W    of 
ste     it%xa*a,    RU.l    U^  J^j^L   w..rk  od    ibln  c«t»- 

,^ue    LM    ^'•^°    f  V"%r^tr  SrorJT  a  £ey  to  h-.th 

elder  and  ><'«-  Ju  ind  Wllle.    At  ihe  end  «f 

Mf.rahen.  %*»'r  ,\,    Prints     where    tb«    llk»- 

,he   iirt   Me   ^''""•/."n^'idMifl^,    »i»d     coUwWfl. 
ue»««    b»v«    »''^ri"J'iM  of  ideotifyiog  «-«o   ! 
may   u*!*'*!*  »*^"'"  *     .w«.  u   the  Aomi   »how  •»( 

Auiou^.  the  ro».J..'^  *&us"mJn.  The  O'  rm»M     and 
t,u«    two    ..r    tl.rte    K'*'    "^'7,^   the   Curtiniri  »' 
1,rH.«»  hnrU  ■      —i^  """  TSmu  XIV.  of  France 


titiU<  n  tu  hi. 

is  zlTi-n  In  ieve..  a... 


BOSTON,  THURSDAY,  JULY  0,  1871. 


BEANOH   LIBEAEIES. 
It  was  a  great  step  towards  the  edu- 
cHtioQ  of  the  community  when  free  li- 
braries were  recognized  as  legitimate 
institutions  for  municipalities,  and  no 
less  important  than  free  schools.  There 
is  another  step  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
give  the  whole  population  advantage 
of  this  higher  education;  that   is,  to 
distribute  the  collections  of   books  in- 
to the  various  sections  of  a  city  so  that 
all  may  have  as  easy  access  to  reading 
roora%«nd  alcoves  as  the  children  have 
to  their  school-rooms. 

The    first    thought     in    a     public 
library    evidently  should    be  to  pro- 
cure   such     books    as     the     people 
need,  and  place    them    where    they 
shall   be    most    accessible.    The    li- 
brary is  not  a  thing  to  be    kept   for 
show,  but  for  use.    The  point  is,  not 
to  accumulate  a  vast  amount  of  print- 
ed matter,  and  guard  it    from  injury 
and  loss,  that  it  may  be  handed  down 
to  posterity;  but  to  place  within   im- 
mediate and  tempting  convenience  for, 
the  masses  as  many  books  as  will  be 
serviceable.    The  city  of  Boston  has  a 
noble  building,  in  a  central  position,  al- 
ready stocked  with  as  great  a  variety, 
and  nearly  as  great  a  number  of  vol- 
umes as  can  be  wisely  cared  for  under 
one  management.    Suggestions  have 
been  thrown  out  as  to  enlarging  it,  or 
procuring    a  situation  where  a  more 
commodious  and  imposing    structure 
can  be  erected,  but  we  are  glad  to  see 
in  the  annual  report  of  the    trustees 
just  presented  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men,  no  indications  of  a  purpose  to 
pursue  the  latter  course,  and  we  ques- 
tion whether  there  may  not  bea better 
way  even  than  to  enlarge  the  present 
edifice.    It  would  be  a  mistake  for  the 
citizens  to  accept  as  a  free  gift,  a  large 
building  out  on  the  back  bay  or  else- 
where, on  the  condition  that  the  libra- 
ry must  be  kept  together  in  one  vast 
accumulation.    Plainly,  now,  the  thing 
is  to  open  branch  libraries  ia  several 


quarters  of  the  city,  with  a  moderate 
number  of  books,  duplicates  of  those 
most  in  request,  and  of  the  magazines, 
reviews  and  current  literature,  with 
cheerful  reading  rooms  and  writing 
conveniences  attached,  kept  open  to 
all  comers  6arly  and  late.  The  ample 
success  of  the  East  Boston  experiment 
testifies  to  the  excellence  of  bucU  a 
plan. 

By    utilizing    some    of  the   build- 
ings   now    belonging    to    the    city, 
very    little   expense     need     be     in- 
curred, and  the  comfort  and  satisfac- 
tion and  profit  of  the    community  be 
immeasurably  augmented,  as  follows: 
some  of  our  new  school    houses    have 
large  halls  which  are  used  only  during 
certain  hours  of  the  day  and  week,  and 
could  be  fitted    up    as    libraries    with 
slight  cost  and  no  serious  interference 
with  school    purposes.    The   janitors, 
the  heating  and  ventilating,  are' already 
provided  for.    The  master  or    certain 
tehchers  by  partial  release  from  other 
duties  might  take  the  needful  superin- 
tendence.   Or  there  are    commodious 
station  houses  in  which  the  police  con- 
gregate, where  city  libraries  and  read- 
ing rooms  might  be  located  to  the    re- 
demption of  the  costly    premises    and 
the  general  benefit.    The    method  of 
organizing    branch   libraries    can    be 
easily  arranged  when  officials  shall  hon- 
estly and  earnestly  set  about   it.    The 
time  is  not  far  distant  when    a   public 
library  and  reading  and  writing    room 
will  be  connected    with  every    school 
district  or  police  precinct.     When  the 
police  station  houses  are  converted  to 
this  purpose  they  will  find  their  ancient 
occupation  gone,  and  be    tenantless  of 
their  heroic  dwellers. 


CITY    GOVEBNMEUT. 


'-%i- 


hJIaKD    of   AliDKaMBN.  I 

^^-         Jfrld.y,  Aa«.  4,  18»1.     i 

'       mpetinK  of   the   Board  of  AUlermeu 
irXrnoon,  beglnnliig  at  one  o'clock, 


^on  presiding. 


ISuildiiiKs  iin'll    "^ ';f  1„ ',,i,ai,  and  (l>'ln8  all  the  labor  ro- 

poB8liricii>cu.    »      1        |,>or  tlie  (  omimttisc, 

"^ubW       K>tl       CHARLKH  E.  JENKINS.  Chairman. 


i>api;ks  fhom  the  commok  coumcil. 
The  foUowiiiB  orders  were  passed,  iu  concur- 

'*^Oi(ipred,  That  the  ('ommittpo  on  Pubjic  Bulld- 
inurt  be  authorized  to  make  such  aUerHtlorii  to  the 
I'ublic  Llbrarr  building  as  may  bo  necessary  to 
nrovide  additional  shelving  and  worklnn  luom. 
and  to  put  in  a  Hteam-heatmg  apparatus,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  oi  $5<),000.  »u  .  -V  1  »^ 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  luHler  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Financi*;  the  Hun>  of  $50,000,  to  be  ap))roi)rlated  for 
the  alt«'ratioii  of  the  Public  Library  buildinK. 

The  order*-  i)as8ed  by  a  vote  of  eight  to  oue— 
AUlerniau  Cutter  in  the  neBalive. 

In  considering  the  gubject,  Alderman  Cutter  cx- 
nreHse<l  his  astonishment  at  the  amount  of  money 
the  report  proposed  to  lay  out  on  an  old  building. 
He  thonght  it  was  hardly  worth  while,  and  $10,000 
he  <oi)siderod  a  very  large  sum  to  be  expended  for 
a  heatint:  apparatus. 

Alderiuan  Wsjmer  said  that  at  first  thought  the 
amount  appcariul  larg«,  but  upon  considering  the 
great  advantages  to  be  gained  for  the  future  in 
liuht  air  and  increased  accouiinodation,  he  had 
iM'cn'led  to  look  upon  the  expenditure  as  a  matter 
oi  economy.  As  the  library  was  now  situated  it 
coultl  be  biiilt  out  in  the  rear  to  answer  the  re- 
quirements of  the  public  for  the  next  hundred 
V  p  n  rs 

Alderman  (utter  thought  the  Government  was 
advan<:ing  in  its  march  of  extravagant  expeudi- 
lure.  Ten  thousand  dollars  for  a  mere  heating 
apparatus,  ho  lelterated.and  lllty  thousand  dollars 
to  patch  ui»  an  old  building,  were  enormous  expen- 
ditures considering  that  that  sum  would  complete 
a  no  ordinary  building.  '     . 

Alderman  Jenkins  explained  that  the  Trustees 
hail  procured  estimates  fr»m  builders  and  uiasons- 
and  upon  them  the  orders  were  based.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  in  case  the  orders 
were  passed,  would  advci  Cise  for  proposals  on  the 
ticveral  branches  of  work,  and  the  probability  was 
that  the  work  would  be  done  considerably  less 
than  the  first  estimates.  He  hoped  the  expense 
would  not  bo  more  than  $40,000. 

To  continue  the  same  lurnaoes  that  were  now  in 
usf  would  require  considerable  outlay.anil  heating 
bv  steam  he  ronsldered  the  best  and  most  eco- 
nomical mode.  Besides,  ventilation  was  taken  In- 
to roiisi<kration  when  the  estimates  for  heating 
the  building  were  made.  His  opinion  was  that 
S40,000  would  be  amiile  for  the  pur|»osea  proposed, 
i>ut  the  committee  had  deemed  it  advislble  to  ask 
for  the  larger  amount  naine<l  In  the  order. 

He  understood  from  good  authority  that  provis- 
ion for  shelving  19.5,000  volumes  would  necessitate 
an  expenditure  of  at  least  S.W.OOO.  He  considered 
the  present  location  of  the  library  the  proper 
one.  Tlie  various  gifts  that  had  recently  bntfo 
nia«le  had  rai)ldly  increased  tlie  demand  for  addi- 
tional shelving.  ,     ,  ^  ^^  ..  .u 

AlOornian  Gibson  had  not  a  doubt  that  the 
library  would  hold  all  the  books  actually  required 
— Buch  works  as  were  likely  to  tie  in  demand  by 
the  reading  puMit;,  and  would  do  any  good.  He 
believed  in  casting  off  a  good  deal  of  superfluous 
matter  that  ho  had  reason  to  think  was  already 
there.  The  works  of  nearly  every  writer  m  the 
world  were  fast  finding  their  way  into  the  library, 
antl  were  stored  there  at  great  expense.  He  asked 
if  there  were  not  a  hunrircd  thousand  volumes  on 
the  shelves  that  were  never  called  for. 

Alderman  riumers  timo  was  so  niueh  occupied, 
he  said,  that  he  could  not  answer  the  Alderman  s 
query  from  experience.  The  Tirknor  library,  he 
remarked,  was  one  which  very  few  people  had  the 
time  or  scholai-ship  to  enable  them  to  avail  of, 
but  it  was  very  valuable.  The  Prince  lil)r.'vry  was 
also  very  valuable,  as  it  oontmncd  old  works  worth 
tbcir  weight  in  gold;  Iwt  they  were  raroly  con- 
sulted. He  did  not  think  there  were  many  books 
Me  should  desire  to  weed  out. 

One  thing  was  certain ;  the  library  aecoinmod  »- 
tions  were  totally  Inadequate,  but  the  |>resent  site 
was  the  one  alK)ve  ativ  other  that  could  Ihj  S!«- 
le<ted,as  itbe«t  accrouuiodated  the  city  prop t, 
.South  and  Kant  Boston,  Hoxbury  and  piuchest-i . 
He  believed  that  ^fiO.OOO  or  gW.OOQ  would  eiiajlf 


the  city  to  keep  it  where  it  was,  and  meet  nil  the 
requiremtnts  of  such  an  institutu.n 

Xldorman  Cutter  said  »  »«  J""anches  to  be  estao 
llHhed  in  Kast  Boston  and  .""r^hestf r  shouW  re 
lieve  the  shelves  in  the  mtjin  li^at\'  sufnvient  lor 
a  iV.raeUral  purposes.  .Me  ^^^W  the  city  wou 
1.0  expending  too  mngh  foe  reftalmoiAU  old  Imi  «» 
ii.g,  whigh  would  require  to  be    repairdd  every 

ITlc  bfrUeved  It  would  be  less  expense  b  procure 
^u*w  building,  and  then  the  city  Government 
vs,.uhl  obtain  some  satisfaction  for  its  "««*•)>•„.„, 

There  must  be  some  stop  to  those  fM»enaitures 
offW),000  and  ?«K).00<)  on  pu»>l'«; ''"•'••."'t';!,-  /"'. 
taxc*  are  already  enoimous  and  titf  dul  not  s.  t 
how  some  business  men  pai.l  their  hgh  rents  It 
there  should  be  a  panic  we  should  be  brought  to 
cur  boariucs,  and  find  ont  where  we  stand. 

Alderman    Pluiner    asked    Mr.  V^'^'JfL* 
nresont  site  was  not  in  all  respects  the  heft. 
'  Amcrman  Cutter  replied  that  he  considered  it  a 

good  one  ifit  was  not  the  m"***  .<''?«f  "*i!r,n,Hn^« 
must  stop  somewhere,  he  said.  Public  j»"»  ""f « 
were  put  up  too  much  for  show,  to  the  dettiiuent 

of  their  usefulness.  ,.  ".  , 

A  (leiinan  Plumer  could  not  see  the  economy  of 
a  new  Lite  at  a  cost  of  «300,000  or  S400,000  when 
tno  000  would  answer  all  needs  for  the  next  seven 
vrars,  and  th.  present  site  was  good  f «j; ,=*  hu nd re.l 
"years  He  did  not  believe  any  reasonable  tax  pay- 
;.r  would  besrrudgc  the  inonev  it  is  now  proposed 
to  oTnettd  upon  the  l"ublic  Library. 

AhfernKxn  Gibson  said  ho  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  eu'argewent  uoon  the  prosont 
site  was  the  best  thing  that  couhf  W  .lone  n  er 
the  rir<  umstancos,  as  the  location  was  far  better 
than  anv  other  th»t  could  lie  selected. 
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AMUSEMENTS  THIS  DAY  AND  EVENIf 


Boston  Thkatrf..— Engagement  of  (i.  Swaine  J^Bcklf.v. 
*'On  the  Track."    At  8. 


Boston  Mcskum.  —  Craig  Biirle»<iue  f'oirijpiViy.— 
Benefit  of  Mr.  Robert  Cralu.— "The  Irish  Knrigraiit.'i 
"Widow's  ricUm,"  "Don  Juan,"  &c.    At  V*. 


J. 


CB^  We  do  not  read  anonymoua  letters  aQdcomtnuni- 
calions.  Tlfe name  and  address  of  the  wTltir^rc  m  all 
cases  indlupenBable.  as  a  Ruaranty  ot  good  laith.Vfe 

We  cannot  undertake  to  return  or  pre«erv«Cj>nimunlca- 
tlons  that  arrnot used.  <  ^^* 


*^HE  PUBLIC  LIBRATTt. 

One  of  tbe  last  and  best  acts  of  the  city 
council,  before  the  summer  a(yournment, 
was  to  appropriate  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  improvement  of  the  public  library  build- 
ing. The  money  is  to  be  expended  in  provid- 
ing additional  shelvina:  and  working  room, 
and  in  supplying  the  means  of  heating  by 
steam.  Tlie  preparations  for  steam-heating 
have  been  already  begun.  The  changes  to  he 
made  in  the  building  itself,  it  is  hoped, 
will  nearly  double  the  capacity  of  Bates  Hall, 
already  overcrowded,  provide  for  tlie  natura' 
increase  of  a  few  years  to  come,  and  open  at 
once  its  dark  and  forbidding  alcoves  to  the 
light  of  day.  "Various  plans  of  enlargement 
on  the  present  site  of  the  library  have  been 
considered  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  either  by  covering  the  area  now  open 
in  Van  Rensselaer  place,  or  by  extending  on 
one  or  the  other  side  of  the  lot.  Locations 
elsewhere  have  been  spokeu  of,  where  suffi- 
cient area  could  be  procured  for  a  building 
constructed  on  more  approved  principles,  with 
opportunities  for  Indefinite  enlargement,  and 
the  command  of  light  and  air,  which  there 
seems  to  be  a  settled  purpose  to  destroy  in 
the  olde/  parts  of  the  city.  The  great  cost  of 
either  of  these  plans  has  led  to  their  abandon- 
ment; while  the  plan  now  selected,  if  it  does 
not  materially  modify  the  radical  defects  of 
the  present  structure,  can  be  carried  out  for 
a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  the  others,  and  re- 
move some  of  the  worst  defects  of  the  pi-esent 
situation. 

It  is  intended  to  remove  the  niche-like  in- 
dentations on  the  exterior  of  the  sides  of  the 
building,  and  constnict  a  straight  wall,  with 
windows  corresponding  to  the  main  floor  and 
first  gallery  of  the  Bates  Hall ;  while  In  the 
interior  the  alcoves  on  these  levels,  as  well  as 
on  the  second  gallery,  arc  to  be  subdi- 
vided by  a  row  of  cases,  thus  utilizing  the 
waste  triangtilar  spaces  in  tlic  middle  of  the 
alcoves,  and  atlmitting  light  by  the  windows 
to  be  provided  in  each  alcove.  It  is  also  de- 
signed to  constnict  a  floor  on  the  level  of  the 
gallery  in  the  Lower  Hall  Library,  to  make 
space  and  'acilities  for  a  working  room,  inter- 
mediate between  the  upper  and  lower  libra- 
ries. This  will  compel  the  stibdivision  of  tbe 
.alcoves  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Lower  Hall, 
to  accommodate  the  lK>ok3  to  l>e  removed 
fix)m  the  gallery  over  them.  Considerable 
gain  will  thus  be  made  in  the  administration 
of  the  Lower  Hall  library,  and  an  increased 
rapidity  in  the  delivery  of  books  will  be  se- 
cured by  this  change.  There  will  probably  be 
no  iuterniption  in  the  senice  of  the  Lower 
Hall  while  these  alterations  are  going  on. 
UiU  in  the  Bates  Hall  it  will  be  uecess^  to 
stop  the  delivery  of  lMx)ks  on  one  sidif  lat  a 
time.  With  this  Interruption  it  is  tlH^Mght 
that  one  of  the  side  walls  may  be  fwon- 
-t meted  diiring  the  present  season.  By  the 
proposed  plan,  tbe  stowage  of  l4<^Hi>  will 
l»e  rendered  compact  to  a  degr^Qhwnd 
to  l>e  desirable  In  modern  ^nir-i- 
ries  which  we  mndi  used ;  though  \\k  tw»  im- 
portant particulars  the  Bates  Hall  i^^  re- 
main as  defective  as  before.  By  placing  the 
iMXiks  Around  the  place  where  the  public  re-  |j 
reives  them,  the  average  distance  of  Ihebooks 
/rora  the  point  of  delivery  is  very  .fer  from 
l»eing  the  least  imssible.  By  havin^b«  books 
J"  part  .It  such   height  from   tbo  floors  that 


ludtlers  am^^ij^^ulietl  to  i-each  thejji,(^niuch 
noise  and  »W5|gr'4s  i^eQCSsai  "  ■•  -"-^ 
which'flijght^  ij^-SpK/B^ed. 
new  bt^teig  could  wiff 
t  ration  "^l^he  library*;^  ^^^^H^Qp&ts, 
growing  out  of  the.  faihu^lHP^^^i  fore- 
sight in  the  structure^'  the  present  building. 
Considerations  of  expediency  and  economy 
have  made  it  necessary  still  tOj^udure  what 
cannot  be  cured,  when  the  indUj>Dnsable  ac- 
commodations can  be  had  at  so  -littlp  cost  as 
the  present  plan  requires.  *.  - 

The  public  library  is  now  growingflit  a  rate 
unprecedented  iu  the  annals  oflii^titutions 
of  this  kind.    Besides  the  books  p^irchased  in 
the  regular  order  from  available  funds,  spe- 
cial collections  imattainable  elsewhere,  and 
of  inestimaUe  value  of  their  kind,  are  steadi- 
ly finding  their  way  to  this  repository.    The 
most  important  douation,  since  toe  gift  of 
Mr.  George  Ticknor,  is  that  of  General  Syl- 
vanus  Thayer  of  Brauitree,  noticed  in  Mr. 
Winsor's  bulletin  for  July.    It  egikllsts  main- 
ly of  wo^ks  in  military  scieuce,*tw!,  with  the 
purchases  ncule  at  the  opening 'df^^tes  Hall 
with  thfe^aspiHtance  of  General  Thayer,  and 
the  additions  since  that  time,  makes  the  en- 
tire coljfjctj^ii  so  nearly  complejA  in  the  de- 
partmeuits  ;,of    fortifications  #^d     artillery 
as     to  ^  be-     second     only    to    the    libra- 
ry     of      the      Military    Academy.        The 
comnumity  is  thus  under  renewed  obliga- 
tion, the  Bulletin  well  remarks,  to  "the  vet- 
"eran  soldier  who  was  the  organizer  of  the 
"Academy  at  West  Point,  and  the  engineer 
I  "who  constructed  Fort  Warren."    The  entire 
library,  including  a  little  less  than   180,000 
volumes,  is  still  the  second  in  size  in  the  coun- 
I  try,  and  in  many  of  its  departments  the  first 
In  value.    The  library  of  Congress  has  many 
advantages  and  is  hardly  a  fair  test  of  com- 
parison tor  libraries  designe<l  for  the  general 
public  use.    The  daily  call  for  books  at  Boyl- 
ston  street  was  greater  during  the  entire  year 
[  just  closed  than  ever  before,  while  the  estab- 
lishment of  the    East    Boston    branch  has 
brought  inUi  more  intimate  relations  with  the 
library  a  large  class  of  ottr  iwpiilation  hitlier- 
to  deprived  of  them.    This  experiment,  which 
has  proved  wonderfully  successful  thus  far,  it 
is  proposed  to  extend  to  South  Boston  and 
Dorchester  during  the  coming  year.    The  re- 
laxation of  some  of  the  more  stringetit  rules 
of  the  library  has  also  contributed  to  its  use- 
fulness, and  has  been  found  to  work  well.    It 
has  been  found  that  owing  to  the  nattiral 
falling  off  of  regular  readers  and  applicants 
during  the    summer    months,    the    annual 
examination  of  the   books   may  be    matle, 
and      vacations       may     be     allowed     the 
attendanj*    without     closing     the     library 
or      raamially      Impairing      the      service. 
Last  year  the  trustees  amended  the  regula- 
tions so  as  to  require  applicants  to  give  one 
i-eference^  Instead    of    two,   and    under  the 
amenderfjule  but  thirty-nine  lK)oks  were  lost, 
»>r  one^tN^of  each  seventy-five  hundred  lent. 
The  trustees  acknowledge  that  "the  history 
"t»l  past  concessions  to  popular  convenience 
'lias  in  the  m^n  been  highly  Encouraging  for 
"the  future,"    It  haa  certainly  shown  that 
the  public  may  b^  safely  trusted    with   its 


;OSTON  HEllALD 


SA.T1JHDAT  nOBlfUfO.  BEPT.   i* 


KEW  APVERTISEMEirra, 

$1,000,000! 

87  authority  of  a  Special  Act  of  the  LesUIatnre  of 
Keutuckr,  oTMarcu  13,  1871,  Ibo  Trustees  of  th« 

Public  Jjtbrary  of  Kentucky 

WILL  OITB  A 

Glti  SIFT  CmiT 

AT  LOUISVILLE,  KY., 
On  Tuesday,  Oct.  Slst,  1871, 

Under  tb«  direction   of  the  boat   Musical  Talent 
lOO.OOO  Ticket*  of  Admlaalon, 

$10  each   in  Currency,    Ualf 

Itckets,   $5,    Quarter 

Tickets,  $3.50. 

Ea(  b  Ticket  will  consist  of   Ibnr  quarters,  value 
$'2..'iO  each.    The  holder  is  enUileil  to  adtnsslon  to 
I  tlit'C'omi!rt  ana  to  the  amouiit  oi  g^U  awaruel  to  ii 
I  or  Its  fractluQ.    Tickets  number  from  1  to  lUO.Uoo, 

TFE    CITIZENS'   BANK  OF  KENTUCKY 
tS  TUEASUIIER. 

A:',  moneys  arising  ft-om  the  sale  of  Tickets  will  be 
deposited  with  the  (/'Itl/.ens'  Hank,  subject  only  lo 
the  order  of  the  PieslU>>iit  and  Tre  i^nier  of  the  Ll- 
brury,  coiinterslunt-d  by  the  liUKluess  Manager. 

During  tliu  Concert  the  bUiu  ut 

£550,000  IN  GREENBACKS 

Will  be  distributed  to  the  holders  of  tickets  In  the 
following  Uiitit,  vli.: 

One  «Jran(l  «>;if<  or. flO(>,OnO 

One  Cirand  <»lft  of. S(»,UiM> 

One  tiirt  of, an,oo(» 

une  uiit  of ao,<»00 

One  <>in  of. 1U,04I0 

One  Ulft  of. IH.OOU 

One  <>irt  of ,„ 17,0i>0 

One  4iirt  of. M#-....  1<>.<U)0 

One  <jiirt  of 15,000 

One  iiitX  of. If  .0(»0 

One  Cilft  of. l:),04M> 

One  Cilft  of. l;i,<H)o 

One  Cilft  of. ll,OUO 

One  iUtt  of. 10,0(»0 

One  Ulft  of. , «,00)> 

One  Uirt  of. i...,.  8,OUO 

One  nut  of. ,  7,000 

One  Uiriot .,,i  e,4toi> 

Our  4;ift  of. .,  6,OuO 

One  <i;irt  of. 4,4»oo 

One  Gift  of. S.OOO 

One  iiitt  of. a,<>0(> 

Ten  Ullts  of  SIOOO  eaoh 10,0..0 

Fineen  diitta    «f  yttOU  eiM>.h....  ia..'lO<> 

KtKhteen  Ulfta  ofUHUO  e«clt l'l,44»u 

T»renty  CiUta  of  »700  eaolt....  If.OOU 

Tvrentj'-flve  Cllfta  of  tauo  e«ck  ia,<H»0 

Thli^y  (JlfU  or  ift>00    eacU J0,000 

Forty  fiirta  of  tHM>0  each P^900 

rosrty-flvefiirta  of  tauo  each.  U^MO 

Fifty  Ullta  of  tSOOeaeli M»/»00 

440  GUU   or«100Mch .  «4.<ll«n 

TaiOtftalaall Si.AO.OOO 

Alter  paying  the  expenses  of  the  cnlevprlse  and 
manlnn  i.iedlsiributlon  oi  toe  «in<,  tbe  h..i«uce  oi 
tUf  pr.H-e.iN  urisini?  from  the  mI«i  of  ilckau  will  be 
•pprourlatwl  lo  the  t*Ubll»Um.!iit  oi  a 

Free  Library  iu  Louij»ville, 

To  be  called  Iba 

PUBLIC  LIBRAEY  OP  KENTaCKY 

The  Concert  and  dlstrlbutloawlU  Uke  place  under 
the  uiiniculaic  »uoervUiou  oi The  iruntet^s  aameu  m 
the  act  o<  incorporaiUm.  "«™»«  lu 

Tbefruiieeswiu  be  assisted  by  well-known  and 
eii  Ineul ,  lUzeUH  OI  Kentuck  ,  wbe  have  tonaeuwu 
to  be  prtkieni  at  the  comert  una  to  Biii>«-rliit«nd  ibs 
drawing  and  Olstrimition  ot  gt,u.       "'•''^"n»«°"^  '"• 

The  holders  01  Ui;keu  to  wulrh  gifts  are  awarded 
Will  be  |.ald  on  urtsuutatlou  ui  theiu  ..r  their  fruciion 
at  thentnce  m  l^jiniviaa  Uie  seioi.d  day  a.ier  uraw- 
I.  g,  and  every  business  day  lor  six  ui  .nth,  thereai- 
ter,  and  may  l«  seni  dire,  tor  ihruughany  h^u  or 
Kxprrss*  oiiisiiy  ior  cniipction.  Au  oiU«'rs  aio  m- 
pani.-d  bydriiiis,  |>ost  <iftne  tuoney  i.rders  or  Kroe.i. 
e>achs  Will  be  promptly  attended  lo.  and  tics 'u  re- 
turned by  mall,  r^gUtend  or   expIlS^ed,  as  deeiied 

r'.^^V.'f.il'"'  «'"'•«>*'»••  k^fooo Old)  t  th    hoMer'. 

Buyers  vlll  i.ot*.  ihat  iTiPie  are  only  one 
hnndretl  tkonsana  ticketa  Innteatfl  off 
two  tsnnttrert  ttaoiissiuii,  as  In  to"  N«n 
l««^f.\lf"  *^*!?  «;oncert.  and  that  ihera  are 
•»0,000  nio.e  dlstrU.uied.  I  s,.i,,  tum  «i,u  u.ade 
tb«j  ««ard8  In  tour  nontii*.  and  iMiid  M«  .'W  totUn- 
et  h..id,rs  from  NovemUr  id  to  l5ih,  I  ;o.  Imd 
vresontf^*'*'*-'^""*''  Secretary  due  tjokeU"  t 

It  will  l4  psrtlcnlarly  not|.e<i  that  H  is  a  matter  of 
Iniposslbiltt.v  lor  any  one  to  know  what  nuniberVwiil 
drawgi;u.  ss.tUnut  kno«n  what  ti.e  g.fi  oi  iTi  v 
iminlH!rdra«a  fr.m  the  flrsi  w.,eel  wfii  be" VntJ'l 
the  Sial,-u  u  X,  with  amount  o.  th«.  «ift  pi.mlv  nrlnt' 
^,  t«  t.*ven  irom  iho  otier  wiieel  and  oi/ened  In  lull 
V»e*  01  te  audhni*. ;  iho  efore  the  larg^  KhtMnar 
nw  .t>me  out  nntll  towards  the  last,  or  fn  ttfe  nil'ldie 
ol  the  drawing,     .he  »ii>  .mt.,  gin  In  the  sin  V-r./n 

FettMs.  was  ih    Jooth  nuiniKr  drawn,  and  wan  aw.rd^ 
ed   «ntp„  <  ,0   ,  ..ni.wnn  lb    N  w  t)r.,\n,     ;2i 
<.         ireiill  thai  can  le.ira^ninoncday 
(■diMro"^^""'"*"  ^  ""■'   '"";,•'•«  drawnby  Blind 
Th.-Uraw  '/.ir  publ  shed,  an  I 

P.nlosord.  .        vv   prlut.d   11™  , eat 

I,  ■'"  .1,  •'f '  ■ "  '  '.'.  '"-'  'L'"""  *''<1  de^rlng  inionna- 
t!on  will  [iiH.i  o  r.ddre.-s  thi,  om<e. 


11  TliUets  for  $lOOt  as  Tickets,  ga-js, 
.%0  Tlokela,    SSDOi   Hit  TitOt- 

.  ctfi  irioiv,^ 

The  uu.:  ,.,  . '.,)  „  nuMB^^BtKer 

cddtrent  and   i  '  ,  rmfSlKf^.t.^t 

til.,  fiihii/t  1  ii  'wtr^Twrii  a,d  of 

The  drowjiig  will  tiiko  i.laoe    In  public,  .md  every- 
iinj;  wth  be  uon«  to  g.tis.y  b  yer,  o!  t'ckets  that 
their  .ntero^fswidbe  «s  w..il   protectel  ^  it  the/ 
l»er(ioiiaib  auix-nntendfj  the  entire  aiiair. 

Bliiuuer  of  Drawlnv* 

.•,jiV'''".?,T.'. ','>?*   '"**  K''*^'*  ^*"^'^«l»-    One  wheel    will 
togs.     1  be  others  heel  will,  ontam  721   bo\eJ  "^  n 

J""'*'!''"f  •■' idl''  ♦^ne  *'>« «"■  '"i'nwr  will  be  Lratn 
ron.  t!i,.  itio.oip  Wheel,  and  the  drsi  box  dra^  tmn 
the  seooti ,  or  TM  box  wheel  w.ll  <«ntain  a  giltTnoa  v 
priniedwiia  seuled  up.  and  the  ulii  so  drawn  iroVuiia 
second  whe*l  wui  be  iheKltt  of^the  lag  iTrst  d  U"^ 
wUeU.er$ioo.$ioJO.  or«l00,oou.  aa  annotlnced?       "* 

14, 3G4  Tickets  disposed  ofin  July 

To^nsure  ticket  holders,  the  public  are  assured 
thai  It  only  25,(wo  tluketa  are  arid  only  ii  «d  nui^ 
'If"  (fo  in  the  lurga  wh«el,  the  7l'I  g!.t.s  awarded  ow 
dlminkhed  pro  rata.  la  cise  ai.tiSil  ticket,  oniy!  arS 
sold,  only  !iuuiber»  I  toiO.uiK)  go  in  the  Urufi  wii/J^ 
and  Ibo  721  glAs  diminished  one-h.lff  atTin  ^1' 
O"  >,  fi5,«0Ull,keU  are  sold,  the  eiitlreTil  glftH  wm  ^ 

The  Manager   has  already  paid  lato  the  Citl^nnc* 

Bank  tMKim  towards  delYayin^  the  ex,^  »e.  1  d 

'  dW!.  nut  depend  on  sales  of  tickets  to  pay  exDeiis,.«,rf 

DrlMi  ug    advertlslirg.  ftc.    The  pnbfiS  are^innfed 

tl^r!^  a'.ialr™**     '"""""'"y  "  »°  »»»«  reliability  of  |he  «n- 

Pei-sons  desirous  of  acting  as  iigenU  for  the   sale  at 

adJffes  ***^         ^  '''*  United  bUtes  or  Uttaadas 

CHAS.  B.  FJ2TKIMI, 

ManaKer,  I^ontottlllo,.  Ky. 
OFFICE,  120  Main  sUeei,  Johnson's  Ulock, 

M  .W.  (LUSKV Sp<?«.ir? 

crrizBNb'  BANK -  :::::::::::f?s:i;s: 


The  apy  should  have  the  eye  of  Argu$:  h^  U 
honorable  if  he  do  but  look  to  the  welfare  of  th« 

commonwealth. 


WORCESTEB. 
TUESDAY.   A1T€HT»T   Ig.   18T1. 

)St01L  .^ 


Letter  froi 


Tachta— <' Drrbarsh   Abbey**— Tkc    Fint 
Cbarch— ^TIie^PiiMie    K'i^rmgj  ^J»m\\j 
VardeiuP^A   U«od  NSlVcii 
Book*. 


(FROM   OUR  KEOVL 


ffttBfComiBSPO 


wVw 


EBPONDENT.] 


The   public   library,  too,  has   Rrtuiuaiiy  aoii- 
ened  the  rudenesa  and  riRor  of  its  rules,  and  the 
applicants  for  books  are  no  longer  required  to 
write  a  sketch  of  their  lives  and   Rive  two  refer- 
ences before  their  application  can    be   received. 
The  system  of  police   visitation  of  every  appli- 
cant is  also  done  away  with;  it  is  now  presumed 
that  a  person  who  asks    lor  a  book    wishes  to 
read  and  not  to  steal  it,  and  he   is   treated   ac- 
cordingly. The  tendency  of  the  library  adminis- 
tration is  now  toward  freedom,  and  the  widest 
possible  use  of  the  books.    A  branch    has  been 
established  at  East    Boston,  and  others  will  be 
established  at  South    Boston   and   Dorchester. 
Experience  has  shown  that  this  is  the  best  way; 
the  circulation  of  the  books  is  greatly  increased, 
and  the  loss  of  the  books    is   no   larger.    The 
library  is  now  ot  immense  value,  and   its    real 
treasures  are  constantly  increasing.    New  win- 
dows are  to  be  cut  in  the  building  and  light  let 
into  its  dark  places;  books  are  to  be  made  more 
accessible,  and   the    library  seems    to   be  out- 
growing the  failings  and    timidity  of  its  youth, 
and  entering    upon  a  generous    and   courteous 
manhooil,  a  change  whiclv  it  is   pleasant    t»  re- 
cognize. ^'^ 


THEODOllE  TILTON,  Editor  and  Publishek. 


NEW  YORK,  September  9,  1871. 


The  Congressional  Library  at  Washington  is  the 
largest  in  the  country,  containing  about  '20(J,()00  volames. 
Next  to  this  stands  the  Public  Library  of  Boston,  with  its 
179,250  volumes.  This  institution  is  so  complete  in  it«  ap- 
pointments and  admirable  in  its  management  that  it  mav 
almost  be  regarded  as  a  model  institution.  This  is  one  rea- 
son of  its  popularity  and  rapid  growth.  Every  Bostoniau 
feels  a  wholesome  pride  in  the  institution,  and  last  year  over 
six  hundred  individuals  presented  it  with  books.  Mr. 
George  Ticknor  alone  gave  over  eight  thousand  volumes  t<> 
this  collection.  In  fact  i«  is  now  considered  an  exceeding- 
ly ill-mannered  thing  for  a  Boston  gentleman  to  die  without 
leaving  either  books  or  monej  to  the  Public  Library,  as  ti  i 
leave  a  bequest  to  Harvard  College  was  formerly  a  part  of  a 
Boston  merchant's  religion.  This  is  the  way  to  build  up  an 
institution.  Any  town  in  the  country  can  have  a  creditable 
library  in  twenty  years  by  working  lor  it  in  this  wise  way. 
New  Y(»rk  has  no  Public  Library  ;  but  it  has  Tammany 
Ilnll,  which  accounts  lor  the  deprivation.  The  diflerouee 
between  the  two  is  that  the  former  is  an  institution  and  the 
livtli  r  II  (Iv'.stitution. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


CITY  OF  BOSTOW  -PrBMO  MBRARY.— Oo  and 
ancrSoplomtwr  13th,  IWI,  tLc  nsp  and  (tr.niatloo  "f 
h.^iki,  In  the  Buffs  ll«ll  on  «hPlv(>s  nnmlxrod  Irom  2n»  to 
3im>.  4lloto51«m.«llO  to  71'iO.  win  t>e  Huspcndel  ttl  tl^Wgr- 
atloii  In  th«»»lcovM  on  tti»  westerly  side  of  the  IUI)SMi- 
pleted.  The  book?*  of  thU  hsU  which  will  remain  inP^re 
thosp  of  the  aclence*.  Art  «n>l  Profession*,  and  ilWUnd 
perlodlcali.  '•  JUSriiV  WIN'SUH,  SuyerlntcnJent. 

!»erl3  «t 


7//^'  COMMONWEALTH, 

IJOSION,  SATUIllJAY,  SEPT.  9,  1871. 


About-Town  Xotes. 

A     IIALF-IIOUR    AT    THE    PUULIC     LIB  RABY — TUK 
ItBADINO    ROOM. 

For  a  genuine  public  convenience,  and  fur  a 
great  practical  benefit  to  all,  commend  us  to  the 
reading  room  of  the  Boston  Tublic  Library. 

One  who  has  a  little  leisure,  by  lookmg  in  here 
occasionally  and  passing  a  half-hour  or  so,  can 
realize  tlie  especial  benefit  of  tlie  reading-room. 
Here  old  and  young,  men  and  women,  gather 
from  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  are  made  welcome 
to— wliati  Why,  to  all  the  principal  periodicals 
of  our  u*n  country,  whether  weekly,  njonthly  or 
quarterly,  and  in  such  profuse  variety  that  all 
tastes  may  be  gratified.  And  not  only  American 
publications,  but  also  many  of  the  more  fameJ, 
attractive  or  useful  of  other  countries  and  lan- 
guages. 

Let  us  look  in  for  a  few  minutes  and  witness 
what  the  city  provides  as  a  mental  pabulum  for 
its  inhabitants,  for  this  feast  is  open  to  all,  free. 

THE    BOOMS. 

We  enter  from  Boylston  street,  and,  passmg 
through  the  lower  hall,  we  are  in  the  library  de- 
livery-room, which  is  first  in  our  path,  but  which 
we  will  not  stop  to  look  at  just  now.  Turning  to 
the  right  we  enter  the  spacious  reading-room, 
lolty  and  airy,  well  arranged  for  the  purposes  to 
which  it  is  applied.  We  find  it  also  a  picture  gal- 
lery, for  here  are  disfilayed  a  great  number  of  en- 
gravings from  choice  paintings  by  the  greatest 
masters,  which  form  part  of  a  recent  donation  to 
the  Lib-ary,  and  wiiich  princely  collection  forms 
a  very  prominent  feature  and  strong  attraction  of 
itaelt. 

Tliis  room,  bright  and  sunny  by  day  and  boun- 
tifully lighted  in  the  evening,  contains  a  number 
of  individuals  ot  bot'j  sexes,  and  apparently  from 
all  the  various  walks  of  life,  the  number  varying 
with  the  hours,  all  of  whom  are  evidently  intent 
on  some  determined  purpose. 

As  no  loud  conversation  is  permitted,  we  had 
better  follow  the  rule,  get  something  to  read,  and 
then  sit  down  where  we  can  either  read  or  observe 
what  is  around  us. 

We  go  first  to  a  cenvenientlyarranged  desk  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  room,  on  the  other  side  of 
which  is  a  young  lady  attendant.  The  periodicals 
are  hII  numbered  and  placed  in  convenient  com- 
partments close  at  hand,  easily  accessible.  Printed 
cataloifuos  are  found  on  the  desk  with  the  index 
numlcr  of  each  periodical  indicated,  together  with 
handy  little  piles  of  paper,  each  some  three  inches 
square  or  thereabout,  and  also  a  sufficient  supply 
ot  sharpened  pencils,  held  to  their  proper  posts  by 
the  conventional  red  tape,  the  only  evidence  of 
its  presence  at  all  visible. 

now    TO   GET   A    MAOAZINB. 

Suppose  we  would  read  I!arj>er's  Matjazinc,  we 
have  simply  to  look  at  the  indexed  catalogue  for 
the  designating  number,  then  picking  up  a  slip  of 

paper  from  the  pile  b3fore  us  we  write  thus: 

"John  Chins,  1301  Broadway,  69." 
We  have  here  indicated  our  name  and  residence, 
and  the  index  number  (59)  of  the  desired  periodi- 
cal. Handing  this  to  the  attendant  we  are  imme- 
diately supplied  with  the  latest  issue  of  the  mag- 
azine, while  our  slip  is  kept  as  a  voucher,  the 
nttenilant  first  marking  against  the  number,  "tfept. 
j  F,"  to  idenuiy  the  particular  date  and  copy  in 
'  our  hands.  The  slip  is  then  placed  in  compart-' 
juent  59,  from  which  the  magazine  was  taken,  and 
so  remains  until  its  re. urn  to  the  desk,  when  /fie 
|j  flip  is  cancelled.  y 

Of  some  of  the  more  prominent  publications  we 
shall  see  that  many  duplicates  are  supplied,  as  the 
letter  "F"  on  our  "Uariier"  signifies  that  as  many 
as  six  copiea  of  this  oiagazioe  are  required. 


k: 


THE   ATTENDAXT8. 

Having  secured  our  magazine  we  will  take  seats 

in  these  comfortable  arm-chairs  and  look  around 

us.     Here  is  a  thoughtful  man  in  middle  life  read- 1 

ing  the  "Battle  of  Dorking"  in  a  late  number  of  I 

Blackwood.      He  has   open  before  him  the  map  '| 

of  England  in  one  of  the  numerous  atlases  which 

are  supplied  on  the  tables,  and  to  this  he  occasion- 
ally turns  to  see  inhere  and  how  candy  this  Ger- 
man descent  might  be  made  upon  our  Motherland. 
Next  to  him  is  a  younger  man  of  rougher  aspect, 
well  browned,  deep  in  the  Overland  Monthly.  He 
has  the  air  of  a  Californian  reading  up  his  favor- 
ite magazine  from  across  the  continent.  Over 
yonder  is  a  young  lady  with  Ifarper^s  Bazar  and 
(lodey,  intent  on  the  fashions.  Her  younger 
brother,  evidently,  has  Oliver  Optic,  wliich  keeps 
him  perfectly  quiet,  while  a  larger  lad  beyond  has 
the  "Boys  of  England,"  and  has  no  eyes  or  ears 
for  aught  else. 

That  solid-looking  man  opposite  them  is  im- 
mersed in  the  Illuttrated  London  Newa,  supple- 
mented with  Punch  as  a  dessert.  To  him  the 
News  is  evidently  from  'ome.  This  man  in  light  I 
attire  is  evidently  a  doctor,  for  he  has  the  Medival\ 
and  Snrf/iad  ./ournal,  and  Brnithwaite's  "Retro- 
spect." 

What  a  boon  is  this  reading-room  t)  young  pliy- 1 
sicians,  who  can  here  read  up  all  the  medical  liter- 
ature of  the  day,  until  the  fat  fees  of  the  future 
will  permit  of  larger  additions  to  his  slender! 
library  at  home!  Near  the  doctor  is  a  soher-look- 
ing  man,  evidently  a  student,  reading  the  Catholic 
World,  while  his  neareiit  neighbor,  a  young  wo- 
man, is  intent  on  the  "  Weddinjj  Journey,"  in  the 
Atlantic.  How  well  she  likes  it  her  studious  at- 
tention gives  token. 

There  are  many  others  in  the  room,  all  busy 
but  ourselves.  The  illustrated  papers  have  many 
readers,  while  the  more  scientific  and  philosophic 
publications  have  their  votaries,  with  note-book 
and  penci!,  busy  wiih  quotations.  And,  just  com- 
ing in  and  taking  a  seat  by  the  window  is  ayouni,' 
clergyman,  with  the  beauteous  Aiding  in  hand, 
who  will  be  well  repaid  for  its  perusal.  With  him 
is  an  older  divine  storing  his  mind  from  the 
Princeton  Revieiv.  Will  not  next  Sunday's  ser- 
mons bear  some  evidence  ot  the  visit  here  of  these 
two  pastors? 

Just  by  the  door  is  a  pacific  couple,  considering 
their  nationalities.    The  stout,  burly  Fatherlander 
seems  interested  in  the  article  on  UulofI  in  Die 
Gartcnlaul>e ,  whilst  .Madame,  his  vis-a-vis,  is  swal- 1 
lowing  with  avidity  something  to  her  mind  which! 
she  fimls  in  the  Courrier  des  Etats  l/nis. 

THE   AUVANTAOKS. 

And  all  this,  aye,  and  much  more,  is  free  !     Do- 1 

cent  behavior  and  the  age  of  fourte(;a  are  all  the 

requisites  to  gain  access  to  this  mine  of  current | 

periodical  literature.     Jmlging  from  tiio  list  there 

must  be  some  two  or  three  hundred  did'erent  pub- 1 

lications  r-iceived,  including  everything,  home  or  [ 
foreign,  in  any  way  desirable. 

The  number  of  readers  seems  fo  vary  from  per- 
haps thirty  to  one  hundred  or  more.     Wednesday 
and  Saturday  afternoons  brings  out  "Young  Amer- 
ica" in  full  force,  with  a  fair  sprinkling  of  other 
nationalities.     We  have  noticed  but  little  noiiie  or  I 
confusion,  though  sometimes  sensible  thick  bootees  | 
would  announce  their  presence  upon  the  bare  floor,  j 
but  BO   do  sometimes  squeaky   boots  upon  men, 
and    that   we   bear   with    complacency    even    in 
church. 

Our  experience  of  the  reading-room  has  been 
very  plessant,  ami,  did  time  permit,  should  gladly 
use  it  more,  for  hero  we  find  a  wholesome  supply 
of  the  food  our  mind  craves,  but  which  our  lank 
pnr«e  forbids  storing  up  at  lunue  f..r  private  use, 
and  more  especially  as  wife  thinks  lliat  potatoes 
are  so  much  more  practical  than  the  Aiding  or 
the  \oiih  American  Jlcviriv,  We  have  uniformly 
lound  the  attendants  intelligent,  prompt  and  pa- 
tient, ever  desirous  of  assisting  the  vifUor.  As 
the  reading  room  is  open  from  9  A.  M.  to  10  P. 
M  ,  one  can  stay  1111  day  if  one  pleases,  and  sly 
bites  from  half-conceale<l  crackers  will  sometimes 
indicate  that  bore  a  home  is  found  for  the  day  by 
some  onfirmed  student  living  upon  sliort  com- 
mons. 

And  so,  having  studied  a  good  many  faces,  and 
but  little  of  our  own  magazine,  '59  F,"  we  return 
it  to  the  desk,  and  then  with  a  h  isty  glance  at  the 
rich  sup|)ly  ot  Dictionaries,  Cyclopedias,  and  other 
works  ot  reference  which  are  ready  to  our  hands 
if  we  could  c<m«ult  them,  we  pass  out,  taking  the 
Common  on  our  way,  filled  with  admiration  of 
this  great  practical  good  to  our  city  and  its  inhab- 
itants. 

So  come,  ye  boys  and  gir's,  men  and  women, 
all,  and  find,  if  you  do  not  already  know  it,  what 
a  wealth  of  knowledge  and  pleasure  is  here  ready 
tor  use,  without  money  and  without  price!  ^ 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

Of  materials  and  labor  required  to  alter  and  refit  thirty 
alcoves  on  the  westerly  side  of  Bates  Hall,  in  the  Public 
Library  building,  on  Boylstou  street,  for  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 

DESCRIPTION. 

All  the  niches  on  the  exterior  of  the  westerly  side  of  the 
Public  Library  building  to  be  taken  out,  and  the  brick  walls 
straightened,  as  per  plan,  prepared  by  C.  K.  Kirby,  Archi- 
tect. The  walls  are  to  be  2  feet  thick,  including  an  air  space 
of  4  inches,  as  per  plan,  with  two  stories  of  windows,  as 
shown  on  plan  and  side  elevation.  All  the  floors  and  ceil- 
ings to  be  pieced  out  and  put  in  proper  order.  All  the 
shelving  to  be  adjusted  to  tiio  new  form  of  alcove,  and  the 
new  partition  in  centres  of  alcove  to  be  put  in  and  properly 
shelved,  same  as  other  parts  of  alcove,  but  without  the 
counter  slu  If  projecting. 

STONE   WORK. 

To  be  freestone  «illa  for  all  windows,  —  as  shown  on  plans, 
—  22  inches  wide,  and  2  courses  high,  properly  rubbed, 
neatly  set,  and  pointed. 

BRICK   WORK. 

All  the  bricks  used  on  the  exterior  to  be  best  face  brick, 
and  may  Ije  those  that  are  taken  out.  If  new  brick  are 
required,  they  are  to  be  selected  and  laid  so  as  to  match  the 
old  brick  now  in  the  building.     All  the  inside  brick  for  walla 
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and  niches  may  be  the  old  brick  that  are  taken  out.  If  now 
bricks  are  used  they  must  be  best  hard  brick.  There  are  to  - 
be  brick  arches  turned  between  iron  beams  in  all  the  floor 
of  the  alcoves  4  inches  thick,  with  the  haunches  properly 
filled  with  brick  work,  and  concreted  all  over  the  same  height 
as  other  floors,  also  brick  partition  between  the  alcoves  to 
match  old  work.  All  brick  and  rubbish  not  used  to  bo 
removed  and  carted  off.  After  the  exterior  brick  are  all 
kid  they  are  to  be  neatly  cleaned  and  pointed. 

IRON  WORK. 

To  be  nine  cast-iron  columns,  made  in  three  parts,  each  to 
extend  from  the  top  of  the  column  in  the  principal  floor  to 
the  roof,  made  5  X  12,  one-inch  shell,  with  proper  caps  and 
bases.      To  be  twenty-seven  wrought-iron  girders,  8  feet  4 
inches  long,  9-inch  heavy  made  beams.    Also  sixty  wrought- 
iron  beams,  11  feet  2  inches,  6-inch  heavy  made  beams,  with 
one  set  of  tie-rods  for  each  alcove,  properly  arranged  to  las- 
ten  to  walls,  and  to  the  other  tie-rods  of  building.     To  be 
one   set  of  wrought-iron   shutters  for   each  window,  made 
of  i-inch   boiler   plate  iron,  put  on  frames  made  of  IJ  X 
I  wrought  iron,  and  hung  with  strong  wrought-iron  hinges 
to  wall   by  cast-iron   hooks   built   into   wall,  and   fastened 
on  inside  with  double  swivel  bar  with  connecting  rods,  and 
proper  tastenings  to  fasten  the  shutters  both  open  and  shut. 
All  of  the  above  iron  work  to  be  properly  set  and  painted. 
All  of  the  circular  openings  in  floor  of  alcoves  now  set  m 
glass,  etc.,  to  be  filled  with  cast-iron  grating,  strong  enough 
to  bear  six  hundred  pounds'  weight  in  the  centre. 

PLASTERING. 

The  entire  ceiling  of  alcoves  will  require  to  be  plastered, 
and  the  walls  where  new  will  require  to  be  plastered  on  to 
the  brick  work.     The  cornices  in  alcoves  are  to  bo  pieced 


out,  of  same  form  as  old  ones ;  to  be  new  panel  mouldings  on 
ceilings  of  alcoves,  samejform  as  old  ones. 

WINDOWS. 
All  the   windows  to  be  double   hung  with  weights   and 
pulleys;    pulley  stiles   hard  pine;    pulleys  best  iron  axle; 
beads   hard   pine,   stop-beads   secured    with   round,    silver- 
headed   screws;   sashes   best   pine   stock,  IJ  inches   thick, 
ogee  style,  and  after  being  glazed  to  bo  hung  with  weights, 
to  balance  with  best  hemp  cord,  and  trimmed  with  sash  fasts 
worth  $5.00  per  dozen.    All  the  windows  to  be  finished  with 
a  bead  to  plaster  to,  and  statt"  bead  outside ;  the  windows 
will  not  require  architraves  on  the  inside,,  but  will  require 
stool  casings  and  panel  backs. 

FLOORS. 
Floors  are  to  be  laid  new  all  over  the  alcoves,  with  best 
hard-pine  floor  boards,  kiln-dried,  and  laid  same  as  the  pres- 
ent floor. 

SHELVING. 

All  the  shelving  to  bo  rearranged  to  fit  the  new  form  of 
alcove,  having  the  same  number  of  shelves  in  height  as  at 
present,  and  put  in  good  order.  To  bo  a  new  set  of  shelv- 
incr  in  the  centre  of  each  alcove,  as  shown  on  plan,  lull  height 
ot^'alcove,  with  cornice  and  base,  but  without  wide  counter- 
shelf  To  be  thirteen  shelves  in  height,  to  work  on  ratchets. 
All  new  shelving  to  correspond  with  the  old,  and  have  pan- 
elled ends  and  passagc-w»V8,  as  per  plan,  and  deUul  draw- 
ings. 

SKYLIGHTS. 

To  be  two  skylights  placed  over  the  two  comer  alcoves 
in  the  upper  story,  nuule  the  same  as  those  over  the  other 
nlcovcs,  coppered  and  glazed  on  the  outside,  r.nd  plastered 
(,n  the  innide  same  as  other  alcoves. 
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PAINTING. 

AH  the  wood  and  iron  work  to  be  painted,  three  coats  best 
leauand  oil.     Color  same  as  other  parts  of  building.    Shelv- 
ing to  be  painted  same  as  other  shelving.     All  the  wiiidows 
to  be  glazed  with  best  double  German  glass.     All  the  iron 
shutters  to  be  painted  three  coats  best  lead  and  oil. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  contractor  will  be  required  to  sheathe  up  all  the 
alcoves  with  planed  pine  boards  matched,  and  make  the 
same  tight  against  weather  and  dust,  by  papering  and  cal Ic- 
ing during  the  progress  of  the  work.  The  partition  to  be, 
placed  across  the  alcoves  about  three  feet  inside  of  where  the 
new  columns  are  set.  The  contractor  will  also  be  required 
to  keep  the  exterior  of  building  covered  with  sail-cloth  or 
canvas,  etc.,  so  as  not  to  admit  water  to  the  ceilinir  or  walls 
of  first  story,  and  if  any  damage  is  done  by  the  contractor 
or  his  employees  l)y  neglect  or  otherwise  to  any  part  of 
building,  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  it  is  to  be  made 
good  by  the  contractor.  The  contractor  will  be  required  to 
take  all  building  n)aterials,  such  as  brick,  stone,  iron  work, 
plastering,  lumber,  etc.,  up  on  the  outside  of  building,  and 
will  be  required  to  take  away  all  rubbish  and  dirt,  both  from 
the  inside  of  b'lilding  and  yard,  and  leave  the  same  in  as 
good  order  as  it  is  now. 


The  contractor  will  also  be  required  to  prepare  all  the 
materials  outside  of  the  building  so  as  to  be  able  to  put  them 
together  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  as  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Building  Committee  to  close  the  buildino- to 
the  public  during  the  progress  of  tlic  work. 
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FOR    THE 

1407  Waghington,  cor.  Newton  St. 
BOSTON. 


To  afford  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  End  greater  facilities  for  using  the  Public  Librarj-,  the 
Superintendent  has  approved  the  following  arrangement : 

have,  at  the  above  place,  all  the  c.it.ilogues  of  the  Public  Library  and  the  usual  slips,  which,  when 
filled  up  and  left  with  the  ( ards,  will  be  exchanged,  and  the  books  ready  for  delivery  at  the  store 
in  the  evening. 

Any  book  required,  whicli  is  found  to  be  out.  will  be  applied  for  Daily  till  secured,  and 
when  obtained,  will  be  delivered  at  the  residence  of  the  subscriljer. 

This  pl.tn  will  not  only  save  to  the  public,  time  and  t  xpense.  but  will  enable  them  to  get  any 
book  at  the  earliest  jiossible  date. 

TERMS:    lO    CKNTS.    OR    75    CKNTS    PER  QIIARTKR, 


An  ,1,(111  as  the  necessary  alterations  .ire  finished  the   stun-  ui!l   hi-   siinkcil  with 

a  large   issortinent    of 

CLOCKS, 
I>nlly  and  Weekly  Papers,  i>lnt;a7.iiirs,  Fanry  Ooodn,  *c. 

CLOCKS  AND  WATCHES  CLEANED  AND  REPAIRED. 
i:i|)«!i*l  MMKtiaB  gimi  '  n.of  French  Cloiikt. 


Ref,  <i'iii  i\  /•»■  fifiiiiisaifin,  to  the  follmving  gfiit'i) . 


ir,„.  II    B.t/.hv.n.  Esq. 
Rfv.  J.  n.  I) II fin. 
BenjiiniiH  /U;iiHi-v,  Esq- 
Rev    (ieo    liiinnett. 
Stefiheti  1}    Debois.  Esq. 
Krr.   .1  .    '''.  (r,i> lion. 


Hon.  Win.  //.  L.,,r,„i,d.  Jr 

Rev.  (ieii   C.  Lorimer,  I>.J1. 

/.' ".  /;.  Merrill.  Esq. , 

Rev.  Ceo.  .S".  thire.  D.  D 

Elinv  Xli  krt son.  i'.sq. 

A',,'.    /)■„,.  ,/      ,1/  f  „r>{/,.   />.  1). 


L.  P.  Roivland,  Esq, 
Rev    H.  M.  /'arsons. 
A /ft OS  H'.  .Stetson.  Esq. 
Rev.  Chits.  C    TiffiiHy. 
Ero/.  Eheti  Tourjee. 
Rev    E.  /!.  Uthh.D.n. 


-,  -^ 
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SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16,  1871. 


We  are  glad  to  know  that  an  article 
in  this  paper,  on  Sumlaylast,    3*  the 
necessity  of  a    Public  Library  iq.  this 
city  has^xcited  a  good  deal  of  atten- 
tion, and  met    with    very  ge^^^^^    ap- 
proval.   Action,  in  due  time,  we  trust, 
will  follow  talk,  acd  that  the  day  is  not 
far  off  when  energetic  measures  will  be 
♦akcnby  those  who  have  the  best  welfare 
;nd  the  fair  fame  of  the  city  at  heart  to 
establ.sh  a  great  public  library  in  Chi^ 
cago,    free,    of    course,   under    proper 
regulations,  to  ^ivery  man,  woman,  and 
child  among  us.    In  a  matter  so  impor^ 
tant,  however,  there  is  no  fear  of  too 
much    consideration,  for  in  th.s,  as  in 
many    other   things,    the  danger    U  in 
nmited  knowledge.    It  Is  the  first  steps 
that        are       important,        and       they 
being     taken    aright     the     rest     wiU 
follow         We       commend,     therefore, 
a  letter  In  another  column  on  the  estab- 
Ushed     system    of  the    Boston  PubUc 
Library,  for  it  is  undoubtedly    to  the 
perfection  of  that  organization  that  its 
great  usefulness  is  to  be  largely  attribut- 
ed     In  this  respect  it  is  in  striking  con- 
trast  with  the  Astor    Library    of   New 
York,  which,  though  large  and  valuab  e 
has  by  no  means  met  the  P'j'-po;*  f  ,^  ^^ 
founder,  and,  though  free,  is  of  far  less 
puWic  benefit  than  the  smaUer  and  much 
Ls  valuable  library  of  the  Mercantile 
i  ibrlry  Association,    to    which   access 
can  be  had  only  by  the  payment  of  fees^ 
The    Astor  Library,  being    in  effect  a 
private  institution,  where  books  may  be 
consulted,  but  not  taken  out  and   read, 
Tas  repelled  the  public,  while  the  Boston 
Ubrary,  being   conducted  on  a  totally 
different  plan,  has  drawn  everybody   to 
its  shelves.    Even  allowing  tor  the  great 
difference         in        the         habits        of 
he      public,      the       popularity       and 
''insequent   benefit    of   one    ins UtuUon 
over  the  iinattractivencss  of  the  other 
cin  be  attributed  to  no  other  cause  than 
the  svstem  by  which  each  are  conducted 
Tlds  imTortant   f  .ct  is  one  which  must 
LtbeTsrsi.ht  of  when  a  PubHc  Hb-y 
shall  be  established  in  this  city,  and  we 

serious  consideration. 

is  our  correspondent  Intimates  this 
is  the  first  of  a  series  of  letters  which  he 
proposes  to  write,  giving  aH  the  info rma- 
Uo?  needed  concerning  the  origin,  con- 
tml,  a.d  working  of  this  great  institu. 
tlon  which  now  contains  nearly  200,000 
tion,  wmcu  rich  and 

volumes,  ana  is  opt>u   »-"  «,uhnnt 

n,>or  aUke.  without  money  and  without 

rice  and  is  altogether  the  most  clv.liz- 

n^  alrencv  alter  the  common   schools. 

rngcomn^onwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


BOWCOH. 

pl»r€iMcnl-Oener»l  Det.U.. 

correspondence  ot  The  CWc««o  Tribnne. 

The  question  first  .ugKested.  us  vre  slam. 
i,7tbe^n.posing  n^aiu   hall  of   the  Boston 
Public  Library,  is,  "What  doe.  it  ^ojtj        J 
l«  easy  cuough  to  make  «^^yo"«  J^^f;^^; 
that  the  twenty-odd  thousand  leet  of    and 
fronting  on  the  Common,  with  t^ie  J^^^^f 
upon  it,  cost  the  city  of  Boston,  ^  1356-^, 
nearly  WtO.OOO,    when    they    prepared  this 
eSiftce  to  receive  as  a  nucleus  ol  a  great  pub^ 
Uc  Ubrary  the  few  thousand  volumes  which 
bad  been  kept  until  then  In  a  disused  school 

''^Few  not  acquainted  with  the  admlnlstra 
the  details  of  library  work  on  a  lari?e  scale, 
can  form  any  conception  of   the  outlay  nec- 
ese^ary  to  run  the  machinery  after  the  build- 
ing and  the  books  are  procured.    Everybody 
knows  that  books  coHt  money;  but  io  a  thor- 
ough-going library  of  these  aiodern  days  o 
n,uch  reading  the  purchase  of    books  will 
scarcely  take  more  than  a  qaarter  of  the  ap 
l.ropriatcd  moneys        Experience    here    has 
Hhown  that  a  public  library  can  grow  very 
laiirely  outside  of  Its  purchases.  If  the  name 
of  its  founder  or  principal  benefactor  Is  not 
fastened  upon  It.     Nothing  Is  so  unfortunate 
for  a  library  Which  can  command   Its    own 
doings  as  the  selection  of  auch  a  name  for 
its    designation.      It    completely    bars    out 
the      benefactions      of       all       to      come 
alter  Nobody       will        do       anything 

lor        the       Astor         Library,        however 
much  It  needs  assistance,  as  Is  the  case  with 
the  New  York  Ubrary  at  this  moment.      The 
Library  ol    Congress,    by    the    compulsory 
clause  of  the  Copyright  act,  is  about  the  ouly 
one  which  will    get    any  material  assistance 
from  publishers.     It  Is  those  not  »a  the  trade 
that    will    be    a    library's  benefactors ;  and 
there  may  be  a  con8idoral)le    share    of  such 
Kifte  In  the  lumber  of  old    garrets,  and  of 
other  matters,  of  which  the  space  they  oc 
cupy  In  a  private  household  is  ol  more  value 
than  the  material,  which  would  properly  be 
discarded  by  a  small  library  with  no  Impos 
liiK  future;  but  librarians  know  too  well  the 
iroportance  ol  much  u(  this  sort  that  is  year- 
Iv  lost  to  the  world  when  they  see  the   his 
toriuns  of  the  past  delving  In  their  own  col- 
U'clious    for   Just    auch     material,    not    to 
(eel  the  obligation  impoaed    upon  them  of 
pri«ervlnK  ephemeral  and  even    trivial  pub- 
.ications.      The       acquiring,       caring    for, 
binding,  and  cataloguing  such  material  takes 
nmch  time    and  money ;    but  to  do  so  1«  the 
))ounden    duty  of    the  few    libraries  in    the 
<  ounlr>  which   have  the  force  to  tevote  the 
time  and  the  resources  to  supply  the  money. 
It  Is  at  this  library  that  this  work  is  carried 
with  more  system,  persi.stcucy,  and  succcbs 
than  at  any  other  Ubrary  in  the  country. 

Let  us  take  up  one  of  the  last  annual  re 
ports  of  this  library,  which  we  find  lyinjr 
npon  the  tables  of  this  Bates  Hall,  a.«i  the 
chief  apartment  is  called,  in  honor  of 
Joshua  Bates,  a  Boston  boy,  who  died  at  the 
bead  ol  the  London  banking  bouse  of  Bsn 
ring,  Brothers  <&  Co.,  alter  he  had  given 
largely  of  his  fortune  to  help  on  the  inrlpl 
ent  project  of  a  library  in  Boston. 
If  yon  turn  to  the  table  giving  the  library 
service  you  will  llnd  flity-flve  per- 
sons named,  from  a  JSuperlntcndcnt 
down  to  •-the  little  pages  that 
run  for  books;  and,  by  the  niimos,  about 
two  thirds  ol  the  list  are  wome*.  A  piiy 
roll  of  so  many  names  Is  not  maintained  for 
nothing,  and  this  year  the  appropriation  of 
the  City  Council  for  the  item  of  8alari<-8 
was  tS^.OOO,  and  this  does  'ttgt  include  the 
wages  ol  the  persons  employed  io  the  bind 
ery,  of  which  there  is  one  in  the  building, 
while  tUe.lHtlre  or  partial  facilitlea  of  two 
re  required.  This  item 
the  larpfjat  on  the  list  of 

"Lli"""""'  *°*^  *^®  Question  is  B 
nlp^ow  ao  many  people  iMH  ft%  em 
ployed.  I^t  Uf»  look  at  the  subdivlslAns  ol 
the  service..  The  executive  authoiity  is 
vested  Ini.  a  Superintendent,  and  then 
there  are  seven  departments,  each 
with  It*  own  head  subordinate  to  the 
general  head.  The  most  iraportiint  l^i  one 
sense  Is  the  catalogw  (fffMirttn^nt,  Which  i- 
under  the  immediate  oversight  of  the  wcoml 
otHeer  ol  the  institution.  He  ha.s  two  19* 
assistants,  baalde 
reader,  wbo|| 
the  cataloeuc 
a  curator  of  yaa 
It  Ih  to    recclW< 

come    to    the  libwry,  anrt    or    wnich  dtteeu 
thousand  wem  added  the  last    year.     These*  I 
are  all  evHmiiic*^  by  the  catalogues   to  throw 
out  daj  '  often  two  or  three  cnpivi 

are  retaii..  a  i»>  uidd  up  in  different  conncc 
tions.    In  arranjrlng    for    the  binding,  tbi^ 
curator.  It  pamphlets   are    niisalhg,  or  there 
may  be  others  needful  to  complete  sets,  sends 
circulars    and    maintains  other  corresponil 
ence      in     «>rder    to     flU     gapa      before     h< 
-.,,.]-     n.tTi,    with      a      prepared        tltle- 
'      the    bindery.    In  this  department 
1 1  re  nine  feniala  asslatanta.   and  alwafs 

tJ^wo  elevating    tbemaelvcs   bv   cij.e 


while  tUe entire  or  p 
oth(  r»  JiUie  citv  an 
of  sal|lMk.iB  much  t1 
the  app^riations ; 
naturalonapfcow  ao  i 


a  professional  p&oi 
itantly    sending  40fl^  of 

through  the  pma|  ami 
cts,   whose  special  duty 

new  pamphlets  whicii 
ry,  and    of    which  tlltei 


[nlliis  most 
library.    Of 


^1  .  I    ■*!,,.  hltrlier  places 


......       '^.'^Ti't\b7Saduatio;  from,t*e 


aty  Normal  School ;  ,»;"«'  "^".-u^'n  ia  tUU 
ire  Bome  adyautagCB  In  the  yos  J^^^i„taVned 
Apartment  the  .ame  standard  ^^^^  ^^^       ^ 

througb  all  tbe  principal  1^ »  ^^^^  ^„      ^ 

1  woman,  to  At  them  for  rljln^  ^^^^^^         ^ 
departments  Into  tuai.i^  ^   ^j^^ 

StetokeepthesUndardbigh.  fl^o^^ 

service     »fy,„,''''*' one       department       to 

rdS   mTt>e%de     iu   any   ^^t 

^ber dtvlK^^^^^^  ^dlfJ^Kt 
the  orderaiBts,  iwbich  are  maoei^^ 

daiiy  for  tbe  fPerl"J^"jSd  onthe  »Up8 
the  li^t^f°^?i'«LX  o^  the  «rder),  which  ea- 
(whlch  are  the  ^f^J*  i*;_*^e  "jde  upon  the  or- 
lble«  him  at  a  g^^JJJf,  ^ty  hat  under  some 
dcr,  namely,  the  ^"?"ijJing     perhaps,    the 

other  form  o'  ^^J^i^f  the  book ;  the  titles 
library  docs  "ot  I)088esa  the  o^  ^^.^^ 

of  Himilar  '^ook"  ij  tjie^  ""[^  one  In  demand, 
pcrhapa,  be  «»l;;taken  ' or  *.  ^  their  costs, 
Vhe  various  e^it'Onb,  and  onen  ^^^  ^^ 

and  the  fact  whether  fiucb^oo         ^^^^^^ 

f'^'^'l^  Pi"  ih«  case  o  duplicates 
Again      Ift      the       ^^^    j^'    department, 

needed  for  «»« ,  P^fSs  memoranda 
the     Superintendent     expects    m  ^^ 

of  the  number  of  c?P*^^,,~'ftbem-    A"  this 
Uun  and  what  use  »»  ^»^«  PJiK«,  Who  ac- 
work  is  done  by  trained    asswjani,^     ^^^^^^ 
quire  a  skill  ^^  the  comuUation  ^o^^^^^^^^^ 
graphical  works  that  renui-i  j^.        ^^9. 

fruBtworthy,  though  otten  in  knoiy^^^^ 

tions,  rcgardb^g  ««™«tlmM  o.a  ^^ 

those  i°,E;f^%\'Lf  vScation  of  one  per- 
upou  mistake  uy  >'"";'''  T_,ieed  this  prlnci- 
?Jn's  work  by  another  Indeed  i^^^^  ^^^ 
pie  pervades  the  whole  dep^^^^^^  ^j^^ 
fiardfy  anyone  Ih  trusted  mu^  catalogue  re- 
higher  office", ^L'J^K^  work    of  the  subor 


vising  and 
dinate.    f' 
work    or 
come 
are         c 
collated,  . 
to   differei 
catalogue, 
loguers  pro_ 
they  pass  to 
aholvcs,  late 
are  given  fix 
the  designati 
attached  to  tL_^ 
entries  of    ttetrf 


itc 


the  work    of  the  subor^ 
,B    head    also    comes  tba 
aU    new  books  that  ' 
le         library.         They 
by  the         Invoice, 

for  the  shelves,  asslgried 
entered  on  an  accesslve 
passed  over  to  the  cata-  , 
after  their  work  is  done 
department,  that  of  the 
I  described,  and  by  that 
[tions  on  the  shelves,  with 
ambers,   which    are   then 
,eok»  themselves  and  t<)  all 
In  the  various  catalogues. 


;ntriesof    *^  ^.Votes' herwhoirtlme  to 
STe^^caTafo^SS/ornord    volumes  ^  of 


fiampblett* ; 
ower  hall 
for     the       fe^ 
there     are      In 
te'jn      person*. 


of      bound    volumes    of 

,r  the    cataloguing  of  the 

•another,    of    the    books 

T-  Boston       branch,      80 

this      department     four- 

and      last      year      18,0W 

^•"f    or»n"'Iom6W''V  engaged  their  atten- 
ri°onTadVw?n  t^'tle  elamluatlon  of  many 

tlon,  10  aum^"  '^  which   books 

,nore  titles  fer  orders   upon  w^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

""Tt  °  bestowed  'uSon  the  pamphlet 
S^sloMdth^^^^^^ 

n'-^^f^^tvfs^^rtrthVow  all  possible 
U.^ht  S?'  authors,  subjects,  and  titles  a 
^vLSKno  matter  how  rich,  Is  practically 

the   Enll.   because    they    can    he.c  tlnd 
themsiivjt  _ 

BuTtJS^Sng'of"  s7ch"recpj_d9,  of  cata 


because    they    can    uc»i;  ""- 
,ore  readUy  supplied  with  such 
SerUl.whlc&wUl  help  them, 
ing  of    such  records,  of  cata 
;d  others,  Is  not  done  when  the 
"eted  in  manuscript,     inis  at 
vear,  Issned  bulletins  of  new 
o  the  Ubraiy,  which  were  of 
ce.  three  Uiouf  and  In  number, 
8  other  specUl  lists  and  class 
mt  departments  of  the  popular 
"     coltecUon.        This      crltl 
iroo&eadlng.    In    all    lan- 
•g    »»uch     of      the     time 
itJ^CTS  of  this  department, 
i  rilbof  reader.    Furthe  than 
#e8   \H>on    this  department  to 
liOiy  lists  of  the  freshly  recelv- 
ed'WcALS,wEiA''are  posted  in  the    view    of 
♦bfl  nubile.  In  the   various   naus;    to   keep 
p  oCt  V  up  tl'e   various    subsidiary    cata- 
loKues  lor  popular  use,  which   are  offshooti 
of^ie  main  card  catalogue  and  to    console 
dat«the  printed  titles  01   the    buUeilns   into 
«,ne  alphabet,  In  various  copies    <)r  more  con- 
venient use  by  the  ofllcers  and  the  PO«>»«- 

Now  tnni  to  the  next  division  of  the    ser- 
vice, thelShcli  Department,  and,  m  >t8  worK 
J;  much  Uke  that  Involved  In  the  Pra^J Ice  o 
tb«  domestic  virtue  of  a  place  for  everything 
«nA  ftvftrvthlntr  in  Its  plaee^ltlsno^urprls- 


I 


Taii  to  And  a  woman  at  the  head  01  u.      She 
has  one  male  and  three  female  assistants,  and 
upon  this  department  falls  the  prepariM  "f 
?he  books  fo?  the   shelves   after   thevjhave 
left  the  cataloguers,  with  their  assl&ment 
to  fixed  places;  the  care  of  the  orderlv  con- 
dition of  the  shelves,— to  see  if  the  books  are 
kept  properly  arranged    by  the    pages   who 
fetch  them,  for  which  purpose  a    circuit    ol 
the  library    is    made    dally,    and    a   report 
thereof  rendered  to  the  Superintendent;  and 
the  annual  accounting  for  every  book  whose 
title  stands  on  the  shell-lists,  or  stock  book 
ol  the  library,  which  of  course  implies  the 
keeping  up  of  those  shelf-lists.    This  yearly 
examination,  till    within    three    years,   has 
always  been  thought  to  requure  In  a  circu- 
lating library  the  closing  of  Its  doors  for  an 
interval  sufficient  to  the  comparison  of  all 
the  shelves  with  the  records  of  what  they 
ought  to  contain.    As  one  of  the  outgrowths 
ol  the  .>^ystem  of  charging  loans  to  borrow- 
ers by  means  of  slips,  Instead  of  on  the 
pages  of  a  Icdge'r,  was  much  as  the  account 
In  the  new  system  Is  kept  with  the  book  In- 
Btead  of  the  borrower.  It  has  been  found 
possible  to  examine  the  library  without  ever 
closing   its    doors,    and    the  example  here 
started  has  been  followed  In  other    llbrariea 
with    success.    lu    doing  it,  the  examiner  | 
draws  off  the  numbers  of  all  books  not  found 
in  their  places,  as  che  goes  through  alcove 
by  alcove.    These    are  then  accounted   for 
either  by  finding  them  charged  to  some  bor 
rower,  or  they  are  on  the  binders'  scheduled, 
showing  books  in  his  hands,  or  are  Injspcclal 
use  by  some  of  the  officers.    80  far  the  ac- 
counting for  them  Is  done  at  once.    The  rest 
U     gradual.      In      examining     subsequent 
alcoves  some  will  be  found  there,  and  ao  out 
of  place.    There  are  always  after   all  some 
unaccountable  cases.    The  examiner  keeps  a 


list  of  these,  and  oocfl  a  week  lislts    the 
proper  place  at  the  shelves,  wd  occasionally 
rbaA  will  reappear  there     Xts  deteuUon 
clhcwhcre  has  been  occasioned,  Pfrhaps,  DT* 
wrong  phftW-nnmbet  having   Ijot   wofl    US 
baX  wW6h,  when  rubbed  off.  and  replaced, 
wa«%TiUenVroperly       Still,    as    Is  expar  • 
enced  In  all  libraries,  there  arc  a  fe^v  IncxpU^ 
cable  cases;  but  time  "^^tterously  rectifies 
the  majority  of  these.    T^^^e  the    result    of 
last  yesr's  examination  of   the  Bate*  Hall, 
for  Instance,  which  has  nearly  140,000  vol 
umes  to  be  seen  or  accounted  for.      The  ex- 
amination was  made,  perffaps.  In  one  or  two 
daysJn  each  week  during  the  cowse  of,  »aj, 
four  months.  The  castodlan  found  1/*  «'0|- 
umes  missing  from  the    "^'clves,  ofwhlch 
1,1.51   were    at   the    moment   In  bormwers 
hands;  208  were  at  the  bindery,  and  5»*ot^ 
crwlse  accounted  for,  leaving  twelve  vrhose 
absence    could    not    be    explained,  mo«t  ot 
which  will  probablv   be    fo"S'\,  f^jl"*?  JJ.^. 
coming  year.    In  the  Lower  Hall  (over  atMXM) 
volumes),  whose  use  as  a  popular   bbra'-y   »» 
neariv  four  times  that  of  the  Bates  Hall  col 
lection,  there  were  4,7tl8   volumes    mlss!!)^ 
from  the  shelves,  and  all  bat  twentv  nine  of 
these    were    accounted  for  during    the  year^ 
Upon  this  department,  as  I  have  stated,  falls 
the  ssslgnlmr  of  books  to  partlcu  ar  she  ves, 
according  to  the  classifications  of  the  llbra- 
rie8,  and  the  dftily  record  of  this  work  gives 
the  statistics  from  which  the  proportion  and 
growth  of   the  various  classes  of    books  U 
always  ascertainable.  ^     w    #     ™  ♦».« 

The  service  of  dlstrbutlng  books  from  the 
nates  Han  collection  forms  another  departr 
ment,  which  has  a  keeper,  one  male  assistant 
„nd  two  female  assistants,  and  tbre«  boys, 
who  act  as  pagw  In  running  to  the  shelves. 
This  service  Is  so  organized  that  one  young 
lady,  and  sometimes.  In  hours  of  pressure, 
two,  are  at  the  delivery  desk,  and  two  boys, 
nnd  Kometimea  three,  are  always  on  duty 
bringing  hooks  that  are  Inquired  for.  The 
keeper  U  always  at  hand  to  answer  ques- 
tions, to  assist  In  the  examining  of  the  cata^ 
logues,  to  confer  wlUi  the  catalogue  officers 
on  any  mooted  point  raised  by  a  visitor,  and 
to  despatch  an  attendant  to  an  alcove  with 
anybody  desiring  such  facilities. 

for  the  Lower  Hall  thera  is  a  similar  de^ 
vice,  namely,    a  keeper  as  the  head;   but 
additional   ramiHeatlons    grovv    out  of    the 
more  popular  character  of  this  hall,  and  of 
the  other  matters  put  umlerthe  charge  of  lt« 
keener.     There  are  clerks   to  receive  and  de 
liver  books,  with  •ubstltules  for  relief.    One 
clerk  gives  her  whole  attention  to  the  record 
ing  of  dellnquenU  and  sending  thenar  notice* 
(nearly  20.0UO  were  sent  last  y«ar).  MKl  k) 
the  condemning  the  worn-out  volume!  U,*W 
were  so  put  aside  last  year),  and  to  the  pre- 
paring for  the  hinder,  recording  them  in  a 
Uhedula,  lome  4,000  more.    Another  attcml 

the  Ead?n™pn.  Each  number  l«|ehe«|i« 
on  %c  Ylstr»Mid  is  then  made  rmAy 
^y  ^avlBg  IM  leaves  cot,  wid 
hhiiffSttmtAtwn*  either  re»«^.fd  or  en 
casedfn  a  piiirtii^ard  cover.  «  the  R«ad 
iug-Room  U  supplied  with  avfWW)  such  pe 
riodlcals,  covering  all  the  way  from  daily  to 
quarterly,  the  labor  Is  not  small.  Another 
clerk  attends  to  the  Indicator,   which    U  an 
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InBtniment  showinf?  the  pin)nc"^etlier  a 
hoXlTln  or  out  before  they  ask  for  it.  An 
ofh^r  covers  the  books  the  volum|gi^ 
Sail  being  ttone  protected  before  ll^jj  P"t 
upon  the  shelves,  ana  betweetf-  ».Q»  "J?^ 
uKrt^  now  covers  are  put  on  during  ine 
^jSf  Th?fetch?nir  of  books  is  done  In  th  s 
Ifu  by  five  youn "girls;    and  this  number  is 

elaCs  ^ncreas%d.    Thr«e,  PrVTioiitTl 
thoir  turns  In  the  charge    of  the    periodical 
ReadlnJRoom.      The     police    oversight  of 
fheseU)wer   apartments,  which  the  pub  Ic 
have   access  to,  Is    vesteA  In  an  officer  who 
-1  J«  wT  fharee  of  the    collection  of  fines, 
fhe"  rU  BtrS  Of  aWllcants  /or  therl^M 
to  use  the  library,  and  who  is  always  in  The 
niihllc'B  sieht,  to    answer  any  needful  ques- 
Fi^^i     snfl  another  attendant  is  in  charge 
nf  an    ad  accn     hall    called  the  "  Fine  Arts 
Room  "and  assorts  the  slips  of  the  clrcula- 
KandTs  prepared  to  give  the  statistics  of 

^'ThS'iinTtor.wlth  his  family,  lives  in  ^c 
building,  and  has  one  permanent  assUtant, 
and  numerous  temporary  ones.  „^„  ...,,. . 
A  foreman  and  two  assistants  constitute 
the  forcttSat  does  that  part  of  the  binding 
which  is  done  in  the  building.  (^t  (vr, 

TbP  Branch  Library  at  East  Boston  (of  600 
voTimSi"  conducted  by  a  librarian,  three 
ISUb  and  a]anitor,wlthmuchthe  san  e 
ni  onortionate  division  of  labor  as  in  lue 
S,Su  rarv  thouch  all  the  work  m  prepar- 
w"t8  books  or  tfe  shelves  is  done  at  the 
Central  Library,  with  which  communica^ 
tior  >  kept  dafiy  by  an  «Prf «  ^OJ  and  by 
reports  to  the  Superintendent.  "  U  Pro 
loosed  0  Increase  this  branch  of  the  service 
?y  oth,^-^ranches  in  dllTerent  parts  of  the 

""' itha»l>een  shown  now,  perbaps,  why  it  is 
neces^^to  speud  ,*35,0()0  or  HO,(X^  «  je'  r 
in  DaviDB-fee  salaries  of  fifty  or  sixty  per 
ois 'ihVftnd  plenty  to  do  l^^^^^^^ 
detail  df^wlibrary  which  added  to  Us  stores, 
l^iiyeanW,^)©  volumes;  circulated  mO(A 


every  day  but  Sundays  and 
hoUdayV.  ^he  reason  for  the  other  expendi- 
tures willbegivenlu  another leetter.        N. 


Xem«  Fer  "Tear  »•  •■Merlber.  k»  M»ll 

TO  Rrevent  Helay  anU  mlgtakM.  be  rore  and  give 
ost  OlllMaddreMln  raU.  moludlagBt*U>  and  county. 

Po«tiuMt«r«  we  •llowed  !•  P«r  ••■•  «•»«»•• 
•loa  o«  yearly  •ol»«ertpW«»*« 

Bomlt  br  <intU  exprew.  Po«t  Office  order,  or  In  reg- 

"Td'tT*"'  **  '"  '^'"  TRIBUNE  COMPAKT, 

Cblcago,  111. 

TWKM  TO  orrr  sctmobibms. 
DaliT  dJ'Uverod,  Sunday  excepted,  SS  oenti  per  **** 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  17,   1871. 


A  fEBE  LIBBABT  FOE  CHICAGO. 

Tlie  people  of  Chicago  payaniluftL 
and  without  reluctance,  a  dltm.  W*^ 
,  teOO.OOO  to  maintain  public  schools,  in 
which  82  percent  ot  the  chfliji^tf  attend- 
rnraretan^*t'...««a,opeir,  and  write, 
and  no  more4  4n  which  17  per  cent  are 
I  taught  the  jud^ents  of  grammar,  geog- 
raphy, histojjr  *°*^  arithmetic  ;  and  1 
per  cent  are  fM^t  a  higher  grade  of 
I  tnese  lauer  stuuieS^  aua  «.  u..w.rtAring  of 
I  French,    Latin, '  G«fcnan,    botany,    ana 
chemistry.     There  are,   perhaps,    fVom 
la.OQO  to  15,000  other  children  taught  the 
same  things  in  other  schools,   at  a  cost 
to  their  parents  ol,  perhaps,  $100,000  a 
year,  making  an  aggregate  of,  say,  $700,- 
000  u  yeai   to  teach  the  children  of  the 
city  to  spell,  to  read,  and  to  write.    Does 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  the  children  end 
with  imparting  to  them  the  knowledge  of 
spelling,  reading,  and  writing  ?  Is  that  an 
education  ?  Is  that  conferring  knowledge, 
or  is  it    any  more  than    conferring    the 
simplest  means  whereby  these  children 
may  acquire  knowledge?    Can    Chicago 
do  nothing  better  than  this  for  her  sons 
and    daughters?    Is    she   content    with 
teaching  them   to    spell,  to  write   their 
names,  and  to  read    the  stories    in   the 
"  Third  Reader?"    Suppose  that,  in  ad- 
dition   to    these    schools,  there  were    a 
library  of   many  thousand  volumes  to 
which  these  boys  and  girls   could    have 
free  access  ;  that  when  they  had  learned 
to  read,  and, write,  and  spell,  and,  there- 
fore, were    *'  graduates"    of  the    public 
schools, 'they^o<ttd,Tn  the  intervals   of 
their  labor,  have  the  free  use  of  books  of 
travel,  o^dlscovery,  of   history,  of  biog- 
raphyj  of  mathematics,  of  drawing,    of 
mechanics,  of  the  construction  and  oper- 
ation   of  the  steam-engine,    of  mining 
and  of  minerals,  the  history  and  geology 
of  coal,  of  Hi.  production  and  of  its  uses, 
and   thus,    gradually    rising   from   the 
Third    Reader,    open    to    themselves    a 
knowledge  of   all    that  is  useful,  and  in- 
teresting, and  k»»Wn  to  man— would  not 
such  a  library,  if  extensively  used,  be  a 
complement  of  the    schools,  really  im- 
parting more  knowledge   and  bestowing 
more  education  than  the  schools  them- 
selves?   Suppose  this  library  could    be 
established  and  maintained  at  a  cost  not 
I  exceeding,  annually,  8    per  cent    of  the 
money  now   expended    in    teaching  the 
children    how  to    read,  and  write,   and 
spell,  would    any  person   deny  that    it 
would  be  a  useful    application    of   that 
much  of  the  school  moneys,  or    that    it 
would  be  an  expenditure  productive  of 
a»  much  general  benefit    as    the  schools 
themselves? 

But  the  40,000  children  between   the 
nges  of  6  and   16  attending  the  public 
iind  private  schools  of  this  city  are  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  people  in  whose 
education  and  culture  the  public  have  a 
deep  interest.     There  are  100,000  other 
minors  who  are  not  attending  schools, 
who  are  at  labor  of  some  kind;  and  then 
there  is  the  adult  population  of  both 
sexes.    To  the  great  mass  of  these,  from 
the  day  they  leave  school,  having  mas- 
tered the  art  of   reading,  writing,  and 
spelling,  the  only    instructors    are  the 
newspapers,    cheap    publications,    and 
whatever  mayl>e  obtained  in  the  Sunday 
School  and  from  the  pulpit. 

Suppose  there  were  established  in  this 
city  a  library  having  200,000  volumes, 
embracing  the  best  books,  and  all  books 
from  which  knowledge,  information,  and 
instruction    could   be   obtained;    from 
vhich  it  were  possible  that  all  persons, 
knowing  how  to  read,    write,   and  spell 
might,   in  their  own  way,  at  their  own 
time,  whether  by  day  or  by  night,  freely 
and  without  cost,   seek  and  find  every- 
tiing  of  interest  or  instruction  suitable 
to  their  age,  profession,  occupation,  or 
condition— would   not    such   a   library 
have  a  value  as  an  educator  and  as  a 
conservator    of  morals,    equal  to    any 
school  system  which  has  ever  been  de 
vised  ?    Would  not  that  be  as  legitimate 
a  means  of  education  as  to  build  a  house, 
and  hire  a  man  to  teach  a  cla«»  of  In- 
fAttts  thelr.A  B  C,  and  then  leare  them 
to  educate  themselves  thereafter  ? 

We  have  in  Chicago  a  score  of  private 
Ubrariea,  conUlniPg  raluaW*  coUwtWM 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON 


To   THE    Mayor   and    City    Council    of    the    City   op 
Boston : — 
Genrtemen, -Under  the  will  of  the  lute  Caleb  FcUowes, 
the  undersigned  were  invested  with  a  trust,  wh.-se  purpose 
is  to  estahlish  a  lil.rary,  and  ereet  a  building  f"r  it   w.thm 
half  a  n.ile  of  the  liev.    Dr.   Putnam'8  church.     The  will 
provides  that  forty  thon.sand  dollars  shall  be  spent    in   the 
purchase  of  laud  and  in  the  erection  .,f  the  said  building 
The  available  fnnd  now  nmoui.ts  to  about  Hfty-f.mr  th.,iisaud 
dollars,  and  the  e.xeess  over  that  appropriated  tor  the  land 
aud  building  we  are  required  to  invest  as  a  fiiud,  the  income  of 
■  which  shall  l.e  available  for  the  p.iicha.so  of  book» ;  and  to 
this  will  be  ad.led,  when  the  laiildiiig  is  completed,  a  hiilher 
sum  of  about  thirty   thousand   dollars,  which  will  then   be 
paid  to  us  by  the  executors  under  the  will  ol  the  late  Mrs. 

Fellowcs.  ji   .1    .   .1, 

Wo  deem  it  for  the  interest  of  all  concerned  that  the 
advantages  ofth.se  funds  shall  be  joined  with  such  others  as 
mny  accrue  from  the  provisions  to  be  made  for  the  henefit  of 
the  District  of  Roxbury,  in   the  way  of  a  U.-anch  of  the 

Public  Library.  , 

To  that  end  we  respectfully  request  that  we  may  be 
allowed  a  hearing  before  the  appropriate  committee  of  the 
City  Couueil ;  and  further  request  that  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  be  invited  to  attend. 

In  behalf  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Fellowcs  Athenieum. 

GEORGE  PUTNAM, 

PresidcTil. 
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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


In  Board  of  Aldermen,  December  26,  1871. 

The  Committee  on  the  Puhlic  Library,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  forejroing  communication  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Fellowes  Athenaeum,  havinof  carefully  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

GEORGE  D.   RICKER, 

Chairman,  pro  tern. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  io 
sign,  seal,  and  deliver  the  indenture  (a  copy  of  which  is 
appended  hereto)  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Fcllowes  Athenceum  in  Roxbury,  for  joint 
action  in  the  establishment  of  u  Branch  Public  Library,  for 
Wards  13,  14  and  15. 
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This  indenture  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Fellowes  Athenaaum  in  Roxbury,  a  corporation 
duly  created  by  law,  witnesseth  :  — 

That,  whereas  the  said  trustees  hold  certain  funds  under 
the  will  of  Caleb  Fellowes,  late  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  deceased,  in  trust,  to  lay  out  and  expend  forty 
thousand  dollars  upon  land,  and  a  building  to  be  erected 
thereon,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  meeting-house  of  the  first 
religious  society  in  Roxbury,  to  be  used  for  an  Atheuseum 


^  Branch  Library.  5 

for  literary  and  instruct ive  purpofsos  for  the  benefit  and 
pleasure  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Roxbury  and  of  other 
worthy  persons  who  may  visit  that  city  : 

And  in  further  trust,  to  keep  the  remainder  of  said  sum 
over  and  above  snid  foity  thousand  dollars  constantly  and 
safelv  invested,  and  to  expend  the  income  thereof,  half-vearlv 
forever,  in  purchasin<r  and  supplying  books  and  periodical 
works  for  the  said  Athena-um  : 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  City  of  Boston  should 
establish  in  that  part  of  said  city  called  Roxbury,  and  formerly 
the  City  of  Roxbury,  a  Branch  of  its  Public  Library  : 

And  whereas,  the  said  city  and  the  said  trustees  can  ac- 
complish  the  purposes  of  said  Athenroum  and  of  said  Public 
Library  more  effectually  in  conjunction  than  sei)arately,  and 
have  accordingly  "igreed  upon  a  method  of  co-operation  so 
as  to  bring  about  a  union  of  the  resources  of  the  two  in- 
stitutions : 

And  whereas,  in  order  to  furnish  the  needful  accommoda- 
tions for  the  united  institutions,  it  may  be  necessary  for  the 
said  trustees  to  expend  somewhat  more  than  forty  thousand 
dollars  upon  land  and  building,  and  in  that  case  they  will  bo 
obliged  to  treat  the  surplus  as  an  investment  of  which  the 
income  la  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  as  afore- 
said : 

And  whereas,  upon  the  completion  of  said  building,  the 
said  trustees  will  become  entitled  to  a  further  sum  under  the 
will  of  Sarah  Fellowes,  upon  trust,  to  be  applied  to  tin;  pur- 
chase of  such  books  and  periodicals  as  the  said  trustees  nuiy 
from  time  to  time  deem  best  to  be  placed  in  said  Atlicnreuni, 
as  the  property  thereof: 

Now,  theicfore,  it  is  agreed  between  the  parties  hcnito  as 
follows,  viz.  :  — 

The  said  trustees  shall  proceed  as  soon  as  may  be  to  erect 
a  building  which  shall  contain  suitable  accommodations  for  a 


i. 


1t/r^ 


6 


Ur>v^     ^MM>     C^^nyU  y,^.-^  i^Y=* 
City  Document.  —  No.  99. 


Branch  Public  Lihniry  of  the  City  of  Boston   as  well   as  for 
said  Athenaeum  : 

As  soon  as  said  building  shall  be  ready  for  occupancy,  the 
said  cit}-^  shall  appropriate  towards  a  Branch  Public  Library, 
for  Wards  13, 14  and  15,  as  large  a  sum  of  money  as  has  been, 
or  shall  be,  appropriated  for  outfit  and  maintenance  to  any 
other  Branch  Library  in  said  city,  and  the  said  city  shall  pay 
for  the  rental  of  said  building  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  which  shall  be  paid  annually  to  the  said 
trustees,  to  be  laid  out  by  them,  after  paying  insurance,  re- 
pairs, etc.,  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals,  to  be  the 
property  of  said  Trustees  of  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum  in 
Roxbury,  and  their  successors  in  said  trust. 

The  rest  of  said  appropriation  shall  be  expended  in  tho 
purchase  of  books  and  the  administration  and  management 
of  the  joint  institutions  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library. 

All  books  and  periodicals  purchased  by  the  said  TrustecB 
of  the  Athenceum  from  any  of  the  funds  in  ihcir  hands  for  the 
purchase  of  books  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  put  in  charge  of  the 
custodians  of  the  said  liranch  Public  Library,  being  first 
distinctly  marked  as  the  property  of  said  Trustees,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  directicm  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  as  to  custody,  care,  and  arrangement  within  the  said 
building,  and  shall  be  open  to  the  public  for  readir.g  and  cir- 
culation under  such  regulations  as  the  said  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  may,  with  tho  consent  of  the  said  Trustees 
of  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum,  from  time  to  time  establish. 

This  contract  shall  be  terminable  by  either  party,  at  any 
time,  upon  giving  six  months'  notice  to  the  other  party,  and, 
upon  its  termination,  the  books  shall  belong  to  the  party 
which  shall  have  purchased  them,  or  to  whom  they  have  been 
given  ;  the  furniture,  shelving,  and  all  other  movable  prop- 
erty, which  shall  have  been  purchased  by  the  city,  shall 
belong  to  the  said  city ;  and  the  property  which   shall  have 
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been  fixed  to  the  real  estate,  and  any  furniture  which  may 
have  been  purchased  by  the  said  Trustees  of  the  Fellowes 
Athenaeum,  shall  belong  to  the  said  Trustees. 

A  suitable  room  shall  be  provided  by  the  Trustees  of  tho 
Fellowes  Athenaeum,  in  the  building  to  bo  erected  by  them, 
and  furnished  l)y  the  city,  for  the  joint  use  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Fellowes  Athemeum  and  tho  Trustees  of  the  Public 

Library. 

It  is  fin-ther  agreed  that  all  questions  of  detail  of  manage- 
ment, not  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  settled  in  conjunction 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Fellowes  Athenajum  and  of  the  Pub- 
lie  Library. 


^M&ooks^ut  these  libraries,  however 
valuable  to  their  owners,  are  sealed  vol- 
umes to  the  public.    The  hungrystudent  j 
cannot  obtain  access  to  them.  ^|  Have 
two  or  three  subscription  libr^njs.^nd  | 
we  have  ten. or  a  dozen  circulatin|;  libra- 
ries ;  and   he  who  doubts  the  desire  of 
the  multitude  to  read  books  can  have] 
those  doubts  removed  by  finding  out  the 
number  and  classes  of  people  who  pat- 
ronize these  latter  establishments.  What 
Chicago    wants  is  a  Public  Library— a 
free  library,  like  that  of  Boston— a  place 
where  any  person,  of  either  sex,  can  get 
any  book  he  or  she  wants,  without  hire, 
and   without   deposit.     Such  a  library 
keeping  50,000  copies  of  useful,  instruc- 
tive books  at  all   times  in  the  hands  of 
the  public,  could  not  fall  to  exercise  a 
most  beneficial  influence  upon  the  pub- 
lic, and   particularly  In  supplementing 
the  education  of  the  young   men  and 
women  of  the  city. 

Less  than  ten  years  ago  a  number  of 
citizens  subscribed  a  sum  of  money  to 
endow  the  Historical  Society,  and  have, 
at  their  own  expense,  maintained  that 
institution  ever  since.  It  has  served  as 
a  depository  of  books,  and  from  small 
beginnings,  by  occasional  donations,  the 
library  has  grown  to  be  both  large  and 
vbluable.  But,  practically,  that  library 
Is  a  private  one— the  general  public  do- 
rive  nothing  but   an  indirect    benefit 

from  It. 

A  free  public  library  would  soon  put- 
an  end  to   the  moribund    subscription 
libraries— practically    it   would    absorb 
them— in  time,  by  purchase  or  bequest, 
it  would  become  the  possessor  of  many 
of  the   valuable  private  libraries   now 
here  ;  and,  though  such  a  library  to  be 
entirely  complete  will  require  years.  Its 
popular  benefits  would  begin   at  once 
and  each  day  would  become  more  exten- 
sive.   Connected  with,  and,  necessarily, 
an  important  part  of,  such  a^nstltutlon 
would  be  the  readlng-rdtuMgll^irays  open 
and  always   invitiug   thc"^feWlc   to   the 
free  use  of  Its  contents.    To  those  Uvlng 
in  the  neighborhood  or  having  no  fixed 
homes  this  reading-room  would  be   an 
ever-grateful  resort.   To  those  living  at  a 
distance  the  library  would  be  the  liberal 
dispenser  of  knowledge  and  pleasure. 

The  boys  and  girls  who  become   de- 
graded, and  render  themselves  danger- 
ous to  society,  are  taken  care  of  by  the 
public,  and    furnished   with  gratuitous 
instruction  and  the   free  use  of  books. 
But  the  boys  and  girls,  and  men  and 
women,  who  are  not  degraded,  and  not 
criminal,  who  live  by  their  hard  labor, 
and    strive  to    live  decent  lives,  have 
nothing  done  to  enable  them  to  Improve 
their  minds,  instruct  them  in  useful  mat- 
ters,  or  increase  their    knowledge.    Is 
it  a  question  whether  charity  ihouid  be- 
gin with  crime,  or  whether  the  groat 
multitude  who  are  not  criminals,  and 
to  whom  education  and  knowledge  must 
prove  elevating  and  valuable,  are  not  as 
fully  the  objects  of  public  care  as  their 
more  unfortunate  fellows?    We  spend 
1100  for  the  instruction,  care,  and  ref- 
ormation of  the  depraved  and  criminal 
to  the  one  we  spend  for  the  many  who  are 
not  depraved  and  criminal,    and   who 
seek   knowledge   to  render  themselves 
better  and  more  useful  members  of  socie- 
ty.   Is  It  not  desirable  that  this  class 
should  have  and  enjoy  the  greatest  pos- 
sible opportunities  for  self-improvement 
consistent  with  the  purposes   and  ob- 
jects  of  govcmmentt 


To  found  such  a  iiorary  in  inis  city 
would  require  for  a  site  and  building 
about  1200,000,  or   about  one-h^|f,^he 
cost  of  the  site  and  building  of  the  new 
Bridewell*   To    furnish,  it  ^witK   books 
would  require  an  a verag^  ™i4if fr^rftpp^. 
diture  pt  $35,000,  and  about  |3Q,000  for 
the  car^,  management,  and'  geneo^l  con- 
duct of  Its  atiairs.    This  would  be  an 
Institution  for  the  benefit,  improvement, 
and  general  education  and  entertainment 
of  the  entire  population,  and  the  whole 
annual  expense  would  not  equal  that  of 
providing   for   the    300    drunken    and 
vagrant  inmates  of  the  Bridewell.    It 
would  be  a  movement  of  public  morality 
and  refinement.  It  would  be  a  dissemina- 
tion of  useful  knowledge  far  exceeding 
that  of  the  schools,  and  Its  healthful  and 
refining  infiuences  would  permeate  every 
home  in  the  city. 

As    an  evidence  of  the  effect  such  an 
institution  hag  jfw|on  public  morals,  the 
Boston  Free  Library,  which  is  open  to 
every  person  in  the  city,  and  where  the 
books  are  given  out  upon  no  other  secu- 
rity than  the  promise  to  return  them,  the  j 
loss  of  books,  annually  is  In  the  propor- 
,tion  of  one  volume  to  each  neven  thousand 
oaned.    A  principle  of  personal  honor 
has  been  cultivated,  and,  though  the  bor- 
rower may>want  bread,  he  will  not  keep 
the  book  from  the  library  that  trusted  to 
his  honesty  to  return  It.      is  there  an 
owner  of  a  private  library,  who  lends  his 
books  at  all,  who  can  make  a  better  ex- 
hibition of  the  honesty  of  his  borrowers? 
We  suggest,  therefore,  that  our  citizens 
take,  this  matter  In  hand,  and  that  they 
apply  to  the  Legislature  for  general  au- 
lUority    for   Municipal  corporati*^""  '-** 
establish  and  maintain  «~e  public  libra- 
ries.   The  m»«4y  intended  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  -^  be  thrown  away  in  the 
purcbose  of  Walker's  marsh  would  pay 
the  entire  operating  expenses,  including 
purchase  of  books,  for  such  a  library  for 
two  years.     The  money  voted    for  the 
little   patch   to    be    added    to    Union 
Park  would  run  such  a  library  two  years 
more  ;  and  the  city  of  Chicago,  with  'a 
population   of   840,000    persons,  which 
can  build  a  $400,000  prison  for  drunken 
vagrants,  support  an  expensive  jail  and 
other  ^ikmatories,  can  spare  $50,000  a 
year  ^   maintain  and   enlarge  a  free- 
libra^   for   the   people     who  are   not 
criminals,  and  who  have  no  other  means 
ivto  obtain  the  knowledge,  enjoyment,  and 
^jenefits  to  be  obtained  In  such  an  Insti- 
^^on. 
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SATURDAY,    SEPTEMBER   38,    1871. 


FUSLIC  LIBBABIES. 
We  publish,  this  morning,  a  second 
letter  on  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
which,  it  is  not  improper  to  state,  is 
from  the  best-informed  source,  and  may, 
therefore,  be  relied  upon  as  perfectly 
trustworthy.  The  inrormatiion  it  gives 
is  entertaining  as  well  as  instructive  as 
to  the  past  and  present  expenses  of  the 
library,  the  influence  it  exercises  upon 
the  community,  the  classes  of  persons  by 
whom  its  books  are  most  used,  the  facil- 
ities extended  to  students  of  special  sub- 
jects, and  the  growth  of  its  popularity 
and  utility.    Tlie  comparisons  which  the 


writer  makes  r/tth  other  libraries,  whilo 
in  no  sense  invidn>u8,  are    valuable   for 
the  information  conveyed  by  the^,  and 
for     the     evidence      they      giftT     of 
the       superiority       of       the       system 
pursued     in     the      Boston      Library. 
One  fundamental  fact  would  seem  to  be 
established  by  experience,  both  in  this 
country   and  abroad,  that  good  public 
libraries  lor  popular  use  need  the  aid  of 
legislative  appropriation,  and  that  pri- 
vate endowment  and  donation  cannot 
be  relied  upon.    What  is  true  of  schools 
is  true  of  libraries.    A  certain   portion 
of  the  community  will  always  prefer,  and.  | 
will  always  have,  private  schools,  as  a 
certain  portion  will  also  prefer  and  have 
private  libraries,  or  libraries  supported 
by  private  subscription.      But  for    the 
education  of  the  mass  there    must  be 
public  schools  established  and  supported 
by  the  State,  and,  where  this  is  done, 
there  education  is  most  widely  diiTuae  I 
and  the  people  the  most  intelligent.    But 
education,  or  the  desire   for  education, 
does  not  cease    when  the  children    of 
the   people,    from  the  age  of  from  14 
lo    16   years,  leave     the    etabiishmentH 
where  the  primary  elements  only  of  in- 
struction can  be  acquired.    Education, 
indeed,  in  any  thorough  senfe,  Is  then 
only  Just  begun,  and  it  can  only  be  com- 
pleted  by   unrestricted   and   att^'activc 
access  to  free  libraries.    How  complete 
the  success  of  this  plan  is  we  learn  from 
the  example  of  the  Public  Library  in  Bos 
ton    and    elsewhere  in    Massachusetts, 
and,  on  the  other   hand,  how  necessary 
to  that  success  Is  the    foatoring  care  of 
legislative  endowment.    Our  Boston  cor 
respondent     refera     to    the    Cincinnati 
Library  as  the  most  promising  now  in  the 
West,  and  as  likely  to  be  one  of  the  best 
in  the  country.    The  history  of  this  in- 
stitution is  instructive.    It  contains  now 
itbout  ^,000  volumes,  and  it  nearly  as 
old  as  the  Boston  Public  Library  in  years, 
but   had    its    growth    and    prosperity 
checked  by  legislative  neglect  and  hostil- 
tility  for  a  large  portion  of  that  time. 
It     originated       in     an     act    of     the 
Legislature  of  1868,  which  provided  for 
a  State  tax  of  one-tenth  of  one  mill  on 
the   dollar    valuation     for    famishing 
school  libraries  and  apparatus.    The  six- 
teen school  libraries  for  each  district  in 
Cincinnati  were  subsequently  merged  In 
a  single  collection,  and  to  this  was  Joined 
that  of  the  Ohio  Mechanics'  Institute, 
and  in  1856  a  library  was  opened  contain- 
injr  nearly  12,000  volumes.    In  that  and 


the  following  year  the  State  tax  for 
libraries  was  suspended ;  in  the  two 
years  following,  1858  and  185&,..|t  was 
again  imposed,  but  in  1860  the  m<i!t  was 
repealed.  The  library,  up  to  that  time, 
liad  increased  to  about  16,000  volumes, 
but  during  the  next  seven  years, 
being  without  any  legislative  support, 
it  deteriorated,  its  circulation  of 
books  fell  off,  many  disappeared  alto- 
gether, there  was  an  actual  decrease  in 
the  size-of  the  library,  and  it  was  report- 
ed as  in  an  altogether  wretched  condi- 
tion, both  as  to  its  prosperity  and  its 
usefulness.  But  in  1867  the  Legl(* 
lature  came  to  Us  aid  by  a  re-enactmeat 
of  the  act  of  1853,  levying  a  tax  of  one- 
tenth  of  a  mill  on  the  dollar  valuation, 
and  authorizing  a  Board  of  Education, 
having  custody  of  a  public  library  in 
cities  of  20,000  or  more  inhabitant",  to 
constitute  a  board  of  seven  managers  of 
said  library.  From  that  moment  the 
Public  Library  of  Cincinnati  put  on  a 
new  condition.  The  small  tax  permitted 
of  immediate  and  increasing  additions, 
each  year,  of  books;  public  interest  was 
awakened;  the  registration  of  re  ulei-s 
of  2,120  in  1867  has  increased,  in  the 
present  year,  to  11,231 ;  a  lot  80  by  190 
fi-et,  on  which  an  opera  house  had  been 
commenced,  has  been  purchased,  the 
building  is  to  be  remodelled  and  fire- 
proof additions  made  to  it  at  a  cost  alto- 
gether of  1131,788,  for  which  the  appro- 
priation has  been  made  by  the  city  gov- 
ernment. In  short,  left  to  Itself  and  to 
the  uncertain  aid  of  private  donation, 
tlie  library  languished  and  was  in  a  fair 
way  of  soon  becoming  extinct ;  but  when 
established  and  fostered  by  law,  with  a 
fixed,  though  not  large,  sum  for  its  care 
and  increase,  it  becomes  immediately  a 
public  benefaction,  not  only  honorable 
to  the  city,  but  a  constantly  ameliorat- 
ing influence  upon  the  character  of  the 
people.  From  the  interest  awak- 
ening in  the  subject  in  this 
State  and  city  there  is,  we  think, 
good  ground  for  hope  that  the  bill 
authorizing  cities  to  establish  and  main- 
tain free  public  libraries  and  reading 
rooms,  introduced  at  the  last  session  of 
tlie  Legislature,  may  become  a  law  early 
t!ie  ensuing  session,  and  that  not  many 
months  will  pass  away  ere  we  shall  see 
in  this  city  the  beginning  of  an  institu- 
tion we  so  much  need,  and  which  we 
should  be  ashamed  to  be  much  longer 
without. 


THE  iiOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRAR? 

The  Oarrent  and  P.,t  Bxpen.e^u-, 

--1  ire«l»tioa  or  Book.,  and  by  Whom 
C-cd-Ald  to  Special  Btadent.. 

correspondence  of  The  Chicago  Tribune. 
T        r  Boston,  8ept.  — ,  isn. 

In  a  former  letter  I  endeavored  to  show 
how  and  why  flfty.flre  persona  were  engatred 
...  the  public  library  of  Boston,  on  a  pay-roll 
;.f  Bome  135.000.  I  propose  now  to  go 
tlirongh  the  other  items  of  the  annual  ao 
propriatioQB  of  the  city  government,  namely- 

VVUHKm  KXPKW8E3-BOOK8  AND  BUILOmO 

There  are  some  123,000  available  for  this 
piirpoee  the  current  year,  about  $7,000  of 
which    does     not    come     from      the    cltv 
"loruy,  but  is  the  income  of  a  fund  of  $100 
(XX)  which  has  been  given  to  the  library  at 
diirereut  time*,  in  Huma  as  follows:    $50  (XK) 
mm,  $10,000,   $4,000,   14,000.  ,l,£''Z 
-1,000.    Throwing  out  what  portion  of  this 
gross  sum  may  be  spent  on  reblnding  books, 
and  other  incidental  work  of  the  bindery    it 
may  be   said  that  about   $20,000  is   spent  a 
year  on  the  increase  of  the  collection  by  pur- 
chase ;  and  last  year  the  increase  by  donation 
was  even  in  excess  of  the  addition  paid  for. 
though  something  is  spent  for  binding  some 
ol  the  books  given  it.    About  .-lOO  periodicals 
are  supplied  to  the  Central  Keading-Koom, 
and  to  that  of  the  East  Boston  Branch,  at  a 
cost  (but  few  of  them  being  suoplied  gratui- 
tously) of  Boraething  over  $2,000,  and,  after 
icndering    their   service  in  numbers,  these 
arc  bound  at  the  expense  of  this  nppropria. 
tlon,  and  placed  on  the  shelves  as  books. 

PHINTINO. 

The  printing  of  catalogue,  like  the  buUe- 
tinH,  j.opuIar  class,  lists  and  other  special 
lists,  costs  from  $3Jlif i  to  »»,Aaa_  »»„  .vjmme 
ur  me  mam  catalogue  of  the  Bates  Hall  has 
been  printed  since  1866,  and  another  volume 
of  this  would  cost  in  print  and  paper  from 
$8,000  to  $10,000.  The  miscellaneous  printing 
inciudiuff  blanks  of  all  kinds,  notices, 
etc.,  which  are  used  in  ir-"-* 
numbers,    costs     from    kOjOw     to     $2,500. 

-PW7,     »1,SOOIO$1,!)00. 

Gat,    $2,000  to  19,500. 

titatiomry, »  $1,200  to  $1,500. 

Transjxtrtation,  etc.,  including  exprcssflge 
(considerable  in  exchanglnu'  with  distant  II- 
brarles,  etc.),  postage  (large  oB  aceoant  of 
the  great  number  of  delinquent  uotice«),and 
insurance  (obtained  only  upon  books  in  tran- 
sit.   $1,200.  ^ 

Mitutdamouf,    1^2,000. 

Furniture,  including  fixtures,  new  shelving. 
cabinets,  <fec.,    $2,000. 

And  these  Items  loot  up  the  current  year 
an  allowance  of  some  $75,000.  in  addition  to 
which  there  was  a  sp.;v.;Al  appropriation  of 
$.3,000  to  pay  for  arranging  and  cataloguing 
the  SpHuish  library  of  the  late  George  Tick- 
uor,  which  the  iustitrtlou  received  by  be- 
quest. 

F^T  BXPSKSITtJBIM. 

Of  course  Boston  did  not  begin  with  such 
a  yearly  outlay.  During  1850-1-2  there  were 
small  sums  spent  in  maturing  plans.  The 
accounts  for  1858,  showing  the  first  year  of 
it»  organlaation,  give  an  expenditure  of  some 
$4,700  for  books,  with  enough  more  for  other 
expeusesto  make  a  total  of  $H,825.  For 
threeyears  more  the  annual  appropriation 
was  $7,000,  though  the  total  yearly  outlav, 
including  the  availaiUe  income  of  indepen'd- 
i:ut  funds,  did  not  much  vary  from  $12,000. 
Meanwhile  the  construction  of  a  new  build- 
ing, to  cost  nearly  <^0,000,  wasfeoing  on. 
The  appropriations  were  now  for  three  years 
longer  put  at  $15,000.  then  raised  to  $20,000; 
and,  during  the  war,  they  were  about  $25,- 
000  vearly.  Since  then  Its  rapid  increase  of 
books  and  extended  usefiflnesi,  with 
the  enhanced  prices  ol  labor  and  books 
has  caused  a  gradual  advance,  till  the  pres- 
ent figures  have  been  reached.  The  total 
expenses  for  nineteen  years  have  been  some- 
thing  over  1000,000,  and,  with  the  cost  of  the 
building,  the  exjienditurehas  been  not  much 
short  of  $1,000,000.  The  total  outlay  for 
books  and  binding  has  been  about  $220,000, 
while  the  Itcni  of  salaries  has  amounted  to 
about  $240,000.  Fuel  has  cost,  during  this 
period,  nearly  $18,000,  and  gas  about  the 
same.  Printing,  including  both  the  catn- 
lojfues  and  miscellaneous  work,  has  cost 
over  $60,000,  and  stationery  $12,000. 
iTSBnnurBSs  of  the  libiurt. 

In  view  of  such  outlay,  the  question  nat- 
urally arises,  "  Does  it  piyy" 

When,  nineteen  years  ago,  the  late  Edward 
Everett,  CleOrge  Ticknor,  and  others,  were 
associated  as  a  committee,  by  order  of  the 
City  Council,  to  lay  out  the  plan  of 
an  in8tUut4on  such  as,  in  many  ea- 
Hcntial  features,  had  not  before  existed 
on  any  largr  scale,  the  scheme  as  then 
marked  ouT.-amd  of  which  the  present  system 
Is  but  tfte  evolution,  was  considered  the 
naturaV-OTitgrowth  of  the  Boston  system  of 
free  public  schools,  and  the  fit  crowning 
clory  of  that  system.  -The  school  system  of 
Boston  ii  very  costly ;    hut  it  has   not  been 

^r/V.«^rl/iir  ^''^  P''"P'"*«*y  of  ^^e  outlay. 
The  next  step  lu  lU  i«.iuiry  u,  "Doe*  the 
free  public  library  carry  out  to  a  legitimate 
conclusion  the  Idea  of  a  free  public  school 
system  ?  If  this  Is  answered  by  a  theoretical 
yes,  it  inay  be  urged  that  the  law  can  compel 
people  io  avail  themselves  of  educational 
Hvstems,  but  it  cannot  force  them  to  use 
lihranes.  It  then  remain?  to  be  shown  to 
what  extent  the  people  really  do  use  it.  and 
what  are  the  inducements  offered  to  attract 
where  you  cannot  compel. 

TV.     ,.u  OTHBR   PITILIC   WBRARIBS. 

ITie  library  hn-  -   n  nver  180,000  volnmes, 

-"^lon  "^'L  "^    ^y    tb«    nationai 

-'•motion  at    VVa.nin-ton,   and   for  general 

poses  H  Is  probfthlv  a  more  n'^pfnl  c.illee. 

■  however 


-eing,  m   rtome  ueparttnents,  stronger  than 
the  other.  ■  The  Peter  Force   colleetiou  has 
made    the    library    of   Congress    richer    lu 
American  history,  though   lu  New  England 
history  it  may  be  inferior,  while  in  the  docu- 
mentury  history  of  the  Federal  Government 
the  Boston  library  is  the  strongest.    In  the 
Spanish  and  Italian    literatures    Boston  Is 
anead  of  all  American  libraries,   and  it  U 
richer  than  that  of  Congress  probably  in 
special  sciences,  like  medicine  and  theology, 
but      not      m      law.        In      the      lighter 
works    of    the    imae-ination,    the   popular 
part    of    the  flusers    at     Boston    compel  a 
strength  in  fiction  and  poetry  that  is  not  to 
be  expected  in  Washington.      Of  the  few  li- 
braries of  over  100,(XW  volumes  In  the  coun- 
try, smaller  than    this    Boston  one  in  size, 
that  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Association 
lu  New  York  is  the  only  one  likely  to  make 
an  equal  progress ;  but  from  the  character  of 
its  use,  and  the  paucity  of  its  cat  aloirue  work, 
it  Is  not  likely  lo  supply  for  the  commercial 
metropolis     the     great    library   which    all 
classes  of  its  citizens    can    always    depend 
upon.        The     Astor     Library     fails       to 
do     this    completely.        Its     Income      of 
$15,000     a      year    does      not     allow      it, 
after     paying       the      current       expenses, 
and  sul.Bcriptions  for  its  Journals,  to  add 
scarcely  a  new  volume  In  tlie  year,  and,  as   I 
have  btated  in  a  previous  communication,  no-  • 
body  but  an  Astor  can  be  expected  ever  to 
ae^sist  it.     its  collection  is  a  good  one,  and 
Dr.  Cogswell  worked  assiduously  in  gather- 
ing it;  but  in  neither  science    nor  literature 
will  there  be  much  reading,  where  the  fresh- 
est book  is  ten  years  old.    The  library  which 
Mr.  Lenox  is  to  endow   is  so    peculiarly   an 
antiquarian    and   scholastic  collection  that 
New  York  is  still  without  a  great  metropoli- 
tan library. 

At  Philadelphia  there  seems  to  be  a  com- 
bination against  success.  The  Philadelphia 
Library  is  a  quiet,  staid  affair,  which  jogs  on 
respectably,  and  to  the  comfoit  of  many  good 
people.  The  late  Dr.  Rush  liked  this  look 
to  the  matter,  and  left  some  $1,800,000  by 
will  to  build  a  building  to  hold  the  old 
library  and  help  It  grow.  His  will  was  in 
many  respects  very  foolish.  An  inatitutlon 
whose  work  depends  on  good  eyes,  and 
where  light  is  a  prime  necessity,  he  ordered 
built  of  a  gloomy  Doric  arcuilecture.  After 
so  much  is  tu  be  spent  in  a  build- 
ing, that  a  very  inadequaJijB  >  imin 
will  be  left  as  a  fund  to  mainiakiiiv^bc^y. 
the  facade  of  the  building  is,  ,tp-*Ufi^fiP(^<>>n- 
bered  with  monolith  granite  (iolnmnt,  six- 
teen In  number,  I  think,  mid  eo^tiut^  $100,- 
000.  which  is  an  annual  $7,000  worth  of  llifht 
and  books  barred  out  for  all  time.  Further 
than  this,  the  Library  Company  don't  want 
the  building  on  the  lot  selected  by  tne  Doc- 
tor, and  the  matter  has  been  carrieid  into  the 
courts,  to  the  lawyers'  grati&catiou.  It  is 
not  thought  Philadelphia  will  have  a  great 
library  for  some  years  to  come. 

Now  for  Baltimore.  Mr.  Peabody  founded 
the  Peabody  Institute,  and  made  a  mistake 
in  doing  it,  inasmuch  as  an  income  of  $f  0,00^) 
a  year,  which  is  to  be  divided  among  four 
institutions  of  that  name,  is  hardly  enough 
to  make  either  of  them  great.  The  library, 
as  one  part  of  the  scheme,  is  still  not  large, 
and  will  finally  be  enclosed  in  a  new  wing  to 
the  present  edlflce;  but  there  are  two  obsta- 
cles to  Its  success";  there  Is  not  the  element 
in  the  population  to  cherish  it,  and  this  Its 
managcuieut  feels;  and,  moreover,  it  has  got 
a  benefftetor's  name  saddled  upon  it.  Peo- 
ple will  grow  to  take  an  Intere!<t  !r  i  library 
they  can  give  to.  Tliey  w ''n't  give  to  en- 
hance the  glory  of  another  person's  name. 

To  return  to  Boston.     Of  the  six  libraries 
in  the  country   containing  over  a  hunircd 
thousand  volumes,  three  are   in    Boston   or 
neighboring  to   it.    The  Public   Library  is 
one.    The  second  Is  that  of    Harvard  Col- 
lege— a   very    valuable   collection,    but    its 
growth  has    been  hap, hazard,   rather   than 
systemntlc,  relying  m.iinly    In  the    past  on 
donations,  and  never  before  this  year  hav- 
ing a  few  thousand  dollars    which  it  could 
depend  upon  for  Its  growth.     It  has  had  the 
first  bibllographet  of  the  countrj'  at  the  head 
of  ItH  cataiogue^ia  Mr.  Ezra  Abbott,  and  he 
hue  made  un  adBilrulile  index  to  its  stores. 
The     Boston^AthcnsBum     Is     the    largest 
and    most      ^gorous     of      the      proprie- 
tary   libraries    of    the    country,  doing  Its 
work     for    a    select    circle  of     users  well, 
and  growing  rapidly  enough    for    a  library 
which  is  not  excected   to    have    everything. 
Its  eatiilogue  has  been  carefully  elaborated,  i 
and,  after  much  delay,  it  is  said  that  they  are 
going  Into  print  with  it  during    the    coming  [ 
yeui.     The  present  librarian.  Mr.    Charles  A. 
Cutter,  Is  a  graduate  of  the  Harvard   College  I 
Library,  and  its  catalogue  has  been  largely 
fashioned  under  the  band  of  the  late  Charles 
R.  Lowell,  a    brother  of    Professor    Lowell. 
The  previous  librarian,  Mr.  Wni.  F.  Poole,  la  I 
now    building    up     at    Cincinnati  a    publlcl 
library,  which  seems  destined  to  be  not  only 
the  leading  libiary  of  the  West,  but  to    take] 
its  place  among  the    chief  collections  of  tli< 
country. 

The  Boston  Public  Library  holds,  of 
course,  but  a  very  subordinate  place  beside 
the  ureat  and  ancient  libraries  of  Europe, 
with  their  million  or  two  of  volumes,  but 
among  the  second  rate  libraries,  It  maintains 
even  prominent  rank  for  the  value  of  its  col- 
lection. The  library  of  the  British  Museum, 
both  In  magnitude  (which  may  be  exceeded, 
however,  in  numbers  on  the  Continent),  and 
In  all  the  ai>pointtnent8  of  good  workinif 
library,  must  he  reckoned  the  exemplar  of 
the  world;  and  It  must  be  some  satisfaction 
tA  this  Public  Library  of  Boston  to  know 
,  in  their  much  smaller  sphere,  th«y  have 
I  rudueed  a  catalngue^|whicn  the  late  Mr. 
Watt's,  of  that  library,  used  to  put  his  hand 
upon,  as  the  volume  lay  upon  his  table, 
and  ])ronouDce  the  model  printed  cata- 
logue. 

LXGISLATkTB  ATD. 

Almost  rolneident  wHh  the  passage  of  a 
free  library  act  by  the  Legislature  ol  .Massa- 
ehusetts,  the  British  Parliament  passed  simi- 
lar enabling  bills,  which  the  boroughs  of 
England  could  or  would  not  take  advantage 
ol.     During  the  twenty  years  since  elapsed, 


about   sixty   towns  in   Massachusetts   have 
adopted    the  scheme,    and  juat    about  the 
same  number  io  England   have  accepted  the 
PHilittineulary  act.     In  Massachusetts  thn-e 
towns  outeide  ot  Boston  have  now  public 
libraries    of    between     twenty    and     thirty 
thousand  voluii^cs,  namely,  8prins?flcld  (with 
a  new  and  sightly  building).  New  Bedford 
(whose  library  alone  antedates    Boston's), 
and    Worcester,    also    with    a    new   build- 
ing.   While     in     England    non«(*   of     the 
lihraries    under     these     acts     gflual     the 
size    of    the    Boston     Library,     those    of 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  BlrmitEham  are 
fast  approachini;  a  hundred  th^kand.     In 
llgures  of   use  these  English  librPffes  proba- 
bly exceed  those  of  the  Boston  library,  and 
this  is  owing  to  the  system  of  diTldiug   the 
popular  part  of    the  library    into   branches, 
distributed    in    clitferent  parts  of    the    city, 
thus  bringing  the  books  nearer  the  homes, 
and  alluring  a  greater  number  of  use  r.    The 
management  ol  the  Boston   Library,  pro*jipt 
to    recognize   its   advantages,  have  already 
begun  tbo  branch  system  here,  and  the  first 
trial  at  East  Boston  seems  to  augur  well  for 
the  extension  of  the  plan.    The    New  York 
Mcnautiic  LUirary  had  already  devised  a sys 
tern  of  l)ranch  deliveries,  but  the  Boston  sya 
tem  contemplates  also    the    delivery    of   its 
Central  Library  books  through  Its  branches. 

OmiOULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

Now  let  us  see  bow  many  people  are  en- 
titled to  Its  privileges,  and  to  what  extent 
the  right  to  use  Its  books  is  availed  of.  The 
laf  t  report  gives  us  the  statistics  of  eigh- 
teen years,  and  in  that  period  not  much 
short  of  three  million  volumes  have  been 
used.  In  its  first  year's  experleuce,  when 
its  collection  numbered  some  ltt,000  volumes, 
the  issues  were  about  8(),000.  Last  year  its 
issues  were  nearly  825,000  volumes,  and  with 
the  increase  of  its  popular  branches  the  cir- 
culation will  probably  be  extended  beyond 
any  percentage  of  Increase  known  In  the 
past.  This  larger  use  has  followed  natural- 
ly both  upon  the  growth  of  the  collection 
and   upon^   the     liuyea|^^j,^%^^^  -n,',^-; 

Me  aCfccted  by  the  more  and  more  liberal 
regulations  which  have  been  adoptea,  as  ex- 
perience warranted.  It  was  thought  in  the 
original  plan  that  It  would  be  necessary  to 
require  pecuninry  guarante8,wlth  exceptions 

^^I'liiinTind  the  like.    The   English  "Par- 
liamentary acts  of  the  same  date  were  insti- 
gating the  formation  of    similar    libraries  In 
Great  Britain,  In  which  such   sureties    were 
rigidly    required— and   they  are  to  this  day ; 
but      they      were      never      adopted      m 
boston.       For       some       years    the    for- 
mality  of   an   Itotroduction    was   required 
before  any  one,  aoi  a  resident  of  the  city, 
could  use  the  books  In  the  building;  but  of 
late  years  the  doors' «re  thrown  widely  open 
to  oil  for  such  use  of  the  books,  and  an  in- 
vitation to  enter  is  coiwlcuously  placed  on 
the  outside.      Uodgjyjift  U'Tius  ot  the  ordl- 
oance  the  elrcul^^Wthe  books  Is  oon- 
Hncd  to  "citlzuuMJini  tesldents,"  and  to  all 
such  makin^^STproper  appllcatlori,  unless 
there  is  soirtdWy^ji.od  rea«on  for  relusing-- 
whlch    very-flft^    is    the  case-a  card  Is 
irlven   upon  wtilt*  »>o<>k8  are  drawn  to  be 
Sl'ed  '  af  h%r       After     this     Is    done 
practically      Ihe  card        only        Is 

recognized,        ^whoever         Pre^e^f"  „  „"' 
but  the  proper  hdldcr  Is  the  responsible  par- 
ty, and  fs  so  neld.    The  rules  allov  anybody 
over  10  years  old  to  apply  for    a    card.    In 
most  caies  the  directory  or  »?!>«»'••"«««*/, 
ford  the  only  verification  of  the  applicant  s 
right  which  Is  made.    Other  eases  are  refer- 
red to  the    police    »o    ascertain    that    fait. 
Manv  cards,  taken  out  In  the  names  of  ineir 
parents  or  m^nbers  of  the  family,   are  used 
ly  minors  below  that  age,  so  that,  pract'cal- 
iv  there  l.-^  In  most  cases  no  limit  asio  years. 
l?or  the  four  years  before  the  library  was  re- 
moved fromftason  street.  17^  names  were> 
"igned  to  the  roU  of  users,    burlng  the^  flrsfc 
eiiht    years     In     the     present    ,l>ii'liiMK 
uiHler    a    new    regUtratlon,    nea^'^^,^'^ 
HiL'ned,    when    It    was     deemed    desirable 
ro'Jevl'se  Ihe   registralluu    ^^^-lelrlTIs  wS 
last  three  years    and    *  ^b»" /'^"^y,  2^'SSS 
names  havc'been  given.    This  to  a  of  95  000 

persons  Is  of  cour.se  to  ^^  .'^^'"'"j'^^f , Ko « 
considerable  number  standing  on  all  three 
rolls.    It  is  suj.po9ed  that  there  are  at  this 
time  some  12.000  or  15,000  Pc^ons  In  pretty 
constant  uae  of  the  library  to  draw  books  for 
home  ose,  besides  many  more  who  use  the 
nrlvileee    at    Intervals  of  considerable  but 
Swiini  length.    Beside  the '^5,000  volumes 
S    at    Tiome     during     the     year     by 
these    slirners.     there    are     about     40,000 
Tolmnes  used  t,  the  building,  the  larger  part 
of  which  probably  by  persons  not  possessing 
?ardB     Of  late  years  the  custom  has  become 
mJr?  systemattc    of  assisting  authors  and 
vro'wid  stadonts  by  extraordinary  faciU- 
lles.Tuch  as  allowing  an  ««>c"'°™o'l  °\"t^' 
of  volumes  to  be  taken  at  onetime,  for  home 
UPe  (any  number   -.s   permissible   forage  ^^ 
the  building);  and  granting  "special  priv- 
ilege" eftrds  to  non-residents,  the  language 
of  fhe  ordinance  now  readiu^,  l^ft  «f  J '^'ic 
be  allowed  (he   privilege  when  "the  public 
nterests  will  be  advanced. 

BT  WmCM  UWD. 

The  Inquiry  Will  naturally  be  made    m  Jo 
the  effect  of  such  an  Institution  upon  foclety, 
and  upon    its  various    classes,  and    In  wnal 
proportions  the  various  rank.    In    "'«  avail 
themselves  of  its  privileges.     The  report  for 
lHf.9  contuinf   a  table  showing    the    occupa- 
tions of  11,3m  applicants    for    cards    during 
lWr-8.  so  far  as  they  could  be  recorded  ;  but 
in  4  Wi  cases  no  ealline  was  recorded,  which 
covers  ihany  of  the  instances  of  minors,  ana 
the  P^ale   portions    of,,  many  household^. 


..  .i^s'^ftlcs  being  wlthoht  calling  to  5S.> 
MuH.s.  Where  callings  were  g»ven,  the  pro 
portion  stood  1,542  females    to    ^,482  malM. 


ISd      5.260      females.        As      would 
exI^ectedTthe    great    majority  of  -n»rs   - 
ffis  in  Abe  building  are  ^^}^^^J^'l^^^,' 
drawing  for  hdme  use  may  »>«P«f  ^W'  ,f 
.livUipri  between  the  sexes.    Not  Mixi"  oi 
the  users  oT  the   periodical    reading-room 

Te  v?omen?wJlch  B'»'^^F«l>°[.V,'Tti'o7ti? 
be  wondered  at    when  the  publicity  of  the 
nlale    is    remembered,  and    when  It  is  also 
Uown    that    the  evening    hours  show   the 
!^?P,!Ier  number  of    readers.    As  to  the  sta- 
tions in  Ufc  whVh  these  applicants  hold,  the 
5Xetb"ukh  curious,  does  not  altogether, 
nn  o!count  of  the  large  proportion  without 
designated        calling,        give      us        very 
definite    conclusions.     The   proportion   of 
female      signers,      being      46     per      cent, 
seems    to    be    largely  In    excess    of   their 
experience  at  Manchester,  In  England,  where 
It  Is  only  11  per  cent.      "  As  nearly   as  can 
be    ascertained,"    says    this  report,      what 
may  be  called  the  educated  classes  form  10 
per  cent  of  our  users,  including  women,  and 
not  including  any  of  the  37  per  cent  of  the 
whole  number,  male  and  female,  who  gave 
no    occupation.      This    educated    class    at 
Manchester  forms  4  per  cent;  with  them,  i 
also,  the  class  of  artisans,  mechanics,  work- 
ingmen,  and  laborers  form  88  per  cent,  and 
with  us  17  per  cent."      The  general  Impres- 
sion of  one  much  frequenting  the  library  Is, 
that,    excluding    minors,    who     form     the 
largest       part       of         the         users      of 
the  popular  department,  the  great  middle 
and  business  classes   of  the  community   fail 
to  use  It  in  proportion  to  their  numbers.  The 
well  to-do  parts  of  them  have  rights    at  the 
Athcn8eum,or  buy  their  own  books,  or,  read- 
ing little  beside  the  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines, except  the  last  new  sensation,  they 
find  the  circulating  libraries,  which  make  a 
liuslness  of  supplying  the  demand  and  sell- 
ing off  surplus  copies,  to  answer  their  pur- 
jjose  better.    The  classes  then  most  using 
this  library  are  those,  on  the  one  hand,  who 
read  enouirh  of  this  class  of  books  to  mak« 
It    an   object    to     save     the     two     cents 
hire     per      day;      and,      on      the      other 
hand,        all      who        read       In        special 
directions.    These  last  people  frequent  this 
library  in  preference  to    any  other    one    In 
town,  for  two  reasons— first,    because    the 
collection  Is  surer  of  having  what  they  want; 
and,  second,  because  if    not  already  in    the 
library,  they  have  only  to  ask  that  it  may  be 
bought  and    It    will  be.    A^oydingly,  tho 
clergy,  physicians,  and  teacjifrs  make  great 
use  of  It.    Those,  too,  who  are  attracted  by 
books  In  foreign  tongues,  received  with  fre- 
quency   and    regularity,    and     with  costly 
books    In    the     arts   and    sciences,      find 
here    what    they    cannot    get    access     to 
elsewhere.    The  lawyers  use  It  extensively 
for  illustrative  reading,  and  the  patent  law- 
yers a  great  deal  for   the   lacillties  it  affords 
them  in  the  examination  of  the  specllications 
of  the  principal   modern  n  .tlons :  but.  for 
general  law.  the  library  does  not  pretend  f  > 
compete  with  the  excellent  collection  In  the 
Court  House.    A  Professor  iu  Harvard  Unl 
versity,  appointed   to    deliver  a  course  of 
lectures  on  the  "History  of  Music."   found 
more  that  he  wanted  here  than  elsewhere.  The 
professors  and  students  of  the  Institute  of 
Technology  depend  upon  it  In  their  particular 
lines  of  Investigation.    The  Inquirers  of  the 
Boston  Hociety  of  Natural  History  turn  from 
their  own  library  to  the   shelves  of  this  col- 
lection for  the  further   prosecution  of    their 
studies,  whether  they  are  making  a  study  of 
spiders,  butterflies,  or    earthquakes.      The 
iSew  England  correspondent  of   Prof.  Balrd, 
in  his  studies  upon  the  ornithology  of  Amer- 
ica, In  its  comparison    with    that    of   other 
countries,  uses  the  library  in  investigations 
that     his     principal     cannot     pursue     In 
Washington.    It  Is  a  recent  practice  of   the 
library  to  register  the  names  and   studl««   of 
hpeclallsts,  and  when  new  book.-*  are  received 
in  which  It  Is  thought  they  would  have  an 
interest  notices  are  sent  of  their   reception, 
imd  this  is  done  In  addition  to  the  gratuitous 
di.^trihution  of    the    quarterly    bulletins    of 
new  books  to    all    investigators    who    may 
show  an    appreciation    of    its    advantages. 
Editions  of  2,000  of  these  bulletins  are  now 
printed,  and  nearly  one-half  are  thus  scat- 
t<;red    or  sent  to  libraries  and  Institutions 
on  Its  exchange  list,  here  and  in  Europe. 

The  rule  of  purchasing  books  that  arerec- 
(  mmende.d  has  always  been  liberally  render- 
ed, but  it  was  many  years  before  the  public 
could  bo  taught  to  avail    themselves    of    It. 
For  twelve    years    there   was  hardly  a  hun- 
dred rceouimendations  yearly.    During  the 
last  live  years  there  has  been  an   average  of 
over  a  thousand  titles  (not  volumes)   where 
the  library  did   not   possess  the   book,   and 
about  350   titles    were    recommended    each 
vear,  on  an  average,  where  the  book  was  al- 
ready   in     the     collection.      In      probably 
not    a    dozen    cases    were    there  an v  good 
reasons      for       not      ordering,      and      so 
the   orders  went    forward    week    by  week. 
The  tables  show  that  In  half  the  cases  the 
books  were  received  and  the  applicants  no_ 
tilled  during  the  same  library  year,  while  of 
the  other  half  a   t  onslderable  share  came  lu 
BU  )i*equently,though,of  cour8e,ln  the  ^ase  of 
books  long  out  of  print,  a  few   never  come, 
or  after  very  long  Intervals.    These  boohs, 
with    little    regard    to    cost,    are    ordered 
promptlv,   and,   with  the   trained  agents  of 
the  librarv  in   London,   Paris,   Lelpslc,  and 
Florence,  and  with  one  soon  to  be  establi^ih 
cd  in  Madrid,  It  Is  probable   that  no  private 
Vin  pr  can  find  scarce   books  with  equal  sue 
The  library,  of  course,   reserves  the 
ri   l.l  to  buy  books,  for  the  sake  of  saving  in 
discount  and  duties  some  12,000  a  year,  in 
the    country    of   publication.      In    another 
eoromunjcalion  I  hope    to    describe    more 
fully   the    mode  of  purchasing    books,  thf 
method  of    distributing    them   and  insurin- 
ih*  ir  return,  and   the  character  of  the  circu- 
lation as  apportioned  among  the    various 
divisions  ol  knowledge. 
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THE  tourist  who  penetrates  tlie  swainpv  ic^lon  Ivinj;  aloiif;  the 
gall"  to  the  westward  of  New  Orleans  as  tar  as   IJcr^  ick  Hay, 
[mdtheace  takes  a  new  departure  up  Bayou  Touhe,  will  find  himself 
|io»  country  appropriately  styled  the  Garden  of  Louisiana.     Ascend- 
infftho  stteam  as  it  winds  and  turns  some  forty  miles  to  New  Iberia 
i  bevill  traArse  a  belt  of  land  not  two  miles  in  average  width,  boundd 
l«i  either  s\le  by  solemn  forests  and  dreary  swamps  ;  and   he  wfll 
I wrrey,  with  Wonder  and  delight,  the  exuberance  of  Nature  aijjfcnd 
|bim.     rianta^ns  of  majestic  sugar-cane  fill  up  the  backgroiUld  of 
[the  picture  8ee\  through  the  vistas  of  the  mighty  oaks  and  th^6eauti- 
fiil magnolias  tllat  abound.     The  pleasant  mansions  of  theseiarislics 
ire  built  with  tfleir  rear  verandas  often  overlianging  the  w|ftcr,  tlieir 
Uniform  white  afrd|ding  a  striking  contrast  to  the  varied  Inj^s  of  green 
ill  about  them,    ponderous  brick  sugar-factories  are  dcen  in    the 
'aiddie  distance;  a^d  every  aspect  of  these  plantatiorfdwellings  is 
thtt  of  ease,  comfort;;^and  hospitality.    Nature,  in  truth^  these  fertile 
regions  sets  an   example  to   man   of  profusion.     Oi*igc-grove3  are 
frequent ;    and    tropi4l    fruits    of   almost    every  <^riety    abound ; 
yie  varied  tints  of  brV'iant   Bowers  meet   the   eyjf  on    every  side ; 
the  trees   are    clad   in  jilmost  perennial   preen,  /nd   many   of   the 
regetable  products  are  t>^ce  harvested  in  the  ye*.     A  little  farther 
'  up  the  country,  where  the  prairie-land  widens  oi^  on  either  hand,  we 
i  ihouUl  find  the  descendants  pf  those  who  left  Ajfe'^'a  «"'l^»  ^''^  Gabriels 
ind  the  Benedicts  of  that  sortowful  episode.    jLey  are  a  simple,  good- 
iieartid  people,  unmistakably.  French  in  their  ways  as  well  as  their 
language.     The  war  laid  the  dreadful  handa^f  fire  and  ravage  upon 
them,  as  upon  tlie  dwellers  of  all  the  Tecje  country  ;  but  the  years 
of  peace  must    have  restored  nearly  all  t^at  was  destroyed  through- 
iout  these  interesting  regions.  / 

*  The  traveller  on  this  little  stream,  wliich  in  places  is  hardly  of 
sufficient  width  to  permit  the  passjtge  of  two  steamboats  abreast,  will 
look  with  ever-increasing  interest  u^^osl  the  eccentricity  as  well  as  the 
profusion  of  the  vegetable  growthWhat  thicken  about  him.  If  he 
can  succeed  in  withdrawing  his  at|bition  from  the  swarming  tribes 
of  animal  and  insect  life  which  tMs^teeming  elements  are  continu- 
ally bringin,'  forth,  he  will  not  fail  to  Viiote  the  parasitic  moss  which 
depends  in  graceful  festoons  fronv  the  fer^'cs,  often  forming  grotesque 
t  shapes  ami  figures.  The  trees  o«  oppo^te  sides  of  the  bayou  some- 
times interlock  their  branches  jlbnve  yo\|r  head,  and  stretch  a  green 
canopy  between  you  and  tiie  sk^.  Droopi"^g  branches  sweep  the  sides 
of  your  boat,  and  your  hantls  ,jnay  frequeikly  pluck  fruits  or  flowers 
[from  the  stem.  There  is  alw^s  shade  eno^h  to  shut  away  the  sun, 
and  the  heat  is  not  more  opgressive  than  thi^of  much  of  the  summer 
weather  that  we  experience  fii  the  latitude  of^'ew  York.  Hut,  to  the 
easy-going  planters,  whose  cool,  attractive!  mansions  border  this 
stream,  the  mid-day  heat  of  these  summer  day»  brings  rest,  repose,  or 
idling,  in  the  most  comfortable  nook  that  can  he  found. 

All  this  exuberance  ^f  vegetation  is  the  nadtial  and  ordinary  con- 
dition of  this  region  ()iuring  more  than  half  tliA months  of  the  year. 
Sometimes  it  assumeii  extraordinary  phases— njore  so,  no  doubt,  to 
strangers  than  to  th^  natives,  the  latter  not  regarding  them  with 
special  wonder.  1  ma  a  witness  to  one  of  these  unusual  exhibitions, 
of  which  I  desire  to.make  a  brief  mention  : 

May,  1863,  I  Jlad  taken  passage  on  one  of  th»  small  steamers 
of  the  quarterm^tcr's  department  at  Franklin  ;  ani  with  both  pad- 
die-wheels  worl^g,  and  the  current  with  us,  we  ^rc  descending 
the  stream  at  /Ihe  rat-  of  perhaps  twelve  mile.^  an  Im-ir.  Stand- 
ing at  the  boi*,  that  I  might  the  better  overlook  the  f.iir  panorama, 
I  saw  straight  ahead  what  seemed  at  first  sight  to  be  the  abrupt 
termination  ^f  the  bayou,  forming  a  <;,f-J,  s«r  of  water.  There  was 
no  turn  of /'the  stream  to  promote  this  delusion  ;  I  knew  that  its 
channel  oi^ht  to  be  directly  ahead  ;  but,  instead,  I  saw  wli|t  seemed 
at  first  au  impassable  bulwark  of  vegetation,  green  and  fliJiirishing, 
with  not'a  glimpse  of  water  in  it. 

"  Hh  that  blasted  graMS ! "  the  captain  prosaically  ejaculated. 
•'  Sam,  go  down  and  tell  the  engineer  to  p.t  up  steam  lively,  '^'ve 
got  a  job  on  hand  to  break  through  there."  \^ 

.i'hc  engine  quickly  responded,  the  smoke  pipes  puffed  vehement^, 
ntvl  the  boat  dashed  her  bows  into  the  midst  of  the  apparent  barrier. 
H  yielded,  parting  on  either  side  as  we  cleft  our  course  through,  leav- 
big  behind  us  a  passage  where  the  water  could  be  seen  just  the  width 


e  boat.     Elsewhere  the  mass  of  leaves  was  stationary  and  u»i>ro- 
and  1  had  the  novel  sensation  of  sailing  through  a  greeu^adow. 
In  maHj;.  places  the  growth  was  so  rank  that  the  locatio^,*^  the  batdiS 
could  hai^^tyhave  been  determined  to  a  certainty  w^irSut  running  the 
i»oat  ashore ^"""hiMh  for  a  full  mile,  as  we  made ^r  way  through  this 
/iiatural  barrier,  weiiQiind  it  continuous  and  j^yr^roken. 
f        I  use  the  word  barrtfe^jvithout  exaggwrtftion  ;  for,  as  we  proceeded, 
^  the  motion  of  the  boat  became,  si ow#f,  and  presently  ceased  entirely, 
although  the  engine  was  8teadiU.«A,work.     Upon  examination,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  paddlcjirfieels  haSjin  their  revolutions,  lorn  up 
great  masses  of  this  ve^$»(ffion,  with  roots  Shd.  fibres  a  yard  in  length, 
which  had  filled  the  jptfddle-boxcs,  and  actually  etegged  the  wheels  to 
such  an  extent  tUirt  motion  was  simply  impossible.      \Vit|i  much  labor 
the  accumul^ons  were  removed,  and  we  continued  o'fr  our   way, 
emerging  ^to  the   open  water  of  the  bayou  after  no  small'ii^lay  to 
our  prpgress  by  this  strange  trick  of  Nature's  handiwork. 


P^Pg 


James  Franklin  Fitts 
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THERE  are  few  institutions  of  wider  fame  in  the  country  than  that 
about  which  the  following  sketch  is  concerned.  The  pride  with 
which  it  is  regarded  is  by  no  means  local  and  sectional,  but  it  is  felt 
wherever  a  scrap  of  information  respecting  its  riches  and  frce-hand- 
edness  meets  the  eye. 

Its  records  demonstrate  two  significant  points:  first,  that  its  care 
and  regard  for  its  own  valuable  property  induce  a  similar  care  and 
respect  from  all  classes  of  users ;  second,  that  the  public  may  be  al- 
most completely  trusted  with  180,000  volumes,  unrestrained  by  any 
vouchers  whatsoever. 

Nothing  is  demanded  but  the  name,  the  residence,  and  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  person  who  applies  for  the  privileges  of  the  library,  and  he 
is  thenceforth  free  to  select  any  book  of  fiction,  history,  philosophy, 
theology,  general  literature,  politics,  medical  jurisprudence,  art,  sci- 
ence, political  economy,  and  bear  it  home  to  his  garret  or  parlor,  and 
there  devour  it  at  his  sovereign  pleasure.  lie  needs  no  responsible 
friend,  no  money  to  deposit,  no  fee  whatever  to  pay ;  after  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  his  representations  concerning  lumself  are  true,  then  the 
vast  collection  is  as  open  to  him  as  if  he  owned  it.  He  has  no  trouble 
but  to  find  his  book  upon  the  catalogue,  write  its  number,  together 
with  his  name,  upon  a  slip  of  paper,  and  the  volume  is  placed  in  bit 
hands  in  full  confidence. 

This  is  an  extraordinary  transaction  ! 

It  would  be  difficult  to  understand  how  the  relations  of  borrower 
and  lender  could  be  more  intimate  with  advantage  to  both. 

On  one  day,  in  the  current  year  (May  0th),  2,324  books,  repre- 
senting $.'>,000,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  subscribers,  without 
the  least  shadow  of  legal  security.  Last  year  the  total  issue  of  the 
library  was  322,445  volumes,  valued  at  |'<00,000,  all  delivered  into  the 
charge  of  applicants  who  had  given  no  other  recommendation  than 
residence  in  the  city  limits.  Certainly,  there  could  hardly  be  a  more 
complete  exhibition  of  trust.  There  could  be  no  possible  means  of 
security  against  theft  or  mutilation.  The  holder  of  the  book,  if  bo 
disposed,  might  baffle  all  attempts  to  recover  it  in  a  dozen  ways,  or 
might  return  the  volume  so  injured  that  its  further  issue  would  be 
preventcil,  and  yet  easily  escape  the  least  suspicion  of  culpability 
Yet,  with  this  almost  absolute  freedom  to  borrow  and  to  takeaway 
out  of  sight  and  influence  of  the  library,  what  is  the  result  ?  How 
many  volumes,  out  of  the  180,000  possessed,  are  lost  beyond  redemp- 
tion in  a  full  working  year?  How  many  per8on.^  out  of  the  300,000 
who  apply  for  favors,  prove  faithless  and  incapable  of  trust? 

In  the  year  1870,  the  number  was — twenty !  Twenty  books,  h»v. 
ing  the  value  of  perhaps  |50.  In  other  words,  out-  liook  in  9,000;  or 
one  issue  in  15,04)0 ;  or  $1  in  $10,0(M). 

These  losses  are  infinitesimal.  They  convey  no  sense  of  depriv*. 
tion  to  the  library,  and  in  actual  lact  are  none,  for  greater  ones  wer« 
calculated  upon,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  benefits  of  a  true  publicity 
would  far  ovtrmatch  any  ills  sustained  by  carelessness  or  theft. 

The  freest  of  the  great  English  libraries  require  that  each  and  all 
subscribers  shall  have  the  indorsement  of  some  responsible  men  of 
the  town.  Some  of  the  most  successful  popular  libraries  in  all  coun- 
tries—the Mercantile  of  New  York,  for  instance— are  open  upon  pay. 
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ke  a  ,  br^'vof '       '      '  ""  "'"  ^°  "'PP'^'  ^^^"'-<^''  ^^an  to  organ- 

h         K     7  u   •'"'*  P''»P«'-ti«n«  of  all  i.igrediont..     They  will  Ailfil 

then- objects  by  providing  novels  and  the  books  of  ti.e  dav  in  o  ick 

response  to  the  calls  therefor.  •       ^^^ 

Other  libraries  resemble  the  Astor  in   bnng  for  reference  only 

wm  „  '  u       ""'"'"•"^"'^  ^^•"^l^J^.  "IS  the  records  of  this  inHtitu.ion 

will  amply  show,  and  one  cannot  but  be  gratified  to  notino  fl  .  ^ 
number  of  students,  of  all  sorts  of  industrfe;:^  s  io  s  w  oS, 
draw  upon  its  treasures.  '  ^ 

The  library  under  consideration  combine,  the  advantages  of  b.,th 
kinds  without  the  many  faults.  tuvantafces  of  both 

^      For  example,  it  Is  not  the  policy  of  i(s  superintendent   in  sunnlv 

Lid  for  s;  "b^"  r'  'iT'^'^  ^"  "^-p  p-  ^•''"  the  poi  i  r  : 

mand  for  lighter  books.     A  liberal  number  of  every  volume  not  actu 

e'srv::' %'::'!  '""r''-''  -^^^^  pubncation^^d  pL::  :r:„ 

to  a  fabulous  amount,  by  merelv  nrovidinrr  »),«,«  :.  , 

e«lU     Ti,»  .1  1  •  '"^"^•y  proviaing  them  in  answer  to  the 

calls.    The  demand  is  practically  without  limit,  and  ho  could  sink  the 
comparative  use  of  scholarly  books  to  so  sma  1  an  ebb    1  at     hil^ 
thropists  would  think  of  shutting  up  the  library  as  a  popul      , L^ ^  ' 
The  number  of  novels  taken  from  any  library  is  no  criterion  of  the 
general  bent  of  the  public  taste.     It  may  be  made  to  appea   good  o 
bad,  just  in  proportion  as  books  are  provided 

Apjain,  it  is  the  perpetual  tendency  of  the  management  to  expose 
•t^  library  in  the  fullest  possible  manner;  to  bring  the  books  and  the 
pubhc  into  free  and  open  contact,  consistent  with  true  benefit 

One  after  another  the  various  restrictions  and  protections  have 
fallen  away,  and  the  utmost  Ingenuity  has  constantly  sought  to  make 
the  intercourse  perfectly  free  and  simple 

Perhaps  a  word  or  two  describing  the  building  would  not  be  amiss 
ns  help  to  a  proper  understanding  of  what  is  ren.arked  of  Its  eontZ' 
It  was  erected  in   1857,  Is  built  of  brick  and  freestone  and  C 
the  northeast,  a«d  looks  upon  the  Common.    It  is  upon  Bov  ^ton  S.re "t 
I   consists  of  two  libraries  in  reality:  one  maSe  up  of  books  o   a 
popular    ype  novels,  dramas,  poetry,  travels,  etc.;  and     he  oth  r  1 
books  better  loved  by  scholars-the  first,  in  fact,  being  the  col  ectiol 
for  the  general  reader,  and  the  latter  for  the  student 

Lower  H^'r'A  ■'  "'''"  ^''«  ''^'•^«'-fl««'-.  «n<J  !«  locally  termed  the 
Lower  Hall.  As  one  enters  through  a  tile.l  hallway,  he  emerges  upon 
the  delivery-room,  where  subscribers  apply  for  and  receive  "ieir 
books.     The  library  Is  In  the  rear.  In  anolher  apartment 

At  the  right  of  the  main  entrance  Is  the  reading-room,  with  Its 
doors  opening  f^m  the  delivery-room,  and  on  the  oppLite  side  la 
other  room,  used  to  contain  works  of  art 

Above  with  stairs  leading  to  it  from  b..th  sides  of  the  hallwav 
immediately  within  the  outer  do..r,  is  Bates  Hall.occupving  the  eml^ 
«econ.l  floor  and  upper  galleries  of  the  main  building  ' "     ^     "  '"^"^ 

stall"  1^"  '.T  '^-  '"'  ^"'^'"^  "'  *""  *°'^«''«'  «"«  o'^-Pied  by  a 
Btacase  and  hoisting-apparatus,  and  the  other  by  the  privlte  offices 
of  the  superintendent  and  his  assistant. 

Every  possible  convenience  which  enables  rapid  business  between 
borrowers  and  the  libraries  is  freely  supplied  D«wetn 

The  slips,  upon  which  it  is  necessary  to  write  one's  name  addres, 
=.Kl   the  number  of  the  required  book,  lie  openly  at  hand'C  "; 

Itns'oT'nr     ""  *"  *'"'^^'-     ^^'^^'^'g"-.  and  the  I'atest  b 
letms  of  additions,  are  scattered   everywhere    disnlavin^   in   i 
print,  the  titles  and  numbers  of  the  book's.     ThL  mtret  ac  ."iLT 
tions  are  heralded  upon  written  slips,  posted  in  plain  sight  until       is 
possib  e  to  print  them  and  place  them  In  their  ploper  pLes. 

In  the  Lower-Hall  delivery-room  there  is  a  device  for  the  expedition 
of  work,  in  the  shape  of  an  In.lieator.  It  consists  of  a  large  fr^e 
set  „  a  conspicuous  place,  and  which  displays  the  numbers  of  "'^ 
most  popular  books.  When  all  the  volumes  (In  many  eases  here  e 
overal  duplicates  of  any  work  are  exhausted,  its"  numbe  ^  the 
frame  disappears  from  the  sight  of  the  wouM-be  borrower  who 
thus  saved  the  useless  trouble  of  applying  for  it 

flJl-'Vrll''''  ''""^:"'"'^  """'t^-'J  apartment  that  a  visitor  Rets  his 
first  hiu    of  the  magnitu.le  of  the  operations  of  the  library      ^ 

At  a  1  hours  of  the  day  groups  of  people  throng  it  and  quietly  nur 

rL^      Tr    ^T  '"'  •''^^^'^•'-  th'voIumeswhW.'T^  I 
read,  and  apply  for  others;  while  at  another  desk  the  distinct  b"    ! 
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[  nionotonous  voice  of  the  attendant  calls  at  !nt.>rv„i     .u 
....r  whom  booksare  ready,  or  tho^:ir-;^^^^^ 

wor^r;:^t^'— ':---;- ---o^e^^^^^^ 

comes  one  of  the  sights  of  the  cit^  It  fills  to  p,  f,  ^  n'u'" 
throng  Its  floor,  and  are  wonderfully  sharp  to  the  1  ttle  t^l  !•'''" 
petition  tor  early  attention.     It  is  a^aising  I  ^'  ^^  «^  ^ 

an  old  stager  of  twelve  years,  with  a  cropped  l"      1       JT' 
wil  put  his  errand  through.     He  will  monopolize  a  w^:  ^it^. 
desk-room  with  extended  elbows,  pounce  in  a  simrle  tin.   •  .  ' ' 

oxact  catalogue  out  of  the  manvcL  »  «'ngle  flourish  upon  tl„ 

«p  «.i  .  many,  get  his  number  out  of  the  ninlti*, 

of  other  numbers,  pencil  It  and  his  name  with  precise      re  "' 

paper,  and  deliver  it  iin  ♦«  ♦!,«    i     i      „     ,  .  '"  J"^*^^'"*^  ^"'e  upon  ln^ 

....  .nd  «.d  u,„i,  hi.  b„„k  „,  d,„,pp„i,„„„.,.;  ,;;:;:::;;"• "  ■'"".  •» 

.  ,oh-reoe„.ll.vm.d.  .  report  l„.„ich  .l,«o  ^Z^~\  'Z, 

'r'tid  p.y  "         -P^vidcnce.  ...to,  „„„,  ,.,„,  J 

The  assembled  crowd  Is  often  motlev      Ri.»   ♦».„  ^ 
more  yarioua  and  dissimilar  its  inrdieL  t^b  ^.     T  ""'>  '^' 
wide-spread  Influence  of  the  libCv      Rie^-  T  ' '''""•''^ "' '^*' 

..l...da,ikeinthisnarrowdisX.a;lraC^^ 

The  library  has  a  flourishing  branch  at  K.,st  lio^ton'-   but  tlTe  Vol 

thre!  '  ^""V'T^'  '^"''"^  '^'''  '^''  ^'•"^  ^'^^  i»   May,  for  the  l^' 

On  the  6th  of  May  there  occurre.l  the  largest  delivery  of  ,he  .  n^ 
rent  year,  namely,  1,368  volumes.     Repeat  this,  or  nearh    hi,,     , 
hundred  times  a  year.  In  a  community  already  worked  u  on    v'n 
BChoohs  of  the  highest  order,  and  you  will  cease  to  wo  .       'h     TS 
general  intelligence  is  the  result.  ^ 

In  this  Lower  Hall  there  are  now  about  30,700  volume,  comnri. 
mg  t  e  very  best  books  of  the  classes  already  ;numeratH  ^i  uTch 
ar.  almost  as  open  to  the  readers  as  If  they  stood  upo  '     e  .reet 

T le  fil""  TT  'T  '"  '•"•"''  "'■  '"^^  P-P'«  ««  "-      sted 
The  figures,  which  relate  to  what  Is  termed  the  reading-'oon,  are 
also  surpnsing  and  pleasing  as  well.  ^  ' 

This    is   a   lofty,  oblong   apartment,  well    frescoed    nainfed    .nd 

t.x  1        J.     •  gas-nxtures,  the  wainscot  nt  and  th« 

tables-display  excellent  workmanship  ^' 

The  conduct  of  this  room  difl-ers  widely  in  the  most  essential  point 

re";::i:iont,m  tt  r:!:" '"  "'^■"'^""•'  ^'^ ''-'« "-  -'  -  * 

One  must  write  his  name  and  address  to-eth.r  witl.  »l     .  r 

aid  kee^l  tl  ,1'    rl '  "k     '"  '""^  "-''''  '"  •^">''^»'--  '"  «'-  -«">. 

s"  vaUve  of  th    n  '  "•     ""''"  ""'''"''  ''  ""  "^-"^"«  1'- 

servative  of  the  papors,  an  economizer  of  room,  and  is  far  more  sati. 

factory  t    the  reader,  as  he  is  enabled  to  read  the  text  of  l.r;  p^  .t 

IfTy'm  Ik:  r  T''"'  T^  ^«-"''J  ^^0M,e6  to  contenfhi». 
s.  If  by  merely  looking  at  the  pictures,  on  acconnt  of  the  presence 
of  others  who  wish  his  place.     Each   publication  is  represent       by 

The  total  number  of  periodicals,  which  includes  French  C.^rm.T^ 
Italian,  and  English,  Is  374.     This  is  very  larg.  ' 

269,^50  rul""'  '"*  ''"'  ^"  ''  ^''MIV  readers,  who  demoded 


^^^ 


1871.] 
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The  use  of  the  magazines,  for  the  first  week  in  May  of  tlie  past 
three  years,  is  as  follows:  1871,  5,800;  1870,  4,006;    1869,  3,008. 

This  apartment  is  in  the  full  flush  of  its  use  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
ovenii!}^.  At  that  hour  all  the  seats  are  occupied  by  a  silent,  mummy- 
like collection  of  people,  who  read  with  an  avidity  which  resembles 
tlie  satisfving  of  hunger.  There  is  usually  a  sprinkling  of  women. 
Now  iuiil  then  one  of  tlie  number  rises, and,  going  to  the  desk,  silently 
exchanges  his  periodical  for  another.  Every  person  is  exceptionally 
iu;at,  and  this  is  very  rare  when  such  apartments  open  on  the  street. 
Nearly  all  come  out  of  their  lodgings  and  homes  free  of  the  dust  of 
the  (lay's  labor,  and  come  hither  with  the  idea  of  having  a  "  read." 
What  could  l)e  more  valuable  to  such  than  the  present  free  and 
refined  apirtmi-nt  ?  One  visitor  brings  another;  the  taste  spreads, 
lor  example,  the  daily  average  number  of  readers,  for  the  last  three 
years,  is  as  follows  :  1870,  510  ;  1869,  306  ;  1868,  256.  The  number 
has  aliiiust  doubled  in  that  short  period. 

The  upper  hall.  Hates  Hall  it  is  called,  presents  more  attractions 
to  one  who  wishes  to  make  a  true  estimate  of  the  library.  As  has 
Ijeen  remarked,  this  is  the  apartment  for  students.  As  for  its  appear- 
ance, it  may  be  sketched  thus: 

It  is  fifty-two  feet  high,  clear.  It  contains  three  stories  of  alcoves 
on  the  sidis. 

Twenty-two  massive  pillars,  with  bases  of  marble,  enclose  the 
space  used  by  the  public,  and  in  the  rear  of  them  are  the  shelves. 

Between  the  bases  of  the  pillars  are  heavy  desks,  turned  outward, 
and  supplied  with  conveniences  for  writing.  Large  oval  tables,  six 
feet  long,  are  distributed  in  the  apartment,  and  the  chairs  are  cush- 
ioned. 

The  colors  of  the  wall  are  neutral,  and  the  tints  are  subdued.  The 
ceiling  is  richly  ornamented,  and,  to  an  American,  its  elevation  is 
startling.  The  floor  is  tiled,  and  every  step  and  tone  resounds  as  if 
the  place  were  a  cavern.  The  effect  is  impressive.  The  stairway 
emerges  into  the  centre  of  the  hall,  and  the  space  over  one's  head  is 
clear  and  unbroken  by  galleries. 

Twenty  or  thirty  people  are  usually  to  be  found  here,  some  writ- 
ing, most  of  tliem  reading  hard,  and  a  few  gazing  about  them.  All 
are  quiet.  Few  sounds  break  the  silence,  except,  now  and  then,  the 
tap  of  the  cancelling-stamp  at  the  desk,  a  footfall  in  the  corridors,  or 
the  faint  rustle  of  book-leaves. 

The  iioi^e  of  the  street  sinks  to  a  muffled  hum,  and  one  catches, 
thro\igh  till'  windows,  a  sight  of  the  verdure  of  the  beautiful  Common. 

There  is  no  more  civilizing  place  in  the  country. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  of  this  year,  this  hall  contained  136,786  vol- 
umes ami  Si), 746  pamphlets  ;  the  Lower  Hall,  30,571  volumes,  with 
6,1)54  iliipiic  ites  ;  and  the  branch  at  East  Bostim,  5,936  volumes — 
making  the  total  number  of  books,  at  that  date,  179,250.  In  this 
hall,  as  in  tiio  one  below,  the  mode  of  obtaining  books  is  by  slips, 
upon  whieli  are  written  the  name  and  residence  of  the  applicant. 

A  glance  at  the  present  use  of  this  portion  of  the  library,  com- 
pired  with  its  use  in  past  years,  is  instructive:  1870  (nine  months), 
47,597  issues;  1869,  42,905  issues;  1868,  33,874  issues;  1864, 
18,525  issues. 

It  must  I.,,  remembered  that  these  are  books  taken  for  the  pure 
object  of  study,  to  enhance  knowledge  on  almost  every  conceivable 
subject.  .Vmusemcnt  or  pastime  does  not  enter  but  in  part  into  the 
use  of  this  vast  collection. 

It  is  constantly  fnshened,  and  follows  closely  upon  new  advances 
in  the  art  antl  learning  of  the  world.  These  arc  the  accessions  of  the 
past  three  years,  inclusive  of  some  large  donations:  1870,  6,589 
Ix.oks;   186!»,  6,587;    1868,6,605. 

Tlus  statement  exhibits  the  spirit  of  the  management  in  its  efforts 
to  make  the  library  of  the  highest  value.  Last  year,  1,665  books,  con- 
sisting of  nouly  4,500  volumes,  were  recommended  by  persons  who 
rroq<iente<i  tli.>  place,  and  all  but  a  dozen  were  at  once  ordered  from 
the  agents  of  the  institution. 

The  poorest  .'«tudent  in  the  city  may  have  costly  works  purchased 
by  simply  asking  for  them.  This  is  something  unsurpassed.  Noth- 
ing but  hinisiir  provents  every  man  in  Boston  from  becoming  a  Mvanf. 

In  thi'olnirv  and  ecclesiastical  history  the  library  ranks  very  high ; 
it  has  14,'2t>0  vohnnes  relating  to  these  and  kindred  subjects. 

In  works  relating  to  the  Oerman  and  French  nations  it  is  exceed- 
ingly strong,  and  it  possesses  the  choicest  Spanish  librarv  diit  f>f  Spain. 

It  has  the  custody  of  the  celfbratefl  Prince  Lil>r.\rv,  which  is  one 
of  the  rarest  I'ollections  of  old  .American  books  that  exists. 


English  history,  geography,  biography,  travel,  and  polite  literature, 
are  illustrated  by  14,034  volumes, 

Italian,  by  5,559. 

American,  by  14,276. 

The  British  "  Patent  Repori-,"  wliidi  uc  gold-mines  to  inventors, 
by  2,600  volumes. 

The  library  possesses  tlio  l)i>t  set  of  t'oiigres.-ional  documents  in 
the  world.  * 

It  has  also  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  old  and  modern  en- 
gravings ever  gathered  in  this  country. 

Aside  from  these  specialties,  one  must  not  forget  the  vast  store  of 
the  highest-class  works  on  philology,  jurisprudence,  Iite:ury  history, 
and  social  science;  nor  the  mass  of  pamphlets,  those  straws  so  in- 
dicative of  public  sentiment,  or  so  replete  with  the  invalualde  tables 
of  statistics.  In  conspicuous  places,  in  both  Lower  and  Bates  Halls, 
there  are  arranged  upon  shelves,  which  are  open  without  the  formal- 
ity of  asking  permission,  a  large  number  of  cyclopa'dias,  dictionaries 
of  all  kinds,  gazetteers,  and  books  of  reference,  which  of  themselves 
constitute  a  library,  a  tithe  of  whose  learning  would  make  a  man  fa- 
mous, if  he  possessed  it. 

In  this  case  a  layman  in  the  art  of  bibliography  would  be  natu- 
rally astonished  at  the  overwhelming  array  of  books  which  is  visible 
from  where  he  stands  ;  but  his  intelligence  would  lead  him  to  draw, 
from  the  habits,  appearance,  and  conduct  of  the  readers,  his  true 
judgment  of  the  value  of  it  all. 

He  could  make  no  mistake.  The  object  of  those  who  enter  this 
place  is,  undeniably,  study  and  research. 

Men  and  women  of  nearly  all  grades,  both  of  position  and  mental 
calibre,  draw  something  valuable  from  the  library,  and  are  glad  to 
get  it. 

People  in  all  positions,  pursuing  a  thousand  employments,  trying 
for  countless  prizes,  come  for  assistance  and  are  assisted. 

Mechanics  fit  themselves  for  the  higher  grades  of  their  arduous 
labors;  scholars  burnish  up  mouldy  patches  of  half-forgotten  learn- 
ing ;  ardent  men  of  all  ages,  who  have  suddenly  awakened  to  their 
own  impoverished  minds,  fly  eagerly  hither  for  light.  Botanists, 
linguists,  geologists,  scientists,  romancists,  know  the  place  mil,  und 
haunt  it. 

The  hours  of  the  whole  institution  are  very  liberal.  Bates  Hall 
averages  nine  and  a  half  hours  each  day  ;  the  Lower  Hall  eleven,  and 
the  reading-room  thirteen.  The  examination  is  yearly  conducted  with- 
out once  closing  the  library  or  calling  in  its  books.  This  is  unprece- 
dented, as  all  other  libraries  require  time,  which  encroaches  upon  the 
public  convenience. 

Last  year  the  public  was  enabled  to  use  the  library  307  days  out 
of  the  365. 

This  one  item  is  a  good  exemplar  of  the  whole  plan  of  the  mstitu- 
tion.  It  wishes  to  do  "  the  greatest  good  to  the  gieatest  number  of 
people."  Every  thing  is  subordinated  to  this  idea.  Contrivance, 
generosity,  economy,  are  all  enlisted ;  and  such  has  been  the  great 
and  swelling  increase  of  all  portions  of  the  c«dlection,  the  numbers  of 
subscribers,  and  new  opportunities,  that  the  present  building  must  be 
enlarged  to  more  than  double  its  present  capacity,  in  order  to  meet 
the  reasonable  wants  of  the  future  library. 

As  the  library  stands  now,  administering  all  the  delights  of  learn- 
ing, and  all  the  pleasures  of  entertainment  with  its  unmatched  free- 
dom, it  is  a  marvel  of  rapid  growth  and  good  administration.  It  was 
opened  in  1854  with  22,000  volumes,  and,  in  sixteen  years,  it  has 
increased  to  eight  times  the  amount. 

When  this  is  comprehended,  and  when,  also,  it  is  stated  that  one 
person  in  every  eight  in  the  city  proper  is  a  card-holder  of  the  library, 
it  becomes  apparent  that  its  value  is  unparalleled.  Its  rate  of  expan- 
sion is  a  healthy  one  as  well  as  rapid.  What  is  added  is  valuable, 
and  it  is  made  to  develop  all  manner  of  statistics  of  great  use  to  stu- 
dents of  library  economy.  Its  influence  as  an  educator  is  imme.nsu- 
rable.  One  can  only  detect  it  by  the  developments  displayed  in  the 
general  conduct  and  spirit  of  the  city  at  large. 

The  smallest  restraints  upon  a  public  will  prevent  the  proper  use 
of  any  great  benefaction,  no  matter  how  noble  and  elevating  it  is. 
Therefore  the  management  of  this  institution  labor  in€es>s8ntly  to 
open  their  doors  wider  and  wider  in  order  to  swell  their  already  over- 
flowing constituency,  and,  besides  that,  to  i  rowd  their  already  teem- 
ing shelves  wit!;  that  whieh  \n  wanted,  no  malt«  r  h  >«  costly  or  <  xttn- 
sive. 


FuKK  rri!i,i€  J.niUAKiES. — The  iuiporluncf  of  establishing  cv(  ry  wluro,  in 
towns  of  sufficient  size,  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Reading-Rooms  is  only  just  be- 
ginning to  receive  from  philanthropists  the  attention  it  deserves.    That  such 
libraries  and  reading-rooms  have  a  certain  and  successful  future,  so  soon  as  their 
importance  and  usefulness  are  realized  by  the  public,  may  be  taken  for  granted. 
The  late  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  in  his  Report  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Boston,  July,  1832,  speaking  of  the  Common-School  System,  says,  "It  imparls, 
with  a  noble  equality  of  privilege,  a  knowledge  of  the  elements  to  all  its  children  ; 
but  it  affords  them  no  aid  in  going  beyond  the  elements.    It  awakens  a  taste  for 
reading;  but  it  furnishes  to  the  public  nothing  to  be  read.    It  conducts  our  young 
men  and  women  to  that  point  where  they  are  qualified  to  acquire  from  books  the 
various  knowledge  in  the  arts  and  sciences  which  the  books  contain;  but  it  does 
nothing  to  put  tliose  books  within  their  reach."    "  Why  ",  he  inquires,  "should  not 
this  prosperous  and  liberal  city  extend  some  reasonable  amount  of  aid  to  the 
foundation  and  support  of  a  noble  public  library,  to  which  the  young  people  of 
both  sexes,  when  they  leave  the  schools,  can  resort  for  those  works  which  pertain 
to  general  culture,  or  which  are  needful  for  research  into  any  branch  o(  useful 
knowle(^V    ....    All  the  reasons  which  exist  for  furnishing  the  Aeans  of 
e.lemcnta^^ucation,  at  the  public  expense,  apply  in  an  equal  degree  tfl^  reason- 
able provi^lPfo  aid  and  encourage  the  acquisition  of  the  knowledge  required  to 
complete  a  preparation  for  active  life,  or  to  perform  its  duties."    Aat^rther  on, 
he-says,  "Por.2ithas  been  rightly  judged  that,  under  political,  socialja|l  religious 
institutions  lilfl||nrs,  it  in  of  paramount  importance  tliat  the  means ^>-'ifeneral  in- 
formation slijppbo  so  ilitl'used  that  tlie  largest  possible  number  of  jjersons  should 
be  induced  to  read  and  understand  questions  going  down  to  the  very  fonj^tiona 
of  social  order,  which  are  constantly  presenting  themselves,  and  whiclMfcas  a 
people,  are  constantly  required  to  decide,  and  do  decide,  either  ignolRty  or 
wis.ly." 

Since' the  peiniinc  of  these  lines  by  one  of  the  noblest  ornaments  ot  Jitucj^an 
seliolarship  and  literature,  and  largely  in  consequence  of  them,  the  sAn  j|ree 
Public  Library  has  grown  to  be  of  worldwide  fame,  the  pride  and  PneMent 
glory  of  the  city  where  it  is  located,  as  well  as  the  model  and  encouraglmenf  for 
hundreds  of  similar  libraries  in  Europe  and  in  our  own  land.    From  its  Nino- 
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teenth  Annual  Report,  just  published,  we  learn  that  it  has  180,000  volumes,  only 
exceeded  in  size,  in  this  country,  by  the  Library  of  Congress.  Its  increase  last 
year  was  over  18,000  books,  and  nearly  15,000  pamphlets.  The  number  of  per- 
sons registered  as  using  the  library — all  without  charge, —  32,370;  the  number  of 
librarians  and  assistants,  54 ;  the  amount  of  money  expended  the  last  year,  over 
$70,000. 

These  magnificent  results  are  alluded  to  here  only  in  pas.sing.  They  confirm  the 
opinion  that  Free  Public  Libraries  are  needed  every  where,  and,  if  properly  man- 
aged, will  be  useful  and  appreciated. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  here  on  the  many  failures  in  establishing  i^clKx^l 
libraries  and  township  libraries  in  various  states  and  at  difTerjnt  limes.  The 
reasons  for  those  failures  are  now  pretty  well  understood.  In  nearly  every  case 
provision  was  made,  and  in  the  most  scanty  manner,  for  books  alr)nc.  No  ade- 
quate provision  was  attempted  for  a  library-room,  ft)r  librarians,  for  gas  and  fuel, 
and  other  expenses.     The  designs  were  conceived  on  too  narrow  a  plan. 

The  experience  of  twenty  years,  and  the  success  of  very  many  now  flourishing 
free  public  libraries  in  Massachusetts  and  other  Eastern  States,  established  on  a 
broader  basis  and  with  more  liberal  views,  ought  to  encouragf3  the  attempt  now 
making  to  intnxluce  a  similar  system  of  institutions  in  Illinois  —  a  slate  which  is 
always  among  the  first  in  every  good  word  and  work. 

AVe  give  herewith  the  fiirni  of  a  bill  now  before  our  legislature,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Caldwell,  of  Peoria,  March  23d,  and  pa&scd  to  its  second  reading  April  10th,  and 
which  will  come  up  for  final  action  at  the  adjourned  session  in  November.  And 
we  desire,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  to  call  the  attention  of  all  friends  of  edu- 
cation and  liberal  culture  to  the  importance  of  this  or  some  similar  measure,    x. 

A  BILI,  Fon  AN  ACT   AUTnORIZING  CITIES   TO  ESTABLISH   AN!)  MAINTAIN   I  IJKK  I'UB- 

LIC  LinnAUIES  AND  KEADINO-ROOMS. 

Section  1.  lie  it  enacUd  by  t/ie  Pmjile  of  the  State  of  lUinnU,  rfiprenented  in  the 
Oeneral  Assembly,  Tlie  city  council  of  each  incorporated  city  shall  have  power  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  j)ublic  library  and  reading-room,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  city,  and  may  levy  a  Uix  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  on  all 
taxable  property  of  the  city  Ibr  such  purpose,  to  be  known  as  the  'Library  Fund*. 

Skc.  2.  Any  city  council  that  shall  have  decided  to  establish  and  maintain  a  pub- 
lic hbrnry  and  reading  room,  und«r  this  net,  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  board  of 
nine  directors  for  the  same,  chosen  from  the  citizens  at  large,  with  reference  to 
their  fitness  for  such  oflicc;  and  not  more  than  one  number  of  ihu  city  council 
shall  be  at  any  one  time  a  inenibi  r  of  sjiid  board. 

Sec.  3.  Said  directors  shall  hold  ofllee:  one-third  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two 
years,  and  one-third  for  three  years,  from  the  first  of  July  following  their  appoint- 
ment, and  at  their  first  regular  meeting  shall  cast  lots  for'the  respiclive  terms;  and 
annually  thereafter  the  city  council  shall,  before  the  first  of  July  of  each  year,  ap- 
point as  before  three  directors,  to  take  the  place  of  the  retiring  din  et^>rs,  who 
shall  hold  ofilro  for  three  years,  and  until  their  successors  art*  ap[>ointed. 

Sec.  4.  Vacancies  in  the  board  f)f  directors,  occasioned  by  rernovul,  resignation, 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  reported  to  the  city  council,  who  shall  fill  tin  ni  in  like  man- 
ner as  original  appointments;  and  no  director  shall  receive  compensation  as  such. 

Sec.  5.  Said  directors  shall,  inunediati'ly  after  tin  ir  appointnient,  meet  and  or- 
ganize by  the  election  of  one  of  their  number  president,  nnd  by  the  election  of  such 
other  ofiicers  as  they  may  deem  necessjiry.  They  shall  make  and  adopt  such  by- 
laws, rules  and  regulations,  for  their  own  guidance  and  for  the  government  of  the 
library  and  reading-room,  as  may  be  expedient,  not  inconsistent  with  this  act.  They 
shall  receive  from  the  city  treasurer  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the 
library  fund,  and  shall  have  the  exclusive  control  and  disposal  of  ilie  same,  in  or- 
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Joseph  Green  Cogswell,  a  W)Ciee  of  irhose  de'iCh 
ippears  3mong  oar  obitoartts  fctiay,  waa  bom  !d 
I  pswicti,  in  ttuij  State,  Septenber  J7, 1786.  He  was 
j.TadiiaCed  at  Harvard  College  in  W)9.  Alter  maJt- 
ns  a  voyage  Co  laiiia  as  supercargo ,  he  studied 
■iw,  opened  an  office  in  Bangt^r,  Maine,  Chen  a 

mull  Cruntier  town,  aud  married.    Bat  tbti  death 

IT  hlH  wife  aocn  after  his  marriat^  caoaed  a 
^aege  in  his  plans  of  life.  He  abandoned  a  pro- 
filHlDn  for  which  he  doubtJesa  haa  little  taste,  and 
accepted  tlie  port  of  tutor  la  Harrard  (Allege  m 
'^14.    Here  he  remained  only  a  year  or  two,  and 

tien  went  to  Enrope  as  tutor  and  tra Telling  com- 
panion to  the  late  Augustus  Thomiiike.  His  resi- 
dence in  Europe  continued  some  years,  and  these 
were  years  of  diligent  study  and  Tanous  observ*- 
nion.    He  obtained  a  degree  of  doctor  of  philoso 

hy  from  the  university  of  Grlttengen,  and  ac- 
quired what  was  then  a  rare  accomplishment,  a 
tamiliar  knowledge  of  the  language  of  Germany. 
He  was  the  guest  of  Sir  Walter  Scutt  at  AbboO- 
:  trd,  and  eontnbuted  to  Blackwood's  Magazine  a 
paper  on  American  literature  which  attracted 
oiuch  attention. 

Much  of  his  time  and  thought  was  given  to  acl- 
entitic  pursuits,  especially  to  botany  and  mineralo- 
gy ;  and  upon  bis  return  home  in  ti21  he  was  made 
professor  of  mineialogy  m  Harvard  College,  and 
ilso  librarian  of  the  college.  But  he  remained  at 
Cambridge  ouiy  two  years,  opening  in  1823,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Bancroft,  a  boarding  school  for 
ooys  on  Round  Hill  In  ^Northampton.  For  many 
years  this  school  enjoyeil  a  high  reputation,  and 
boys  were  sent  to  it  f^m  all  parts  of  the  country, 
no  one  of  whom  ever  left  the  -icbool  without  carry- 
ing away  with  him  a  ^itrong  ai&sctiun  and  esteem 
for  Mr.  CogsweU. 
After  ceasing  hia  connection  wttli  ttie  ftjood  Hill 

years.  Mr.  Cogswell  aaramed  &tB  charge  of  tte 
Ast(^r  Library  m  New  York,  and.  to  thsM  oatf  ul  and 
inqkorteBtwrn^  te  drrotetf  aaay  of  the  best 
years  of  his  life.  He  was  the  first  »iperintendent, 
and  it  was  a  fortunate  tb'ng  for  il-. .-  Infant  library 
that  its  early  days  were  tinder  the  charge  of  a  nun 
who,  like  Mr.  Cogswell,  combined  bibiiographlcal 
icnowle<ige  with  akdministrative  faculty.  In  the 
service  of  the  library,  with  a  physical  energy  un- 
touched by  time,  he  miute  more  than  one  voyage  to 
Europe,  and  visited  every  place  where  books  were 
te  be  found.  His  purchases  were  made  with  J  udg- 
ment  and  economy,  and  probably  nerer  were  more 
good  books  bought  with  the  same  sum  of  money 
than  were  by  him.  The  catalogue  of  tte  treasures 
gathered  by  him  reflected  great  eredit  upon  ius 
lEnow!e<lge  and  Industry,  aad  his  administration  of 
the  library  was  marked  by  energy.  Judgment  ami 
-success.  Much  of  the  value  and  u:H:fulness  of  the 
Astor  Library  is  fairly  due  to  Mr.  Cogswell,  and  he 
ha«  a  right  to  share  with  the  Astors,  father  and 
:ioa,  the  honors  of  a  founder. 

Having  passed  the  Psal Jiist  s  allotteii  span  of 
!  ife  he  resigneu  his  trust,  and  withdrew  {rt>m  all 
active  employment  to  well-earned  repose.  Making 
for  himself  a  home  in  the  house  of  a  relative  m 
Cunbridge,  his  books,  tte  tseiety  of  his  triends.  a 
wide  and  active  corravpe^ince  and  &ei|uent  ex- 
our^ions  caused  his  liays  to  pas«  away  happily  till 
the  final  summons  came. 

Mr.  Cogswell  hid  a  very  actire  mind,  with  quick 
perceptiooe,  and  a  phjm^  organisation  which 
found  satisfaetion  in  ntnemeut  and  cliange.  Hti 
bad  learaed  as  much  by  obeenraCioa  as  by  stody 
in  science  and  general  literatme  his  attainmoica 
were  rather  extensive  than  profound ;  but  lu  bibli- 
ography his  knowledge  wa*  thorough,  various  anii 
exact.    Herein  he  had  few  equals  and  no  superior 

Haviag  read  and  seem  much,  haTlng  known  many 
of  the  most  eminent  men  tn  Borope  and  America, 
his  conversation  was  most  tanructive  and  agree- 
■  cabined  happily  in  his  social  moments 
of  a  man  familiar  with  society  with  the 
gubstantlal  meriu  of  ▼tgwrooe  teiieu  and  Tarkius 
knowledge.  His  character  was  generoos;  h» 
atfectiios  were  warm ;  hw  prlaciplee  were  tza. 
He  w^  vdhMd  and  lored  by  hie  fi-teods,  mmI  no 
maa  wae  m(M«  rich  tn  ^enda.  Iknc  w^  hardly 
a  city  along  our  whole  Atlantic  eo^  to  wUeh  he 
could  not  have  found  warm  welcome  and  eager 
hoepitaltty  His  old  pupUs  felt  for  turn  a  revefeace 
and  auction  which  grew  i^^per  and  teiderer  ae 
tbey  themeelvee  passed  mto  t&e  lei^;ttening  sha- 
dows of  Ufe.  A  few  years  tfae*  fltoy  invite<l  him 
to  a  ilinner  at  the  Parker  House,  tn  this  city.  an<l 
it  was  a  t4)uchii)g  and  beaotifal  sight  to  see  turn 
ristag  amid  a  Oaim  9f  mtm  ^  longer  young,  and 
addwiiiag  mmt  m  Me  da^  beys,  a^  to  note  with 

toys  r^peaAii  t»tte  aflbeaonate  greeting  of  their 
Behrved  Wer  bT  mtt  mmsi. 

His  Itfe  wae  kMg,  aettve.  ^mtal  and  ^>py.  Th>> 
kmd  Providence  wh^A  C^  ^'°^  length  of  'iay^ 
spared  him  the  weartMH  and  bunien  of  %^. 
Except  a  slight  dealkMaa  ha  l«1ie«i  Uttle  from  in- 
firmity m  dac^.  W<x  h»A  ha  the  tnal  of  tlia- 
torp«  ^rf  ayi^F  vhteh  teals  aa  witiiafta^arof 
i^  Aa  genial  currents  of  thc^^kl  aad  laateg 
Hto^a  was  not  dim,  and  Us  aaiHal  tmmtmot 
mi^li  rtated.  His  aSeetions  were  warm  and  hla 
ml^  w^  qntefc  sid  apprehenatre  to  the  last,  till 
within  a  ^w  wetiB  of  hia  d«^  to  wwOBtd  freely. 
without  assistance.  ap«>n  his  errands  of  firt^idfiUii 
"r  business.  Having  a  sort  of  horror  of  hi^laa»- 
-s,  he  was  saved  the  aW  afdap^i^Maa  up<m 
Hers.  Not  long  since  te  ^i^a  ta  Ite  wtUer  of 
this  wsMStm  te  a  ttanple  *ai  aataral  way  <tf  hte  ap 
proiwMn^  end,  tiqFtag  that  whUe  he  was  pmtetMj 
ready  »g»,  ha  was  atao  willing  to  s&y,  for  hfe 
bad  ant  eeaaed  to  he  sweet  to  htm. 
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THE   RErOET  OF  THE  SALFORD   FREE   LIBRARY. 
•       To  the  Editor  of  the  Jliandiester  Gumrdian. 

Sir,— In  reference  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Crestadoro  in 
yourpaper  of  to-day  desiring  to  contradict  a  statement 
quoted  from  the  Salford  Library  report,  I  b»gto  reiterate 
tlie  words  of  t!iat  statement,  and  to  say  that  it  is  per- 
fectly correct,  "that  in  the  Manchester  Free  Library 
credit  is  taken  in  their  issues  fur  the  gross  number  of 
specifications  of  patents  bound  up  in  each  volume;"  and 
that  this  is  a  fact  is  will  known  to  the  librarians  of  nearly 
all  free  librarias  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
for  it  hos  frfquenUy  been  the  subject  of  correspondence 
between  each  oth«r,  and  at  times  in  their  printed  reports 
hos  been  commented  upon  in  a  manner  not  very  compli- 
meat^ry.  To  those  who  have  any  experience  in  the 
working  of  free  libraries  it  is  aM)atent  and  familiar  that 
they  cannot  well  be  deceived  a^to  the  Manchester  prac- 
tice of  dealing  with  its  statistics  of  issues  of  spacitications 
of  patents.  H  jre  is  one  opinion  of  great  weight  wh^ch 
occurs  in  a  report  of  a  larger  free  library  than  even  the 
Manchester  Library.  The  passage  will  be  found  on  page 
52,  report  of  the  City  of  Boston  Public  Free  Library  for 
1869:— 

"  The  issue  of  patent  specifications  at  Manckeeter,  if 
rot  elsewhere,  is  counted  in  a  somewhat  strangti  fashion. 
For  instance,  140,0<J2.>pecificatioM9  are  biund  up  in  3,001 
volumes,  and,  when  issued  to  898  roaderts,  as  they  were 
in  1808,  each  velune  containing  on  an  average  40  speci- 
Ikations,  the  number  of  volumes  issued  it  multiplied  by 
40  to  get  at  the  naiaber  of  different  specifications  sup- 
posed to  be  used." 

I  have  not  as  j  f  t  seen  any  contradiction  from  5lr.  Cres- 
tadoro that  this  statement,  so  pointedly  aimed  at  the 
Manchester  mode  of  recording  issue*,  was  an  incorrect  one, 
and  I  ^ve  no  doubt  tfaat  a  copy  of  the  Boston  Library 
reiM)rt^  to  be  fouad  at  the  Miinchester  Free  Library. 
,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  the  writer  of  the  statement,  knew 
very  well  he  was  enly  stating  what  was  true,  for  he 
nr<juired  a  knowledge  of  the  workings  of  all  our  free 
libraries  what  he  vMtad  Etigland. 

I  will  now  qaote  from  the  last  roport  of  the  Manchester 
Free  Lib^iry,  for  1871,  to  substantiate  the  veracity  of  the 
statement  which  llr.  Crestadoro  now  aeeki  to  contradict. 
At  pege  11  of  tl«t  report  will  be  found  a  tablo  of  issues 
of  volumes  t.o  readers;  if  we  take  .>he  figures  to  be  beyond 
question,  it  mows  Aant  a  total  of  203,641  volumes  were 
issued,  irind  that  this  total  includes  171,047  volumes  of 
specifications  ol  pafesoto. 

Now,  I  would  aflk  Mr.  Crestadoro,  Where  is  the  need  of 
any  present  deoU  of  his  own  statistics  in  your  paper  to- 
day ?    In  ti^e  repoi-t  tliey  are  described  as  volumes,  and  I 
am  sure  wete  intentionally  written  down  as  volumes; and 
to  librariaLS  who  aro  technically  farted  in  tabulated 
statements  «f  mu^s  any  after-explanations  to  explain 
awoy  the  first  intention  will  be  re.ijurded  as  "muddying 
clear  waters."    Thd  same  table  brings  out  a  feature  bear- 
ing upon  this  pcdnt  of  the  Manchester  practice  of  record- 
icg  issues  which  will  be  of  gi'eat  interest  to  the  reading 
public,  for  it  shows  that  at  the  Chief  li«;ference  Library, 
whikt  it  took  58,187   separate    readers   to   use  J>2,594 
volumce  of  all  classes  tf  literature— say  one  volume  and 
a  half  each,  or  a  daily  avcmgn  issue  of  353  volumes 
during  twelve  mfioths,— it  took  only  1,1M  (lersons  to  uso 
171,047  volumes  of  paleot*— say  just  over  100  volumes  to 
each  person,  or  a  daily  average  of  586  volumes  of  patents— 
withia  the  iian>e  period.    I  a^k  whether  Mr.  Crestadoro  is 
willing  to  maintain  that  tiiis  last  element  in  his  statistics 
is  a  correct  one,  except  upon  one  ground  alone,  that  tlio 
v»  hole  number  of  specifications— say  30— bound  in  ^ch 
volum'>  of  patenia  are  recorded  in  his  report  as  separata 
volumes  of  issues.    If  he  maintains  that  58G  separata 
volumes  of  paten  ts  are  daily  reached  dovr  o  for  consultations 
by  readers,  I  ran  on!^  say  that  its  incredibihty  will  be  such 
that  no  other  librarwin  in  the  kinq;dom  would  believe  it. 
Whjr,  at  the  Binriingbera  Free  liibrary,  where  the  demand 
fonrfortnation  ebout  patMits  is  equally  active  with  that 
of  Manchester,  and  where  no  noishbouemg  free  libraries 
ran  detract  from  their  issues— as  must  be  the  case  in 
this  district;— the  t^tal  issue  cf  volumes  of  pateuta  last 
year  was  only  3,SG0.    Even  at  tlio  r.\tent  Museum  and 
Library  at  S>Hilh  KensingUVn  nn.1  it  Uie  head  library  at 
Southampton  IJuildings,  London,  the  issaes  do  not  at  all 
reach  those  rlaim«Kl  at  the  Marches ter  I'roe  Library.     In 
Salfcrd  the  is-suew  were  5,361   volumes,   but  rackoned 
U|>on  the  ManchestM   practice  they   would  appear  as 
1{K).000  volumes.      Mr.  Crestadoro  speaks  in  terms  of 
high    oomtnendaUon    of    their    redAssification    of    the 
J  stents  into  volumes  acoording  to  the   subject-matter 
which  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Edwards,  first  adopted  at  the 
Manchoator  Free  Library   (see  report  fc   I'^GO).      Mr, 
IMwards  had  a  t;re«t  genius  for  elaboration  in  whatever 
lie  undertook,  and  lila  flaboration  of  these  psitents  into  a 
cumbersome  clagaflcation  of  h"^  own  simply   ups^t  the 
dassttcalion  of    the   patents    from  the  hands   of    Mr. 
Kennett  Woo<lcroft,  a  master-mind  for  sytematislng  aU 
mPchanicBl  invewtions;  and,  as  f ar  Ss  the  patent  speci- 
fications ot  theiMatcheater  Library  woro  concerned,  made 
Sfsme  of  the  printed  indexes  of  no  service  to  persons  who 
wit  hed  to  consult  them.      I  supfiose  thrt  plan  originated 
by  Mr.  Edwards  is  ttfll  in  action  at  Uie  Manchester  Free 
Library;  and,  that  bwng  so,  it  may  account  loranot!'.;^ 
fnct,  that  the  late  librarian  at  tho  Peel  Park  r.ibr*ry 
I  frequMitly  reported  to  tl»  Committee  that  many  persona 
came  froin— in  fact,  were  teat  from— Uie  Manchester 
Free  Library  tc»<v«Muit  the  specificatJons  of  patents  at 
the  Feel  Park  l^bi-ary.  because  they  were  unable  to  find 
what  tliey  wanted  at  the  lormor  place  after  vainly  s-mrch- 
ing  for  hours  in  the  reclassified  Ti>lume3  of   patents. 
Even  in  the  lost  few  racmths  I  have  known  persons  ta 
come  to  this  library  and  make  the  same  statement,  and 
readily  find  what  t*iey  soek  in  this  collection  of  patents 
bound  in  nura«ric«l  order,  as  they  ware  intended  to  ba 
by  the  authorif  ses.     It  may  be  questionable  whether  the 
Salford  Library  is  what  it  is  designatod  in  the  last  printed 
report  of  the  Manchester  Free  Librariea— "  inferior  alike 
in  size  and  usefuiaess  to  the  Manchester  Library;"  but, 
if  it  be  so,  it  has  reodored  good  service  to  the  public 
hitherto,  and  bewa  a  good  report  abroad.  And,  in  respect 
to  patent  publications,  it  may  with  confidence  appeal  to 
patentees  and  patent  agents  whether  they  have  not  bad 
much  attenti"n  paid  to  their  many  wants.     ^  et,  with  all 
their  oorPultAtions,  the  remrd  of  itn  i.^sues  hnn  h'>t>n  con- 
fined to  the  actual  work  done,  without  exaggeration,-J 
I  am,  kc,  JoHK  Pi.ant,  Princioai  i  ibnriAD* 

rod  Park,  Salford,  December  0, 1^71.   * 
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TUE  LIBIiABYOF  CONGRESS. 

All  people  who  go  to  Washington,  or  read 
the  newspapers,  know  that  there  is  a  great 
collection  of  books  there  called  the  library  of 
Congress.  Those  who  hare  ranged  along  its 
narrow  halls,  and  looked  up  at  'he  galleries 
and  rows  of  shelves  towering  to  the  roof, 
ivonder  what  all  those  books  are  about ;  and 
very  intelligent  persons  have  wished  for  an 
authentic  account  of  what  the  library  con- 
tains, and  how  it  began,  and  how  it  came  to 
be  what  it  is. 

The  Ubrary  of  Congress  dates  back  almost 
to  the  beginning  of  the  nation,  having  l)een 
founded  before  the  removal  ot  the  govern- 
ment to  Washington.  The  series  of  appro- 
priations for  its  increase  began  in  1806  by 
devoting  to  it  flOOO  a  year.  But  so  languid- 
ly were  its  interests  supported  that  it  had 
gathered  but  3000  volumes  when  the  British 
burnt  the  unfinished  capitol  in  1814.  Of 
course  that  made  it  necessary  to  begin  again. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son offered  his  collection  of  books,  to  be  pur- 
chased by  Congress,  in  place  of  wbat  had  been 
lost.  His  shelves  at  Monticello  contained 
7000  volumes.  In  a  letter  to  Thomas  Cooper, 
some  time  before,  he  had  spoken  of  it  as  "the 
"best-chosen  collection  in  America."  As  his 
catalogue  exists  in  print  we  may  even  yet, 
notwithstanding  the  raYa«(es  of  another  fire, 


see  what  it  was  for  ourselves.  Congress 
bought  his  books,  giving  $23,950,  a  handsome 
price.  So  methodical  was  tlie  great  states- 
man that  every  book  was  capable  of  identifi- 
cation as  his  own.  When  the  signature  J 
stood  at  the  foot  of  the  first  page  of  the  ninth 
sheet,  his  careful  hand  had  written  a  T  be- 
fore it ;  and  if  there  were  pages  enough  to 
require  a  signature  T,  he  had  written  a  J 
after  it.  By  these  marks  his  books  may  yet 
be  picked  out  of  the  vast  mass  by  w^hich  they 
are  now  surrounded. 

During  the  administration  of  General  Jack- 
son began  the  annual  appropriation  of  $6000 
to  purchase  books  for  the  library.    In  this, 
as  well  as  in  the  selection  of  good  books,  may 
probably  be  traced   the  influence  of  several 
men,  then  members  of  Congress,    for   the 
names  of  Adams,  Everett  and  Webster,  with 
those  of  Preston,  Choate  and  Marsh,  appear 
on  the  suc<»88iTe  library  committees.    Nur- 
tured by  such  legislation  it  had  increased  in 
1851   to  56,000  volumes,  when  on  the  morn- 
ing preceding  Christmas  it  was  found  to  be 
on  fire.    In  constructing  some  of  the  alcoves, 
timbers  had  been  thoughtlessly  inserted  into 
adjoining  flues.     Thirty-five  thousand  vol- 
umes perished,  including    the    divisions   of 
natural  history,  voyages  and  travels,  English 
and  American  history,  poetry,  fiction  and  the 
fine  arts.    To  remedy  so  serious  a  loss,  ap- 
propriations were  speedily  made  of  mwe  Uian 
$160,000,  half  this  sum  being  intended  to  re- 
place the  books.    The  room  was  restored  to 
its  previous  condition,  iron  being  everywhere 
substituted  for  wood. 

At  Uie  end  of  the  next  fifteen  years,  the 
library  approached  100,000  volumes,  outgrew 
the  hall  appointed  for  it,  and  extended  into 
some  apartments  not  protected  as  its  own 
had  been.  In  1865,  it  was  resolved  to  Include 
these,  and  large  atlditional  space,  within  one 
range  of  fire-proof  walls  and  iron  shelving. 
The  sum  of  $187,000  was  expended  before 
these  were  completed.  The  total  length  of 
shelves  in  these  three  halls,  half-embracing 
one  side  of  the  rotunda,  is  21,:MK)  feet,  afford- 
ing space  for  about  172,000  volumes.  If  to 
thcee  be  added  the  capacity  of  the  law  libra- 
ry room  below,  and  of  the  attic  above,  Wf 
have  five  miles  of  shelf.  But  the  recent 
growth  of  the  collection  has  been  such,  that 
it  wa.s  lately  necessary  to  bring  in  ninety  w-ts 
of  wcMxIen  shtlves,  to  stand  in  the  pawtiges, 
and  accommodate  perhaps  40,000  volumes 
nioio. 


1  ftree  grand  aecessions  of  books  hki^  beeti 
made  during  the  last  ten  years.  Immediately 
after  the  completion  of  the  new  apartments 
named  above,  the  printed  collections  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  were  reraored  to 
tlicm,  the  propc»si(ion  to  do  so  having  origi- 
nated there.  Forty  thousand  volumes  and 
an  immense  body  of  pamphlets  were  thus  ac- 
q«i  jd.  The  character  of  that  collection  was 
mainly  scientific,  and  Its  books  had  been  se- 
lected by  the  highest  Intelligence.  During 
the  thirty  years  of  its  existence,  also,  that  in- 
stitution has  iMjen  in  correspondence  with 
*  he  scientific  societies  of  the  world;  and  in 
retuni  for  its  own  publications  has  received 
their  journals  and  transactions.  Every  lan- 
guage in  Eurojje  is  represented  in  them,  and 
almost  every  subject  of  scientific  and  historic 
inquiry.  The  Astor  library  and  the  public 
Ubrary  of  Boston  had  indeed  gathered  noble 
coUections  of  the  English,  French,  German 
and  Italian  transactions  and  memoirs;  but 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  rich  in  those 
also  of  Scandinavia,  Russia,  Holland  and 
Spain. 

The  year  following  this  signal  acquisition 
was    marked    by    the  purchase   of  Colonel 
Force's  library,  consisting  mainly  of  books  on 
American  history  and  exploration.    Inquirers 
into  these  subjects  had  long  been  accustomed 
to  resort  to  it  as  the  amplest  repository  of 
such  information  to  be  found  in  this  coun- 
try.   It  was  the  fruit  of  forty  years'  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  research.    It  contained, 
in  numerous  editions  and  reprints,  the  works 
of   those   Spanish    and  other   historians  of 
America  with  whose  names  Robertson  and 
Irving  and  Prescott  and  Motley  had  made 
us  familiar.    It  contained  the   history  of  ex- 
ploration and  a<lTenture  in  every  part  of  the 
continent  during  ahnost  four  hundred  years. 
It  contained  the  history  of  natural  science, 
as  it  has    accompanied  and  been  enriched 
through  all   these  voyages  and  travels.      It 
contained  also  the  minute  and  detailed  nar- 
rative of  settlement,  warfare  and  national 
expansion  in  every  age  and  zone  of  Amer- 
ica.   And  It  contained,  beside  the    printed 
histories,  many  hundreds  of  those  contempo- 
raneommanascripts,  on  which  popular  his- 
tory rei)osos.    It  is  a  matter  of  national  con- 
gi-atulation    that    these    things    have    been 
brought   together,    that    they   are   national 
projKjrty.  and   that  they  are   preserved  in  a 
building  believed  to  be  secure  against  loss  bv 
fire. 

The  [most  recent  pnii<«i<)(>i-ahl«>  addition  t^ 
the  library  is  that  of  tlurty  thousand  vol- 
umes accumulated  by  oi>eratlon  of  the  copy- 
right law,  and  heretofore  kept  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  interior.  Though  often 
iufcignificant  in  thomselvcs,  these  books  mark 
the  successive  intfclleetual  conditions  and  prt)- 
cress  of  fbp  <«f»untry,  or  they  have  been  the 
school-books  or  the  periodicals  of  their  time. 
Their  value  will  incresise  as  we  recede  from 
the  periods  in  which  they  originated,  and 
grave  or  curious  (luestions  may  be  settled  by 
the  most  worthless  among  them. 

llje  library  already  contains  2.)6,000  vol- 
umes. If  it  continues  to  advance  as  it  lately 
has  done,  we  may  expect  to  see  it  half  a  mil- 
lion before  the  close  of  the  present  century, 
and  to  see  it  rea>gnized  as  the  national 
library  by  jiopular  favor  and  liberal  appropri- 
ation of  public  money.  H  will  then  endure 
comparison  with  the  great  libraries  of  Europe, 
and  will  be  the  chief  magazine  of  instruction 
to  all  Americans.  Xot  merely  those  who 
resort  to  it  will  be  indebted  to  its  Influence, 
6ut  every  book  that  shall  be  written  will  be 
enriched  from  its  stores. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  portion  of  it 
Is  that  which  fits  it  for  the  functicm  Implied 
in  Its  present  name.  The  documents  of  this 
and  foreign  countries,  and  works  on  political 
science  and  political  economy,  with  all  their 
applications,  amount  perhaps  to  twenty-five 
thousand  volume;  while  at  least  as  many 
more,  forming  the  law  library  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  are  kept  in  a  separate  room  below 
stairs.  Medicine  and  the  natural  sciences 
can  scarcely  be  less  than  thirty  thousand 
volumes;  theology  and  ecclesiastical  historj- 
are  about  the  same.  History  and  geography, 
using  these  words  i<i  their  lai^est  and  most 
attractive  sense,  make  fifty  thousand  more. 
The  mathematical  and  physical  sciences,  and 
their  applications  In  the  arts,  have  more  than 
twenty   thousand  volumes;    while  amusinij 


and  elegant  literature  may  reachthirt^Uoir 
sand.  It  is  in  this  department  that  the 
poverty  of  the  collection  is  most  apparent 
when  contrasted  with  the  opulence  of  litera- 
ture itself.  In  ancient  learning  there  are 
only  the  rudiments  of  a  library ;  and  in  the 
French,  Italian,  Spanish  and  Gennan  litera- 
tures a  painful  deficiency  is  manifest.  Of 
the  early  literature,  however,  of  our  own 
language  there  Is  a  creditable  and  increasing 
representation. 

To  administer  the  affairs  of  this  great 
library,  only  fifteen  persons  are  employed. 
Of  these  only  one-half,  at  most,  are  skilled 
laborers ;  while  only  a  quarter  can  be  con- 
sideied  experienced  and  accomplished  men. 
The  policy  has  not  yet  been  adopted  of  in- 
viting the  assistance  of  learned  and  scientific 
r^ersons,  juid  rewarding  them  so  highly  that 
it  shall  be  their  interest  to  remain  for  life. 
Yet,  there  is  no  department  of  public  service 
where  the  advantage  is  greater — one  might 
say  where  the  necessity  is  so  stringent, — of  1 
having  the  accumulated  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  a  life-time.  The  profound  scholar- 
ship usually  found  in  the  libraries  of  Europe 
sufficiently  indicates  what  is  there  supposed 
to  be  necessary.  It  should  be  the  care  of  the 
library  committee  to  command  for  this  ser- 
vice the  ripest  learning  any  way  to  be  secured. 
And  to  each  great  department  of  science  or 
of  literature  should  be  assigned  a  responsible 
curator,  whose  pride  it  shall  be  to  know  all 
that  belongs  to  his  province,  as  taught  In  all 
the  books  respecting  it  that  have  ever  been 
written.  It  is  not  merely  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  the  books  that  must  be  provided  for, 
but  the  satisfaction  of  inquirers  who  may 
resort  there  for  study. 

The  library  of  Congress  is  open  to  every 
reader  daily,  throughout  the  year,  no  generd 
vacation  being  suffered  to  interrupt  its  use ; 
but  those  who  can  borrow  from  it  are  only 
the  members  of  the  <iwo  Louses,  the  judges, 
the  heads  of  departments  and  the  diplomatic 
corps.  Many  others,  however,  are  permitted 
to  have  books,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  classes 
just  named  and  of  the  Ubrary  officials,  the 
lender  being  responsible  for  the  return  of  the 
loan.  The  halls  of  the  library  are  always 
occupied  by  many  studious  guests,  and  during 
the  sessions  of  Congress  some  thousand 
volumes  are  constantly  al^ejit  from  the 
shelves. 

It  Is  certain  that  the  library  caimot  long 
continue  where  it  is.  All  available  space  in 
the  capitol  is  needed  for  the  purposes  of  leg- 
uslation.  Oidy  a  few  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees have  apartments  appropriated  for 
their  consultations.  The  Jtrowth  of  the 
library  would  eventually  fill  the  entire  build- 
ing. The  portions  of  it  indeed  dirtKitly  an- 
cillary to  legislatkm  and  justice  can  never  be 
removed  from  the  capitol.  But  the  remain- 
der ought  speedily  to  be  placed  where  there 
is  room  enough  for  its  lodgment,  and  for  tln' 
complicated  processes  through  which  books 
have  to  pass  on  their  way  to  the  shelves. 
\Yherc  the  new  location  shall  1^  is  not  ea«!v 


to  decide.  The  eventual  magnitude  of  the 
structures  which  will  be  needed  for  it  makes 
it  necessary  to  secure  ample  space;  while  the 
very  genius  of  a  library  seems  to  ask  fo»  or- 
namented grounds  without.  It  is  impossible 
to  look  from  its  present  windows  without 
envying  the  Smithsonian  its  magnificent  do- 
main. Whatever  location  may  be  chosen 
should  be  connected  with  the  capitol  by  sub- 
terranean passages  for  the  transmission  of 
messages  and  books  by  atmospheric  pres- 
sure. 

The  appropriations  of  money  made  for  the 
increase  of  the  library  of  Congress  are  insig- 
nificantly small,  amounting  to  an  average  of 
only  $10,000  a  year.    The  city  of  Boston  ex- 
pends for  its  library  about  $70,000  a  year. 
One-half  of  this  goes  to  pay  its  fifty  assist- 
ants, and  much  to  necessary  expenses.    At 
Washington,  nothing  is  expended  by  the  li- 
brary for  salaries,   fuel,   lights,  binding  or 
printing,  all  these  charges  being  met  at  the 
appropriate  departments.    The  British  Mu- 
seum, on  the  other  hand,  spends  annually 
$50,000  for  books.    The  total  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  Its  library,  since  1814,  can  be  shown 
to  be  more  than  $400,000,  exclusive  of  the 
cost  of  the  Smithsonian  collection.    The  an- 
nual interest  on  this  sum  may  be  reckoned 
at  $30,000.    The  salaries  paid  to  the  library 
staff  may   be   counted     as     $30,000   more. 
It   is    reasonable,     therefore,    to     demand 
what     benefit    the     country    is     receiving 
from    this   expenditure.    The    aid  to  legis- 
lation   and  jurisprudence  has   het^  already 
named,  and  the    general    advantage   to    be 
drawn  from  a  magazine  of  universal  knowl- 
edge.   But,  rightly  considered,  the  prepara- 
tion in  a  great  library  of  classed  catalogues  of 
its  possessions  is  an  equivalent  for  all  that  is 
is  expended  on  it.    The  value  of  these  con- 
sists in  showing  what  are  the  best  books  in 
every  department  of  knowledge.   Wlien  these 
catalogues    are   dispersed    throughout     the 
worid,  as  the  Washington  catalogues  have 
been,  the  benefit  is  as  wide  as  the  distribu- 
tion.   He  who  consults  them  anywhere  learns 
what  to  buy  or  borrow  for  his  need.    The 
two-volume  "catalogue  of  subjects,"  printed 
by  the  library  of  Congress    two  years  ago, 
representing  the  first  hundred  thousand  of 
its  volumes,  is  the  first  example  of  a  pub- 
lished catalogue,   wholly  of  this  sort.    Tlio 
same  process  will  soon  be  applied  to  the  re- 
mainder of  its  possessions,  making,  if  well 
executed,  we  veniure  to  declare  tlie  most  val- 
uable book  ever  printed.    And  if  the   library 
goes  on  to  gather  the  best  learning  of  the 
worid,  and  to  catalogue  it  thus,  it  will  l»e  the 
chief  bi'nefactor  of  all   who    love  literature 
and  knowlcilgc. 


The  btst  coniiiicntary  upon  nil  tbe  vexed  queS' 
lions  of  bjbliothecal  economy  can  liardly  be  looked 
ior  witJi  belter  puooess  than  in   tlic  history  of  the 
Ltoi,.'ii(uiUit    of    Printed    liuoks   in    the    British 
Miisoum  during  tlie  last  half  century.    The  late 
Pi()f€B!-or  Jewett  use<l  to  say   in  regard  to  every- 
tbiiig  that  relator   to   the    tirranging    and    oata- 
logruing  of  books,  that  what  had  not  been  thought 
ot  and  difcuss«>u   within  the   walls  of  the  hollow 
stiuurc  on  Grwic  Huss-cll   street,  was  banlly  worth 
coufciJeraiiou.    The  library  of  the  British  Museum 
since  the  yreaf  onc-maa  power  of  Panizzi  took   it 
in    chai'ge,  has  become  the  centre  of  all  knowl- 
edge   in    Huch     aJiairf,     and     with     Its    million 
volumes    and    commensurate     appliances     leads 
to-day    amonfr     all    libraries     of     the     world. 
And    how    this    waB    accompliHhed    by   Panizzi 
and    his     able     coarljutors,    everybody      knews, 
who    knows   anything    at    all    about    the    mat- 
ter.    His  victory  was  not  over  external  obstacles, 
as  much  as  over  his  masters.      He  forced,  by  his 
own  determined  will  and  best  judgment,  the  tnu- 
tees  to  the  tardy  acknowledgment  of  their  defeat. 
The  belated  general  on  a  field  of  battle,  turning  a 
rout  cf  his  own  army  into  a  victory,  is  no  better 
specimen    of    mtignetic   vigor  and    conoentratod 
action    than    this    Italian    outcast,    fortuitously 
raised    to    such    a    position    of    eminence,    was 
able   to    demonstrate    that    he    was   capable   of. 
Parliamentary     Conmiissions     and    Royal    Oom- 
missions    started  ■  up,     urged    by     petitions   of 
men    who    looked    to    the    library    to    supply 
some    deficiency    in    their    own    mental    organ- 
ism,   which    they    were    in    want    of,    without 
knowing  it;  but  Panizzi'e  honest  and  manly  fight 
evinced  a  potency  that  in  the  end  not  only  forced 
all  opposition  to  succumb,  but  also  all   that  wag 
generntis  in  it  to  acknowledge  him  a  victor.    It 
will  be  dry  reading  enough  doubtless  to  most,  but 
the  blue  books  which  contain  the  reports  of  those 
oonuniseions  of  1835-<i  and   1848-9    must  always 
be  resorted  to,  as  one  would  go  to  the  sources 
of  any   question    for    the    best    understanding 
of  it.    The  reading  public  got  enough  of  it    la 
the    sundry    articles,    tinctured    with     one    hue 
or  the    other,    which  appeared  in    the  leadhig 
quarterlies   of   Great    Britain    at    those    times  ; 
and  of  what  the  Museum  Library  has  been  and  is, 
they  have  found  convenient  accounts  in  the  manu- 
als of  Sims  and  Nichols  ;  in  the  Tolumea  which  Mf 
Edwards  last  year  eave  us  on  the  Lives  of  ita 
Founders  and  Benefactors.    A  clearer  view  of  the 
inside  manaecment  than  all  these  aflford  can  now 
be  derived  from  a  pleasant  volume,  entitled  "  Mei^ 
eriee  of  the  British  Museum,"  by  one  of  its  fkith- 
ful  servants,  Mr  Itoliext  Cowtan,  which  the  latM 
steamer  from  England  has  brought  us. 

Of  all  library  questions,  that  of  the  catalogue- 
how  to  make  it  and  in  what  form  to  put  it— is  the 
most  dlfliciilt  of  all.    It  is  a  very  obv  ious  thought 
te  persons  little  informed  that  the  method  ought 
to  be  refluced  to  something  like  an  exact  soienoe, 
and  tho  multitude  of  dealers'  and  auction  cata- 
logues is  very  apt  to  confirm  them  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  ready  business  facility  with  which    they 
imagine  the  higher  kinds  of  cataloguing  can  be 
done.     Ever>bo<ly    knows    the   witty    apothegm 
about  easy  writing  an'l   hard  reading,  and  few  of 
the  knowing  ones  will  dispute  its  general  appliot.- 
Wlity.    Regarding   facile  cataloguing,  it  if  quite 
as  likely  that  it  will  be  diflfioult  to  be  benefited  by 
it.     A  popular  collection   of  common  books  C9M 
doubtl<»s  be  rapi.ily  indexed,  ind  with  dueservice- 
ableness;    lut    no    libniry  which    Rrows  largely 
can  keep    its   aoocsti.ns   by  the   nature  of  the 
case  within  such    characteristic    limits.    Another 
thing   follows  upon  growth— the    complexity  of 
the  catalogue.     I  he   catdogue   of   the  Museum 
Library    at    this    time    numbers    nearly    1900 
folio  volumes,  and  one  can  rwiily  see  when  a 
library  is  incrcnsiiig  at  the  rate  of  25.000  volumes 
a  year,  and  ha*i  an  annual  appropriation  of  £10,000 
for  purchajiutr  what  does  not  come  to  it  under  the 
copyright  act,  that  even  this  extent  (  f  volumes 
must  iocieasc  rapidly.    The  difficulty  is  further 
augmented,  since  with  the  general  and  special  col- 
lections someibmg  like  twenty  alphabets   come 
within  the  range    of   th^e  1900  volumes.    The 
perplexity  under  prominent  heads  is  enhanced  by 
the  very  ncbueas  ot  its  possessions.    The  1861  en- 
tries under  the  head  ot  Shakeepeare  alone  require 
two  of  these  folio  volumes.    There  are  648  entriee 
under  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  covering  175  differ- 
ent editions  in  ilngUsU  and  29  translations.    Fo 
Paradise  L<,st  there  are  G31  ««tries,  chroniclmg  ' 
editions  in  Engliah  and  53  in  other  languages;  f 
48!3  entnus  for   Robinson  Cru8»e,  covenng  7' 
lues  of  different  Englieh  imprints  and  26  of 
•ign  fetuuip. 


Any  system  of  cataloguing  a  large  and  gfoVriBg 
collection  is  complex  beyond  control :  and  every- 
thing complex,  in  its  broad  nature,  when  one'er 
own  wants  are  simple  and  in  few  direotions,  is  al- 
ways open  t«  cavil.    Mr  Cowtan  gives  it  as  the 
experience  of  the  British  Museum  staff  that  it  is 
those  who  know  the  least  about  the  matter  that; 
fire  the    greatest  objectors  of  all.    We  suppose 
iiiiny  a  biblioerapher  has  smiled  over  the  raoord 
of  Payne  Collier's  discomfiture,  when  he  sneered 
it  Mr  Panizzi's  ninety  odd  rules  and  volunteered 
o  do  twenty-five  titles  after  the  *'  common-sense" 
fuwLion    and    with    an    expedition    that    would 
sliow  how  a  catalogue  could  be  hurried  before 
the     public,    if     one    was    so    disposed.        The 
result     was     that     Mr     Collier    was    quite    as 
much    chagrined   as   ever   he  was  subsequently 
imdcr  the  suspicious  mystifications  of  the  folio  oor« 
rector  of  Shakespeare.     Mr  Winter  Jones  found 
two  blunders  in  every  one  of  his  titles,  and  in  the 
whole  a  specimen  of  every  conceivable  mistake. 
And  there  have  been  many  wiser  men  than  Mr 
Collier  who  have  faile<l  to  comprehend  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  art— wiser  in  that  they  did  not  foolishly 
expose  their  insufficiency  as  he  did.    Every  pro- 
fc38ional  catalosruer  will  say  with  Panizzi  himself, 
that  deeply  impressed  as  he  is  with  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  ca^e,  he  is  still  more  deeply  impressed 
with  the  difficulty  of  cummunioatiag  to  others  a 
sense  of  it. 

It  was  after  Panizzi, with  the  co-operation  of  the 
late  Mr  Watts  and  of  Mr  Winter  Jones,  the  present 
Principal  Librarian,  had  codified  his  rules— they 
were  ninety-one  in  number,  and  by  subsequent 
experience  have  been  but  in  trifling  partioulsurs 
changed— that  the  Trustees  of  the  Museum  ordered 
the  priniini;  of  its  catalogue  to  be  begun,  not- 
withstanding the  librarian's  protest.    The  letter  A 
made  a  folio  volume  and  was  issued  in  1841,  whea 
the  Trustees  bought  the   experience,  that  they 
were  not  willinc:  to  take  at  Panizzi's  word,  and  the 
further  printing  was  stopped.    T*  this  end  all  the 
£reat  libraries  of  Europe  have  one  by  one  come. 
The  Bodleian  abandoned  the  printing  of  its  cata- 
logue in  18o9.    Dr  Pcrtz,  the  Chief  Lil>rarian  ef 
the  Royal  Library  at  Berlin,  and  almost  all  others 
in  similar  positions,  are  united  in  this  view,  that 
for  a  large  library  of  rapid  growth,  the  effort  of 
printing     a    catalogue    is     futile    and    worse 
than    usel^s,    froui    the    endless    supplements 
which     must    tollow     with    never-oeaaing    and 
excessive   outlay.      Of    cotirse   in    libraries   of 
merely  popuiar  books  the  question  is  very  differ- 
ent.   Catalogues   of  such    are  wanted  at  home 
by  a  great  many  pe(^)ple.    New  editions  can  be 
frequent  and  never  of  great  bulk,  as  the  briefest 
titles  will  suffice.    Still  with  libraries  of  the  other 
.  3ort,  nothing  will  beget  so  much  use  as  facilities 
for  reference,  for  most  people  are  naturally  im- 
patient of  restraint,  and  print  is  a  great  advance 
on  the  best  manuscript  for  ease  of  consultation. 
The  problem  is  not  perhaps  yet  worked  oat  how 
the  typographical  ai't  can  construct  a  catalogue 
which  shall  always  have  a  gap  for  the  last  neir 
title.    Professor  Jewctt's  system  of  stereotyping 
titles  was  ingenious,  but  has  not  brought  practical 
results.      At  the  British  Museum  they  still  use  the 
manifold  writing  process,  by  which  four  copies 
of    a  title   are   prepared    at   once,   and    these 
are    posted    ui    the    folios    of    both  the   public 
and  official  catalogues,  leaving  a  reecrve  for  re- 
plaoements,  since  by  constantly  transferring  the 
slips  from  page  to  page  as  the  volumes  need  to  be 
expanded,  the  originals  in  time  become  too  much 
worn  for  further  use.    Uf  counse  in  a  library  like 
that  of  the  Museum,  where  the  books  cannot  be 
taken  away,  there  L^  not  the  suno  demand  for 
catalogues  which  can  be  used  at  home,  as  for  in- 
stance there  might  be  in  our  Public  Library  where 
most  of  the  book?  can  bo  so  us^ ;  but  even  here, 
it  is  found  that  the  instances  arc  rurc  in  which  a 
book  is  asked  for  where  the  title  has  been  found 
in  the  catalogues  at  home,  especially  in  the  Bates 
Hal!.  The  larger  proportion  of  books  in  use  are  the 
newer  ones,  which  will  have  lost  their  freshness 
long  before  they  stand  in  a  printed   volume,  were 
a  supplement  issued  every  few  years. 


It  would  appe«  from   Mr  Cowtan'a  chapter 
on    cataloguing,   that    the    authorities    of    the 
Museum    have    been  vainly    contemplating    the 
advantages    of  a   much    greater    multiplioatioa 
of  titles  than  their  "carbonic  B]^tem"  allows, 
in  order  to  add  variety  by  mere  assortment  to 
the   kind    of  catalogues.    Meanwhile,  urged    by 
lis  own  exigencies,  this  very  problem  has  been 
worked  to  a  practical  solution  in  our  Public  Li- 
brary, through  the  printed  card  catalogue,  which 
the  recent  visitor  at  the  library  ceuld  not  fail  to 
observe  has  been  introduced.  The  only  manuscript 
part  of  the  card  is  the  heading,  which  guides  the 
aseorter  in  distributing  the  cards  in  their  proper 
alphabetical    places,   and   the   same  card — hero 
much  transcription  with  its  errors  is  avoided — Is 
used  for  all  the  various  heads  under  which  the  most 
extensive  system  of  cross  references  may  require  aa 
entry  to  be  made.    There  may  t>e  cases  where  a 
composite  volume  will  recjuire  a  hundred  cards, 
and  the  simplest  can  hardly  need  less  than  three — 
author,  title  and  subject.    This,  of  course,  per^ 
tains  only  to  the  general  catalogue  on  the  "  Dic- 
tionary System,"  but  as  the  official  catalogue  du- 
plicates the  public  one,  for  convenience  and  as  a 
check  against  misplaoements  of  cards,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  cards  required  will  never  be  leas  than 
six,  and  may  be  two  hundred.    It  is  the  easy  and 
inexpensive  multiplying  of  these  titles  that  solves 
the  problem  in  a  way  which  the  "carbonic  pro- 
cess "  of  the  Museum  docs  not  admit.    Ordinarily 
twenty  copies  »f  a  sheet  of  L'30  titles  are  printed,  and 
such  as  require  large  numbers  of  cross  references  are 
put  into  forms  by  themselves  and  the  requisite  num- 
ber printed.    The  surplus  sheets  and  titles  are  pat 
away  and  ticketed,  a  selection  being  mide  from 
the  titles,  which  is  to  ucrve  as  printer's  "copy" 
for  the  quarterly  Bulletin.    The  difference  between 
this  system  and  that  of  the  British  Museum,  so 
far,  is  that  of  printed  cards  arranged  on  their 
edges  in  boxes  against  manuscript  slips  pasted  In 
folios.    The  ease  of  expansion  is  of  course  greatly 
in  favor  of  this  card  system,  as  well  as  the  ease  of 
reading  ;  but  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
the  relative  comfort  in  manipulating  the  cards  or 
the  folios.    But  beyond  this  the  advantages  are  in 
favor  of  the  system  at  the  PubUo  Library.    The 
"carbonic    process"    yields    only    four   oopics, 
which  permits  neither  a  system  of  cross  references 
nor  of  special  catalogues,  such  as  those  classed 
by  tho  divisions  of  knowledge,  those  by  languages, 
by  dates,  and  arranged  for  various  other  special 
onds.    This  reserve  of  titles  will  enable  the  Public 
Library  from  time  to  time  to  issue  special  cata- 
logues, as,  for  instance,  of  the  Ticknor  Library, 
which  will  not,  like  a  general  catalogue,  lose  half 
its  value  in  losing  all  its  freshness,  even  when 
printed  as  a  volume,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
the  case,  as  circumstances  require. 
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The  Flrit  Hove  in  lliat  Dlreooen 
a  OMnfi  SnooesB. 


iDitial  Meeting  of  OHdzens  Last 
Evening. 


Rooms  to  be  ProVided  for  (ht  Books 
iB  tlio  City  Buildififs. 

The  £niiirary  to  be  §u«uaned  by 
Taxation. 


Bemarki  by  Prominent  and  InflnentUl 
Citizens. 


A  meeting  vm  held  last  evening  in  Plymouth 
Congregational  Church,  In  pursuance  of  a  call 
printed  in  the  uiornluif  papera,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  initiatory  steps  for  the  establishment 
of  a  free  pabllo  library.  The  meeting  was  atnoad- 
ed  by  many  of  the  moat  dlatlngulehed  of  our  cit- 
izens. 

His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  baviug  taken  the  plat- 
form, said  that  by  virtue  of  a  call,  in  the  publio 
pre**,  of  cltlaens,  f(tf  the  purpose  of  eatablisblng 
a  frf o  llbraiy  for  th«  olty,  he  appeared  on  the 
present  occaalon,  aod  oalled  the  meeting  to  order. 

Mr.  O.  J.  8.  Bowen  was  appointed  Secretary. 

xaid  he  had  no  clear  or  definite  idea  as  to  wHat 
was  to  be  doiiAi  He  believed  hia  duty  was  rathnr 
to  entertain  propositluns  made.  That  the  city 
pbuuld  have  a  froe  library,  Huemod  to  him  a  self- 
evident  propoaitloD,  and  no  time  needed  to  be 
wanted  on  the  qut  etion.  The  libraries  that  had 
heretofore  been  tried,  had  been  failures  and  had 
vjiniehed  in  smoke  and  aahes.  There  would  be,  in 
hiH. judgment,  no  time  like  the  present  for  estab- 
lit-hing  auoh  •  abrary.  What  control  the  city 
should  have  of  it,  or  what  legislation  would  bo 
ueceseary,  be  could  scarcely  tell.  He  doubted 
whether  under  the  present  olMKter  the  olty  had 
any  authority  to  porehase  a  pnHo, library.  But 
the  city,  through  tlie  Commo»(p»«iiaU,  would  be 
willing  to  give  up  '  9taU  of  the 
unoccupied  room  in  the  netl>  OiM  Hall.  He 
knew  of  Just  such  a  roum— a  p^Mi^kf  the  pres- 
ent Common  Council  Chamber^  about  60  by  as  or 
80  feet.  If  the  meeting  should  ^  decide.  h.> 
would  use  what  influeuee  lie  had  with  the  Coun- 
cil to  pntcure  thin  ruum,  which  was  central  and 
M((«p»»ib1e,  and  could  be  had  free  of  rent.  8in<e 
hffl  RceesHion  to  the  iVfayoralty  ha.  luid  recnlv^d 
Dinuerous  letters  iuqulriug  as  tothe  rooms  tho 
city  hud  at  its  dittpoM*!  for  bookd.  Only  a  fort- 
night ago  he  had  received  a  communication  fmm 
England  to  the  same  effect.  He  believed 
that  an  imOieiise  publio  Mbrary,  second 
in  size  only  to  tnat  of  ^k)ston,  could 
be  secured  if  only  the  proper  jM»al  and  ener«ry 
wire  exhibited  togHin  It.  Ilehsid  given  hut  spar- 
in»;ly  fo  pueh  librarian  as  had  existed  before.  He 
wanted  n  renlly  free  library,  in  which  evwry  man 
and  wdman  wuiild  take  the  same  interest  as  in 
other  city  Institutions.  Ho  would  give  $50  to  such 
a  library  for  every  dollar  that  he  would  have 

given  to  those  that  we  had  before.  Ho  would 
ave  another  nicetliig  t<>  which  the  members  of 
the  city  government  would  be  called,  and  tho  thing 
put  In  motion.  He  would  do  what  he  could  lu 
nis  position  as  Mayor,  aud  not  consider  it  extra 
labor.  He  called  upon  Hon.  Tboouw  Hoyooto 
preside. 
Mr.  Hoyne  took  the  chair. 

MK    SHORRT, 

being  called  upon,  said  that  before  th«  Are  ho  had 
prepared  a  bill  authorising  the  establishment  of 
pnlillo  librnri«s  In  cities  in  thin  State.  Ito  be- 
lieved that  before  tho  tire  the  publio  opinion  la 
Chicago  wa8  strongly  in  favor  of  a  free  public 
library.  He  believed  the  flre  had  not  reversed 
that  opinion.  He  believed  that  was  not  a<lded  to 
our  calamity.  A  large  public  llbrarv  could  not 
be  collected  at  once  Boston  even  had  not  dnuo 
PO.  She  had  gat)iere<l  her's  .slowly,  and  the 
largest  lBCtea>.e  w«s  during  the  po.'^t  year.  He 
was  satisfied  that  we  Iou^•^  come  at  last  to  rely, 
not  ondon»tU>tis,i>rentliusl«sm,orgift»,butplaee 
it  where  Mr.  Medill  said  it  out  to  be  plaoed  -apon 
the  people.  Its  maniiiji-iuent  must,  therefore,  be 
put  m  the  hauis  of  the  people,  a«  i\  fas  Ui  Boh 
ton.  every  tntsteeof  thst  grand  InHtltailoh  «ra5 
eleoWd  hy  th«  Aldermen  andiCommou  Council. 
1  il^Jri  "■*'•  *"■"'•  *  p"'  ral  provision  authorizing 
Iwi^Ulea  to  astabhsh  and  support  a  public 
■  .-_r--f«*V?'''  'ncblentally,  branch  libraries.  As  to 
IWrotinfllnfc  of  the  llbn»ry  there  was  a  clause 
IjRitborizmg  flveasseftmnienta,  not  consecutively. 
ITo  e'lpport  a  library  perfectly,  after  it  was  on.-e 
UafabllMbeU.  It  would    r.of    renulre  more    than   a 


qnarterof  a  mill  on  the  dollar.    But  donuUonr 

would     not     1)6     lacking.     He      was    not     In 

avor    of  asking     douatlona     to    our   Ubrarv 

rcount  Of  the  general  interestof  the  world  in  pub- 
!.\"!.'.'.'!yj^«-..PelistordonoraMifre  Uo.tor^  iK 
M.-    .    *  .  •"  ^  '**^  (JOttjionora  ^m^  He  tta«»UKt,t 

>iiucmt«  or  ta£)itifniQIIR^K3^SV^i'j<hAi  >ii  i.r 
he  pubUo  school  RysMtoSflElW^H  n  t 
new  and  wus.  m  h\H  .lljdWoBPlnlWJSr  fj^tit" o 
Heconcuiiedwiththe  Mayor  that  a  connuKteei 
J.^r.^.y^*^''  ^*K^  appointed,  to  aeleot   another 
<  on. mltteo  embracing  every  nationality  and  hi- 

..i^^i     .,^®.Vi*y' *»"<J  ^♦^'' t^'8  committee  draft  a 
plan  fir  the  library.     Meanwhile,  tho  nci^c^-ary 
legislation  authorizinc  the  neoesaary  taxation  for ' 
this  purpose  could  be  obtained. 

i,i  i"  >,"°'*^*','l  *^  "  question  aa  to  the  fate  of  that 
bill,  he  could  not  Klate. 

He  moyed  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appolnt- 
ea  to  nominato   aneJ  report  at  a  1  urlher  meetlTig 

Krr'i^tibarr.v''*'  '"'^««'^'  *  ^^^^  • 

^#  *!.      »  *•"     (  ROFFT7T, 

«Li  ♦^fP""'^.^*''  ^**  '"  'avor  of  an  effort  par- 
?;!o.  J«  vl.'nl  ''^  ^'"  ""«♦»«"••  H«  h«d  written  to 
li*^l^\^)^^^^»^o  '^uim,  who  hid  replied  by  seat- 
ing that  he  would  confer  with  the  Century  Club, 

rL^u^/**r''''^':?T.'^*"""»«*fty  OJ"  two  later,  he 
fS^,  ■f'  •*.  l'"«e*«l  l«tt««r-  Yesterday  he  received 
the  following  from  Mr.  McDonough : 

nriL"^»y " -^.51"  t)I)llge  me  by  sending  the  corporate 
l}}l^^fy^l>rn*}T«ry;  the  name  of  the  pei-son  in  ™t 
eago  to  wlioiu  contribiilionH  skonlrt  be  aUdTessoS  and 
ageneraUuteinentoftheklndof  books  .Iwl. -rt  "s 
many  of  oar  i.iibllNl.eis  rtcal  only  in  „chool  b.K)ks,'  It  la 

^f  tilTi  '^»'P'*'ton  and  Putnam  both  apeak  favorably 

r..„»'tl'?'^'.,*'V'''"^".""'**^«'  »""  xuifavorable  clr 
^"°V^«''S1't''e  largo  losB^ssustalnsd  by  Uie  tia.leln 
their  relation H  with  Chicago.  The  former  >vlU  recolvo 
aonniioijs  at  IiIa  house,  and  up»n  his  8uggo«Uon  I 
hhnll  prepare  and  Heud  a  <  Ircular  to  those  publlHaers 
whom  I  caimot  i>efl  peiHODally.  If  yon  har«  made  no 
arrangtmeniH  In  MohtoB  and  Pblladelphla,  I  wlU  in  i 
Chios  In  the  idan  houses  in  tbowo  cities.  Home  time 
must  ne<  CHHarlly  taapse  before  ttu)snten>rl.<e  can  nr* 
duce  rcMull*,  but  you  may  rely  on  all  the  aid  tliat  mr 
IclMuvo  time  will  pojuilt  m«  to" give  to  it.  Vours  varr 
*J^ly'  A.  R.  ilcDOSOUOH. 

HOS.  E.  0.   LABNED 

aaid  the  contributions  in  England  were  so  namer^ 
ouH  that  there  was  nowhere  to  stow  them.    They 
hiwl  act Drdluglv  l»©en  stowed  away  in  the  Crya- 
(al  Palace.    Chicago   had  been    ready  euou^'h  to 
acku«wle«!ge  the    world's   generosity  to  relieve 
her  mat*-rial  needs.    She  had  l>oon  alow  in  reoog- 
ulzlng  the  Intellectual  donations  from  tho  gener- 
oMsoi  Gicat  Britain.    He  hoped  that  b  fore  the 
meeting  adjourned  it   would  express   by  some 
uiOHns  its  gratitude.    The  queatit.n  of  r«oma  wa« 
happily  8<ttlort  by  the  Mayor's  proposition.    Ha 
thought  Mr.   Btorcy'a  proposition  Co  found  and 
support  a  public  lil»rary  by  taxation  was  the  only 
and  best  method.    He  thought  there  might  l>e  no 
objection  to  building  a  free  library  on  D.jarborn 
Tark.    The  general  cbaract^^r  of  tho  land  would 
not  be  imi)alred  by  the  ort  ctlon  of  a  building  of 
the  kind  upon  it.    If  such  a  building  should  coit 
|160,0<t0,  to  be  raised  by  ussesamenta  exU'.nding 
oyer  live  years,  ilie  tax  would  only  be  the  eighth 
of  a  mill  on  the  dollar,  while  the  amount  reqiUred 
to  form  a  nucleus  for  a  library  would  be  trifling. 
He  hoped   it   would   not   be   forgotten   that  a 
t;ity    did    not    consist    altogether    of    material 
urosperity.    Not  only  was  the  future  Chicago  t> 
bo  the  great  mrtteri;*l,  but  also  tlie  great  inteileo- 
tual  centre  of  Uie  Northwestern  country.     In  the 
past  she  had  no  attractions  for  men  of  mind  and 
thought,  the  real  Intellectual  men  of  tb«  time. 
She  had  nothiutr  for  them;  she  had  marble  pala- 
ces and  wealth,  and  packing  houses.    A  aummar 
nlgbl'w  wind  had  anown   now   transitory   such 
wealth  was.    He  wished  that  the  future  Chicago 
would  be  buJt  on  a  different  foundation.    Tiita 
library  was  to  b«<  not  only  a  great  library,  hut  the 
greatest  in  the  world.    Chicago  was  the  mnrvel 
J^'  J'\*^  V^^}'^^  l»efore  the  lire.      8uu<e  the  fire  ahe 
bad  elicited  the  moat  brofound  admiration  from 
the  whole  world.    As  George  W.  CiuUs  had  writ- 
ten   to  bim."  Chicago   had   made   her  grief   her 
glory."    If   but  a  tithe  of   Uiat   faith,  and   hope 
a*d  energy  Wiat   had    been    applied   to  ma'i^rliU 
tmngs  w,,re  to  be  applied  to  tho  library.  i»  •vould 
be  a  splendid  affair.    Chicago  never  did  things  by 
halves,  and    Ik- fore    ahe   ceasod   her   efforts,  stie 
would  have  by  far  the  «m^  library  in  Amcrloa. 
He  offered  the  fOllowltftAsolutiona : 
Jle^oheti,  Tbat  a  free  public  librory  i»  -f  the  grflatest 
Impoitantc  t«>  Ui«»  bigbcst  lutei>^Ui  and  welfare  of  lUc 
f^  h^Jt  of  tl.lc».g...    fhat  I  u,  U.«t.  action  by  rtro  of  t  lie 
ni»i,M  of  llldarie^  of  the  different  aw.clatfoiis   of  tl.« 
city  niakp»U!f)picm-ut  ft  most  favwable   oppoitUHitT 
to  nnlte  nil  who  are  Interested   in   the    worllnao"m- 
mon  undertaking  to  tjnlld  np  In  our  ciir  a  library  ef  » 
msgiiliiidt  and  value  commensmatfl  to'  tho    nr«>di   of 
onr  gr.Mt  nud  growing  iM.nuUtloii,  and  which  shall  \m 
open  to  all  oar  p«-ople :  and    ne  Barimntly   mdlcit   tlio 
bettt  efforts  of  Oil!  citlMtn^  tu  Itotinifof  tbisobJiMst. 
.^^''''i:''?'''^.''"'"'*"'*'**'''*'"''"^ ''hlcar>   t<'iidor  their 
tiitiikHtotbe  Hon     Thomtw    Hugh«s  and   thorn'   who 
Imv©  iMMU  hiH  a8»oclat«s  in  iindetiakiiig  to  8<wm»  ctin- 
tribiitions  of  books  for  a  free  library  lu  thi.«t  city      Wo 
putefiilly  aiipre<i»te  their  labors  In    behalf  themost 
Impoitjii.t  object,  and  will  us«  onr  utmost   efforts  to 
cany  on  and  complete  the  good  work- 
Mr.  T.  D.  Ix>wthen  was  called   upon,    and   re- 
sponded briefly,  coinciding  with   the    vitwa   ex- 
prest^ed  by  the  previous  B(>oakcra. 

RKV.    KttWAKt)  HULt.rVAK 

thought  a  mcderat*-  taxation,  such  aa  that  pro- 
posed, and  for  the  purpose  named,  not  only  not 
itn  Injury,  but  u  positive  benefit.  It  immgbt 
borne  to  fvery  man  and  moman  the  existence  of 
that  library,  and  brought  them  bodily  to  it.  It 
V  «.uld  l>e  a  high  pnbllo  l>eneflt,  and  elevate  the 
moral  and  int4ill<ytn:il  t4iue  of  the  city,  Hedlf 
lered  from  one  «»f  the  previous  siwakors  on  the 
qii^'-'ion  of  l>eggtug  l>ookB  for  their  library.  Hn 
iMllevtdthe  citizens  themselvna  would  feel  lu- 
Hultfd  at  such  au  idea.  Kngland  h  id  not  been 
axked  to  donate  these  gift*.  It  was  tho  epon 
1 11  neons  offering  of  ber  great  heart. 
1  l>«3mv*A  arrival  of  ber  offering  wonld  oreaf.* 
sn  tntriwe  exclfem'  nt  tln-oughont  the  oiiy  which 
in  Welfj Would  be  a  sufflcleut  advertisement  of 
the  t*ct. 

.Iiifcr  Gookins  spoke  on  tho  neoessity  of  a  tax. 
-.'  «,  'P*'""''*^"*'  unifingali  th«  so«!iMtle^- 
the  ni8t«,cal  8<M  lety  and  Academy  of  Bcieaces- 
iinder  fin  same  roof  with  "^-  -  "   ■ 


DcKrIiorn  Park  would  b.;  easily  attainable'   rh«ie 
InstituQc'ua    were  dully    wit|ierini<,  from 


the  proposed  lli>rn,ry 
7h«se 
Ina 


biil(>  to  pay  the  n-nt  for  buildings. 

H.HN    I.ri.K   KINU 

|9id  he  waa  afrabl  the  whole  scheme  would  col- 
^>»e.  from  Its  vf-ry  Immensity  Tlie.ffrst  (|iiestj..n 
,-  '••the  f.undation  of  the  library.  The  authors 
^nd  publishers  of  England  btid  afreadr  provld^.l 
a  <'o?l.-«-tlon  of  IsHiks  Th-.  British  band  h«ld  out 
the  ImoWs  What  wa«  needed  was  a  hand  to  rs 
wive  them.  Here  was  a  nucleus  of  a  library,  and 
as  soon  an  an  a'lthorljttd  iMKly  wm  appntatod  Ut 
receive  them,  the  Nn-kn  would  b«  on  our  shelrea 
The  prop«.r  legislation  could  he  secured  in  !«•» 
than  thlrtijUgrfc.  The  General  Assemtdy  would 
help  witMM%aiire.  The  Common  Ooonoll  should 
elect  the  Truatees.  The  election  t>y  tile  oora>nit- 
fee  of  Ht>oThi'r  committee  of  flfteea  was  raising 
too  much  maohlnery  r«and  it,  wUeli  woukI 
crush  it. 

RKMARK8  AWD  SUOOBSTTONS. 

Dr.  Loverln  thought  Union  Park   waa  going  to 
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rt»»  Pablic  l^ibirarics. 

We  haT«  already  briefly  referred  fo  the 
bill  iLlroduced  by  Mr.  JuDi>,  in  the  Assem- 
bly, looking  to  tbe  establiehme^of  a  iree 
library  system  in  this  State,  sii^r  totbat 
of  MaflBachueettfl,  aud  to  be  Buetaiued  by  a 
per  capita  tax   annually  aeseseed   upon  the 
population  iu  such  localities  as  may  choose 
to  adopt  such  a  system.    It  may  be  that  the 
proposition   oi  Mr.  Jui>d  is  not  all  that  it 
should  be.  as  regards  details  and  provisions, 
but  that  the  object  proposed  is  of  great  im- 
portance,  few  will  be  inclined  to  question. 
In  this  matter  of  free  public  libraries.  New 
York  is  sadly  wanting.    The  Astor  Library, 
as  we  have  often  had  occasion  to  complain, 
comes  far  short  of  being    what   its  founder 
probably    designed  it   to  be,    and  is  prac- 
ticaUy     a   failure     as    either  a    free      or 
pi^lio  JUbtary     iu     ^y  jy^t   8«nw   of 

"m  temm.  T^opiiTar  it  cerSKJTy' I^^no^ 
and,  «o  groatly  w  it  lacking  iu  mort  of  eb* 
oweofciala  of  a  public  Ubrary,  that  if^ 
Htoios  might  almost  as  well  bo  under  lor.k 
audkoy,  for  any  aooem*  tha  mMsm  of  tli» 
people  can  get  therofco 

Uthor  cities  im  our  aountry  bavo    fkmi 
tliH  load  of  ua  a  long  w;*y  in  rh.s  luattoi  of  » 
free  distribution  of  bonks  ann)ng  tho  people. 
Notably,  Iloiton  ha^,  u.  Uoi  sploodid  Publio 
Library,  mat  and  answorod  HiiccessloJIy  mil 
the  qnostious  and  ablitfations  to  tlio  syntera 
iH  a  practical  Hohomo.     Tboro,  l(iO,(K)0  vol- 
"mm  aro  open   to  tbrt  public  from   ten  to 
tlurteoji    hours    a   day.    aooordiug     to   tbo 
Mi^fisou.  and  nearly  one-fourth  of  these  hookn 
are  subject  to  tho  order  of  auyijody   wh.> 
wishos  to  tako  fcliam  home ;  the  sole  con 
dition    being    that     tho     applicant     sbtiU 
Kive  the  names  of  two  citizenfj    m  tofer 
encea.    It  ut  noteworthy  tliat  altho  jgh  the 
irtsues  uf  books  id    I8C9  were  ilH,(J77,  «l/ 
twenty  volumes  wore  lost  during  the   yoar. 
The  workings  of    the   lioston    Library    am 
adu)irt4blo  in  all  tboir  doUils.  and  it^  huocohs 
has  beeu  oomploto     Not  only  in  Btwfcou.  but 
in  Newton.  (Jharleatowo,  Hinghaoi.  CUbJhot, 
Cambridge,  Biottkluio,  Arlingfou.  Brighton. 
Wal^rtowo,  Lynn.  Lowell,  Kitchhurg,  Now 
Bedford.  Woicester.Vaud  «ouw  forty  othwr 
MasHachosetta  towns   aud    cities,  thd  fr«« 
libraiy   system  has  been  introduced   wi«,h 
marked    results.     New    libraneii   are   com- 
stantly  formiog  uH  ovw  tho  iMiU,  and   tbn 
o.ico    doubtful   problem    of    tba   safety    tf 
lending  books  to  tho  people  has   roceivod  ifji 
full  solution.    At  tho  West -in    (Jinc.mimti 
and  Ht.  Louis-publio  Ubrari.js  have  boen 
formed   which   promise   to  wjual  in  useful 
uess.  if  not  in  extent  mid  value,  the  pioneer 
institution    in    MohIuu       An.J    other   citn**. 
outside  of  our  own  State,  are  fully  ;iv»Ako  (.«» 
tho  possibilities  for  good   which   the  sysl,.»m 
enwraps 

In  England  a  free  library   act  ban  botin  in 
operation  since  Itm,  whoreby  iowi.Hof  li^a 
thousand    inhabiUnts     am    authonncd    t*» 
lovy  a  per  capita   (ux   of  .>n«  penny  for  li 
brary  purposes.    In   thirty  f..nr  tiwns  t,!K»s« 
taxes  aro  levied,   aud    thus  aio  supsK»rte«J 
twenty  r«foronce  Uhranort,  and    forty-four 
circulating    libraries,    aggregating    half   a 
million   volumes,     hkI    ismiiior  annnally  Ut 
the  people  three  million   Iioo'kh      Kranoa,  a 
year  or  two  ago.  could  i.omf,  to  throe  hun- 
dred    towns     and      vilUg«w    hivuig     ^r<^• 
public      libraries,      inatiagod       aud      mu)*- 
ported  by   some    similar    system      BKmd »« 
these,     thero     1  xmoiiy     w  •)  i       :M     p^ ,» 
vmcial  libraries    open    to    tiio  piiolic,  anri 
of  these  .303  were  both  retmea  o  aud  oiicn 
lating,  the  other  thirty-eigbt  being  e«clii 
sively    circulating    lil.rariOM.      I'he    rocorda 
show  that  three  years  ago  tho  freo  tnwn  lud 
communal    libraries    of    ri,ino«    i-.ontauKMl 
4,1^,000    volumes    and   44,0Ti)    mannHcriptn. 
Almost  every  large  town  in  Bolinnm  has  it« 
library,   long  ^tahlisbwi.   and  ^vitlnri   ,sn.^f 


reach    of    every    one    disposed   to    uso    it 
In  Germany  there  i#  a  system  of  VolkH  bihlp- 
otheken,  in  Berlin^eipsio.  aud  other  citios, 
which  puts  booJpTeely  into'  the  hands  of 
the  lower  cOasses^hil^  the  1)^  and  vain, 
able  collections  aro  open,  witHfcw  restrict 
tions,    tfrfni'more    critical   and   cultured] 
reader.    Even  Italy  has   for  several  yeara| 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  popular  circu- 
lating libraries,  and  at  least  thirty  town* 
and  cities  have  established  such  librarie 
8i©c<)  1861. 

The   intelligent  and  devoted  Superint^ 
dent   of    the   Boston    Public  Library,  Mr 
Justin  Winsor.   (whose  report  for  1809  has  I 
furnished  us  many  of  our  ligures.)  propose* 
even  the  further  popularization  and  diffu- 
sion of  the  library  treasures  in  his  charge. 
^  J  by  theestablishmentlof  branch  libraries,  like 
|3tho8e  of  our  Mercantile  Libraiy  Association, 
whereby  books  may  be  almost  thrust  into  the 
'  people's  hands.     There  is  something  humili- 
ating  in  the  reflection  that  our  City   and 
State  have  so  long  ignored  this  important 
subject,  and  that  we  are  today  so  far  in  the 
rear  of  other  States  and  countries.    It  is  cer- 
tainly to  be  hoped  that  the  bill  inti-oduced 
by  Mr.  Judd  will,  at  least,  serve  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  Legislature  to  the  necessity  of 
I  action,  and  so  pave  the  way  for  the  forma- 
tion of   numerous  libraries,  which  shall  be 
I  both  free  and  public. 
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Mr.  J.  S.  Stevens,  deserve  your  heary 
t'lanks  for  addinju  bo  much  to  your  re 
aources  fur  the  comin-  year,  and  also  the 
thanks  of  ilie  public  for  having  carri..! 
through  successfully  the  most  pleasing  and 
popular  entertainments  we  have  had  hen; 
for  many  years. 

The  Book  Committee.on  whom  devolves 
the  delicate  and  difficult  task  of  so  judi- 
ciously expending  the  limited  sums  at  their 
command  as  to  ^raduallv  add   new  riches 
to  the  treasures  already  accumulated,  and 
at  the  same  time  comply  as  far  as  pofsible 
with  the  popular  demand  for  works  of  tic 
tion,  have,  during  the  past  year,  followed 
more  closely  in  the  path  which  former  ex- 
ptrience  has  seemed  to  force  them  into,  and 
bave,  so  far  as  means  would  allow,  endeav- 
ored to  supply  all   books  called   for,  that 
were  not  decidedly  bad  or   worthless,  and 
of  very  popular  works  have  purchased  as 
many  as  seven  or    ei^ht  copies  at  once. 
The  result  has  seemed  to  justify  the  course 
Tor  whereas  in  1870,   11.123  volume!  only 
were  tak«n  from  the  Library,  In  thi«  pjist 
year  it  has  increased  to  lu,3«0  volumes. 

Fault  will  be  occasionahy  fouud  with  the 
Book  Committee  on  account  of  the  books 
selected,  but  >he  Committee  hope  the  pub- 
lic will  remembflr  how  hard  a  task  It  is  to 
please  everybody.     They  have  endeavored 
to    the    best    of  their    time    and    ability 
to  keep   them-selves  so   well   informed   in 
advaoce,  concerning  all  new  books  anpear- 
ing,  »nd  cotu;(  rniD«  the  tastes,  and  wishes 
otthe  Library    members,  as  to  please  the 
iireatest  number  possible,  intheirseleciions 
They  have  also  ma(!    it  a  point  lo  furnioh 
all  new  book*  promptly  and  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  the  first  notice  of  a  new  book  to 
tlie  subscribers,  is  the  book  itself,   on  the 
Library  shelves. 

In  the  caae  of  nearly  every  popular  new 
book,  the  patrons  of  the  Library  are  served 
b^f.ire  the  patrons  of  the  book  stores  are.  In 
order,  further  to  learn  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  wishes  of  subscriber:!  a  large  blank  book 
has  been  Constantly  kept  open  on  thft  Li- 
brarian's table  in  which  members  cmta  en 
ter  the  titles  of  books  desired.    In  the  ma- 
jority of  cases,  such   requests  have    been 
complied  wUh,  and  in  all  cases  carefully 
considered. 

It  will  not  be  understood  from  what  has 
been  stated,  that   none    but  books  of  an 
ephemeral  character  have  been  purchased, 
for,  on  the  contrary,  the  Book  Commftlee 
have  been  able  to  add   many  choice  stand- 
ard works  of  permanent  value   to  our  col- 
lection,   ff  ft   were   simply   and  solely  a 
mere  circulating  library,   to  supply  o»ly 
what  the  great  majority  of  book  readers 
call  for,  tlMK  rt,  in  one  word,  tke  last  new 
novel,  your  Directors  would  not  consider 
It  worth  so  much  of   thc'.r  time  and  labor. 
But  it  is  the  gradual  accumulation  of  stand- 
ard works  in   history,   biography,  travels, 
science,  art  and  polite  literature,  and  aot 
the  works  of  to  day,  which  are  forgotten 
and   dejpised    to-morrow,    tliat    make    a 
library    worthy    of  the    name,   and  that 
makes   It  worth  while  for  business  men, 
burdened  with  the  cares  of  life,  to  devote  a 
part  of  their  time  to  the  sacred  work. 

Another  part  of  the  proceediags  of  the 
Board  for  the  past  year  has  been  the  be- 
ginning of  an  attempt  to  catalogue  our 
b:>oks.  This  is  a  very  difficult,  laborious 
and  expensive  ta?k  which  has  been  too 
long  delayed,  and  ought  not  to  be  delayed 
longer. 

Every  subscriber  has  felt  the  need  of  a 
good  catalogue,  and  your  Directors  bave 
been  compelled  to  acknowledge,  only  too 
often   with  shame,  that    we    have    none 
They  have,  at  last,  felt  compelled  to  make 


than  at  the  present  momeu'.    Ir,  r  e\  e  •  had 
more  warm  fri(  nds  tlat  take  a  vital  inter- 
est  in  it,  than  now,  and  especially  unioug 
the  youth  of  the  city -the  one.s   whom  It 
ought    most    to     benefit.      Already    our 
shelves  are  too  few  for  the  books  we  own  ; 
and  at  times,  especially  of  Saturday  even' 
Jngs,  it  seems  that  our  rooms  are  too  small 
for  the  accommodation  of  our  subscribers 
And  yet,  are  not  324  a  very  small  number 
of  members  for  a  city  of  23,000  inhabit- 
antsy    If  each   number  of  tha  324  rrpr(. 
senfs  one   family  of  six  persons,  it  is  seen 
that  the  use  and   benetit  of  the  Library  is 
confined   to  a  population  of  about  2,000 
persons,  or  one-twelfth  of  the  city.    There 
lire  probably,  say,  1.10  more  persons  in  the 
city,   who,  if  they   wore  acquainted   with 
the  Library,  would   be    glad    to    become 
members.    It  is  only  a  question  f.f  how  to 
get  them  here,  and  to  that  end  every  mem- 
ber now,  ought  to  work,  by  using  his  influ- 
ence, by  trying  at  least  once  or  twice  In  a 
year  to   persuade  some    one    not    now  a 
member,  to  join.    The  directors  have   la- 
bored failhfullv  fi)r  years  to  Increase  the 
membership.     Let  every  individual  mem-' 
l*er  now  lay  hold  aud  help  too.     It   mi-ht 
double  her  membership  and  our  usefulness 
within  three  mouths.     Somethin«  like  this 
will  be  the   best  we  can   do  so  long  a.-  we 
have  to  make  tho  Library  support  Itself  by 
dues.     But  the  time  will  come,  before  long, 
when  elsjht  or  ten  ^ood  oitizens—luvers  n'f 
their  fellow-men— will  discover  how   im- 
ntenscly  useful  may  be  a  large,  free  public 
libr«Ty  and  reading  nwm  here  in  the  spot 
where  we  now  stand.     Large  library  rooniH 
above,    and    ample,'  well     lighted,     well 
warmed    reading    rooms   below,   stipplied 
with  all  the  principal   papers  and    p.-rlcMli- 
cals  of  the  country,  rvpresenting  all  shades 
of  opinion   and   belief,  and  opeo   day  and 
evening,  free  to  all  that  come,  men,  wwnen 
and  children. 

They  will  see— these  eight  or  ten  good 
citizens— lovers  of  their  fellow-men— thdt 
if  we  wish  to  become  more  intelligent,  bet- 
ter able   to  understand   and   vote   wisely 
upon  questions  in  politics,  p<ilitlcal  econo 
my,  law  and  morals,  we  must  make  the  in- 
dividual men  and  women  more  intelligent  ; 
we  must  put  the  means  of  becoming  better 
educated  within  their  easy  reach  ;  we  must 
give  them  the  newspaper,  which  is  to  day 
the  one  great  and  almost  only  educator  and 
leader  of  grswn  men. 

Most  Iboys  leave  school  at    thirteen  or 
fourteen .    What  baa  such  small  learning 
done  to  fit  them,  seven  or  eight  years  later, 
to  vote  on  questions  of   political  economy 
or  morals.    Nothing  whatever,  unless  it 
has  been  ftrflowcd  op  by  moA   reading  of 
various  views  and  opinions.     Wo  all  be- 
lieve that  our  free  schools  are  necessary  to 
our  free  institutions.    Bui  the  schools  fur- 
nish only  the  first  elements— the  A  B  C's 
of  education.    In   the   words  of  the  late 
a«»rge  Ticknor,  "Tber  awaken  a  taste  f<,r 
reading,  hut  ttinhh  to  tlie  publl^  notnlrg 
to  be  road    With  general  reference  to  the 
mass  of  the  community,  the  public  makes 
no  provision  whatever  by  which  the  hun- 
dreds of  young  persons  annually  educated, 
as  far  as  the  elements  of  learning  are  con' , 
oerned,  at  the  public  expense,  can  carry  on' 

And  if  any  of  m,  those  even  who   have 
had  the  mr>st   liberal  edocation,  will  stop 
and  consider  how  little  he   is  prepared  ti  i 
vote  Intelligently  upon    the   various   ques- 
tions of   the  day,  without   the  aid  of  the 
facta,  discussions  and  sifiilngs  of  these  ques- 
tions by  the  daily  press,  be  wJlI  not  wonder 
at  so  many  maj  >rit!cs  on   iho  wrong  ttde. 
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go  on  with  the  cataloguing,  and  the  Direc- 
tors esteem  themselves  especially  fortunate 
in  obtaining  her  aid. 

The  cataloguing  on  cards  and  prejmra- 
tion  for  the  prcs^  will  cost  flW.  the  pnnt- 
Ing.  perhaps,  as  much  mf>re,  but  the  Direc- 
tors confidently  expect  the  material  sop- 
port  of  the  public  In  oirrylng  the  project 
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it  worth  so  mach  of  their  lime  and  labor. 
But  it  is  the  gradual  accumulation  of  stand- 
ard worlcs  in  history,  biography,  travels, 
science,  art  and  polite  literature,  and  aot 
the  works  of  to  day,  wl^h  are  forgotten 
and  dejpiacd  to-morrow,  tt»*t  make  a 
library  worthy  of  the  name,  and  that 
makM  it  worth  while  for  basiBeas  men, 
burdened  with  the  cares  of  life,  to  devote  a 
part  of  their  lime  to  the  sacred  work. 

Another  part  of  the  proccediagf  of  the 
Board  for  the  past  year  has  been  the  be- 
ginning of  an  attempt  to  catalogue  our 
b;>oks.  This  is  a  very  difBcult,  laborious 
and  expensive  task  which  has  been  too 
long  delayed,  and  ought  not  to  be  delayed 
longer. 

Every  subscriber  has  felt  the  need  of  a 
good  catalogue,  and  your  Directors  have 
been  compelled  to  acknowledge,  only  too 
often  with  shame,  tiiat  we  have  none. 
They  have,  at  last,  felt  colhpelled  to  make 
the  venture,  and  have  dirt^ted  the  Book 
Committee  to  employ  some  suitable  peraon 
to  do  it,  it  being  an  utter  impossibility  for 
the  Librarian  to  undertake  so  great  a  task 
in  addition  to  her  regular  ;dutie8.  Abe- 
ginning  was  made  ^p  November,  by  Mies 
_  _  .^  J..  *"  "ibrarian,  and 
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lieve  that  our  free  schools  are  neo^saary  to 
our  free  institutions.  But  the  schools  fur- 
nish only  the  first  elements — the  A  B  Cs 
of  education.  In  the  words  of  the  late 
Uiorge  Ti(^oor,  "Tber  awaken  a  taste  for 
reading,  but  famish  to  the  public  nothlrg 
to  be  read  With  general  reference  In  the 
mass  of  the  community,  the  public  makes 
no  provision  whatever  by  which  thR  hun- 
dreds of  young  persona  annually  educated, 
as  far  as  the  elements  of  learning  are  con 
cerncd,  at  the  public  cxptense,  can  carry  on 
their  cducalioD  ^n^  tiring  H  io  paciicHl 
resulUi." 

And  if  any  of  u.-<,  tboce  even  who  have 
had  the  mf«t  liberal  education,  will  stop 
and  consider  how  little  he  is  prepared  to 
vote  intelligently  upon  the  various  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  without  the  aid  of  the 
facts,  discussions  and  siblings  of  these  ques- 
tions by  the  daily  press,  he  will  not  wonder 
at  so  many  maj  critics  on  the  wrong  tid»', 
givi'H  by  ni'-'n  who  never  or  but  seldom  see 
a  daily  paper 

By  reference  to  the  Tri'&sure'a  report  ac- 
companying, it  will  be  seen  that  of  the 
$2,180  29.  expended  in  1871— there  is  a  bal- 
ance yet  unexpended  of 
|8ll  45.  went  to  the  purch 
of  iKtoks.  The  remain 
ret'uir 


LIBRARY  MATTERS. 
Fall  Report  of  Its  CMitfltlon. 
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1  To  the  Memberi  ofM*  MtrtantHe    Library 
AstomUion,  L^dr9  Dept^^^t  : 
Gkntlkmen:— In    complfice  witlwthe 
I  requirements  of  scctinu  3,  of  bur  by-l^s, 
I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
I  Board  for    the  last  year  and  the  present 
cr;adition  of  the  Association. 

THE  PROCEBDINOS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  routine  business, 
I  selection  of  books^care  of  rooms,  auditing 
of  bills,  etc.,  your  Board  have,  during  the 
I  past  year,  continued  what  they  bad  under- 
taken iu  former  years— a  lecture  course, 
with  modifications. 

In  the  reiK)rt  of  the  Lecture  Committee, 
made  April  1,  1870.  for  the   lecture  season 
then  ending,  they  showed  a  toUl  net  profit 
I  of  $521.45.    The  report  of  the   aame  com- 
mittee in   May,  1871,  for   the  season  then 
cUwed,  was  not  so  favorable.     With  a  list 
of  lectures,  apparently  as  good  as  the  year 
before,  viz:    Jas.  E.  Murdock,  Justin  Mc- 
Carty,  Lillian  S.  Edgarton,  Anna  E.  Dick- 
inson, Mendelssohn  Quintette  Club    and 
Prof.  W.  0.  Richards,  they  had  to  report  a 
\om  OB  the  general  course,  of  $88.05.     And 
on  the  scientific  course  of  Prof.  Richards 
$117.29.      • 

None  bat  thoee  who  have  tried  it  know 
the  amount  of  hard  work— of  careful  econ- 
I  omy  Mid  prudent  jodgment  necessary  to 
carry  on  a  Lecture  Coarse.  Your  direct- 
ors were  naturally  very  much  dwcouraged 
with  this  result  of  their  labors,  and  with- 
out hesiution  shifted  position  for  the  sea- 
son throogh  which  we  are  now  passing. 

Without  entirely  withdrawing  from  the 
lecture  field,  holding  ourselves  ready  to 
secure  the  services  of  such  lecturers  as  will 


uui 

ft; 


in  all  proba^tj&i  prove  profitable  to  the 
public  and  ^  o%n  treasury,  we  yet  can 
not  deny  the  lact  that  a  certain  amount  of 
amasemcnl  or  the  gratification  of  a  cerUin 
curiosity,  is  demanded  by  the  public. 

They  do  not  — that  is  a  large  number  do 
not  —  desire  to  be  Uught.     But  everybody 
likes  a  little  recreation  or  amusement  now 
and  then.    And  If  your  Board  are  able  to 
ftirnish  such  recreative  amusements,  that 
shall  be  wholesome,  instructive,  and  at  the 
same  time  profitable  to  our  treasury,  they 
hope  you  will  not  disapprove  of  their  la- 
bors.   The  net  proceeds  from  the  "  Drum 
mer  Boy"  entertainmeny  in  September 
last,  were  %mA  33 ;  and  from  the  "  Esther 
Oritorio,"  in  November,   $300;    making 
the  very  handsome  sum  of  $®433  wbidi 
your  Lecture  Committee  have  made  for  the 
**    in  th's  season  of  1871-S,  and 
hey  have  turned  over  to  the 


go  on  with  the  cataloguing,  and  the  Dircc 
tors  esteem  themselves  especially  fortunate 
in  obtaining  her  aid. 

The  cataloguing  on  cards  and  prepara- 
tion for  the  press  will  cost  $150,  the  print- 
ing, perhaps,  as  much  more,  but  the  Direc- 
tors confidently  expect  the  material  sup- 
port of  the  public  in  carrying  the  project 
through  to  comoletion.  Meanwhile  the 
Librarian  has  begun  the  practice  of  cata- 
loguing on  GMds  each  new  books  as  pur- 
chased, H^y^^^^l  ^  ^^  great  aid  in  the 

larly  jn  the   year  we  found  ourselves 
impelled  to  face  the  question  of  a  new 
barpeU    The  matting  we  have  been  using 
will  last  two  or  three  years,  and  then  has 
to  be   renewed,  and  is  not,  at  best,  a  very 
good  carpet  for  a  library,  from  the  fact 
that  all    the    dust  sifts  through  it  and  re- 
miins  accumulating    under    it    from  one 
bouse  cleaning  tu  Miother.    As  the   result 
of   much  consideration  it  was  finally  de- 
cided to  select  the  beat  pieces  of  matting 
remaining  and   lay  them  down  as  before, 
for  the  south  room,  and  in  the  north  room, 
to  lay  down  a  new  ash  floor,  oiled,  on  top 
of  the  old  and  well  worn  floor  that  dated 
from  the  erection  of  the  building,  and  upon 
Ibis  smooth,  new    floor  strips  of  matting 
with  leaded  ends,  in  the  aisles  and  pa  sage 
wUysmost  frequented.    This  has  been  done 
and  we  now  have  a  floor  that  Is  sufficient- 
ly  well  c*rpc*«d  *<*  deaden  the  noise  pro- 
daced  in  walking,  and  yet  one  iniwhicb  alj 
the  carpets  can  be  n»lkd  out  of  the  way 
in   five      minutes     and    the   entire  floor 
thoroughly  cleansed.    The  toUl  cost  of  this 
improvement  was,  to  Duff  &  Co.,  for  ash, 
$34  40;  loG.  L.  Ryora,  foi-  laying  it  down 
and  oiling  it,  $28.85,  and  to  Day  Bros.,  for 
the  new    leaded    matting,    $45  —  In     all 
$109.25. 

Particular  mention  is  made  of  these  de- 
Uils  in  order  to  correct  any  false  impres- 
sion that  may  have  got  abroa<l. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  the  Li- 
brarian, Lecture  Committee  and  Treasurer, 
will  throw  further  light  upon  the  proceed 
ings  of  the  Board  for  the  past  year,  as  well 
as  upon  our  present  condition. 

From  the  Librarian's  report  it  will  be 
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myone 
h«f%ise,    as  also  a 
comparison  with   the   nporU  of  other  Li- 
braries will  show  : 

Total       For      Per 
Llbrtrle*  Exp«  n^e.  IkjokB.  Cent 

St.LoaU  Mercaatlk'.for  M  »«),iKW     ^\.m        !-« 
St   Louis  Public  School...  13,000       6.000         »-S 

Hifvard  C.illoge  W.00(»       S,50»         16 

Button  Free  Public 61.0«>      1».*W  U®!;* 

Peoria  Me rcaallle *.!»>  »»       <" 

It  will  tboa  be  seen  how  much  larger  a 
a  proportion  of  money  goes  into  books 
^ero  than  in  the  other  librariM  men- 
tloniid. 

One  other  item  in  the  Treasurer'.^  r^io 
is  worthy  of  comment.    Of  $2,478.18  re- 
ceived during   1871,  only  $l,W5  35came 
from  subscribers.    Subscribers'  dues  alouc 
did   not  supply    one-half   the  mf»ney   we 
needed  to  carry  on   the  Library  last  3  ear 
It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  ab"«>laUly  e<»m 
pelled  to  resort  to  nthf-r,  outside  meana  for 
funds  to  keep  the  Library  in  jj.>od,  tffltitnt 
working    1  ur    Over  |;8U0of  the  reuial^er 
came  from   the  Lcctun;  ( 'Miimitrre— was 
earned,  I  may  juaily  say,   by  that  Commit- 
tee ;  $500  is  credited   to  feola,  given  lo  us 
by  the  General  B<Mird,  which  has  the  entire 
and  exclusive  control  of  the  real  e^ate  be- 
longing to  the  Library  Associaticm. 

That  real  estate  consists  of  the  Library 
building  and  the  lot,  54x171  feet  back  to 
the  alky.  For  this  property  $10,000  was 
paid  in  1865,  and  it  now  brings  in  in  renU, 
annually,  as  follows,  viz.,  the  lower  por- 
tions of  thia  building  rents  to  various  par- 
ties for  the  total  sum  of  $%0,  and  tbe 
irround  r^nts  at  the  back  of  the  lot  bring 
In,  if  I  am  correct.  $300  naore  ;  ■  grand 
total  nf  $1,280  per  anQun.    The  Library, 


of  course,  pays  no  re 
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seen  that  our  present  number  of 
subscribers  is  288;   non-payin 
plimcnUry  from  the  *'  Drum 
Total.  324. 

Although  this  is  the  larg 

scrlbers  m  e  ever  bad.  yet         ^^ 

large  increase  over  some  M^rylfcR.  For 
the  year  1889  we  had  ^fe|»ylng  sub 
scribers ;  for  1870,  276 .  ('^^h  'i8«- 

In  1869,  10,501  volumes ^were  drawn 
from  the  Library  ;  in  1870. 11,123.  and  last 
year,  15,:i60.  January  1, 1870,  we  had  of 
bound  volumes,  5,911 ;  on  January  1,  1871, 
6,016,  and  January  1, 1872,  7,022. 

Our  Library  and  the  use  of  it  have  thus 
gradually  increased ;  but  the  use  has  In- 
creased, last  year,  to  a  greater  extent  than 
ever  before,  as  is  seen  by  comparing  thi 
number  of  books  l»ken  out  year  bifore 
last  with  last  year,  vit .  11.128  with  15.360, 
or  last  year  more  than  50  volume*  a  day 

thvnaehout  the  vear. 

Certainly  theLibrarvj|s  never  moro 
flourUhing,  more  popJIPl  ^r^nsefui 


rents  was  turned  over  to  the  Exchange 
Department,  and  concerning  the  diipod- 
Uon  ma^  of  it  we  know  nothing. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  say  that  your 
Directors  feel  under  great  obligation  to  the 
Librarian.  Mrt  Armstrong,  for  the  vcfy 
efficient  and  agreeable  manner  in  wbicAi 
she  has  perforaaert  the  arduous  am'  coo 
stantly  increasing  duflw  d*  herV^sition. 

All  of  which  is  re«pect*"ully  submitted. 
E.  S.  WiLLCox,  Ch'n. 
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OUR  FUTURE  LIBRARY. 


A  Yolummoiis  Report   froui 

the  Mayor's  Special 

4Do]iiinittee« . 


iriie  Bill  wfiicli  Is  To  Be  Pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature. 

Itn  FroTklons  Place  <3ie  Proposed 

Library  in  tlie  City  Govem- 

mcnt's   C(»itrol. 


Objections  to  the  Report  on  tlie  Part 
of  Certain  Committeemen, 


Its  Final  Acceptance    and   OfiicUl 
fndiH-senent. 


A  citizens'  meeting  was  held  at  the  citj  liaTI  on 
iMit  er«ning  to  \\atx  read,  aad  t;ilce  action  upon, 
the  vepcffi  uf  tbu  committeo  appointed  at  a  pre- 
vious raeeting  tu  make  mch  legal  inve^tigatiua 
a*  might  be  fuiiad  neccsBary,  aiid  to  frame  a  bill 
to  the  legialatai'e. 

_flon.  Tbuniaa  II«yne  vas  elected  (^airmail,  and 
jP  Lk  (iharey  aecret/try,  of  the  meeting. 

Me.  lioyue  Uica  rettd  the  reijori,  uhioh  w«a  as 
iollows : 

TTie  commMt^e  ajiprtnted  by  the  maTOP,  under  the 
rraiilution  adiJft^:*!*!  the  puMic  meeting  at  ciMcs;tS 
b  Id  at  liymoutii  church,  ou  Wabash  avenue,  oa  Ui4 
)4tli  of  Jaiiuxrjr  last,  tu  preiwre,  without  de!ay,  the 
a«>«df<U  leKMatifM  for  the  puri'OHe  of  Mtablishmrr  a 
free  public  library  iit  Chicago,  be^  leave  respetdf  iilly 
to  riyrt  th»t  your  oomniittea,  ooastitoted 
of  2a  miambMv  wiseljr  aeUvted  by  tbe 
mayor  so  aa  to  Include  appropr'nto  reprosenlatlTes 
of  all  the  wldcly-djft'pring  elenifiitj"  of  nat'ouahty  and 
ofrfnioB  of  rehg^on  and  politirs  that  ent«r  into  Uie 
lM,{e  ngi^rag^Uu  of  cosiuopolitan  population,  Itav* 
auree^l  with  aigna)  unauiiiiity,  upou  a  draft  uf  an  act 
which  to  aome  uxtcut  haa  already  r(>ci>iv>Ml  the  favor- 
able oonKideration  of  tbe  general  assemUly  of  thl8 
state  is  uuw  ]>endiug  before  tt,  and  can  be  put  upon 
tlH  iiBtuctdiate  nasaage. 

l*he  cocumittaa  found  that  a  "  Un  for  an  act  aatbor- 
lalni;  cUicn  of  thia  state  to  nstaldish  and  mnintaiu  fre« 
public  libraries  and  rcadinn-rooms"  had  been  Intro- 
duced ir  the  lowrr  house  of  tbe  funeral  aasembty  by 
Mr.  CsldireU,  in  Marclt,  1671,  known  as  ••  houae  bin 
Mo.  6&i."  bad  been  referred  to  a  comTnittee  and  re- 
ix>rt(d  l>ark  and  urdereil  to  a  second  reading  lu  April 
hmt.  'jfliia  bill  bciuK  still  before  thp  leKi^lator*", 
deatgiied,  as  any  goiivral  law  ninst  he  undor 
eur  couatitulion,  tu  bo  in  accord  with  tbe  general  cir- 
cuinvtaucaH,  mid  meet  tte  vps^twnk  of  thp  )>eopi«  in  ail 
the  cities  of  the  state,  has  b«m  made  the  ground, 
work  of  such  modiftcatlonR  as  it  is  bolievd  will  not 
retard  or  delay  action,  i»-ui!e  as  amended  it  cunipro- 
Iniaee  such  dillPTenccs  as  arise  out  of  onr  local  situa- 
tion. Your  C4)nini!ltre  entcrtuia  the  asKurcd  hoiw-  that 
tlie  bill  now  in  i>roj,rress  can,  with  tbe  ainMidment 
snggetitod  b.v  lliefn,  be  at  once  put  on  its  pssii^age  and 
become  the  law  of  the  atate,  under  which  all  future 
a<sii<in  may  betaken. 

Thp  Ihrrc  priaci}>a)  points  to  bo  oonsltlered  In  any 
k-ucli  bill,  will  neiH-njar,!-!  be  f>jnnd  to  arrange  thum- 
«^;lvi'<  ia  their  oidor,  as  follows :  I'irst,  the 
aiiio'M  t  of  tax  to  be  nuked  ui»on  the 
t  prf)perty        of        the        city,        for     tho 

•t  and  iuerease  of  the  Mbrary.  Second,  Iho  con- 
titioii  of  the  board  and  the  teniu-e  of  ofhcp  •>f  the 
l>wraotM  who  are  to  uianaf^o  ita  affairs  ;  and,  third,  the 
mode  of  their  aiiKJintmcnt.  Sub^ianlialiy,  in  tlna 
win  be  found  to  be  c«»ijin>«t-il  all  that  Ii»  cwcutial  to  be 
cotisldpn  d  in  any  jilan  wliirlj  \%  to  Iw  worVi-d  r.u^  in 
aecnriuf;  a  succuwful  a<lmiuistr»tiou  of  tbe  lustitu- 
tion.  ^ 

The  bill  jieasig  before  the  Rcner.Tl  sfscmlily  pre- 
▼  Jes   that  the  Sty  coumM  of  each  im   iritoraffKl  rltj, 
which  may  establish  and  tnainlain  apul>lio  library  snu 
rvadirg-room  for  the  use  and   bvneiit  of  thi»   inhsl>'- 
itatits  Kit  such  cily,  MNky  levy  a  tss  of  tmr  viUl  on  tUe 
dollar  on  all  the  tasaUe  proiierty  for  suoh  purpose. 
Your  coniinittet)   have  luserttsd  a  provlaiou  that  in  all 
rH!es  of  the  aisle  with  a  lopu^ation  of  over  lOW.f 
the  tax  lihs'l  not  exceed  one-jifth  of  a  mill,  w'"'>  > 
oorUinj;  i     i        -  atustiuu  of  taxahl)*  ]tr<>)" 
go,  will  I  alter  lliifi  year  jicld  an  . 

Its^  UiMii  ji  ini. 

The  hill  b  I  Utire  pr.iTided  for  a  txard 

ot  <lircTtors  ...   ...K,     iiiriiibcrs,    one-thtrd    of  whom 

.!  ,i' I  .tire  every  year,  to  lio  sppoiiited  by  the  city 
<  '"  ■  1:  *h,  iitki  i«.!,i<i  s)^ioiuted  to  «i<»<wi..  hy  1(4 
i' ; '  ■  >'T»  wto'i  hhall  reta  «  and 

'-■        :  I  that  J  criiHl,  the  ;     i.        .^   ap- 

pciiiled  sll  hold  oflire  for  tliiite  years. 

Tlie  only  nfKl(ru;ition  of  thu  prorisjoa  which  your 
otinmiltee  projioce  is,  that  tbe  spjHiiulroeut  shall  be 
ill  the  mayor,  with  the  iifnnrtmal  of  the  »mirit.  The 
othf-r  clau.-tm  may  be  ocnmidcreil  siibsidisry  to  tin 
main  dcHi^jn,  but  »t  is  hoped  that,  the  two  priiicij  :il 
Buxlilnstions  nljove  sti^gested  being  accepted,  no 
dimi  ul»5  will  bf!  uiade  aa  to  other  clauses  sng(!;ested  l>> 
yonr  coiiimittce. 

tine  oi  tliMM  CdiMSems  the    pow*r  of  Uio  board    t 
eadoslrelj  mans-'i*  anil  r.iitrol  thi-  expenditure  of  a'l 
monej-s  r.ii.'»ed  b  .  and  that  I  he  saw.*  flmll  I  . 

drawn  out  i.i  tin-  ■  inner  as  otlier  moneys  in  llir 

ooriKiratioii  tri4wury, — ouly  upou  properly  autheul  - 
rated  v"Uil<^r9  of  (hi«  hbtary  Ijoaru  ;  that  the  b.^ri 
ma  >    ^  •  s  of  money  by  i;rant,  derine,   ov 

bc'i  trutti!    aa    donors,    devisori>    <m 

Krani.iis         lu  ly         apiH>int         for         the  sup 

port  of  the  general  object,  and  that 
when  any  hbrjiry  building  is  to  be  erected  <»r  leased, 
the  ssie  selected  shall  l>e  br^t  approved  by  the  com- 
mon counoil. 

Power  is  nlno  Cfinferrri'dnjion  Ihe  common  eotmci 

to  I  n*»i  am   t  ri'imsni  !■  wh!,  h  ii.n\  lirrialli-r    V,p    found 

ae^  T  ;  aii.l  inflict 

pv  .1                       "«. 

1  111  earm-Btjy  urge    u|Mtn   cilizena 

th<  jit  a<  (!in>,  and    tlis!  Ih*»  bi'l   ri.>w 
a«  i' 
Wi', 
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the  ox|ienditure  uf  all  moneys  c«ll*cte<Vto  the  credit  of  f 
the  lihi-ary  fuud,  und  of  flio  construction  of  any  libra- } 
ry  Luuldiog,  sutl  of  the  aai>ei-vii<imi,  ras«,Jmd  oastody  I 
ol    tho  (<rouudb,    rooms,    or    buildings  countructed,  I 
leased,  or  t-at  aj>art  for  4lua  -puriHMe,    provided  that  i 
all      moneys    received    for    Buch    hbrary    shall    be. 
ItpeKitad      in      the       Itveaaury      -of       said        city' 
f;>       the       orefltt       at       <tke         library         fund, 
Kiid  Hhay  be    kp|it    sp,pnrc.«(i    and    n'mi-t    from    other '. 
inonej-s of  such  cUj, auddxawa  -upon  by  the  projier ( 
i^liiceisot  saldciij,  upon  tbo  pn.icily   i»utu.;mii  lacU  ' 
\ouchei's  of  Uie  library  board.    Said  board  shall  have- 
power  to  occupy,  lease,  or  erect  an  appropriate  build- 
iuK  or  buildingB  for  the  uao   of  said   library,  aot   ax- 
Ijondingtromthe  bbniry  tmid   tn   ngr  oue  3*ar  ■)»( 
bufldiiig  more  than  half  the   luccune   of   such    year  ; 
shall     have     power     to  appoint   a    suitable    lubra-' 
riaii  and  nacaasaiy  aaaistantB,  *aH  «haa  la  general  < 
carry  uul  the  spirit  and  intent  of  this    act    In    estub-i 
lishin;;  and  niuiutaiuiug  the    best   pubhc    library  and  ' 
read!iig-r.)om    wifh    ths    menaa   at  their   disposal ;  '■ 
provided,  fa  waver,  that  no  purchase  or  lease  of  land, 
buildings,  or  rooms,  and  no  order  or  contract  for  the  , 
erection  or  construction  of  buildiUKS  shall  takn  effect  | 
without  the  ]>rMrioa8  approval  of  tbe  aaafror  add  eom- 
moii  council  of  tUo  city, 

Hac.  6.  Uver}  library  and  reading-reora,  estaMiahed  : 
under  this  act,  khalllie  Ttnever  tree  to  the  use  df  the; 
inbabitants  ol  thn  city  where  lo<ttte^l,  always  subject  j 
to  Huth  rsanonable  rales  and  regulutious  m  the  library  i 
lioard  may  Jind  necessary  to  adopt  and  publish,  in ! 
order  to  render  the  use  of  ssta  ttbrary  and  reading- 
rwjiii  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  greatest  nunilier  ; 
bUd    may  eraclade  aad  oat  off  from  the  um  ol  said 
.ibmry  and  readit)g-rf>om  any  and  aS  i^crsuua  who 
bh.ill  Mi'fully  v.olate«u<  h  nries. 

Bfco.  7.  TneaiMtifi8ra<of  directers  shall  make  an 
annual  report  to  tlie  city  council,  stating  the  condition 
of  their  truht,  the  various  sums  of  money  received ' 
from  the  library  fund,  and  fr(-m  otli  r  sources,  and 
how  such  asoneys  have  been  expended  ;  the  aumber  of 
books  and  periodicals  on  hand ;  the  number  added  by 
purthaae,  gift,  or  otharwisa,  during  )he  year  ; 
the  number  lost  or  missing ;  the  number 
of  Tinitors  attending ;  ib»  numtier  of  booke  | 
loaned  out,  and  the  general  charactar  and  Vhid  <(  sa.  h 
iKK^ts;  ariih  sack  otitrr  etetMtioa,  Information,  and 
Bucgcstione  as  they  laay  deem  of  Ksneral  lut.^rBst. 

t-E-.  «.  In  cities  esooedlBg  lOO.OfiO  Inhabitants  Ihe  j 
tax  aathoriaed  to  be  toTied  by  ttda  act  siuUl  aot  exceed 
tiM  eaas  «t  eae  ftfth  of  one  oslil  a^aually,  snrh  tax  to 
be  levied  aadoon«cied  iu  iilce  mauaer  with  other  4(eu- 
eral  taxes  of  sa'd  city. 

Sao.  V,  '11i3  oommoa  emia«il  of  aatd  city  ahaR  hate  ' 
power  to  pass  ordmaucea  Imposiug  suitiUJe  |>enallles 
for  the  punishment  of  peraoiM   oomniittlrg    injury 
upon  suehlibiary  er  tbe  (TMUtda  or  ctlMT  fMifxtf  i 
thertof. 

8x0.  10.  Any  person  dr«iring  ti  make  d  matlona  of 
money  or  real  estate  for  the  benem  of  ench  library, 
shall  bar*  the  ri(M  to  Test  tbe  ttUa  to  the  moaey  or 
real  o«tstte  ao  daaaled  ia  the  board  of  direct<<rs  (%«ated 
under  this  art,  ta  be  hold  snd  controlled  by  such 
board  when  aoaapted,  a<x«rdlug  to  the  terms  of  the 
duod  of  gift,  dcTise,  or  bequest  uf  aacb  pr^erty  :  aad 
as  to  Rui  h  iro]  eriy  ths  said  board  ahali  be  held  aud 
oonsidere<l  to  be  special  trastees. 

Lrle  King  had  oaa  objeotioa  to  thk  lalL  It 
made  the  library  a  city  oonc«m,  goTemed  mad 
controlled  by  the  city.  The  fuither  the  library 
(and  everything  elae)  vras  kept  from  the  oommoD 
oonncil  Ute  boUer,  in  his  <minion. 

Mr.  B.  0.  Laraed  did  aat  agiea  wHh  kirn. 
The  city  waa  to  support  DMUmury.  and  why  not 
give  the  city  ita  own.  Hur^tver,  if  a  hx»tion  f i>r 
the  builfJing  were  to  be  decided  on,  he  didn't 
think  the  committee  would  wa:nt  to  do  li  without 
the  consent  of  Um  ooiMlwl,  who  repr'-^out  tho 
people.  ''^"^ 

Mr.  Wickiahaju  supports  Lylo  King. 

Dr.  liartlett  nskcd  if  any  geutlcman  could  in- 
form the  meeting  how  tbe  fioatou  library  was 
mn. 

Mr.  ShorcT  replied  that  tbe  Bo^ttm  library  waa 
established  by  an  ordinance,  with  the  aimo  gen- 
eral provisiona  as  tuo.>c  of  this  t>ill  auder  a  gen- 
eral law  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  adopt'on  of  the  bill  aa 
prcficnted. 

BIr.  El       '•    ^  '      lIcwas\^ithLyleKing 

aa  to  th"  ;  i>  of  the  aldermen. 

Mr.  Lar  i<-«l  hnuHy  otlerod  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  carried  : 

]:<  :  lira}.  That  we  approve  of  the  bill  In 
publio  library,  whbli  has  beon   rejiorled 
mttlee  ap|H>ii>ip*l  at  the  pri^vious    laesttag^ 
onraeoators  and  representatives  be  eaniwfl.       . 
ed  to  a<e  their  utmost  efforta  to  secure  tbe  passage  of 
tbe  fame,  at  the  present  aeaeion  of  the  legMature. 

Awo/eiirf,  That  a  committc,  to  conaist  of  each 
nBTiber  as  the  chairman  shall  deem  expedient,  ahall 
bo  Appointed  by  him  in  behalf  of  this  roeetlnp,  to  go 
to  Btirin^Aeld  and  tsks  such  action  as  may  be 
ne-ps-         1,1  o'<>sga of  this  biU. 
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ioUows : 

T]ie  eoisxoitUe  eiiftolntrd  by  Um  mayor,  under  tbe 
reaoIulioQ  adoittcd  mt  tiio  public  JBMttM(  ot  ciMi«ai 
h  Id  at  I'lyrooulu  church,  on  Wsbasii  avenue,  ou  th« 
8tli  of  JBiiuar;  last,  to  j)rt*pare,  without  dt^'ay,  the 
nMdfol  }«f;iiil»Uaii  for  the  pur].(»<«of  eBtabliuliiB-^  • 
tree  public  library  iu  Chicago,  beit  leave  retii)oc4f  iiUy 
io  rivort  that  yuor  oonuuittee,  oonstitat«id 
(rf  2a  merab«r»  \riB«dy  Mk«tod  by  the 
mayor  bo  as  to  Include  uppropriuto  represent ativca 
o{  nil  the  widely-diHcriiig  elenK-utin  of  nationality  and 
opiuHW  of  religiuu  aad  ix^itica  that  enter  into  the 
laTeio  agKreg^tu  of  cuaiiwpulitaa  population,  have 
kKieed  with  Mi|{»al  uuauiiiiity,  q]k>u  a  draft ul  an  act 
wliich  to  souje  oiJeut  haa  already  received  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  tho  genoriU  acseinbly  of  thU 
state  is  now  pending  before  it,  and  can  be  put  upon 
ilH  iuiuiudiato  piissa^e. 

The  c<«iatiltee  fuuud  that  a  "  bin  for  an  act  antbor- 
Izin^  cititii  of  this  ('late  to  cBtabhuh  and  nifiiutaiu  free 
public  libriu-ioa  and  rcadiiiB-rooms"  had  been  lutro- 
ducud  ir  the  lower  liouse  of  the  general  awoinbly  by 
Mr.  Caldwell,  in  Mardi,  1871,  kuowii  aa  "  hoiute  bill 
Nol  66a,"  had  IwMMi  referred  to  a  committee  and  re- 
portid  l«ck  aud  ordered  to  :t  second  readiug  lu  April 
liiHt.  Thia  bill  being  still  before  the  iu|$Ulktut'e, 
designed,  aa  any  geuorul  law  nmst  bs  itndor 
our  (;<niatitu(iuii,  to  bo  in  accord  with  the  general  cir- 
cujivtauces,  aud  meet  tl»e  approval  of  the  people  in  all 
the  citiua  of  the  Bl;ite,  has  been  made  tba  grouud, 
work  of  such  inodiflcutiouH  as  it  is  b(>lievod  will  not 
retard  or  delay  action,  while  ais  aiaeuded  it  cmupro- 
iniaee  euth  diilrrencca  as  arise  out  of  onr  local  Mitua- 
Oon.  Your  committpe  entertaiu  the  a8!<ured  ho|>e  that 
the  bill  now  in  proi^ieaa  can,  with  the  aiuMidment 
i<u,';f;«'»^'d  bv  them,  be  at  once  i>ut  ou  its  passage  aud 
become  the  law  of  tlio  state,  under  which  all  future 
a4;tiiiu  may  b#takeii. 

The  tbre«  priucjpal  points  to  bo  considered  in  any 
*.uch  bill,  will  neccEsarjlv  be  found  to  arraugo  thcm- 
eiclvei«  in  their  order,  m  follows :  F)rBt,  ti»c 
ainonnt  of  tax  to  be  roibcd  ujiou  the 
i  '        property        of        tlio        city,        for     tho 

«i  and  iucreaue  of  tlie  Ubrary.  Second,  tho  con- 
ution  of  the  board  aud  the  tenure  of  ofllce  of  the 
l.jfBOua  who  are  to  niunagc  its  atfaii-B  ;  and,  third,  the 
m(vdB  of  their  aiipointniciit.  Kubstantially,  in  tliia 
will  l>e  found  to  bo  c«*ipriscd  all  that  ia  etscutiat  to  be 
considered  in  uny  plan  which  in  to  ba  worked  ouMn 
securing  a  auccoisful  adiuluistratiou  of  the  iustilu- 
tiou.  j»- 

The  liill  pentpic  before  tho  general  npsembly  pro- 
▼  des  that  tho  rilty  cuuucil  of  each  jiicijriKirated  city, 


which  may  establish  aud  maintain  a  public  library  auu 
r.-a-ding-room  fur  the  »ue  aud  benefit  of  the  inhab> 
ituiita  of  such  city,  i«*y  levy  a  tax  of  wir  11(17/  ou  tUe 
dollar  on  all  the  taxable  pr<Ji.erty  for  such  purpoe*-. 
Your  committee  have  iut«ertod  a  proviaiou  that  iu  all 
cilk's  of  the  slate  with  a  lopulatiou  of  ovi^r  Hx«,i">'iii 
the  tnx  shall  not  excj^od  one-lifth  of  a  mill,  wbU  1  ,  ; 
cording  to  tlie  valuatiou  of  taxable  proi»ert..  iii  t'nic; - 
go,  will  probably  allyr  lliia  yeariitld  au  iiicoii.o  of  lut 
ksM  than  iC<),000  per  annum. 

The  bill  before  the  li'triHlature  provided  for  a  board 
ot  diroctora  of  nine  members,  one-third  of  whom 
ahall  retire  every  year,  to  be  appoiuted  by  the  city 
council ;  the  tirat  board  api»ointed  to  decide  by  lot 
Ui>ou  the  three  mcnibers  who  bhall  relaiu  the  /rut  aud 
Meoiui  years  ;  hh  after  that  period,  tho  membtra  ap- 
I>cinted  all  hold  oftlee  for  il,iM  years. 

The  only  n»o«liru:;ition  of  itiu  iirovisiou  which  your 
comuiUtee  pri>iH>Ho  i«,  that  the  appointment  ahull  be 
ill  the  mayor,  with  the  Ufj)ir<>va'.  v/  the.  council.  The 
oJhir  clauVcs  may  be  coiiHidered  subsiduiry  to  ihe 
main  de»i;{u,  but  it  In  hoped  that,  the  two  prlncii/al 
mo<lilitatioii«  above  BUKt{i«ted  being  accepted,  no 
dimeulty  will  be  made  an  to  other  clattsea  sugi^eated  by 
your  committee. 

One  oi  thot«!  concerns  the  power  of  tlio  board  to 
f^clnslvely  mana.'e  and  control  the  exprnditnrr  of  all 
moneys  raised  by  the  (ity,  aud  that  the  samn  ►  hall  be 
dnuru  out  in  the  Banie  mauuer  as  other  moneys  iu  the 
ouTiiomtiou  treasury,— only  upou  prt>perly  autheuli- 
cated  vouciiei  B  ot  tho  bbiaiy  boaru  ;  that  the  board 
may  receive  donations  ol  mouey  by  grant,  devibe,  or 
bequest,  upon  such  trustrf  as  domirs,  devibors  or 
ijrantoni  may  appoiut  for  the  suit- 
port  «t  the  general  object,  and  that 
when  any  library  bnlldiuf?  Is  to  be  erected  €«•  leaKecl, 
the  site  FelecUd  shall  bo  turst  ai>proved  by  the  eoni- 
mou  cuuncjl. 

I\m-er  is  alHO  conf errred  ujion  the  comrtion  council 
Uipaasaiiv  ordinance!  which  may  herralter  be  found 
necessary  to  protect  the  Ubrary  proiw^rly  ;  and  lulhcl 
punishment,  if  uece«<iiar>,  upon  offeuders. 

rhe  committee  would  earnestly  urge  upon  citizens 
the  necesnily  Oi  prompt  actlou,  and  that  the  bill  now 
as  drafted,  containing  the  amendments  to  the  oriuiual 
bill,  bfhfut  forward  to  tho  rei.reseutativuf  of  thia  city 
an<l  county  at  Sprmgfield,  with  a  Tiew  to  the  Imme- 
diate iiaesage  of  the  whole  lu^  It  is  a  circumstance 
worthy  of  uote  that  the  eeUblishmsut  of  a  free  jiubbc 
Ubrary  in  Chicago  hts  become  a  fact  of  i,atiou8l  ng- 
uilieaiii.e  aud  world-wide  repute.  The  uoble  and  gen- 
eroun  elTorts  which  the  friends  of  Uierary  progress— 
Kuglish  autliori«and  slfltesmen,  are  making  lu  Eng- 
land, to  e:  tubliHh  this  lilrrar>',— «>""♦.  "'"1  *'ll  luHUre 
to  thia  city  aiul  ktate  auch  a  fuuudalioii,  as  that, 
under  the  tircumBtantes,  and  from  the  na- 
ture of  those  an!.i>ciation»  conucctiu;?  theniRelve.i 
with  its  origin,  no  other  city  ui<ou  this  coBtineut  will 
ever  p<jsik;ss.  Tho  intellect oal  cUarityof  Thomaa  llughi-s 
and  bis  honorable  associates,  to  supply  the  greiit 
doiuuiid  for  litersrv  fmid  in  behalf  of  our  i>eople, 
should  be  pronipUy  met  by  uirdial,  grateful  and  re- 
siKmsive  acUon,  This  action  is  »o  manllcatly  the 
rec<ignili«n  bv  some  public  law  of  onr  statf,  providing 
the  means  necj  wary  to  preserve  and  maintain  the 
gre«t  trust  the>  are  atjout  to  confide  to  the  care  of  tho 
4-ity,  that  uo  tune  should  be  UjsU  A  scuae  of  the  sclf- 
ieil.»et  anddi»;nilv  due  from  ournelves  and  the  peo- 
ple ever— <jt  her  wise  we  should  appear  IndifTerent  to  all 
mtnffot  gratlHule—»hi>uld  animate  our  purpose  aud 
tnmiire  our  «eal  aud  determluatiou,  to  aucceed,  as 
tniicsKO  only  can  succeed  when  ahe  undertakes  so 
greit  and  useful  an  enterprise  as  the  prejient. 

What  cau  be  made  a  prouder  circumstance  in  the 
hlstoryof  what  has  hitherto  been  the  most  unexam- 
pled u»«'  aitd  progross  of  any  city  whith  has  ever  ex- 
lated,  than  that  lh«'  period  of  ita  greatest  calamity 
wa«  also  the  ]  eriod  from  which  It  datM  Its  trrwitest  lit- 
erary ■ml  moral  adranc^uMint,  and  that  ».uie  by  aide 
with  ttsiadoniitabte  cutnmercial  spirit,  went  thence- 
forward also  the  genius  of  our  highest  modern  dirlU- 

l.el  this  great  free  Ubrary  be  established,  and  It  will 
bectitne  th<!  grandnsl  memorial  of  the  (?re«t  calamity 
whicb  deetroyed,  Biiu  the  si)lHt  aUo  of  that  ,;-ople 
who  so  mpidlv  r«wtored,  our  city  ;  tlial  unexampled  at 
had  h>-vm  IU  laU,  lU  rise  was  i4til  gre^r. 

l^-t  It  Iweunn-  al^j  the  monument  of  thai  w<>rl<l-w.'!i' 
^Ymim'  li   illnotrstfs  the  aj?e;  whiJe  It  wiU  fir- 

^r  r  •   <■'(  irar-terl?^   th^  energy  and  spuit  of 

ths  peouM  w  ou  iu«tMi««l  and  raM«d  it . 

Cbalrn.aii  of  Connnitteo. 

Tbe  law  as  KiuenUeil  wm  re»«i  bjr  the  sccrcUurv, 
vul  is  us  fuliuwa; 
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«J.  9.  Ihj  oummoB  oouaeil  of  said  ctiy  sbalFliare 
power  to  pa^^s  ordmaueea  in^osiag  mitalde  penalties 
for  the  punishment  of  jiersoiis  oooamittlTie  injury 
upon  such  libiiwry  or  tlM  ^^o«nds  or  other  p(«i'«i'^ 
Lhert4>f. 

Sku.  10.  Any  ^lerxon  desiring  1 1  make  d  >natioBS  of 
money  or  rest  estate  for  the  b*"**^  ^  such  library, 
shall  have  tha  right  to  vo^t  the  title  to  the  mottey  or 
real 04tate  so  d<juated  in  the  boartl  of  directors  oroated 
under  thia  act,  to  bs  held  aud  controlled  by  such 
board  when  aoospted,  aceoidlng  to  ths  terms  of  the 
dtHMl  of  gilt,  d«Tis«,  or  bequest  of  stMh  l>ro^rty  ;  aud 
as  to  such  prM)erty  tlw  said  board  shall  be  held  aud 
ooBsidereil  to  be  speeW  trastese. 

lijXc  King  hud  OU8  objection  to  this  bilL    It  i 
made  the  librurj'  a  city    cuiicern,    governed   aiid 
cuntruUcd  by  ihe  city.     The  f  uitber   the    library 
(and  everything  else)  was  kept  from  the  common 
cuuucil  the  better,  in  bis  opinion. 

Ur.  U.  C  learned    did    not   acie*  with  bim. 
The  city  vim  to  support  the  bbru^-,  and  why  not ! 
give  the  city  ita  own.     Murcuver.  if  a  kication  fur  | 
the  building  were  to  be  deciduu  on,    he  didn't  ■ 
think  tbe  cummittc*e  vrotdd  want  to  do  it  withont 
the  coiuient  of  the   oounoil,  who  represent  tho 
people.  ^fl«*' 

Mr.  Wiokiaham  supported  Lylc  Kiug. 
Dr.  BartU'tt  aski'd  it  any  gentleman   could  in- 
form the  meeting  how  tbe  Itostou  library  wa^ 
ruu. 

Mr.  Shorcv  replied  that  the  Button  librai-y  wrh 
CHtablished  by  an  ordiiitince,  with  the  srune  gen- 
eral rro'/ifiioiis  as  tbo.so  of  this  bill,  uudcr  a  gen- 
eral law  of  tbe  state. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  the  adoption  of  tho  bill  u;> 
prcBcnted. 

Mr.  Eldridge  objected.  lie  was  with  LyleKinjj 
an  Ui  the  keening  sctit  free  of  the  aldermen. 

Mr.  Lamed  finally  offered  the  following  rcsolu- 
tioiu?,  which  were  carried  : 

Jii'-'iiilncil,  That  we  ftpi»rove  of  the  bill  in  rmwct  to  a 
pubHo  library,  which  baa  been  rei)orlcd  bJ*Bje  com- 
mittee ap{K>inted  at  the  previ<mB  meriting,  ,^ud  that 
onr  senators  and  repn-sentatives  be  pamwtly  roqnr*t- 
ed  to  use  their  utmost  ellorts  to  Be?uro  the  i>aa<>age  of 
tho  same,  at  the  preiient  sf'ssion  of  the  legislature. 

iicjiutci'd,  Tli^t  a  comniitte",  to  consist  of  such 
nmiber  as  Iho  cbairmau  shall  deem  expedient,  shall 
ha  appointed  by  him  in  behalf  of  this  meelint,-,  to  go 
to  Sprlngfleld  and  take  such  action  as  may  be 
ncoessary  to  further  Hie  psesagstrf  this  biU. 
Tho  luf  tin-T  f.  inn  >  Ijuurned. 
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A  MINISTER  IN  A  PRLSON  CELL. 


Ho  Acknowledges  Uttuvrfally  Abstract- 
ing' Books  from  the  Theologi- 
cal Library. 
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>\  liHt  lie  Has  to  Say  of  UimKeU'  and  of 
His  Conduct. 


For  Momo  weeks,    if  not   months,    past    books    not 
lohargwl  on  the  circulation  bookfi  were  discoTwred  to  l>e 
diiuippeariiig  from  the  Bhelrira  of  the  Theological  and 
KeligiouH  Library  in  this  city.      This  library  is  depos- 
ited in  the    Public  Library  Building  on   Vine  street, 
litis  under  the  librariana,  and  subject  to  the  rules   of 
that  library.    By  compliance  with  certain  terms  b  >ok« 
can  be  reiocved  from  that   library.     It  is  an  old  insti- 
tution, which  has  lieen  fed  by  donations  and  private 
subscriptions,  gifts,  and  the  like,  from  parties  inter- 
ested    in     the     enterprise.      Its  books    are    given 
|out    in    the    same    manner      as       the      books      of 
[the    public    library,     and    on  similar      oouditionx. 
The    booke    and  the  magazines  of  this  library,  how- 
|cver,  are  not  mingled  with  those  of  the  main  library, 
which    is    supi)orte<l    by    taxation.      They  are   kept 
together   In  u  separate  ro<jin   in  the  third  story  of  the 
building,  and  asuffieient  number  of  assistant  librarians 
are  put  iu  charge  over  them, 

PATRONS  OF  TBK   RKLIGI0U9  LIBRARY. 

If  was  to  he  exiiected  that  religious  i)ersoiw,  chiefly 
Diiuisters,  would  consult  this  library  chiefly,  and  such 
has  been    the  case.    For  this    reason,  as  well  as    to 
widen     its     usefulness,    there     hare     been     larger 
lUicrtiis  allowed  to  its  patrons  than    to  those  of    the 
majn  library.    They  have  lieen  allowed  access  to  the 
shelves,  and  have  been  permitted  to  take  the  books  out 
at  will,  and  read  and  consult  in  the  room.    The  sam** 
h.is  been  the  practice  in    regard    to    the    magazines 
on  its  tables.     In  the  main  library  none  but  librarians 
have  access  to  the  shelves.    Stealing  books,  or  taking 
them  away   without  having  them  cbargod,  would  t>e 
next  to  impossible  in  the  main  library.     In  the  theo- 
logical library  this  was  not  to  be  anticipated. 
THK   HUSPlCIOfi    AND  THK    LOOKOUT. 
The  (ll-tcovery  of  the  llhsplctous    disappearance  of 
Looks,  as  stated  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  wax 
followed  by    an  Increase  of  the    unaccountable    ab- 
senteeism of  th«>«e  dwellem  in  the  shelves.    Suspicion 
was  excited,  and  a  watch  was  set  to  discover  the  sucret 
of  these  mysterious  departures.    This  watch  had  been 
kept  up  several    weeks,  when  only    a   day    or  two 
ago        the        Rev.        Stephen        Morgan,        a        li- 
censed   minister     in     the     Baptist     Church,    wu> 
resid<«  at  the  town  of  Cheviot,  hapi)ened  to  Iw  almost 
alone  in  the  library.     When  lie  entered,  acerUin  vol- 
ume of  sermons  was  known  to  be  in   its   place  on  tbo 
slidvts.     When  he  went  away,  examination  lesulted 
in  the  discovery  of  the  absence  of  this  volume  of  »or- 
mous.    This   volume   was  not  «liaiK«i  on    the    biwks 
against  any  one.     It  prove<l   the  culminating  circtim- 
btance  which  fastened  suspicion  so  strongly  upon  thai 
gentleniau  as  to  determine  a  descent  upon  his  study. 

TUK  ARREXT  AND  TUB  KKCUVKRY. 

Accordingly,  a  list  of  missing  books  which  Mr.  Mor- 
gim  was  suspected  of  having  appropriated  was  pla«red 
in  the  hands  of  betectlves  Orr  and  Hatley,  of  the  po- 
lice force  of  thU  city.  Ye««tcrday  they  sought  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  found  him  in  his  study,  In  the  Baptist 
Church,  at  Cheviot,  where  he  says  he  has  been  preaf'h- 
Ing  for  several  weeks.  The  object  of  the  vt«'  was  made 
known  promptly  to  Mr.  Morgan,  and  he  said  to  the  de- 
tectives: "There  are  the  books,  gentlemen;  you  can 
take  them."  The  iKJoks  and  the  young  minister  were 
brought  to  the  city— the  former  were  put  in  the  Chief's 
offu*.  thel«tterlna<>cll  at  the  Ninth  Street  Station 
House,  where  be  remained  all  night,  awaiting  a  hear- 
ing before  the  Police  Court  to-day. 

MST    OP    IK)OKH    MiaHKD. 

The  following  Is  a  list  of  »)ooks  that  detectives  Orr 
and  llatley  .recovered  at  the  study  of  the  Baptist 
(  burch,  In  ChPviot,  ywterday,  and  which  correspond 
with  tbo^e  misse  I.  The  dates  indicate  the  times— not 
when  the  books  were  taken— but  when  they  were  first 
discovered  m  neHlier  in  the  lH»rary  shelve*  mr  charged 
on  the  library  books :| 

August,   1871.— Arvlne's  Encyclop«Mlla  of  HeHsjioua 

Jan.  22,  1«71.— West's  Analysis  of  the  Bible. 

.Tan.  22,  1S71.— St»M'kt«n's  .S-rmons  to  the  1  eoph'. 

Jan.  2.'?,  1871.— Waylaud's  Moral  .Sciouce. 

Ian   '23   1871.— Watson's  Sermons  (2  vols). 

Jan!  23,'  IW?!.— Eadie  on  IHvine  I-ojo. 

Jan.  -23,  l«71.-lk)dge's  Outlines  of  Theology. 

Dec.  21,  1871.— itobinsou'sClreekand  hn^lish   Lex - 

"uec.  21. 1871.— OeaMila's  Hebrew  and  Kngllsh  Lex'.- 

*^"Dec.  23.  1871.— Lange's  CommenUry  on  St.  .Tohn. 
I      Dec.  '23.  1871— Brown's  CommenUry  on  the  OospeU. 

bee.  '23,  1871.— House's  Homillst. 
'       l>ec.  ^:i,  1871.— The  Union  Pulpit. 

IH-c   '23,  1871.— Owen's  C^immentary  on  ,M.  John. 

Inn!  .'»,  1872.-I'«rnes'  Practical  Sermons. 

Jitn.  r,,  18T2.-t'>ce  iHnis. 

Jttn..%1872.-Kuller's  Works,3ToU. 

JiUi   .V187'2. -Lord's  (Jeognosy.  or  lacU  in  Oeol^y. 

Jan.  '22,  I872.-Barnes'  Way  of  .i**"'"!'*")- , 

Jan   22   18T2.— tiulhrie'sOospelin  hzektel. 

Jun!  22,  1872.— '2r,  Newman  Hall's  Sermons. 

Of  these  books  throe  volum»i  were  not  recovercxl  by 
the  detect! vc*«.  These  three  volumes,  Mr.  Morgan 
^Hvs,  he  did  not  take  from  the  library.  There  are 
twenty-four  volumes  in  the  above  listT  We  have  been 
informed  that  the  detectives  recovered  all  but  threv 
volumes.  Mr.  Morgan  put  tl»e  numlK«r  la-M  night  at 
sixteen  volumes.  He  says  he  gave  the  del  H-tlves  all 
ill,  iMjoks  bo  taken  out  of  the  library  unlawfully. 


AN    INTKUVIKW   WITH  TIIK   I'lU.SOKKR. 

A  reporter  from  the  Oazkttk  visitwl  the  prisoner  in 
hi«  c<>ll  at  the  Ninth  Street  Station  Hous^' last  night 
<  )n  the  slate  where  the  names  of  prisoners  are  kept  K  | 
"Stephen  Morgan,  aged  '£A,  from  Wales,  mluister."  Mr    | 
Morgan    is  a   g«M>d    looking,    compactly   built  young  | 
man,      of     medium      size,      rather     slender,     with 
dark         hiiir         and        eyes,        and        a        rather 
pleasing addre.ss.     His  face  was  smoothly  shaven,  and 
his   dross   and    general    appearance   were    extremely 
neat.    The  reporter  made  himself,   his  vocation,  and 
liiserrand  known  promptly,  and  coupled  with    theae 
announcements  a  caution  to  lie  careful  to  not  answer 
anything    that    might  make  the  reporter  a  witness 
against  him  in  the  courts. 

Pri8<mer— I  have  nothing  to  keep  back.  I  am  ready 
to  tell  anything  connected  with  the  traasactlon  which 
brought  me  here. 

Kep.— You  are  here  for  purloining  books  from  the 
Theoh»gical  Library? 

l^i-is.— I  am  here  for  borrowing  books  from  thai 
library.    I  should  have  returned  all  of  them. 

Rep.— You  are  a  minister? 

I'ris.— I  am. 

Kep.— In  the  Baptist  Church? 

I'ris.— A  licensed  minister  lu  the  Baptist  Church, 
but  nut  ordained. 

Rep.— You  are  from   Wales.     Were   you   a  muisler 

there? 

Pris.— I  was.    I've  been  preaching  ever  since  1   was 
hixteen  years  oM— more  than  Jtcven  years.    Two  years 
ago  1  came  to  this  country, 
llcp.— Any  relatives  here? 

I'ris.— A  brollier  at  a  town  near  Pittsburg,  but  not 
another  kinsman  in  the  UuUed  States. 
Kep.— How  long  have  you  preached  here? 
Pris.— I  was  licensed  about  the  first  of  last  February. 
1  have  preached  in  a  gre^.t  many  churches  in  this  vi- 
cinity, and  have  l)een  filling  the  pulpit  at  Cheviot 
(luring  the  past  few  months. 

Kep.— But  your  name  is  down  in  the  directory  as  a 
stonecutter,  286  west  Court  street. 

Prhi.- 1  am  a  sculptor.  That  was  nay  trade  In 
Wales.  I  ha>.  worked  little,  or  none  to  speak  of,  at 
It  In  this  country.  Work  was  scare*.  I  lived  «t 
that  number  when  the  directory  was  made  up. 

Bep.— Were  you  educated  with  relercuce  to  the  pul- 
pit? 

Pris.— I  am  unwliicatetl.  I  sttidled  for  the  piilplt 
with  my  pastor  in  Wales.  1  have  some  knowledge  of 
Greek  and  Hebrew,  but  none  of  the  other  dead  lan- 
guages. I  have  been  studying  theol'tgy  here  with  the 
llcv.  Mr.  Collins,  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 

Rep.— IIow    long  have  you    been  going  to  the  Re- 
ligious Library? 
I'ris.- Since  last  February. 
Kep.— And  you  took  those  books  aecretly  T 
I'ris.- 1  was  open  eiJough  about  It.     I  just  took  them 
from   the  shelves  and  carried   them  down    stairs.     I 
generally  did  this  in  the  evening  when  th^  lady  was 
out  and  the  ijoys  were  in  the  library. 
Ijpp._You  meant  to  approprlat*  them  to  your  own 

use? 
Pris.— No;  I  meant  to  return   the>n.     I   t<K>k   hooks 

III  the  same  way  from  that  library  and  returned  them. 
Kep.— About  how  many? 

Pris.- Perhaps  four  or  six.  If  I  had  not  done  that 
I  never  would  have  come  to  this.  I  never,  never 
meant  to  keep  them.  I  only  wanted  to  sav-  tripe  be- 
tween Cheviot  and  the  city. 
Hep._lIow  would  you  have  returned  th'-m? 
Pris —I  should  have  put  them  in  the  shelves  I  took 
them  from  and  said  nothing  altout  It. 

Itop.-How  about  your  taring  the  library  marks 
out  of  the  lHX)ks? 

Pris.— 1  did  that  to  save  the  annoyance  of  questions 
from  persons  visiting  my  study  and  seeing  where  so 
many  of  these  liooks  came  from. 

Kep.— But  how  about  covering  these  Ubrary  mark;, 
by  {tasting a  fly  leaf  over  them? 

Pris.— I  covered  the  b^wks  with  paper  covcts,  and 
pasted  the  covcts.  Some  of  the  paste  adherc-l  to  the 
covers  of  the  ty  leave«,  and  held  them  down.  The  fly 
leaves  were  only  pasted  a  little  at  the  edge*. 

Rep —But  did  you  not  Uke  a  carp«t  sack  up  with 
you  and  put  the  ixjoks  In  it? 

'  prla.— I  generally  left  my  carpet  sack  In  the  room 
below.  I  took  the  liooka  out  of  the  library  without 
any  «-oncealment,  and  if  I  put  them  in  the  carpet  sack, 
1  did  it  in  the  same  manner  as  I  did  with  books  I  drew 
and  had  charged  to  me. 
Rep.— When  did  this  unlawful   bwrowlng,  at  you 

term  It,  commence? 

Pris.— Some  time  laal  summer ;  perhaps  in  August; 
somewhere  about  that  time. 

Rep.— What  was  your  motive? 

PrU.— I  wanted  several  o(  theae  books  to  study.    I 

could  get  them   In   no  other   way.     It  was  too  far  t<. 

come  every  day  and  consult  them  at  the  library.    1 

1  only  meant  to  use  them  tcmporarUy,  and  then  return 

them. 

Rep-Have  you  returned  any  of  this  lot  recently? 

Pris— The  Iwoksof  this  »<jrt  which  I  returned,  I  took 
out  and  replaoed  about  the  time  I   began  this  sort  of 

work. 

Rep._-Whcre  were  you  boanllng. 

I'ris.— I  do  not  like  U»  name  the  place.  It  was  with 
a  member  ol  my  congregation.  I  wai  not  Uken  by 
the  detectives  at  his  bouse,  and  I  do  not  want  to  link 
his  name  with  this  caae. 

Rep.— Have  you  counael  for  to-morrow? 

Pris.- 1  have  none.  I  can't  tee  why  I  need  have 
any.  I  have  nothing  to  withhold  from  the  Court.  Two 
ministers  of  this  city,  my  very  dear  friends,  paid  me  a 
visit  to-night.    They  will  be  at  court  to-morrow. 

The  priaoucr  was  very  willing  to  answer 
questiona,  and  did  to  with  apparent 
frankness.  He  said  this  would  ruin  him,  as  he 
was  known  all  over  the  .state.  It  wmild  be  a  stigma 
that  no  future  good  conduct  could  entirely  erase.  He 
said  he  believed  It  would  eventually  kill  him.  HLs 
manner  was  serious  and  calm.  He  admitted  freely 
that  what  he  did  was  wrong,  and  that  he  knew  It  at 
the  time,  but  did  not  intend  to  approprUte  these  books 
to  bin  otru  ,i.«e. 
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Tbe  Theological   and  Religions  Library    is  a 
branch  of  our  Public  Library,  familiarity  with 
which  on  the  part  of  that  great  body,  the  people' 
ib  absolutely  discouraged,    it  is  only  the  favored 
few  who  can  be  admitted  to  the  presence  of  thig 
precious  store  of  literature,  and  even  they  have  to 
go  through  a  very  ceremonious  introduction,  and 
have  the  purity  of  their  character  vouched  for  by 
gentlemen  of  unimpeachable  integrity:  yet  within 
a  few  months  pastevents  haveoccurred  within  the 
sacred  precincts  of  this  domain  of  knowl^ge  that 
have  been  as  mysterious  as  alarmingly  frequent 
The  books  conUined  in  the  department  are,  in  the 
main,  of  great  value,  owing  to  their  scarcity,  and 
it  has  teen  the  custom  to  permit  them  to  be  read 
and  handled  on  the  premises  only.    Lately  it  has 
been  discovered  that  a  number  of  the  books,  per- 
haps a  dozen  of  them,  had  been  stolen.    The  dis- 
covery has,  of  course,  puzzled  the  Librarian,  Mr, 
Poole,  but  it  has  aUo  served  a  good  purpose  In 
enabling  him  to  lay  plans  by  which  the  detection 
of  the  criminal  has  at  last  been  accomplished. 

For  days  past  an  extra  watch  has  been  kept 
upon  this  department  of  the  Li  arary,  but  the  re- 
sult up  to  yesterday  was  of  a  most  discouraging 
character.  Books  continued  to  disappear,  but  no 
clue  to  the  thief  could  be  gathered.  Yesterday 
morning  a  book  of  sermons,  by  the  Rev.  Newman 
Hall,  D.  D.,  was  observed  to  be  missing  by  the 
Librarian,  bhortly  after  the  opening  hour.  In- 
quiry then  revealed  the  fact  that  but  one  person 
had  been  in  that  depjrtment  of  the  Library  dur- 
ing the  morning.  That  person  was  the  Rey.  Ste- 
phen Morgan,  a  reputed  Baptist  minister. 

Of  course,  Mr.  Poole  felt  very  properly  mysti- 
fied   at  this  discovery,     Could   it    be   possible? 
Would   a   dear  brother   in   the   Church,   whose 
avowed  calling  it  was  to  show  sinners  the  true 
road  to  future  salvation,  thus  degrade.himself  m 
the  eyes  of  God  and  manv    No!  the  thing  was  im- 
possible,    and     it     was     wicked     in     him    to 
^0     currency,     even      In     the     narrow     and 
wntracted      limit     of      his      .wn      brain      to 
such    a    suspicion.    Such  were    the    reHectlons 
upon  which  Mr.  Poole  pondereil  during  the  first 
shock  of  the  discovery.    But  then  came  the  reac- 
tion, and  the  remembrance  of  divers    Ules  of 
"irregularities"  on  the  part  of  brethren  else- 
»h#rP.   with  which   the    newspapers  have  m- 
tounded  their  readers  lately.    At  any  rate,  Mr. 
Poole  finally  concluded  thAt  it  would  do  no  harm 
to  investigate  tho  suspected  gentleman  alitUe,  and 
'  be  at  once  put  the  idea  to  practical  test  by  Inform  - 
Ing  Detectives  Hatly  and  Orrof  the  affair,  and  in- 
structing them  to  unravel  the  web  of  uncert^nty 
with  which  he  felt  himself  bound  down,  as  soon 
possible.     They  started  on   their  enterprise 
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Immediately,  and  after  scouring  the  town  pretty 
well  nnally  discovered  that  the  Uevercnd  3teph«i 
Morgan  was  pastor  of  a  Bapttet  church  at  Cheviot 
Thither  they  repaired,  and  after  calling  at  his 
boarding  house  (Cook's  grocerv.about  two  squares 
from  the  church)  they  learned  that  the  devout 
.hepberd  was  engaged  in  religious  mediUtlon  aj 

the  church.  _.,» 

Te»  BROTOTtR  I»  HIS  »TCDIO. 
They  then  sought  the  church,   •  coaifortable 
looking  brick  building,  and  after  gaalng  upon  it 
for  afew  brief  moment>,  entered  it  at   the   front 
door  and  tramped  down  the  ne«l|y- carpeted  atele 
leading  to  the  pulpit  with  the  ••Mcious   air  of 
tresi.asting  vandals.    N6  lound  conld  they  hear 
withinthe  building,  jMd  the  fir  was  close  and 
damp  from  strict  oa^emenft  The  blue   blinds 
on  the  western  wln«»were  parted  slightly,  and 
through  the  plain  nftdow  the  sun  shone  bright 
and  gloriously  into   the  sanctum  of  purity  and 
holiness,  the  abo«le  of  the  Spirit  upon  earth.    But 
the  barbarous  messengers  of  justice  stopped  *ot 
to  Tiew  this  reflecUon- inspiring  sight    Neither 
did  they  practice  on  the  organ,  thalr  voices  risiag 
in  tuneful  harmony  with  the  musl-!,  nor  open  any 
one  of  the  prayer-books  so  liberally  dUtributed 
about     the     room.    They     simply     walked     to 
the     dcor    of   the     pastor's    study,    opened    it, 
and     looked     upon      a     sight      calculatoi     to 
deter,  if  not  discourage  Ithem, '  in    the   pursuit 
of  the  object  which  brought  tiiem   thore.    In  a 
i.lain  caneseated  arm -chair,  wheeled  np  before 
the  ghost  of  a  Are  within  the  grate,  sat  their  vic- 
tim.   HU  fice  and  form  betokene*!  youtli.    The  I 
air  of  passive  m^ltation  in  which  he  appeared,   \ 
and  the  contracted,  thoughtful  brows  Indicated 
age,  as  rcganletl  the  mental  man. 

Around  him,  ui»on    the  mo<ie5t  little    center- 
table  and  tbe  neat  companion  chairs  to  the  one  in 
which  be  sat  were  lying  numbers  of  books,  whos's 
tenor,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  could  be  determined 
by  their  size.  Raising  his  hea.1,  in  a  weary,  brain- 
racked  way  a»  his  visitors  entered,  th-  man  of 
guileless  Integrity  gazed  upon  them  c^mly  and 
complacently,  arose  and   had    Just   uttered  the 
words  "Brethren,  what  brings   yon  here,"  wli«i 
r>rr  blurted  out  the  object  of  their  call.    As  the 
evil     news    was     made     known    to     him     the 
eyes   of  the   plow    gentleman   were  gradually 
devclope<l  until  thev  became  of  the  size  and  gen- 
eral appearance  of  a  hen's  egg.    His  prominent 
Roman  began  to  grow  re^tlcM,  a  noise  was  heard 
w;ihin  it  and  the  next   Instant  two  Wg,  brioy 
tears  emerged  from  hit  eyra  and  dropped  with  ••* 
s.pl«tt€T  upon  his  jioll»he«l  boot    He  then  ran  his 
right  hand  rnce  or  twice  through  hi-  hair, blew 
his  ■««   wildly,    and    bade   the   ofllcers    search 
thr<"'-»  '•■' library  for  the  missing  l)Ooki,  which 
be  I  to  having  stolen. 

TUB  STOLE H    BOOKH. 
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After  the  books  had  been  secured  the  ofBoers  in- 
formed their  man  that  he  must  oon8ider.himself 
under  arrest  and  accompany  them  to  the  city.  He 
made  no  endeavor  to  argue  ttie  matter,  and  in  an 
hour's  time  occupied  a  cell  in  the  Ninth  street 
Station-house,  while  the  charge  of  grand  larceny 
was  tutored  against  him  upon  the  slate.    In  the 
evening  a  reporter  for  this  paper  was  permitted 
to  talk  with  the  prisoner,  and  found  him  lying 
down  upon  the  rough,  hard  plank  bed.    His  coat 
was  off  and  served  him  as  a  pillow.    He  appeared 
clad  in  llght-colore<l  pants  and  a  ribbed  under  or 
working-coat     He  is  of  medium   height  of  a 
rather  stolid  appear^ce,  and  with  a  mustache 
ju^t  beginning  to  shade  his  upper  lip.    He  Is  » 
Welshman,  and  twenty-three  years  of  age. 
THE  INTERVIKW. 
Reporter— "Mr.  Morgan,  have  you  any  thing  to 
communicate  about  this  affair  of  yours?" 

Morgan-"<Jh.   1  don't   know.    My  brain  U  so 
racked  that  I  scarcely  know  where  I  am." 
Etfporter-"Where  were  you  born?" 
Morgan-"In   Great   Britain.    I   came  to   thU 
country  two  years  ago." 

Reporter— "How  long  have  you  lived  In  this 
city?" 

Morgan-"Oh,  about  live  months.  I  first  lo- 
catcd  at  Pittsburg,  but  I  didn't  like  the  town,  and 
came  down  here." 

Reporter— "Were  yon  a  member  of  any  churoh 
there?" 

Morgan— '*Oh,I  have  been  aCbristian  all  my  life; 
I  did  not  precant  my  letter  there,  however." 

Reporter— "Are  you  a  regulariy  ordained  Min- 
isur?" 

Morgan— "No,  I  am  studying  for  the  Ministry, 
and  have  been  acting  as  l'a»tor  of  the  Church  at 
Clievlot  for  about  five  months  past" 

Rei)orter-"What  In  the  world  Imlnced  you  to 
Uke  those  books  from  the  library?" 

Morgan— "Well;  my  p<»ition  is  this;  I  am  poor 
and  need  such  books  in  my  studi».  They  are 
chiefly  works  of  reference,  you  see,  and  I  need 
them  in  preparing  my  sermons.  (He  was  engaged 
in  preparing  his  Sunday  discourse  when  the 
officers  iurprl»e<l  him.;  I  had  no  means  of  getting 
them  and  was  forceil  to  do  as  I  did." 

Reporter- "Couldn't  you  consult  the  books  at 
the  library?" 

Morgan- "No.  I  had  to  have  them  at  the 
church,  and  I  hoped  to  replace  them.  I  would 
not  feel  so  bad  over  this,  If  1  thought  1  would  be 
the  only  sufferer.  Bat  it  will  not  be  so.  Religion 
will  suffer  for  what  I  have  done.  It  shonid  not  be 
so.    I  am  the  only  criminal." 

Reporter— "How  did  you  succeed  in  eecaping 
detection  while  securing  the  books?" 

Morgan— "Oh,  I  did  it  pretty  openly.    I  went 

there  and  took  them  one  at  a  time.   I  know  It  will 

break  my  heart.    1   am   a  young  roan  and  Just 

sUrting  in  life,  and  this  exposure  will  ruin  me." 

Beporter-"What  is  your  business?" 

Morgan— "I  am  in   the   stone  busliwts,  doing 

sculptor  work.    I  did  that  at  Pittsburg.  Now  this 

thing  will  keep  me   from  securing  employment 

again.    I  acknowle-lge  the  act  and  am  sorry  for  it 

I  Be«l  not  have  confessed  It  and  could  have  kept 

out  of   this   place,   for   tn^y   didn't    have    the 

slightest  proof  against  me.    I  n«ver  waa  In  such 

a  pre<llcament" 

With  this,  Mr.  Morgan  sat  down,  and  as  he  ap- 
peared disinclined    to   converse  further,  our    re- 
porter left  him  to  be  Intorvlewed  by  the  oemons 
his   heated  imaginaUon  must   have  conjured  up 
during  his  hours  of  slwp.    His  manner,  during 
the  conversation,  was  peculiar,  evincing  not  the 
slightest  anUclpatlon  of  any  serious  result  follow 
ing   his   present  disa-^ter.    Several  of  the  books 
that  were  recovered  had  been  "doctoral,"  aa  If  to 
1  revent  r«»ognition  by  their  rightful  owners,  ttie 
numbers  labeled  on  the  backs  and  inside  the  fly- 
leaf bein  g  either  scraped  off,  p^ted  over  or  torn  off. 
Mr  Poole  expressis  great  Indignation  at  the 
course  of  the  fellow,  and  thinks  it  dne  to  Justice 
and  the  future  protection  of  the  library  that  an 
example  should  be  made  of  him.    Mr.  Morgan's 
situation  appears  to  have  been  made  known  to 
the  members  of  hU  church  very  soon  after  his 
incarceration,    as     one    of     the    most   pronU- 
ncnt    ministers     of    Uie    denomination,    waen 
ac«)8ted  by  a  reporter  last  evening,  and  queatkm- 
ed  as  to  his  (Morgan's  connection  with  the  min- 
istry, made  haste  to  deny  the  story  of  his  being  a 
"regular,"  and  Intimated  a  strong  desire  to  have 
the  arUcle  suppressed  la  the  newspapers.    We 
fancy  Mr.  Morgan's  b«l  for  the  loamedlate  future 
will  not  be  as  downy  a  one  as  he  has  no  doubt 
t«a  a^ttstomed  to  lying  on. 
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8uU  up  to  yebterday  yraa  of  a  mos>t  discouraging 
cliaractcr.  liooks  continued  to  disappear,  but  no 
clue  to  the  thief  could  be  gatherwl.  Yesterday 
morning  a  book  of  sermons,  by  the  Hev.  Newman 
Hall,  D.  D.,  was  observed  to  be  missing  by  the 
Librarian,  shortly  after  the  opening  hour.  In- 
quiry then  revealed  the  fact  that  but  one  person 
ha«l  been  in  that  department  of  the  Library  dur- 
ing the  morning.  That  persoa  was  the  Uey.  Ste- 
phen Morgan,  a  reputed  Baptist  minister. 

Of  course,  Mr.  Poole  felt  very  properly  mysti- 
fled    at  this   discovery,     Could   it    be   possible? 
Would   a   dear  brother   in   the   Church,   whose 
avowed  calling  it  was  to  show  sinners  the  true 
road  to  future  salvation,  thus  degrade.himself  in 
the  eyes  of  God  and  man>    No!  the  thing  was  iva- 
possible,    and     it     was     wicked     in     him    to 
give    cuiTcncy.     even     in     the     narrow     and 
contracted      limit     of      his      twn      brain,     to 
such    a   suspicion.    Such  were    the    reflections 
upon  which  Mr.  Poole  pondered  during  the  tlrst 
shock  of  the  discovery.    But  then  came  the  reac- 
tion, and  the  remembrance  of  divers   tales  of 
"irregularities"  on  the  part  of  brethren  else- 
where,  with   which   the    newspapers  have  as- 
tounded  their  readers  lately.    At  any  rate,  Mr. 
Poole  finally  concluded  that  it  would  do  no  harm 
to  investigate  the  suspected  gentleman  alittle,  and 
he  at  once  put  the  idea  to  practical  test  by  inform- 
ing Detectives  Hatly  and  Orr  of  the  affair,  and  in- 
structing them  to  unravel  the  web  of  uncertainty 
with  which  he  felt  himself  bound  down,  as  soon 
as  possible.     TJiey  started  on  their  enterprise 
immediately,  and  after  scouring  the  town  pretty 
well  finally  discovered  that  the  lleverend  Stephen 
Morgan  was  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  at  Cheviot 
Thither  they  repaired,  and  after  calling  at  hU 
boarding  house  (Cook's  grocerj-.about  two  squares 
from  the  church)  they  learned  that  the  devout 
shepherd  was  engaged  in  religious  meditation  w\ 
the  C^ur^J.^  BROTHKR  IN  HIS  BTUDIO. 

They  then  sought  the  church,   a  coaifortabie 
looking  brick  buibling,  and  after  gazing  upon  it 
for  a  few  brief  moments,  entered  it  at   the  front 
door  and  tramped  down  the  neatly- carpeted  aisle 
leading  to  the  pulpit  with  the  wmscious   air  of 
trespassing  vandals.    No  sound  could  they  hear 
within  the  building,  jfnd  the^r  was  close  and 
lamp  from  strict  o^iemenlFThe  blue  blinds 
on  the  western  windllwere  parted  ""ghtly  and 
through  the  plain  Whdow  the  sun  shone  bright 
.nd  gloriously  into  the  sanctum  of  purity  and 
holiness,  the  abode  of  the  Spirit  upon  earth.    But 
the  barbarous  messengers  of  justice  stop^not 
to  view  Mils  reflection- inspiring  sight.    Ne  ther 
did  they  practice  on  the  organ,  their  voices  rising 
in  tuneful  harmony  with  the  music,  nor  open  any 
one  of  the  prayer-books  so  liberally  distributed 
about     the     room.    They     simply     walked     to 
the     door    of   the     pastor's    study,    opened    it, 
and     looked    upon      a    sight      cal«"»»*«*    ,*° 
deter,  if  not  iUscourage  Lthem, '  in   the  pursuit 
of  the  object  which  brought  them  there.  Jn  a 
plain  cane-seated  arm-chair,  wheeled  up  before 
The  ghost  of  a  Are  within  the  grate,  sat  their  vic- 
tim    His  face  and  form  betokened  youth.    The 
air  of  pasMve  meditation  in  which  he  •Pr«"«^ 
and  the  contracted,  thouKhtful  brows  indicated 
axe  as  reganled  the  mental  man. 

Around  him,  upon    the  modest  little    center- 
table  and  the  neat  comi.aniou  chairs  to  the  one  in 
which  he  sat,  were  lying  numbers  of  books,  whoso 
Tenor;  in  a  Majority  of  cases,  could  be  determined 
by  their  size.  Raising  his  head,  in  a  weary,  brain- 
racked  way  a-  his  visitor,  entered,  ^''o  J" Jj 
guileless  integrity  gazed  upon  ^f «»  "f  "^^  "^^^ 
Complacently,  arose  and    had   just   ""f  re<l  the 
woids.  "Brethren,  what  brings   you  here,  'when 
Jrr  blurted  out  the  object  of  their  call.    As  he 
evi     news    was     made     known    to    him     t*e 
eves  of  the  pious    gentleman   were  gradually  I 
developed  until  they  became  of  the  sl/.e  and  gen - 
eril  appearance  of  a  hen's  egg.    His  prominent 
Roman  began  to  grow  restless  a  noise  was  heard 
within  it,  and  the  next   instant  two  Wg,  br<ny 
tears  emerged  from  his  eyes  and  droppo«l  vith  a 
snlaiter  upon  his  iK)llshed  boot    He  then  .an  his 
right  hand  once  or  twice  through  his  hair,  blew 
hi.  nose  wildly,   and   bade   the  oilb^ers   search 
thi-oujih  his  library  for  the  missing  books,  which 
he  conrested  to  having  stolen. 

THK  8TOLBN    BOOKS. 
They  wont  to  work  at  once,   and  the  foUowIng 
works,  each  of  which  had  been  purloiueu  by  this 
promulgator  of  the  Gospel  from  the  library,  were 

T''^'he -complete  works. of  »»}«  «f,I««'^d  An- 
„rcw  ►;"''«r.wl.«.  a  memorial^  f  hi-.  He^  Vn_ 

'" V'^.P.VTv  ?h*  American  lUpti^t  Publication 
i.rintcd  »?,  '^^ .'f.^i  "  j*  ig4r,,  from  tl»c  Ix>ndon 
feor.Lty  o'*:^''*  Jif'^i^re  of  rri  KJ-i  an.l  ««  page. 
f.[-h,"resp^c5tiv'eljfln':rwere  reln^und  in  u  paper 

%"'J'^he  Gospel  Accord ing  to  .lohn,"  by  .Io»in 
P?irr  I  ar  e  1^  I>^  Professor  of  Th»!Ology  at  the 
Peter  *  p,';.-^\';;  '  '  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
^'«»^V«  ''hufn  Schatr  1)  iKTProfessor  of  The- 
""*"  ^Z  .h„  I  nion  TholoKlcal  Seminary  of  New 
Tofl  l^rViJltXy^rl^^'^'  &  Co..  and  a  late 
'^M^  "'rVomCfcirVnalyMs  of  the  Holy  Bible,  con- 

ccimplet^   »nd  arran^ecity  learned  Talb.f, 

J^ethe^wUh  an   inrrmluction  scitlr.«  forth  the 
togemer  wiui  »  j  ^^      mmt  n>e  t.icllity 

5^u  merhcd  aflorr^or  understanding  the  Wonl  of 

Sc'd.*"  Al-o,  tbr7e  different  tnble.  o..  ^fl^^^^Jl^VZ' 


„i.te<"l  »"»»>« J"iyXlr^^oi;trlncs,   reiiHtou. 

'"  "r  «i;u  idn^  fl-h*.  rn»tdcs  Insert*,  trees, 
quadrupeds,  hints,  ii^ne.'i  r.ible.    A 

j'unt.  ..Hi  'V^ib?  m^f  mnark.'i^.le  tran,u.tion. 
statement  of  itie  ""f  \  ",  huu,ty.  Biograph- 
and  event*  «"/r*i^"'''!  '  marty^  »"•!  «»""•>- 
I,  ai  ""»»«•:«  ^^^♦I'^ruS  a"d  character,  of  all 
mulshed  religiot  »  ^fV^Pft  ,„;^„onary  gazett^-er, 
ages,  to  ^h»r*l,f.,,*  nt    f  the  various  mi.slojarv 

containing  '!«*«;"  Vth^  ^lobe.  By  the  Rev.  B.  B. 
stMions  throughout   he  gloM^^J^^     p^^ 


Uc porter— "Mr.  Morgan,  have  you  auy  thing  to 
comnnmlcato  about  this  affair  of  your*'" 

Morgan-"Oh,    I  don't   know.    My  brain  Is  so 
racked  that  I  scarcely  know  where  I  am." 

Reporter— "Where  were  you  born?" 

Morgan-"ln  Great  Britain.  I  came  to  this 
country  two  years  ago." 

Eeporter-"llow  long  have  you  lived  in  this 
city?" 

Morgan— "Oh,  about  five  months.  I  first  lo- 
cated at  Pittsburg,  but  I  didn't  like  the  town,  and 
came  down  here  " 


Reporter- "Were  you  a  member  of  any  church 

thercV" 
Morgan— "Oh,I  have  been  aCbristian  all  my  life; 

I  did  not  present  my  letter  there,  however." 

Reimrter— "Are  you  a  regularly  ordained  Min- 
ister V" 

Morgan— "No,  I  am  studying  for  the   Ministry, 
and  have  been  acting  as  Pastor  of  the  Church  at 
Cheviot  for  about  five  taonths  past" 
'   Reporter-"What  In  the  world  Induced  you  to 
take  those  books  from  the  library?" 

Morgan-"Well;  my  position  Is  this;  I  am  poor 

and  need  such  books  In  my  studies.    They  arc 

chiefly  works  of  reference,  you  sec,  and  I  need 

I  them  in  preparing  my  sermons.  (He  was  engaged 

'  in  preparing    hU  Sunday    discourse    when  the 

ofllccrs  Eurprisc<l  him.)    I  had  no  means  of  getting 

them  and  was  forcetl  to  do  as  I  did." 

Reporter— "Couldn't  you  consult  the  books  at 

the  library?" 

Morgan— "No.  I  had  to  have  them  at  the 
church,  and  I  hoped  to  replace  them.  1  would 
not  feel  so  bad  over  this,  if  I  thought  I  would  be 
the  only  sufferer.  But  It  will  not  be  so.  Religion 
will  suffer  for  what  I  have  done.  It  should  not  be 
BO.    I  am  the  only  crimlnaL" 

Reporter— "How  did  you  succeed  ia  escaping 
detection  while  securing  the  books?" 

Morgan— "Oh,  I  did  It  pretty  openly.    I  went 
there  and  took  them  one  at  a  time.   I  know  it  will 
break  my  heart    I   am   a  young  man  and  Just 
starting  in  life,  and  this  exposure  will  ruin  me." 
Reporter— "What  Is  your  business?" 
Morgan— "I  am  in  the  stone  business,  doing 
sculptor  work.    I  did  that  at  Pittsburg.  Now  this 
thing  will  keep  nne   from  securing  employment 
again.    I  acknowledge  the  act  and  am  sorry  for  it, 
I  need  not  have  confessed  It,  aud  could  have  kept 
out  of   this   place,   for  they   didn't    have    the 
slightest  proof  against  me,    I  never  waa  In  iuch 
a  predicament" 

With  this,  Mr.  Morgan  sat  down,  and  as  he  ap- 
tjearcd  disinclined  to  converse  further,  our   re- 
porter left  him  to  be  interviewed  by  the  aemoos 
his   heated  imagination  must   have  conjured  up 
during  his  hours  of  sleep.    His  manner,  during 
the  conversation,  was  peculiar,  evincing  not  the 
slightest  anticipation  of  any  serious  result  foUow- 
ng  b»B   present  disaster.    Several  of  the  books 
that  were  recovered  had  been  "doctored,"  as  if  to 
prevent  recognition  by  their  rightful  owners  the 
numbers  labeled  on  the  backs  and  inside  the  fly- 
leaf being  either  scrapetl  ofl",  parted  over  or  tornoff. 
Mr.  Poole  expresses  great  Indignation  at  the 
course  of  the  fellow,  and  thinks  it  duo  »«  Justice 
and  the  future  protection  of  the  library  that  an 
example  should  be  made  of  him.    Mr.  Morgan's 
situation  appears  to  have  been  made  kjjown  to 
the  member,  of  hi.  church  very  soon  »fter  h U 
incarceration,    as     one    of     the    ""OS*   P"»'; 
ncnt     ministers     of    the    denomination,    when 
accosted  by  a  reporter  last  evealng,  and  quosUon- 
ed  a.  to  bis  (Morgan's)  connection  with  the  rain- 
istry,  made  haste  to  deny  the  story  of  his  being  • 
•regular,"  and  Intimated  a  strong  desire  to  h»ve 
the  article  suppressed  in  the   f  ^«P»P«^^^\; 
fancy  Mr.  Morgan'^  bed  for  the  Immediate  future 
^n  not  be  as'^downy  a  one  a.  he  has  no  doubt 
teen  accustomed  to  lying  on 


>m 


i 


cont-ainirK  l.)W'  1*"',^^  .•  -  Miliecti<n>  of  sermons 
«.  "The  t  nlon  Ifl" ''«,„»  ,1?nomination..     Puh- 

^^  t^n^^\l?J!\i^';^SSJ^  at  Wa^hiog- 
»"?'iHSt    oS*"^!.   ^    re't^rded    by   ...w.. 


'■] 


A.   Card  from    m      ■>ro««caiin«    Altoraer 
Who  Has  ■  Uearl. 

CiTr  OF  Cincinnati, 
Pbosecuxino  Attuknby'8  Office, 
February  8, 1872. 
To  tba  Editor  of  tha  Copiiaetcial: 

In  7our  report  of  the  mentiug  ot  tbe  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Fub^o  Library  the  following 
appears: 

"Mr.  KlDg  did  not  beliftve  It  vowld  b«  ot  »ny  «»«  to 
refnr  this  matter  to  the  Proar-cutiuK  Attorney  of  the 
Police  Cunri,  Probably  the  buit  plaa  would  be  to  refer 
It  to  a  committee.  *  «  •  * 

"Afttir  eoaie  further  dliouMlon  It  ■whb  Vesolvwd  to 
refer  tbe  matter  of  coDimeucmi;  a  anvr  pronecution 
afcainBt  the  offnnder  to  a  cuuimlltea  coDiUtlng  of 
Messrs.  King,  Tlldeii  and  Struiik." 

This  action  being  of  an  olHolal  character,  It  Is  I 
proper  for  me  to  notice  It.    I  will   assume  that  | 
Messrs.    King,    Tllden,    and    Strunk,   all  being 
legal  gentlemen,  know    (or    thought    they    did) 
that  they  had  the  right  to  proceed  with  as  toond 
prosecution,  and  that  they  were  onlv  appointed  I 
to  report  on  the  advisivblMty    of    doing    so.    A^ 
Mr.  King's  remarks  refloot  on   my    oonduot    inl 
the  matter,  I  will  sugK»st  to  him    that   there  la| 
another  PrusficuttnK  Aitornoy  in  this  county  to 
whom  be   may    apply.    Or  if    that  is  not  satis- 
factory,  be,  or  any   gentleman  connected    with 
the  Board  of  TruHtees,  may  take  charge  of   tbe 
second  prosecution  (as  they  might  have  done  of  I 
the  first)  in  the  Police  Court.    I   believe   I    did 
rlKht  in  the  last  trial  of    Mr.  Morgan's   case.    1 1 
did  not  think  htm  guilty    then.    I   do   not    yet. 
And  I  will  venture  tbe    assertion    that    if    Mr. 
Morgan  is  triad  a  second  time  before  a  Jury  be 
can  not  be  conyloted.    The  Board    of    Trustees 
may  contribute  all  in  their    power  to   the    seif- 
Klorifloatlon  of    the    gentleman  from  Boston- 
Mr.  Poole.    And  even  my  good  friend  the    Com- 
mercial may  present  to  the  public  his  "gaping 
abtonisbmeni  at  the  manners    and   costumes  of 
the  barbarians,  who  reside  west  of    the    moan- 1 
tains."    Still  bellevlog  I  did  right  I  will  pursue 
tbe  even  tenor  of  my  way. 

I  am  in  possession  of  all  tbe  facts,  and  con- 1 
fldently  say  that  Mr.  Morgan  oonid  not  be  found! 
guilty  by  "a  jury  of  his  country"  of  the  crime  of  I 
larceny,  but  I  will  a«su(  them  (by  atuppiugl 
aside)  Id  trying  tbe  experiment.  ' 

Bespeotfully,  T.  C.  CAMPBELL. 


IFaa  It  AceidcBial? 

In  bis  plea  In    mitigation   of   hla  laroany  of 
I  booka  from  the  Pabllo  Library,  tbe  Rev.  Stepben 
I  Morgan  aaid  that   tbe   pasting  down  of  the  fly 
leaves  was  accidental.    We  have  aeen,  and  oth- 
ers  may  see,  for  tbe  books  are  on    view  at   tbe 
Library,  tbe  volumea  he  carried  off  stealthi'y  in 
his  carpet-bag.    Take  one  volume  as   •  sample: 
I  "Lange's  Commentary  on  John."  The  fly  leaves 
wore  carefully  pasted  to  the  psper  cover  whioh 
be  had  pat  upon  the  book,  and  under  the  first  fly 
leaf,   the  label  of  tbe  Library  had    been  Uken 
out,  a  large  piece  of  paper  pasted  over  to  cover 
tbe  space,  and  on    that   he  bad   pasted  a  card 
with  the  Imprint  of  "Mr.  Stephen  Morgan."  Tbe  | 
Librarian  had  marked  In   pencil  on   the  blank 
1  aide  of  tbe  title  page  300-6,  being  number   three  I 
I  hundred  of  the  Theological   Library,    and  the 
sixth  of    tbe   series;  this   had    been   carefallyj 
1  erased,  so   that    every    mark,  as    Morgan    sup- 
I  posed,  by  whioh  the   book   oould  be  Ideullfled.j 
had  been  removed.    There  la  no  evidenoe  of  ao 
[cl'lent.    On    the  contrary,  everytbiag  goea   to| 
abo'-   a  deliberate  purpose   to   keep  tbe  stolen 
volume  and  bold  it  aa  private  properly.    In  ad- 
dition to  being  a  thief,  Morgan  exhlblto  hlmaelf 
I  as  a  liar. 


It  is  perhaps  well  to  gay  plainly  to  Mr.Pros- 
ecating  Attorney  Campbell,  whose  card  we 
print  this  morning,  that  a  more  ridicaloiu 
]ndioial  farce  has  never  been  played  before 
^8  commanity  than  that  in  whioh  he  fig- 
ured when  the  case  of  the  so-called   Ber. 
Stephen    Morgan,    accused     of    stealing 
books  from  the  theological  department  of 
tbe  Pablio  Library,  was  called  for  trial.     It 
is  so  nnderstood  by  those  who  have  been  at 
pains  to  inform  themselves  as  to  the  facts. 
His  legal  opinion  of  tbe  inability  U)  oon- 
I  vict  the  reverend  thief  before  a  jury,  oar- 
I  ri£s  no  weight   with  it,  and  in  the  pablto 
mind  will  render  more  questionable  than 
ever  his  oapaoity  to  form  a  legal  opinion  of 
value  in  any  case  above  the  grade  of  noto- 
rious vagrancy   and  habitual  drunkenness. 
His  proposition  to  step  aside  and  allow  tbe 
prosecution,  should  it  be  resumed,  to  be 
I  conducted  by   another  attorney,  will  occo- 
I  sion  no  regret;  his  effusion  of  heart,   es- 
pecially where  an  embryotio   minister  is 
concerned,  creates  too  much  confusion  of 
head  to  make  his  services  desirable. 


Camtbeix's  plea  for  tbe  right  of  theo- 
logical students  to  steal  with  impunity  in 
the  Lord's  name,    and  the    arguments  of 
WooLLET    and     Fitzgerald    before    the 
Hamilton  County  delecation  <m  the  anti- 
Biblical  tendencies  of  Schiff's  Rcdistricting 
Bill,  ought  to  be  printed  in  a  handy  volume 
by  the  Tract  Society   for  Sunday   circula- 
tion.    They  are  too  precious  to  be  swept 
with  the  ephemera  of  the  newspaper*  into 
ihf  ^'  :mte-basket  of  oblivion. 


THE  THEOLOGIAN  IN  THE  POLICE  COURT 

■       ■ 

Bev.  Stephen  Morgan  Convicted  of  Larceny 

He  is  Fined  $25  and  Costs — The  Fine 
jpd  Costs  Remitted. 

Yesterday  mwnirig  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Stephen 
^lorgau,  patttor&tthe  Baptist  Church  at  Cheviot, 
charged  with  stealing  books  from  the  Public  Li> 
brary  of  this  citv,  was  caVei  in  the  Police  Court, 
Acting  Judge  Carter  on  the  bench.  The  roon 
was  crowded  with  the  friends  of  the  accused  and 
interested  spectators.  Prominent  among  those 
who  gave  the  moral  support  of  their  presence  to 
the  unfortunate  young  man,  were  Ilev.  Dr.  Jef- 
fery,  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Davis  [Pork  and  Pensions], 
Hod.  Ben.  Egftleston,  who  sat  at  the  right  hand 
of  Mr.  Morgan,  and  Hon.  Jaclc  Connolly,  member 
of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  faultlessly  dressed  in  black 
clotht>,  BntI,  although  he  appeared  somewhat  in- 
terested in  the  proci  ediugs,  he  did  not  seem  to  be 
a  great  deal  embarra^sed. 

Three  differout  ifl'unics  were  alleged  against 
the  clerical  derondi'nt  by  Mr.  W.  V.  Poole,  the 
Librarian.  Sir.  Poole  selected  the  one  he  chose 
to  rest  the  prosecuti')n  upon  and  the  Prosecuting- 
Attorney,  Mr.  Campbell,  enterel  a  nolle  ]iro»equl 
as  to  the  other  two  thargei'.  The  warrant  alleged 
that  on  the  2ith  of  January  last,  the  defendant 
carried  away  from  the  Library  one  book  of  the 
value  of  $1  rjf'.  On  being  arraigned  Mr.  Morgan 
admitted  tat  ins  the  l)oi>k,  but  pleaded  not  guilty 
to  the  charge  of  larceny.  In  his  statement  of  the 
case  lo  the  Court  Mr.  Campbell  said : 

"May  it  please  the  Court,  I  want  to  say  a  word  , 
or  two,  perhaijs  out  of  the  usual  course  in  this  j 
Court.    It  Is  usual  in  the  trial  of  cause*  for  attor- 
neys  t'>  make  an  opening  statement  to  the  Court 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  charge  alleged  against  the 
defendant.    I  am  kd  to  m:tke  a  statement  of  the 
facts  in  the  present  instance,  learned  from  a  con- 
versation had  with  the  Librarian  of  the  Theologi- 
cal Lilirary  as  much  as   from   any   other  source. 
We  hafl  a  very  long  conversation  about  tiis  mat- 
ter.   I  was  then  put  in  possession  of  all  the  facts, 
at  least  I  have  no  new  facts  to  present  to  the  Coi  tt 
to-day.    In   that  conversation   I   expressed   my 
doubt  »bout  the  crime  being  made  out,  the  intent 
being    the    gi^t     of    the    crime.    That     intent 
has      been     made     the     basis     of    •     number 
of  editorial  articles   in    the   newspapers.    There 
seems  to  have  been  an   unusual  interest  taken  in 
this  case,  and  thobc  elitoriai  comments  seem  to 
have   gone   a  long   way   in   influencing  public 
opinion  and  creating  the  excitement  and  undue 
interofet  which  centers  in  this  case.    I  have,  since 
that  time,  expre-sed  a  determination  not  to  prose- 
cute this  case  at  alL    Alter  a  consultation  with 
otbert,  and  upon  rtfleetion,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclu.-ion  that  there  is  here  a  legal,  technical 
oase  of  laiceny.    It  is  my  duty  to  prosecute  the 
case.    Public  opinion  has  set  In  that  way,  and  It 
has  been  largely  manufactured  by  the  press  of  the 
citv.    The  pre«  ha-s  cause  i  public  apinion  to  set 
1  in  that  way.    It  is  true  that  this  I*  a  young  man; 
be  Is  comparatively  a  stranger;  that  he  is  poor, 
withoiit  money  and  without  friends,  other  than 
those  he  has  midoduiing  the  last  year  since  he 
has  I  pen  here. 

"All  these  are  circumstances  why  public  oolnlon 
bas  set  In  against  him.  I  mnstadmit  tuat  I  have  not 
the  ootuage  to  stem  the  tide  of  public  opinion  that 
seems  to  have  >et  in  in  thi-,  case.  I  am,  perforce  of 
these  editorial  articles  and  this  manufactured 
public  opinion,  comptUed  t»  prosecute  this  case. 
In  tact  a  warning  was  sent  to  me  that  there  was  a 
strong  current  of  public  opinion  demanding  this 
prosecution,  and  that  it  would  not  l>e  well  for  me 
to  refuse.  I  think  I  can  say  there  is  not  public 
opinion  ef^ough  in  Chri-tendom,  if  I  had  the  legal 
right  not  to  do  60,  to  force  me  to  prosecute  tliU 
emit. 

"The  facte  are  th!'?  Toung  man  wen',  to  the  Pub- 
lic Library  and  took  books  therelrom  to  tha  num- 
ber of  a  Kcore.  After  the  l>ook«  were  in  his  pos- 
s«  srion  be  deface<l  the  labels  and  pasted  the  leaves 
over  them.  The»e  circumstances  go  a  k>ng  way 
in  making  out  the  intent  They  may  make  a  legtl 
case  of  larceny.  U  will  be  •••o  whetber  any  in- 
tent c«n  be  estftbU»hcd.  The  young  man  states 
that  be  was  preparing  himself  for  ordination, 
and  needed  these  b-oks  to  assist  him  in 
bis  studle*.  And  I  may  remark  that  I  know  ol  no 
one  I  would  rUher  prosecute  than  aainisteror 
the  editor  of  adally  newspaper.  He  had  no  money 
to  procure  books;  he  went  to  the  Public  Library 
and  took  them,  intending  to  reiurn  them.  I  »rlll 
now  put  on  the  9t.*n.l,  for  the  purpwe  of  sustain- 
1  ing  this  charge  made  against  him,  Mr.  Poole,  the 
Librarian."' 

Judge  Carter,  in  response  to  the  remarks  of  tbe 
I  Proi-ocuting- Attorney,  ?.ald: 

"I  can  only  say  briefly,  in  reply  to  %That  Mr. 
Campbell  has  saiil,  1  do  not  think  you  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  pt.blic  opinion,  or  that  the  Judge 
of  any  Court  has  any  thing  to  do  with  public 
opinion.  1  do  not  think  our  action  should  be 
I  weighed  by  public  opinions  or  newspapers,  in  any 
case  that  com<s  before  the  Court.  It  b  your  duty 
to  prose jute,  and  duty  of  the  Judge  to  deci  le 
upon  the  law  and  the  evidence.  As  to  the  matter 
of  public  opinion  pro  or  Mn,  I  don't  believe  that 
it  should  act  upon  us  in  any  degree  whatever  to 
swerve  ns  from  our  course." 

-TESTIMONY  OF  THK  LIBRARIAN. 
Mr.  W.  Y   I'ooie,  the  Librarian,  was  then  sworn 
H  .1  to«tifnj*l  -■,ii.-»antially  as  lollow*:    Toe  book 
w    -t;)fe«non  ot  January.    It  wa- taken 

Jioiii  theThci  nx»m  of  the  Public  Library. 

Thai  t»  a  aeparunrnt  of  the  Library  under  my 
«:ire  a»li-»Taritn.  Trie  boo  It  ha>  been  recoverftl, 
andlrocogni  ,ne,  .hich  I  saw  under  the 

care  of  the  «i  I  never  spoke  a  wonl  to 

tlefcndant  in  .... 

t>    Now.  >1:  Ton  mav  ^tste  all  the  cir- 

,,„n,.  ->.,  if  von  pl^asc^     A.  Aloag 

In  it  It  Auku»t— we  beg.%n  to  lo+e 

bo'tk-  man  u^.-  i  .,'■•;  'gi*"*!  I.turafv.  aud  the  case 
wa«  reporte«l  to  me     I  in«'ru(t«l  the  attendant 


nd  I  drove  down  to  the  library  to  see  Mr.  Poole. 

Ir.  Poole  said  he  did  not  want  to  see  him.  1  then 
<-»nir  back  and  told  hiru  what  Mr.  Poolnhad  »nid. 
He  seemed  very  anxious  to  see  him.  I  then  told 
him  I  thought  one  of  the  reasons  of  Mr  Paolo's 
not  coming  to  see  him  waa  he  was  possitivelbat 
be  had  these  other  l>ooks.  He  then  told  me  in 
l)ositive  terms  that  he  did  not  have  them. 

Q.  ''When  you  went  back  vou  found  the  b'y)k< 
in  the  Itook-casc  and  on  the  tabled'  A.  "Yes.  sir." 

Q  "What  was  Mr.  Morgan's  manner  when  you 
spoke  to  him  the  second  timeV"  A.  *'Ue  was  more 
cool  anil  cx)llected.  He  whs  agitated  when  I  had 
the  llrst  eonver>ation  with  him  at  Cheviot." 

This  was. all  the  testi.-Dony  adduced.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan did  not  cross-examine  the  witness,  and  sub- 
mitted bU  ca^e  without  the  interference  of  coun- 
tel,  abhouKh  .Judge  Saflln  sat  by  his  side,  to  see 
that,  hl^  rights  in  Court  were  not  Invaded. 

Mr  Campbell  then  said:  "Mr.  Morgan,  do  you 
dehire  to  hay  any  thing  to  the  Court  in  explana- 
tion of  the  testimony?" 


f . .  ^  lO  1 1  n 


il  W.ltr»l  of  \.vT-  in* 


THK  PAKSOM'B  8TATKMKNT. 
Mr.  Morgan  aioscto  his  leet  and  said  in  u 
strong,  firm  voice,  without  trein  >r  or  embarrass- 
meui:  "ii  the  Court  please,  I  should  like  toexplain 
on*' thing.  Tbereirestiil  tliroeor  four  books  iniss- 
irg;  these  are  I  he  hooks  I  denied  having  in  my  pos- 
sestion  when  Detective  Orr  asked  me  about  them. 
I  oid  not  know  that  he  did  not  have  the  other 
books  in  his  possession.  Those  bofiks  were^rwMw'i 
CommentaritH,  (Jwett*'  C'ommsntariet  an  1  auoiner 
which  I  can't  very  well  renemoer;  I  deny  ever 
having  seen  them.  The  statements  made  are 
partially  correct.  The  iwoks  1  accumulatol  lor 
the  purpooe,  as  the  Prosecuting  Alt  )rnuy  has 
said,  of  preparing  myself  lor  exammttlon  for 
oroiuation.  I  U.-d  borrow o<l  booBs  th.;  same  way 
previous  to  this,  and  ha<l  returned  tbein.  1  irave 
a  list  8ubse<iuently  to  a  friend,  who  hai  gonetlice 
and  found  them  all  there  in  the  library.  I  very 
deeply  deplore  having  the  books  in  my  possession, 
and  joj-itively  I  intcndc^l  t'>  return  them  Winn 
my  e.xammation  was  through.  I  know  oi  nothing 
elee  I  have  to  say,  except  to  throw  myself  entirely 
on  your  mercy,  so  far  as  jou  can  ail  me.  I  en 
not  guilty  of  Iho  charge  of  stealing." 

'tbr.  Court--"Mr.  Mu>gm,  can  >ou  make  anv 
ex|>  anation  why  you  covered  these  bot>ks,  erased 
some  of  the  labels  aud  pasted  down  the  fly- 
leaves?" 

Mr.  Morgan— "ffcovered  the  books  to  as  to  keep 

thtm  clean.    The  labels  were  torn  out  thought- 

I'scly  to  prevent  l>eing  questioned  ab)ut  tiem  by 

friends  who  might  see  them.    It  was  tnoughllessly 

done,  without  realizing   *h:it   tlu  con-.equeno^-.s 

would  be.  or  what  construction  would  bt!  put  upon 

the  att.    1  intendwl  lo  return  them.    The  uasting 

down  of  the  fly-leaves  was  outdone  Intentionally,  i 

When  I  put  the  brown  paper  covers  on  the  books 

I  pasted  them  with  mucilage,  and  when  I  clostvl 

the  iKwks  the  flv-leaves  stu^  k.    That  accounts  lor 

their  licing  pasted  djwn,  concerning  which   so 

much  his  bt-en  said." 

Mr.  Omp'tell  then  arose  and  said: 

'If  thd  t.ourt  ulease,  I  have  one  word  further  to 

say.    It    has   been    shown    that  this  young  man 

ban  taken  the  books.    Perhaps  I  owe  it  to  mvsdf 

U  make  a  word  of  explanation  as  to  what  I  sabl 

here  iu  the  opening  of  trils  case.    This  young  man 

is  a  stranger.    I  understand  that  his  mother  lives 

lo  Wales,  an<l  that  be  i^    her  only   supjiort.     He 

llisi  learned  a  mechanical  trade,  but  he  elevate! 

himself  by  his  own  ability  and  i>er8everan<-e  to 

the  position  he  Is  now  holding.    He  seem*  to  have 

maile  a  very  favorable   impression   amonir   the 

people  where  he  is  stopping,     in  view  ol  itieso 

faci.  I  thought  il  there  was  any  way  to  avert  this 

tilal   that  it  would  be  well  to  do  It    That  was 

the  tenor   of  my  conversation   with   Mr.   Poole 

Mr.  Poole  had  a  oetter  ideaot  public  justice  than 

I    ha<i,  although    I   was    the    public   prosecutor. 

Pi  o^ocutOl  s  are  men  w  ho  are  su  p|>o^e<l  not  to  have 

any  heart  or  feeling,  but  I  have  not  been  In  the 

prole'-sion  long  cnoMgh  t)bfcome  entirely  callous, 

1  did  think  that  If  there  was  any  way  to  save  him 

it    night    bj  well  to  do  It.    I  don't  know  what 

effect  such  a  course  might  have.    Th«  pro«ec.utiog 

witness  diflered  from  ihe.  He  insisted  right  firmly 

that    the    davmcre    should     not    be    suspended 

over  hin  ,  but'lt  should  fall.    Th««  publio  will  look 

to  him  to  guard  the  llbr.iry.     He  has  now   per- 

foraie<l  his  duty  and  I  have  perfurm&l  mine,  and  I 

can  sav  I  think  a  ca.«e  of  larceny   has  been   ma<te 

out    Butltwillbe  for  the  Court  to  say  whether 

there  was  any  latent." 

THB  8KMTS1TCS. 
The  Court  said :  The  mere  trial  of  pereons  for 
larceny  's  no   new  thing,  but  i*  of  daily  ocur- 
rence.    We  have  cases  before  us  in  which  we  sen- 
tence the  offender  to  the  Work-house,  and  to  p»y 
fliies,  without  outraging  our  feelings.    Ot  course 
we  have  ftjnipathy    lor  any  one  who  is  unfortu- 
nate    This  I  a^e,  however,  has  causeil  me  consid- 
erable thought,  and  I  can  well  say  it  is  a  very 
oainluldut)    lor  me  to  sit   in  j|ndgmeDt  upon  a 
voiing  m.tn  who  is  just  sUrtingiui  In  the  world 
wdh  surh  fair  promise:  mie  wm  has  adopted  a 
PToles«l.>n  so  very  honorable;  <A  who  hq^aken 
upon  himself  to  a.lvi»e  peoole  .%tg  whatjyrtyht 
and     what      is    wrong.     It    IsJWneMil^  ttat 
vcrv     '■cldom     occurs.     The     festimony    shovi 
that     Mr.      Morgan      did     tale    the»e     Ijooks. 
We  have   bis  statement  that  he  inlende*!  to  re- 
turn them.    We  must  look  at  the  act  of  the  man 
to  find  out  what  his  Intentions  were,    "e  sav^  as 
an  excuse,  that  he  removal  the  maiks  and   labels 
from  the  books  because  he  did  not  want  to    be 
nuestioned  as  to  how  be  came  la  possession  of 
such  a  number  of  books.    While  that  may  be  true, 
fuch  an  imi.rts.ion  is  not  made  upon  «)•«>">'«•' 
ihiua  It  l-  like  any  ciue  wHere  a  man  »%*«»   pn» 
SMil«>nof  property  without  tne  priviloilg;' of  the 
owner,  and  mKicrtakcs  to  deface  it  >(>kh».t  "J  w'ti 
not  be  re«.ogui/,.Hbie  by  the  owner.    R  »  »•»''  to  in- 
fer in  such  a  ca»c  that  he  intend,  to  appropriate 
the  property  to  his  own  use.    Now,  any  one  wool  l 
sas    if    I    was    to    uke    a    coat  Irom  a  man 
aLd     color    It,     or    ebaoge     it    In    some    way 
no        tnat        be        would        not       ko>w        it 
again,  and   if   I  should  lie  caua-hf,  with  the  eon 
upon  mv  back,  I  should  sUte  that  I  Intenied  t*> 
wiar  it'a  little  wbile  and  then  return  It,  no  one 
would  believe  that  wu  my  intention     It  would 
be  clear  to  the  minds  of  cve^y  one  that  I  lote-id"d 
to  appropriate  the  coat  to  my  own  use,  or  i  woul  I 
ne^erhave  attempte.1  to  defane  it.    Mr.  Morgan 
aomiW  he  took  the  hooks.    With  regard  Ui  those 
books  Mr.  Morgan  states  that  he  neodel  them  t  > 
it  himself  for  the  profession  he  had  alo|ite  I.  an.l 
that  )e<l  him  to  make  this  step.    1  ,"»;';»**/.,", 
the  evidence  is  cnnclusi»e  to  my  mind  that  h 
ffuiltv.     That    is    the   verdict.      While  in  i.- 
frenuently     sent    men     to     the     Workhouse 
lor     six     m-inth.,     and     fined     them  ^ eo^^gh 
to  keep    them  there  nearly  a  year.  I  think  ttc 
cinum-Unce^  oi  this  case  are  sncti  that  itdo^ 
not  require  me  to  pass  a  sentence  any  thing  lia« 
that,    ir  1  err  at  all  In  my  judgment  it  shall  ih; 
in  favor  of  the  prlMiner.    I  believe  the  lesson  h 
such  th.at  while  it  maycist  a  cloud  over  him  for  a 
littte  while,  I  hope  and  trust  his  conduct  In  the 
future  will  be  such  that  tne  many  warm  friends 
who  have  come  to  his  MSistance  on  this  occasion 
will  never  have  any  cause    to  regret  it.     lour 
fine.  Mr.  Morgan,  will  be  Itt  and  costs,  and   I  re- 
Bttit  the  One  and  cost*. 

r|«on  the  «eiiU-nce  being  announced,  Mr  aior- 
«an  was  surrouiided  by  a  number  of  frieo.ui  wIm 
»»snre<l  him  of  their  warmest  sympathy  and 
friendship. 

In  this  coT"^f<'f  ion  it  may  be  well  to  state  that 
Mr.  Poole-  <n  in^sting  on  this  prosecution 

has  been  «  1   throughout  by  the  Hoanl  of 

Managers  of  the   Public   Li  irary.    Mr.  Pwde  has 
I  no  p.  rsoial  fteling    In  the  inatter.     Mr.   King, 
I  Pre-'dent  of  the  Board.  wait»l  upon   Mr.  Ca  np- 
IhU,  Protecting  Attone  .  at  his  offico,  on  M-m- 
dav  after n.  im  what  course  oe  was 

going  to  1  1   to  the  pnwiecutioo  ol 

Ihe  rase.    Mr. «,  amji'i-u  mtormwl  him  in-"    ■    ^•- 
fteling»  then   were,  he  should  n«H  pr" 


) 
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We  hart  m  very  long  ooa 

ter     I  was  then  put  in  powession  of  all  the  facts,   ; 
at  least  I  have  no  new  facts  to  present  lo  the  Court  j 
to- day.    In   that   conversation   I   expressed  my  i 
doubt'about  the  crime  being  made  out,  the  iatcat  \ 
being    the    Bi>t     of     the    crime.    That     intent 
has     been     made     the    basis     of    a     number  | 
of  editorial  articles  in   the  newspapers.    There 
sec-ms  to  have  b«en  an  unusual  interest  taken  in  ^ 
this  case,  and  thosc  e  litoriai  comments  seem  to  , 
have   gone    a  long   way   in   Influencing   public  i 
opinion  and  creating  the  excitement  and  undue  ■ 
interott  which  centers  in  this  case.    1  have,  since 
that  time,  expre-sed  a  determination  not  to  prose- 
oiite  this  case  at  all.    Atter  a  consultation  with 
other*,  and  upon  ixfiection,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  here  a  legal,  technical 
c»*e  of  larceny.    It  is  my  duty  to  prosecute  the 
case     rublic  opinion  bus  set  In  that  way,  and  it 
has  been  largely  manufActuretl  by  the  preis  of  the 
citv     The  prens  ba'J  cause  :  public  ftplnlon  to  set 
in  tliat  way.    It  is  true  that  this  Is  a  young  man; 
he  is  comparatively  a  stranger;  that  he  U  poor, 
without  money  and  without  friends,  other  than 
ILoLhehasmadcdu.ingtUe  last  year  since  he 

hasleenbere.  ^,.        ,   .       i 

•'All  these  are  circumstances  why  public  opinion  j 
has  set  m  against  him.  1  must  admit  that  I  have  not  i 
the  courage  to  stem  the  tile  of  puMlc opinion  that 
seems  to  have  »et  in  in  this  case.   I  am,  perforce  of  ^ 
these   editorial  articles    and  this  manufactured  . 
public  opinion,  cou.i)tUedt«  prosecute  this  case.  I 
m  fact  a  warning  was  sent  to  mo  that  there  was  a 
strong  current  of  public  opinion  demanding  this 
pi-osecution,  and  that  It  would  not  be  well  for  me 
to  refuse.    I  think  1  can  say  there  is  not  public 
opinion  eT>ough  in  Christendom,  if  I  had  the  legal 
right  not  to  do  »o,  to  force  me  to  prosecute  this 

"The  facts  are  this  young  man  wenl  to  the  i  ub- 
lic  Library  and  t..ok  books  theretrom  to  the  num- 
ber of  a  srore.    After  the  Iwoks  were  in  his  pos- 
se s^ion  be  defaced  the  labels  and  pasted  the  leaves 
over  them.    These  circumstances  go  a  long  way 
in  makh.g  out  the  intent   They  may  make  a  leg  il 
C«4e  of  Uiceny.     It  will  be  ..en   ^^'"'^^^nZll^ 
tent  cun  be  established.    The  young  man  states 
Z^t  he  was   preparing  himself  fo^   ^dimUlon 
MBd     needed     these     boks    to    assist    him    In 
Tu  St  Jues.    And  I  may  i-emark  that  I  know  ol  no 
one  1  would  r*ther  prosecute  than  a  minister  or 
the  edUor  of  a  dally  newspaper.    He  had  no  money 
tneeoujrj  '  ^  to  the  Public  Library 

to  procure  buoks,  ne  wen  w 

and  took  them,  intending  to  '«»'"^  t'^*^"'-  /.  '  " 
nov*  put  on  the  st.n.,  for  the  I'-^'-^^j,^"^  ^'/i; 
ing  this  charge  made  against  him,  Mr.  Poole,  the 

'  jjge^carter,  in  response  to  the  remark,  of  the 
Prosecuting- Attorney,  nald: 

'.^I  can  only  .ay  brie.ly,  In  reply  to  what  Mr 
Ca«pl>ell  has  said.    I  .io  not  think  you  have  any 
thini  -  do  With  public  opinion,  or  that  the  Judge 
of  anv-Court  haS  any   thing  to  do  with  publ^. 
:'pinion.  Tl  uot    think  onr  -tlon  snoald  be 
wcdfhed  by  public  opinions  or  ^J^\l*^'^'^^^ 
c.*e  that  comes  before  the  Court.    It  b  ><>"  ^»  > 
to  prosecute,  and  duty  of  the  '^^^'^f*  ^/^".^  ^^^^ 
«uon  the  law  and  the  evidence.    As  ti  the  matter 
XuUlVo7i«»on  pro  or  con,  I  ^-'^  believe  ^.^t 
it  should  act  upon  us  In  any  degree  whatever  to 

iwerve  us  from  our  course."  „  ^,„  ^„ 

•TKSTIMONY  OF  THB  LIBRAUIAN. 

Mr.  IvZ^.,  the  1^,^-i-ilo^- 'tV^oS 

and  testifle.!  ""^•^i*"'*'  ^jfnt  ar  °  li  wa°  taken 
W8stak«n  on  :he/25lb  oi  Januarj^  Library, 

from  the  The.do^'.pal  room  of  ^ «  j;*'^"^,„.ier  m'y 
That  i.  a  «»'P»'-„^'"«'^'  ''i^fc^a,  l^n  recoverL^l. 
care  as  »'-»'a'.'*°;H,^"!„^,hlch  I  saw  under  the 
^?eV/Vh!TteSives^.  ^I  nSier  spoke  a  woni  to 

cu^^tances  '^f 'he  c«se,  [\y^\V^^^l^^^n  to  lose 
in  tbe  sumroer-abont  Augu  *  ^d  the  case 

U.t=.  f"-°"'if  J  me  '"^  ins.Vua  the  attendant 
was  reported  to  me  «  "^^i..i  arntrh  of  uerrjns 
Tn\uJ  H'>r^J7^  ''^aHv'Tn  Ue  *m5cr  last  mv 
who  came  th-^re.  »=*'*'25L 'vew  York.  Upon  my 
b«-ine.9  caHe  I  °!«  **/y,^n?»rT  I  learne.\  that  a 

return,  on  the  t,th  ot  J*°"»7^  from  the  Tfteo- 
ffnui  many  boos ihailbpeotaaenro^^^ 

f/gual  L.br»v>,  f"'' *  l^^^fAhV^a^^dant  »ndall>ltt 
made  out.    »  a**'" 'tVth      he     Li^'^^y     to     be  f^ 
othei.    connected     The    watch.       <>n     the    SSth 
very     much      on      the^*;;^   „f    the     Library 

ol  •'»«'«»'"y_l?®  ,f  jrve  me  the  facts  with  re- 
came  to  mv  room  and  K*V«'^^„,nt  yf  Mi^s  Bcr- 
g,ud  to  this  »»«o'«-  /-.V^  convinc«.1  that  we  had 
Snr.u  th«  ""^'fC^^o^wK-.d  Uken  the  .H>»ks. 
Botten  hold  of  the  P«^""  r' ,,^,|ts  on  the  i»t  I  was 
f-,..«,  the  characur  o,   tne  ^k>^^»s  o-i 

*at..fl.d  that  It  .T'f^liVt  the  office  of  the  Chief  Of 
hi^-l  got  them.  1  ^■^^l^\^\  ^^hooks  into  the  hands 
1-ol.cc  and   g»ve  inis  n  i  ,^^  jj  ^^,^  ^^A 

of  Detective  «>7  ""''**  ran t.  In  the  arternooo  of 
gwt.re  out  a  »*ar«5V- *  "'f '  book  was  taken  from 
the  ai^th,  the  day  aiter  ^^^^  ^"rmed  me  the 

'b'a^  litXlln'^'  u7S;^f  them  and  the  ny- 

'%-t\};ur^;rT-;»>---^,,^ 

■^'*i*"**.'in    ..Jr^rr,  where  did  you 
rKA>ver  tht-o  bo-.ks        church  of  Cheviot,  on  the 

Mo.  Kan.  in  the  B»P«**  ';;Xthere  and  tailed  on 
*Mbot.lHnuarV.    I  wentmil  in         ^^^^ 

Mr.  Morgan;  .VPj'^^e "» take  a  seat;  I  then 
my  P*>*»t'*>«''.''°,'l''T  I  toked  him  if  he  ba.l  the 
told  blm  VI h>  i  »*™f-,  *  ■^C^hiie,  hf  ^ai.t  he  had. 
book^.  »i'dt  »VJ;;  lo  2  V*  *him  «hat  t.  do;  I  ad- 
He  tl.en  a*ke>J  me  lo  ^^  v''^"  i-Lks;  he  got  up  trum 
Tl^erihimtoRiveupallthelKwa*^      K    ^^^^  „„t 

bi,  seat  and  v»ent  lo  »»«  '^•^^'  '  "nnea  uf  them  as  I 
the  lK>ok.,  and  nave^  me  the^  nam  ^       ^^^ 
checked      them      off      ir^m  ^^      p    j^ 

had  been  •""T-'-'^rJ,  iwoks  on  the  ll«^ 
1  recovered  all  th«  twoks^  o^^  ^^  ^^,. 
with  the  excepMon  of  lour.     in«^  ^^^  ^ 

Jan  said  he  did  nut  f^^f-J^'eakhtr heart;  that 
tad  case.    He  s»id  '*  ^""^L*  ^  u  wo.ild  iaj  are  him 

for  liie.  I  »*«•,''!'", tin  2  lie  about  them  for  all 
be  .aid  he.^^V"L^J^':^r  o(H*e-  He  .*i  I  he  ha  i  never 
the  sugar  '"  »\l°  ^^' '^      1  went  out  ttK5.  day  lo 
ttolen  any  thing  beloe.'  ^^.j  ^e  did 

lowing  a"'i.':«^*'?.'?ii^tc.l^J^en  I  told  him  my 
not  have.    H«w.^iM^taUd*«e°^^^^^    ^  ^^^ 

buMnc**  th*    «';'   "':f,-  the    first  time  was  be- 
search  more  thorounniv 

»»»»*"•  .         ..,-«   A^MMd  to  view  or  were  they 
Q.  Were  they   •»P?»*^ere    exposed   to    view 
cxit.ceaUd?      A     They    w^    wail  quite  a  nam- 
among  the  other  books.    TMre  wa.  h 

Ijcr  ot  liooks  there.  ^  conversation'     A.  I 

g.  l»id  jou  have  »  f^"l,  *fn°\hV  oiBce  of  the 
h^aeonversationwithhim^  we     ^,^^^    ^ 

«:hler  of  I'o^'*^*  »^1,'  A  25^,!  sec  Mr.  Toole. 
jlorgaa  leqwttcd  ma  W  I«  »° 


bll^ia  »'>-*"B  purw--— — 

much  his  iLK-en  said. 

Mr.  Cami)'>ell  then  arose  and  said:       ....,  .. 

'  ir  the  '  ourt  ulease,  I  have  one  word  '"''*»«' *^ 
say  It  has  been  shown  that  thU  young  man 
hi  taken  the  books.  Parhaps  I  ovve  it  to  mvsaf 
t  innke  a  word  of  f  xi-'aoation  *»  to  what  i  sam 
her'Slu  th'^e  Sag  of  t\,is  ';,ase.  This  young  ^*a 
is  a  •  trauger.    I  un  lerstand  that  hi*  mother  lives 

ioWahs.audthat  he  i^  ^«'  .^i^'y .^Z'^Uva"  1 
flisi  learned  a  mechanical  trade,  but  he  eiavat«» 
h  msllf  bv  his  own  ability  ^^^d  i>erseverance  to 
the  boslti6n  he  is  now  holding.  He  seem,  to  hdve 
made^  a  verv  favorable  impression  among  the 
SeVhe7e  he  U  stopping  In  view  of  th«e 
K,.L   I  thousht  il  there  was  any  way  to  avert  ini» 

[r^at  h'i"?  would  be  ^^V.'^  iuL'-MT'^pJJle 
th«  fi-n.ir  of  my  conver-atlon  with  Mi.  rooie 
M?  K  had  S^fcetter  idea  ot  public  justice  than 
I  had  altbouKh  I  was  the  public  prosecutor. 
P,5fS:'uS  s  are  men  viho  are  supi»o,ed  not  to  have 

S^^iji^-i^Se-Si^^i^ci^f; 

H  sl^^^rrKsiS^Krqjl 

rhafthe    c'Lymore    should    °"^,*„J«,i.*^J,r,JSk 

S^li^i'-l^'g^uUVS^Ub-y.^  "e'K^  n-  ^r^ 
r  ^1  v/i  ,i,Vf  V  and  I  have  oerformed  mine,  and  I 
clu"'sav  1  OiiSk^acl-e  o?Ta^eny  ha»  been  made 
^t  Butit  wiUbe  forthe  Court  to  aay  whether 
i  there  was  any  Intent."  _  ,._^__ 

The  Court  said:   The  mere  trial  of  persons  for 
laic^y  Tno   new  thing,  but  l,  of  'i«;^y*>« '"" 
r^Dce     We  have  cases  before  us  in  which  we  sen. 
"nee  the  offender  to  the  Work-house,  and  to  p^ 
I  fliHM  without  outraging  our  feelings.    Ot  cpurae 
'   we  ha^c  *>  mpalhy    for  a«v  oua  wTio  is  untortu- 
natcTt»is"Le,  however,  lias  cause,    me  wnsl,^ 
i.r«tile  thouKht,and  I  can  well  say  u  is  a  very 
ua^nlul  dull    lor  "ie  to  sit  in  ln<lgmeut  upon  a 
I  ^omgmanwho  is  Jftstartiajj^ut  in  the  w^ld 
1  Wdh  such  fairproroUe:  one  '^J?  ^»f„  ?"]? "^  * 
1  prolts>*l..n  so  very  honorable;  o^.^'j^fy^^.t^b" 
ipon  himself  to  «!  vise  people  *Wwh*fc*rlg^^^ 
ami     what      is    wrong.     It    isWhotfcIng'   Wat 
verv     seldom     occurs?    The     (estimony    sho*. 
1  Thlt     Mr      MorMu     did     talte    these     books, 
wl  hJ^e   his  su^nent  that  he  micnde.1  to  re- 
tura  tbJm     We  mult  looH  at  the  act  of  the  man 
lJ^?ndoiTt'whatms  intentions  were.    He  savs  as 
l^n  excuse*  That  he  remove.1  the  ma-ksand  JabcU 
from  fhe  books  because  he  rtid  «»'»*"**«   ^, 
ouestioned  as  to  how  he  came  In  possession  of 
such  a  number  of  books.    While  that  may  be  true, 
'ucban  imprtsiion  is  not  made  "P^"  ™W"'i„,' 
ibiua  it  i-.  like  any  case  w^^ere  a  "»»■»  »VVff„P?J. 
i^^ionof  prop^r^  >»'"'""?  V?.„*;t"l»hat^l?  wfu 
owner,  and  un.iertakes  to  deface  »' •'^^XiVto  in 
not  be'recogniz..ble  by  the  o?L"/d'-  to  upp  o,^la°e 
fer  in  such  a  ca*c  that  he  intend^  ^  uppioiri^ 
the  prouerty  to  his  own  use.   No-v,  an>j>ne_woui ji 


835,    if    I    was 


to 
or 


take    a    coat  I'rom  a  man 

w.arita  little  while  and  then  return  >t' n;^"^^  A 

Tould  believe  that  was  my  intention     l^^'^ll'^  1 

be  dear  to  the  minds  of  every  one  that  '  '"^^^Wi      " 

^appropriate  the  coat  to  «»/ o*"  "%*»;  Morgan 

nefer^ave  attempted  to  »l«f*;* 'Regard  SUese 

aumits  he  took  the  »'<>p>'*;h^ 'h«  needed  them  to 

books  Mr.  Morgan  =*t»t«^ ''^f  L  hi^  aiopted,  and 

flt  himself  for  I  he  P.^/f  **^^teo     I  trusts  ay  that 

that  led  him  to  «n»^M^':t^^,Sy  mind  that  he  is 
theevidemuslsi^ncluslveto  mym  ^^^^^    ^    ^^^^ 

guilty.     That    IS    <;h«   '*^'*='ihc      Work-house 
1  frequently     sent     men     to  enough 

for  six  mouths  *"^„,„  . %-.,  I  think  the 
to  keep  them  there  nearly  a  yew  Jt^^  ^^^^^ 
cinumstances  ot  this  case  are  r*-... 

not  re^«»r"«  V'J'lftnmyjX^en"  "  «»'^"  'f 
that.  If  I  err  at  »"'°°*V believe  the  lesson  Is 
in  favor  of  the  Pri'-on^"^-  .^  rloud  over  ^  f^^  ^ 
inch  thivt  while  it  may  c  '*»  » .'^'i'J'J^^nduct  »n  the 
lUtte  while,  I  hope  and  «^  V^/Xm  fViends  4 
future  will  be*-^^b   hat  tt^e  man^^^^ 

*  ho  have  com«.*"'';'^use    to  regret  K    Your 
^liS^MoJ|In.^iiri^andc^ts.andIre-    , 

mit  the  Une  and  costs.  announced,  Mr-  Mor- 

r,K,n  the  ^«"»^i"f  h^'°«u*^ber  of  frien,ls  who 

l^^J^n^i^oXeiK^r^S   sympathy   and 

I  'n^n^'h^'s'&nnectlon  It  maj  beweu  to^te^^^^ 

Mr.Poole•scoursclnln^dstingon^       g^  ^^„,  ^f 

has  l>een  st|Stain«^  thw,  Khout     y  ,^,^  ^^ 

Managers  ot  |.he  I-ublic   l^y*;^-^,     Mr.   King, 

no  P^^*o'^*.*t"?J5aAf  waited  upon   Mr.  Ca^np- 
1  Pree'dentol  the  IJoaro.wai       bis  office,  on  Moq- 

b,ll,  Prosec'ting  ,\t'''"®b'im  what  course  ne  was 
day  afternoon,  a'"\"''^r*j.^,  to  the  un)secution  of 
„o{ng  to  »iVrt"«mpl>^irrnrnrme.ihrmtaat.»shis 
tbeca*e.     »'.  Campi*eii'»'       .  prosccu  e  the 

neimgs  then  were,  he  'J°"^\^Vtbe  office  o 
case.    Mr.   King  *"*-"  .l..,i..vrt<ihimto  aopear  and 


I 


Jldge  Cartkk,  of  the  Police  Court, 
seems  to  entertain  an  original  idea  of 
justice.  Yesterday,  in  the  case  of  the 
young  divine  who  plundered  the  Public 
J  Jbrary,  he  inflicted  a  fine  of  $25  and  costs 
and  then  remitted  it.  A  short  time  agu  he 
sent  a  ywpng  man  to  the  Work-house 
for  carrying  off  two  or  three  books  from 
a  physioian^s  oftice.  In  the  case  of  the 
minister,  the  guardian  of  the  stolen 
property  was  on  hand  to  prosecute.  In  the 
last  named  case  the  owner  of  the  purloined 
books  testified  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
boy  intended  to  steal  them.  But  the  boy 
went  to  the  Work-house.  He  didn't  happen 
to  have  a  predilection  for  theology,  we  pre- 
sume. 


The  Public  Librarian  Assaulted. 
Yesterday  morning,  as  Mr.  Poole,  the  Librarian,.^ 
stepped  into  the  hall  leading  out  of  that  beauti- 
j  ful  piece  of  architecture  known  as  the  City  BulU- 
Irgs,  after  the  termination  of  the  suit  against 
Eev.  Stephen  Morgan,  In  which  case  he  was  the 
prosecuting  witness,  he  met  a  malevolent  indi- 
vidual, who  assailed  him  with  a  storm  of  abuse, 
and  who  almost  instantly  afterward  struck  him 
in  the  mouth  with  his  clenched  hand,  causing  the 
blood  to  flow.  Detective  Orr  came  promptly  to 
the  rescue,  and  conveyed  the  in«livi(»ual  to  the 
Station-house  below,  where  the  charge  of  assault 
and  battery  was  lodged  against  him,  and  he  was 
reh  ased  on  bail  to  appear  this  morning  to  answer 
t»  iliu  hai^L.  The  ass  i,.  tiuu  partv  is  Mr.  L.  B. 
Braoy,  who  IS  eiigaKed  i  .  ih.saieof  a  picture  in 
Ihis  I  itv  linown  as  L  n  efleldS  Lincoln.  Mr 
Pcole  ktates  that  he  kn  vb  of  no  cause  for  the 

ftbbault. 


Thb  good  and  pious  Benjamin  Egglb-  | 
8TON,  we  are  jjratified  to  know,  appeared 
in  the  Police  Court  yesterday  to  do  a  little  i 
poor  good  in  the  way  of  rescuing  from  thej 
perils  of    the  law  tue  parson  of    Chevioti 
who  stood  accused  of    stealing  books  froi 
the  Pablic  Library.    It  was  just  like  Bbk* 
whose  penetrating  eye  saw  below  the  ted 
nical  legal  oifense  a  motive  so  trnly   lauf 
able  as  to  conyert  the   transaction  into 
Axample  worthy  of    imitation  by  impec" 
nions  shepherds  of  hungry  flocks.     It  mufl 
have  been  a  metaphysical  problem  to  Be»1 
.TAMiN,  however,  that  a  man  shonld  so  tbirsl 
for  book  knowledge  as  to  steal   when   hel 
could  not  buy.      It  is  a  kind  of  larceny  of 
which,  in    his    long    public  career,  he  has 
I  never  himself  been  accused. 


«„  finsirro  Ocatiemtta  wlih  Rather 
('onfiiaed  Idean  an  lo  Oar  I^aws  aad 
the  Bighia   af  Citixea«. 

Oar  worthy  Librarian,  Mr.  Poole,   (who,   by 
the  way.  Is  a   Boston  gentleman,)  was  making 
bis  way   oat   of  the   Police    Court,   yesterday 
noon,  after  seeing  the  Rev.  Morgan,    who  had 
Deen   convicted  of   larceny   of  books,   escape 
without  the  payment  of  the  nominal  fine  im- 
posed.    He  was  doubtless  la  a  confused  state 
of  mind   over  the  ways  of  oar  Courts,  and  not 
In  a  condition  to  tackle  a  fresh  enigma,  when 
lie  was  suddenly  halted  by  a  large,   heavy  set 
man  In  the  picture  business,  a  Mr.  Brady,  who, 
after  slinging  a  faw  excited  words  at  him,  gave 
him  a  glancing  blow  of   bis   fist   on   his    (Mr. 
Poole's)   mouth,  which  drew  blood.    OfHoer  Orr 
happened  to  oome   ap  Jast  then.     Mr.  Poolo, 
«videutly  perfectly  bewildered,  and   in  much 
donbt  as   to  the  rights  of  the  people  west  of 
the  Alleghanles,  turned  a  touohlngly  appealing 
look  upon  the  officer,  and  asked,  with  an  ex- 
pression and  tone  that  are  described  as  having 
been  exornolatlngly  fanny  in  their  simpliolty 
and  despair: 
"Has  this  man  a  rigJU  to  hit  me  %" 
The   offloer  replied   by   hustling  Mr.   Brady 
down  to  the  station-boase,  and  requiring  Mr. 
Poole   to  make  an    afBdavlt    against    him   for 
assault  and  battery.    Brady  explained  that  he 
wanted  to  get  even   with  Mr.  Poole  lor  having 
Interfered  with  the  sale  of  one  of  bis  pictures. 
"When  our  reporter  last  saw  Mr.  Poole  he  was 
■tin  in  doubt  as  to  the  rights  of  people  west  of 
the  Allegbanlos. 


Now  that  Myers  has  been  acquitted  and 
reinstated  in  the  Library,the  Cheviot  parson, 
who  has  been  justified  in  taking  things 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  should  be  rein- 
stated, and  the  salaries  of  both  rr  ised. 
Such  living  examples  of  exalted  public 
virtue  and  integrity  ought  not  to  go  unre  • 
warded. 


Thb    Oazette    laboriously    invites      poor  j 
young  parsons  who  need  books  to  qualify 
themselves  for  the  ministry,   to  take  from 
the  riches  of  its  private  library,   not  only 
without    money  and   without    price,    but 
without  asking.    It  would  not  regard  such 
abstraction  as  theft.      We  should    expect 
this  elevated  view  of  the  morality  of  the 
transaction  from  an  editor   who  is  by  com- 1 
mon    consent    of  the  press  of  the  United 
Stages  prononnced  "truly  good." 


THE     E^LIOIOUS      BOOK    CASE. 

Trial  of  HUp^m  Morsraii  In  «b«  Police 
Court  ttato  Mornlug. 


Mr.  Stci.bcn  Morgan,  who  was  arrested  some  ten 
or    twche   days   since    by    Detective  O"    on    a 
warrant    sworn     out     by     Mr.     W.     i.    Poole, 
LibraiLin     of      the     Public     Library,    charging 
him   viih  having  at  various  tlme«  talten   i.ook. 
frcn>  I  he  room  whore  the  thtoiogical  and  religious 
werk.  are  kept,  with  the  intention  of  approprut- 
I  ing  the  i4Jme  to  his  own  private  use.  was  arra.gned 
before  Judge    Ci^rter,  in  the   Police    Ccurt.    this 
morning,  lor    trial.      Mr.   Poole   had   hied   affi-l 
davits     alleging     three    diflerent    offenses,      on 
three     separate     occasions.        Prosecuting     At- 
torney   Campbell    noUied    two    of    the    charges, 
and   proceeded     to   trial     on    the     third,    wh.ch 
Bets  forth  that  on  the  25tU  day  of  January  he  car- 
ried away  one  bcoRor  the  value  of  $1  50. 

To  this  charge  the  defendant   p'cuded    that  he 
had  taken  the  books,  but  with  no  Idea  of  larceny, 
intending  to  return  them. 
Mr  Campbell  then  stated  the  case,  as  follows: 
Mav  Itplea-e  tbc  Court,  I  desire  to  say  a  few 

rcurtflo  this  for  the  reason  that  at  pa.,  time  lu 

^rese^rby  he  Ssecufor  o\  this,  court  to 
f  ronvlction.  That  contersatlon  I  conceive  to  have 
wn  the  imsls  of  some  editorial  matter  that  has 
^fuce  appealed?  and  that  has  go^o  a  Ion?  way  n 
St^'ringpubil^^oplnlon^^^n^^^^^^^ 

sent  to  »".«  ^^S  .  rtpfnft^ded  th«  vigorous  prosccu- 
i[o^°of"?hX  infirfuTat^  man.'    It  is'  true  t'f.ls  man 

V4rt  ouS"''^^"'^ 

;r«;e  «;i-i;j;L\Sth?rtr^^^^^^ 

the  property  tal^en  by  nun  WB  ^.^.^acer  that 

''"NiS^.^'^readr  turned  into  mouey.  If  he  Is 
'■*'*ni  a  tlflef  tMs  1^  al.o  a  circums.ance 
really  a  j''\''''/^i_..  He  should  have  tal:ei 
"^^''^y.n.f  L  ?ood  dMl  of  it  18  it  any  wond«r 
."'^'riLrsrtiesTho  are  to-day  seckin-;  to  forever 
n't.  anddeslr^y^thisyouni?  man's  future,  for  tlie 

\^:X,     oS     reference,     V.     ^f^T  ^ »"«     '^f ''^ 

I  i^n.  ^'hiey  are  found  In  his  pos:.o«.iou  oy  the 

Put  lie  Librarian  and    a   delcctivo  office'.     Tho 

I  mnrks  of   he  library  are  In  some  Instances  defaced 

";d  ia  s^me  instances  the  fly.le:»ves  are  pa.  ed 

rii  wn  over  tlicui.    Tli  »,  in  my  opinion,  makes  ilie 

Slcll  ca  e  of  Inrceny.    But  the  "gist"  of  cn,m- 

rtJ,«     intent-    and     I     have      stronjly     f«l' 

11.„t''*'thcVf  ml'4      l«     a  ,--nabl|    doubt 

S^e^'SJs  ra'nd'^a,   iS^r^^S'here'^';  thj  t 
Ssel  I  conceive  It  my  *d«ty  to  present  both 
Sd\^stotbc    Couririhat  ho  wi..s  preparing  f'lr  an 
™.lnat  on  tliat  is' to  take  place  in  the  latter  pirt 
fVl^s  nlmlh;  that  he  had  no   «>«f  •'«  Pf^^.'i'? 
l.e  book*  noces..'.ry  to  p.epure,  no  P' ace  to  N  ria  , 
thPM   and  that  in  ills  Uc-ire  to  prepare  foi  t  »e  e..- 
imtnit ion  wlVk-li  I'C  bad  l)fen  informed  wa.i  to  be  a 
Hu      one  he     io ...  .^  tl.o  i  nle^  of    tu.-  HbrAty,  rnd 
Sf  om  timetoUmc  such  works  as  he  needed 
Uc  claims  that  bis    Intent  was    to  /et^r"  fhef^ 
If  that  lK«  true,  the  youn?  man.  wh.lc  guilty  o.  • 
«P  ■  lous  indiMnHion,  did  not  ooramlt  l«r<eof  •    Eut 
^  \Z\  a«  it  may  it'  i.  not  «\«-; J'-;;^ ^.^^V' ^oS 

n.,i  1  vfi-'Mid  a«  somewhat  dinerent. 
The  m«^al  taking  of  tho.o  bor.k^or  1  he  purpose 

^!4  and  indt^'it'^  mother,  does  no.  come  under 
Jhe  inost  reprelicneiWe  of  «>'C  ^  «J[«des. 
Vrn-ecutors  are  usually  regarded  as  perw^sMT 

"''in  reply.  Judge  Carter  said  that  the  'e™"tso. 
the  Prosecuting  Attorney  were  a  little  out  of  the 
usual  order,  but  that  made  no  d;ff««oc*.  The 
Court,  he  Eald,  had  nothing  to  do  ^ah  P"bl.c 
opinion.  It  was  his  duty  to  pass  upon  the  guHt  or 
innocence  of  persons  brought  before  it  >o  mat- 
ter what  might  bo  the  HrcumsUnccinexte^iua 
tionor  oiherwis*^  he  would  not  swerve  from  h.s 

'  mV  W  F.  Poole,  who  has  charge  of  the  Library, 
wa^^henrstwitocs  sworn.    He  said  that  on  the 
Thof  January  the    book  in  q«c^  on  bad  been 
taken    from    the    Library,    or     rather    from  the 
room    in    which      .eligious     works     are    kept 
TW^     room      WM      under     his       charge,      an-l 
Ibe    book     wa,    valued    at    one    doUar    and    a 
,aH      All    the  books,   some   twenty    in  number, 
;,     h  bad  been  taken  from  the  L-brary  had  .>een 
recovered,  nml   were  in  eour>.    The   w.tness  said 
he   was  not  pre  enl  when    they   were   received 
Durrngtl"laUerp.a.toI  December  he  went  East 
on  bu--.^  and  when  be  -tur.cd.  on  Januar    6. 
the     young     lady      who     had     charge    of     t^e 
ro^m       in       which      reliuious       ^^^- «       '«':; 
k^U      intormcd      bim      that      a       numbe,^    of 


B^HKKK5n.ne  {»«nsni.g 
WwUhalistof  tl.e«.    On  the  26th  of  January 
U^aTtindant  toid  Mm  that  --ther  boo^  ^ad  ^- 
taken,  and  from  stateu.ents  -J^^^*;*^!^,,'::,^ 
^tlsficd  that  Mr.  Morgan  had  ^*^^" j'^^J'^^.ael 
character  of  the  books  taken   « '*««  J'^j.^^^eal 
tl-.at  they  were  In  the  custody  of  »m«  theolog 

"'Mr'^Poole  .aid  he  then  conclu-bd  to  lay  IH.  m.t^ 
t.r  ;;fo  e  the  .-bief  ef  Poli. e.  This  was  done,  and 
Z  matter  was  given  Into  the  hand,  of  Mr^  O^^ 
That  officer  informed  himon  the  '"»«^"'' J^J  ,, 
the  books  had  been    recovered    In    Mr.   Mor„ 

^^:;^:i.^i!:«teexamlned.hebook.whichhai 

be'erb^'lght  into  c^^^^^^:^ ^li^ 
Upon  being  questioned,  Mr.  Morgan  sa 

no  questions  to  ask  tlie  «i'''«"«;  detailln;: 

l>etectlve  Orr  was  next  caUd      A  ter  d^^  ^^^ 

bis  instructiou.  from  the  Chief     I  ,^^ 

that  on  January  J.)  ho  went  lo  M.  •  Mo  S 

.„d  ..ndiog^batgca,lemau     -     • -;'^  ^f  °r,,    ,,„ 

^•"*'""^-  ^'l-  ttaMl^eyw  re    nthero<.matth. 
taken  the  books,  that  they  were  . 

toKi^ewas  inavt" '••"*'  ,       i.nnk-on»c. 

,nd  while  Oir  read  ''<'"*'„„„„,  huidri 
,„„  ,„,.UU«1  u;|«  '7  "l-^";":  '.^^  .":,  e„.,.. 
cut tb. book'-    A""'  """T;    h,dld  iiolh.T, 

|'°r '"5"-  -«-r  ?:."j;»^ 

tlie  arrest.      They  y«  ^  ^^  Mr.  Campbell 

ca.e.    The  witness  further  <^^^^  ,,,„„g  „ 

Srie^iutTttat    Mr.Morgan  at  the  time  was 
very  much  «citcd.  ^^  ^^  ^^^ 

Ue     bad     no     more     «'    /  ^   ^^   three   o 

.upposing   that    the   ««^«/  //'"^ii^blo   books, 
..B.OWO-.  C^mmenur.^,     «ry   va^     ^^^^     ^^ 

which     were     stm       '''']]'^*\^^     .ccumulated 

bad    no     ^''«'t»*,;,,/Decea.ber.  intending  to 
the  book,  since  the  islo    wee 

return  them.  ^''^''^'^''T^^/'j^^  the  Li- 
•^  *'rt  ta^d  Xs  -turned  them. 
l„"T;ply  :  a'  uestion.  the  defendant  stat.I 
that  he  covered  up  the  library  mark,  in  the  book, 
o  avoid  oueationi  which  m'gnt  b,  a.ked  him  con- 
ernlng  them,  and  that  he  bad  put  paper  coverson 
them  to  keep  them  clean.    He  emphatlcHy  deniei 

"'*H^rJhrt?sronyeW,andMr.Campi.l.. 
add^'iog  the  Court,  caid  he  thought  a  ^c^nlca 
n«e  of  larceny    bad    been     made  out,   but   that 
U  wou  d  be  o/the  Court  to  determine  whether  the 
Jnl   t  hlcb  was  the  ,l.i  ol  the  crime,  was  s.mwn 
or  no       In  view  of  the  previous  good  cliar«ct«r  of 
iotendant,  and  that  hi.  aged  -«-  ;^- J^ 
nendcnt  on  bim  for  support,   he  considered    the 
Ztoll  in  which  the  leniency  of  the  Court  would 

"1.r."^rtef  ^disposlag  of   the  case,  said   It 

*"«„/*     thing    for    cases  of    larceny    t. 

r  tHed     in     the     Court,     and     often    many 

^      hem     were     di.p^     o.     wlthou     muc 

Llin-     In  this,  as  in  all  other  cases  he  had  bul 

h,  p°y  to  do  his  du  ty .  He  believed  that .  ca«i  of  Ur- 

':'  h  cl  been  m.de  out,  but  It  was  «ot  <>=•.  J«  tho^ 

Jostances  where  a  severe  punishment  should  h«  In- 

S     The  profession  which  the  defendant  ha  i 

choin  was  indeed  a    commendable   one.    andhe 

hop^^  his  present  unfortunate  P-"^^- J-^^^^J 
bim  a  le^on.  The  statement  that  Morgan  nw 
uLtb'books  intending  to  '•'""' ^ta--"-;:'- 
truehad  failed  to  ».ke  an  impreslon  on  h  ; 
?„d  The  sentence  oJ  the  Court  was  a  fine  of  fi  • 
Tnd  c-trbot;  of   Which  were  .hb,.,«enUy  r.- 

"tt  of  the  ablest  legal  co«b«.1  in  the  cl.  y ^N 

S-p;^^^uLtTL:;t:thrj;:;;l^: 
-^rrn^b:;^■o"'-tlnnuent..»d^ 

-r:cd':;"i^;tni;:ft3;^ 
'""  ""dT:;.'"  r:rb'b:tk'.:"'°'z 

kfgal  investigation. 


I  The  Larceny  of  Poblic  Library   Books. 

How      the     RcToread     I^nbel    VaBialier 

Didn't  Par  m  Fine. 

The  trial  of  Stepbea  Morgan,    pastor   of   the 
Cbevlot    Bftpclst    Cliurob,   (be   was   never   or- 
dained; bo^ereri)).  obarged  wltb  tbe  larceny  of 
books  of  tbe  PabUo  Library,  took  place,  at  last, 
yesterday,  la  tbe  Police  Court.      Tbe  prlaooer 
was    aurrroanded  by  people  of   bis   flock,   and 
gatte  a  number  of  old  WoJsb  oltizens,  wbo    ap-  { 
peared  to  sympatbtee  deeply   with    the  yoaog 
maa  and  to  be  ready  to  aid  tiim  to   any    extent  | 
In  tbelr  power.    Tbe  allOKed  facts  as  to  tbe  6ln- 
appearanco  of  the  books  from  tbe  Library,  and  I 
the  finding  of  them,  covered  ^Ith   paper,   and 
with  tbe  labels  effaced,  on  Mr.    MorKan's  prom- 
laes,  Were  substantiated  by  Mr.    Poole,   tbe  Li- 
brarian,  and   DeteotiTe  Orr.     The  defendant 
would  not  accept  the  serTieas  of  a  lawyer.     He  | 
called    no  witnesses,  merely   making   a   brief  I 
statement  himself.    He  had    accumulated    the  [ 
books  since  the  Ist  of  December,  intendiog.  to  { 
return  them.    Previous    to  that  time   he    bad 
often  taken  books  from  tbe  Library,  but  had  al- 
ways returned  tbem.    In  reply  to   a   question 
tbe  defendant  stated  that  he    covered    up    tbe 
Library  marks  In  tbe  books  to  avoid   questtons 
which  might  be  asked  him    concerning    tbem, 
and  that  be  had  put  paper  covers  on   tbem    to 
keep  them   dean.     He  emphatically    denied 
guilty  intention. 

The  rather  remarkable  speech  of  Prosecutor 

Campbell,  in  stating  tba  case,  was  as  loltowH: 

"May  it  please  tbe  Court,  x  desire  to  aar  a  few 
■wordi  to  Toiir  Honor  in  rei^ard  to  thU  caa«  before 
proceftding  to  place  the  factn  ofBolally  before  the 
Court.  I  do  tbu  for  the  r'>»aoa  tiiat  at  odo  time,  in 
cnnvcrflation  with  the  proseontfus  witness,  I  had 
strontfiy  urged  upon  bim  tbe  renioaa  wliy  I  tfanught 
the  case  should  not  be  regarded  ax  one  of  ordinary 
tlieft,  and  that  it  sbonld  not  bo  preaaed  by  the  Prose-, 
ontor  of  this  Court  to  a  conylctloa.  That  coaTHraattoti 
I  conceive  to  have  been  the  baala  of  "omi!  editorial 
matter  that  has  since  nimnared.  and  that  has  gone  a 
long  way  in  tnaoufnctnrlnK  public  opinion.  In  fact, 
word  waa  aent  to  me  thnt  thern  waa  a  Htrong  element 
of  the  cominnntty  that  demanded  the  Tigoroua  proao- 
outinn  of  thta  nnfot-tnaate  maiu  It  la  trna  this  roan  | 
la  young  and  without  mt^ana,  and  la  a  comnara- 
tiro  Btraoirer  in  our  city  and  country,  //e  is  I 
not  yt  a  voter.  All  these  clream'<tanoea  | 
are  againat  him.  It  la  alao  true  that  the  ynane  mai\ 
^^s  ooudieotml  hlm!<m*  With  aome  ohnrcb,  and  by  in- 
duatry  baa  qualified  himaolf  for  the  poaition  of  a  roln-  I 
Inter.  Thia  he  aocomplish«>d  without  the  nid  of  frieuds  | 
or  money.  And  thia  in  anollier  circumatance  atronglv 
aicainBt  hkm.  It  U  atao  true  that  the  property  txlcan  by 
him  was  intr*n8ically  worth  hut  a  aniall  sum,  and  not 
of  ihe  eliaractHr  that  oould  be  readllv  turned  luto 
money.  If  he  la  really  a  thief,  thia  la  alao  a  olrenm- 
■tance  atroni^ly  aicainat  him.  He  should  haTo  taken 
moDor,  and  a  gnnd  deal  of  it.  Id  it  any  wonder  that 
tlie  pariji-a  who  are  to-rtay  aeeklng  to  forever  blant 
and  deatroy  thia  ynuuf;  tnaa'a  future,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  unto  themaelvea  a  monument  for  their 
TiRilanee  and  dlalntnrented  nae  of  the  heavy  clamor 
or  JuaMce,  feel  that  th«<y  will  bo  snatained  by  the  'roos 
l>opullf'  But,  air,  it  is  not  always  thnt  'vox  pnpuli'  la 
'vox  dri:  The  facta  are  that  thi«  man  tnolc,  from  time 
to  tires,  books  of  referenoa.  iio.,  from  the  Public 
Library,  until  he  aooumnlated  about  a  aoore. 
They  are  found  in  his  pnatirBaion  by  the 
Publio  Librarian  and  a  detective  oflloer.  The  marks 
of  the  library  are  In  aome  Inatancea  '-faced,  and  in 
aome  liiiitancea  the  fly-leaves  are  paaterl  down  over  I 
Ihem.  Thia,  In  my  opinion,  makes  the  technical  cnaej 
of  larceny,  ^ut  the  'giol'  of  crime  is  tbe  intent;  and  I 
I  have  strongly  felt  that  there  might  be  a  re-taonable 
doubt  entnrtiilned  as  to  the  intent.  The  defense  I 
claims  (and  as  ho  appears  bare  without  eonnsel,  I  con- 
ceive It  my  dnty  to  preaent  both  autea  to  the  Court) 
that  hr>  wai  preparinir  for  an  eTaniination  tha' la  to 
take  p'laco  in  the  latter  part  of  ihis  month;  that  be  | 
had  no  mfana  to  procure  the  books  necoasary  to  pre- 
pare, no  place  to  borrow  them,  and  that  In  hla  desire 
to  prepare  for  thf«  examinatlou,  whioti  he  bad  been  In- 
formed was  to  bo  a  rl;;ld  one,  he  violated  the  ruli>e  of 
the  Library,  and  took  from  time  to  time  such  works 
aa  ho  needed.  Ua  «!aima  ihM  his  intent  waa  to  returu 
thetn. 

'•If  th«t  be  true,  the  young  man.  while  guiltv  of  a 
■erioua  indlaorstlon,  did  not  oomtnlt  laiotay.  But  t>« 
that  aalc  mny,  it  ia  not  an  ..uinarv  case  of  theft. 
1  here  arn  gr.idea  in  crime.  The  taking  of  monny  Is 
one  thiuft;  stealing  a  loaf  of  bread  or  a  bag  of  potatoes 
for  a  atarvtng  family  la  another.  The  titkini;  of  books 
from  a  publlo  library  and  pawning  them  wonid  b-*  theft 
of  a  vary  mean  oharaoter;  tbe  taking  of  tbam  under 
cironmstancea  like  the  present  I  regard  aa  somewhat 
ditferent. 

"The  Illegal  taktog  of  thaae  books  for  the  puri^ise  of 
pnrauing  hit  atudiea,  wliile  aimoat  every  dollar  of  the 
amnlt  nalary  paid  was  givon  to  snpport  an  agi>d  and 
indigent  mothiK-,  do«>s  not  oome  under  the  most  repre- 
hentiible  of  thrH«  grades. 

"Prosecutors  »tn  nsnally  yegarAed  as  parsons  having 
but  lltti..  i-enrt;  but  If  1  make  any  mistakes  I  would 
rather  it  would  ho  on  the  sido  of  mercy  than  against 
It,  even  if  l  ao*  Bsktnss  a  strong  public  opinion." 

Judge  Carter  disposed  of   the  ease  by  asaum- 
f  it>|f  t»«»s  tha  man  w«*  KtiiitrV  v|p  had  to  lie  yun- 
iiued   under    the     law.    He     rfid     not     think 
that      tbe       olrmimstanoes       of      tbe       case 
warrcnted  severe    punishment,     and      trusted 
tba*  the   prisoner   would  be   kenefltod  by  this 
experience.     The  worthy  Judge  then  proceeded 
to  punish,  and  admiouter  Justice  by  assessing  a 
flne  of  twenty-flve  doUars-^aad  Immediately  re- 
mitting Itl    Whereupon  there  was  boundless  re- 
joicing in  ZIod;  and   tbe   prisoner   departed  in 
tbe  odor  of  sanctity  andenooaraired  and  Inep!  r- 
ed   by  tbe  warm  oongratnlatlons  of  bis  friends 
Judge  Saffln  and  Prosecutor  Campbell    mingled 
their    tears,   and    Mow»    Wilson    shotofTaloke 
about  Morgan  winning  that  pool,    it  was  an  af 
footing  scene. 


STOLEN      1"  II  Hi  O  L  O  G  Y 


HeftfBg  of  the  Board  of  Maaagen^  the  PablleLi- 

biary   Yt^Ntt-rrtajr-  Further  LtgA  Aetion  Cos- 

ttBiplaled  in  tht?  CaMeof  Ntepheil  l^orgtu. 


A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pub- 
lic. Library  was  held  at  the  Library  Buildiog  yes- 
terday afternoon  for  the  purposnof  takin<into 
corsidciHticn  tbe  purloining  of  books  from  tlto 
Public  Librarj  by  Mr.  Stephen  Morgdo.  There 
were  preuent:  Mossis.  King,  Carbery,  Htrunk,  Til- 
dcn  and  Waters.  There  were  abisent:  Me^iirs. 
Lavis  andKukcI. 

Mr.  King,  President  of  the  Board,  Btatod  that 
the  meeting  had  been  culled  at  the  rci{ucst  of  the 
Librtiriin,  who  wibbed  to  malio  u  report  concern- 
ing his  action  in  the  dctectioa  and  trial  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  to  ask  the  advice  of  the  Uvard,  in  a 
formal  manner,  with  regard  to  any  future  action 
in  reference  to  the  case. 

Mr.  Poole  then  !>tMted  that  up  to   that  time  be 

had  acted  very  much  upon  liis  own  rug|>onsibility, 

without  any  official  instructions  from  the  Board, 

allhouzh  individu'l  members  hail  given  bim  the 
hciieht  of  their  pi ivalc  upiii|(in.s  as  to  ilie  course 
he  was  ttakiiig.  lie  stated  that  from  tbo  com- 
iiieiieenient  to  the  ending  of  this  mutter  bo 
liad  received  the  eonlial  co  op:"r.itian  of  the 
ilitectives.  On  the  other  hand  he,  had 
l<;nnd  Mr.  Cauipbeli,  the  Piosecntiug  Attorney, 
vtiy  reluctant  to  move  in  this  niatfer.  Ho  did  not 
toLsi'  er  that  the  C  airt,  in  the  recent  trill,  mir 
tbe  (public,  had  lull  Inlormation  in  regard  to  the 
details  of  the  transractiou.  The  fact  thut  th.; 
books  were  taken  isr  ot  denied,  but  the  question  ii> 
the  mindf  of  the  public,  as  well  as  in  the  mind  of 
the  Court,  wis  as  to  the  intent  of  Mr.  Morgan  in 
ttkirg  them.  He  stated  that  upon  tliu 
occaMon  f'f  the  trial  be  was  prepared  t-j 
introduce  tcttiiJiony  tending  to  throw  light  upon 
this  impcrtunt  question,  and  Informed  tr.c  Pros  ■- 
cuting  Alt  riicy  that  he  had  witne^so.■l  pntsent  t«j 
testily  0/1  that  point,  but  they  were  nut  carel. 
He  stated,  lurther,  tlla^  he  \va*  not  consuUe<l  at 
all  by  the  public  prosecutor  as  to  the  ch  irac.ter  of 
the  testinony  and  tbe  manaflrcmcut  of  the  case. 
He  stated  that  he  had  witness^^  t>  prove  that  Mr. 
Worjjan  hart  visited  the  Library  at  un!-ci«on- 
able  hours,  before  the  Library  was  open  to  the 
fiii.eral  piiblic  in  the  morning  and  beiore  the  reg- 
ular uttcmlant  hail  arrived,  with  a  yaMsc,  in 
whii  h  it  is  supi  osed  he  carried  off  the  hooks.  He 
bad  w  itj  es>e8  ai-o  to  prove  whit  Mr.  Morgan  h  id 
s»dd  in  legard  to  Ihi  books  which  rrcre  not  n;- 
eoveied.  The  testimony  of  tht  se  witne-^ses  would 
liave  gone  far  to  siow  the  intent  of  .Mr.  Miri^an 
Mhen  he  took  the  iKMjkti.  He  aUo  stated  tb:it  all 
the  books  h  id  had  the  exterior  marks  of  the 
Library  reu.ov I'd,  and  all  but  three  had  ha!  tdo 
it  sde  fa'iels  removed.  Ue  stated  that  the  whiile 
twerty  volumes  had  Just  been  r«!tiiriie<l  to  the  Li- 
biBry  iroui  thef.Hlce  of  Uie  (Jhiuf  of  rolice,  and 
rnjuested  the  HcariJ  to  e.\amino  thciu  (jc  tliem- 
stiTcs,  wliK  h  Ch(  y  did. 

The  exnmination  showed  fliit  the  books  which 
Mr.  Morgan  said  ho  bad  covered  to  prevent  them 
IVoni  being  soiled  were  very  much  muiil.ited  and 
d'sfig  :reil  1  y  removing  the  lables  lu  a  rough  and 
ha^ty  manner.  Tbe  Ily-lettve«,  which  Mr. 
Morgiin  Bbid  were  pasted  down  aucident- 
itliy,  Wfi§  found  to  btve  been  p  is  ted  down 
V.  ith  the  grcflttst  care  ai.d  iireeision  in 
(v(ry  instance.  The  attention  of  the  B  »ard  was 
«  ailed  to  L<ing^»  Vmnmentiiry  on  John,  from  the 
lovers  ol  wln«;iniioib  laliels  had  beet  evidently  re- 
novef*,  and  a  neatly  engrave*!  card,  cx>ntHiniiig 
Mr.  .Stephen  Morgan's  name,  was  pasUM  on  the 
inside. 

After  examiTiing  the  hooks  carefully,  the  raem- 
leis  of  the  Board  expressed  sone  pretty  strong 
opinions  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  ac<*iis<^l. 
It  was  utianiuiouslv  resolved  bv  the  Board 
that  It  approved  of  the  action  of  the  Librarian, 
Mr.  roolc,  in  the  detection,  arrest  and  conviction 
of  Stephen  Morgan  of  stealing  books  froto  the 
riibllc  Library. 

Mr.  (Jar be ry  then  movetl  (hat  it  l»e  tho  sense  of 
the  Board  that  this  matter  be  jirosecntid  furiher. 

The  rootlon  was  seconde<i,  and  some  discussion 
aio-e  in  relertnce  to  iu 

Mi.biruiik  saifl  it  was  not  quite  rlcar  in  his 
miiiu  — w  h:1e  he  was  as  much  ronvincetl  as  anyone 
el-c  of  tbe  fa  ci  al  ratitrc  of  the  r«!ccnt  trial— that 
it  woid<l  he  well  to  enur  ii|M<n  a  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  case  He  s,.id  thij  Court  hatialready 
d'cided  that  the  taking  of  these  Ijooks  was  a 
thctt,  and  Mr.  Morgaii  stood  hetoretheGoromunlty 
as  a  convicted  thici,  and  would  be  recoghi/.e»l  as 
such.  He  "-aid  the  icuiittiDg  of  the  penalty  by  the 
CJonrt  would  rot  wipe  out  the  rei'xinl. 

He  WHS  forry  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
had  not  received  a  full  and  fair  invesHgatlon,  aud 
a  pr<  per  and  adtquate  sentence  carried  into  e  - 
feet;  but  it  was  yuestionable,  in  his  mind,  If  the 
iutf  rests  of  the  Library  would  be  subserved  by  a 
further  investigation.  Mr.  King  rai-ied  the  point 
as  to  ubetber  fuithcr  action  wa>  not  barred  by 
what  h;  d  already  taken  place  in  Court. 

After  fV»me  discussion,  on   motion  of  Mr,  Wa- 
t<r8,  the  .waiter  was  ref  rred  to   Messrs.    King, 
8trunk,  ai-iH  Tild  n,  to  examine   into  the  matter 
and  report  to  the  Board  at  tbe  leguUr  meeting, , 
to  be  tield  B^xt  Mgnday. 

it. 


ECCLE8IA.3TICAL  COUBT    AT  CHETIOT. 

Th«  1«T.  StepUea  Morgaa  ^i»d  by  Hi.  CHaMU. 

Tha  Re,.  Stephen  Mor«.«.  P«U»r  •'  "f  »^  »»P^*; 
rhuxch  «  Cbe.:ot.  w«  uied  re*tenUj  by  .  couac^ 

-»tioiu    fruii.     Other     B«P«»t    f*^***"*^ .  ,  , 

g.t<*  to  thU  council  were  Ui.  &ia4h  Street  B*pt 
Siurcfc.lheMo.u.t  Auburu  »'P«^^«'"-^' ^^^J''^ 
Fi«i  Baptist  Cinirch  oi  thi.  cuj,  aad  tie  chu«h«  of 
Crumbb^«.a  Ix^cktand.    AU  olth^  chorche. -ere 

the  trial: 

OrriCUL    BEPMRl   OF  THK  TRIAL. 

ji    -  .hb-i     bT    the     BaptUt   Chir«*    *l 

The    "^^"°«^.^^"™„   with^ferenVe  to  th-ir  duty 

Cheviot   to  ad«i.e  '^''S„"^"    who  has  recenilv  \^n 

in  retard  to  .steph»-nMoi^o.»n«  „rdiDauon  a. 

tllF^C ---ad^tt  illioslLa  of  the  tollowia. 

reptrl:  .       . ,  tho  farta  aabmitted  to  their 

,he  Librarian;  »^^„\'fi„riSg {ie  month  o(  December 
U.t  he  b^n  to  take  ^^V  preparing  more  tkor- 
Mr^'f-  ?|^^SS'tbarhe%1S 

,od  the  fine  *»%^»e'!*7^t  j^  book*  a£or«Mld  Ind 

The  t^uncU  »«f  ^^f  *5te«5^  thV  labeU  IndlcatiM 

been,  for  tbe  uio»tj*rt,  ^^^^^^   j^^  ^^  ^i^  co^cr^ 

nr^ilw ran  the -i*^--,„»Y,'f -tllr'Sf US! 

'  »''"!^"  *^rS    heT«  ^rouf^^he  mle.  of  the 
i.mted  a  Kreat  *7*"?;^  d€c<puon;  he  haa  mutilated 
ibrarr  ;  he  h»5  l'"'"f^i„!^hTch  beha»  covered  them, 
,be  l;ook»  by  'j'^^^-f^^Ss   he  b,r  M.bject^d  hte  Integ- 
ami  by  erawng  the  Ul*u.  °^  »     ^  '^j  j^-j^  hrethreo  ; 
ri.y  u,  "»»rf  Ti^^}"  the  t4^ol  Christ,  and  in- 
bas  brought  diahooor  .^  ,'n *l^w^  the  t..n»i.leraii*n> 
;,.rtd  his  own  »"'■,, f"\;°Ai.u  Som  crimmal  intent. 
VM€«ented  to  us,  ^^i^ "'If  "f  ^  ,.'"rDOM  to  return  them. 
STe  a«*Pthis  >tatement  uf  a  l;"^,^      ,^  uie  ex- 
bi*  coiife»ion  of  the  ^Z  Jfrthrkui^  aa  sincere  an* 
p,«,u.„of  hi.  I*«»'«°f*  *^f.JfnionU>artheoffendla« 
Inif.  The  coucctl  are  of  th«,''P»'"^"        j  ,j  coolearion 

brother  should,  at  "f^^.J*  .j,^r"  h  andcJ'nSSS^ 
a  l,W  '^rongdoinithe^thethur.n  a        ^v^^^^ 

and  that  the  weUl>^«*t'»^>^«j»^     I.,  ol  ChrUt 
inttreeuof  i«^tK*  aid  m^riy  •na^»  e    ^      ^^^^^, 

douiand  that  the  '^^'"^'^^^/^""iti/^mpithy  and  sup- 
and  .^ntinuc  t«V,^.^''^u^'\^ih^roTiuion  that  1% 
port-  .  Th^^'^H.^^'Xatiou  »wTd  l^'^deferred  untU 
qu«-tiMn  ef  hia  .<>™^rt'""t,.,.i.  he  may  hare  an  op- 
Time  ^h.  11  1*  P^^n  iSe  fS  conldea/eof  the  com- 
por,«nity  to  "f"^^^^'^„'^\"^oe-.of  hi.  repentance, 
luuiiity  »»<*  P"^"'®]  ,lfr,he  chairujan  of  this  council 
We  also  re<  T.™*°iilS^lMu  the  brother  a  reprimand 
»*„.thorm^lto»dmimM^r^m    ^j  ^^^  ,^agre«aU«a 

,nd  adnoo.  -n  '^h^^^rT-a*  adopted.    ^ 

now  a««nibl«l     Ttie  ^V^^^   chalnuao  of  Council. 

Wercr;^''-;^"r;of  U.e  eonneU  Uu,  it  wa, 

th«^  «e»  bMi.ks.  »  that  ti^  further. 

«»e  war^.  he  did  the  library  ..-»k.  other  bjote 
wMlh^l^rrowea  from  a  very  -arm  friend.  Thla. 
:^^r.^^  -  «  impropriety.  1.  I^l^ed  upon  a. 

a  mitigaiin*  «»«■""  *'*°^' 

THE   ?riBIT  OF.rnt  MiJlTUSI.. 

We  «» l»f*wH.ed  by  ««  ol  the  delate.  «»t^«  "^^ 

^^^-"^  ••^.'rrrr:,  Jr^""--' 

church     i»     r^irde*     »  ipp«tur*- 

UiiM^.     Th«e  WW  the  ««^*'^^^^ 
<^«««,  kindly  »d  prwBpily  !•»»• 

O,^  ^U«t  -u^  «-rther  that Jb.  r^~«» 
^        ■  .  .^ ._  iL-  uiWiMrr  Tf  the  co«gre»»> 

«i  <K«i  it   wa*  vfTT  wvere.  and  at  the  ^me  w»t 
ana  tbat  i«   "«     *  •  .        ,  ■■■     imirt  alti 


prayer*. 

bffs  c<  the  d. 
irial  in  the 
fiae  wa«  *  n 


,  ,.r,  n  .hr  feriiaf  •««««''"  "••' 

u  refaH  to  the  r«ult  oC  the  ] 
nri   ii  that  the  remitting  of  the 
fisewaaar.  ^bej  wer.  of  tb*  «|^^r*f  - 

*^:S,  that  the  •-^»  "-^r^Sf  b. 

Pf  rha»  lb*  .itnat^B  •(  th»  T^t^  ^,\!L-    ,     - 
,  ^^T^^,.!.  had  the  ^op«  ««^J^n,.,  .  > 

.  ,.   ,«plea<to*»*b»' 

11  r«f>.*e^  -^  ^J^«d  •f.c«t««Uy  o«*7«*.  »»•-'* 
In   that   ol  .p*tmo«.  •'^^^'J^^j  ./  %wlh.r^» 

VM^perr  i3  a  qi^rtie^  ti»»a»»«» 
Mkrd. 


gTBPHEN 


TO  A*  Editor  ^  rt«  ^'•^if^d  Uat  Sdbhath 

m  the  report  of  the  °»«f4^*;,  ^^e  a  fir 

n^oming.  in  Cbejiot,  ^o"  "^ff/^f  the  levity 
statement  of  the  f^tM^w^^nex^^.^^     ^^ 

of  the  writer,  with  thu  ^^'^^  *  J^  antrue. 
confession  of  Mr.  Morgan  ''-  »*^/^  ^one; 
Heconfe^MHibU  sorrow  for  -ha^^^^^tlf  ,,, 
that  in  hU  ^^^Jl  S^ffwiihout  leave; 
examination  he  b»f  .i*'"°jt7°He  felt  grieved  for 
tJat  he  had  defaced  tbem  *c    He^iei  g  ^^ 

the  wrong  d«°«^Y°°'a  "^''Sf  Chrirt.  He  hoped 
SeV^JorUiloS'vrMp-Horhim.    He 

SlevToodb^  fojjtvenjitm^      ^,^.,„.    He 
ThU  waa  the  8ubitan«  ot  ^^  ^^^  yi,,  Ber- 
did  not  mention  Mr.  J^**  \f    He  did  not  »iate 
that  he  brotight^^  tne  ^^  ^^^,„^i  ^ 

words  were  n<^^^!*?' ,  Vhe  Pt»l>Uc  Library, 
flections  on  anj  offi«t  of^  r      ^^        ^^  ^^  , 

Your  reporter  "^f  ^ij^^  •  it  wylbear  read- 
.pokenfrom.onthftt^^on  ^^  ^ 

ing    and   tbvn''.'"?  •t^'"^  ^^^  as  an  anchor  of 

IQ  and  20.  "Which  hope  »e  n»^<' 

the  souW  *c.  ^     ^.d  to  hare  had 

The  writer  'fo^W  have  oe«  g  ^^^^^ 

the  reporter  rematn  to  t^cl^^   ^^ppreben- 
Mr.E««v  Uboni  onaer  «^      ^^J^     ^^^ 
-oo.      P"b.P'  ^l  .f^^^.;::  uncalled  for  by 

rrngrhS  has  ap,^^  t  «r^- ol 

«'-     ^.Tf  dte  sen^^ce  Mr.  E-sey  quotes  w- 
-levity,    but  the  f  °«f^  anvthiug  at  all 

"^^^"'^^f  ;:;^^i-ntVMr.P<K>..s 

"'■^^  ''•  L  ^  of    be  non-retorn  of  the 

abtence  was  the  cwse  ot  ^  ^  ^^^ 

^'rtX^K^^^^bltatority  for  maVmg 

way  by  ^^^^^  J"^%^ns  who  heard  the  con- 

'}  *""*'  'it  :lti^  tHTso  siogttlar  that  we  re^ 

:::^  f  r^^Tucfng  entire  «,nfident^i»  t^  and 

j;rtn  ""-.  .epor^r,  fro«  the^-^^ 

-^•^  rriXrwirco:^ne<l  -porter,  had 
npht  of  the  matter  wa-  ^^  .^   ^^.^ 

,  dear  tttle    »o    be   U«re,  ^^^  ^^ 

directed  the  conf^n  JO  b^  m^^^  ^  ^^^. 

^'""'  r  nTS  ^«n    to   remain,     U    i» 
ency   of   pamtttmg   tn  ^,^      »     Urge 

only      n«e«*ry    J^     'J^     .     ,y^,  ^t^,  and 

,nd  general  ''>»'7**.;?',  J^V^  widely.  Un- 
thatwhatreUtestotth-^been^^.^  statement 
,ier  these  circumftances  »'   *°  „  ,  rtr- 

.^looUedfor  wUh  no^a-;^^^^^^         ... 

l^tim  «I*^.°l^X"^ted  that  the  informa- 
only  what  ^'g*'*^^^^^  p^ible.  from  «»me 

one  who  wa»  pr«*ent,     t  in  this  »»•  at- 

T^re«ntation.-LEI^OAX.^^^ — __ 


THE   COMMERCIAL. 

f -  -       ■  -  ~  — 

FUBLISHKD   EVKBY    MORNING. 
n.    llAt.«TBAD     *    *^®'» 


••M^Fottoi'*  B«lldl«f,  Fo.rtM  «mI  Bi»>  rtrMt*. 


!•»▼«•  »b»t  ^*  **^       T»«-  not  only  on  hu  own 
1  Solved  for  tue  Vh^^hnroh'Sd  c.aw  of  chrl.t. 

"'^.-Your  /eportar  .«•«•«  ^^^'^Zl.    "  will  bear 
texl8po**«  ^'""^  ".°i  rbouk    U  wM  H«br«w., 

M,  b.ve  bad  the  "«^^     ^^^^    He  probably 
,or,l.e.  tue  «-;,:»*^*:;j;ra Vncbtt^r-p.  .nd 

.rreewd  .re  •orry.    ^  •  "  oonelder- 

ol  the  kind.    I.  Mr.  ^f^^Z  repen*  afwr 
.»•  ot  tbe  feeling"  of  U^  ^^^^    ^^^^   j,  ^j, 

their  .ID.  b.ve  »«^°*  /;„der  m  •  line  .rt.  or 
opinion,  for  ln«t.noe.  of  B"*^     » 

»  Cbrletuo  dotyl  ■ 


—        t 


n 


^/7 


iec^a^M^ 


G/fem  §^4  <m^^-^f} '/ z. 


I        •♦. 


Perhaps  tlie  most  forcible    arinunent  in 
favor  of  establishing  in  New-York  a  good 
fr»«  library  is  fonnd  in  the  wuceem  wid  naa- 
f alnem  of  the  Bo«ton  Public  Library.    The 
im)ject,  80  far  as  onr  City  >s  concerned,  has 
about  ifc  nothine  experim«iUl.    Wb*tever 
doubts  might  once  hare  arlaM  at  the  propo- 
rition  to  trust  the  people  with  book*,  wxm  no 
other  (ruarantae  than  honor  for  their  safe  re 
turn,  have  all  be«n  anawered  bywhatttie 
Bo6ton  Public  Lilwary  baa  so  nobly  aixMd  to 
do,  and  haa  so  ftandly  accomplialMd.    Afte» 
twenty  years  of  useful  life,  that  inrtimtiMn 
stands  before  us  a  monument  of  the  wis^nn 
and  natriotism  of  it*  founders, 

A«  reported  last  June,  the  librwy  conUine 
1S0.353  volrjces  and  90.168  pamphleta.    In- 
clad*^  in  this  number  are  the  Bowditch, 
Parker.  Prince,  Tioknor  and  Sumner  kmo- 
ciation  Librariw^  which,  in  addiliwi  to  the 
26  000     books     originally    contributed    bv 
J08ECA     Bati*    have     all    come  to  the 
institution  by   gift.     The  growth  of  the 
library   haa  bwsn  Urgely  asaUted  bj  tba 
public  spirit  so  characteristic   of  Boston. 
Of  the  books  now  on  the  shelve.  forty-ftTe 
per  cent,  have  been  presented  to  the  insUtu- 
tion.  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  80.000 
Tolumes  xwjeiTed  through  this  channel  of 
generosity  are  among  the  most  valuable  in 
the  eollection.     The  aMMfers  have  *dded 
by  purchase  100.0iO  books,  at  the  av«ag« 
rate  of   5,000    per    annwn;    although  dur- 
ing the   past    six    years  »he«>  purohaw* 
bare  averaged    7,000    hooka  a  F^w.     As 
an  indication  of  the  extent  to  which  a  p«- 
sonal  regsrd  is  felt  by  the  citiawis  toward 
the  inatitution.  it  mav  be  rtated  that  tbo 
donors  last  year  were  004  in  numbet.  and 
tboir  eontributions  aggregate  ».rS0  volumes 

joHK  P.  Bio..^.  r.c»o;  F^»"«  ^«M 
»1.000 :  ABiMyrT  Law..KKcr^O.0O0 ;  JoH*Tn.s 

LhoOO.     In  •<!*»*»<«  to  the  inte«Mit  of  the 
adowment  fund,  t?^  was   M»PCopn.ted| 
rrom  the  City  Treasury  for  «*«frfT^  '  , 

ooka.  and  tbua  the  money  oxpeatfoa  m. » 

-ireoUon  m  I8m  amount.^  to  »«-^**^j7 

nUiodical  <kpi«t«mt  of  the  library  ^  ^' 

'™.ke-  n^  ^  feature,  and  not  only*. 

thm  rnaflfff exeeptionally  attra<^T« 

^tho^lr  ^  '*«»'— ^',*^'t^ 

d  iU  tablea.  t^t  Ik*  —1^-  of  ^^^ 

i^  tban  Srf4  d«tact  periodi«&««-l^ 
JWid  la  the  freqoentersof  tJiere*dinr«o»' 
^  U  an  i«^«*—  ot  ..TO«*f  ^^^ 
,,^  la  im   Tk.  ^>'*'*~«**'^ 
era  i.  600.  and  the  yearly  ^'''^^'^'^ 
Be«d«i  tk.  m  periodicala  meortooed.  tb^ 
^  eeve.^  -ereo  duplicate,  of  tba  ■«* 
popular  <«ee  takea  for  tbo  better  oonven- 
iei^e  oi  r^d*ia. 


Las^S^S^Sw^aTopeotothe 

public  »7  daya,  tha  Bates  Hall,  or  Reference 
Ubcary.beingaooeasibieteDbottrsaday:  tue 
lower  hall.  <»  CirculatinR  Ubrary.  etoven 
hours,  and  the  reading-room  thirteen  hoora 
daUy.  The  number  of  persons  bolduig  cards 
entieliag  them  to  the  useof  tt>e  library  is 
aajwa    it  abould  b.  sutad  »k^  ^J  o°« 
who  registers  his  or  heroaaaa  a^  address, 
and  can  give  a  single  reference,  may  pro- 
emre  a  card.    The  teoorda  show  that  last 
year  the  issues  of  books  have  boen  aa  largo 
as  18M  in  a  ito«le  day.  and  the  daily  average 
iMum  were  9Sk    The  total  issues  for  the 
year,  including  the  East  Boston  Branch.were 
338.445.    Thesfe  figures  exclude  all  reference 
to  the  enormous  use  of  books  withm  the 
Ubrary  walhi.  -When  it  U  eMi«dored  that 
the  lendinir  eolleeteon  comprises  shout  thirty 
l|»iM»tttl  volumes,  or  about  ono.«xth  of  the 
wkdi  library,  (although  some  of  the  Bates 
Hall  books  are  ah»  allowed  to  be  taken 
borne,  to  the  extent  of  say  ten  thousand 
volumes  more.)  it  will  be  seea  that  eaeh 
book  would  appear  to  be  in  use  eight  times 
during  the  year.    Often  the  delivery-room 
is  thronged  with  applieania.    The  greateet 
number    ci    books  are    issued  in    Msrch, 
^a^jS».)  aiMi  tae  snalleBt  u»mbec  in  July. 

(14.17S.) 

The  sdministratioa  of  thU  great  Institu- 
tion is  admirable  in  'all  its  dstalla.    Under 
Mr.  Jusroi  Wniaoa.  the  aocomplishwl  8u 
perintendent   there  are  nine  rtifter«it  do- 
partments,  each  having  a  special  f  area,  and 
together  giving  regular  employment  to  fifty- 
four  persona,  more  than  thirty  of  whom  are 
ladles.    Then.  too.  the  Police  of  tbaeity  are 
at  tlie  command  of  the  iusMNHnn.  for  the 
recovery  of  missing  books  or  tbo  M^arristofi 
of  recussnt  ticket-holders.    Tho  eoat  ol  all 
this  administration  daring  tiie  last   fts«»l 
Tear  waa  ro.4«  W,   in   which  sum  is  in- 
cluded, however,  only  poa*!  for  aalaHaa.1 
the  remamdtt  beiog  ezv»ted  forpurpooea 
eMinected  with  the  mrfateMoee.  fuioiah-| 
ing.  rataioKutng.  blading  and  other  Ulaary 
ucccsslifT-      All   b«t   aboat  16.000  of  tbiaj 
money  was  ^polled  by  tba  City. 
Of  the  VS.700  volamea  taken   frMB  thai 
i.K— -7*—  L  i<-  «i^  o"*^  tbirtynine 
m  kiat.   This  wo«ld  bo  one  for  owry 
7.531  books  lent  o«t.    EightaaB  tboMMid  and 
«veo  hundred  books  had  to  be  oMt  for  by 
hsviac  base  retained  longer  than  the 


nUea  yeramod,  aad  of  theso  *?»6  were  ra- 
tvsad  within  a  weA  leaving  W4  to  ba  awt 
lor  by  special  miwwffw.  and  tba«i  lasl 
wera  aB  rwJOTorad  except  the  thirty-nine 
mentioned  m  lost.  In  tbaaat««es  wehavea 
coDcluMve  denial  of  tbo  ptopaaitisw  tba*  the 
people  cannot  safely  ha  teasted  with  tba 
treararea  of  a  free  Ubrary.  ^t  even  tbla 
ratio  of  loea  is  unloved  upon  in  Utrerpool 
wherola^  year  only  one  book  was  loat  to 
every  SMWO  lent  out. 

Considering  the  dstaiU  ^v«  above,  ia  it 
Bot  much  to  bo  toplswd  that  New-Tork 
diouM  be  dewired  o«  the  advaotagea  of 
meb  a  moans  of  popalar  edofeation  aa  a  Free 
Public  Li brarrf 


TH£   BIBLIOMANIAC* 


litcpliea  Morgui  Makm  •  Prlrsto  CoaflBwIoa,  «■< 
li  BeljuUtod  Putor  of  Bli  Flock. 


The  case  of  Mr.  Stephen  Morgan,  the  theological 
student  who  was  acting  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Cheviot,  in  this  ooanty,  and  was  re* 
ctintly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  larceny  for  steal- 
ing books  from  the  Tablic  Library,  in  this  city, 
has  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  circ!:4m8tances  of  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  Morgan,  his  confinement  in  the  Station- 
house,  and  the  details  of  lA  trial,  have  been  laid 
before  the  readers  of  the  Enqcirkr.  Our  reporter 
made  an  accurate  phonographic  report  of  the  ar- 
guments, evidence  and  remarks  of  the  Court  and 
the  defendant  on  the  occasios  of  the  trial,  which 
was  the  only  detailed  report  made.  Of  subsequent 
proceedings  the  public  have  been  duly  informed. 

Recently  an  ecclesiastical  council  was  held  at 
the  church  at  Cheviot,  composed  of  clergymen 
ttom  the  leading  Baptist  churches  in  this  city  and 
the  church  over  which  Mr.  Morgan  presided.  On 
that  occasion  the  Council  came  to  the  conclusion 
that— 

"^r.  Stephen  Morgan,  in'  this  matter,  had 
committed  a  great  wrong;  he  hud  violated  the 
rules  of  the  Library;  he  htul  practiced  deception; 
he  bad  mutilated  the  bouks  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  covered  tnem,  and  by  erasing  the 
labels,  heh»U  isubjectyd  his  integntvto  suspicion; 
has  taxid  the  charity  of  his  hreturuii;  has  brought 
dishonor  on  the  cause  of  Christ  and  injured  nis 
own  soul.  But  in  view  of  the  considerations  pre- 
8ente<l  to  us  cxcul|)ating  Iiim  from  criminal  in- 
tent,  we  accept  his  statement  of  a  purpose  to  re- 
turn them,  Ills  confession  ot°  the  wrong  he  has 
dun^  and  the  expression  of  his  penitence  for  the 
same  as  sincere  ami  true.  The  Council  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  offending  brother  should,  at  an 
early  day,  make  a  full  confession  of  his  wrong- 
doing before  the  Church  and  M)n(/reffation,&n<i  that 
the  weil-beinK  of  the  young  man  himself,  the  in- 
terests of  juttice  and  mercy,  and  the  law  of  Christ, 
demand  that  the  i^burch  should  heartily  forgive 
him,  and  continue  toward  him  their  sympathy  and 
support.  The  Council  are  of  the  further  opinion 
that  tlie  question  of  hid  ordination  should  be  de- 
ferred until  time  shall  be  given  in  which  he  mav 
have  an  opportunity  to  regain  the  full  confidence 
of  the  community  and  prove  the  genuineness  of 
his  repentance.  We  also  recommend  that  the 
Chairman  of  this  Council  be  authorized  to  a^lmin- 
ister  to  the  brother  a  reprimand  and  admonition 
in  the  presence  of  the  congregation  now  as- 
sembled." 

Saturday  afternoon  a  meeting  of  the  Church 

over  which  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  acting  as  Pastor 
had  a  meeting,  on  which  occasion  the  report  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Council  was  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  church  book. 

Learning  that  Mr.  Morgan  would  make  a  full 
confession  to  th«  Church  and  cong^trgotion  yester- 
day, an  ENQtJiREB  Ileporter  was  dispatched  to 
Cheviot,  with  instructions  to  make  an  accurate 
short- hand  report  of  bis  confession. 
TUB  SITUATION. 

Cheviot,  the  field  of  Mr.  Morgan's  labors,  is  a 
town  of  three  or  four  hundred  inhabitants,  situ- 
ated in  Green  Township,  about  six  miles  north- 
west from  Cincinnati.  The  inhabitants  go  to  bed 
*'at  early  candle-light,"  and  are  distinguished  for 
their  zeal  in  the  caiue  of  Christ. 

THE  CHURCH. 

The  church  where  Mr.  ^xorgan's  congregation 
worships  is  a  small  two-story  brick  building, 
painted  a  dun  color,  of  unpretending  style  of 
architecture  and  plain  appearance  exteriorly, 
but  neat,  comfortable  and  attractive  inside.  It  is 
situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  and  from 
its  windows  a  fine  landscape  can  be  seen,  covered 
with  orchards,  evergreens,  hedges  and  the  fine 
■ubnrlian  dwellings*  The  situation  is  suggestive 
of  the  smell  of  apple  blooms,  the  song  of  spring 
birds  and  the  hum  of  bees.  It  is  a  retired  spot* 
well  adapted  to  study  and  calculated  to  stimulate 
the  higher  faculties  of  the  human  mind  to  acUon. 
THK    .lOURNEY. 

With  the  exercise  of  thatdiligence  which  char- 
acterizes the  news- gatherer  generally,  and  which 
puts  at  defiance  all  obstacles  of  a  material  na- 
ture, the  embassador  of  this  journal  sallied  out  on 
his  expe<iition  during  the  sdadowy  hours  of 
morning,  while  the  pestilential  dews  were  yet 
hanging  over  the  landscape.  He  struggleil 
through  quagmires,  forded  branches,  climbci 
steep  hillsides,  and  wound  around  among  valleys 
until  he  grew  diigiy  with  turning.  He  drove  up  to 
the  church  doDr  just  as  Deacon  William  E.  Davis, 
of  the  Time*  and  Chronicle,  arrived  with  bread 
and  wine  for  the  sacrament,  in  a  little  willow  bas- 
ket, coveredwithawhito  napkin. 


THK    SKRVICE8. 

After  waiting  about  twenty  minutes  thecon- 
K'rcgation  began  to  assemble,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  little  room  was  pretty  well  filled  with  people. 
Rev.  Mr.  Emery,  of  Cincinnati,  came  in  and  en- 
tered the  pulpit.  Soon  after«vard  Mr.  Morgan 
came  in  from  the  Sabbath -school  room  below,  ac- 
companied by  several  young  ladiei  and  some 
children.  He  bore  a  cheerful  look  upon  his  youth- 
ful countenance,  and  did  not  seem  very  much 
worn  down  by  the  recent  tribulations  through 
which  ho  had  passed.  He  took  a  seat  with  the 
choir,  and  sang  during  the  service  with  great  an- 
imation, at  the  same  time  passing  around  among 
the  near-sighted  old  ladies  of  the  congregation, 
from  time  to  time,  handing  them  hymn-books, 
opened  at  the  right  place. 

lirother  Emery  preached  from  a  text  taken 
somewhere  from  the  back  end  of  the  Bible,  one  of 
thobe  particularly  spirited,  galvanic  discourses 
for  which  he  is  so  celebrated,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion be  so  far  exceeded  himself  that  our  repre- 
sentative found  it  utterly  impossible  to  sleep. 

I'pon  the  conclusion  of  his  discourse  brotlier 
Emery  invited  the  members  of  the  Church  to  re- 
main and  partake  of  the  bread  and  wine,  which 
were  in  a  line  silver  set  taken  irom  Deacon  Davis' 

litle  willow  basket  with  the  white  napxin.  Be 
torgot  to  felate  that  Mr.  Morgan  ha<l  been  required 
to  ai'^.Ke  a  "fuii  confession  before  the  Church  and 
Y^  grcgation,"  by  the  action  of  his  Church  the  day 
previous,  and  dismissed  them  with  the  benedic- 
tion. 

All  the  children,  most  of  the  young  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  and  other  members  of  too  congregation 
departed,  leaving  about  thirty  or  forty  pdople 
pre^ent.  ThosC  present  then  partook  of  the  breail 
irom  the  silver  plate,  and  the  wine  from  the  silver 
goblets  poured  from  the  silver  pitcher,  taken 
from  Deacon  Davis'  little  willow  basket  cuvered 
with  the  white  napkin,  with  solemn  ceremonies 
appropriate  to  such  an  occasion.  Deacon  Davis 
assisted  in  passing  the  bread  and  wine. 
coMr^o  TO  a  point. 
I'p  to  this  time  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
had  discovercfi  nothing  particular  in  the  exercises 
pertinent  to  the  object  of  his  visit.  When  Hev. 
Mr.  Emery  invited  Mr.  Morgan  to  come  forward 
and  take  a  front  seaf,  however,  his  diooplng spir- 
its begau  to  revive,  and  be  began  feeling  around 
in  bin  coat-tail  pocket  for  his  book  and  pencil. 
Mr.  Emery  then  mentioned  that  the  Church  helil  a 
meeting  on  Saturday  aiternoon,  on  which  occa 
sion  they  had  unanimously  adopted  the  report  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Council,  which,  among  other 
things,  required  Mr.  Morgan  to  make  "a/ull  con- 
/'esbion  hffore  the  Church  awl  congregation,"  and 
had  ordered  the  samo  sj)read  upon  the  church 
book.  He  then  called  u]>on  Mr.  Morgan  to  stand 
up  and  sav  what  be  had  to  aay. 

OUR  RKPORTER   INVITED  OUT. 
Mr.  Morgan,  without  any  apparent  embarrass- 
ment, arose  briskly  to  his  feet  and  began  speak- 
ing in  a  clear  loud  tone.    He  (aid: 

"I  shall  not  long  detain  you,  my  dear  friends, 
with  what  I  have  to  say.  My  future  course  is  by 
no  means  clear  to  my  own  mind.  Yet  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  niaktj,a  statement  of  the  facts,  and  give 
expression  to  my  feelings,  especially  to  my  breth- 
ren in  the  clmrch.  I  need  not  go  over  the  uainful 
circumstances  which  have  recently  transpired." 
Hrother  Newton  Hildreth,  a  rustic  youth  wita  a 
doughy  countonanc*,  who^c  numl>er  ten  brogans 
have  cfusheil  the  llowcrs  of  some  twenty-lonrjsum- 
mers,  here  bounced  to  his  leet  as  energetically  as 
though  he  had  just  sat  down  up  in  a  hornet's  nest. 
lie  said  he  tbouKhc  it  ha<l  been  decided  not  to 
have  any  more  reporters  admitted  to  their  meet- 
ings. He  had  discovered  there  was  one  present 
taking  short- hand  notes.  He  thought  they  had 
had  enough  of  newspaper  reporters  and  enough  of 
newspapers  goncrallv. 

If  young  Brother  llildre»h  had  just  confined  the 
remark  aoout  newspHpers  to  himself  no  one  could 
haje  questioncil  it  for  a  moi.ient.  Uur  reporter's 
atl#ntlon  being  thus  diverted  toward  the  peppery 
vOMtb  a  glante  at  his  one-story  brain-basket  con- 
vinced him  at  once  that  there  was  great  truth  in 
bis  remark.  An  almanac  onc^  a  vear  would 
probably  furnish  him  all  the  Information  he  could 
stow  away,  and  overcrowd  his  brain  at  that. 

"I  move  he  be  invlte<l  to  retire,"  shouted  Hil- 
dreth. "I  second  the  motion."  Rasped  a  mcmbar 
Irom  the  Amen  comer  next  the  pulptt.  Dea<'.on 
Davis  said  nothing,  but  sat  looking  steadfastly  at 
the  silver  pitcher,  which  hail  been  taken  from  the 
little  willow  basket  coverf^d  with  a  white  napkin, 
which  sat  on  the  table  immediately  in  front  of 
bim. 

"I  am  not  here  to  advise  you,  brethren  and  sis- 
ters," i-aid  Rev.  Mr.  Emery.  "Itut  If  I  were  to  ^ay 
any  Uiiog,  1  should  say  tbat  I  do  not  see  what 


bam  e,n  be  done  oy  permitting  a  rejorter  U  be 

preisent."        ..^tinn  if  the  church  Is  wUUng  to 
^  "I  have  no  o>^^^°^„Vwani  lowly  Mr.  Morgan. 

on  the  floor.  ^  _.  ^  wi«hM  to  debate  thU 

thPir  right  handb."  j^t^jd  to  the  firmament. 

But  one  solitary  °*°^  PVh««!Dorter  to  retire," 

"The  congregatjon  desire  the  reporwr  jj^t 

said   Ke^^   M%  Km^'y  bS^t^ln^d  pencil  gathered  ' 

sorrowfully  put  up  at^f»^^e  glance  at  the  Bilver 
uphiscoatandl^at  ca»tone  ^  ^.^^^^     ^^ 

Mr.  Morgan  then  ««°i'°^^*^the  bcMnning ' 
^  follows:  ''^"?%,^T  ti  the  conc»">'.on 
of  August  »a**  i-i'^^otne  books  to  Uuish 
that  r  must  .b*Jl-^fSw  from  the  Public  Li- 
my studies,  and  I  took  »  "^  ^  ^nd  thea  a  fjw 
brary.  I  then  took  a  few  nw^^  ^  ^bout 
more.    I  took  a  wagon  loau  im..  poole.  the 

Ko'clock  in  the  niornlng,  »mt^  M^r.  r^       . 

Librarian,  Ijeing  absent  tn^^g  Library  to  re- 
tended  tour,  I  *o"i^"  w",Vi  them  back,  p'iymK  t"l 
iiive  them.  I  bad  to  haul  "\ej°f^*  ^i^j^  reduction 
h^'thways.  TO  »ndenna-5^me  fo^^^  i  «cldont. 
of  my  salary  I  took  some  more  nicely 

all™  pa^W  the  fy-l^»y^^^  '^^^e  ubels  had 
over  the  place  ^"®"  ^ward  questions, 
been,  to  PT^^ffutanJ  hid  b^en  around  at  4 
If  Mr.  Poole's  a-"^'f*"H  returned  the  load^of 
o'clock,  \!**SH'".Tha?e  stolen  them.  When  De- I 
books,  1  should  not  haNC  swi^  him  sixteen.  , 

tective  Orr  came  for  the  i>ooab  i  j  returned  to 

1  told  him  I  had  no  more,  but  alter  .  ^^^.^red 

my  8tu.lv  and  found  four  mor«s^ro     ^  ,^^ 

'  not  have  takj-n  the  booKS.  justlflcitlon  of 

"^  This  was  the  substance  oi  ^e  ^  ^^  ^ble  to 
Mr.  Morgan,  as  well  ab  our  rep  ^^  ^^^ 
obtain  it  with  the  facilities*  ,^  ,n,ted,  iriththe 
The  mPmhcr^  pr^ent  "^e  ^^  restoring  Mr. 
following  result.  T^o6ein^»^^^^  five.  The 
Morgan,   thirty-flve,   those  "^t^  Dca.  on  Davis 

meeting  was  then  «i":"»'ffini.tie  willow  basket 
^uthiAilver  Pitcher  in  hu  Uttle  w  ^^^        ^^ 

^vertd  it  with    the  white   n.w^    .    ^^    Immedi- 
duties.  ^ 


'HE  EVENINO-^STAR. 

CIIVCITSIVATI: 
rEBNKSDAV  EVKISlNtl,  -    FF.B.  g» 


'      About  four  weeks  ago,  as  ""^  readers  w^ 
recollect,  twenty-four  hook,  escaped  from  th^ 
I'ublic  Library  of  Cincinnati.    A  list  of  »«« 
were  taken  by  Detcn^tite  Orr  to  the  room  of 
Mr    sLphen    Morgan,    and    that    «en Ueman 
kindly  allowed  Mr.  Orr  to  accept  of  twenty 
of  the   twenty.four   book,   on  the   sajd   luj^ 
who     state.1     at     the     time     that     he     n^ 
Lsiste.1       the       books       to      escape      from 
Te   Ubrary.     Those  twenty  books   were  re- 
urnii  to'thelr  home,  we  -i«^t  say  I^Joree 
of  law.    But  last  evening,  two  of  the  re^**" 
?Ig7our  books.  "Kadie  on  Divine  Love,'  and 
°Brown   on  lUe  Gospel,"  either  being  mort 
hon:srthan  the  rest,  or  wanting  to  «>me We 
made  their  ^PP^""'^^  »*'>•« ''rr/tto,i^ 
.oglcal  --/ Vr  "t'-pJt%^^^^^ 

ro::hem"w?r.*;:^tI  '^  ^^^n'^ 
Cincinnati."     The     writing     was    evidently 
written  by  some  frlendof  the  hooks^ 


THE   COMMERCIAL- 

PUBL1SHF4>  EVERY.  MOBNINO. 

fitomntToitt.  

on.fi'-rotter'i  BnlWImr.  Fourth  and  «*«•  ^tweta. 

1  Ft>r  Term  tt  8tvf»th  fg*l 


I  PASSED  LK.-J..t  after  dark  '-*  •^"^"JJ^ 
krown  paper  paroel  was  found  on  the  .U« 
'leading  to  the  fourth  .tory  of  the  PobUolJ^ 
irary  building  and  near  the  -"tranee  to  U»e 
tbeologleal  room.  la  the  P«««»'7';  «\^f^J 
1  dresMd  m  a  dl.gnl.ed  hand.  "P^Wlc  Llbrmry. 
'   J  J^natl."  wa.  loand  »▼«  of  the  book,  wb  oh 

^re  on  the  n.t  whlott  I>««»oW»«»  O"  "f '^'"J 
JTthe    aatounded  Mr.  Morgan,  when  he  cal^ 
«n  a  Friday  afternoon,  a  month  -^o.^^J^t 
«aitlem*n'«  atudy  in  hi.  ehnroh  at    CheTlot. 
K^.  par'l  had  Jen  placid  where  It  wM  fon.d 
.tnceda.k.    The  book,  were  "Eadle  on  Divine 
J.;;'i^d..Brownon  the  ^o-peK-'    The«  are 
I?e  book,  there  ha.  been  a  *f»  Jf ^ /J.^^^^. 
Uut.    Mr.  Morgan  .Uted  at  the  ti""'  ^/J"* 
•rre.t   and  on  hi.  trial  that  he  had  not  taken 
JJe"  or  .een  them.    Twenty-two  of  the  twen^ 
lour  book,  on  the  deteetlve'.  ll.t  are  now  re- 
.tored  to  the  library,  and  the  P*;"^"  f.^^^^?. 
holding  the  two  book.   .Ull  mlaalng.  •*Owen  . 
Km^nU  on  8..  John"  and  "Lord'.  Oeog- 
^o"     or.  F.0U  in  Geology."  l..d  better  pa.. 
them  in. 


■^     -  -i  ■»  (-1: 


1  1 


,,,    Y      OF       B   0.8   T    ON 

Th.  a^cnv.,%01.  tW.  -^^^^^  the  ,.ro«ro««  of 


to 


March  K,  1H72.  ''^ 


culation;  and  during  the  piogre*  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

r-',".:  "■.,,1.  the  ...ti.^ '""»"_:  — 


FuiiLK' T.imi  m;\  .  Tin' ulltration-.  on  oiu"  huU- 
of  tl»<'  Batns  Hall,  it  ^UII  Ini  wen  by  the  urtlHal 
n(ttlcr!  in  another  coluiuii.  are  now  ooiuidttp,  an<l 
virltorH  to  the  lil.rai-j  w  ill  notloo  the  KtVAt  j^ain  in 
lij^li't  and  in  rtmni  lor  ^hflving  hooks.  Tlio  chan<;«' 
on  th«;  other  ciilc  will  licj^in  in  April,  and  it  is  to  be 
hopfd  that,  uith  nioro  lavorahk-  w.atln-r,  the  time 
in  tloinj;  th«' work  will  not  b(>  n(  rir  a>  lou}^  ao  han 
h»-fn  taken  iV>r  IIm-  f,Me  .ilreudj  done;  :»nrl  with  tlu- 
fhanKi"  :*'•  niade,  iho  hall  will  have  an  additional 
oaparity  ol  near  ir>0,000.  'I'lure  will  not  1m'  the 
hanio  inipraitii  ahility  hi  <<iutinuin};  the  elreula- 
tlon  «if  the  books  of  tJie  ulcovis  now  to  Iw  (io>«ed. 


ruBMC  LiBKABT.— The  announcement  is  made 
that  the  alcoyes  of  the  Bates  Hall,  closed  of  late 
daring  the  progress  of  alterations,  are  now  ac- 
cessible for  the  delivery  of  books.    It  is  thought 
that  the  circulation  will  not  be  so  much  impeded, 
while  the  change  on  the  other  side  of  the  hall  is 
going  on,  as  the  season  is  more  favorable  for 
hoBteninp  tho  work,  and  the  new  shelving  will 
temporarily  hold  a  part  of   the    books,  which 
would  otherwise  have  to  be  stacked  in  a  way  to 
preclude  use.    The  literary,  with   its   branches, 
now  has  not  much  short  of  200,060  volumes.   Not- 
withstarding  the  work  in  the  building  and  the 
demand  met  at  the  East  Boston  branch,  the  cir- 
culation of  the  lower  hall  was  unprecedented  dur- 
ing February ,  nearly  1500  volumes  being  delivered 
frem  that  department  in  one  day. 


IkKiKs   IN    1*1  tn.u    LnuiARii-.s.    Tlif  I^-.^isla- 
tuie   ban   paj^^ed   a   law  for  ill.-  prejMTvation  of 
iKRik""    and   other   projM  rty  in   pnblio   librari-  < 
The  important  .«ettiou  is  as  folk>w<: 

Whoever  wilfuUv  and  malieionsly,  or  want- 
onlv  and  without  cau.so,  wriUH  upon,  injure.-j. 
defa..t>s,  t«'ar!<  or  dcKtrnyn  any  IkkiR,  pUtte.  pict- 
ure, engraving  or  statne.  belonging  to  any  law, 
town,  eitv,  or  other  public  li»»rary.  shall  U-  puu- 
ished  bv  a  fine  of  not  le.-H  than  »J  nor  man- 
than  .<jO,  or  bv  imjirisoumeut  in  th.-  jail  not 
«xe4tding  six  riionth^  for  every  sneh  offeiic*'. 


FUBLIO    LiBBAE\. 

A   CJIft   from    ttardaer     Brewfr,    K««|.-m« 
L.«tter,   Etc..  Etc. 

An  original  portrait  of  Franklin  has  juBt  boon  «ivon 
to  the    PubJlc    Hbrary   by  our  townsman,  Uardner 
Br..wer,  E»q.,  whose  letter  offerinir  the  »»me  is  huO- 
joined.    The  trust  has  been  accepted,  and  as  soon  ad 
practicable,  suitable  exhibition  will  be  made  of  It. 
The  Library  already  poBoeswes  aDOther  original  por- 
trait of  Franklin,  painted  by  Duplessis,  and  &\rooU 
the  institution  by  the  Hon.  Kdward  Brooks.    It  will 
be  intereRting  to  compare  the  two,  the  one  just  given 
havinK  an  expression  ol  the  mouth  that  more  clearly 
IndloateH  the  suflering  from  the    painful   disease  ot 
which  Franklin  finally  died.    The  picture  which  Mr 
brewer  has  now  glren  to  the  Library,  and  which  sln- 
t.ularlycnoush.coDBiderine  that  it  was  painted  by 
tireuze.  Is  no  where  mentioned  by  Franklin  hlmHOlf  in 
any  of    Ins  printed  writings,  has  an  undoubted  au- 
thenticity.    The    llr.-t   pubUc   mention   of    it,    we 
believe,    was   In   an    article   by    Sir  George   torn, 
wall   Lewis,    in    the    Edinbuigh    Kevlew    In    IM. 
In    which    It    was     spoken    of     as     belmc     In    the 
possession     of     Mr    Joseph     Parkes,     in     London, 
and  as  having  been  given  l.y  Franklin  ^"'f^l'^t'^^JJ; 
Oswald,  whom  he  met  at  Paris  in  1782.  as  the  British 
negotiator  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which  recognised 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States-circumstancoB 
which   much   enhance    ita  interest  to  all  Americans. 
The  picture  passed  by  inheritance  trom  Mr  Oswald  to 
hi?  son,  and  thence  to  his  srand- nephew  of  the  .a.ne 
name,  who  represented  Glasgow  In  P*-'"*'"'").*' ^^"^ 
Kave  It  In  reoognlllon  of  some  servicos  rendered  to  Mr 
Parkes.  at  whose  house  Mr  Charles  Sumner  saw  it  In 
1857,  and  again  In  1859.    Other  Americans  had  seen  It, 
including    Mr    Sparks,  lor    Mr    Parkes.  th;»"«^  "» 
American  wUe.who  was  a  granddaughter  of  Priestley, 
lad  a  kindly  Interest  in  our  country,  which  ho  man  - 
lented  in  the  gathering  of  an  excellent  American  li- 
brary.   He  is  perhaps  best  known  in  letters  by  an  ua 
flnisbod  memoir  ol  Sir  Philip  Francis,  which,  since  bin 
death,    has    lieen     completed    bv    Morivale.    Some 
of    his    American     friends    had    been     favored    by 
him  with  photoicraph  copies  of  the  picture,  already, 
when  be  intimated  to  Mr  Sumner.  In  1859,  his  willing 
nes«  to  dlM'Ose  of  it  If  It  could  find  a  purchaser  in  the 
United  States.  The  master  was  brought  to  Mr  Brewery 
attention  on  Mr  Sumner's  return  to  this  country,  and 
in   January.  I860.  Mr  Parkes   writes  to  Mr  Brewer 
accepting  his  offer,  and  saying .   "  I  am  better  c  .nt«nt 
that  it  should  he  pl«ied  In  Bo.ton.  U.  8..  at  that  price 
than  in  Emrl.nd  -.  and,  as  I  told  Sumner,  this  was  my 
wish,  even  if  a  higher  price  was  offere<l  me  in  Enj- 
land."    Mr  Brewer'.-  letter  hi  a#  follows :-  , 

'"  BoMJu.  VascbT,  tW- 

TO   TBX  TBO.TH!.  or  TM    PuBi.r  Li.«*«v  or  TH.  OITT  ^r 
Bo»io?( :  h._i_-i,  -p  *nnottiifrd  th»t  yon  are  de- 

c  „n.  (ltd   with  th.    hlMor.v  ^'^  »«»J»™^^„,„  5^  th.-  most 

^.imr'piXry''*forTya;;jifl'e  oi'tguul  uonralt  ot  him, 

»))  tireuje,  which  jpw**M  „    .^  ,„  jMoax.    It 

Tlili"  poriralt  lv»T\b»>'^a  'i'.'ftuh  Aait»««»»d..r  to  Kraari'. 

who  w«»  SSMH  iaied  wbhl  rs"kll" 

--e!.^;rul  VS^-  .-rjr.^b.t.n<.^ 

lensl  •«T>««  '■«Cur  I  lirarv  with  tue  single  cmdlii.^ 
p<jrtr»U  to  the  fw^'Jc   VL„,  ,„  ibe  Llbriry.  and  wh^-rp  It 

^'"'  ' Vint'^JUn  S  ^^1  o7^  '  u'tou  Se  to  pccept  It  on 
cun  le  treflv  ,«*t^  "\ J'- '  "^  ,„  p',,ce  It  in  your  cliarije.  I 
Ihct*  l«"in«  '  »*^'*l\l^,.,,Urr  wriutt,  l.t    th^  Uon.  Ch«rU- 


EVENING  TRANSCW^ 


FB1I>AT 


.    MAmCM    »».    ^^J^ 


,o...  «-h  .e«de^i»P-;-jS  Han  the 

t-n  argementof  t"^"*?'.  .^^  oi  which  have  been 
alcoves  on  the  * '^i^ow  of  dwible  -helven  for 
Hub.divlded  by  a  ^f«f^  J^'.t^okn.    Anotl*er  notice- 

angles  at  the  rear  "^ J^f  »7J/tbe  wall  for  the  ad- 
tionof  •»Jn*»°*^\"^VbTlibrarlan  an*  h4«  a<wi«- 
TOl«s  on  of  more  "f '  jhe  »i^^'  ^  ^  ,eHor:  to 
tant  haTing  Wtheito  »^en  rompoU  ^^^  ^^^^ 

tl^euBeof  f^^^^^  The  ;L«^ly  Hide  has  boen 
iour8ofaveragedA>8.    A'  mechanica  wre 

completed  in  tbe^erespects;^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

now  engaged  with  a  liKe  mteu 

«*<**'•  «,«oT,t«  arc  inprogreBS  in  an- 

StillotberimproTetnents  «rcmp^       ^^  ^^^ 

other  section  ol  t»^«    '^r*7;i,eing  transferred  to 
gallerle«  of  the  U>wer  h»»l  ^Jf^^^^^^^^^^^  can 

themanfloorasfaR^asadmt        ,^^^^^j„„  ^f  the 
teprovldedforttein.    It  1^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

managers  to  utime  ^^^Z^^eB  in  the  centre,  in  the 
Dy  the  coDBtructloD  of  shelves  1  ggcted  m 

Jxnc  way  that  the  i-crease^J^  been  «  ^^  ^^  ^^^ 
Bates  Hall,  and  contemplate  the  ex  ^^^^  g^„,^ 

present  .helving  t«^*''*  ^^''^^  ^"ween,  in  place 
feaving  a  three-feet  Pjj-Bag^ayb^t^  ^^ 

of  the  twelve  or  '^";***'\,:^' uvei-y  of  books,  by 
'''''  »^r  "JilSSLr  h?  int'^ndL^^^  of  climb- 

umes  that  are  called  far.        .'    Series  will  here- 

The  space  »!»««  7*«»""J^^  ^^".^  tor  the  prepara- 
after  be  devoted  to  wo  l^^^ooms  lor  i         ^.^ 

or  seven  rooms  of  this  «««'''  »  ^^  .  j  ^ow  done 
be  gained  wherein  to  *«^^'riJlt>necSon  room.  A 
,„  ^ladies'  r^^'l^^l^lTTU^rin,  hve 
large  force  is  ""J' ^"!L  l,rimary  instalment  of 
thousand  '«l«™«"^„;^he  south  Boston  branch 
wuat  "^^.'^^^fi^be'^^daBsoonasthe  buiUl- 
;r -:trl2^«  Se-  complete  their  engage- 
-nropo.ition  has  be^n  mad.  ana  i«^«erlo«sly 

contemplated  ^«  «»;^J^!  Jee  to  ^^^'^''^'^  *^^ 
building  to  van  B^°««;JfJ^jJ^^^,;„wer8,  ,b„s  sav- 
deUvery  of  books  to  J"^*^^"^         experienced   in 

mg  adults  '^7^.^f  ^XeTroo"  ly  the  crowd 
iLTs^rg^So^Soonsand  days  when 

the  schools  are  dlBmissed.  j  ^  ^^i. 

It  is  f"rtl^"  P;"»;^;/tuiWing  and  the  adjoin- 
cott  estate,  west  of  t^»«  .^'^j^i' mg  to  the  lUch- 
mg  estate  on  the  east  «WC' ^^°"^^t  improbable  con- 
ardson  heirs,  to  P-^^^Xule,  that  wlnld  obstruct 
Htruciion  of  deep  'warehouses  tnat  ^„^,„er- 

^^'^"ra^'tiir::;:S     nfhave  been  made 

,ion  of  the  rear  ''/^i^l^  ^i^;^':*"'«evcral  members  of 
By  invitation  of  ^^^  ^J^^^f  ^,*^„*;:^n,ent  visited  the 

K=rt^n!^rSh^s:s:^^ 
:rsrwh^us^r-rt^^^^^^^^^^^ 

them  to  their  futiure  action.  


^  t'ambriaate. 

".^r,.;:.?.;;%h..  Le  o.  the  ...jra, y ;  o^;  «   f^^/'VVIh.  Bo.^n 
,.  ^  ■ , ,  ,1m,h"o  .  BO  .r.l  ot  Tn«M>o-  f  .^r  «h^^  *f,'Vh.-  Utl-r  U 

.  "  M  ..,'    w ill  retClv  ^^^^^^" 


|Jo0ron  Journal. 

„o.  Th.  <^«"7"';;\,'J  „^;t^llninBoyl-U,n.^^^^^ 
IMiWic  Library  '»^  *''*^.^^'^,  ,f "  Mr  ju-^iiu  Winaor.  lh»' 
at  noon  to-day  ^^ '"^ '\"*''^'  ,^!.  o  ln'lK>ctl«g  the  Im- 
H„«.rU.ttnd<>ut.  for  ""*, P'"T*°'', J'     i  are  «Ull  m  pro- 


Hates  Hall  Mil  ^  nn,„tH     f»J^'%„^)u    of    th.' 

voiuniPf.      I,"' .  "'7  h<M.u    couipbtHd.    ™^"  „,    nar- 

brar>  w»d*Vihr  itn^t  cr.nvd  of  >  ""^.'f  "'^"rohouw.  on 
'•'*■    ?*r  .^tS  .K  through  f^«»n>  ""/'"J^riou^  objec 

r'"***^V;mdro7  i>ran>a  b.tw..-n  the^^o  \ow^^  ^^^ 

b"S^r^.Shi^r^'ii?Sf^-^«»"*- 

3uv«nlle    «;  thU-ll^rv  "^  »^"'"'- w.ii   for  whlcb  »l»nii 

iwok*-  »*'♦''*    a  and  much  delay  «n  iu«        o;,n*ert«d 

^^P^'^^rk-ri.mi  f..r  hi"d.n>!,  co  ertng.  ,„    .,  of  the 

„ito  >»oru-ro*<  »  which  the  ••* ',*  "JIJ.,  taU  upon 


,f  v..ok  .helve-  ,^''\il::Li»«>utnernW< 


'  at; 


j4BC«dutthe«iM  ,   „(  thr  HuiMT  t^,n^ 

the  city.    »>  X„  vublb*  l.tbrarj  of  «"«    "(Ll^  divl<l<  <l 

„  iullo.»»-_»*|.t?^."'^ath   Boston.   o<rvi.    i'  t- 


Kai»t   l^o^tnn, 
Ko«>m,  VJ5P3. 


BttM; 


The  BMtoa  PukUc  L.khrmrf 

The  CADditioQ  and  progresB  of  the  largest 
public  library  on  the  American  continent  is 
of  national  importance,  althoush  its  advan- 
tages may  appear  to  be  confined  to  the  peo- 
ple of  its  own  immediate  district.  It  may 
not  be  quite  pleasant  for  the  inhabitants  of 
New-York  to  be  told  that  the  Metropolis 
must  take  a  second  place  in  this  significant 
index  of  civilization ;  but  it  may  be 
salutary  that  they  should  be  told  so.  As  a 
matter  of  statistics,  then,  we  may  state  that 
whereas  on  Jan.  1, 1871,  the  Astor  Library 
possessed  140,588  volumes,  and  on  April  80 
the  New-York  Mercantile  Library  had  127,- 

1 287  volumes,  the  Public  Librao-y  of  the  City 

I  of  Boston  numbered  179,250  volumes.  This 
aggregate  renders  the  Boston  institution— if 
we  except  the  library  of  Coivgress.  which  is 

I  estimated  at  about  twenty-seven  thousand 
volumes  in  excess  of  the  last-named  figures — 
by  far  the  largest  in  this  country.  The  in- 
crease of  the  Boston  Library  during  the 
past  year  was  the  greatest  ever  experienced, 
including  eighteen  thousand  bound  books 
and  nearly  fifteen  thousand  pamphlets.  It 
IS  true  inat  me  ngures  catalogued  for  1857-8 
foot  up  to  nearly  thirty-six  thousand  vol- 
umes; but  this  represents  the  accumnla- 
tions  of  two  years,  besides  the  ordinary  ac- 
cessions ;  and  the  increase  for  the  year  of 
the  Parker  bequest,  1860-1,  was  less  than 
seventeen  thousand.  The  Boston  collection, 
we  may  add,  is  gaining  on  that  of  Washing- 
ton, since  the  library  of  Congress  grew  last 
year  but  12,441  volumes  and  eight  thousand 

I  pamphlets.  During  tliesame  time  the  growth 
of   the  New- York  Mercantile    Library  ^as 

1 11,416,  and  that  of  the  Antor  Library  less 
than  l,r)O0  volumes. 
The  history  of  the  Boston  Library  during 

I  the  year  sliows  notable  coniirniatiou  of  tiie 
saying  that  to  him  that  h.nth  shall  be  given. 
Over  six  huudced  iudividuals  gave  buuka  to 

1-^    Luj.^i,  ^juxCiot^ 


UxMdJ 


'jlI^.V  1^1 1  — 


A  book-maker  who  has  been  Jn  Boston  ttio  past 

winter,  says  that  our  libraries  afford  facilities  for  the 
.  xamination  of  aulhoritlps  tar  greater  than  can  be 
found  in  any  other  American  city.  The  college  library 
at  Cambridge,  with  the  l'ub;ic  Ubrary  ol  Boston,  and 
the  Athenffium  Library  are  stiong  attractions  to  liter- 
ary men,  and  give  cha/acter  to  society  hero  by  bring- 
ing  to  'his  nelahborhood  men  who  sf  ek  an  opportunity 
to  draw  upon  lhe««»  great  mental  BtorY>-houae8. 

Boston  boys  are  wtde-aw^ke,   especially  tho«e 

who  take  books  from  tbe  pubHc  library.    There  has 

b(^n  a  system  of  transfer,  by  which  a  perron  taking  out 

a  book  could  hsnd  it  over  to  a  friend,  and  hare  the 

numt^r  franff,  rred  to  tha  friend's  card.  The  boys  have 

taken  adTsiitage  of  thl^,  and  those  lucky  enough  to  get 

a  popular  book,  aner  renriiog  It,  have  transferred  it  to 

anoihir  for  pa\,  eetting  mm*  yaryiug  ftpm  a  dime  to  ■ 

dollsr.  according  to  tlie  demand  lor  the  volume.    Some 

new  books  hare  had  a  high  markot  price,  and  been 

tran>r.rred  trom  one  to  anottier  so  frequently  that  it 

wa8di<flculttok.ept,-ack,  and  this  has  led  to  a  rule 

prohibiting  a  tran-'fer.     Young  America  is  indignant, 

and  a  petlMon  la  being  signed  asking  that  the  rule  be 
nuuullid 


IU!AK(  I!  LmnAniK-!.  Tho  a.liveiy  ..f  hwiks  at  the 
.«i<)Uth  Hostin  Branrh  of  the  Public  Library  b^xins  ti- 
iiinriow,  May  1.  and  the  onllccHnu  at  tliin  time  iium- 
ii(-rs  4"rO  volinncn.  The  caspB  rnn  provlih-  for  |2,iXiO 
\  olnnipB.  nnu  Un-  wall  Biioecs  when  shelved  will  I'lnld 
noO  volunicB  more.  Tho  lonse  of  th3  rm.ms  cxtcmls 
over  three  years.  The  reailing  rcini  was  oj.onpd  April 
22,  snd  {.liipe  that  date  an  avcraRf  of  •.'00  pei-aous  h.avo 
ufied  It  daliy,  the  atteiidunce  In  the  eviiiing  Ix-lng  oft.n 
I  row  (led. 

Iheeireiilatloniif  tho  Kn^t  r.nUn  nr^urh  re;»cherl 
;'>,0001he  flist  ye«r.  niid  with  the  larger  |Mipiilatlon  in 
South  H(  ston.  it  Ifl  thought  tlip  fl>rures  for  this  n-w 
branch  will  exeecd  t!io.<ip  i.f  the  older  one.  it  l«  und*»r- 
Btoo«l  that  the  fomial  dedieatory  ceroinonle»  will  take 
flace  about  the  middle  of  M^y. 


the  library  during  tho  named  peri.nl.    Ot 
these  ten  gave  more  than  one  hundred  vol- 
umes each,  among  which  moBt  conspicuous 
is  the  fine  bequest  of  Mr.  Ticknor,  which 
swells  the  total  contributions  of   that  la- 
mented scholar  to  no  fewer  than  8.201  vol- 
umes and  1,205  pamphlets.    These  include  a 
noble  collection  of  works  in  Spanish  litera- 
ture and— a  smaller  but  interesting  sot  of 
volumes— the  boolcs  about  MoumiE,  gath- 
ered   by    the    late    Mr.    I'rkscott    at    a 
time    when     he     intended     to     write     a 
life  of  that   dramatist.     Tho  events   that 
gave  so   great  an  increaae  to   tJie   Boston 
Library    last    year    may     be     considered 
excopticnal.        Yet      there      were     some 
things   operating  exactly  the    other   way. 
The  troubles  in  Etirope,  for  example,  mate- 
rially affected  the   usual  receipt  of  books 
from  the  Continent.    The  cessation,  in  many 
quarters,  of  printing  and  binding,  together 
with  the  interruption  or  stoppage  of  the  cus- 
tomaiy  avenues   of   oommunioatioii,    were 
necessary  and   serious  drawbacks.    Again, 
the  active  agent  of  the  library  in  Pari«,  M. 
Ekinwald,  was  early  obliged  to  leave  on  ac- 
count of  hia  German  birth,  and,  we  believe, 
has  only  just  returned.    There  are,  to  be 
sure,  some  subetitutes  for  the  ordinary  flow 
of  now  pnblicationfl— war-books  and  war- 
maps  being  the  most  numerous;  and   tho 
Boston  collectors,  like  others,  in  ordering 
all  the  earliest  maps,  were  supplied,  from 
Germany  as  well  as  France,  with  projeotions 
showing    the    country     from    the    Bhine 
to    the    interior    of    Germany— both   com- 
batants    then     reckoning    this     area,    as 
of  certainty,  to  be  the  field  of  operations. 
It  is  a  gratifying  fact,  vouched  for  by  Mr. 
FuiiNiVALL  in  his  report  to  the  Chaucer  80- 
loiety,    and   bow   corroborated   by  Mr.  Jus- 
tin WiNSOR,*he  Superintendent  of  the  Boston 
Library,  that  in  the  higher  departments  of 
pure  literature— so  far  as  shown  by  the  sub- 
I  scnptions  to  that  Society— the  {interest  is 
greater  in  the  United  States  than  in  the 
British  Islands.    There  are  twenty  libraries 
in  this  country  now  receiving  the  Chauoor 
publications  against  but  eight   in  England, 
one  in  Ireland  and  none  in  Seotlimd.   Of  the 
twenty  gets  coming  aorosa   the  ahm,  ifvn 
York  State  gets  five  and  Massachusetts  four. 
Among  other  statistics  of  interest,  the  total 
daily  number  of  rieaders  in  the  reading-room 
Ib  set  down  at  an  average  of  075.  There  were 
293,710  volumes  taken  for  home  use  during 
the  year,  of  which  18,700,  or  one  in  fifteen, 
had  to  be  sent  for  by  notice  through  tho 
post.     Of    these    latter,     844    had    to     be 
again  sent  for  by  special  messengers,  and 
this  final  process  ended  in  a  Ioim  of  thirty- 
nine.    This  means  that  oat  of  7,581  volamen 
thai,  leave  tho  library,  one  only  u  lost— a 
favorable  result  when  it  is  considered  that 
no  pecuniary  voucher  or  deposit  is  required, 
and  that,  so  far  as  we  can  see.  the  only  pun- 
ishment of  delinquents  consists  in  refusing 
them  books  for  the  future.    Whether  a  sys- 
tem so  mild  would  answer  for  universal  ap- 
plication, we  need  not  at   present  inquire ; 
but  we  apprehend  that  under  a  stricter  one 
results  are  sometimes  less  felicitous.    It  is 
certainly  creditable  to  the  people  of  Boston 
that,  with  a  slighter  hold  upon  borrowers 
than  any  ever  yet  exerted  by  a  great  library 
with  a  large  constituency,  the  losses  should 
have  proved  so  trifling.    We  trust  that  the 
example  in  this,  as  well  as  ot  her  respects 
will  be  profitable. 

Apart  from  m»tt«r«  of   9&Uin  %e 
progT^B  of  JHtanrm  fiibi»r 
apa  StJfriW^^^^ol 
surely  mortif^int  tftiAl  !N«#-Yori 
wealth  and  population,  should  lag  so  far 
hind  a  city  which,  whatever  her  other  ad- 
vantages, is  so  decidedly  inferior  in  these. 
It  is  not  needful  to  enter  upon  the  question 
of  comparative  intelligence  in  the  two  cities, 
to  be  sure  that  that  of  New-York  would  cer- 
tainly be  improved  by  the  increased  diftu- 
.sion  of  wholesome  literature,  and  to  spread 
nuch  among  the  masses  public  libraries  are 
efficient  instruments.    Good  books  are  in- 
centives to  good  morals  and   good  govern- 
m^  ♦.,  and  we  hope  it  can  be  truly  said  ere 
^  A.' ^t  the  first  City  of  the  American  con- 
,^  jessen  the  ftret  of  public  libraries. 
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DEDICATION   HYWN. 


HOT  TOO  BLOW 
■.1st  SOFKAMO. 
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A  Free  I^ibrary. 

Boston,  May  14,  1874. 
Editor  of  the  Herald:  Your  effoM  to  secure 
*li- 0""nlnK  of  our  FubUc  Library  on  Mi.iday 
Inemhe  approval  of  »'>08e  .^<'«t  mU.Te«^«^ 
the  reflult-tue    younji  ,"•;.'"•   "^"u*     while 
rS".?.brtl?"".i;maVon  wo3Tu  ^ 
ToB  Ibie  t«  tn.e.ul  tbo  present  ."^ethod^^  ,««• 
iiverinjr  booka,  paruciaarly    •»"*"'?„""''' 
whcreVt  takea  ilmoBt  fts  much  t""0  U»  mo- 
ciu/k  bik  as  it  d.ea  la  the  CusU-m^HoiBe^o 
aecuro  an  olUcial  Blgnalurei'    Ipe  ^iiw-r  «»" 
o  ca»lou  vecterday  to  «^»°i!f «  * '^i^Slidecfa 
!;?a^r^?u,^1l"d^^..o'^-fe"imp/o;n^^^^^^^^^ 
M     She  la  d  it  aside  aud  I  awaited    ne  re- 
anit     Five  ten  flfteen  mmiitea  pasBcd,  aud 
^«  ;«.^      An  inulle^ent-lookinff  man  a  me- 

RiiuVi     Slit   a«ked  an   attendant    boy  "  no 
U84J  IJ.  ,^»«   Xt     ''I  tluuk  it  must  be  out.  ' 

^  Twfth*  ^  bote!  c?lrk  tbr  snunbing  n.e 
fault  witU  .  »^oj®'  ".7.  |,ut  I  do  ol),eit  most 
becauBe  1  luiy  h.m  tor  It,  but  ^,^.  ^^^^^^^^ 

upon  in  ayre«  public  librar^     op.n  *^  » 


KXERCISHS    AT    WAITS     IIAI.L. 


ORDER   OF    KXERCISES 


PRAVKk. 
HYMN,   "  Father  of  Mercies." 

ADDRESS 

l!y    \Vm.    W.    (;KKKN<>U(;n,  I'rcsiilcnf    of    the     I'.oard    of     Imsh.s  .,|    ih,. 

Public  Lihiiiry. 

DEDICATION   HYMN. 


\T     IMF 


DK[)ICATION 


op    TMK 


li  RANCH     LIBRARY, 


SOUTH      HOS'PON, 


BringinfT  what  |)raisc  \\ •   (  an 

Of  all  we  hr)|)c  for  here, 
Man's  largest  help  to  man, 

V'outh's  courage,  trust  and  clu  ( r. 
Yet  swept    >n  the  choral  swell. 

Sprung  from  ihc  grateful  heart, 
Sonij  (an  hut  feebly  tcH, 

Wii  It  help.  ()  (lod.  Thou  art  ! 

Humbly  l>efore  the  scope, 
Of  mind's  suprcmest  power, 

\\c  plant  this  seed  in  hope. 
Trusting  to  pluck  the  (lower. 


\i  \  swept  (III  the  1  liiit.il  su(  11, 
Sprung  from  the  grati  ful  heart, 

Song  can  but  feebly  tell. 

What  sower,  God,  Thou  ait  : 

Labor  we  nf)t  in  vain. 

Dowering  what's  here  rnshrinrd 
Ff  the  pcopl,  's  heart  ,md  bi.im. 

ke,j(onsise  seek  .uid    find 
I5nt  yet  in  the  choral  swell. 

S|)ring  from  the  grateful  heart, 
Song  can  but  feebly  tell. 

What  giver.  Cik],  'I'Iiimi    itt  ! 


tm 


Thursiiay  Evrtn'nr-.   Afny   t6M,    1872. 


ADDRESSES. 


At    (iUARTKU    OK     KicllT    o'CLOPK. 


A   PART  SONG. 


His  Honor,  Mayor  (;\s,,.n.  will  preside.  The  Singing  will 
be  by  the  children  of  the  South  Boston  Public  Schools,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Sh.irl.md. 


ADDRESSES 


OLD  HUNDRED. 


The  audience  are  leq nested  to  jfiin. 


The  Nation. 


NEW  YORK,  TUUltSDAY,  MAY  23,  1872. 


TUE  KXPEKIENOE  OF  A  PUBLIC  LIBRxVKY. 

AT  a  club  (linnor  in  Bor.ton  not  long  mwA%  at  which  the  company  was 
iiiiwlc  lip  of  mi(Mlc-ag(!cf  professional  nuMi,  nion  of  business,  and  Uttem- 
teurs,  most  of  whom  wen^  Harvaid  jiraduates,  the  conversation  turned  upon 
the  current  literature  of  the  day.     The  ponulanty  of  various  authors  was  in- 
cidentally discussed,  when  suddenly  one^TTf  those;  present,  who  had  tak.-n  a 
prominent  part  in  the  mana},'ement  of  the  Boston   Public  Library,  rather 
startled  the  rest  of  the  company  by  intimating  a  decided  doubt  whether  any 
person  tlien  present  could  give  the  names  of  any  one  of  the  three  most  popu- 
lar authors  of  the  day.     In  saying  this,  ho  explained  that  by  the  expression 
"most  popular  authors  of  the  day"  he  meant  those  for  whose  works  the  most 
frequent  and  eager  demand  existed  at  the  d(!sks  of  the  public  libraries.     The 
challenge  was  rather  derisively  accepted,  and  the  most  luiniliar  names  m  our 
literature,  from  Shakespeare  down  to  Tapper,  were  ..ne  alter  another  nien- 
ti(.ned.     Alter  each  had  been  met  by  a  more  or  less  decid(!d  negative,  those 
present  were  duly  impressed  with  a  becoming  sense  of  tlieir  own  ignorance 
by  the  information  that,  judged  by  the  standard  referred  to,  Mrs.  Southworth, 
Caroline  Lee  Ileutz,  and  Maria  .1.  Holmes  stood  at  the  head  of  all  those  who 
ever  had  written  or  now  were  writing  in  the  English  tongue. 

To  those  best  calculated  to  judg(5,  and  who  have  any  acquaintance  with 
the  works  of  these  gifted  authors,  such  a  statement  may  not  appear  very  en- 
couraging; it  is,  nevertheless,  decidedly  suggestive.     If  nothing  more,  it  at 
least  shows  what  a  vast  capacity  for  improvement  as  regards  literature  must 
exist  in  the  average  American  mind  even  in  tiic  most  generally  educated 
parts  ol'the  country.    And  yet  it  would  hardly  be  safe  to  draw  too  decided 
an  inference  from  such  a  fact  as  here  stated.     It  is  to  be  remembered  that, 
while  some  books  are  bought  which  an;  not  read,  very  many  books  are  read 
which  are  not  bought.    There  be  books  and  books— books,  .is  Charles  Lamb 
said,  which  are  not  books,  and  books  which  no  genjtlenmn's  library  H}ioHld  be 
without,  and  yet  again  books  which  uo  circulating  library  can  be  without. 
Now  the  works  of  Mrs.  Southworth  and  of  Mrs.  Ilentz  may  w<-ll  belong  to 
the  class  last  referred  to  ;  it  may  well  bo  that  they  are  immensely  sought  lor 
at  the  desk  of  a  city  libnury  which  may  contain  twenty  dilapidated  duplicat.'s 
<.f  them,  not  one  of  which  is  allowed  to  rest  twenty-four  hours  cm  its  shelf; 
and  yet  the  class  of  readers  from  whom  this  denumd  originates  probably  are 
not  the  book-buying  class.     After  all,  tho  true  test  of  popularity  in  autliors 
is  not  found  among  readers  of  this  class.     It  is  and  always  will  be  evidenced 
by  tho  dog-eared  volumes  of  Shakespeare,  or  Bunyan,  or  Defoe,  or  Dickeus, 
which  turn  up  generation  after  generation  in  houses  where  no  writer  of  th(* 
day  ever  penetrates.      Where  tho  works  of  Mrs.  Southworth  and  of  Mrs. 
Ilentz  do  go,  other  aud  better  books  can  be  made  to  go,  and  to  make  them 
go  there  aud  thu:3  get  coutrol  of  this  potent  eugiac  of  popular  education,  is  tha 


'p 


real  mission  of  public  librari(>s.     These  are  indeed  the  necessary  coiuplemeiit 
to  our  system  (.fc(mimon-Hchool  education,  and  now  that  they  have  ceased 
to  be  an  experiment— now  that  in  many  cities  and  towns,  especially  m  Mas 
sachusetts,  libraries  which  Usn  years  ag(.  were  beyond  tho  reach  of  the  best 
educated  of  their  citizens  are  thrown  oi.en  to  every  inhabitant— the  smglo 
wonder  is  that  such  an  indispensable  conec.mitant  to  any  tolerable  popular 
education  should  have  been  Ibrced  to  await  its  development  in  our  times. 
Through  this  agency,  in  fact,  we  are  only  just  now  beginning  to  populariz<! 
lit('rature.    The  experience  of  one  conmmnity  as  regards  these  institutions 
will  probably  be  found  to  be  the  experience  of  all.  and  the  subject  is  yetsufD- 
ciently  mivel  to  give  it  a  general  interest.  We  propose  to  take  a  New  England 
suburban  town,  in  no  respect  apparently  diilerent  fn.m  most  others,  and  say 
something  of  its  exiH'riment  with  a  public  library,  as  showing  what  a  New 
England  community  reads  and  how  as  yet  it  reads  it.    /  ^^Uty,  lu  tu*f  ■ 
The  town  of  }?^  is  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  and  contains,  scat- 
tered more  or  less  densely  over  rather  larg<!  territorial  limits,  a  populaticm  of 
about  7,50U  souls.     They  are  mainly  native  Americans  aud  Irish,  while  the 
occupations  of  tlie  inhaliltants,  except  in  so  far  as  they  are  w<.rkers  in  stores, 
in  no  respect  differ  (n.m  tlx.se  of  the  residents  of  any  other  large  town  in 
close  proxinnty  to  u  great  city.     A  movement  in  favor  of  a  public  library 
was  organizodhi  X.  in  the  spring  of  1971.  and  by  midsummer  the  necessary 
amount,  $.^,000,  had  been  raised,  half  by  public  and  half  by  private  subscrip- 
tion.    It  took  a  longer  time  to  procure  this  small  sum.  as  tin;  pi^rsons  having 
the  matter  in  charge  deemed  it  very  expedient  that  those  for  whose  benefit 
the  library  was  intended  should  feel  that  they  had  contributed  t<»  it.  and  so, 
declining  to  allow  a  few  wealthy  persons  to  make  up  tho  amount  by  large 
Kubscriptions,  the  town  was  districted  and  actively  canvassed  until  the  ne- 
cessary sum  was  contributed  in  amounts  ranging   from  ten  cents  upwards, 
but  only  in  a  single  ease  exceeding  fifty  dollars.     A  suitable  library  room 
was  oll-ered  free  of  charge  by  the  liberality  of  a  seminary  established  in  the 

town. 

The  issue  of  cards  upon  which  books  could  bo  borrowed  free  from  the 
library  began  on  December  U.  Every  inhabitant  of  the  town  over  four- 
teen years  of  age  was  entitled  to  u'.u-  of  these  cards,  upon  registering  his 
name  and  addr(!.ss.  and  at  tlu!  end  ..f  six  weeks  l,:ViO  cards  liad  been  issued, 
upon  which  over  7,1100  volumes  had  been  borrowed  from  the  library.  This 
Avas  an  average  of  nearly  2t)n  volumes  a  day,  and  afforded  some  iudication  of 
tho  intellectual  famine  which  must  previously  have  existed.  At  tho  end  of 
iivo  months  the  numbc^r  .if  cards  issu;;d  had  iiu-reased  to  1.7.'iO,  while  'iJ.OOi) 
volumes  had  be<-n  Ixirrowed  upon  them.  Of  this  great  nundier  no  book  had 
boon  lost,  aud  only  on<!  bore  marks  of  having  been  intentionally  mutilated. 
Saturday  evening  was  uniformly  tho  busiest  «>f  the  week,  when,  not  uucom- 
monly,  the  library  nxnu  w.mld  Ix;  oppressively  crowded  with  jjersciiisof  both 
sexes  and  all  ages  waiting  lor  th<'ir  bo<.ks,  giving  tho  two  young  women  who 
constituted  the  entire  librariati  force  of  tlu!  institution  all  ar.d  more  than 
they  could  attend  to.  Sometimes  as  many  as  one  hundred  persons  wcmld  he 
waiting  at  riice,  and  tlu;  number  <»f  boi»ks  delivered  in  any  one  day  has  even 
exceeded  four  hundred. 

What  are  'hese  books?  What  i-  t!i.'  c!:hs  of  literature  in  such  great 
demand  ?  At  first  bUnli  the  a-iswr  to  this  <|u<'sti<»n  is  a  little  startling— 
perhaps  even  somewhat  calculated  to  appall.  Of  every  hundred  books  taken 
nut  there  will,  up<m  an  average,  be  45  works  of  fiction  for  Jwlult.H,  Xt  of  fiction 
for  juveniles,  and  20  volumes  oi' every  otlxT  description  ..f  literature.  This 
library  does  not  happen  t<.  contnin  the  wmks  of  either  Mrs.  Southworth  or 
of  Mrs.  Ilentz.  wliicli  would  undoubtedly  bo  in  as  great  demand  here  as  they 
are  found  to  be  at  the  City  Eilirary  in  Boston.  Meanwhile,  in  their  ab.seiiee, 
the  three  writers  whose  works  me  most  eageriy  sought  are  Mrs.  Stowe,  Mrs. 
Whitney,  and  Miss  Alcott,  while  the  most  frequently  n-ad  hooks  are  "Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,"  Miss  Cummiiigs's  "  Lami.lighfer,"  and,  strang.;  to  say,  side 
by  side  with  "  We  C.iris"  and  "  Little  Men."  and  in  close  competition  with 
these  niod.-rn  favorites,  come  the  lit.-rary  ollspring  of  good  old  Mip.ses  Hocho 
and  Porter— "The  Children  of  the  Abbey,"  "Thiwldcus  of  Warsaw,"  and  ti.e 
-  Se.ittish  Chiefs."  Meanwhile  tlie  great  Sir  Walter,  the  world-renowned 
(■(.ntemporary  of  tlu'  last-named  two  excellent  ladies,  lingers  far  iKshind  them 
in  popular  appreciation  ;  he  is,  in  fact,  clean  distanced  in  the  running.  At 
first  ho  could  not  be  force<l  uixm  the  market  at  all,  and  tho  moderii  l>ny 
.v  ■  I  -(.ni-d  to  have  lost  all  n-lish  for  "  I  vanho.-."  Oflate,  however,  the 
nulilic  has  given  signs  of  an  impr<ived  education,  aiid  Sir  Walter  is  looming 
up  in  tho  distance,  ranking,  p.Tbnp-<.  am<.ng  favorites  of  th<!  third  or  fourth 

ilass. 

Indeed,  if  the  writ-.Ts  of  fiction  in  moat  po].nlnr  demand  wore  to  be 
rouchly  classified,  it  w<.uld  be  som.'what  as  follows  :  In  tho  first  class,  after 
the  various  chief  favorites  alreivly  mentioned,  w(»uld  c«.me  Mayne  Reid, 
Charles  Keade,  Dickens,  Cooper.  Charlotte  Bronti-,  A.  S.  Koe,  MIm  Muloch, 
WUkio  Collins,  M.  J.  Holmes.  T.  S.  Arthur,  and,  pleasant  to  add,  good  old 


MisB  Austcn.  The  works  of  the.c  .vnters,  and  a  ^ r^'f^r^y^^t' 
such  as  "  K<.binson  CruHoo,"  "  The  Arab.au  Mghts,"  and  -  OuUuer  s  rra 
;^^  '  arc  al.nost  never  on  the  Bholves  ;  a.  the  cpieB  are  road  to  pieces  hoy 
Ir  k-placod  by  others,  but  the  deuuxnd  docs  not  .top.  In  the  second  da... 
1!  luit  not  nearlv  s'>  popular,  vvouUl  (;on,e  Marryat,  Diarach,  Anthony 
S:;^c^n!^.ajHawti;>rno,  lUUwer,  Thackeray,  Mr.  ChaHe. 
il  Walker,  Miss  Douglas,  Walter  Scott,  Miss  KavauaKh,  and  M.ss  ha,e- 
t  oth  i«  useless  to  ,.  into  details  a.s  to  the  works  ..f  the  authors  thu. 

u^^cenaneouslyjun^bled together;  it,n.ybeen..u^^^^^^ 
nblv  creatost  ma«ter^5  of  contemporary  English  fiction,  that  the     Old  tunosity 

;;:r:;:;:;^^i^»*"-^'":i:  which  .chiofl,  a,wicte,uo  -  v.^, 

i^l "  one  litL  circamsta,,™  connected  with  the  circulation  of  Thackeray  « 
1"^  w"uUl,  however,  have  excited  the  mo,t  intense  humorous  p:at,hcafou 
LZ  mi  ml  or  that  Kcntlcna,.  culd  it  hut  have  come  to  h»  kuowlclEc.  A 
;"e:rei:..^^ahlo  d  marrd  lor  ^-;-;  ^'ll^^/'^'t'^t  ^I'^'rirk 

::r'r*r,T:rcr:d''rri::i:ver,'a„d  i.e,ond  .c. ., ... 

ZoL  "LUC  nwrf  L  'ndon-  have  found  their  wa.v,  and  of  a„  po^ihle 
Saxon,  Thackeray  enjoy,  a  «pccie»  of  Celtic  vo^ue  a,  a  chronicle,  ol  Ire- 
Inn.Ps  fame  and  a  dcpicter  of  Irish  character. 

Th  n  not  much  to  say  on  the  subject  of  juvenile  fict.on  Ohvcr  Optu.. 
May^  Held,  Baker,  and  Kingston  occupy  the  fiehl  -'\  ^-;j'-;:^  ^  ]  ^; 
a/thevseem  to  satisfy  all  ycmth  i.id.scnnunately,  ;-;''.."; 
uublic library  in  much  the  same  situation,  so  lar  a.  loud  im  u  fl  <  h.u  .s 
^„d,  that  he  would  be  in  as  regards  adult,  di.l  tVy  ah  .Iguana  N  u-tor 
H  ...  or  Charles  Keade,  and  were  all  equally  sat.s bed  t-rewUh 

Su<hisei.d>typercent.  of  the  literature  wh..ch  g  .es  out  o    tl.e    ust  tu- 

f  n        ,r  un  n  tie  whole,  can  it  be  said  that  it  is  ..therw,se  than  a  hea   hy 

'::^;:'Th^^^U-B  a  natural  one  no  one  ean  deny,  lor  the  h.t 

in  ellect^ial  deinand  c  f  hu.nan  beings,  whether  in  the  udancy  oi  the  race  or 

f  he      bvidu^    iB  for  the  story-telh-r.     llon.er  wa.  ..nly  the  uu.s    popular 

^ayeda    tl..chi^^^  in  Hebrew  literature;  the  Ara  nan  ^>ght> 

an  as  old  probably  as  the  Koran.     A  certah.  class  of  s.ntnnental  and  pm- 
JX      ph  lanth,lpists  love  to  depict  the  son  of  toil,  as  they  designate  lum 
Zd^^^^^  his  legal  day's  work  of  eight  hours,  eager  to  revel  ni  s.Mue, 

r  ;.n"  i^         econonfy,  or,  perhaps,  the  correlation  of  iorces.     One 


TlIK  EXI'KI^IENCE  OF  A  PUBLIC  LllUtAKY. 


11. 


THE  vast  majority  of  thoBp  wlio  borrow  books  from  public  librarios  know 
nothing  of  systomatic  roadiii-  As  yet,  the  old-rashionod  circulating 
library  is  plainly  evident  in  tho  general  literary  taste.  It  would  bo  unjust 
ti  criticise  these  insHtutions  harshly,  for  they  served  their  purpose,  and  ibr 
more  than  one  Keneratiou,  provided  that  which  was  in  most  common  demand 
Through  them  Cooper  and  Dickens  were  widely  dis.^eminated,  no  less  than 
"  The  U«d  Kover  of  tho  Gulf,"  or  even  Ainswortira  precious  "Jack  Sheppard  " 
It  was  no  fault  of  theirs  if  the  poorest  trash  was  most  frequently  culled  f„"r 
They  would  have  been  equally  ready  to  supply  works  on  jdiilosophv  on 
theology,  on  science,  or  on  history,  had  the  public  asked  for  them -'as  it 
was,  they  did  not  do  so ;  and,  indeed,  how  could  they  I  lu  five  months  not 
one  half  of  the  volumes  of  Mueaulay's  Essays  have  yet  been  taken  from  the 
shelves  of  the  library  in  X. 

In  fiction,  then'fore,  tho  prerimig  pcuerations  had  received  a  certain  rude 
education,  such  as  it  was,  and  transmitLed  to  the  present  certain  traditions 
As  regards  a  more  instructive  class  of  reading,  the  case  was  wholly  diflerent' 
It  IK,  mdeed,  surprising  to  see  how  little  distance  into  tho  mass  of  mankind 
even  the  most  brilliant  literary  reputations  have  penetrated.     As  re-ards 
history,  for  mstance.  tho  desiro  for  infonnafi.m  is  verv  pronounced,  bu"t  the 
tamiharity  with  authors  amounts  as  yet  to  almost  nothing  at  all      About 
three  V(.lu.nes  out  of  every  hundred  boiTowed  from  tho  library  at  X  are  his- 
torical   strictly  .peaking,  but  cveu  this  small   percentage  am.mnts  to  a 
monthly  aggregate  of  „ver  l-(i  volumes.     Yet  in  this  department  there  seem 
to  be  absolutely  no  p..pular  favorites.     Macaulay's  Ilistorv  has,  indeed   been 
more  successful  than  his  Essays,  and  is  read  probably  as"  much  as  anv  book 
of  the   kind       lin.kle    follows   close    upon    him.       Milnmn    and   Kanke 
also,  have   had   their    share    (.f   persevering     reading,  and  both   of  them' 
strange  to  say,  at  least  as  much,  if  indeed  n.t  more,  than  either  Motlev  or 
I  rescott.     Fronde,  too,  is  in  tohMably  stea.ly  demand,  but  this  partly  for 
another  and  somewhat  singular  reason.     There  are  few  things  almuia  public 
library  more  noticeable  than  the  generally.evinced  desire  to  read  anvthing 
relating  to  the  careers  of  certain  well-known  public  characters.     That"xapo 
Icon  should  st.ll  e.ercise  a  strong  fascination  over  the  average  New  England 
mind   IS  not   perhaps   surprising  ;  at  any  rate,  everything  relating  to  Ws 
cmeer  from  Las  Cases  through  Thiers's  "  Consulate  and  Empire."  ,Ln  to 
Abbott,  IS  eagerly  penised  ;  but  how  are  we  to  account  for  a  similar  interest 
n  Mary,  gueeu  of  Scots  T     Yet  everything  relating  to  Mary  is  devoured  wth 
uvid.t.v.  and.   whdst   IVoude's  ••  Hei.n  of  Elizabeth  -  has  con.stant  reader. 
Mehnes  vivisec  ,on  of  tb.-.t  dni.ious  authority  is  one  of  the  vcrv  few  histori: 
c-al  studies  which  curulat.s  «s  rapi.lly  as  a  favorite  fiction.     This  we  m«v 
P.ohably  attrdmte  ,n  part  to  the  presence  of  the  hisl.  Hcn.-nt  in  the  popu.  - 
tumul  X..  lor  nniong  Konian  Catholics  Marj-  docs  dutvas  a  sort  of  .a  n    ^uh\ 
martyr    and  has  n-ccivcd  popular  cmioni.ation.     .And  in  part  it  nm 

and^r"-;;'f  •^^  '^  ^'^  ""^^"^'^  •"^•"••'^^  ^^-'^  attache '::ML;':to        : 
and  which  will  l<,ng  attract  readers  of  all  religions  and  of  none.  '  j 


The  desire  for  historical  infoniiaticm  does  not,  however,  extend  back  1,. 
classical  times.    Groto  and  Mommseu  and  Merivalo  and  Gibbon  rest  undis- 
turbed on  the  shelves.     But  this  absence  of  interest  is  compensated  hv  an 
additional  development  of  it  in  favor  <.f  anything  relating  to  America     1 1  U 
encouraging  to  see  this  take  the  Ibrm  of  a  thorough  and  popular  appreciation 
of  books  so  different,  and  yet  all  in  their  wavs  s,.  oxcellent,  as  Irvin-'s 
"Columbus,"  Parkman's  works,  and  Edmund  Quincy's  memoir  of  his  father 
which  last,  by  tho  way,  is  in  so  great  d.-miand   that  u  sintrl(>  copy  fails  to 
Hupply  It.     I'arton's  books  also  circulate  fr.'ely,  though  scarcely  s.nnuch  tis 
those  just  named,  and  hardly  more  than  Wirt's  "Patrick  lieniy  "  or  Sar 
gent's  "Major  Andiv."     Bancroft's  History  is  the  work  ,m  Ainerica  most 
Irequently  hibored  through  "  iu  course,"  and    Palfrev's  "  Xew   England  • 
seems  to   follow;   but   Ilildreth   cannot  be  made   to  go  at  all,   while  the 
original  producticms  of  Calhoun,  and  even  of  Webster,  rest  absolutely  undi- 
turbed.    Not  unnaturally.  Cooper's  "  Naval  History  "  retains  its  great  charm 
for  young  men  ;  but  the  especial  demand  relates  to  tho  history  of  tho  rebel- 
hon-such  books  as  Draper's  "Civil  War."  Badeau's  "Grant"  and  Swin- 
tou's  "l)eci.sive  Battles,"  and  even  Lossing's  compilation,  or  "  Carloton's  " 
sketches,  or  "  The  Rebel  War-Clerk's  Diary,"  give  ample  outward  indication 
of  tho  strong  interest  felt  in  their  contents. 

A  full  enumeration  of  the  books  in  each  department  which  are  more  or 
less  read  would  constitute  little  loss  than  a  list  of  fanuliar  authors,  and  .so 
passing  away  from  history  to  mons  general  literature,  it  is  verv  iiotiieable 
that  scarcely  any  demand  exists  for  booksof  a  religious  or  devotional  charm- 
tor.  In  th(!  very  hot-bed  of  the  rnitarian  movement  not  one  volume  of 
Channing's  works  has  yet  been  asked  for.  B»;.cher  has.  however,  to  a  de- 
gree usurped  his  popularity,  and  the  "  Life  of  Christ"  circulates  with  some 
rapidity.  In  the  department  of  arts  and  Bciencos  there  is  a  singular  demand 
for  works  on  geology,  chemistry,  and  natural  history.  Not  only  do  Jacob 
Abbott's  treatises  on  heat,  light,  and  water,  and  land  show  the  marks  of  con- 
stant reading,  i)ut  Lyr-ll,  Miller.  Darwin,  Humboldt,  and  Lewes  are  read  fre- 
quently and  with  evident  intelligence,  while  the  study  of  FigiUer's  works 
extends  even  to  the  "To-morrow  of  Death." 

Next  to  liction,  however,  accounts  of  travel  and  adventure  are  in  greatest 
demand,  and  of  these  there  are  sent  out  uiM)n  the  average  ab.mt '200  volumes  a 
month.  From  Marco  Polo  down  (Mungo  Park,  bv  the  wav,  has  not  yet 
b(>en  discovered)  those  "  wh<.  seek  a  wonder  world"  or  "sail  beyond  tho 
sunset"  find  many  intarnsted  foll.,wers,  but  e.-.pecinllv  so  if  they  are  bound 
for  the  Arctic  regions  or  tho  recesses  of  Africa.  There  are  ten  calls  for  Sir 
Mimuel  Baker  to  one  for  Profes.^or  Pumpelly,  and  Ko.ss  Browne  and  Bayard 
Taylor,  popular  as  they  are,  will  only  attain  the  fullest  possible  currency  for 
their  works  by  going  the  one  to  Paget  Sound  and  tho  other  to  tin;  sources  ..f 
tho  Niger.  Among  this  class  of  books,  it  is  pleu..ant  to  find  Dana's  "  Two 
Years  Before  tho  Mast  "  still  retaining  its  popularity  as  much  m  any.  It  is 
read  more  even  than  most  works  of  ficlion. 

Judged  by  the  standard  of  popular  d.Miiand  in  X.,  utter  oblivion  would 
seem  to  have  fallen  on  many  of  tlie  most  famous  of  tho  English  essayists  and 
humonsts.  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  has  found  but  a  single  curious  reader,  while 
Charles  Lamb,  Leigh  Hunt,  Christopher  North,  and  Hazlitt  are  absolutely 
unknown.      So  nuich  with  a   miscellaneou-.  c.llection  of  readers  depends 
upon  an  attractive  title,  that  a  work  without  one  might  almost  lie  hid  indcfi- 
mtely.     'Phis,  too,  often  leads  on  the  other  hand,  to  griev.nis  cases  of  de- 
ception.    Many  a  youth  has  thought  to  find  in  "  The  A(h .'iitures  of  Philip  " 
something  after  the  style  of  Robinson  Crusoe  or  Gulliver;  but,  in  this  re- 
spect.  Hugh  Miller's    "  Cruise  of  tlu^  Betsey"  i.H  perhaps  tho  most  heartless 
fraud  of  all— the  promise  is  so  strong  for  a  second  edition  ol'  tho  -  (Vuise  of 
the  Midge,"  and  the  performances.,  very  diflerent.     It  i^  l..  adventurers  of  this 
sort  that  the  humorists  and  essayists  seem  to  f.wo  what  little  attention  thev 
have  received.     De  Quincey  cai)tivates  by  su.-h  a  title  as  "  The  Avengers,'' 
and  then  tries  to  beguile  his  victim  into  some  "Supplementary  N..te  on  the 
Essenes";  Leigh  Hunt  promises  a  modern  Joe  Miller  under  the  title  of 
"  Wit  and  Humor,"  and  then  tries  to  palm  off  as  something  funny  hmg  ex- 
tracts from  Chaucer  or  Ben  Jonson  or  Beaumont  and  Fletcher.     They  are  de- 
tected, however,  and  thereafter  left  severely  alone. 

Ofthe  modem  essayists,  it  has  already  been  mentioned  that  Macaulay 
has  very  fosv  readers,  and  it  may  be  added  that  Cadyle.  Sidney  Smith,  and 
even  Stuart  Mill  have  none  at  all.  Among  Am!-ricuns.  Hus.sell  Lowell  has 
a  !u-.  but  Emerson  forms  no  cxcepti.m  to  the  rule;  a  few  have  triwl  him 
bn!  w,fh  most  nnsatisra-tory  n-ult-.  (.f  writer,  of  another  class,  H.dmes 
and  Howells  df.  better,  but  their  circulation  cannot  be  said  to  indicate?  {M.pu- 
lanty.  Not  all  <.f  them  put  U.gether  would  have  th((  circulati<m  or  supply 
the  popular  place  of  the  singularly  skilful  selection  of  pnper^  contained  in 
'•<'hanibers'8  Mi.scellany  ;  <.r.  Papers  for  the  People- 
In  poetry,  as  Bniwning  some«-here  savs  of  music,  "it  is  strange  to  see 
how  fashions  change."     Browning  himself,  by  the  way,  is  unknown,  th.mgh 


Mr!  Browning  U  ,„n,c.bat  read  .y  :...ra,  »a,nirer,  of  ;;-  "-  ^^^  J*;:', 

brought  into  play,  tbe  potency  "^  ^^'^^^^f  ''^j^.j^^  ^f  7,5^0  persons  of 
,^en.ent  that  ^^^^:7^^^^r^  each  year';  while  of 
all  ages  not  less  than  .,0,000  volu    03    i  .  proportion  consists  of 

U.is  vast  nun.her  ^ ^^:'^\:^,:^^  LLe  in  the  way  of  the 
the  very  best  bookb  in  the  augua  e.    i  ^^^^^^ 

perfect  efficiency  of  these  instau.ons  *  U^^^^^^^  ^^^^^     ^^ 

[hey  are  especially  designed  do  .0   a.  y  t  ^-w  how       g       ^^^^^    ^^^^  ^^^ 

do  not  .no.  -";-  ,^^^  atl^.",^eaeto^reaaingwiththe 
avail  themselves  of  the     whe^^hey^^^  ^^^^^^.^     ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^ 

great  mass  of  ^^:^;:^^IZ^J.  ■;,  little  better  than  a  blind  labor. 

eral  things  are  needed.  .  j^o  catalogues  peculiar  to  thcm- 

^^^'^'ll^raof'o^Ov  - 
selves.  A  f  •>^«^^\'^^^;l;';"f,;,,".o.nOO  volumes  piled  up  for  people  to  gaz.- 
of  more  real  popula  '^^^''^^^  ,  ,^^^^j^,  ^,  „,t  intended,  except  in  great 
at  ax^ross  a  librarian  s  desk.  ^'^^^^ ';^"^"  ^j^^,  ^  ^^  ^re  meant  to  give  the 
cities,  for  the  use  ^^^^^^^^^^^  ^  Jle  range  of  standard  lite- 
u^ass  of  the  people  perfectly  easy  a^^  ^.  \  reference.     Hare  b..oks  and 

rature  and  the  more  vaU.^^^^^^^^^^  ^  ,^,„. 

•choice  editions  are  vvho  ly  out  ol  1'.  ^^^  ^  i^^^ks  is,  there- 

lated  for  hard  and  conBta.it  u.^-  Jh    P ---^^^    ^,^  ^J^  ,,,  ,,p,„,,.  5, 

^'^^^-  ^^  :' tX3SV^    m -^^^^^^^         ^^the  catalogue.     Any  effort  at 
t»  prevent  the  irequeni  ic.  mdicaUon  of 

WlSiographioa,  lcarn,n.  "'f^l^f  ^^^^''^rVi,  „,aV  b,  very  .light,  l,nt 
the  character  of  ca<;liw,.rk.»%c^ncees_ay  titles  which  now 

"  '"'":^ir„ri::nmne:  n"  n^.vL^na  ocLion.  not  .c.  nn- 
,„ai;csworl.«olK.ence  vcration  to  the  borrower,    theapncs 

"■r'^tie t'a^  h    two  "nlial  thing,  never  to  be  lo,t  .igh.  of,  and  one 
and  Simplicity  are  tael^^^^  institutions  must  be  to  prevent  their 

,reat  elB.rt  f^Z^^^^:^:^Z^':Zo.  be  placed  in  every  hcnise. 
growiug  so  fast  that  taeir  list  ol  c  .^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  .^^^^^_ 

Even  ^'^^^^^'^^'^'Z^X^^^^^^^  t'^^-'  -^^"  ^«  "^"^'^ 
turn  to  a  catalogue  ^""^^^"f  J/f^^^V^^oth.r.  and  is  familiar  only  with  the 
knovvs  the  name  of  one  author  f'««^  ^  f^,^  vcars  to  come. 

.utside  of  the  few  ^«f «,  ^^' 7^-!  J^  I^^rtritorsin  the  language  can  be 
,„„tU  a  traditional  knowledge  of  the  better  wnt^  r  ^  ^^  f^^^ ^^  ^^^^^ 

educated  into  the  mass  ol  the  peop.e  there  mt^^^^^^  ^^^^^.^ 

.^...entary  ^-jf^  ^  ^;:^r-:::;:::hi^^^  would  be  contain^ 
short,  very  simple,  and  very  p  ,  ^^^^  ^^^  g,„gie 

,n  a  space  of  not  more  ^^l^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  TaineV  i.  .ailed  lor 
broadsides.     At  present,  even   u  h  a  cum  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

to  meet  this  e^--^^;^:^thn;uU  Fr^n  ^cvl     Kverything  we  now 

irtTT^-^-^---^^  nisno. 

"   Finally,  the  career  01  the  librarian  mu>^^>em^^^F<^^^ 

--^  one  -^"f --P^;-^  ^  t^d:  made  upon  it.     A  large 
lie  library,  and  intelligently  ^^'^y^^^  5^  f..,  direction;  and  for 

proportion  of  those  who  come.  ^J^  .^^^"^^^tf  perseverance  and  of  real 
Lit  of  it  it  is  sad  to  sec  the  --^e  o^ ^^^^^^^  ""[^^^  ,t,e  last  winter,  one 

""r'      r;L  ^nd  Burk;      Uo  wanted  a  course  of  improving  reading !     A 
volumes  of  Ldmund  uurhe.     1^  extensive  acquamt- 

,.,od  librarian,  therefore,  needs  ^^^^^^^'^P.^f^^^^'f  ^,,",^  j^e  (or  she)  is  an  ir- 


.        .     ,.       ,  .a  cuad  librarian  to  realize  that,  after  all.  it  wa3  re- 

imaginatum  to  «  ut....    a  gi>.Hi  n..raii  „».,tnrr    to  make  every 

served  to  him.  in  the  middl.  of  th.  "-^'^^^'^//^^tLr  r  a'herot.^^ 
treasure  of  literature  a.  accessible  to  ^  ^"'^  "^^^^^.^  j^  uis  hands, 
tuev  lun  .  been  to  the  mUl.onair..     The  public  library  woual, 
become  the  cheap  university  of  xho  p-ammar-schou1s. 
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TBEPLBLIClIBBABlOFkEmOKl 

SECOliD  GRAND  GIFT  COHCERT. 

BAY   OF    THE    DRAWING    FIXED. 

Ho  Postponefflent  from  Seplemlier  28. 

JVu'  ^■"''^-f  he  Tru.teei.of  the  Public  Libr*. 
ry  of  Kentucky  belnir  satUiied  from  the  Urge  s.k- 
of  tlckete  already  made,  and  the  daily  Increasing  de 
m«nd  for  them,  that  there  will  be  no  occa.lon  for 
POBtponlng  the  second  drawing  In  the  Gift  Concert 
tn  aid  Of  the  Public  library  of  Kentucky.  h.Te  J" 
Htructed  me.  as  their  agent  and  manager  ot  the  O  « 
Concert,  to  «ay  to  the  public  and  ticket  hold-rV  tba 
the  drawing  will  positively  take  place  on  SepJembe 
28  prox..  and  will  not  be  postponed.    An  active  de 
mand  for  ticket,  come«  ft  om  every  State  and  Terr^ 
tory  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  CaniS  J  J," 
•ng  asenrance  to  the  Trustees  tnat  no  clrcumstaiSe. 
can  prevent  a  drawing  at  the  appointed  time 

with  the  oiders  for  tickets,  and  In  order  tfcai  thl, 

jfnUoth'r?'"'/'^*'^  •"""•^'"^  Pres,„relnc^ 
w  nrl  u  "'/"*'"  '"■■  ^^^  *««''  «••  t^»  immediate 
y   preceding  the  drawing,  agent,  especially,  and 

end  .n  »    r"  "I  '''°'^"'''°*  "'=''^"''  "«"  deques  ed  to 

to  be  closed  In  time  to  ma^e  the  necessary  prepara 

ment  to  fill  every  order  for  a  tU^J^Jas  Mell  as  to  se^i 
all  the  tickets,  but  those  wholjpy  first  must  flrs 
^  supplied;  and  if  those  who  put  offbu,lTu„t 

of  tr.T  1'7'^' '''''  ^'^''^  "^"«»^  returned.  iLtel 
of  the  tickets  ordered,  as  In  the  tlrst  Gift  Crac^rt  !n 
December  la^t.  when  thousands  of  dollars  tS5  cam' 
too  late  were  sent  back,  they  will  have  none  -o  b- J"' 
bUL themselves.  thos.  E.  BUamlktte 

Lou...  .11      r  ^^^'"^^"Wle  Library  of  Kentucky. 


IKUitorUl    fioni 


fue    L  ,  ,.^.\\U-     (our; 
August  20th,  1872.  j 
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THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Can!  Irom  «ov.  Bramlette-No  Post- 
ponement of    the   «rand   Giii  Con, 

We  pubilbh  this  mcrnlnR  the  card  of  Oovernor 
UramletteanDouncinpthegratlfjing   fact  tnat 
mere  will  be  no  postponeacnt  of  the  Orand  Gift 
Uoncert  for  the  benefit  of  the  Public  Library  of 
Kentucky  and    that    it   w.U  poaltlveiy  come  off 
OQ  the  *th  September  aa  advertised.      If  there 
•listed  any  doubt  In  the  public  mind  aa  to  whe- 
ther thjs  concert  would  actually  occur   on    the 
day   first   fixed,  that  doubt    ia    now  removed 
Thoae   who    have    already  bought  tickets  now 
poaltirely  snow  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  de 
termlned  whether  the  » 100,000.  vr  the  »50  000  or 
^nyof    the    Klltlering  gifta   Ib  to  be  theirs;  and 
-bone    Who   have  nif  yet  procured  their  tickets 
now  alao  know  that-they  must    at  once  buy.  or 
be  excluded  from  any  chsnce  for  the  fSOO  ()00  to 
be  distributed   in  1.000  cash  gifts  on  the  28th  of 
September. 

The  aridity  with  which  the  tickets   to  this 
grand  gift  concert  have  been  taken  by  the  peo- 
ple abroad,  as  well  us  by  cltlwis  at  home,  la 
particularly  pratifylng  to    those   who    inaugu 
rated  the  movement  to  cet  up  a  public  library 
and  museum  worthy  of  our  country  and  of  our 
age.    The  projectors  of   the  scheme  feel  that 
their  call  has  met   a  fitting   response  from  the 
};wblic  voice.    From  the  lake^  to  the   gulf  and 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  the  best  citizeca 
!■   every    State    and    Terntory  of  the    Union 
l»ve      shown     their      appreciation      of      the 
JOdertaklng    by    »=euding    on   their  money  for 
tickets.    Many  of  them    seem   to   care  not  so 
much   for  the  prizes  to  be  drawn,   but  wish  to 
contribute  what  tbt-y  invest  In   rickets  to  the 
noble  ei  d  of  establisbln-   a   public  librarv  and 
museum  freetoa^l.    Monev  i.s  constantly  fiow- 
inc  In  rrom  mch  jetson.s  from  tvery  State  and 
county  and  city   and  almost  every  villag.-  in  thp 
aountry.    And  even  be.von.l  the  lines  of  our  own 
lomaln— the  Cdnadas  on   the  north  and  Mexico 
on  the  southwest,  and  the  Antilles  on  fhe  south 
oast,  and  even   lar-tllstanl  Groat  Britain,  hav^ 
shown   what  they  think  of  this  effort  to  foster 
literiture  and  the  arts  and  fci<  noes  bv  invest 
iDg  freely  in  the  scheme. 

It  is  not  at  all  stranae  that  the  sales  of  ticket? 
h«ve#aken  so  broad  a  rans?e.  By  tbe  provinionF 
of  ttso  charter  given  to  the  Puhlio  Library  of 
Kentucibj^  thejg|l|lature.  tbe  library  and 
museum,  ahd  sll^fMbpf rty  ei 
ed  by  the  InstUirtloft*^!*  ■ 
all  citijtecs  of  c^y  Siut, 
are  to  be  locaud  la  tbfti  cit 
and  the  ftredit  ot  projectL 
the  plan  are  all  tbo  cxclusi^ 
can  have  la  ibe  enterprise.  The 
their  o<,ntents  are  free  to  all 
without  question  as  to  where  fhcy  come 
from.  It  is  this  national  charactier 
Tthlch  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  PubUc 
Ubrary:  and  It  is  this,  ptrbaps,  whi<h  is  caua 
ing  auch  a  rapid  sale  of  tickets  over  tuoh  a 
broad  extent  of  country.  Any  citizen  who  buys 
a  ticket  and  pa.vs  ten  dollars  therefor  simpK 
Invest.s  tbnt  sum  In  the  stock  of  the  concern, 
and  if  hf  draws  none  of  the  nrizes  he  can  nov 
ertheloho  c.n  the  worth  -.f  bi.n  money  at  any 
time  hf  chooses  to  avail  hlros*.lf  of  th«  prlv 
iVge  by  making  free  use  of  the  hooka  and  anr 
of  the  property  belonj^ing  to  th?  corporation. 

Takf  II  in  all  of  Hg  bearings  and  relation^ 
thtronev.r  was  a  more  ppIeDdid  undertaking 
Mian  tbe  Public  Library  ot  Kentucky.  Th^ 
British  Museum  in  Lonlon.  with  its  million  of 
books  and  innumerable  and  valuable  curiosi 
ties  and  relies,  was  established  by  a  lottery 
'"■•■•       but  Itaffe 
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THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

eard  ifom  Gov.  Bramlette-No  Po>t- 
Sm,!"*^"*  «»    "«e   tJrand   liitn^oi: 

We  publlbh  this  mornlnR  the  card  of  tiovernor 
BramletteanDounciDRthegratlfyinK   fact  taat 
there  will  be  no  postponetaont  of  the  Grand  Gift 
Ooncert  for  the  beneflt  of  the  Public  Library  of 
Kentucky,  and    that   It   will  poaitiveiy  come  off 
onthe  28th  September  as  advertised.      If  there 
•xisted  any  doubt  in  the  public  n.lnd  as  to  whe- 
^er  this  ooncert  would  actually  occur  on    the 
day   flr.t   fixed,  that  doubt    1«    now  removed. 
Those  who    have    already  bought  tickets  now 
positively  jtnow  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  de 
termlned  whether  the  »IO!).O0O.  .r  the  »50  000  or 
i°o-!'   *K*   ftterlDB  gifts  is  to  be  theirs;  and 
^ose   who   have  n^  yet  procured  their  tickets 
now  also  know  that^they  muct    at  once  buy  or 
be  excluded  from  any  chance  for  the  »500,000  to 
be  distributed   in  1,000  ca.h  gms  on  the  28ih  of 
September. 

The  avidity  with  which  the  tickets    to  this 
grand  gift  concert  have  been  taken  by  the  peo- 
ple abroad,  as  well  as  by  citizens  at  home,  is 
particularly  gratifying  to   those  who   inaugu- 
rated the  movement  to  get  up  a  public  library 
and  museum  worthy  of  our  country  and  of  our 
age.    The   projectors  of   the  scheme  feel  that 
their  call  has  met  a  fltting  response  from  the 
»ubllc  votce.    From  the  laken  to  the   gulf  and 
ttom  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacidc  the  best  citizens 
^  every    State   and   Territorv  of  the    Union 
«ve      shown     their      appreciation      ot      the 
JOdertaklng    by    .^ending    on   their  money  for 
tickets.    Many  of  them    seem   to   care  not  so 
much   for  the  prizes  to  be  drawn,   but  wish  to 
contribute  what  tbey  invest  in   tickets  to  the 
noble  eid  of  establisbln-  a  public  librarv  and 
museum  free  to  a4 1.    Mont-v  is  constantly  llow- 
inc  in  from  f-uch  persons  from  every  State  and 
county  and  city  and  almost  every  village  in  ihf» 
aountry.    And  even  beyond  the  lines  of  our  own 
domaln-the  Canudas  on   the   north  and  Mexico 
on  the  eouthwest,  and  the  Antilles  on  the  south- 
east, and  even   far-dlstant  Groat  Britain,  have 
shown   what  they  think  of  this  oCfort  to  foster 
literiiure  and  the  arts  and  ^cunoes  bv  invest 
ing  freely  in  the  scheme. 

it  Is  not  at  all  strance  that  the  sales  of  tfckets 
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Library;  and  It  is  this,  ptrbaps,   whi<  h  is  caus 
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invests  that  sum  In   the  stock  of  the  concern, 

and  If  hf  draws  none  of  the  nrizes    he  can  nev 

ertheleso  c.-t  the   worth  of  his    money  at  any 

time  he  choone^   to   avail  himsHlt  of  tbo  priv- 

I'cge  by  making  free   use  of  the  i>ookB  and  any 

of  the  property  belonging  lo  the  corporation. 

Taken  in  a!l  of  its  bearings  and  rtlatioaj; 
thtrenevfr  was  a  more  splendid  undertaking 
than  the  Public  Library  of  Kentucky.  The 
British  Museum  in  London,  with  ifa  million  of 
books  and  innumerable  and  valuable  curiosi- 
ties and  relics,  was  ebtablished  by  a  lottery 
under  an  act  of  Parliament. ;  but  its  freedom  to 
the  use  of  all  citizens  ^as  not  contemplated  In 
the  beginnin«.  and  is  not  accomplished  yet 
This  enterprise  differs  from  the  English  one  In 
being  absolutely  free  to  ev,  rj  body-rich  and 
poor. 

But  a  i«w  days  are  now  left  for  the  sale  of 
tickets.  astheolBce  must  close  some  time  be- 
fore tbe  day  of  the  con.ert.  to  prepare  for  tne 
drawinc  and  distribution  of  the  J«)*j,000  in  gifts. 

Gov.  Bramlette  desires  that  tboae  who  w»nt 
tickets  win  order  them  at  ouoe.  and  thus  avoid 
tb«  necessity  of  their  money  being  returned  to 
tb^ui  after  tbe  close  of  the  offlcn,  as  was  done 
at  the  flret  concert  In  December  last,  when  sev 
eral  tiious.ud  doUars  were  returned  to  tbcsi 
whose  money  reached  here  after  tbe  sale  of 
tickets  bad  closed. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  who  ("esir^  to  con 
tribute  tw  the  cause  by  buying  tickets,  or  who 
hope  to  win  and  obtain  tbe  t^mptiop  prlzea,  wUl 
send  in  their  orders  at  once.  In  time  far  their 
money  to  do  some  {rood  and  secure  a  chance  for 
the  gifts,  which  are  1.000  in  numt>er,  ranging 
from  f  100.000  , the  highest)  to  flOO  (the  lowest 
WJd  BRer*>gat?n3  tbe  sum  of  foOO  000  in  cash 
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ADDITION  TO  PUBLIC   LIUUARY   E8TATK. 

Alderman  roland.from  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  I'ubhc  HulkliHgH.  made  a  report  that  the 
IrusteeH  of  the  Public  Libnity  hav«- called  their 
atter.tion  to  the  fact  that  the  estate  adjoinliip;  the 
rubhc  Library- on  the  east  side,  known  as  the  ttich- 
aidf-on  estate,  is  in  the  market  for  side.  The  estate 
coi)taui«ab<.nt3400  feet  of  land  and  can  be  pur- 
cha Fed  for  the  sum  of  »70,000,  aB  the  communica- 
tlt  n  8ul  mitted  with  the  report  will  show. 

Looking  to  the  future  increase  in  the  demand  for 
libraiy  room,  the  committee  think  it  advisable  that 
the  clly  should  be  the  owners  of  said  estate:  and 
further,  in  case  the  property  Khoubl  pa.s8  Into  other 
hands  and  be  remodelled  for  business  purposes,  aU 
the  expend  tures  for  light  and  room  on  the  east 
side  cl  the  library  would  be  useless.  With  the  es- 
tate also  papses  a  right  ot  way  to  Tremont  street, 
over  a  five-foot  passageway.  The  committee  would 
recommend  the  passage  cf  the  accompanying  or- 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Public   Build- 
ngs  be  authorized  to  purchase  the  Ri(;hards(jn  es 
late,  so    called,  adjoining    the  Public  Library,  for 
the  sum  of  f  70,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  b«  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
*  iuance,  the  sum  of  170,000,  to  be   applied  to   the 

i^ubiilf  rib/.  *  v*"  *^''='''''"'"o»  estate,  adjoining  tho 

A  motion  btiing  made  for  a  second  readine  of  tli.- 
oriici>,  " 

AUIerman  (lark  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  ict 
on  a  matter  of  thi«^  kui<l,  having  no  knowlud -e  of 
the  |)ioi)ciiy  lo  be  i.urehased,  or  of  its  value    " 

Alileruiaii  .Jt  nlvs  naid  liis  lirst  kiiowled^e  of  the 
r^il^^i'  ^'''."  obtained  today,  but  he  waS" assure  I 
that  the  price  to  be  paid  was  not  Larger  than  was 
iKuU  for  property  in  that  vicinity,  and  conslderluir 
Its  Vjilue  to  tJic  Public  Library  building,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  city  should  jmrchase  it. 

Aldeimau  Clark  withdrew  his  objections,  and  the 


1 


mimx  gailjT  6l0k. 


MONDAY  MORNINGg  SpPTf^'t  1872. 
BOSTON'S   PUBiriC  LIBRARY. 

WHAT  MAY  BE  SEEN  THERE  ON  SATURDAY 
EV15N1NGS. 
Saturday  evening  Is  a  busy  time  In  our  New  Eng- 
land cities,  our  energetic  men  and  women  seeming  I 
determined  to  do  enough  work  during  the  last  few 
hours  of  secular  time  to  make  up  for  the  enforced  j 
rest  of  the  coming  Sunday,  and  rushing  hastily  hither 
and  thither  to  purchase  all  the   thousand  and  one  ar- 
ticles without  which  they  foci  that  they  cannot  posfi- 
bly  live  until  Monday.    With  many  people  a  "goo«l 
book"  is  absolutely  essential  for  the  proi)er  enjoyment 
of  the  day  of  rest,  and  to  a  large  number  Saturday 
night  seems  the  only  time  when  the  desired  volume 
can  bo    properly  obtained:    they  know  that   hun- 
dreds of  other  i>er84>iiB  will  have  the  same  idea,  that 
they  will  be  crowded,  and  will  be   obliged  to  wait 
longer  than  on  any  other  evening,  but  all  the  same 
they  make  their  api>earanc«  In  the  delivery  room  of 
the  I'ublic  Library    at    seven    oVlock,  anxious    for 
Bometliing  to  read,  and  tleteriuiual  to  have  It,  even  if 
they  should  be  conii>olled  to  "mark  over"   a  dozen 
times.      A  crowd  gtithers   before  the    "Indicator," 
studying  it  eagerly  and  ^rowUng  softly  upon  Hiiding 
that  "the  iioveluixHi  whi<h  they  n»<l  deoendt^d  for  the 
morrow's  rewHiig  has  fallen  Into  the  hands  of  some 
more    fortunate    borrower;   auother  group  clusters 
around  the  delivery  <l<'sk,  eagerly   listening  for  their 
names,  widle  cards  and  books  are  showored  thick  and 
fast  upon  the  desk  where  thov  are  recelve<l.    Within, 
in  the   Inner    book-room,  all    is    orderly  hurry;  tJie 
Bwift  feet  of  the  little  "runners"  patter  rapidly  along 
the    lloor,  up    and  down  the    stairs  and  through  the 
galleries,  cmlecting  books   for    the  waiting     crowd 
without,  and  doing  their  work  so  well  that  the  aver- 
age time  of  waiting  for  a  t>ook   is  Imt  tlve  minutes. 
This  tlve  iniuutes  However  is    spent  in   various  ways 
by  the  numerous  varieties  of  rea<icr».    A  very  few 
sit  <|uletly  and  wait  In  rcMigne<l  patiuiice;  some  pace 
up  and  down;  some  talk  in  whisiiers;  here  aiii  there, 
in  comers,  two  Ix.ys  will  Indulge  in  a  silent,  liarmlcss 
battle  of  tistlciitl's.    Many  Iwirrow  a  magazine  fr.nu 
the  readlng-rocjm  an«l  hang  about  the  d(K)ni  counecl- 
liig  It  with  the  delivery  room,  lieeinlng  to  think  that  as 
they  are  In  a  library  ibev  must  improve  every  minute  of 
I  lieir  time.    Oecasloiiany  they  b««j>me  noisy,  and  evon 
the  clear  voices  of  the  youuit  lailies  who  call  off  the 
iiMmes  can  hardly  lie  hear<l  aiuid  the  tuuiult,  Imt  tli>' 
clerks'  "Too  mucli  noise,  boys!"  hushes  tlicra  at^niO'-. 
At  eight  o'clo<-k,  however,  th'o  delivery  of  l>K»ksci'  vs>s, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  all  Is  still  ami  dark  In  t!ie  de- 
livery room.     Rut  In  the   readine  ryjm  then!  still  re- 
niHin  many  boys  and  men,  and  occasionally  a  fciv 
latlics. 

Who  in  Boston  Is  not  famill.ir  with  that  long,  lofty 
room, with  Its  double  rf)w  of  columns,  lt*i  black  walnut 
desks,  and  Its  nuinemus  comfortable  chairs?  Here 
come  tlie  boys,  little  fellows  whose  eyes  can  hardly 
be  seen  sbove  the  desk  as  tliey  sUuid  on  tiotoe,  and  ask 
for  their  i>et  magazine,  "The  Roys  of  England  "or 
"The  Young  Men  of  Great  Britain"  b<'lug  In  greatest 
dt'inand.  This  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  index  of  Juvcullc 
•lepravlty  by  some,  since  those  publications  make 
no  pretensions  to  iK'lng  aiivthlng  Itut  amusing  or  sen- 
sal  tonal:  but  a  more  liencvoh-nt  vision  will  see 
nothing  l)ut  boys'  love  fur  a<lventurn  and  rom-iticc  in 
the  fact  that  these  two  iwrliMlloals  are  worn  to  tat- 
ters, while  good,  "improving"  literature  for  youth  Is 
as  fresh  after  l>eing  in  the  library  a  mouth  na  on  the 
<lay  when  carrifHl  thither.  The  two  round  tallies  at 
the  upper  eml  of  the  reading-room  are  intendcMl  for 
la<lles,  the  two  long  tables  next  them  for  li-iys,  and  the 
lower  end  of  the  room  for  gentlemon  of  quiet  tastes 
who  do  not  wish  to  Isj  dlsturbe<l  by  the  noise  of  the 
juveiules;  Ijut  the  Ixiys  like  the  cosy  round  tabUjs,  and 
about  then!  they  gather,  a  dozen  at  e:ii:li.  Here  are  four 
eager  little  faces  pressed  close  together  over  oiui  nia;;a- 
xine,  intent  uiKiii  the  mlventures  of  some  wonilerful 
hero;  here  is  a  forlorn  little  simpleton  who,  not  unlike 
some  of  bis  elders  who  slioubl  Ik;,  but  are  not,  wiser, 
has  asked  for  a  book  without  kiK)wing  .anything  nf  its 
ctinleiits,  and  is  puz7.1lng  bis  soul  over  the  North 
American  Iteview.  Here  sits  one  leaning  his  li.'ad 
uism  his  two  hands,  and  watching  with  eager  eyes  the 
lucky  comrade  who  Inis  rnxMired  the  boi)k  which  he 
ha<l  marked  for  his  own  and  waiting  for  tlie  happy 
moment  when  he  can  claim  the  reversion  of  it.  liere 
are  some  liny  (Jermans  with  their  rather  heavy  faces 
liKhtcd  up  with  iniith  over  the  Deiitscher "  Folfee 
Freund  or  the  Fliege»ler  Blfttter.  Here  are  the  older 
IxtVH  from  the  IjUin  and  Knglish  high  ifchisils  aiid 
from  Cbauiuy  Hall,  jioring  over  the  clas.sical  diction- 
aries and  incyclojwiiins  from  the  reference  library. 
Here  are  a  few  whose  ra^god  dress  tells  of  homes 
vvlieie  there  is  little  cuinfirrt,  isThaps  little  li>{hr, 
inlet  Iv  rca<liiig  the  Inxik^  itist  obtained  in  tlie  deliverv 
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whi'-lt  line    the  wri'ls;   but   even  tiuring    .July  and 

August  the  average  numtjor  of  visitors  is  Ave  hundred 

per  w— <i  iiimI  In  ii  i uliXJllpr  hundred  people  visit  this 

room  during  that  time!  '  <C«t>y 

Of  coui-Be  the  work  of  the  attendants  Is  extremely 
trying  to  the  patience,  and  one  caiiot  but  wonder, 
while  l(M>klng  at  them,  how  thev  can  luauage  to  an- 
swer pleasantly  the  endless  (piestlons  which  are  put 
to  them  each  day.  Tlio  many-headed  public  Is,  col- 
lectively, stupid,  and,  wheu  It  has  been  told  a 
fact  twenty  thousimd  times,  and  Is  stared  In  the  face 
by  innumerable  placards  which  emphasize  lias  point- 
edly as  printcis'  ink  is  capable  of  (loing,  will  still  ask 
for  explanations  of  patent  truths.  For  instance:  A  few 
years  a^o  It  was  thought  best  to  l>e  economical,  and,  in- 
stead of  furnishing  large  s<iuaresof  heavy  i>ai*er  tor  the 
use  of  applicants  in  iTie  reiwling-rooin,  to  employ  the 
slips  ujicd  for  recording  books  taken  from  the  Lower 
Hall  during  the  previous  year.oiie  side  of  these  slips  be- 
ing perfectly  blank.  The  public  do  not  yet  understand 
this  fact,  and  the  following  scene  occurs  almost  dully : 
A  la<ly  enters,  proceeds  to  the  desk  uistn  which  the 
slips  are  piled,  InsiHxts  them,  looks  disdainful,  in- 
His;ct8  another  pile,  and  so  on,  until  having  vlsitetl,  in 
turn,  each  of  the  ten  places  where  slips  are  kciit,  sIk; 
goes  to  the  attendant  and  says,  altruptly,  "These  slijts 
nave  all  been  used."  "Won't  you  please  write  on 
the  other  side?"  says  the  attcnci:int.  .\galn  the  lafiy 
g<ies  the  rounds  and  comes  back  angry  but  trium- 
phant. "There  is  writing  on  all  of  thein."  Again 
the  .'ittcndant  Is  obliged  to  ask  her  to  write  on  tlie 
other  side,  and  is  very  likely  entertained  with  a  few 
remarks  on  the  plan  pursued  at  other  libraries. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  pers<ms  who  have 
frefiuented  the  library  for  vears,  but  have  not  yet 
mastered  the  mysteries  of  the  slips,  and  cannot 
undei stand  why  a  Bates  Hall  slip  cannot  be  used 
for  the  Lower  Hall,  nor  why  they  cannot  take  iKwks 
home  which  they  have  obtiUiHMl  on  a  slip  on  which  it 
is  plainly  stated  that  books  taken  out  upon  It  uiust 
not  tie  removed  from  the  building.  As  for  the  multi- 
tudes who  blunder  among  the  different  bulletins  and 
cannot  understand  why  Don  (Juixote  and  The  Can- 
terbury Tales  should  not  be  down  among  the  books 
added  during  the  List  month  ;  of  the  hundreds  who 
pu'/.zlc  over  the  catalogues  and  grumble  l>ecause  there 
are  no  novels  among  the  "History,  Bii>graphy  and 
Travels,"  no  pfwjtry  among  the  "Arts,  Sciences  and 
Professions  ;'<)f  the  other  bundrc<ls  who  examine 
the  i>ulilic  card  catalogue  fur  books  printed  bmg 
btloie  the  issue  of  the  supplement ;  of  tlie  old  gen- 
tlemen who  do  not  see  why  they  cannot  go  to  the 
•shelves  themselves  and  examine  the  Tostl  engravings 
t'very  day,  and  the  young  ladles  who  do  ni»t  under- 
stand why  the  curator  needs  any  dinner  on  Wednes- 
days and  Saturdays;  of  the  girls  who  like  to  hold 
long  couveisatioiis  in  Bates  Ilall;  of  the  occa.sl<mal 
vit^lts  of  Infants  In  arms,  more  noisy  than  literary ;  of 
all  tlies*;  one  hears  no  complaint  from  any  one  in  the 
library,  but  the  frequent  visitor  sees  them  all. 

As  o.'c  sits  111  any  one  of  the  rooms  and  watches 
the  quiet  steady  way  In  which  the  work  gisis  on,  and 
remembers  tJie  statistics  which  are  puljllshed  ciw^h 
month,  one  can  but  remeinl)«?r  what  an  Immenso 
amount  of  care  Is  needeil  to  keep  all  this  complicated 
machinery  In  orderly  motion  au'l  to  register  its  move- 
ments so  minutely.  Each  day  a  report  is  nia4le  out 
fertile  librarian,  slating  the  nunil>er  of  magu/.lnes 
read  by  Boston  liulles  an«l  gentlemen  and  by  strang- 
ers, and  the  number  of  each  who  use  the  reference 
library.  A  shnllar  ai-count  Is  kept  In  the  Ii.iU;<  and 
lower "liall,  ami  the  slips  in  the  two  latter  Places  are 
kept  for  a  year  for  purts  ses  of  reference.  »Vhe'i  oufj 
wlds  to  this  the  care  of  the  buying,  the  minor  details 
uf  covering  and  binding,  and  the  intensely  fatiguing 
work  of  cataloguing,  one  wonders  that  sui>erlnten<l- 
ent,  lilirarian  and  subordinates  do  not  all  hjao  their 
wits  together. 

To  go  back  whence  we  started,  to  the  reading-room. 
At  elKht  o'clock  the  lady  atteiulant  <lisap[M!ars  an  1 
her  Place  Is  taken  by  a  gentleman,  who  is  supp  )9C<1  txi 
Ite  able  in  more  ellectually  awe  the  boys  by  the  ter- 
rors of  his  frown.  After  t!ds  h)ur,  however,  they 
are  usually  very  quiet,  finding  eniiugh  to  occupy 
tl;"ra  in  their  reading.  tK'ofuuonally  they  show  a 
slight  inciiriation  to  hustle  ea<--h  other  at  the  desk, 
but  this  Is  easily  ijUi^t^d.  By  nine  o'clock  the  lailes 
disapi'ear,  finding  themselves  In  a  minority  even 
smaller  than  during  the  day,  when  the  proportion  is 
about  one  to  sixteen.  Then  slowly  the  boys  and 
gentlemen  go  away  one  by  one,  until  when  ten  o'ldock 
sounds  the  hour  of  retiring,  there  are  few  left  on 
Saturday  night  at  the  Public  Library. 

Imtiortant  changes  are  making  In  the  book-room  of 
the  Lower  Hall  at  the  Public  Library.  This  room  ex- 
tends along  the  rear  of  the  buildbig  and  has  alcoves 
along  its  sides  formed  by  the  book-cases,  and  galleries 
about  ten  feet  from  the  floor  by  which  access  is 
gaine<l  to  another  tier  of  case*.  The  s()Rce  in  the  cen- 
tre has  hitherto  lieen  oceupie<l  by  tables,  at  which 
coverlnK,  cataloguing,  etc.,  were  done.  This  t^jmce  Is 
now  t4t  Tie  filled  by  iswk -cases,  eiglit  feet  high,  up  in 
which  are  to  lie  placed  the  bo<iks  now  in  the  up[M>r 
slieivcc.  A  temiKirarjr  floor  will  lie  laid  across  the 
tops  of  th^e  cases,  MM  then  the  windows  will  all  tx- 
rxtende<i  up  to  the  cefllntf  so  ail  to  afford  more  light 
to  the  up(i«r  isirtlon  of  the  ropm,  and  a  permanent 
flooring  lalil  alwve  the  -irtB^rary  one,  leaving  a  va- 
cant spare  In  the  centre  about  five  feet  wide,  so  as  to 
make  two  ranges  of  secon«l-st«ry  rooms  wliich  will 
Im>  used  for  thos*;  pur(sjties  for  which  the  vacant  cen- 
tral siiace  was  formerly  croployerl. 


/ 


— Mr.  Suiierintendent  Winsor,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  is  a  man  to 
l)e  envied.  .  He  is  able  to  issue  iu  abundance  those  guides  to  the  book.*  under 
his  charge  which  other  librariaus  have  neither  the  time  to  prepare  nor  thf 
mouoy  to.  print.  Some  libraries  eauuot  make,  others  cannot  print  thrir 
catalogues ;  some  coutiue  themselves  to  lists  of  authors,  though  this,  happily, 
is  becoming  rare.  But  the  Boston  Public  Library  had  it8  subject  catalogues 
long  ago,  and  for  the  Prince  Library,  its  bibliographical  catalogue  ;  it  is  now 
to  have  its  catalogues  raisonnrs.  To  the  second  edition  of  the  finding-list  of 
History,  Biography,  and  Travels  for  the  lower  hall — the  more  popular  de- 
partment of  the  library — Mr.  Winsor  has  added  concise  notes,  charat-terizing 
the  chief  of  the  books  previously  enumerated,  aud  referring,  where  necessary, 
to  other  books  on  the  same  h^ubject  in  the  Bates  Hall.  Lender  Cortez.  for 
instance,  Cowper,  Crimea,  Dare  (Jeanne),  Europe  (literary  history),  there 
are  remarks  which  even  one  familiar  with  books  might  find  useful,  and  cer- 
tainly will  think  interesting.  Under  Cromwell,  in  a  note  of  only  twenty-five 
liue^,  fourteen  wiiters  are  characterized.  It  is  as  if  a  manual  «m  "  What  to 
Head"  or  "The  Best  lieading,"  such  as  have  been  lately  published  by  Dr. 
Porter,  by  V.  II.  Moore,  by  G.  P.  Putnam,  were  combined  in  a  condensed 
form  witli  ill  onliiiiiry  library  catalogue.  Mr.  Winsor  has  also  introduced 
some  other  imprcjvemtnts  not  new  in  catalogning,  but  new  to  the  Public 
Library  catalogues — such  as  giving  dates  of  the  birth  and  death  of  those 
whoso  biographies  are  mentioned,  and  adding  a  brief  label,  so  to  speak, 
("  American  poetess,"  "  English  physician,"  and  the  like),  and  uniformly 
stating  the  dates  of  voyages.  These  trifles,  as  they  may  seem,  have  no  doubt 
cost  much  labor.  They  will  have  a  value  fur  a  cla.ss  of  persona  for  whom 
they  were  not  intended,  whose  wants  librarians  have  never  sufficiently  con- 
sidered. To  a  person  with  a  strong  imagination,  capable  of  < overing  with 
flesh  the  driest  of  bones,  a  catalogue  is  never  dull.  Heading  the  title  of  a 
book  of  travels  carries  him  into  the  countries  traversed;  the  title  of  a  bio- 
graphy brings  before  him  the  subject  of  the  life,  if  he  has  ever  heard  of  him  ; 
the  title  of  a  volume  of  sermons  produces  a  gentle  shudder  without  the  last- 
ing fatigue  of  reading  them  ;  a  metaphysical  title  puzzles,  a  mathematical 
title  strengthens,  and  a  licentious  title  shocks.  The  only  drawback  is  the 
rapid  transition  from  one  subject  to  another.  "  The  stories  are  so  short,"  as 
the  Scotchman  said  of  the  dictionary,  that  a  sort  of  mental  indigestion  may 
be  produced.  Anything  that  induces  the  reader  to  dwell  upon  the  separate 
items,  anything  which  causes  the  title  to  call  up  a  more  vivid  and  more  cor- 
rect picture,  greatly  enhances  the  value  of  the  catalogue  to  our  imaginative, 
shall  we  say  imaginary,  reader.  We  fear,  however,  that  it  is  not  for  this 
that  Mr.  Winsor  has  prepared  his  notes  and  additions.  His  purp<»se  is  strictly 
utilitarian,  lie  wi.shes  that  every  person  who  comes  to  his  library  seeking 
information  on  any  subject  should  get  not  merely  some  book,  but  the  very 
best  book  about  it  that  the  library  contains;  and  this  he  will  eflect  by  the 
publication  of  a  series  of  "  classed  lists  "  of  all  parts  of  the  library,  to  be 
corrected  and  improved  in  successive  editions.  The  present  list  deserves  the 
title  "  How  to  Choose  Books"  much  better  than  the  chapter  so  entitleil  in 
the  Library's  lately  published  "  Handbook  for  Ueaders,"  which  is  little  more 
than  a  list  of  bibliographical  helps,  and  should  rather  be  called  "  Where  to 
find  out  how  to  choose  books." 
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The  Mayor  read  the  following  communication :  — 

ExECUTi\  K  Department,  City  Hall, 
Boston,  July  6,  1S72. 

To  the  City  CounciL-li  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  death 
of  an  eminent  citizen  and  former  Mayor  of  this  city,  the  Honorable  |obn  JJ.  »l0elotD,  wh<. 
expired  at  his  residence  in  this  city  on  the  4th  instant. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  City  Council,  by  some  appropriate  actiu.u  to  express  their 
hi^d.  appreciation  of  the  character    and  public    services    of   Mr.    Bh;ki.ow.    and    their    profound 

respect  for  his  memory. 

William  Gas  ion.  Mayor. 

Alderman  Ci.akk  ollcrcd  the  following;  resolution:  — 

n<snhr<L  The  City  Council  of  1S72,  on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  the  <leatl»  of  the 
Honorable  Jobu  f  rCStott  ^ligcloh),  wl>o  was  Ma>o.  of  tl,is  dtv  in  ,S4<>  .S50  and  1S5,. 
desires  to  place  upon  it.  record,  the  expression  of  respect  to,  the  abdity  and  energy  exhibited 
hy  Mr.  Hk;ki.<,xv  on  all  occasions,  Ix.th  ordi.uuy  an.l  extraordinary,  xvhich  occnrre.I  during  his 
term  of  service  ;  and  especially  in  this  day  of  its  success,  the  City  Council  grateHdly  remen. 
bers  and  recognizes  the  valuable  and  tunely  ai.l  which  he  remlered  in  the  earlv  davs  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Public  Library  of  tl,e  city  of  Boston,  as  appears  tV.MU  the  recor.b  of  the 
Citv  Council,  dated  January    2<j.    1869. 


AU.c,„,a„  C.A„K  callca  fo.  the  ,ca,Un«  of  the   res„,„.i,.„s    as    passe..  January  .„  .S6.,. 
"^  ""ZZs,  The  .ecent  resignation  of  the  Honora-.e  JOHN  P.   BIGE.OW    as   T,..,stee  of 
t„  the  city,  whose  interests  he  has  most  faithfully  sen.-l ;  therefore, 

municipal  history,  and  have  been  thus  recently  terminate.l. 

y,../....  That  in  every  position  which  he  has  l.en  calle.l  upon  to  occupy,- as  a  men- 

.    whirl,    he    iircsided    with    marked    and    well- 
ber  of  the   Common    Council    seven    years,    over    wh.ch    he    pics.clea 

,        ,     .  M.V       .s  Muor  durin,.  three  years  of  eventful  interest,   and    as    a  Trustee  of  the 
remembered  ability, —  as  Major  uuim^  j 

,,„„,  ,„..,  from   its   conception   tn.til    now,   Mr.    »,..:,.ow    has   heen    .lili.cnt,  ..evote.,  

a.tin«uishe.l,  an.l  his  services  have  only  heen  measure.,  hy  his  strength  and  opport ties. 

/..WW,  That  hy  his  earnest  an.,  emcieut  lahors  .luring  the  early  part  .,f  his  mayoralty. 

r„r  t.,e  cstahlislnnent  of  a  free  City  Library,  hy  his  application    of  a   fund  rai.d  as  a  pers 1 

.estimonia,  to se.f  t,.  this  great  object,  it  being  the   «rst    ey    appropriated    for   the    pur- 

pose,  and  by  his  cxC.ns  in  securing  the  generous  aid  of  tw.-  of  its  earliest  and    n,ost  mt - 

„„„„„  „„,  ..  .,eh  .,e  u,ust  always  be  recognised,  respecte.l  and  ren.enrbere.l. 

The  resolution  of  Al.lern,an  C.vuK  was  unaninv.usly  passe.l  by  a  rising  vote. 


On  nwtion  of  Ahlerman  Ciahk.  it  was 


,.,al    services    of  Mr.  Hk^ei-OW,  .>n  Monday 


V„tc,/.  That  this  IJoar.l  wil.    atten..    tlie    fune 
next,  at    12  M. 

On  motion  of  .\ldcrman  Jenks, 

..    ,,        ,.  „r  ,.,„,,ect  to  the  n,en..,rv  "f  the    .leceased,  this  room  be 

V'otrJ,  That  as  a  lurther  mark  ol  icspect  to 

drape.l  in  mourning  for  thirty  days. 


be 
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Boston  D(\\ji/  4dt' 

date  It  is  pretty  well   »f^fri\,pction  of  biblical 

works  of  the  V»t«  <;««/'^il^i^*Thl8  coUecti.)n  also 
is  a  single  leaf  of  this  book,  ^^is^  ,^j  ^ 

contained  a  copy  of  the  IS  ew  J^f  2^^'  „ 'which  tbe 
Faust  is  1462;  sjn'I'OHed  ^^  ^^jSlns  Jf  W^^'^k  li.lnt- 
dale  is  given,  ^'^'K^'^fhes^e  Tntitle"  BMia' Pau- 
mg  yet  earlier  than  these,    en^'^^^       ^  gerles  of 

perwn,  naay  h«5^„^^,.„*5®°crii)ture  subjects,  sup- 
wood  cuts  representing   scnpuu  j       ^^^  ^^ 

posed  to  tiave  been  printed  as  eaxiy  as  ii"         ^ 

1440 

Cambridge,  July  26, 1872^ 
r.<fc6  £di<ora  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advert^^r^-^ 
I  think   your  correspondont  W.   ^^^  r  ej'"^ 

mates  tbe  number  of  l>'y>'^V?4th  century,  In  reck- 
iBBued  frou»  tbe  prt'ss  of  the  14th  ce^^^'^'tj^ere  are 
oning  them  at  eeveral  tbousandSj^thouRU  in^  ^^^^^ 

undoubtedly  a  ^V^^^  «' .^^^^fgion  a  copy  of  the 
Boston.  1  have  m  my„,»  o»„^®!,S  was  ftubbshed 
sermons  of  the  monk  Utino,  wmcn  ^^.il-     

yfi^i]j^^^|^^i)|jBB  1469,  somo^ 
f33|^^BiflQP7the  wholej ' 
'*'»»K^^^^^"i»t«**o  Men 

i2. 


volume 
k  Beau- 
id  by 
^umes 
,473. 
of 


IS. 
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Id 
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JJItTof  rejoicmK.  ^itzckralu. 

Mr  J.  E.  *'it/Rer»ld^fB<|m^  ^^ 
Uttle  in  a  brief  but  f^ffi  d»f  t^         ^^ 
standing  the  ^^T «*  »^S  *y  I^Bte^  to  and  fte^ 
,,owded  hall.  J-  ^i^^J  ,,  u.e  candidates  for 

qyently  applaudwl.    "■  ^     irt._ 

Vlce-rresiaent.MrFitzgeraias  .^^^^ 

^  With  the   pnbllc   «y  ^fe  i/ he  Mephi-topheb>B 

are  aS  well  acqualn^-  wf  G?ee'«^y:«.„^'^^Toi?e' 

the  exclusion  ot  nw-n  j^^^^ert  <-."mPlv mouth. 

l,»*i  delivered,  he  m^^ei  ^^,j    ^l,at  /",,-"ijeiBir 

^?.   •\rta"Je    mare%uch%  sutement     be^^^^^^^ 
Bhould  ,"a'®  f    the     KnowNothmg     "'»      „    jon 
a    member    of    in«  j,,^  of  p,,  g  to  tnc  .^^ 

1  therefore  t<>oktnej   the  speeches  of  Mi  >>>;«   ^.^ 

time,  ^a»  K^flt'^went  either,  thou«i> '  ^o^;*^  A^niked 
Knew  where  » ,«'^"/„»v.„,  ,tatp.    However,  ■•^  ^^ 


ha!i 
has 


kNO 


-  «»,ere  u T r "SoUve;?  I  lool^^^ 


,  _h.  ^ramlzMJon  ofP    A™«Hrsii   movement 

can  approve  of  «*e,„?i";"  i.inh.     The  ^^*^S\TL"L\nt   the 
«Ar4   itf  r 


feolingH 
action  m  the 


-» Ji- 


ll 

l!»i 
Col 


[to 


lr«' 


•■'""•"••  ■VTSe  orstatiixa"""  "L™'"i"wi^S.  movement 
c^napproveuf  fte-jr^'^  Wrth.  Th{«  Atd«[  5«»^?J.l,.g  the 
p,»ert  >'f  "}*  nrotwH  ourwlvM  by  tJ>/'J"»^1  (,c^  element  of 
pru!«se*  *"  P\»\?r»nd  destroying  ''J'VPfbUcTflairt,  and  to 
"•'"'"'\n«w.c'  heretofore  w  I«tf «» '"  ^Z^  'f  American.. 

ivoedora  ?    "--a"  ■","-____  of  freedom  to  a u- 

'•'^■^^  "l^ct'cd  M?  wn?oTto\he  i;«natc     Mr  *  .t^x^ 

!:;!:;\dfhcifontAsted  the  co«rB^;LH ^boUi  went  to 

fl^htforin"'  marched   «P,  '"^n  "Voverin^   the 

*''""'^.»  to  th^  l)omor'-atl.'  f and.datc  «^  \;"     ^inst 

■:     ■■....-...,  ofthts  city  next  week. 
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Twenty-Seventh  General  Assembly. 


3  »    I    ♦. 


1.  Introduced  by  Mr.  CALDWELL,  March  23. 

2.  Eeferred  to  Municipal  Aflfairs  without  reading,  March  23. 

3.  Reported  back  by  Committee,  and  ordered  to  a  first  reading,  April  4. 

4.  Read  first  time,   and  ordered   600  copies  printed,  April  10. 

5.  Read   second   time,  and  referred   to  Committee  of  the  Whole,   Nov.  17. 
6.*  Ordered   to  Committee  of  the  Whole,   discharged,  and  referred  to   Eiuca- 

tion,  Jan.  10. 
7.     Reported  back  with  amendments,  and  amendments  adopted,  Jan.  25. 
B.    Ordered  engrossed   for  a  third  reading,   and  500  copies  printed  as  amended, 
Jan.  25. 


A  BILL 


FOR  AN  ACT  TO   AUTHORIZE   CITIES,  INCORPORATED  TOWNS,  AND 
TOWNSHIPS  TO  ESTABLISH  AND  MAINTAIN   FREE  PUB-  *  ' 
Lie  LIBRARIES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 


m 


SscnoH  1.    Beit  enacUd  hy  the  People  qf  the  State  of  lUinois,  repreeented  in  ths 

%  General  Assembly,  The  city  conncil  of  each  incorporated  city  shall  have  power  to  ear 

8  tablish  and  mainUin  a  public  library  and  reading  room  for  the  nee  and  benefit  of  the 

4  inhabitants  of  such  city,  and  may  levy  a  tax  not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar  an- 

6  nually,  and  in  cities  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitonto  not  to  exceed  one-fifth 

6  of  one  mill  annually  on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  city,  sudi  tax  to  be  levied  and 

7  collected  in  like  manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  said  city,  and  to  be  known  as  th« 

8  »* Library  Fund." 

%  2.    When  any  city  council  shall  have  decided  to  establish  and  maintain  a  public 

9  library  and  reading-room,  under  this  act,  the  mayor  of  such  city  shall,  with  the  ap- 
t  proval  of  the  common  council,  proceed  to  appoint  a  board  of  nine  directors  for  the 
4    same,  chosen  from  the  citizens  at  large  with  reference  to  their  fitnesss  for  such  office ; 


y 
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5  and  not  more  than  one  member  of  the  citj  council  shall  be  at  any  one  time  a  member 

6  of  said  board. 

S  3.    Said  directors  ehall  hold  office  one-third  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years, 

2  and  one-third  for  three  jeare,  from  the  first  of  July  following  their  appointment,  and 

3  at  their  first  regular  meeting  shall  cast  lots  for  the  respective   terms;  and  annually 
i    thereafter  the  mayor  shall,  before  the  first  of  July  of  each  year,  appoint  as  before  three 

5  directors,   to  take  the  place  of  the  retiring   directors,  who  shall  hold  office  for  three 

6  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 

I  4.  Tacanoies  in  the  board  of  directors,  occasioned  by  removals,  resigimtion,  or 
2  otherwise,  shall  be  reported  to  the  city  council,  and  be  filled  in  like  manner  as  original 
8    appointments,  and  no  director  shall  receive  compensation  as  such. 

§  5.  Said  directors  shall,  immediately  after  appointment,  meet  and  organize  by  the 
2  election  of  one  of  their  number  president,  and  by  the  election  of  such  other  officers  as 
8  they  may  deem  necessary.  They  shall  make  and  adopt  such  by  laws,  rules  and  reg- 
4  ulations  for  their  own  guidance  and  for  the  government  of  the  library  and  reading- 
6    room  as  may  be  expedient,  not  inconsistent  with  this  act.    They  shall  have  the  exclu- 

6  sive   control  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the  library 

7  fund,  and  of  the  construction  of  any  library  building,  and  of  the  supervision,  careand  ■ 

8  custody  of  the  grounds,  rooms,  or  buildings  constructed,   leased,  or  set  apart  f.r  that 

9  purpose :  Provided,  that  all  moneys  received  for  such  library,  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
10  treasury  of  said  city  to  the  credit  of  the  library  fund,  and  shall  be  kept  separate  and 
n    apart  from  other  moneys  of  such  city,  and  drawn  upon  by  the  proper  officer,  of  said 

12  city,  upon  the  properly  authenticated  vouchers  of  the  library  board.     Said  board  shall 

13  have  power  to  purchase  or  lease  grounds,  to  occupy,  lease  or  erect  an  appropriate 

14  building  or  buildings  for  the  use  of  said  library,  not  expending  from  the  library  fund 

16  in   any  one  year.   In  building,   more  than  half  the  income  of  such  year ;  shall  have 
18  power  to  appoint  a  suitable  librarian  and   necessary  assistants,   and  shall  in  general 

17  carry  out  the  spirit  and  intent  of  this  act,  i„  establishing  and  maintaining  the  best  pub- 

18  lie  library  and  reading-room  with  the  means  at  their  disposal. 
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§  6.    Every  library  and  reading-room,    established  under  this  act,  shall  be  forever 
3    free  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  where  located,  always  subject  to  such 

3  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  as  the  library  board  may  find  necessary  to  adopt  and 

4  publish,  in  order  to  render  the  use  of  said  library  and  reading  room  of  the  greatest 
6  benefit  to  the  greatest  number ;  and  may  exclude  and  cut  off  from  the  use  of  said  li- 
6    brary  and  reading-room  any  and  all  persons  who  shall  willfully  violate  such  rules. 

§  7     The  said  board  of  directors  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  city  council, 

5  stating   the  condition  of  their  trust,  the  various  sums  of  money  received  from  the  U- 

3  brary  fund  and  from  other  sources,  and  how  much  moneys  have  been  expended ;  the 

4  number  of  books  and  periodicals  on  hand ;  the  number  added  by  purchase,  gift,  or 

5  otherwise,   during  the  year;  the  number  lost  or  missing;  the  number  of  visitors  at. 

6  tending ;  the  number  of  books  loaned  out,  and  the  general  character  and  kind  of  such 

7  books  ;  with  such  other  statistics,  information  and  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  of 

8  general  interest. 

§  8.  The  common  council  of  said  city  shall  have  power  to  pass  ordinances  irapos- 
2  ing  suitable  penalties  for  the  punishment  of  persons  committing  injury  upon  such  li- 
8    brary,  or  the  grounds  or  other  property  thereof. 

§  9.  Any  person  desiring  to  make  donations  of  money,  personal  property,  or  real 
2  estate  for  the  benetit  of  such  library,  shall  have  the  right  to  vest  the  title  to  the  money 
8  or  real  estate  so  donated  in  the  board  of  directors  created  under  this  act,  to  be  hold 
4  and  controlled  by  such  board,  when  accepted,  according  to  the  terras  of  the  deed  of 
6  gift,  devise  or  bequest  of  such  property  ;  and  as  to  such  property  the  said  board  shall 
6     be  held  and  considered  to  be  special  trustees. 

§  10.     When  fifty  hgal  voters  of  any  incorporated  town  or  organized  township  shall 

2  present  a  petition  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  or  township  askinglhat  a  tax  may  be  levied 

3  for  ti«e  establishmont  of  a  free   public   library   in   such  tuwn   or   township,   and 

4  shall  specify,  in  their  petition,  a  rate  of  taxation  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar, 
6  such  clerk  shall,  in  the  next  legal  notice  of  the  regular  annual  election  in  such  town 
6     or  town^hip,  give  notice  tluit  at  such  election  every  elector  may  vote,  "For  a mill 


7  tax  for  a  free  public  library,"  or  "Against  a  . . . .  mill  tax  for  a  free  public  library,"  spe- 

8  cifjing  in  such  notice  the  rate  of  taxation  mentioned  in  said  petition  ;  and  if  the  ma- 
0  jority  of  all   the  votes  cast  in  such  town  or  township,  shall  be  "For  the  tax  for  a  free 

10  public  library,"  the  tax  specified  in  such  notice  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  like 

n  manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  said   town  or  township,  and  shall  be  know  as  the 

12  "Library  Fund." 

§  11.    At  the  next  regular  election  after  any  town  or  township  shall  hare  voted  to 

2  establish  a  free  pnblic  library,  there  ehall  be  elected  a  library  board  of  eix  director,, 

»  one-third  for  one  year,   one-third  for  two  years,  and  one-third  for  three  years,  and  an- 

«  nnally  thereafter  there  shall   be  elected  two  directors,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for 

6  three  year,  and  until  their  successor,  are  elected  and  qualified ;  which  board  .hall 

«  have  the  «n>e  powers  a.  are  by  thi.  «>t  conferred  upon  the  board  of  director,  of  free 

I  7  public  libraries  in  cities. 

S  12.    mereas,  all  the  librarie.  of  Chicago  were  destroyed  by  the  recent  fire  in 

5  that  city,  «,d  large  donations  of  book,  have  been  made  to  found  a  free  library,  and 
8  whereas  no  suitable  building  or  organization  exist,  to  receive  or  preserve  the™,  there- 
4    fore  an  emergency  e.i.U  that  thi.  law  shall  Uke  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 

6  its  passage. 
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>ublic  I^ibrary,  ol^^WM 
,le  are  so  proud.    l »«  "JH 


public  Library,  ui^Pwij^^ 

going  ''«'^« '■«.?"  JrSlwEi'r^s  cir- 

oumstances.  /?'^f\'',!^„  ,  hTi-uv  or  Cin- 
laurelH  respecW  S^^'oSoV'  oV  i>o..e.^r 
cinnati  will  <'»»"/,. \"f,  i  jbrarv  in  AmerU 

finnly  of  t)?^.  "l'/^,"'  ^ Sicd  the\uilding 
^^IffaiWaJs  ffi  Boston  Library  in  beauty 
of  «rcbitectural  design^  ^^^^^^  ^.^_ 

Libraries  govvslowiv^   u^^^^  .^  ^j^^ 

cinnati  wiU  ^^^^Hi^^Sure  and  art  that 
rich  poseesHion  oi  literature  wuw 

he  Houston  Libracy  P^«^^^«fj?i„.  eharle« 

tho  five  in»Peft<il»e^,"^f;S    Denzil   Uollia, 
a^i^'^nd^SerallK  great  at. 

lent  P«'^tr.*J»"Singui8hed  for  their 

ions  V*'"^*aFw.'t ions  in  the  bitter  con- 
abiliti(iP  ot'e^rtions  in  ivieuds 

test  th»t.8w^ed  betwee*    ^^^^^^^^  j^ 

and  (irteiiwes  «r  iP.^,*^!. tired  the  house, 
formB  uy  that  "\^:^"¥rinJe  Rupert,  and 
accompawedonlyb>i^^   ^^^   Speaker's] 
proct«du)g    direct^    t  ^^^^   g^. 

cWir  he  as*'®";;^-  told  them  that  he 
dressing  the  ^««»^?^X„  which  brought 
■ifin^  sorry  tor  the  occasi  ^mence  he 

him  there;  that  i^.«tea^  a  message;  that 
had  received  from  them  attentive  to  I 

n6  King  should      |/"j^in,gelt,  but  that 

their  P»i^»?pf^S  extend  to  treason; 
privileges  d»d   not   exten  .^  ^^^^^^ 

that  he  therefore  came  I  King  thenf 

of  the  accused  persona.         ^g^^nded  i  ' 
r^^'of  We' meS'r  iS"uuestlon  were 
^Thltrtist  has  chosen  this  point  of^draJ 

,„atic  interest  ar^ou"\.^^^*;,e  caS   look 
all  these  von'^^^^.^^l^t  feeling  deeply  ! 
upon  th{V''«t«[j57^*;S  Lh^  BPlrit  of 

'."^jlrtsSn  tlafth*    artist  has  fastened 

upon  the  '•'^»r,»f  •    „^    vppleton,  of  Bos-f| 
The   Uon.   i'\«'",*':^tV.P  library  one  o 

ton,  has  i'V^Sectlon^of  engnlvings  now 
Uie  rarest  collections  oi^^        numbers 

in    America.      1"':   uiiv^r^nt  enirravinKS., 
about  ten  tb^Bf"^^^  "^^Jty  of 'C'ardinal 

^\n  course  ofprei-ration      ^^       ,,^^ 

The  prof «««  "f  J'from  the  Ijme  oi  its 

can  here  >i^  «Vu.  ^^,?ese;"  time.    No  one 

discovery,  to  t   e   I   f  ^„"{^i,,rary  should  1 

who    visits    the    *^osion  i^        ^  ^^^ 

f,H  to  e>^^^V","of'a'?rom"^Pr^'-^'"^"^«i 
BoHton. 


of  the    ««'K«^'"-«^""*^"    n":^    which  numbers 

„„de.  th«  Charge  of  Dr. ,«'"'°«;- J^^^^  third  aro 

al>out  18,000  volumes,     xhc  seioua 

.-     ^ft**he  College  of  Ehy.ici.m..  V,^  volumes, 

,„  .1  of  the  l>eii«6^v»nj«  i.  ":!^e^l  del 

,,:alvucut  Of  th.  U...ton  P"V>'lC   ">.^ry   «^J' '^^ 
volWlM.    The  ttfth  IS  that  of  the  Ne«  York  hospi 

L.'So  volutaes.  There  «'«  "« '"«;^;'=^,r  U  ■ 
.f  any  extent  either  at  the  South  or  Wert,  uis 
'Lr^t^jThat  a  completely  eauip,>eamed.a^o  - 
1.  t  ..,  Pmbracin«  jnunials  and  all  past  meaicai 
merat^ewou^  consist  of  al.ut  lO^).^^^:^ 
Ti,P  Roval  GollcKe  of  surgeons   m   ISJBWn   ha- 

s  ^oj^:;;;^!  »na .  thought »« ^  ;-^-^ ;; 

the  world.fThe,  e  bare  been  f ««»  fJ^Met 
different  medical  peri..dica  s  o  =»"  ''^"•^MV 
in  the  United  SUte8,  and  about  flfl.   a^«o^ 

isting. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING.  AUGUST  2a 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

It  has  sometimes  apiK^aml  to  lotelUg^nt  friends  of 
„ub,ic  libra.  ie«  that  more  e«^rt  should  be  ma.  o  by 
,helr  conductors  to  supply  not  ^"'yj'^^**  J^'.S 
Unowlcslgeof  books,  so  "-f,;^*;i:;'^;^;r;eLlTor 
h.  educated  at  the  f^^^'l^.^^^^^/^fs^I^rin^^^^ 

r?^r^i::s^^ub^"^ -" --- -" 

TS;^i;r^;:i^ir?^ral  puV^c  Hbrary  in  tje 
world  is  Ibe  Boston  Public  Ubrax^^  It  Invl^^ 
every  c.ti.cn,  f  «^';-.^;:,  ^^t  Ly" t'"th:  il'Tuc'S 
10  Its  ample  ff^.'^'l^/^^^^n  supply  whatever 
and  »''"f  r¥,'e    ';Uec.s\^ake  no  ^fre'tcnslons  to 

I  ♦I'.v  likewise  early  adopted  the  system  of  InvU- 
^:in  ;;hTani  hyoarrlLa«ke  to  state  tholr  re- 
sitttiYe  ^v?nts,  promising  f,  imj^-t  all  r«^a«  "»aWe  de 
si€<.u>«  >v^^      ',\ajia„  gdiolar  beard  of  a  new  edition 

oral  »^"""*  ^     ,  j^  ^i,i<.i,  can  compare  with  tlie 

America  North  ;;J«"^»''^^t,,i,hed  only  In  iM'i,  Ms 
Huston  Public  Library^  ^fTbeen  alnjut  Un  thousand 
average  ra.e  of  Increase  ^  ^^  ^  ,„  »»,rary  In 
volumes  a  year.  It  Is  tne  m^  ,.  has  suocoede.1,  In 
,he  country ;  but,  strange  ^  "^y; '\^^  ";^dedre 
„,ite«f  It.  rea-llness    «  f-^'*^„^  ^^^^  ^ud 

i-K^at  rrr 'So^-r  -  -t  ^ 

X  rX"ai:Tt\e"SlpaTre7^^^^^^^ 
paid  In   dispraise oi  .,,,,^\u-rfA  In  sapportof 

niurofdtesent.  K^^^y™^  j^  y^  callcl  upm  to 
charHCter  I.  ^""'^7'*?  '  ^Sefthe  n^eMi>not  the 
v.,telna  matter  which  »"^f'«^;;^  ,^  j^ere  1>  no 

Sr?uurc  Krary  bas  l^n  -.--ly  P^^ 
^oiKxlybas  --;« -yj-ire  lie  an/ money 
„«t  -^^ -^';j^,Vit  X'«l  officers,  male  and 
cut  of  It.  '^'^""'"■y  ... ,,  .lallv  waues.  If  Intel- 
female,  more  tl^nc^ni^^^^^^^^^^  „^^  ^^ 

lect,  ermlltion  and  "^""'^''y  ,,.  „  ^^  .,,,,u,.i  ba  sur- 
bchadso  cheap  In  «»%^"^,"' ?' ^Je''  ^  em- 
prii«d  at  the  absence  of  any    strike     m 

Err  rr:::^  -£ --r ':^  C--:"" 

f  Interesting  bl.«r»phl«.,  histories  and  ^aoju  of 
:LS  to  ^  work  «f  'nforming  roa-len,  as  t«  O* 
n?oIt  valuable  and  attractive  b<.,k.  In  e*.h  of  ^ 
S^ments.  Tbroughoat  he  >»  "f;'!*;  J^^***' 
buVTn  a-lvlscr  who  understamls  thdr  ^'  "^.^■^„. 
Mr.  \Vinm.r  will  luive.  In  *  week  or  V'*-  »    "*^ 

It  I.  original  In  this  ^esp^c^  that  it  Jt«. 

Wograpbie.U.ak^b,m.  wU^^^^    Under   the   h«^   of 

Tnl^an  ^volX.  ..me  thirty  Uth«  of  ^.  ^ 
ivfn     By  this  method  the  atU-ntlon  of  i^ople  U  dl- 

,„Ji„iuo»  »« •»«  !»"  ter,  ,r~l. 


THE  GHETHAM  LIBRARY 

"Bibliogrephert  M.I1U.I » ti...T^ ""«»»"  Homo,  m  hu 
the  ..«r  mi ,  ''"'""•  "»« the  number  of  toIuidm  in 
uiejaariail  was  about  lutinn     it  k-  —toiu 

beenaddfirt    Tho./    "'T'^^'^^  <>' ^,000  vol  umea  having 

Mr.  JooM  has  just  received  from  Bojtor,  MMM<!hu«,f. 
«iy,  puDiished  last  montfa    whiVh  .-a   „. .-» 
^a^ual  r.  t.e  uaslstance' of  TtudtntT  a^ iLr^o 

It  iTin  IflT  '°"  K°  '^'  "''*^  "-^  «-  anrua  "find 
Th«         ,7'  °"'"*^'''  ^*  P*^«"'  »«d  its  contents  are 
Ihe  regulationa  of  the  library;  a  list  and  exStfon  o~ 
the  aeveral  cataloRuea,  both  of  reference  and  for  aVe' 

the  library  may  be  bought  at  pricea  ranging  from  Id  to 
8e.;  an  explanation  of  the  principle  on  wWch  the  catl 
loguea  are  made,  and  inatruct.ona  how  to  use  the!  aole 
admirable  hmta  "  how  to  chooae  books;"  a  list  of  ;arTu^; 
m  booka  and  worka  of  art  poasesaed  by  the  librar^^he 
chronology  of  the  library;  aomecauUoi;  and  anTnde/ 
Such  a  handbook  to  the  Chatham  Libriy  and  ttL 
Free  Library,  Campfield,  would  be  verTv^^W  an' 


(fiVEMNG  TRANSCRIPT. 
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eternit  Army  0«lcer. 

,iier-fJeneri»l.  Sylvanus  Thayer,  ot 
Aea  Engiiieer  Corps,  died  at  his 
lOUth  Braintree  at  twenty-five  uiin- 

„.,„  ^„., ?clockthi3  inoining,  at  the  age  of 

eighty-seven  years,  and  hi^  demise  Is  worthy  of 
iiioic  than  a  passing  notice.  Forty-five  years  of 
active  militarj-  service  is  placed  to  his  credit  In 
the  annals  of  the  graduates  of  the  United  States 
Mihtary  Academy,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  competent  superinteudents  and 
instuictors.  -^ 

Born  in  Braintree  in  humble  circumstances,  on 
the    !9th    of  JuiifiJyJgjiS,    he    entered    Dartmouth 
College.and  gra^P^p^n  the  class  of  1807  with  higlk 
honors,  the  companion  and  classmate  of  George 
Ticknor  and  the  late,  I>r,  Shattuck.    His  tenden- 
cies being   to   aAillitaVy   life,   he  entered   West 
Point,  March  20,i807,  and  on  the  23d  of   February, 
1808,  he  graduated,  and  was  i)romotPd  In  the  army 
to  a  second-lientenancy  in  the  corps  of  engineers. 
After  leaving  West^Point,  he  reconnoitred  the 
countrv  lying   about   Lake   Champlaln  and  Lake 
George,  gaining  information  that  proved  of  the 
utmost  value  during  the  war  of  181'-'.    On  this  ex- 
pedition he  said  that  his  means  were  reduced  to 
so  low  a  point  that  he  sold  from  time  tu  time  his 
honoiaiy  ine(fals ,to  obtain  food  and  lodging,  re- 
dc(  ming  tlif^'yCars  afterwards. 

His  second  niilitary  employment  was  in  "urveying 
sites  and  projecting  plans  for  batteries  at  New 
Haven  and  .Stonington  harbors,  and  in  inspectln- 
Fort  Trumbull,  Connecticut.  He  subsequently 
served  as  assistant-engineer  in  constructhig  thi- 
defences  of  the  Massachusetts  coant ;  in  tho.  same 
capacity  at  the  Military  Academy ;  and  aNo  at  tho 
fortifications  in  New  York  Harbor,  where  be  after- 
ward served  as  assistant  ordnance  officer. 

He  was  i>romote<l  to  a  flrst-lieutenancv  in  the 
cwpsJuly  1,1812,  and  during  the  war  with  great 
Britain  Fcrved  as  chief-engineer  of  the  Northern 
aimy  under  oonimand  of  Major-Ge«ieral  Dearborn, 
ot  the  right  division  ot  the  same  army,  imder  com- 
mand of  Major-General  Hampton,  to  whom  he 
was  also  aide-de-camp  engaging  in  the  combat  of 
Chateaugay  River.  Octol>cr  26, 1813,  just  previous 
to  which  he  had  been  promoted  to  a  captaincy. 

Captain  Tbaver  was  cMef-englneer  of  the  de- 
fences of  Norfolk,  Va..  in  1S14,  under  the  command 
of  General  Porter,  and  received  the  brevet  of 
major  in  February,  1815,  for  distinguished  and 
meritorious  services.  In  company  with  Colonel 
McBae,  he  in  the  same  year  visited  Enroi>c  on  pio- 
fesHlonal  dutv,  examining  fovtlttcations,  military 
schools,  and  "the  operations  of  the  allied  armies 
o«-eupying  France  on  the  fall  of  Napoleon  L  He 
rode  into  Pail«  with  the  staff  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
Hngton.  and  made  the  lasting  acquaintance  of 
many  distinguished  personages  during  his  stay. 

Keturning  to  the  I'nlted  States  in  1817  bis  ex- 
traordinary acquirements  secured  for  him  the  su- 
perintendencv  of  the  Military  Academy  at  Wes- 
I'oint  cm  Julv  23.  a  position  which  be  held  until 
July  l.l(»3.'i.  His  administration  in  this  capacity 
wasmarkcHlbv  great  energy  and  excellent  judg- 
ment, and  hiscoui-se  has  been  charaetcrl7.ed  by  his 
a<"*ociates  in  the  armv  as  the  making  of  this  great 
national  militarv  institution.  He  was  thrice  pro 
moted  during  this  service,  and  retired  with  the  re 
sped  of  those  with  whom  be  was  Immediately  con- 
nected In  the  departments  of  instruction,  and  with 
a  reputation  as  a  disciplinarian  uuenualled  by  any 
of  his  predecessors. 

After   leaving  West   Point  he  was  engajtert  in 
superintending  the  construction  of  Forti«  Warren 
and    Independence,    in    Boston    Harbor— a   work 
which  be  attended  to  in  person  for  ten  years,  In 
connection  with  the  other  duties  assigned  him  in 
that  period,  namely,  the  general  suiwrvlslon  of 
harbor  improvements  and  coast  defences  in  Maine 
ami  Massachusetts,  and  continued  oversight  of  the 
work  during   a   subsequent    professional  vlsU   to 
Europe.    Thes^e    f<utlflcatlons.  which    were    coro- 
plete<l  under  his  supervision,  were  among  the  best 
of  their  dav,  and  were  constructed  at   a  les>  pro- 
portionate" expense  to  the  «i<.vernnient  than  any 
that  bad  preceded  them. 

Fort  Wlnthrop,  now  far  advanced  toward  com- 
pletion, was  begun  under  his  direction,  as  were 
also  the  harlwr  improvements,  now  in  progress 
under  the  supeivision  of  his  al)le  successor,  Gen- 
eral Henham.  The  interval  between  IHoS  and  186.1 
was  pasFCd*on  sick  leave  of  absence.  lj>ou  his 
lesuinp'tion'of  dtity.  he  received  the  full  rank  oi 
colonel  ot  enjjineers.  and  a  month  later  was  bre- 
vefted  brigutlier-genenil  for  long  and  faithful  ser 
vice. 


General  Thayer  was  for  twenty-five  years  ot  Iii 
active  service  a  member  of  the  Board  of  ICngineers 
for  Coast  Defences,  and  nineteen  years  its  presi- 
dent; in  command  of  the  Corps  of  Engin- 
eers in  1858,  and  a  meiul)4r  of  various  special 
engineer,  ordna'.icc  and  artillery  Iwarils  from  lsj;i 
to  1808.  He  retired  from  active  service  June  I, 
18G3,  having  been  b<»rne  on  the  army  register  more 
than  forty-five  years." 

His  patriotism  was  of  the  purest  type.  All  busi- 
ness intmste<l  to  him  by  (iovernmeiit  was  con- 
ducted with  the  most  rigid  economy.  Duiiiigthe 
latter  i>art  of  Buchanan's  term  of  office  (Jeiieral 
Thayer  was  apiMiintetl  by  Secretary  Floyd  to  ne- 
gotiate tlui^rchase  of  a  site  for  a  post  at  New 
lU'dford.  Tie  reported  that  it  could  be  Iraught  lor 
.«4o,000.  Floyd  then  ordere«l  him  to  Washington, 
i-;iying  that  he  would  take  the  matter  into  his  own 
hands,  which  he  did,  paying  a  very  much  larger 
price,  to  whose  benefit  it  need  not  be  told.  General 
Thajer's  diBg««t  at  Floyil's  conduct  caused  him 
then  for  the  first  tim»  to  ask  to  be  placed  on  the 
retired  list. 

But  <i«neral  Thayer's  accomplishments  were  not 
ooufine<l  to  his  miilUiy  career.  He  received  the 
degieeof  A.  M.  from  Dartmouth  College  In  1810, 
and  from  Haivard  I'niverslty  In  1825;  LL.  D.  from 
St.  John's  College,  .Maryland,  in  1830;  from  Ken- 
yon  College,  O.,  and  Dartmouth  College,  in  1840; 
and  from  Harvard  in  io57.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  .'Sciences  since 
1834;  of  the  American  Philosophical  .Society  of 
Phlladeliihia  since  1838,  and  of  various  other  scl- 
entlflt!  assoelalions. 

During  his  whole  successful  career  he  never  lost 
sight  of  his  native  town,  his  nliHd  m>»t<i-,  or  the 
city  that  owes  so  much  to  his  genius  ami  imlustry 
as  an  engineer.  Braintree  has  received  thirty 
thousand  dollars  from  his  bounty  for  the  founding 
of  a  public  libriMy;  Dartmouth  College,  sixty  thoii- 
-and  dollars  as  the  endowment  of  a  school  ot  ar- 
chitecture and  civil  engineering,  together  with  a 
large  portion  of  the  general's  private  library,  said 
to  be  among  the  best  In  the  country  on  the  siib- 
jects  to  which  he  devoted  his  life. 

'Ihe  Boston  Public  Library  contains  about  two 
bundled  volumes,  together  with  many  valuable 
European  manuscripts  on  scientific  matters,  that 
have  been  received  from  hlin  at  various  times. 
One  donation  particularly,  made  previous  to  the 
war  of  the  rebellion,  is  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance, as  it  placed  the  Boston  Library  far  ahead 
of  any  on  the  continent  in  the  line  of  military 
works  at  a  time  when  the  knowledge  contained  in 
them  was  eagerly  sought  by  the  young  men  most 
anxious  to  seive  their  country  with  distinction. 

(JeneralTbayer  lived  and  died  a  bachelor,  pass- 
ing the  last  ten  years  of  his  useful  life  in  compara- 
tive retliement;  and  though  an  invalid,  taking  a 
deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  times  and  in 
scientific  research,  evincing  the  same  desire  lor 
the  acquirement  of  knowledge  that  signalized  his 
carlv  career.  He  was  fond  of  the  society  of  liter- 
>  men,  and  the  evening  of  his  days  was  paswd 
nid  the  scenes  ot  his  youth. 


'      Boston,  October  10,  1872. 

The  Public  Library  is   admirably  man- 
aged for  tlie  most  part,  and  ire   are   by  nol 
means  disposed  to  find  fault,  but  we  must  say.f 
that  the  young  ladies  in  tho  Lower  hall  are] 
not  always  as  prompt  as  they  should  he  in  I 
answering  the  call  for  books.     W«  have  had| 
to  wait  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  for  a  book, 
when    a  quarter  of  the  ti,ne  ought  to  have 
brought  it.     In  case  the  volume  6r8t  desired  I 
is  not  in,  the  time  consumed   in  waiting  the 
return  to  a  second  application  becomes  posi- 
tively unbearable,  except  to  persons  whose 
time  is  of  no  value. 

In  the  reading  room  there  is  often  consid- 
erable annoyance  from  boys  drumming  upon 
the  table  or  floor  with  their  fingers  or  feet. 
A  gentleman  sitting  near  us,  one  day,  after 

enduring  this  sort  of  nuisance  for  some  time, 
at  length  gave  a  hint  to  the  young  offender, 
which  fortunately  brought  him  to  silence, 
greatly  to^he  comfort  of  more  thsn  one  well- 
mannered^Tea(Jer.  We  would  suggest  that 
the  attention  of  the  boy-habituees  of  the 
Reading  Uoom  be  called  to  the  above  diaa>J 
greeable  habit. 
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Has  the  Ubrary  a  numuscript  (say  card)  catalogue  ? 
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(  On  the  collection  of  libraries. 
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BOSTON  DAILY  AUVERTISKR. 

_ ^•*- 

FRIDAY    MORNING,   OCT.  IB,   1872. 


■       TmOSEMBSTS  this  DAT  3kND  grgNI//9. 
Host.,N  TBKATiiK.-Bntaeemtnt  •(  Mr.  Letter  WaUack. 

••H.mwialc."    Af!«.  ,. 

Bo*.ToK    MtsEt:M.-"TheIncontU..l,Oi-    rt  ins  Work* 

AVoi.diiN"  and  "Uetsey  Baker."    At  Vi. 

THE  GLOBE.-Engai:e.ncntoftt»e  LydU  lUompson  Bur- 
lesque Troui.e.-"lilue  Beard."    At  8. 

HowAitD   ATUKX.V.L-M.- Variety    pertomiancc.     At!.. 

Music  Ui.LL.-Kulilmlcin  Concert.    At  8. 

m  Washington  siRBEX.-Dr.  Jourdaia  s  Gallery  •. 
Aauioiuy  and  Mertlcal  Science.    Dair^ndcvemng^   

ff^^'wTdo'noT  read  i^o7>^^iJi»  letters  and  co.niuuni- 
raions.  The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  are  .u  all 
cases^  Indispensable,  as  a  guaranty  ol  «ood  faith. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  return  or  preserve  communica- 
tions that  aie  not  used. 

THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  twentietb  report  of   the  Boston  public 
library,  dated  last  June,  is   a  condensed  and 
brief  statement,  full  of  evidence  oi    strong, 
healthy  and  growing  vitality  in  this  great  col- 
lection.   Its  whole  number  of  volumes  at  the 
date  of  the  report  was  194,000-at  this  pres 
ent  writing  increased  to  about  197,.500-main- 
taining  for  it  the  second  place  for  size  among 
the  libraries  of  the  country.    The  increase  for 
the  year  (ending  last  June)  was  nearly  14,000 
volumes,  besides  nearly  11,000  pamphlets.   Of 
these  added  books  only  5744  were  newly  pub- 
lished, and  of  this  number  (repruits  included) 
;)t542  were  American  publications.    Thus  the 
whole  increase,  including  new  books  and  old, 
of  this  great  and  (for  a  public  library)  power- 
ful and  energetic   institution,  although  con- 
stituting a  whole  library  in  itself,  was  not 
more  than  about  half  the  actual  whole  num- 
ber of   new    publications    in    Christendom. 
There  have  been  610  known   donors  during 
the  year,  who  gave  4:549  volumes  and  5S;U 
pami.hlets.    The  Mattapan  Literary  Associa- 
tion gave  the  largest  numbei ;  General  Thayer 
gave  a  valuable  collection  on  military  science. 
Among  the  year's  gifts  is  prominent  that  ot 
(Jreuzo'sfine  portrait  of  Franklin,  from  Mr. 
Gardner  Brewer,  quadruply  valuable  as  a  fine 
painting,   an    unusually    good    specimen   of 
(Ireuze's  work,  a  picture  of  the  most  famous 
native  of  Boston,  and  a  testimonial   of  kind 
and  liberal  regard  from  a  respected   tiie.ul. 
Another  handsome  donation   was  the   late 
l>iofes.:)r     Tread  well's    bequest     of    about 
*12,000,  to   accrue    under  his   will   dated   m 
'l8<;3,  but    which    was    only   recently   mad.- 

known. 

The   hbiary  was  kept  open  for  30»  uays, 
being  one   day  more   than   in  any  previous 
vcar,  and  the   average  daily  circulation  wiis 
i->;}4  volumes,  being  nearly  a  third  more  than 
for  last  year.    No  change  of  importance  has 
been  lecorded  in  the  nature  of  the  demamls 
of  readers  nor  in   their  business  and  ethical 
relations  with  the  libiary.    Steady  and  vigor- 
ous eftorts,  by  hunting  the  borrowers  sharply, 
have  succeeded  pretty  well  in  rescuing  them 
from  temptation.    This  year, one  borrower  in 
fifteen  had  to  be  notified  to  return  his  book, 
being  the  same  proportion  as  last  year;  and, 
what  is  much  more  curious,  in  both  years  it 
was  just  one  in  348  who  had  to  be  lookeil  up 
by  messenger  before  returning  his  book.  The 
final   loss,   however,  diminishes;  being  <mly 
one  volume  in   every  9:W1,  while  last  year  it 
Avas  one  in  every  7.>31. 

The  principal  occurrences  of  the  year  in  the 
internal  history  of  the  library  are,  the  enlarge- 
Tuents  antl    improvements  still   in   progress, 
Avhich  will  afford  room  for  about  12r),(X)0  ad- 
ditional volumes,  and  the  definite  abandon- 
ment of  the  general  printod-book  catalogue 
system.     The  labor,   exi>ense  and  imperfec- 
tion of  this  system  were  found   too  great  for 
practical  usefulness,  and  it  has  been  replaced 
by  card  catalogues,  together  with  a  system  of 
occasional  separate  printed   catalogues  of  one 
or  another  department  of  literature.    There 
can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one  prac- 
ticallv    familiar    with    library  work,  of  the 
necessity  of   this  measure  in   all  large  and 
growing  libraries,  although  no  scholar  can  1>e 
expected  to  be  pleased  at  having  to  live  with- 
onta  practicairv   complete   catalogue   on  his 
own  shelves  of  this  splendid  working  collec- 
tion of  books 


Jtc  reading  a„a  study  and  W.d.vecttlu-m 
1„  has  been  vigorously  J»(Wed.  T  = 
SoUes  are  Increasing  '"  -■;;,^,;;;  j  ,  ^ 

r,d,;T;;x\err=iJon 
rifnrti-'r-s;-^;;:;^:^:' 

ilnatbs  of  good  learning,  as  ami»sionaiy. 
;^;r:;:no^otherhasundertake^^^^^^ 

.o  distinctly,  and  at   the  «'^;"r^^"f^^^^^^/;,iy. 
tiously,  so  judiciously  and  ^  J  [^^^^^^^^^^ 
The  "Handbook  for  Readers,  ^^'^^'."''^^^ 
nions,"  of  last-August,  is  a  specimen  o  tth, 
aepar  ment  of  work.    V'e  have  exa-nied  a 
ew  sheets  of  another  not  ye   ready, -a  se 
ond  edition  of  th«  catalogue  oi  ^^^^ 
lower  hall  in  the  departments  "«  "f  [^^^^^ 
ranhv  and  travels.    When  complete,  this  wm 
^St^ile  a  useful  ^nlargc^meiit  of  i>art  of^^ie 
very  condensed  outline  directory  for  reaxl^r 
,X  "Handbook,"  and  will  be  a  ^-^^^^^^^^^^^ 
vance  beyond  anything  we  know  f  ^J;^^ 
lean  library  bibliography,  in  pomt  of  popular 
Sructiv^iess  and  practical  use^dn^^^^ 
simply   a  catalogue,  on  the    usual  ^''ceiicnt 
Td  1  of  the  library,  but  with  the  addition  a 
;"oper  entries  of  brief  critical  and  siigg  st.e 
notes  for  the  guidance  of  readers     These  are 
made    as    condensed   as    possible,    and    are 
sen  Lrand  strictly  confined  to  the  purpo  e 
rM^ing  students,  wUhout  any^attem,.^^ 
.lisnlav  learning  or  to  "make  talk.       l  ne  tasK 
of  s  ipp  ying  such  notes  is  a  diflicult  one,  but 
1     iuLte  knowledge,  iudgment  and  sif^ 

control   have   been  us«d  in  this  case.    The 
Appendixes  to  the  report  contain  the   proi>er 
Tti  t  cs  and  documents,  carefully  compiled. 
^Wi«rerhaps,  after  all,  the  mo^^^ 
inc  nractical  question  raised  m  the  T  wentiein 
Koporr  s  that  of  the  library  building,  which 
as  t  stands  a.  present,  will  not  very  much  long- 
er acc^mn^odlte  the  uooks,  work-rooms  an. 
readei^  of  the  iu=titution,  and  which  will  b.- 
leaders  oi  ...rticular    before   long   by 

ncommoded    m   parutmai      ,  -    , 

Laving  its  daylight  a  ^ood  deal  shut  off    in 
coti sequence  of  the  almost  certain^erect.on  o 
o"y  business  edifices  on  -ther  sid(j  o    Uc 
Ubi'rylot.    The  alteiations  ;«  P;«er|«s  -  ' 
l.owever  provide  for  accessions    or  a  trn^ , 
and  the  recommended  purchase  by  the  ei  y 
of  the  two  estates  next  to  the  library  w.)u  d 
^limanrt^  ensure  the  contra 
lie  of  the  necessary  daylight. 


The  Bostos  ruBLif  Libbakv.  The  N'v-w  Y  .rk 
Fvening  I'oM,  commenting  on  the  rci>ort  of  the 
mmagersof  tlio  ltu>ton  I'ublic  I.tbrary.  and  the 
,  aretul  adminlMratiun  .howii  '.y  the  Hmires  tbenni. 
thvcn,  speaks  as  follows  of  the  Boston   m.-th-ni  ui 

(onduetini?  siuh  matters.: 

•  •'  I'Don  two  point*  our  Bot^ton  frii-nd^  an-  wi  <'r  ta«r 
wo,a,dhaT.?t?:?•adv,nt.g..oru^.    They    'fV-   -;;«-"; 
Mic  po^^rgp  of  an  act  of  U-Ri-ia'arel  l>v   whk-  i  »v  lo-    r 
wirully  an.l  nialicioiiHl)  or  wantonly  and  without . .  ■ 
mutllBiP!'  a  book  lielonalnK  to  a  public   Utirary  ^^  1  -i'  ■' 
U,a<flnVo?from  Hye  to  tifty  dollar,  and   to  JrapH^on- 
m.nt  not  .-xc^ding  »ix  months.     A.Mmllur  law  hI.ou  d 
ZT^i^^A  immediately  upon  thea^-emtjl.ng  of oiir !-;«  j- 
latin-      But  w  liar  that   there  would   be    no4  a   ittli; 
dit^.nlty  in  pn>c,irin,r  \U  piwMgp;   forno  ^^^^f 
w<.ild  plpa«^  111"    con«titu.>iitii  by  ttitrodiic  ng  .uoh  a 
t^i  1   anJ^nu  U.bb>m.n  would  «aln  any tljlna  by    t.j^> 
.aK^     The  othf-r  indication  <jf  iriHdoBi  t«  Uip  tntroduc^ 
tfontof  a  larjM-  proportion    of   lltt-rary  men  Into  the 
manajU-nt  S^tfie  ifcrary     Th.  re^u^t*  of  th.  in..na?.w 
men' Tlndlcafr  the  dl^ort-tion  of  the  ohoio*     But   n  .  ir 
rubtioHbrari^we  look  In  fain  lor-ren  tl.Hr«m>«M..,.,« 
*^t  llV°rttlre  .D  the  per^an.  of  iu  prof.;«.ofs.  Uj 
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.HE  Si^B^^  °^   ^^^^^  ,{  the  Boslou 
_      The  report  of  » ^  j"  .    ^    cxcelleut    and 
Publi.    L-^^-7^f ;";«  h    the  fuU  t.de  of 
[l  uinque  «»«t^*"^'^^ ,  .*^„^     It  now  has  upon 
p.o«penty  --^-^;f^Zn..,  of  which  U.OOO 
Its  shelves  19o,00»)    i.,^;,,^  the  past  year,  and 
„,.  additions  made  '■^"""f '^^^i.^Jy  a  very 
of  these  4,400  ^^'^^^  f^^^"* ,  \^^  ^^,  number 
,on8iderablc  P'-«P'*;'l"^"J Value  and  interest. 
,,e  of  the  most  <^I>^-^^"^;^^^^;raHSumcd  to  be 
,„d  indeed  thvs  ^^^^f^^:^^  ,^^,.  which 
true  of  a  large  numbei  o^he         .^^^     ^^.^ 

.uake  up  the  ^"Ik  ^f  \h«     ^^^  -,,  not  to  be 
Uowever.istobeexpectedj^^^^    .^  ^^^^^^^^. 

deplored,   m  a  »»^;*'^         ^^  ^  whole  com 

adapted  to  ^^^  ^^'^f^  f fbJy  «  «"^  ■'"^^"^^• 
nmnity.     The  Boston  -^^^'\^^  ,^,  u^.tori 

ed,  like  our  ''^«^<'^  ^^'*'"' J' t^^  yet  inchoate 

lA  Boci.ty-s  <^oi^^^  ^:J  ,,r  the  stu^ 

Lenox  Libra^^  ^^*  ,^,„  for  reference  and 

dioUB.and  as  »  f ^"''^'' uelp  to  furnish  the 
consultation,  bvi    as  a        i  ^^^^^  ^^^,y. 

.hole  people  ^>/  ^^^^J^^^ey  in  that  respect 
day  reading.     Of  its  emc        y  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

..e  n-y  ^^^^^.  :rh  'vlucl  contains  6,767 
EuHl  »i<^^^^'"^;'^"r^es  were  taken  dunng 
volumes,  'f-''^^  J^  'I'posing  that  all  the 
tue  past  year,  winch  «upPO«^  g^^^  ^.^^^^  ,,,. 

b(»oks  were  called  ^o"^'  ^^.es.     But  as 

uuae  was  issued  7^';^^*^,^,"^^^^^^     quae  surely 

net  called  for  at  au,  (.ifculation. 

,  subjected  to  a  n^uch  1^^^^^^^^^    ^teresting  to  the 
'     These  ^-<^':^l^':^J^  reveals  an  intelli- 

Bostonians;  bu  ^J^«;^^     ^^^  thoroughness  m 
,ent  system  and  an  execut  ^^^ 

us  "»""*g«^^'°\,'!  to  all  managers  of  publu- 
one  of  g'^^^'^^^'Tp  commend  it  for  care - 
Ubraries,  to  -^\«"^J^^,X  wMch  we  cannot 
'  ful  study  of  "^'J^^^^f  t;Vthat  in  this  re- 
even  notice.    We    a  ^^^,  an  ex- 

«pect,  as  in  ««-«  "^;^^;^nUted  if  not  obse. 
an^plc  that  may  7«^\^/^^,^  ^,  forth  in  the 
,,aiously  imitated,  ^'^"^^'^.^.e rest-that  in  a 
reportisofvcryjn^raM^^^^^      only   one 

circulation    of    -^40,  )W  ^.^rtainly  is  a 

volume  in  7.531   is  lost^    'J  '»  ^,  eon 

very  small  P^r  centage  of  loss      ^^^.^^^^^,^  , 

«Kler  that  the  ^'^^I^^^'IZ  has   a  place  of 

all,  and  that  any  ^^^^^J^,,  take  away  the 

;  alH>de,  however  ^^^"^^^^  Vhether  books 

volume    that    he  /^^l^^f '  ,      ^„d  with  such 

^ouldl.  circulated  thu^^^^^^^^^^  ,    Uy 

a  near  *PP^"^^'\ ]"    ^,Zt  very  doubtful.     But 
UkcNew  Vork  1     i  -«^7J^^j,,,  none  the 

ti»e  Bostonians   ^^^^^^  *        ^,j  consideration, 
less  significant  ^°f  ^  ^J^^f,  ^on  is  made  in  this 
One  striking  moral  '^^^^^^J       j  ^ate,  or  pro- 
report.     l^''*^»-^*^;:.'!:CTen  observed  in 

l-^--"^^^"1tert  other   matters,  has  a 
,Uc  action  of  men   in   o  ^^^^^^y 

c-ountcrpart  in  their  use  oi      P        ^^^^^  ^^at 
U  is  known,  for  '^^^^^^ 'J  [/„  ^dropped  into 
of  a  certain  '^^'"^' Z*.   '  " oportiou  wdl  be 
tt.c  postofBce  a    cer^'^^^jX other  propor- 
in^perfeclly  ^^^7^^^' VaW^eBH  at  all.  a  cer 
t.onwillbe  ^'^»^«^.";y  *.tll  be    unstamped 
t«ia  other    P'-^P^^'^^^^^^'l/^m    be    unsealed 
,„d    a     ^•^^^^"^.'f^^e     found     not     to 
These     vro\>oni^^\  "^  to    year; 

,,ry  "-^"-^\y  jr  l>o'  "-med  to  de- 
and  Uioy  may.  ^^^^'T  ^^^^"^  „{  uuman  nature, 
^^nd  on  fixed  -«f  ^^^^^^f^.^nial  action  or 
and  to  be  exponents  of  the  n  ^^^^^ 

:;;ditionof  t^^^-Xredaf-  of  r'ate  of 
,,„t  there  is  a  ^t,  of  Public  libraries,  as 
,,gleetfulness  m  ^^«  ^f  j;,^,  ,,  Boston.  For 
V,.bown  in  the  records  oil    ^^^  ^^^  ^„,  t.or 

,  instance,  in  the  y^^'^''^^\^  ^^tifled  to  return 

rower  in  fifteen  had  to^t>e  n      ^^^  ^^^     .^^ 

tbe  lH)ok  that  he  ^^^^  t^e^       ^^  ^^^  ^^^^..^ns 

tbo  proportion  was  the  -am     ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^y. 

'  voar  one  borrower  in  t  re  niesscnger 

•,„bt  had  to  ^  «7VLok  in  his  keep 

^"'^'^"Tthe    latter    y.ar   this    strange 

ing.  find    m    tie  _ 


same  significant  kma,  i  i         remains 

books  called  for,  of  l^l'^^^^^l'^,.  Thus, 
substantially  the  ^»f^f.;  y^"' *f'  rculatc  about 
English  history  and  ^^^^^^^^^^t^^^  and 
seventeen  per  cent.;  ^^""^^^  "^ ^^  Jj,eek 
literature  about  ^^^^^^  ,^J,'^lgy   two  per 

eut.;  Law,  Governn  ^here  seems 


itf 


ce 


em. ;  i-»" .  -"  ■  —       ,         ^     There  seems, 
,,niy,  two  percent^  and  80  on  ^^  .^ 

,180.  to  be  the  same  ^^^^^'^f  Herald- 

New  York  for  books  on  tUe  P^^^^"^;^  ^^^h 
ry,  and  like  subjects.    These  ar 

lued  for  that,  ^^^^^^.^^^^^ 

are  never  returned  to  tueuapp    v  ^^^^^ 

at  the   Assistant    ^J^'^f , .^.^ppcared  "  dur- 
..gbtbookswhich  ha  e      J-PP-  .„  3,,,, 

ing  the  past  year  from  ;"*'  .j^^atia 

ble  craving  for  them    ^"  .    .        f,^\^  as 

p,«.rn8  '""■°;;^"„f  books,  .Bd.  ao  lc«.  m- 

rr.:;!;r:.o.wuo.^^^^^^^^^^ 

„e  shall  ever  »«.« 'B"'";  „„,io„  (riea.U  .re 

«i«rU.M.  we,  '»«  ^'"  '         „,  „  act  „f  le 
Tbey  have  secured  «  ^P";'^^,^,,,  .„a  „ali. 
gWalurctjy  which  wnoeve 

ciously  or  wantonly  and  •*'"' °"'  f  "ib,ary  U 
,.,„  a  book  belohgmg  to  a  f^^'^,^\J,^^ 
,1,1,10  to  a  ane  of  from  fl«e  1"  '^ J  ,;  • 

months.     X    -"'X^mbrnTofourlegta. 

i:;rtuVrf::^"-thero}c^d.^ 

„«tle  <™-"^';'/;:rbaraUt::^»t.  by 
„o  legislator  «"""»  P'^"?.''  .^j  „„  lobbyma., 
inlroduc.ng  sach  a  '''»;  »"^  T„e  olU- 

would  gain  anylhmg  '');'"  Pj;';S„„j„etio„ 
„  indication  of  .'"»'>°'n  »  '^°  ^,.„  i„to  the 
of  a  l..ge  propor  .on  °' ^  ;'%^;  results  of 

„,anagcu>ent  «'  "» J,*-^'/;,/  alscreuon  of 
.hemanagemcn    vind'cate  ^.^^.^^  ^^ 

:r;ro::.^:rp5'^oV.t.patr««. 


dc.vc.|.,pn.«.i  of  the  »';-7J';'-' ,;'^'^;^;v';"r  tn.hlU.y 
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out  siiiooL  mm  ^t  mU\. 
— • —       \ 

Tlie  Tiiblic  Meetinp?  at  Called  by  the 
Board  of  Education. 

*_^ — 

A  Movement  to  Have  Our  School   System  Fully 

Explained   at  the  World's   Fair-Models, 

Maps,  Photographs,  tec,  To  Be  Sent. 

. — ♦ — 

What  the  National  Commissioner 
of  Education  Is  Eoing. 


and 


ap. 


At  two  o'cloclc  yesterday  a  large  numl.er  of  gen- 
tlemen lutercHied  in  educational  matters,  by  In- 
vitation of  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  Hooper 
C  Van  VorHt,  assembled  at  the  hall  of  the  Depart- 
inont  of  Public  ln4ttW"on,  lor  the  purpose  of  "con- 
Hlderlng  the  best  method  of  properly  representing 
me  educationa^'Bystem  of  our  city   at  the  Mcnna 
Exposition.  Among  the  gentlemen  present  were:- 
-vlexanderS.  WeUbatoofeHSors   John  C.   Draper, 
Huntsman,  Uor^i^M^ci^T  and  Docharty.  of  the 
New   York   Collegei^u<lge.   Larremore;     Judge 
('oateB;theomcials'6mB»^  ^fork  and  Brooklyn 
,u.ard8  of  Education t^essor  Joy.  of  Columbia 
,  ollcge;  Profea-sor  Scott.^the  Now  York  College ; 
OHwald  Ottendorfler;   President   Uunter,    of  the 
Normal  College,  and  others. 

Judge  Van  Vorst   was  called  to  the   chair 
Lawrence  D.  Kernan  was  appointed  secretary. 
Judge  Van  Vokot  stated  that,  having  been 
pointed  to  the  charge  of  Group  No.  26.  at  the  Vienna 
Exposition,  he  had  called  this  meeting.    The  group 
referred  to  is  intended  to  fully  represent  our  cdn- 
catlonal  system  at  Vienna,  and  a  great  desire  has 
been  shown  on  the  part  of  the  Director  Ocncral  of 
the  Exposition  and  the  Austrian  authorities  to  have 
the  New  York  system  properly  represented  there, 
ne   reviewed   the   action   already   taken   by   the 
Hoard  of  Education  of  the  city  to  forward  groups 
"What  they  want  on  the  other  side,"  said  Mr   Van  | 
Vorst,  "are  facts  and  statistics  as  to  our  system, 
that  they  may  take  a*lvanta;;e  of  any  suggestions 
presented  by  our  exhibition  of  books,"  Ac. 

IJy   invitation  of   the  Chair,  General  T.  B.  Van 
BUBEN,  the  united  States  Commissi  oner,  addres.^ed 
the  meeting,  advocating  the  necessity  of  getting 
Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  tor  the  proper 
representation  of  America  at  the  great  Fair     With 
two  assistant  clerks  he  had  been  engaged  for  four 
months  in  the  Interest  of  the  movement.    lie  de- 
scribed very  mlilutely  the  character  and  dlmen 
Bions  of  the  buildings  and  the  advantages  likely  to 
accrue  to  American   inventors  by  sending  their 
productions   to   Austria.      All     the     authori  les 
in   Austria   who   had    conferred    with    him    had 
shown    a    desire     to   have     the    laws    amended 
to     give     full      protection     to     inventors.       A 
treaty      is       now      In       progress      with       this 
object  m  view.    In  letters  received  the  Director 
General  urges  especially  that  we  should  have  a 
cood  representation  of  our  school  system,  ana  es- 
t^r.r-iB.uv      a      model      school      building,      snow- 

nr«e  DUifiued     He  suggested  the  appointment  of 

»  !.S?ra!l^^^f  ^Ki^af  roiS^^l^e 
HchoLVLure  Kdlng  the  marching  In  the  morn- 
Tn^  ?ne  re^sses  ani  the  marchii.g  out  at  night. 
He  approved  Cmnmlssloner  Van  »"r<"'»,  ""Kf,^!;- 
t  on -a  model  school  house,  fully  equipped,  which 
he  belfe^ed  could  be  ^"'talued  at  an  exiK-nse  to  the 

Hhould  not  n?v  hive  a  school  house,  but  a  olas.  of 
fSrer  A  model  would  show  the  bulldlag.  but  it 
woud  (all  to  couvey  an  Impression  of  our  achool 
iToiwes  and  !Ue  routlut-  pursued,  un  enfl  there  were 
chSo  present.  While  we  could  not  p  ant  a 
SleTschl'olwltn  children  ''i<^'«;Xirwal 'clL-s 
model  school  hous",  as  large  ,w  poMlble  ««"' Va  to 
rooms,  books.  *c..  and  also  Hlatistical  iacts  as  to 

*"^u'iertnt"endenf  Kn,n..K  felt  we  should  present 
mo   els  and  nian^  ol  school  houses,  showing   inter- 

Webb  to  have  a  committee  appointed  to  see  tli.*t 
notning  incomprehensible  b,^  presented. 
Mr  WKBB  withdrew  hiK  motion  and 
Professor  Joy.  of  Columbia  College,  moved  the 
aoDoWitment  of  a  committee   to  .■o-operato   with 
jffeV-Tn  Vorst  and  commissioner  ^t"»"'•pnfo 
tffughiy  sv8tcmatl7.e  It.    He  moved  the  names 
of  auumber  of  gentlemen  as  a  sub-committee,  *  ho 
were  selected  from  the  representatives  of  the  cdu- 
cAUonai  interests  la  all  parts  of  the  country. 

This  caliod  to  his  teet  Commissioner  \^(K)D.  who 
nn.  erst^Kl  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  i,c  of  a 
local  character,  and  he  was  oppose<i  to  th- selec- 
tion of  gentlemen  on  the  committee  from  distant 
parts  of  tHe  country,  who«e  system  of  Instruction 
was  entirely  dlBerent  from  ours.  What  we  want 
lo  show  is  the  hvstem  of  imbllc  PC^ools 
crowned  with  the  model  school  an<l  the  College  oi 
New  York.  He  urged  the  takluti  of  stereoscopic 
views  of  the  schools,  class  rooms  and  scholars  aa 
llie>  appear  during  the  busy  hours  of  the  day. 

Mi-,  woon  moved  'n  amendment  that  ihethatr 
appoint  a  commlttei-  of  live,  nclmllng  a  uon- 
expert,  as  a  committee,  and  also  appoint  President 
liunicr,  of  tie  Normal  College,  and  Lawrence  1). 
Kernan,  lu  p'occed  to  Vienna  uud  explain  the 
gTMtem. 

Prolcftsor  JoY  temporarily  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  Mr.  Wood's  was  adopted  unanimously.    Pro- 
fessor Joy's  resolution  w:is  then  put  and  carried. 
The  CiiAiR  announced  that  he  would  appoint  the 
commlliee  of  Ave  on  Monday  next. 

"The  following   Is  the  committee  referred  toby 
pn)f.'"'8or  Joy's  resolution.     They  are  advl.sory   to 
ComniiSi.iouer  Van  Vorst,  who  will  select  his  execu- 
tive commltite  fr(>ra  them:— 
J(MH>I>h  Allien,  LL.  1>  ,  Stutc  Ndiinal  School,   Albany. 

!■   A.  Apgar.  State  Superintendent,  Now  Jersey. 

,  i.-itenck  A    P     Bun!  .r,l.  1>.  U..  LL.  U..   I'rcndenl  Co- 

lunii  '•  « ■  llegf,  New  York  ,   ,. 


.Tu^-tln  "aria^,  .Supcrlnt*icJeni  ol  Pul.li-    Ubra.-y.  Bo* 
ton,  Mass.  , 

The  meeting  adjourned  after  the  above  proceed- 

Infrs.  

Wlittt  U  Bclnjs  Dom   at  WasUlnKto"  *»«* 
KlMQWlurt'. 

A  cwf  ular    to  editftktors   and  others  directly  in- 
trtesuyl'-ln    thft-  prb%r   ir.p.esentatlon    at     the 
Viehna'  Exposlt#«.  of^ourjjppblic  school   system 
and  bther  mvans  pf  creatffig  and  dliTuslng  Intelli- 
gence IS  frdw  beltig  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Edu- 
cation.    Commissiouer  Eaton  has,  in  pursuance  ol 
the  plan  adopted  by  a  conference  of  educators  held 
here   on   the    13tli    inst,.    undertaken  the  super- 
vision  of    the    movement.      The    duty    promises 
to     be     one     of     not     only     an     Intereatlng 
but  herculean  character.      It    has   received   the 
sanction  of  the  leading  superlnten-lents  and  official 
educators,  and  the  President  will  ask  either  in  the 
aannal  or  a  special  message  for   a   sum   sufflcient 
to  insure  the  proper  representation  of  this  country 
at  Vienna.    The  amount  generally  deemed  neces- 
sary 18  $.500,000,  which  will  be  supplemented  by  ap- 
proprlations  from  the  several  states  for  the  purpose 
of  representing  themselves  directly  by  agents,  in- 
formation   an.l    illustration     of     products     and 
institutions.     The  Austro-Hungarlan   authorities, 
notaolyCountAndrassy  among  them,  are  strenu- 
ous in  urging  upon  us  the  necessity  aud  advaiitago 
of  I  full  presentation  of  our  school  system.     Uaion 
Swar^^Senborn   the    ^'resident  Mauager    of    ta « 

tss*?;?'SSSr^r^K^  ^«^S 
Kn  vr.r^^'h^^sS'^s  sp^i^s 

r',  n  .?ii  T  B  vail  Bure n.  The  aim  of  t his  part  of 
'lu"  FxDosUion  can  be  seen  by  the  following  ex- 
fact  frCtTofli^^l  programme,  all  of  vv^uch  that 
relates  to  the  subject  will  be  publbhed  in  trie  bu 
'•r 'o\dJr  ^i^W  out  onr  Bbare  of  this  programme 
Commissioner  Eaton  addresses  ^  i^^^';^':'^^,^"     "k. 

j=^r.«-ChartA  showioR  number  »/ »^»'«"}f'Xn'eby 'hcx! 
also  8tTie«u»  (jnestions  «PP)''^'  V  ..^'"' 'v-n  ina  ion.    This 

bfv^:j';»;^Ti.r:i  ;iit  ;^e^,r<;^'iii^^>ecuuaruie.. 

-^^:):^;:  *^-^?r^r Sn^Ctle.  a^mode,  or^t.^ 

seliool  buildln«    equmpeo   lor  u«c     a  8     pro^^^ 

tions,  ground  plann.  Ac.  ot  "'"*'.^„""  '  i'','*,V.etii..(l  ot  coii- 

*"oencral  Van  IUtrkn  Bnren,  United  States  Commis- 
sioner It  VleiVna  stated  here  at  the  conference  tt^at 
?Le  cltv  of  New  Vork  will  place  upon  the  ground  a 
forking  modcd  of  a scho.dbull.ling,  with  Its  severHi 
HaSses  furnished  and  arranged,  l"  whl.' i  th at 
H?f  wdl  aatl  er  all  she  can  Oder  the  world  lu 
?elatlonto*'her  public  schools.  .  (>'"7^1    ^^^.^'j,.^;,*, 

8halbe1ndujllca?e  for  the  purpose  Of   ound^^^ 

?ss«si5e^a 

SE'S^er^fut^S=^» 
received  he  feels  assured  thivtwl 


heral  iissistanio 


from  cot'g'-eBH  we  i.    v  and  cci 
a  striking  array  of  the  educatij 
our  voiith  are  aided  to  becoin  ' 
Mr.  "Spotrord,  LIbi.'  'an  "f  V' '     , 
undcrtaKt  the  work  of  gettmr 
of  our  libraries    talrly    Pr«^,'','^'  ^.„, 
this    city,    has    aiready    ""J^'T.^'^,'^,*"] 
work     lor     the     mtdlcal     she.  i 
niissioner    Eat..n  .will'  ,5^,^,  '  "^ 
He  bureaus,   that  like  tjDijrw.f  t^ 
■aphlc,    Army  -/-ni^'n'XMf '  ;^.?'^' 
;e.l  in  work  -^"ID^  *;l»'«T^i  "'J 
dl*^8lon  of   '(Jroup   NO/iBT    m  Ut 

h  cSi  ""n  P^th.ring  an.,  presenting  tJ»o  stal.^^ 
tics  X-'  «f  ^"^  Bcleutitlc  as.-A,clati„iui  of  tl.fr 
conntr^ 


will  piesent 

l)v  which 

nt  citizens. 

1  prooably 

^llcs.  Ac, 

ioner.  'it 

10      sam« 


Conn, 
nlenl,  Tlllnolt. 
lUbUc    Sehi.nlji     Pfovl- 


llenrv  Uarnaril,  M...  !• 
.NiwVm  BatPinan,  Siai' 

T.  W    Frlckuch,   iOiiUliU.. 

ilotlec.  U   1.  ,, 

,1    n    Biv.;  .rd.  RK-hmonrt,  \«.       .    ,„^     , 
ilenrv  B»;amler,  rsuperliileinlpnt  of  Sehoou, 

'  '7 "w.  *BoU»ey.  SuperlntrndeiU  of  S.-hooU,   Brooklyn. 

^'s^.'tmAti  ('A't\n%    i^5<>(*tnr>t   S«rer;m«>ndpnf,   Mew  Vork 


,-*an  Iran- 


'^         /     \ 


ssrewf 


rv4V      - 


-^  7;,K- 


V.    ~^^;^ 


liy    uiviuuioii   m!    the  'Mialr,  U  , ,        ,  , 

ItvREN,  the  united  States  Oomml«siuaer,aadrc.sta 
the  meeting,  advocating  the  necessity  of  getting 
corgress  to  /n.ke  an  appropriation  lor  the  proper 
representation  of  .Vinerica  at  the  great  Fair     With 
two  asKlHtant  clerks  iie  had  been  engaged  for  four 
months  in  the  Interest  of  the  movement     he  ue- 
Bcrlbed  very  mlilutely  the  character  and  dlmen 
•  iona  of  the  bLiiumgs  and  the  advantages  Uiccly  to 
accrue  to  American   inventors  by  sending  their 
productions   to   Austria.      All     tlie     authorities 
in    Austria   who   had    conferred    with    him    had 
shown    a    desire     to   have    the    laws    amended 
to     give     lull      protection     to     inventors.       A 
treaty      is       now      in      progress      with      this 
object  m  view.    In  letters  received  the  Director 
(Jeneral  urges  especially  that  we  should  have  a 
eood  representation  of  our  school  system,  and  es- 
LoiftUv      a      model      school      building,     snow- 

^    fi<!I.t^nr.miHe  thts  Wild  ol  Information,  with 
h.' believed  »ould  be  ohtalued  at  an  e.\piuse  to  th(. 

"'     iK.^-    Inv   trxuu   Q(  the    instrnction,   and   he 
rrolusw  jiv    "'  ColumbU  OollCKO.  movcl  the 
we?e  Stcd  fi  oin  the  representatives  of  the  cdu- 

lrk,ra'viSuu°yK.y"vS;,  Who 

nnde^aS  the  obje.t  of  the  meeting   lo  be  of  a 

Ssuiri:^.:^n=e'[;:>i;:dSt 

turts  of^'tie'crntry,   whose  ^S^^^^i^^X'T^Z 
'wasentlrclyHWerent  from  ours.        hat  vsc^.aut 

.rowne,r  wHh  tte  model"  hool  ami  the  Colleg.,-  of 
New  York  He  urged  the  taking  of  stereoscopic 
views  of  the  schools,  class  rooms  and  scholars  as 
H.pv  anuear  during  the  busy  hours  ol  the  day. 

^rWoon  moved  In  amendment  that  the  Chair 
a.wJAnt  a  comniltte.^  of  live,  indudiug  a  uon- 
exoert  as  a  committee,  and  also  appoint  I'resulent 
Hunter  of  the  Normal  College,  and  Lawrence  i). 
Kc"nan.  to  proceed    to  Vienna  au<l  explain  the 

"^'^roLsor  JOY  temporarily  withdrew  his  motion, 
and   Mr   Wooil's  was  adopted   unanimously.    Pro- 
fessor Joy's  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried    I 
The  CiiAiK  announced  that  he  would  appoint  the 

'^Tf/etu'oSng'rt^rSmli^ee  referred  ,o  by 
iJv-wHiirJov'H  resolution.     They  are  advisory  to 
KSf^.;onerVa\i  vorst,  who  wfu  select  his  execu- 
tive  commltise  fromlhetu:— 
•    Joseph  Aldcn.  UL.  D,.  State  Normal   8-,hool.   Albany. 

'f^^T^  ««\^"S::ttr^^»eut  CO- 

?:rB^rkn;u'^:o.."nU»^uer"p^  BcUuoU..  Provl- 

'Sf  ^lllna^'^^rllitrSjentof  SchooU.  San  Kr.n- 
"'j^V' Bidkley.  Superlntcnacnt  of  Schools,  Brooklyn, 
'^/orman  Colkin^  AiwlHtant  Superintendent,  New  York 
""'Rh  Cocbr»n.  U..U.,  Polytechnic  Institution.  Brook 
lyn.  N   "■ 


'"oeneral  Van  BiTRENBuren,  r.n  >  ll-^^^^-^^J^'lll^l 
uinnci- It  Vienna,  stated  here  ai  •  .iierersK  umi. 
?  fe  c  ty  of  New  York  willplace  upon  tl^e,K.'-°^"j»  * 
workug  model  of  aschool  bull.ling,  with  lis  sever.a 
dasses,^  furnished  and  arranged  In  whuhthit 
city  w  11  gather  all  she  can  otler  the  wo.  mm 
relation  to  her  public  schools.  <'^-"7"i  ^;^^"',V!rv 
plains  in  his  forthcoming  circular  »'•  '  '  'f  irnis  ed 
}  f.t  di«  and  asks  further  that  all  matters  furniMita 
BhSbeln  duplicate,  for  the  Purpose  of  found  ng^ 

?^:S^  SK^l^Usur.1  niat  wU^Ui^eriU  a«.s  ua^ 


ly  Will  present 

ans  bv  which 

nt  citizens. 

probably 

tics,  Ac, 

Toner,  of 


Itorn  congress  we  may  and  cc 

a  striking  array  of  the  cducatiiji 

our  voiitn  are  aided  to  become  >i 

Mr.  Spoffonl.  Librarian  of  t-ugD 

iiLdcrtake  the  work  of  gettmrtl 

of  our  libraries    lairly    presciii 

this    city,    has    already    ouUertake- 

work     lor     the     medical     sfeciyiK- 

mlssloner    Katon  .will-    have     in 

the  bureaus,  that  like  OiipW'f"      , 

araphic.    Army  ,.Knglne»^l2*'  •»    "^  ^      . 

5U-d  1.1  work  "i»li"^,^'l«'5KfVi;;  JKI'onn  .' 
orvi-.nti   of    "(iroup    No.*2C    fi  !aliP'pr['-onwi. 

,  :'  ,,  ...Its  of  these  labors.  IT-fessor  ^^l^'ji 
111.- rtnithsonian.  has  promised  all  the  iisil-it.iij<  a 
he  can  givc""i  gathering  and  l'"'-*-'''  ''P,^j»'\ff^^  i;t 
tics.    Av..    of    the   Bcientinc   associaiiona   of    the- 

country. 


Haiu9 
Coiu- 

Hi  I 

\  .1,  '; 


.f»  -      -i-  /  •  •   Ir""'      . 


,..,  -     Y. 
Howard 

viTHliy. 


Crtuby.  D.   D..  Chancellor  New    York   Uni- 


Duane  n<,ty,  Buperintendont  of  Schools.  Detroit  M 
John  Katon.  Jr..  fniud  suite.  Coiuni.w.oner  ol  bU 


Ich. 
uca- 


''ii"',??Snid  "lL.u!.Suporintende«t  of  Public  In.truc 
"S:ES!^sl^AK:i^yo^cb.>ol.  Clnclnn.«, 

"Th.^  VX?r^ir';lS::r^.ll!e;^nli!:;^nt.New  York 

^'Vw  Harvey,  8Utc  Commissioner.  Ohio. 
Thomas   Uunier,   Presldeut   ol    Nor.nul  College.    New 

^  Wurren  Johnson   8uDorlnt*>mlent  of  Schools.  Maine. 
Kr^uWl^  ^upcrinuiukul  of  Schools.  Now  York 

*'l^  nry  Morton.  Ph   I)..  President  Stcvcm  InsUtut*.  Ho-    1 

'**m"  a'  nVwcII  State  Supertntonftent,  Maryland. 
I   U.   NiTrthrup?  S^creury  of  Board  ol  Education.  Con- 

" '/.'lie'^is  r«^t,  PrliRlpal  Deaf  and  Dumb  Aiylutn.  New 

^Wm.  r.  PhclpN  Principal  of  Normal  College.  Winona, 

^John  D.   PhUbrlck,   Superintendent  of    Schools,    New 

^fc.Vott  Potter.  D.  D..  President  Inlon  College.  Schenec- 

"?-'h  ■  Rsvmond    l.I.  D..    President   Vas«.r   Coltefe. 

^  '' A"f.m^'''j''*'mckoff.  superintendent  of  Sci^ooU.  Cleve- 

1  "w  "jL^KiilTner,  Superintendent,  Virginia. 

JIpD/'^Xvi:  iLp:;Kd^nr^"S^i.o<,l..  Newark. 

Superintendent  Astor  Library,  New 

New 


1^ 


I  R.  Stramlcky 
'B^n'ianl  Hmyth,  President  Board  of  Education 
^  A."  H.''8pofrord.   Congreaional   Library,   Washington, 
"joirn  Swett,  Deputy  Superintendent,   Ban    Francisco. 
^William    B.    Walt,  Superintendent  of  Institute  for  the 
I'^AlframB   Weaver.  Superintendent   Public    Instruction, 
V*  Alexander  S.  Webb,  LL.  D..  President  Colkge  of  New 
*^'Andrew  D.  White.  President  Cor" sit  Cnlveralty.  IlhacM 
^^E.  White.  Editor  of  the  National  Teacher,  Columb^ 
*^^phWbite.  Serrrtary  of  Board  of   Education,  pnt- 
"^T*WhiUo^k,  President  of  Hoard  of  EdnraUon.  ^ook- 
'T  r  Wickcrsham.  Superlntendenl  ..f  8rh,«,ia/Penn- 


*t^ 


•^-^ri..S 


,%g>jaiM..lU£» 


jCottb  iailsj^lobc. 


ni:j^Ju&<^.  !'i:(  i.M'.i;  ii'u,  l87'i. 
^'---  -      — ^ 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  CONVENTION 

EQOND    DAY'S     SESSIONS 


aVterSoo 


N    AND    NIGUT 


n 


^ 


Addresses  by  J.  J.  Bailey  and  Col.  F.  A.  Seeley 


DEFECTS  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  SYSTEM 


Interesting  Remarks  by   Superintendent  Harris 


ftn  address  , 

Alter  an  e 
of  the  colic  c 


>Uqii||M 


Although  two  o'clock  waf  the  hoar  named  for  the  »« 
•cmblinK  of  the  Conveution    yesterday  afternoon,  busi- 
nesB    did    not   toniraeDce  until  half-past  two    o'c.ock. 
This  delay  enabled  the  hall  to  fill  up  until  all  the  neaU 
ifcxe  occupied  by  the  spectators  present,  principally  la- 
«Uei.    This  wat  undoubtedly  due  to    the    fact  that  the 
ichooU  were  closed   in  the    afternoon,  permitting  the 
teachers  to  api>ear  in  large  nuiubers,  also  to  the  geaerA* 
intereet  felt  by  the  public. 

At  the  hour  named,  the  following  gentleman  took 
their  places  upon  the  stage:  lion.  John  Monteiih, 
Prof.  James  Johennot,  Friucipal  of  the  State  Normal 
Echosl  at  Warrcnsbu'K;  Prof.  Baldwin  of  the  Stiiie 
KormalEchool  atlvirksrille;  Dr.  J.  M.  Uregor>'  of  the 
Illinois  InduPtrial  University;  lion.  W.  C  Flag)?  of 
Illinois;  Hey.  J.  C  Larned  of  St.  Louis;  Prof.  Bhep- 
»rdof  Illinois,  and  Col.  F.  A    Scelcy. 

Mr.  II.  M.  Tallman,  Principal  of  the  Carroll  neheol, 
called  the  m««tinK  to  order,  and  iutroduced  Mr.  J.J. 
Bailey,  Libra^an  of  the  St.  Louis  Public  School  Libro<- 
jy,  who,  laj!ffloi»li(nj«»withhii  appointment,  delirercd 

MM^XIBnxnT    Off  ffT.  LOUIB 

ii'vlfift-ic  and  philosophical  accouiA 
,f  ho^ktund  their    vuliie,  which  want 
of  space  coml^  rxlfy^mxi<^h  to  our  regret,  to  omit. 
Mr.  Uailey  pr6c"P^ded; 

ITie  Pufclic  Soho<)t Library  of  St.  Louis  bcffanto  isxtu 
books  Deciuiber  9th.  \Wo,  seven  years  a-o,  alui'.H:  to  a 
dsv  It  has  issued  them  ever  since .  and  nearly  oiK'-haif 
of  Its  borrowers  haye  been  pupilB  in  the  public  suliooh. 
I  hare  taken  some  pains  to  ttfcC<rtHiu  tlie  efl.ct  oi  tuo  li- 
brary upon  thcRC  pui..:H.  and  i lie  teachers,  without  on.j 
exrcVtion.  inlorra  ...e  that  ll.cir  b.-st  and  bn^jl.t.-t,  i  nl 
mo-t  successful  scholars  are  ihoRe  who  ha%e  '  joined  the 
library"  (as  it  is  tcrmtd),  and  whe  re,Ml  its  books 

If  it  be  Ihe  irue  end  of  ^choclte-a'luuK.  ai.d  the  aim 
of  the  teacher  not  so  much  to  ciam  tlicmunory  of  cliU 
dren  with  the  limited  facts  and  theories  contained  in  lluir 
text  books,  as  to  discipline  tlicir  minds  and  muin.Ms.«t» 
.waken  their  intellects,  to  .ndcp-ndenl  activity ;  to  ..rflti 
▼»te  the  irraces  ot  sp.  cch  and  tram  the  poi^ers  of  thni^lit 
In  liKht  direciious;  and,  flually,  to  excite  •  thirst  for 
knowledite  that  shall  ouUive  the  sliori  pt-iiod  of  s.-aool 
life-then  the  library  is  to  the  school  as  the  iiufraviny  t.. 
the  book,  an  illustration* OTerynep,  of  every  obj';  t 

**lfn![oubtedly  there  are  children  whose  love  of  reajli.iif 
is  inordinate;  j-ist  as  there  are  otl  e.s  v/ho  impair  their 
health  bv  too  amblti.us  study.  Hot  th-s.- arc  ex-ep- 
(i.n.  I  eaies.  an.!  yield  easily  lo  restraint,  if  judiciously 
exerted  by  par'nts  at  fcome .  by  v.-ry  much  Inr^^rr  i%  ih. 
•DDOsite  class  of  children  who**  exe.ssive  loudness  for 
X  neceVfitates  .very  spur  fi.d  Inducpm-at  tliat  pa- 
?;r,-u  can  devise  to  make  them  derote  a  decent  portion 
•f  their  time  to  books.  _i„.^.i 

The  interm.  diate  cla.-8  is  made  op  of  those  who  read 
■etdinu    neither    spur    n«.r  resua.r.t.  i-rovided  they  Kot 
b^i.  ^hHt    intero.\  or  aaM.se    th.-o.   and    these   kcu- 
^ally    eschew    whatever     is    dry    or    merely    .nstn  c- 
tive      aid    select    st.ry   books  and     talcs    <.f     ad>cn. 
tare        from      which       they    yet.  iino.nsca.usly,   de 
r?ve'.n     amount    of     informaiioli    that    is    socn/tiu„s 
luipris iuL'.     T«  all  three  of  these  da-sen  tlic  liovarr  is  an 
tovSuabiV friend,  a  fnunUin  of  a  p.renmal  Jf '«»".  -Ji';; 
Se  rerv  best  of  teachers.     It  is  wond.rfu    what  si.idcs 
tbr  iuvei.ile  literature  of  our  day  bus    ina.lo  i.nd   is  ina^ 
SJ>     How  to  instruct  without  sceuiin^  to  do  so;h..r 
'  Miuar  coat  the  pill  of  kuosvkdge     is    a  i.rool.  u.    that 
hk^    f  late  b'  en  siudi.  d  and  u  ork.  d  out  by   soim-  o?  tho 
master  mluds  in  our  litenitnrc.     De^^mptions  of  hC^Uf-s 
rndcuMo»si«vlip=utsof   the  worM ;    imp..rl.uii    pai- 
M«e«ofbi.torv.  i.ud.crsps  <.f  science  r.ud  natural  Ins- 
"?^.reso    artfully    worm    in-o  the  plrasinK    Bct.oni 
T.7rrrrd  forth-  %ouD«r.  that    ihev  cannot  help  'Ieriv.n« 
LfTrm  ition  from  the  hbiary  to  which  thoj  report,  pe- 
kans    only    for  ilcuftue.  .    •.     i 

ill  b  cks  aie  not  ncc.  ssarilr  wl.oh  some,  nor  ij  it  a_^ 
ways  fate  to  tu:u  you'-l-om,.  l.ose  in  a  ptibh.  h^ra,  y 
•ml  1.  ave  tlcm  to  re.d  :.i   rand  i.i.     fhe   adv.  !o  of  p  a- 
«Dt  <  r  te.Vher  .ho  d4  follow  them  and  d"''*':'-    .I'jV,';;, " 
lprti.,i.s      It      i«.      bowiTCr.    to  be    pr<  mised  tha;      . 

vicious  fcooks    in    its.    n^Hlou.    Certain   ubj  cn.iuaW^ 
work  ssu.  has  the.  .^  «' <i    l^funJT)    V'     ' 

the    Decameron    of    i.  ,    'h*   no^H.  of  n- ^      . 

e«,,lU«»,  VUl.lmw  •na  rth..t<..  WiMC     t' 

ftecessnry  to  ll<e  ro..ipi<t*uos«  of  IhR  h 
respective  pcir.  -  1  »9.  and  I    Ici,  vr    :i!-. ,,;  i  .uij 

»rt      witlhcld    '  ral    clrcilatiao.     In  oui' owa 

I'ublic  S.licol  Libni-y  1' '  »  ■♦'■e    Icckfd   up    mvav  from 
•ij;ht,  aiid  otiy  loaned  to  perscins  of  thorotighly  mature 

•Ke .  ^ 

Tfcere  arc  persi  ns  in  whose  eyes  novd-realin?,  in  <*ny 

t«im  or  lUfjifc,  is  an  unmitipi'"'  •"'     '"  '"  my  of  thf^m 
pubUc  libiaritp  are  ol  jcctiomf  4  «  ta-to  f^.r 

this    fpieics    of    liternturp.    J  wi;!i  them. 

Too  much  •f  any  kit*  "f  r.' i<»Bg  is  •i.'ii  to  the  .«utne  ob- 
j, ,-;  Ti  as  Mi  udii  "•  i^i' •••'    m   M>y    dir«'-;i>o.     Hut  a 

tion  »  wholesome.  1    will  not 


But  fliir  owB  State  of  Mi^<>«iiri  iaj^t  l;"'''*'^  '°  Jij  Uiat 
foreiditfhtena.erit.  If  it  De  t.ue.  as  1  .^^'*  H!;"'  »ud 
libraries  are  the  highest  of  educator.;  if '  .^'Tf'tu/rfl^te 
1  believe  BO  one  dei.ies  it.  thai  il  is  the  .1'"'^  «Y"  ,ubllc 
to  provide  for  the  education  of  m  r.ii^n  »  ^  ^.^ 
cost,  then  let  all  friends  of  ••ducatfcu.  i.i|i  ^^^,  ^^,1 
deavor  to  obtain  from  our  J-«.'"»|.^' "[.fBSV,  i  ibraries. 
spiiBkle  our  Slate  aU  over  wuH  Publi?Wli*>l  1''°" 

Alter  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bailey'k  •d'^f  l'  ,,  a 
C;eo.  E.  Seymour,  Assistant  Htate  '^"P''^^^"^;"'' *  , 
Mr.tJ.T.  Murphy.  County  Superintendent  ^'^J^^^. 
Schools,  were  each  called  ou  to  conduct  the  aiscu 
arianRed  for.  But  as  they  were  not  present.  Vr.  .  • 
(..TKery,  of  the  lilmois  Indusirial  University.  w.«  m- 
viud  to  speak.  ,  ^...^^ 

Ue  briefly  revi.-wed  his  educaUonal  l''";t«';y  •, ""^1',  l',;^ 
that  he  owed  all  his  scholaislup  as  much  J^f'.'^l'  J. 
us  to  the  schools  and  colleges.  Ue  V't'^^.f  by  wl>  "h  it 
UiiUKtothe  lihrarj  system  vt  >^'^ '.'f ^";  . -.;.  or  to 
HppcHrcd  that  the  district  library  system  »  „_  ^',  ■  jlte 
rll  township  •>^U»..     The.  best   ..all    libn»ne*'J^    ^^ 

1  amily  library,  by  which  the  '^^"'•^'''^-i^'     library  sys- 
all  !iu=es  to  read.     Next  cornea  the    "^  'I"    ,hc  i^quirin^ 
tern    where  a    hirfcer    scope    is    given    t"  'r/'"!!,  ,i,a 
mh.;i.  and  where  ^11  child  en   ean    >- ,^"{'P^;  .'^i, A«u  ' 
time  he  left  Michigan  the   ibrary  •>f*'^''^^^.^,-^.  ',*,",  by 
ish.ug.  tbou^'h  occasionally  *"''J';.^\«^^.;f'i;,''bc  speaker 
lesislate.rs.     As  t-.  the    '"^'i^.  V'   '        ^     L  n  ul^rs    lu 
Lid    he    could    invariably    pick    put  .^"l  fi™-"tti<dr 
schools    by  reason  of    their    -^^-^,  ^^  '^'d  uc  .t^^ 
eiorrecvlaiiKtiage,  etc.     It  I  ^*^*  V^  i„,"  ...jou   for  so 
many  chil.lreu.  to  furnish    so    much    '"'''"  ,'".m,,ioy 
muchm«ney.I    would    buy    »J«"'-«. ,*%  ^  V' /*  ,^' 1,,^ 
J^a.  hers    and  then  the  Suite  wouM    be  flood-d  with    n 
^Hi  .  ne'e        A  te  r  niviug  sug^estioHB  as  to  u.akit  gab 

with  whi.  h  he  is  connected  is    invaluable  as    a  lucaus  oi 
In.turclion      The  do.  or  c<  nc.udeJ  amid  a,.pluu.*. 


it 


j,,,  i;  ii,      tion  ■  wnoicsomc,  1    wui  noi 

Ihe  n^el  r^fc   K  t  !•  a  porn  in  prose :  it    Is 

hktorv  licssPnl,  uW  '2  roti.-s;  i'  is  morality 
and  •(■l«.«ouhi  Jii  laieiiirion.  brought  to  o.)t 
hcunmmmtm'^m'  '■  'mSht  wc  strike  out  «hm«tw  aay 
other  class  ef  books   ir-m   enr  iilerafurc.     The  n  ovel 


hkt 
»nd 

bcart 

other  . ~.   _- 

petfoims  for  advanced  youth  auil  m  ituro  affe.  the  same 
oflice  in  ediiratitu  tnat  I  have  ju«i  ascnD  -d  ti  Jiircnii* 
literature,  lor  m<  st  of  u«  arc  outgiown  chilJien,  and 
»etd  to  have  our  iasTuetioB  fceasowed  with  pie.war*. 
By  th"  aid  of  fiction  the  wvary  work  r  reUxes  bis  orer- 
wroHght  energies.  Wrapped  iu  it*  «pelW.  ilie  poor  and 
the  C(  minon  tread  the  halls  of  miehty  ca«ties,  or  the 
gilded  f;,l..oijB  of  reviiliy,  and  hear  the  •pe-erh  and  learn 
the  irjini.fr*  of  the  nek  and  tefiuret  of  the  earth.  In  iu 
papes  we  see  Tie-?  stripped  of  it*  coveriugs,  laid  bare  to 
Ifi  hideous  depths,  and  bron-rht  to  grief,  ^hile  virtue 
la  enthroned  and  cre.wneH  with  glorv.  From  ttie  novel 
we  Irani  Listoiy  ;  il  is  a  record  ol  tli"  mnn  aud  manners 
of  thp  tin  c  in  wlii'h  it  is  written.  Wh-.t  we  ,t*imonly 
mil  history  deals  with  m^n  rmlv  as  public  fhairacter^;  it 
is  Action' nknic  tliat  gives  us  an  iti'irrht  into  th"ir 
private  ficlings,  t.-.'-trs  or  habits.  Poetry 
isiDideuprf  stiains  too  lofty  and  of  gcDcralities  too 
sublime  aid  vast  to  rirseord  to  detail  or  to  pleskse  the 
common  taste.  Fidifn  satisfies  a  craving  in  our  nature, 
•nd  is  c'ser.tia!  to  our  moral  iin<l  intell.ctual  gr«*th;  tij 
cru^h  it  out  woulil  be  to  put  iin  incubus  upon  our  civili- 
«ati(,n.  Let  lis  closet  our  art  gall.  nes.  bum  our  poet*, 
rmakh  our  jiiunos  at  hoBie.  and  murrtict  our  pnbhc  con- 
certs, if  we  must  enst  cut  novels  froti  o;ir  Ibraries. 

T  an;  well  awaic  th  .1  belirpcn  fh<!  Wavsjnev  novels  aid 
the  -nRh  of  Mrs.  S  nthwoiih  there  is  a  TA't  gr»<I»tion 
of  ir.ltriirity.  lam  aware  that  fhlse  a  1 1  exaififerk'-d 
views  of  life  arc  presented  in  many  work»of  lirti  .1. 
But  the  same  ^ladjuinn  oLuin*  .im^nc  rei.ders,  and  fh» 
luiireii^e  TMHiiilarity  ol  .Mr*.  Soinliwoith's  n-iveU  sl'»wi 
tlihl  they  supply  'awantthu  is  d.i  ii-feali'd  and  wi  !e- 
■preaei.'  They  rerf  ti  nnd  benffl*  a  ria'-s  in  tl.e  coinronni 
ty  "or  whom  ^e«t'  ard  Tbacker-.ty  uev 
•ur  Bgr,  and  p»rti'''.lai  Jy  in  our  c  inutry 
»ie  bHiuj:lit  ti>o  intiiiiatily  into  <■  n-.* 
pre  bit  ms  of  everyday  life  for  an>  ■ 
to  teniain  long  uncoircete J,  I  h 
one  read  trash  than  that  he  read  iiui  aj  _  . 
die  iiistanets  in  the  rx)ieiii*n''p  ()f  our  own  lilirarv  where 
perrrn*  who  begHn  t^  read  with  tie;  ino-t  v»rii't  eia*s  of 
fictio.i  have  ascended  iiito  the  higlier  waliis  of  literature, 
aoel  row  re  au  kisiuries  ^nd  popnlur  works  of  seicnce. 
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If  it  1  (•  till-  Inn  Pi.il  ci  !-chool-t"af'liin;<,  ana  the  k-'.. 
oJ  ihi-  li;clicr  iiui  M)  mufh  'o  ou'ia  tUc  ui'Uiorj  of  cli  1 
dnn  with  the  liuiitrd  fttctiiindtbeori'.'scwitain'.d  in  lu'  . 
text  boi/iis,  ai^  to  diRcii.linc  tln-ir  uiimls  uml  miun.-is^t* 
awiikin  thtii-  intfUccta  to  inth  p'-nd'  iit  ttitivity,  i..  ,..f*-- 
▼ate  the  praws  ol  fiin'ch  ftsid  train  t  Ik-  powers' of  iho  iffhl; 
In  riKlit  dircriioup;  and,  flnully,  tj  exciti-  a  thirst  {.>r 
knowlidse  tliat  fLali  outlive  the  Hhort  |i(jioU  of  hcuooI 
life— thou  the  librai7  i^i  to  iLt  gchooi  r»  the  tiitrravini,'  to 
the  book,  au  illui<tiutiou«i  every  ttt'|>,  of  every  object 
taught. 

Undoubtedly  there  are  children  whone  l<»g  of  readin? 
is  inordinute,  juit  a«  there  iire  oti  ei»  who  irupair  tlieir 
he&lth  by  too  itiubitiaug  ttudy,  l5>it  th?!*!' mc  ex'-ep- 
tianal  caies,  and  yield  easily  jo  reotraint,  if  judi'/iously 
wierted  by  parentu  at  koine.  By  yeiy  much  l^iKer  it  Iha 
•ppoiite  cla8»  of  cLiidreu  wlioM  exc«»«ive  loudness  for 
pluy  necesFitHtes  •very  tin  r  ^nd  inducement  that  pa- 
reiitJi  cau  dt  vi»e  to  niuke  ihim  devote  a  djcont  portion 
mi  their  time  to  books. 

The  mtennt  diitc  class  is  made  up  of  those  who  read, 
■etding  neither  »pur  nt.r  restraint,  provided  they  net 
books  that  intcrr.kt  or  aiuu»e  tliem,  and  thi-»p^  Rcn- 
erally  e»cL»w  whatever  \n  dry  or  merely  ini>iruc- 
tive,  aid  Relect  si»ry  bocks  and  taU-s  of  adven- 
ture, frr.ia  which  they  y<t.  wncensdously .  de- 
rive an  amount  of  iuforinaiion  thnt  is  sout/tiun'* 
•uiprisinj;.  T«  all  ihrte  of  these  cla«';e»i  the  library  ia  aa 
invaluable  fritad,  a  fount^tin  of  a  p«rennial  deiiuhl,  and 
the  very  hi  8t  of  ttathtni.  It  is  wonderful  what  strides 
the  juvei. lie  literature  of  our  (l:iy  has  uiatlo  unil  is  ina- 
kinf(!  How  to  iuFtruct  without  seeuiing  to  do  8o;h')W 
to  fcugurcoat  the  pill  (if  kuowUdge,  is  a  pruuleui  that 
has  of  late  been  giudit  d  and  worki  d  out  by  soino  of  tha 
mafter  miudu  in  our  literature.  Deseriptions  of  hc^u'-s 
end  cuRtoiBs  in  ;<li  parts  of  the  world;  iui|x.rtiiiit  pan- 
fagrH  of  bii^tory,  aud  t^Taps  of  science  uud  niitural  liis- 
tory  are  so  artfully  woven  into  the  pteukitiff  fictions 
jneparrd  for  the  ycuDfr.  that  ihev  cannot  help  derivini; 
infornjation  from  the  library  to  which  they  rtaon,  p^r- 
baps,  only    for  pUamre. 

All  bcoks  aic  not  ncr(s»arilT  wl.olesome,  nor  is  it  il 
wavK  mfe  to  turn  yountf  ]>er»oug  loose  in  a  public  litir.iry 
and  have  tl'.eiu  I"  re'.td  at  landfun.  T!ie  advice  <if  pa- 
rent or  teacher  (^Louli  follow  them  and  direct  llieii-  »e- 
lectioDS.  It  ic,  howevtr,  t<i  be  premised  thit  no 
public  library  of  a  ficod  i-la«9  will  keep  poHinT.dy 
vicious  fcooks  in  ii«  coricctiou.  Certaiu  <>bj>  <'tioijable 
•workw,  liucli  HB  the  Lurly  (irei  k  rt' d  llaman  ronia'ict, 
the  Decameron  of  U«ceario,  lh*i  noveU  of  Da  Foe, 
e«»«f)i«,it,  VmidinH  unft  <^thMr>-,  while  tlieir  pri'scnci)  i-i 
fteceii^ary  to  the  coinpieteuo^s  of  the  literaHini  of  their 
respective  peiiods  should  B(5,  iind  1  believe  invariably 
are,  williheld  from  fieaeral  circulation.  In  our  own 
I'ublic  School  Library  thpy  are  lockeil  up  away  front 
night,  and  only  loaned  to  personii  of  thoroughly  mature 

Tkere  are  jiersons  in  vthose  tyci  novtl-readin!},  in  any 
foiuj  or  iltgiee,  in  au  nnniitij;ated  evil ;  to  ui.my  of  tluMU 
public  libiaricfi  are  oLjcclionafilc,  a»  f'.swnnij  a  ta'ti"  fi.r 
thin  fpecics  of  liiBriiture.  J  cannot  iiprfc  with  thetn. 
Too  uiuch  af  any  kiifl  of  rea^bg  is  wpen  to  the  wame  ob- 
tion  »8  Htlafijies  i.Ajtce5s  fc  wiy  diri-ciioii.  Hut  a 
I'iuus  i III! uKciici-^  fiction  q  whok-bouie,  I  will  nut 
luti  Jo 'ay^,(  (•■■!*iry.  *> 

rk'of  art;  itia  a  poen  in  prosp;  it    is 

pj^if't-iiig    robes;     i'    is     morality 

111  ijareliiiion.      bruuulic     to       o.ir 
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other   ilar.-vcf    bool-i    ii' m   our   literature.     Tiie  ti  ovel 
petfoiniH  for  advauerd  y(iuth  aud    ni.iluro  aijt!,  the  name 
ofiire  in  education  that  I    havu   ju't  asi'nbod  ti  juvenisa 
UteFatnre,  lor  most  of   u»  are    Dultfiowa   cliildren,  and 
need  to  have  our  itis'ruciion  beaso.ied   with  ple.tsur». 
By  the  aid  of  fiction  the  weary  worker  relaxes   his  orer- 
wrought  energies.     Wrapped  iu  its  spells,  the  poor  aiil 
the  eoniinon  tread  the  halls   of   miithty   cantlCH,  or    the 
fiildvd  caloouH   of  rcyiiliy,  and  hear  the  speech  and  le;vin 
the  n-iiiiiieiii  of   the  iich  and  reOuert  of  the  earth.     In  \i» 
papes  we  cee  vie-!  stripped  of  in  c<»verinKH,  laid  bare  to 
itsliidtoUM   dcpthn,  and   brou,'»ht  to   grief,  while  virtue 
ia  enthroned  and   crowned  with   >;lorv.     From  tlie  novel 
■we  learn  Li^to»y;  it  is  a  record  of   th"  in"n  a:id  manners 
of  the  fine  in  which   it  is  written.     Wlmc   we  cottJiu'inly 
call  liist(<ry  deals  with  nn-n  only  as  public  characters;  it 
i.<i    fiction    nlonc    that    given    us    an    in>ii;ht    into  their 
private       f<  cliugs,        tiiFtcs       or       ):abit«.         Poetry 
IB  nude  up  of    htiains    too  lofty    and  of  fj^enerali  ties  too 
publimc   uiid  vapt    to    driicerd  to  detail    or  to  please  the 
common  ta^ie.     Fiction  satisfies  a  craving  in  our  nature, 
aud  is  esftntial  to  our  moral  and  lutelh  ctual  «r«'vth;  ti 
cru^h  it  out  would    be  to  |)i;t  an  incubus  upun  our  civill- 
xation.       Let  us  clopn  our  art  (fill,  nes,   burn  our  poet*, 
»mukh  our  t»ianos  at   hoine,  and  iii'.erdict  our  pnbUc  con- 
certs, it  we  inuHt  ciist  t'Ut  novt'ls  fmra  o;ir  l.braries. 

I  !<m  well  aware  ihu  l;el>vecn  ill-:  W'aveney  novei*  aid 
the  THKh  of  Mrs.  Soutliworih  th(;re  is  a  va't  ifrad^ition 
of  inltriiuity.  Jam  aware  that  false  u'ld  cxatftferik'^d 
views  of  hfe  are  presented  in  many  works  of  flcti'.-.i. 
iJul  till"  came  f»iadalioii  obtain*  ;;ni  >iip  reuders,  uiul  the 
iniueii'e  Tiop"i'*''''3  '^'  Mrn.  Souihwoi  til's  noveU  ("bawi 
that  they  supply  awaiitthit  i»  (K(  p. seated  aud  wi  le- 
■pr<ad.  TIkv  rerc  h  nnd  benefit  a  clu'^s  in  tin'  coinmuui- 
ty  !or  whom  t'i'st' and  Tliackersty  nev.r  write;  and  in 
our  nf;e,  and  p*rtiii;!iiily  in  our  c  mntry,  th'-  mind*  of  all 
aie  bioii^ht  too  intiioatily  into  euniac!  with  the  seriou-t 
prolili  ms  of  everyday  life  for  any  e\;is.'Kfraii''n  "f  ili-tiou 
to  If  niain  lonK  nncoi reeled.  I  would  rathei  tli.ii  any 
one  leud  trach  than  that  he  rend  not  a!  ail;  and  1  citi 
cite  instances  in  the  (  xpetience  of  our  own  librarv  where 
per>nn»  who  iMfran  t'>  read  with  tie,'  mo.t  vapid  cia' s  of 
Ucficn  have  a«cendi  il  into  the  hiiiUer  vvalks  of  litcr.iturc, 
and  now  rtad  kij-tories  and  populur  works  of  sciiuct . 

I  jiin  al«o  aware  that  there  is  just  cauot;  for  cnuplaint 
thnt  n.uijy  y(Ui'K  peis  ns  read  novels  too  exclu-'iveiy 
and  too  indisciiiiiinately.  Kut  tlii<t  charite  should  l>  t 
laid  at  the  pannts'  dno-s— not  at  the  library's.  WMl 
you  look  after  what  your  child  eats,  from  tlr-  earlient  i;i- 
lancy ;  will  you  s«duou.«lv  uuard  u$;Hinf>t  its  partnkin:,'  of 
noxious  fooil ;  yet  leave  it  to  feed  its  mind  according  to 
llie  caprice  of  the  haur?  <io  blame  the  pastry  cook  bc- 
CBU^r  > our  child  has  surfeited  u|>on  mincu  pie  at  home, 
bi  lore  you  condemn  the  library  on  tie  «core  that  your 
daughter  wastes  her  time  in  uoyi  1  rcadiuc. 
'  'J  hen  let  us  send  our  tufarts  to  ; he  library  that  they 
may  enjoy  its  picture-books,  aud  becini"  early  imbueil 
with  tne  ii.lluence  if  its  sphere.  Lit  us  eucoura>{e  th  m 
lo  read  as  they  grow  older,  and  exert,  at  every  sta^e,  a 
watchful  (are  over  the  character  of  their  rcalinsf.  So 
We  thall  keep  Ihi  in  out  of  much  mischief,  and— more 
than  by  Kendiip  them  lo  sehool — insure  for  them  a  genu- 
ine culturr— a  Ihorougli  education. 

But  in  order  to  send  them  to  the  llbrarj  we  must  have 
a  lib-ary  to  s»  n<l  ihera  to. 

In  Kiiglarul,  and  in  several  of  the  States  of  our  Union, 
laws  have  been  enacted  authorizing  the  levy  of  taxes  for 
Ibunding  aud  uiuiutainiug  free  pubii<-  libraries. 

By  act  of  Parliament,  any  town  in  Enifhiml  or  Scot- 
land containing  Ave  thourand  inhabitants,  may  levy  for 
the  purpose  a  tux  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  ^equivaleut,  in 
our  money,  to  a  little  over  four  iniUs  on  the  dnUar)  when- 
ever a  majority  of  the  tax  payers  vote  for  th"  «aine. 

In  our  own  c  unity  there  has  been  ij  the  past  ii  great 
d«nl  of  injudicious  legislation  for  the  est.iiuiHluueut  of 
public  libraries.  Several  States  appropriated  mouey  or 
levied  taxes  for  the  purchase  of  l)ooks,  tnuking  no  pru- 
vision  for  utili/mg  or  preserving  the  booki 
when  bought.  Hence,  millions  of  dollars  were  sp«-nt 
and  a  host  of  district  libraries  were  established;  a  few 
years  saw  th«  ir  contents  scattered  to  the  four  wiuj<  of 
heaven.  liut  the  books  did  gornl  iu  their  day,  aii<l  the 
experience  of  failure  was  not  earned  for  nothiiiir.  LiMer 
laws  are  lull  of  wisdom,  and  pr<  ducc  tlie  grandest  re- 
•ults. 

Massachusetts  and  other  New  Englaml  States  author- 
lac  the  citizens  of  cities,  towns  and  villages  to  tax  them- 
ar Ives  witliiiut  limit  for  library  purposes. 

Ohio  Kmf^s  the  librarv  tax  to  large  cities  ,  and  to  the 
rale  of  cue  tenth  of  a  mill  on  the  dollar. 

Michigan  appropriatti  her  county  huea  to  the  use  of 
lilrariii. 

ll.iuois  authorizes  the  levy  of  one  mill  on  the  dollar  ia 
all  iucoi^orutcil  cities. 

Kew  \ork  Stat*>,  by  a  late  law,  permits  rJtlca,  towne 
and  villages  to  raise  money  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
each  I  f  tliiir  legal  voters  loi  the  foundation  of  libraries, 
and  fifty  cents  annually  thereafter  to  maintain  them. 

I'nilrr  tl'.fse  laws  there  are  flunrishinic  institutlonii  e«> 
tab.i'hed  in  nearly  all  the  principal  ciiiis  in  Kni;Und  and 
Bcoiland;  white,  in  our  countrv,  boston  anu  a  inAJ-irity 
•f  the  cities  and  villages  of  MasNachiisetts,  Ciucinnati 
ai.d  (.Icvfland  in  Ohio,  Detroit  In  Michigan,  and  oili'-r 
minor  places,  have  free  Ubraries  supported  by  'axaticn. 
Ad  of  tbrni  are  flnuii«biiig,  ^ome  of    them    arr    already 

Seat.     (  hleago  is  al>out  to  cpeii  ooe;  New   York    Siacfl 
*  ju<t  pass!  il  a  libiaiy  law  and  we  shaU  doubileaa  soon 
bear  of  iia  resttlM. 
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W  ,V^l''''*";'^""^-'^I'IAN,t(i  tHki-  charKtM.f  tin- iiev. 
»»  Uovldiry  hruiict' of  tin-  Public.  Library.  Musi  be  n 
liiily  i.tKoi'il  adilnKK  and  filmatlnii  cKiiKlfnb  ulmic  iioi 
'i/t«(]('iit;.  Ar>|ilicatioiiK  111  wrltlUK,  Blutliin  aK<',  rosi 
dcuci' and  covLTlut?  ri'fcTenti-9  or  tcstlmoiiluls,  iiiav  b.- 
aUdresHcU  to  the  proHldeiU  of  the  trustt^es  aud  left  wUli 
J"l«    ^'t  Jl'STIN  WTN'SOH,  Siipcdiiti-ndciit. 
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se  montrer  Irop  exigeant. 

Le  roi Machicoulis,  le  pcrsonnago  Idpadairo,  k  la 
fois  idiot  et  fanlaisisto,  qu'on  retro5le*forc^nienl 
dans  toulcs  'es  fticrics  passdos,  pr^senles  et  k  vonir, 
a  proir.is  la  maia  de  sa  fillo  k  colui  des  prdlendanh 
rm  fera  lo  meilleur  lapin  saul6.  Tel  est  lo  dr^but  de 
Taction,  ot  ce  simple  dnono6  vous  semblera  sans 
doule  sufllsant  pour  mo  dispenser  d'enlrcr  ^  cet 
6gard  dans  d'autres  ddtails. 

De  lii  un  tournoi  culinairo  assoz  curieux,  dans  le- 
quel  un  jcune  et  charmant  pCcheur,  rcpr6sent6  par 
M""  Daudoir,  rompo. is  lo  prix ;  mais  le  vainqucur  a 
cru  pouvoir  braver  lo  d^pil  ot  la  colore  de  tous  los 
concurrents  dvinc(^s.  En  cela,  il  s'est  trompcJ. 

L'un  de  ces  concurrents,  un  jeuno  prince,  aussi 
bossu  et  non  moias  disgracid  do  la  nature  que  lo  c6- 
l6bT0  Riqutl  h  la  Iwupve  des  conies  dea  fdcs,  par- 
vient  avcc  I'aide  d'un  gfinie  puissant,  dont  il  est  le 
prol<5g(^,  ^  s'emparer  d'un  pommicr,  arbie  magiquo 
et  mcrveilleux,  dont  les  fruits  d'or  no  sonl  autres  que 
toutcs  los  qualilcs  qui  ont  rendu  la  princesso,  fille 
du  roi  M^idiicoulis,  la  plus  si5iui?anto  et  la  plus'par- 
faitc  dcs  fttmmes. 

C'est  la  priso  ou  la  reprise  do  I'arbro  aiix  pommos 
d'or  qui  *occupo  la  pii^co  enli6re  et  qui  donnc  lieu  ft 
dos  rencontres  imprdvucs  et  k  des  scenes  tout  k  fait 
boulTonnes;  car  chaquo  porame  qu'on  arrache  de 
I'arbro  enlfve  :\  la  princesso  une  de  ses  qualilcs  maf- 
tresscs,  coanme  dirait  M.  Taino,  jusqu'ft  co  qu'enfm, 
au  ddnoilnieut  lout  s'arrangoi  la  plcine  satisfaction 
des  convenances  th^atrales  et  du  public  lui-mCme. 
au  milieu  d'un  concert  d'dclats  de  riro  et  d'opplau- 
dissemcnls. 

NesoyoDS  pas  plus  exigcants  que  ce  public-li  et 
enrt'gislroiis,  sans  auiro  commentaire,  un  succfis 
dans  loque!  acteurs,  aclricos,  ballerines  —  il  y  a  deux 
bnllels  —  (!(5coralours,  costumiers,  etc.,  tous  et  un 
chacun,  apr63  les  auteurs,  bion  cptcndu,  ont  lo  droit 
do  rcveniiiuer  leur  part. 

Avant-hicr,  c'dlait  f(5te  dgalement  aux  antipodes 
du  ChAUnii-d'Eau,  h  I'Odcon.  Une  aclrico,  dcpuis 
loogtcmps  en  Idgilime  renom  au  boulevard  et  qui  a 
naguCiro  pissd  les  pouts,  pour  s'en  aller  chausser  le 
colburno  irngiquo  dans  lo  quarlier  du  Luxembourg, 
fiisait  son  second  ddbut  dans  La  Phecire  de  Racino. 
M"'«  Mario  Laurent  dchangeait  lo  peplum  de  la  reine 
Kiutainmesira  centre  celui  do  la  fillo  do  Minos  et  de 
Pasiphao. 

L'(5preuvft  no  laissait  pas  quo  d'etre  difncilo  et 
m(5mo  pdrilicuso :  car  si  les  qualitds  et  les  d^lauts  do 
M"'"  Laurent  I'ont  puissammcnt  servio  dans  un  pcr- 
sonnago rigoureusemcnl  calqu(5  sur  celui  du  vieil 
Eschylo  et  parlant  un  tant  solt  peu  abrupt  ct  sau- 
vogc,  il  est  tividont  que  Racino,  en  s'inspirant  d'Eu- 
ripido,  nous  a  pi'<}8enl(3  une  Phftdro  beaucoup  plus 
civilisdo. 

Ce  n'est  pas  tout :  il  y  a  dans  co  riMo  magistral  dcs 

traditions  consacrdes  par  d'dclatants  souvenirs  et  qui 

no  sont  pas  prdcisdment  dans  les  cordes  du  talent  de 

jM'""  Laurent,  si  incontcslablo  quo  puisse  Otro  ce 

alent  mdae. 

C'fst  vous  dire  quo  tout  ce  qu'il  y  a  damourcux, 

'dldgiaque,  de  mdlancoliquc  dans  cctto  reine  malgrd 

Isoi,  pcrfide,  incesluouse,  a  pu  laisser  ii  ddsircr  peut 

'ire,  en  quclques  parlies,  sous  les  trails  ct  par  I'or- 

ane  de  ractrice  qui  a  si  bien  porsonnifid  Lucrftco 

iJorgia ;  mais  en  radme  temps,  jo  dois  m'emprcsser 

■'iijoulcr  qu'au  quatri^mo  acto  ello  a  bien  vile  re- 

onquis  ton:'  ses  avaolages  ot  qu'elle  a  6[6  rappelde 

ar  la  salla  onti6re,  avec  un  enlhousiasme  indos- 

ripliblo. 

Allons!  le  sort  en  est  jeld.  Voilft  bien  ddciddment 
la  tragOdio  n'ssuscitdo  el  IrOnant,  diad6me  en  t^te. 
ur  I'uno  ct  I'aulro  rive  do  la  Seine.  Les  ombres  do 
alma  ul  do  M"  '  Duchcsnois  el  Rachel,  qui  sem- 
l:iicnt  I'avoir  amporldo  dans  les  plis  dc  leurs  lin- 
euls  ,  doivinl  en  rttro  toutcs  ioyeuses  dans  les 
iimps-Elysdes. 

^  Quelques  jours  auparavant,  lo  thdfltro  de  TAmbigu 
'« laii  rendu  tribulaire  do  ce  mi^mo  Oddon.  en  lui 
mpruniaiii  un  dramo  do  son  rdpcrloiro  beaucoup 
ii.^ux  placd,  ft  coup  Hlr,  au  boulevard  du  Crimo  nuo 
III-  la  scfcno  du  second  TbdAlre  Frangais.Jo  veux  par- 
lor de  U  Dra^nc  de  (a  rue  dc  In  vaut,  uno  ao  ces  pi6- 
^^■^  judiriaircs  qui  orl  fait  si   longlemps    ilora  au 
<  inps  du  dcroier  rC^ne,  plus  parliculi^remenl  pour- 
tntpousla  forme  duroman  que  sous  cello  du  dramo. 
Com  Tuillade  qui  romplii  f»  rAml^ipu  lo  r61o  dans 
Icquel  Bcrlon  avait  ob.unu  un  rdel  succrs.   II  n'y 
lontre  pas  les  mfimes  qualilds  d'dldgance  el  de  pro- 
ndcur;  mais  son  jeu,  plein  de  norf  ot  de  passion, 
en  a  pas  moins  vivcment  impressionnd  un  audi- 
ire  habitud  ^  I'applaudir,  et  dont  il  est  vrairaent 
attro. 

PormcttC7,  maintenant  que  j'emploie  le  peu  d'es- 
ace  qui  me  .-0810  pour  donnor  aux  lectours  do  Cln- 
Idpendanu  quelquos  nouvcllcs  du  mondo  musical. 
OS  noms  si  aulorises  do  Louis  Lacomhe,  do  Jules 
-ofort,  do  Lamouroux  el  Colblaio,  sonl  lo  meilleur 
asse-porl  dont  jc  puisse  me  servir  dans  celte  cir- 
onslanco. 

Laij.ez-mol  vous  pirler  d'abord  do  la  musiquo 
jconie  par  le  premier  do  CCS  artistes  sur  la  ballade 
u  _eDro  do  Victor  Hugo  :  la  Fiance  du  timonlUr. 

pour  rr?""/'"'^  ^''  ''*''*'  P^"^  ^''^  '^"^^^^^^  »"ai8 

•'"•onr^i'u*^  oar  rorchoslro  ou  le  piano,  ^ndant 

^^v.r,ou™*  ^^'*'^de.  II  y  H  If,  uno  tentative  Is  plus 

''  ^'W  grand  ePfet.  Louis  Lacote  est 


isloireeRassiorLereste  n'csl  que  ddveloppe- 
moot ;  mais  aussi  quel  art  mervoilleuxl  quel  pres- 
tige souvorain  daos  ms  <i6vo)oppement8 ! 

Sans  doute,  ainsi  qu'on  a  pu  ddjJl  le  constaler  Tan 
passd,  ft  pareille  dpoque,  ft  roccasioa  de  la  reprise 
do  Ruy-Blas  ft  I'Oddon,  il  dtait  aisd  de  se  convaincro, 
bier  soir,  qu'unb  perl  ion  du  public,  celle  qui  se 
recrute  particuii6rement  parmi  los  oisifs  et  les  gens 
blasts,  no  laissait  pas  quo  d'etre  ua  peu  ddvoyde 
par  tous  ces  details  de  caractfere  ot  de  passion  dont 
la  gdndration  actuello  est  tout  ft  lait  ddshabitu^e. 

Dame !  ce  n'est  pas  impundment qu'on  assisle,  dc- 
puis quelquos  anndes,  ft  la  raise  en  oeuvre  des  pro- 
cddds  d'unc  dcole  nouvelle  au  thdfltro,  qui,  sous  pr^- 
texte  de  rdalismo  et  pour  n'cntraver  en  aucune  fagon 
la  rapidit6  de  Taction,  en  a  si  bien  siraplilld  tous  les 
rouages  quo  le  moment  est  procho  sans  doute  ou  les 
personnages,  rdduils  ft  Tdtat  de  simples  fanloches,  ne 
feront  plus  qu'dchangor  ensemble  des  formules  161(5- 
grammatiques. 

Houreusoment,  on  commence  ft  voir  delator  des 
signos  manifestos  de  rdaclion  centre  un  pareil  sys- 
t6mo,  qui  serait  la  ndgation  do  Tart.  Ion  reprdsenta- 
tions  do  Marioji  Delorme,  tout  aussi  bien  que  celles 
des  chefs-d'oouvre  consacrdspar  Tadmiration  de  nos 
pferes  sont,  ft  mon  sens,  do  nature  ft  exercer  snr 
lo  goilt  public  la  plus  heurouae  induenee.  A  Theure 
actuello  il  faut  absolument  el  ft  plus  d'un  titre  en  re- 
venir  ft  un  sentiment  plus  raftlo  el  plus  large  do  Tart, 
dans  cellos  do  ses  manifestations  qui  s'a  Iressent  le 
plus  vivemcnt  et  lo  plus  silrcment  aux  foulcs,  p'lr  le 
Ihdftire. 

Aussi  bien,  sans  mdconnailro  le  moins  du  oionde 
le  magoiliquo  dlan  littdrairo,  dont  lo  drarae  ue  Ma- 
rion Delorme  est  issu,  il  n'est  pas  hors  de  propos 
dorappeler  que,  reprdsentd  le  llaoaH831,  sur  la 
sc^ne  de  la  Porto  Saint-Martin,  alors  rivalo  souvent 
tiiomphante  do  la  sc6no  do  la  rue  Richelieu,  ce 
drame,  accueilli  avec  enlhousiasme,  n'eut  ya6ro  plus 
d'une  soixantaine  de  reprdscntations. 

C'dtait,  en  co  temps-lft ,  pour  une  (jcuvro  do  ce 
genre,  presquo  lo  maximum  qu'on  pilt  altei.idre 
mdme  avec  une  interprdtation  hors  ligne,  telle  qu'elle 
rdsultait  surtout  du  concours  de  deux  ai  tisles  on  si 
grand  renom  que  Bocage  et  M"'«Dorval,  dans  les  r61es 
de  Didicr  ot  de  Marion  Delorme.  Les  chomins  do  fer  et, 
il  faut  bien  Tajouter,  les  progrds  do  1  instruction  gd- 
ndrale,  si  incomplets  qo'ils  pussent  dire  encore,  ont 
changd  tout  ccla.  La  multiplication  du  pain  et  du  vin 
aux  noces  do  Cana,  rencontre  tous  les  jours  son 
symbolisme. 

Est-il  besoin  de  vous  rappcler  quo  co  n'est  pas  prd- 
cisdment  la  premidre  fois  que  le  drame  do  Victor 
Hugo,  reprdsentd  hier  soir  ft  la  Comddie  frangaise,  y 
recoit  Thospitalitd  qui  iui  avail  did  ddnido  en  4829? 
Jo  ne  le  pense  pas.  Pourtant,  quand  il  s'agit 
d'une  oeuvre  aussi  importante,  11  me  semblo  que 
ma  iftche  serait  incompldtement  remplie  si  j'o- 
mettais  de  mentionner  ici  les  quelques  reprdsen- 
tations  en  nombro  fort  restreint  dc  Marioti  De- 
lorme qui  furent  aulorisdes  surnotre  promidre  scdne 
ft  une  dpoque  dos  plus  troubldes,  en  1852. 

Cortes,  aprds  plus  do  vingt  anndes,  il  doit  rester 
actuellement  ft  Paris  un  bien  petit  nombro  de  survi- 
vants  des  rares  spectateurs  qui  eurent  la  chance  d'as- 
»ister  ft  quelqu'une  des  reprdscntations  dont  il  s'agit 
Ceux-lft  seuls  ont  pu  voir  ddjft  Got  et  Maubant  dans 
les  rdles  Idgcndaires  do  L'Angely,  lo  boufTon  du  roi 
ct  du  vieux  marquis  de  IVangis,  qu'ils  reprenaient! 
hiersoir,  avectoute  Tautoritd  qui  s'atlachc,  pour  Tun 
comme  pour  Tautre,  ft  des  talents  consacrds. 

Aprds  ce  prdambulo,  dont  j'oso  espdrer  que  vous 
mo  pardonnerez  la  longueur  inusitde-onn'a  pas  sou 
vent  mdme  au  ThdfltroFrancais  de  pareilles  fdles.  — 
je  poursuis  ma  tflche.  sans  chercher  mdme  ft  vous 
donner  une  nomenclature  do  toutes  les  aristocrat ios 
qui  avaicnt  fait  hier  irruption  dans  ia  maison  do  Mo- 
liore.  et  je  compldto  Toxposd  dos  impressions  gdi.d- 
rales  qui  m'ont  paru  se  ddgager  du  milieu  dcvanl  le- 
quol  l9  drame  s'est  ddcould  dcpuis  huit  hcurcs  et  do- 
mie  du  soir  jusqu'aux  environs  d'une  heuro  de  la 
nuit. 

Cost  ft  Tintcrprdtation  du  drame  nalurellement  que 
CCS  impressions  ont  Irail;  car,  en  ce  qui  louche  Ticu- 
vre  du  pocle,  lo  jugoment  est  rendu  dcpuis  un  laps 
(k-  temps,  qui  dquivaudra  bicnldt  ft  un  demi-sidcle  de 
durdo,  et  nu!  spcctcteur  hier  soir,  n'a  p.-ru  disposd  ft 
marchandcr  un  moment,  ft  Manon  Delorme,  le  bre- 
vet do  gloiro  et  d'immortamd  quo  lui  onl  ddcernd 
jadis  les  critiques  les  plus  aulorisds. 

Qu'importe  que  lo  hdros  du  dramo,  quo  Lidier  se 
prdsente  sous  des  coulcurs  byronleiines  fort  ft  la 
mode  au  ddclin  do  la  Reslauration  ct  qui  pouvaient 
n'dlre  pas  absolument  de  mise  en  Tan  de  grftce  1638 
au  temps  du  roi  Louis  XllI  ?  * 

Aulantvaudraitrepiocherft  Corneille  les  concolli 
et  les  allures  castillanes  de  ses  Remains,  ft  Racine  la 
mdtamorphoso  des  figures  grecques  d'llomdro  ct 
d'Euripide,  en  princesses  do  Versailles  et  en  rois  du 
bel  air  et  do  la  galaulerie.  Oa  a  beau  ctre  un  grand 
pocle,  on  restc  toujours  par  quelque  c6td  dc  son 
temps  et  de  son  dpoque. 

Oui  certos,  Didier ,  le  bMard,  Tamouroux  sombre 
et  faUl  de  cotle  courtisaue  cdldbre,  ft  qui  son  amoir 
a  re  ait  uno  virginiid,  Didicr  est  bien  un  enfant  du 
sidcle  qui  a  produil  Rend,  Lara,  Antony,  que  sais-je 
encore?  En  csl-il  moin.s  intdress.ini  pour  cela  '  Voilft 
toutela  quostion,etil  mosemble  qu'elle  est  suOisam- 
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sinds  avec  tant  de  soin  et  dc  goAt  d'ai>rd8  les  et- 
tampesde  la  Bibliotbdque  nationaleet -les  portraits 
historiques  des  peintres  de  ia  premidro  partie  du 
dix-septidme  sidcle?  Co  serait  faire  outrage  ft  Tadmi- 
nistrateur  de  la  Comddie  francai&e ,  qui  a  surveille 
tout  cela  en  personne  el  dont  Tautoritd  en  par«illM 
mati^ros  est  incontestable,  car  lui  aussi  \\  ^  ^6 
peintre. 

Le  ddcor  du  deuxidme  acte,  qui  reprdsente  une  vue 
aulbentique  du  vieux  Blois,  et  celui  du  troisidmo  od 
Ton  voit  un  chftteau  et  un  pare  du  temps  du  l>oa  roi 
licch,  ont  obtenu  de  vifs  suffrages. 

Est-co  tout  ?  Non  pas  certes;  mais  Theure  s'avanc* 
et  puis  voilft  ddjft  bien  de  la  place  prise  aux  cboses 
de  la  politique  qui  ne  vaudra  jamais  celles  de  la  litl^- 
raturo,  n'eat-ce  pas?  quand  il  s'agit  du  premier 
drame  qu'ait  dcrit  pour  le  thdfttre  Tauteur  de  fiuy- 
Bas  do  Lucrice  Borgia,  d'Eernaiii  et  de  Marion  De- 
lorme. 


\\ 


iCorresp. }uatclatr ede  I' Ind^pendance  beige.) 

Pans.      T)  fdvrier. 

PIllaKocle  la  Biblioth^que  et  des  er- 
chlvris  de  In  villi*  ci«  nri-oyea  —  Pour- 
suite  eontre  le  blblloth^eaire. 

Un  procds,  dont  les  ddbats  a'ouvriront  vendred 
prochain  devant  le  jury  de  TAube,  mdrite  Tattcntion 
publique  ft  plus  d'un  titre.  Les  autoritds  municipales 
appeldes  ft  choisir  les  ddpositaires  de  nos  richesscs 
scienliflques,  bibliographiques  et  artistiques,  apprefc" 
dront,  par  Texemple  du  bibliothdcaire  Harmand. 
qu'ellesne  sauraientapportertrop  desollicitudodanf 

10  choix  des  hommes  et  trop  de  surveillance  d.-ms  I© 
contrfilo.  On  nomme  bion  parfois  dcs  commissions, 
mais  les  membres  do  ces  commissions  montren^ 
oux-mdmes  de  la  ndghgence  ou  de  la  limiditd ;  ilt 
craig  nent  do  so  faire  un  ennemi  et  reculent  quand  ij 
s'agit  do  prendre  Tinitiative  d'une  mosure  salutair^. 

La  bibliothdque  do  Troyos  est,  de  Tavis  de  tous  les 
savants,  une  des  plus  riches  do  France,  non  pas  seu- 
loment  par  le  nombre  des  volumes,—  elle  en  compte 
plus  de  cent  mlllo,  —  mais  par  ses  manuscrits  prd- 
ciouxet  sa  collection  d'incunables.  Depuis  bitn  des 
anndes,  le  bruit  s'dtait  rdpandu  qu'elle  dtaii  mtl 
gdrde  et  que  de  nombreuses  ddprddations  s'y  com- 
mettaionl.  Etcependant  quand  la  commission  de  sur- 
voillance  dtait  d'avis  do  rdvoquer  !o  bibliothdcaire  ou 
du  moins  de  le  mettre  ft  la  retraito,  on  so  borna  I 
renvoyer  le  porlior  de  la  bibliothdque,  dont  les  rd- 
vdlations  avaient  jetd  quelque  lumidre  sur  les  ddprd- 
dations ddjft  constatdes  ft  cette  dpoque. 
J)djft,  en  1848,  la  publication  de  documents  relatifs 
ftlaprocdduro  criminelle  dirigdo  centre  Libri,  con- 
damnd  depuis  par  contumace,  avail  fait  connaflre 
qjie  des  livres  et  pidces  rares  avaient  did  souslraits 
de  ce  ddp6t  public  et  vendus  ft|Tdtranger. 

Dds  cette  dpoque  on  aurait  pu  se  demander  si  les 
ddprddations  commisesparLibri  avaient  did  facilitdes 
par  la  connivence  ou  tout  au  moins  Tincurie  du  con- 
servateur.Harmand,  ddjft  en  fonctions  ft  cette  dpoque, 
est  aujourd'hui  inculpd  de  crimes  de  mdme  n.<ture. 

Au  cours  de  1872,  un  recolement  out  lieu  par  le.* 
soins  du  sous-bibliothdcaire.  II  amena  la  ddcouverte 
do  pidces  et  d'opuscules  cachds  dans  de  vieux  in- 
folios.  L'instruction  fut  requise  lo  24  aoOt ;  ello  con- 
llrma  les  soupcons  depuis  longtemps  dveillds  dans. 
Tesprit  des  hommes  les  plus  compdtents  de  la  loca- 
litd,  notamment  dcs  membres  de  la  commission  de 
surveillance  de  la  bibliothdque.  Ces  soup(;on8  por- 
taienl  sur  le  conservateur  lui-mdme. 

Harmand,  aprds  avoir  did  profcssour  au  colldgo  de 
Troyes,  a  dtd  nommd  bibliothdcaire  do  la  villc  en 
iHii.  Depuis  lors  toutes  les  richesses  de  la  biblio- 
thdque ont  dtd  dans  ses  mains  malhcurcuseraenl 
sans  contrftle.  Ce  n'est  qu'on  1862  qu'a  dtd  placde  | 
c6td  do  lui,  par  lo  maire  de  la  ville,  la  commission  do  • 
surveillance. 

11  rdsulle  do  l'instruction  quo  Ic  conservateur  Har- 
mand avail  des  moeurs  relftchdes.  Marid,  pdro  de 
famille,  il  avail  ft  pourvoir  ft  des  ddpcnscs  sccrdtcs 
ddpassant  de  beaucoup  ses  rossourccs  de  fortune  ot 
ses  rovenus.  A  cdld  de  cek.  il  dtait  d'une  incuno  et 
d'un  ddsordre  notoires.  Peu  labcrieux,  cmprunlant 
de  tous  les  cdtds,  il  a  fini  par  chercher  dans  la  tio 
lation  du  ddpiM  qui  lui  dtait  conlid  et  dans  un  trafic 
criminel  les  moyens  de  satisfaire  ft  oes  besoms  im- 
moraux. 

La  commission  de  surveillance  avail  voulu  assuror 
le  eontrdlo  lant  de  la  comptabilitd  de  la  bibliothdque 
que  de  la  conservation  des  livres.  Elle  exigea  la  con. 
feclion  d'loventairos  et  de  recolement.  el  surtout 
Testampillago  de  tous  les  livres.  Ilarmand  ne  se  sou- 
mil  qu'avec  rdpugncnce  ft  ces  mosures;  il  en  entravs 
mdme  autant  qu'il  dtait  en  lui  Texdcution. 

En  1866,  un  fait  grave  so  rdvdia  :  un  hbraire  da 
Troyes,  Robert  Dufey  publiait  un  cntaioguo  de  livres 
et  imprimds  anciens  qu'il  raetlait  en  venle  Ce  cata- 
logue, qui  contenaitTindication  d'une  foulo  d'articles 
rares,  dtait  fait  avec  uno  drudilion  qui  irahissa.t  It 
mnio  dun  bibliophilo-dmdnte.  Six  catPlor- es  sem 
blables  furent  do  1866  ft  1869ainsi  lancds  dans  la  cir- 
culation; ils  renfermaient  ure  sdrie  do  l,l>7;.nurad- 
ros  ct  le  total  des  prix  marquds  s'dlcvait  ft  1 4  Ji  2  fr 
La  commission  s'dtonna.t  qu'une  collection  dc  raret4s 
lelle  que  la  vie  cniidre  do  plusieurs  amateurs  suffi^ 
salt  ft  peine  pour  la  former  se  irouvai  tout  5  coun 
rdunie  dans  b  mam  d'un  libraire  sans  im.ort'm  ' 
sans  drudilion  bii)liographique.  "U'un.n    . 
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Oes  commissaires  ^taieut  convaincu*  <|ue  bon 
wombre  des  pieces  de  ce  catalogue  provenait  de  la 
biblidhdque  de  la  ville  de  troyes.  Au  surplus,  le 
portier  de  la  bibliothSque,  Antoioe,  avail  t6\^6  des 
fails  trds-graves ;  une  communication  existaH  eoiro 
la  bibliolhdque  el  lliabilation  de  M.  Harmand;  Antoine 
affiraiail  avoir  vu  le  libraire  Dufey  enlever  i  plusieurs 
reprises,  dans  une  voiture  ^  bras,  des  charges  de 
livres  de  cetle  maison.  Le  maire  ayant  fait  fermer  les 
portes  de  communication,  Antoine  avail  vu  le  biblio- 
th&saire  pdn6trer  par  une  fen^tre,  el  k  I'aide  d'une 
iichelle,  dans  la  biblioth^qne. 

Ces  ftils,  joints  k  la  mutilation  do  cerla-ns  ou- 
vrages,  provoqudrent  I'mtention  de  demander  la  roise 
d  la  retraile  du  biblioth^cairo.  D'aulres  invoqaferenl 
en  (aveur  de  M.  Harmand  ce  qu'ils  appelaient  ses 
longs  services;  on  h^sila  et,  en  fin  de  compte,  on  se 
d6cida  k  envover...  Anloine,  le  porf^er,  dont  la  pro- 
biW  n'6lail  pas  suspecl6e,  mais  qui  avail  trop  parld. 

Peu  de  temps  apr6s  on  conslata  de  nouvelles  dis- 
Daritions.  L'information  judiciaire  s'ouvril  enfin  le 
24  aoQl  dernier  et  elle  a  r6uni  des  preuves  d'infiddlitd 
de  toutes  sortes. 

Pour  se  restreindre  aux  d(5tournemenls  commlg 
depuis  dix  ans,  —  les  seuls  que  la  justice  ait  aujour- 
d'hui  le  droit  do  poursuivre,  —  les  fails  sent  trds- 
nombreux. 

Ce  sont  d'abord  desjinfiddlit^s  dans  I'emploi  des 
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sa  lecture  habiluelle,  avaient-iis  d^veloppd  les  ten- 
dances naturelles  de  eel  esprit  vif  el  gtjuailleuf . 

Comme  bibliothticaire,  Harmand  n'avaitque  l.KOO  fr. 
de  Iraitement.  On  pretend  que  le  portier  Antoine  se 
faisait  un  pen  plus  en  cumulant  avec  ses  gages  les 
pourboires  des  amateurs  Strangers  qui  ne  traver- 
saient  pas  Troyes  sans  visiter  sa  pr^cieuse  biblio- 
th6que  II  est  vrai  que  Harmand  restait  professeur  au 
lyc^e  de  la  viUe  et  donnait  des  repetitions. 

Quant  k  ses  relations  avec  Gertrude  Dauphin,on  en 
pensera  ce  qu'on  voudra ;  disons  cependant  que  de- 
moiselle Gertrude  avail  61  ans  el  que  le  vieux  biblio- 
tb6caire  consacrail  k  la  lecture  les  soirees  qu'il  pas- 
sail  avec  elle. 

La  sallo  est  trop  petite  pour  contenir  tons  les 
cunoux.  Le  prdfet.  M.  Cambon.  et  le  commandant 
muupjre  du  depariemenl  assislent  k  I'audience.  f»'(Jie- 
gantos  Troyeunes  occupenl  les  tribunes. 

Au  pied  de  la  cour  sont  dispos^es  de  vastes  tables 
couverteedm-IoUos,  d'in-quartos.  de  fascicules  el  de 
plaqueltos  (pour  prendre  le  style  bibl-ographique), 
la  Pluparl  recouverts  d'un  parcherain  qjiala  blan- 
cheur  et  I'dclat  de  I'ivoire.  Quelques-uns  de  ces 
fascicules  ont  une  valeur  qui  d^passe  leur  poids 
dor  Les  imprimis  surtoul,  qui  sont  k  la  fois  «  incu- 
nables  «  el  6grillards,  alteigneni,  paratt-il,  des  prix 
fibuleux :  telle  est  la  «  Rencontre  de  deux  cocus;  « 
« 1  Oraison  de  Mars  aux  dames  de  la  cour ;  »  «rArr«t 
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sans  autorisation  do  la  commission,  d'exemplaires 
en  double. 

Quant  aux  dilapidations  bibliographigues ,  I'on- 
qufite  judiciaire  s'esl  reconnue  incapable  de  consta- 
tations  compl(itcs.  Les  experts  ont  da  borner  leur 
lAche  li  la  constatalion  de  preuves  en  nombre  assez 
abondant  pour  les  besoins  de  rinstruclion.  M.  Bau- 
drillart,  I'iaspecteur  gdndral  des  bibliothtiques,  con- 
cluait  quo  sept  k  huit  cents  volumes  au  moins 
avaieat  etd  lacdr^s. 

Les  soustractions  per  iect  sur  des  recueils  de  pam- 
phlets et  de  pidces  rares  remontant  souvent  aux  pre- 
miers temps  de  rimprimerie  Une  main  barbare  a 
tecer*  ces  prdcieux  volumes,  fendu  ou  coupe  les 
dos.  disjoint  les  nervures,  arrache  les  fascicules, 
puis  raocommode  les  reliures.  Aussi  a-t-on  saisi  au 
domicile  de  Harmand  un  appareil  d'outils,  de  papier, 
de  Ills  et  d'objets  ii  I'osage  des  relieurs  et  des  bou- 
quinistes,  en  m^me  temps  quo  des  feuUleU  arntchte 
.-Jlfr.vifiUX  Uvres.  des  plaquettes  enley6e&  de  fa»oi- 
cules  ancieos,  des  enveloppes  de  parchemin  desti- 
odes  k  recevoir  des  pieces  lac^rees,  des  documents 
hisloriques,  dont  le  plus  grand  nombre,  paralt-ii, 
appariient  k  r6poque  de  Louis  Xlll. 

Les  avettx  du  libraire  Dufey  ont  fini  par  apporter 
de  nouvelles  Inmi^res  k  la  justice.  On  a  saisi  aussi 
des  livros  dans  le  carrel  d'an  siour  FreauU  ou  ie 
vieux  bibUolhecaire  so  rendait  souvent  avec  une 
flllQ  Dauphm,  son  ancienne  domestique. 
Une  ooUedion  prdcieuse  6tait  celle  du  president 


i;e8;«  «Ordre  des  cocus  reformds.  >.  Deux  opuscules 
joueronl  au&si  un  grand  r61e  dans  ces  dObats,  ce 
sont  :  le  «  Speculum  virorum  religiosornm,  »  el  la 
«  Receoh.on  du  docteur  Mathanasius  ». 

Nous  avons  dejJl  resume  les  fails  qui  ferment  la 
base  do  I'accusalion ;  resumons  la  defense  de  Har- 
mand teUe  qu'elle  resulle  de  rinlerrogatoire. 

M.  LE  ra^siDENT.  Quaud  en  1842  vous  avez  ete 
appeie  k  la  conservation  de  la  bibliolhOque  de  la 
viile,  no  vous  eies-vous  pas  rendu  compte  de  I'im- 
portanco  du  dep6t  qui  vous  etail  confie  ? 

HARVAND.  Je  me  suis  occupe  du  catalogue  des 
manuscrits  qui  n'avail  jamais  ete  fail. 

—  Jusqu'en  186i  vous  dies  resie  seul.  A  cetle  epo- 
que  on  vous  a  adjoint  uae  commission  avec  laquelle 
vous  vous  eles  trouve  en  divergence  de  vuos? 

—  Pas  precisdmeDt.  Seulement  i'a-  constat^  qu'elle 
avait  de  mauvaises  dispositious  k  mon  dgard. 

—  Bile  avait  une  mission  tr6»-Idgitime.  vous  1« 
reconnattres,  c'dUiit  d'assurcr  la  ootmervaiioa  de   la 

biblioth^ue.  ^  ^    ...... 

—  Trte-bien ;  co  qui  n'oropficho  que  son  hosiuiie 
s'est  de  suit©  r6v6\6e  dans  les  petits  rapporU  relalifs 
iTen^nloides  fonds  et  qui  n'eiaient  pas  loujours 
d'un  style  trcs-parletnontaire.  Je  u'ai  pas  rencontre 
Chez  ces  hommes  le  charme  qu'on  est  en  droit  d  at- 
tendre  d'une  reunion  de  personnes  qui   ont    les 

memos  goOls.  •    j        • 

—  Cost  que  la  commission  croyait  avoir  dos  rai- 

sons  de  defiance 


une  ooiiecuon  preuiouBo  oia.w  w..,,  Tr/  x7i« 
BoQhier,  dont  Harmand  s'euit  bien  garde  de  reveler 
I'exislence.  Un  erudit  do  Troyes.M.  le  bibliophile  As- 
tiw,  avail  en  i854  compulse  une  curieuse  collection 
rtanie  el  relieo  en  «4  volumes,  conlenant  une  foule 
de  pieces  rarissimes,  et  en  avait  dresse  le  catalogue. 
C'esl  k  I'aide  de  ce  catologue,  communique  a  M.  Bau 
drillart,  qu'on  a  constate  des  acles  de  depredations  et 
d«  vnndalisme,  qui  font  le  desespoir  des  erudits. 

U  bibliolh^ue  de  Troyes  possedait  aussi  une 
imporunte  coUection  de  gravures  et  de  portraits 
-historiquos  de  la  belle  6poque  de  Vecole  franc&'se. 
Harmand  a  aussi  porte  la  main  sur  ce  fonds.  11  a  ete 
Misi  Chez  lui  six  portraits  du  graveur  Nanleuil,  no- 
timaenl  un  Maiarin  qui  rapproche  de  son  recueil 
originaire  s'y  adaple  parfailemcnl,  un  portrait  de 
Mane  de  Lorraine,  princesse  de  Joinville,  cello  d'un 
medallion  de  Loi'is  XIV,  etc. 

Le  bibliothecairo,  mis  en  demcure  de  s'expliquer, 
aocttse  le  concierge  Antoine  que  son  ignorance  cou- 
vnrail  d'ailleurs,  s'il  n  avail  pour  lui  sa  repulaiion  de 
probiie;  il  accuse  aussi  le  bibliophile  Apsicr  qui 
anrait  comn^'s,  dit-il,  d'infftmcs  machinaUon*  pour  le 
penire. 

Ce  qui  est  cerlain,  c'esl  que  le  prejudice  cause  k  la 
blbliolhftaue  est  irreparable  el  depasse  de  beaucoup 
le  bAiefice  que  I'accuse  en  a  lire. 

Harmand  n'aurail  pas  borne  ses  detonrncraenls  aux 
richesses  de  la  biblioth^ue  de  Troyes.  Les  experts 
ont  tronvd  dos  pi6ces  proveoani  dos  archives  du 
d^riement  do  I'Aube,  des  arcbives  muDicipalos  et 
hospitali^res  do  Troyes  el  mome  du  depOi  des  ar- 
(^ves  judiciaires. 

Les  archives  do  I'Aube  ooniiennent  une  foule  de 
documents  iniercssaois  pour  Thisloire  locale  oi  m^mo 
po«r I'hisloire  de  Kraoce.  Cos  hcht-sses.  aujour.il.Oi 
class'^  el  oalaloguecs,  ont  M  laiwecs  auircloi*  A 
Tabaodoa.  B«>aucoup  de  pieces  deioun36\>  par  Hir- 
mand  porten.  encore  leur  scoau 
On  die  per  mi  les  pidees  s^j^lraites  un  •  cc3s»?f 


-  Du  resle,  ces  hommes  n'aimaient  pas  les  livres, 
ne  les  connaissaienl  pas ;  sauf  deux  ou  trois,  les  au- 
tres  n'et^ient  que  du  remplissage... 

-  Du  remplissage,  dites-vous  ? 

-  Tout  simplemenl;  ce  n'6laienl  pas  des  connais- 

seurs.  ...  j^ 

-  Vous  n'cn  aviez  qu'une  latitude  plus  grande. 

-  Ah  •  pardon ;  cost  qae,  tout  ignoranls  qu'ils 
euient,  ils  voulaient  para'ire  savoir  el  s  log^raienl 
dans  lout.  Aiiisi  ils  empechaiecl  des  achats  de  livres 
utiles  pour  se  procurer  des  lis  res  selon  leur  fan- 

taisie... 

-  Vous  les  enlendrcz,  du  rcste. 

-  Je  ne  demande  pas  mieux  et  jo  leur  dirai  ce 
qa'ils  ignoraient,  c'esl  qu'on  n'acheie  pas  dec  livres 
au   hasard   pour    une  bibliolh^quo  publique,   on 
acheie  des  livres  pour  rorrpietcr  les  caulogues. 
Aulieu  de  cela,  t.is  braves  gens  s'enleadaient.    - 
C'esl  comme  cela  dans  ces  peliles  soci6i6s  do  pro- 
vince -  L'un  dil :  Passc-raoi  la  rhubarbe,  je  le  p??- 
serai'lesene.  L'un  avail  la  inanie  des  faiences,  ne 
revail  que  pots  ebrechts;  il  voulail  des  ouvrages  de 
ceramiQue.  L'auire  preiendail  se  connaiiro  en  poin- 
lures  el  demandail  un  abonnemenl  k  la  (.azello  des 
l)caux-»rU...  C  est  alosi  qu'ils  enlenda.cnl  fairc  ser- 
vir  la  b'bliolht^quc  k  Iturs  passion?. 

les  choses  msrchaienl 


W  30  figurent  dans  le  cplalogue  du  libraire  Dufay. 

Un  expert  chimiste  est  parvenu  k  faire  revivre  les 
caractit^res  effaces,  co  qui  a  fbrt  sui'pris  Harmand. 
^  t'Accust.  J^admets  lout  cc  que  dit  M.  Lalanno, 
j'admire  mt5me  beaucoup  son  travail ;  c'esl  vraimenl 
un  beau  travail  qui  prouve  de  la  methode  et  de 
reruditlonv  mais  cela  ee  proitve  absolumcnl  Hen. 
le  be  dis  pas  qu'au  nombre  des  livres  ou  plaquettes 
vendus  par  moi,  il  n'y  en  ait  pas  en  petit  nombre  qui 
aient  appartenu  k  la  biblioth6que,  mais  je  ne  sais 
m  quand  ni  par  qui  ces  pieces  oht  ete  "deiourhees. 
Tout  le  toonde  t  tripole  dans  cette  aUaire. 

M.  LE  t^iiEsiDENT.  Qu'cntcndcz  VOUS  dire  par  P? 

l'accuse.  Mon  Dieu,  j'entcnds  dire  que  les  saisies 
ont  ete  mal  laites.  On  a  enleve  des  livres  de  chez  moi 
sans  invenlflirei  sana  ronslatation,  sans  precaution; 
on  a  pu  y  fourrer  les  pieces  qu'on  a  voulu.  On  a  traite 
le  transport  de  ces  livres  comme  si  c'etail  de  la 
paille  ou  du  foin.' 

—  Voire  syst^me  en  arrive  done  k  incriminer  la 
procedure  et  les  magistrals.  Niez-vous  avoir  fail  des 
graltagos? 

—  Je  le  nio. 
D.  E.  cependant  chaque  grattage  correspond  k  une 

pi6ce  enlevee?  Seulement  vous  ignoriez  i'existence 
des  fiches  ayant  servi  au  catalogue  el  reieguees  au 
grcDior.  Si  vous  I'aviez  connue,  vous  cussicz  nro- 
cede  autremenl. 

~  C'esl  h  une  supposition  de  voire  part  ct  peu 
gracieuse. 

—  11  est  de  mon  devoir  de  la  fairc. 
On  entend  les  leraoins. 

M.  cossENET,  chanoiue  dc  la  cathedrale  ct  presi- 
dent 6o.  la  commission  tie  surveillance,  conslaie  que 
plus  de  60,000  volumes  sont  resies  sans  Otrc  eslam- 
pilies,  que  les  catalogues  n'etaienl  pas  reguheremenl 
tonus,  que  le  bibliothecaire  a  montre  du  mauvais 
vouloir  k  executer  les  resolutions  de  la  commission 
Des  640  fascicules  coraposanl  la  calleclion  du  pr^^si- 
denl  Bounier,  148  ont  ^te  dislraiis,  et  sur  co  nombre 
30  se  sont  retrouves  sur  le  catalogue  des  livres  que 
1  accuse  a  fail  vendre  k  la  librairie  Dufay. 

L'accuse  se  borne  k  dire  qu'il  est  diflflcile  de  rd- 
pondro  k  un  pareil  sf>rmon  en  10  ou  12  points. 

M.  CHALLsaisT,  ancioo  grefTier  du  iribuoai.   se- 
crdlaire  de  la  commission,  rt^ponJ  aux  lacrimtnation^ 
dirig^s  par  Vaccu»A   conti-e    le   poruor  Aaioia«  c|im^ 
^tait    absoluniont  inrapablo    de    Bavoir  ie  prix  <lu  t 
Iksciculo  ;  car   tel   <h>rit  do  I47n  vaui  inflnimoni  inci 
qu'un  autre  ^ril  du  scixi^mo  Biv>cln'.  one  plwquotto 
huit  paKOS  vaut  millo    fpanca   alora    qu'uo 
de  La  mfimo  dpoquo  vaudra  SO  «<>u».  Il  o*[ 
missible  qu'Anlomo  ail  spoilt  la  biblioi'  «"^<iuo. 

Lc  sous- bibliothecaire  skcaro,  lout  en  rendaol 
juslice  k  la  probiie  d'Anloine,  dilquH  ^^^ 
desespoir,  brouillant  leus  les  livres,  lee  repitC«tt 
au  gre  dc  sa  fanlaisie  ou,  d'apr^  oertainee  analogiee 
de  rehires.  Par  son  fait  des  livres  egarte  le  soil 
trouves  pt.-dus  pendant  des  aonecs  poor  le  pebiic,  U 
eiail  aussi  assez  insoleni.  11  avail  tttWlAtWirjni 
l'accuse  peneire r  dans  la  bibUolhAqoe  per  la  fsottre 
i  I'aide  d'une  echelle. 

L'ACCUSE.  Cost  possible  k  T^wque ou  je  laiUais 
ma  vigne  et  oCi  jo  vaa4liieiii 
On  entend  axtoi.«.  Ceel  un  iMMiae  At 
ans,  ^  I'expresstfm  oa 


cmq 


C'esl,  dii-il.  k  I'epoqM  ou  M.  le  •aire  a  fail  farmer 
la  porte  de  oommunicalion  eotre  U  bibliMheqoe  el  sa 
domeure.  quo  M.  HummA  m'ea  a  if^im.  J'avais  den 


el  cela  ra'a\:iil  paru 
faire  une  marque  sur 


—  El  vous  irouvez  que 
mieux  quand  vous  ^tiez  seul? 

—  iDconlesiablcrcenl. 

—  En  11^9,  une  prrnil^re  mesure 

Ire  vous ' 

—  Oui.  sous  preitxle  d'etablir  une  b'bholhf^que 
pour  les  ouvricrs  ou,  commo  ils  disaionl.  une  bi- 
biiolhcque  pitpuJaire,  ils  m'onl  depossede  d'une 
Pi^oj  el  fail  Tiurcr  un.j  porlc  de  communicalion. 

Is  prrii  H  rl  \k  un  preiextc  poll. 
_  Poll '  Jt  i,'  .-ais  iror .  Kn  1870,  ils  onl  fal  co  qiw 
u'Eiai  AQloinc,  car  c'esl  hi  qui 
Chalnicl  n'a  ru  que  le  role  de 


ete  prise  con-  | 


j'appelte  io  coup 
l*avait  ofitanise ;  M 


tw.ift'  d©  e<*rtMToric    Us  ava-.eni  pns  1 1  cU[  ''•*  '»» 


domeure,  quo  M.  HefBMWl 

remarque  qu'il  sc  cachail  poor  empofttr  d«  uvres, 
drdle;  suesi  avais-h  eu  soio  de 
le  rayon  k  reodnil  du  livre 
disparu.  C'es»  ainsi  que  I'ai  vj  qo'il  itlil  oalev* 
des  pages.  Du  resle.  M  Corr^rd  4e  BrsbM  a^^ 
recommande  la  sji  veillance.  i.  ■"■"•*  -5 J! 
voulail  aussi  parce  gj';'  MWl  que  sa  fllle  s«l»ii 

plaint  k  moi  de  sa  condnii" 

LAccist.  Cel  hom«eesl  un  mot^arl. 

M  IE  pi(#.siMirr.  Soil ;  aais  t  M  i^Mft' 
mcnt  mouchawl,  Mr  on  I'avirtlitoiiae 
veiller. 

i/Accist.  Cel  homae  ert  xm  nwt^r; 
(\6]k  denonce  en  18W  eomme  na  homtte 
parce  que  M.  Ulbich  dUil  ▼«-"«.  *  I'^potpwi 
lions,  avec  des  amis  tisil«r  ma  biWk^ii^^n  ©^ 
ne  lis  mt^me  pas  \m  JwffWW. 

—  II  narah  c<»iBJint  ^WfWiw 

—  Jo  ne  Mi*  '^  ^e  ^m  fwfct  j»^  i 
■- 1 ACBAt©  iJ  'e  pf^^m  ▼*«!  piri«r  du  Firf^ 

—  Ah !  t,'«l  vrai,  m  oelit  i"v"»»l  rJi  a  slttiP*  Wi 
le  mmd9  ^  m'a  fail  ani  ft.pnalliiii.  W«  n^  i^  •' 
aie  pas  #crH  one  ligov,  en  wH,  wi^Wt. 

.ii^rroimi.  Voos  vous  d^fen  1« 
mieux  ftre  ism  ma  po«mon  que  d»«<  Is  s(Mn, 
i.'AccisE  Je  l«  crois  biw.  <$o«nres  ) 
^xTontr..  Voes  r'      •  'lil  pwdre  ^p»f-* 
i; ACf  r«^..  ?*on. '-  oad«?«ie  de  U  mWo 

voulu.  ' 

U  femme  ktmim  §M*r«»  le  UmoiiBtga  m  ^ 


MdiMeM:j*Mfl 
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tbdc  ire  pdnil-lrer  par  une  fentJlre,  et  S  I'aide  d'une 
cchelb,  d3:;s  la  biblioUidqae. 

Ces  hits,  joir.ts  d  la  raulilaticn  dvj  cerla-ns  )u- 
vragof,  provoyuftreut  rmtention  de  dcmander  la  roise 
^  la  retraiio  du  bib!i«iib6cairo.  D'aiitres  invoqadrent 
en  (avpur  de  M.  Harraand  ce  qu'iis  appelaient  ses 
iongg  services,  on  h^sita  et,  en  fin  de  conptc,  on  se 
d^nda  k  renvover...  Anloinc,  le  portier,  dont  la  pro- 
bit^  c'^lait  pas  suspecl6e,  mais  qui  avail  trop  pari6. 
Peu  delempr.  aprfts  on  constata  de  nouvelles  dis- 
paritions.  L'informaiion  judici^iie  s'ouvril  cnfia  le 
2i  aoOl  dernier  et  elle  a  r^uni  des  preuvca  d'infid(5iil6 
de  toutes  so.  les. 

Pour  se  restreiodre  aux  ddtoumemenls  commis 
depuis  dix  ans,  —  \*)s  ;,eul8  que  la  justice  ait  aujour- 
d'hui  le  droit  do  poursuivre,  —  les  fails  sont  tr6s- 
nombreux. 

Ce  sont  d'abord  desjinfid^lit^s  dans  reraploi  des 
fonds  destines  ^  I'achat  dc  livres,  puis  c'est  la  vente, 
sans  autorisation  do  la  commission,  d'exenplaires 
en  double. 

Quant  aux  dilapidations  bib!'ographi(ijes,  I'on- 
qu(3le  judiciaire  s'est  reconnue  incapable  de  consta- 
tations  completes.  Les  uxperls  ont  di\  borucr  leur 
tiche  k  la  conslatalion  de  preuves  en  nombre  i^ssez 
aboDdant  pour  les  besoins  de  I'instruction.  M.  Bau- 
drillarl,  I'isspecteur  gdn^ral  des  bibliolhuques,  coa- 
cluait  que  sept  k  huit  cents  volumes  au  tooins 
avaioni  6td  lac^rds. 

Les  souslractions  poiient  sur  des  recueils  de  pam- 
phlets et  de  pieces  rares  remontant  souvent  aux  pre- 
miers temps  de  rimprimerie  Une  main  barbare  a 
lacdr^  ces  pr6cieux  volumes,  fendu  ou  coup6  les 
dos,  disjoint  les  nervures,  arrachd  les  fascicules, 
puis  raccommod^  les  reliures.  Auesi  a-t-on  saisi  au 

domicile  de  llermand  un  ai.pareil  d'outila.  da  papier. 


I'oaaera  cq  qu'cn  voudra ;  disons  cependant  que  de 
moiselle  ''.ertrude  avail  61  ans  et  que  le  vieux  biblio 
thdcaire  consacrait  k  la  lecture  les  soirees  qu'il  pas 
sail  avec  el!e. 


— ^1 


La  sallo  est  trop  pellte  pour  coitenir  tous  les 
curioux.  Le  prdfet,  M.  Cambon,  et  le  commandant 
militaire  cu  d^partemcnl  assistenl  k  I'audience.  O'iSl^- 
ganlos  Troyennas  occupent  los  tribun'M. 

Au  pied  de  la  eour  sont  dispop^os  de  vastcs  tables 

couveftesd'in-lolios,  dm-quarf^s,  de  fascicules  et  de 

plaquettes  (pour  prendre  le  style  bibKogr^phique), 

la  plupart  reconverts  d'un  parcherain  qui  a  la  blan- 

cheur  el  I'dclal  do   Tivoiro.  Quelques-uns  de  ces 

fascicules  ont  une  valour  qui  d^passe  leur  poids 

d'or.  Les  imprimds  surtoul,  qui  sont  k  la  fois  «  inca- 

ijaoles  >  et  ^griliards,  atteignent,  paratl-il,  des  prix 

fibulcux :  telle  est  la  «  Rencontre  de  deux  cocus;  » 

« I'Oraison  de  Mars  aux  dames  de  la  cour ;  »  al'Arrtt 

qui  permet  aux  sei  vantes  de  coucher  avec  leurs  mal- 

tres;»  «Ordre  des  cocug  reform6s.  »  Deux  opuscules 

joueront  aussi  un  grand  r61e  dans  ces  d6bals,  ce 

sont  :  le  «  Speculum  virorum  religiosornm,  »  et  la 

«<  Reception  du  docteur  Malhanasms  ». 

Nour  avons  d6lk  rdsum^  les  fails  qui  formenl  la 
base  do  Taccusalion ;  r^sumons  la  defense  de  Har- 
mand  telle  qu'elle  r6sulte  de  rinterrogatoire. 

M.  LE  PRcsiDENT.  Quaud  cn  1842  vous  avez  M 
appel^  k  la  conservation  de  la  bibliothc^que  de  la 
ville,  ne  vous  6tes-vous  pas  rendu  comple  de  I'im- 
portance  du  ddp6t  qui  vous  6tail  confid  ? 

HARMAND.  Je  me  suis  occupy  da  catalogae  des 
ma'.iuscrits  qui  n'avait  jamais  6td  fait. 

~  Jusqu'en  1863  vous  files  rest^  seul.  A  cette  ^po- 
que  on  vous  a  adjoint  une  commission  avec  laquolle 
vous  vous  e les  trouv6  en  divergence  de  vues? 

—  Pas  pr4cia«n»ent.  S(^iUaL»A»«»t  !>*  •pga***^ 


IJJaiS    jD    IIU  ^c^l9 


ni  quanit  ui  p-r    li  ces  pieces  oht  6[6  d(5tourii6ed. 
Tout  le  &0.«J.:  a    ;pot6  dans  celle  alVaire. 

M.  LE  fiiB!»ii>fcjVT.  Ou  enienc^r/,  voub  dire  par  1*? 

-  'accuse.  Mon  Dieu,  j'entends  dire  que  los  saisies 


ont  616  rjal  laites  u.:  a  enlev6  des  livres  de  chca  moi 
sans  inventPire.  sans  conslatation,  sans  pr(^ution; 
on  a  pu  y  fourrer  les  pieces  qu'on  a  voulu.  On  a  traits 
le  transport  de  ces  livres  comrae  si  c'(5tait  de  la 
paille  ou  du  foin.- 

—  Voti^  syst^me  en  arrive  done  k  incriminer  la 
procdduie  et  les  magistrals.  Niez-vous  avoir  fait  des 
gratlages? 

—  Je  le  nie. 

D  Et  cependant  chaque  grattage  correspond  k  -no 
pi6ce  enlevde?  Seulement  vous  ignoriez  i'existence 
des  fiches  ayant  servi  au  catalogue  et  rel<§gu6es  au 
grenicr.  Si  vous  I'aviez  connuc,  vous  cussicz  pro- 
c6i6  autremenl. 

—  C'est  Ik  une  supposition  de  voire  part  ct  peu 
gracieuse. 

—  II  est  de  mon  devoir  de  la  fairc. 
On  entend  los  t^moins. 

M.  cossENET,  chauoine  de  la  cath^drale  ct  presi- 
dent de  la  commission  de  surveillance,  constate  que 
plus  de  60,000  volumes  sont  rest^s  sans  (5tre  estam- 
pill6s,  que  les  catalogues  n'^taienl  pas  r^uli6rement, 
lenus,  que  le  biblioth^caire  a  montr^  du  mauvais 
vouloir  k  executor  les  resolutions  de  la  commission. 


dvdii,  i^n  eroignanriesMuf.s,  proioge  acux  series  de 
cat£loguc,  les  defk  plus  importanles,  la  s(Jrie  de 
I'hisloij't'  el  c'^U'^  de  la  theologie.  C'en  etait  assez 
pour  tJtabhr  an  contrdle  accablant  et  retrouver  ce 
que  les  ralures  de  J'accusb  sembiaient  avoir  aneanii 
k  jamais.  Or,  ces  ralures  etaient  faUes  avoc  un  aoin, 
une  perfecUon,  un  an  k  d(3se8p(*-rer  tous  les  cflorts! 
A  quoi   tionnent  l^^e  />K/%-.-~    — 


mtmW  «u**U« 


Des  640  fascicules  composant  la  collection  du  presi- 
dent Bounier,  448  ont  6l6  distraits,  et  sur  ce  nombre 
30  se  sont  retrouves  sur  le  catalogue  des  livres  que 
I'accuse  a  fait  vendre  k  la  libraiiie  Dufay. 

L'accusd  86  borne  k  dire  qu'il  est  diflRcile  de  rd- 
pondre  k  un  pareil  sermon  en  iO  ou  iS  points. 

ancien   «reffior  du   trijkswal. .  m»- 


bictoriques.  don»   le^plaa    grand    nombr* 

apparliont  a  r^poque  de  Loois  Mil- 

Les  aveux  du  hbraire  Dufey  o^l^-^^^l^J^^^^ 
de  nouvelles  lumi^res  k  ^^  1"S^'«°;,?"  jruu  ou  le 
des  nvros  dans  le  cabaret  d'lm  sicur  Freauii  ou  lo 
^Lu^lTbhoThecaire  se  rendail  souvent  avec  une 
fillQ  Dauphin,  son  ancienne  domeslique. 

une  coUeclionprecieuse  ^tait  celle  duprsiden 
Rouhier  donlHarmand  s'etaitbien  gard6de  revCier 
?eSnce  lln"  rudit  do  Troyes.M  le  bibliophi  e  As- 
sfer  avail  en  1854  compulse  une  cuneuse  collection 
euiie  e  rcuee  en  2i  volumes,  conlenanl  une  foule 
do  p  Ls  rarissimes,  el  en  avail  ^resse  le  c^^^^^^^ 
C'esl  k  I'aide  de  ce  calologue,  communique  a  M.  Bau 
dr  larl  qu'on  a  constate  des  actes  de  depredations  el 
de  v'ndaiisme,  qui  font  le  desespoir  des  erudUs. 
La  bibUolheque_de  Troyes  PO-edait  aussi  une 


a'aat  d< 


,yes  possedait  aussi  une     dans  loui.  Arn^i  "=> --^^  selon  leur  fan 

""nH.nt.  collection  de  gravures  el  de  portraits     utiles  pour  se  procurer 
S    ue3  Te"  if  i  loaue  de  V^ole  f-^^  ^aisie 

Harmand  a  aussi  port6  la  mam  sur  ce  fonds.  U  a  ei6 
saTchezlui  six  portraits  du  graveur  Nanleud,  no- 
tammen  u«Ma.arin  qui  rapproche  de  son  recuei 
orTnaire  s  y  adaple  parfailemcnl,  un  Por  ra»l  de 
Mane  de  Lorraine,  princesse  de  JomviUe,  celle  d  un 

meda-ilon  do  Louis  XlV,  etc. 
Le  bibliolhecairc,  mis  en  demeure  de  s  exphqucr, 

iuse  le  concierge  Anloine_que  son  'gno-  ce  ecu 


'  'S^^  ttf  possible  .  «PoqueoO  Je  taiUais 

SXV<;:?a»se=''po.  e»p^ 
eicelam'avaitpatudr6le;  au^^i^vais  i^^^ 
.       .      .t«  faireunemarquesurlerayon^lendr^^^^^^^^^ 

Vous  les  enlendrcz.  du  resie.  di^mru   C'est.  ainsi  que  jai  va  qu"  »vaii  t mcy 


»-.  „„  .uU»  '*r^;f-  i:»Si?*^-^^   P«-    toujour. 

tX^Z^-'^ol  de  perso-mos  qui   ont   les 

mflmes  goiits.  prnvaji  avoir  des  rai- 

—  C'est  que  la  commission  croyaii  avoir  uu 

ires  n'et-^ient  que  du  rempUssage... 

'"-^o^s  tfcn  aviez  qu'une  latitude  plus  e«»''»  . 


la 
bi 
bi 
la 
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pi 

el 
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hi 

bi 


u  \.A  nmir  une  bibliolh^que  publique,  on 
''\t  It  urns  pour  cornpietcr  les  catalogues, 
achete  des  '^  f  *  f  "1  ..^  Z^^^  s'enieadaient.  - 
Aulieu  de  ^^>»;  ^^^^^J  '^.^tes  soci6ies  do  pro- 
$re"-Tun1u  :  P"  la  rhubarbcje  te  pas- 


accuse  le  concierge  Anloine  que  son  .gnorance  cou-     v.nce  -  c  uu  ."'  avail  la  inanie  des  faiences,  ne 
vraiU^iUeurs/s'iln'availpourlmsar^^^^^^^^^^ 


;Sn':^^^sr\e  bibliophile  Assier  qui 
auraU  commas,  dil-iU  d'lnffanes  machinations  pour  le 

'Te'qui  est  certain,  c'est  que  le  prejudice  cause  i  la 
bibliolhftque  est  irreparable  et  depasse  de  beaucoup 
le  benefice  que  I'accuse  en  a  lire. 

aJmand  n'aura.t  pas  borne  ses  d6lournemenls  aux 
richesses  de  la  bibliolheque  de  Troyes.  Les  experts 
ont  trouve  dos  pieces  provenanl  des  archives  du 
departemenl  do  VAube.  des  archives  «;u«\7«les  e^ 
hospilaliftres  do  Troyes  et  m6me  du  depul  des  ar- 
chives iudiciaires.  r    i«  ^„ 
Les  archives  dc  I'Aube  conliennen   une  foule  de 
documents  interossanls  pour  I'hisloire  locale  el  memo 
pour  rhisloire  de  Franco.  Cos  richcsses,  aujourd  hui 
c  fssecs  et  cataloguecs,  ont  eie  laissees  aulrofoisjl 
rabandon.  Beaucoup  de  pieces  deiournees  par  Har- 
mand portent  encore  leur  sceau. 

On  cite  parmi  les  pieces  soustraites  uu  «  ccnsier 

de  list  -des  litres  du  douzieme  siecle  se  rappor- 

?^nrh6pilal  saint-Bernard  el  k  des  proems  sou- 

Sus  par  les  maladrenes,  des  documents  relalifs 

aux  EI>18  G^neraux  lenu*auqoinziemeeUase.xi6me 

^cleTParis,  k  Sens,  k  Blois,  des  lettres  do  convo- 
cauonduroi  Charles  V  aux  Etalsde  sens. 

U  deiournemenl  opere  dans  les  arc^-. 


serai  le  S'i^e.  luu  -  -  ;-  •  ^^  ^e 

Pfivait  que  P^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  connalirc  en  pem- 

[  rrrem'nS  ^urabonnement  k  la  Gazelle  des 
bcaux-arls...  C'est  ainsi  qu'iis  enlend^icnl  faifc  eer- 
vir  la  bibliolheque  i  leurs  passions. 

-  It  vous  irouvez  que  les  choses  marchaienl 
mieuxquand  vous  etiez  seul? 

incontestablcraent. 

_  En  I8(i9,  une  premiere  raesure  a  eie  pnse  con- 

^' -IV  sous  prclexle  d'eiablir  une  b.bliolheque 
onnr  vq  ouvficrs  OU,  comrao  ils  disaicnl,  une  bi- 
To  heque  po  il^-re'.  Us  m'oot  depossede    d'une 
X  e'f^^l  ^"'^^  ""^^  P"^^^  ''  communicauon 
-  lis  oreui'ienl  \k  un  preiexlc  poll. 
_  Poli>  J-  ne  sais  trop. En  1870,  ils  onl fail co  que 
riDDello  le  'coup  d'Eial  Anloinc,  car  cost  lu.  qui 
•:     Uorganise  ;  M.  Chalmel  n'a  cu  quo   e  r6le  do 
maiire  do  c6remonie.  Us  avaienl  pns  la  cle    de  ma 
bit liolheque,  s'y  eiaienl  inslalies,  puis  m  on    ail  com- 
1  n    Xrc  lis  eta  enl  assis  aulour  d'une  table  ou  se 
^P^^llien^t  Uvres  laceres ,  des  plaqueltes  qui 

m'appartenaient.  i„„n  h;..  !« 

Jefournis  toutes  les  explications.  Je  leur  dis  le 

Juf  de  CO  qu'iis  appulaicnl  des  lacerations  J e  ai- 

Tai    Irs  la  collection  de  ce  qu'on  appclle  des 


la 
la 

r. 

d 
P 


,  e  deiournemenl  opere  dans  les  archive^  hospiia-  ^^^'^^^^^^"  ^'^^  ^  ,'    enanl  parl.^ut  ce  qui  avail  trail  k 

l,/;es  jJexpliquo  par  ce  fail  que  Harmand  avail  eie  ^Ir^^e^^f^^J'  c^/gl  ainsi  que  1.  plnquolle  inliluiee : 

harged'le    meftre  en  ordre.  Pour  les  detourne-  ^^f^^'^^f^y^^^^^                             n'esl  au- 

„e  ts  co«^<-is  nux  archives  d«^P«,^,\«"^^^^^^^^^^^  :,S  saio U  '  la  conlree)  avail  eie  distraite  par 

^:r::r^^^'^^^^^^^f  !  n=W--  ^  --opusculedumeme 


rs7;;";;n;m;n7s  ne  -onlenl  pas  .  une  d^^^^ 
trop  recuiee  pour  quo  la  justice  ail  le  droit  de  les 

uoursuivfc.  ,       ,  . . 

Uuanl  aux  deio  irnements  <^ommis  dans  les  arohi- 
.^.-^irp^  ,u  ne  remon  craienl  qua  ifctib.  ces 
Toh!  0  "oMal  rs  W  .ransporfie,  des  grcniers  de 
» .  „r  son  oil  dies  psaienl  eniasate.  dans  les  d^pen- 
d,S Tic    a  bfbUolheque.  Ces  arch.vcs  ava.e«l 
une  iPPle  importance  au  point  do  vue  dc  Uisto,  e 

Se     e  Ihisloiro  g6oerale  ct  auss.  des  ml«  «u        _ 

nHv-fe  LcrsqucDlus  lard  on  transporlale.  archives  «        „,  „<„„urs  de  lacommss.on, 

Iri  %^^^^^^^       que.  profiiani  do  la  communi- 
S;X^».trrre  t  c 'mblos  de  la  bibhoth^qae 
S  I lo^enTcul dHurmand.cclu.-ci  avail empo.ne che 
^  unlrtam  nombre  de  pieces.  U  U.  lu.  reclama  el 

ii  r^n  mOme  d'autonie  i  Uarmacd  qui  se  les  euil 

^■^^••attaPP«)pr.ees,£auf  plus:curs  qui  ochap-  1 

^•plttiir"  ^l^^^^^  ^^ ^^„,,  j,m,  urd,  onUte 


nlaint  k  moi  de  sa  conduile. 

L'AcciisE.  Cet  horame  est  un  mouchard. 

M  LE  PRESIDENT.  Soil ;  mais  il  etP^  reguliere- 
menl  mouchard,  car  on  I'avait  charge  .e  vous  sur- 

''rlccL-E.  Cet  hommc  esl  un  mentem-;  il  m'avail 
aa\   \ll^nc6  en  1869  comme  un  horame  politique, 
^\iZl\  ^'^ii^^  V.  nu,  k  repoquc  des  eioc- 
Ton?  ate  des  amis  visiter  ma  bibliolheque^  or,  ,e 
ne  lis  HK^rae  pas  los  journaux. 
-  11  paratt  cependant  que  vous  en  redigez. 
_  Jo  ne  sais  ce  que  vous  voulez  dire. 
M<^^L  vcHALD.  M.lc  prt'sidenl  vcut  parler  du  FureL 
1  Ah 'C'est  vrai,  co  petu  iourn.l  qui  a  atUqu^  lout 
le  monde  el  m'a  (ait  tant  d'ennemis   bim  que  jo  ny 
aio  nas  ecril  une  ligno,  un  mot,  une  leure. 

aCi^s^   Vous  vous  defenlez  Iftchemenl ;  j aime 
mieux  etre  dans  ma  position  que  dnns  la  vftlre. 
1  'ACCUSE  Je  le  crois  bicn.  (Sounrcs.) 
AXTOi^E.  Vous  m'avez  fail  perdre  ma  place. 
L'AcccsE.  Non,  c'esl  I'Academie  de  la  viUc^  qui  la 

'°La  femme  Anloine  confirme  le  iemo!?nape  dc  son 

""l  ACCUSE.  MM,  les  jures  voienl  que  ce  sont  auianl 
de  racontars  arranjits  au  com  du  feu. 

Apres  r^'udition  du  l.braire  Dufay,  le.  debaU  .onl 
continues  h  demain. 

Troyes,  8  fevrier. 

Malare  le  sequestro  qui  pSsc  sur  elle  jusqu  k  la  fio 
du  D X s,  nous  avons  reussi  k  visiter  la  b.bl.oihcque 
de  Troyes.  Nous  n'avons  pu  voir  en  detail  loules  let 
mervelUes  qu'elle  ronfcrme  ct  dont  un  specimen  .«- 
'  Dortin  figure  k  la  cour  d'assises,  mais  du  »oiti 
avons-BOUS  pu  juger  de  r.mmens.l6  en  quolquotorit 
raaterielle  de  ses  richcsses. 

1  edifice  qui  lui  sert  d'asile  a  les  propnrlions  d  uM 
cathedral;  U  a  plus  de  20  mMres  d'eievaUon  •! 
rechelle  roulanle  qui  permet  d'acceder  aux  r.yont 
les  plus  eieves  eiait,  malgre  sa  hauleur,  lestcmeni 
escaladee  par  le  vicux  bibliophile,  d'auUr'.  plus  que 
c  etail  precisemenl  sur  les  derniers  rayoM  qp«  •• 
irouvaieni  places  les  opuscules  les  plus  mm  «  m 


i 


aulcur  •  «  Le  Chef  d'ocuvro  mconnu.  » 

I  en  etail  dc  meme  pour  le  Speculum  vxrorum 
niiaiosorum.  Ces  explications  furenl  revues  sans 

'"rLCpS'iDE^T.  on  vousconse.ua  de  prendre 
vAire  relRiilc.  —  B.  Je  I'ai  Ignore. 

-  Ce  qili  est  certain,  cesl  que  Ic  maire  a  d.l  qu'il 
f  lu  t  tnrt  Hnaucte  el  la  commission  nc  voulanl  oas 
tn'ScX-nistere  ae  .nstru.ion  publique  a     Plu^  Pr  --        ^^^^^.^^  ^^^^^^  ^ 

deiegue  M.  l mspecteur  general  b'.udrmarl...  hJ^^JI  de  meme  el  de  science,  qu.  onl.  dao.  cHSe 

'%ain'a  absolumenl  nen  inspecte  el  qui  na  f        homm^^f^  t^^^^^^^^  „^ 


Panni  U»  Usioias  qui  seronl  eiladus    figure 

Troyet,  7  i&tt «". 


j^^  ^iW  iMC  w  V  *'**  ^^^«*  ■ 
e'M4 It***  ••» ^•y^,y^,^y-- 


landis 

111  n"  a  eiuc"^"  •»  »'*'■" ' 

_  II  a  pense,  ainsi  que  le  president  de  la  comm.s- 
sion,  qu'il  faUail  une  eoquoie  judiciaire. 

«  LtDovicLALANNE.  homme  de  lelircs,  cxpcrl 
nomme  par  la  justice,  donne  des  expl.caiions  uene- 
S  pour  J^ider  le  jury  k  s.isir  tous  les  deuils  de 

TeXo' -1:- richesso  de  la  bi'.li^^^^^^^ 
Troyes  v^enl  de  ce  quelle  s'est  formee  des  colle^ 
ions  de  plusieurs  couver.is,  nolammenl  de  celle  deo 
I  Cordeliers,  de  celle  du  college  de  I'Oraloire  qui  pro- 
vonail  cllo-meme  de  Francois  Piiaou,  ^aua  de  ceU© 
de  rabbayo   de  Clairvaux  qui  avail  toMd  aoire- 
fott  ta  maTmOque    bibliolb.'«ae  du  savant  pr6si- 
deal  dtt  oarlcmonl  de  D.jon,  H  Bouhier,  collecUoo 
aui  coolena.i  i  elle  settle  \K^\  nnm^ros,  plw  de 
iAMdwluinoa,avec  uo  calalogue  dress*  par  Ic  pr«- 
gMcilMI-Mtae  el  rccopi^  P«r  le  marquis  de  Boor* 
Ijctme.  ton  tendre.  Uii  pwtit  de  oee  ncteeieet  mmI 


atTaire,  fail  pr»  uve  d'un  devouemeul  el  d  uoe  th^ 
Uion  digncs  de  vemablcs  erud.ls.  now 
nue  la  vi'.le  do  Troye*.  si  cllevouiail  »C*™ 
jourd  hui  les  richesses  bibMograpbiques  que  to 
lui  a  leguees,  s'eodeUcrail  poi<r  plus  ^^^ 
sans  arrivcr  k  se  procurer  quclqueeniM  *» 
iairouvables  quHlc  P^*«^i^  ^  *  *f ,7  . ,^^ 
iJie,  la  collcaion  du  presidwHioob.er^el  abb^e 
dc  Clairvaux  avail  ecquise  au  pnx  de  *W.«yw>». 
vaudrail  aujowrd'htti  3  mifttm.   ^  biWiPI*MP» 

TJ^Sf!«m^  •!  d-«Hm  9.no*wm 

6tfe  r«le  *>^  «>«>f«  un  ddpfti  <n»  i^l  >« 

son  parcU  en  France  el  doiil  \M  ^o^^.^'?? 

k  Pana.  .     .  -  

_"T iiUlii  dtt  hfcwtf*  P*^  f*.  •*?  r?^ 


" -^  9 '  "K^T^  \  ^|^j^^4  ^ry       "^  *■■    ^^^    9 


f  » ' 


,■?'•'« 


-V 


«i 


pui^  ^ccomnj  OaBissrSuurosTASwi  ■•I-6n^JIM•tt 
domicile  do  UBroitad  im  ^ppwrail  rt'cwUU,  da  pi^niar, 
do  fiU  a  d'ob|«t»  k  }>M%9»  dM  r«li«or»  «l  das  bcw- 
«ndmiiX»,  y  mftnte  <—>!>■  ^we  d»g  iwriiltj  wdaM 

vieux  bibUolh^caire  so  randoU  wuvtm 
SrDauyhm,  son  ancienne  domesUqae. 

8)er,  avail  en  18^*  ^mPf^        conlenant  une  foule 
r6anio  el  reU6e  en  2i  ''f^^^^l^^'^,^  le  calalofeiie. 


avail  de  Maiivnisea  diapoaUibne  ft  aoa  dgard. 


ordtainfdola 
dWpdw  per 


la^Mtior 


Bite 


d^n   aiyto   trA«- 


onl 


"'^"nrqwlacommiwion  crojail  .voir  dosrai- 

,008  do  «fl«nM-  „-,imai«iil  pas  '«*  •'"*'• 

_  DU  roalo, ««» ^f  ""°*,,Vi  deTx  ou  iroia.  lea  au- 

seurs.  „.,'.,«A  latiinde  dIus  grande. 

_-  V0U8  n'en  aviez  Q^^  "*»«  f  ^^^  f  oranls  qu'ils 
-Ah!  pardon;  ^.^^^tr^SJi  mo  rels'iog^raionl 

6Uienl,  »^  y^^t^lSeV^^^^^^^  de  Uvres 

'^*^'®Vou8le8enlendrez,durc8le.  . 

: :::  di,»do  p-,-«'- tj^rdj^-i^r, 

O^'":  ITi  to'Sib  oaC  'pli.»e .  on 
aa  hasard  pour   uno  ^^^  ^^^^^ 


TyHr^  rrv  -^/runir-^v 


bio 


^^ZiXX^"^«^'-^^'^''  portrait  de     ia  haaard  ^-^^  ""^^'^      „  ieacaulogue. 
Si''  rL^JratoTpri'cesae  de  JoinvUe.  ce.io  d  un     ,a>6^e  des  '^    'j;»J„,,  ^ena  s'cntec^^j-'^; 

r  tr.L:ri:-de.e„re  de  a-e.p..,.r,     ^- -^^  ^  ^^t^^^^^^^^^ 

"  ^''ZT.M  born  '  ca  d^ournemcnls  a»x  '  „ie»x  quand  vous  «iez  seoH 
chives  judiciaires-  ...       pou  _..,..:,„    ii<  m' 


UsaSn^  I'Aube  contiennenl  une  foulc  de 
documcnls  int6rcs8.n  pour  rhisloire  locale  ct  mfimo 
nrrXto  re  de  France.  Cos  richcsses.  aujourd  hui 
Ts  ies  et  ^laloga6e8,  onl  616  lai886es  aulrefoj8ji 
^abandon.  Bcaucoup  de  pieces  d6lourn«ies  par  liar- 
mand  porlenl  encore  leur  scoau. 

On  cile  parmi  los  pieces  80uslrailcs  un  «  censier 
de  1182  «  des  lilros  du  douzi6me  8i6cle  se  rappo 
de  i^^^'.r'*"^"'  ;^.  „„,„,.a  et  k  dcs  procisa  sou 


pour  108  ouvrier8  ou  comm.  u    .  ..^^^^^^    ^  ^^ 

^rsr-u're'pono^^^^^^^^ 


?L'fi.CuaiS,;n.B^-^^^^^^  de,  p.aa-e«.a  ,u. 

'™"p.'l'G«udrrutSaaQuin..6meeUuaci«6m«     „,app >rle..aie«.  ^,  ..,,,„„,  ,„  ,„„rdis.o 


ve»  ludiciaires  as  ne  r  ^^^^^  ^^  g^^^j^rs  de 

Xa  prison  oueUesgisaie  ^^^^.^^^  ^^^.^^ 


"^?onr   .  Le  Cherd'ajuvre  inconnu.  » 

'"u  In  lail  de  m.-.aie  pour  le  Speculum  v.rorum 

.!!;:.n.l  Cer...UcaUons  furenl  recues  sans 

''r'frr«.nE.T.  on  vous  cx>n8eiUa  de  prendre 
—  ^^  **^      \      -.   i»  .,,..«miB«  nn  ncvoulanl  pas 


ll'i'a  ctoSde"rubainviile    char,,  d'op^rerj     <'"^^;;°^r.,ains'«aole  president  del.  co«.a..a 
report,  '— ,rrr  o-'fatruZ.     ,io.,',oM  .».,».>  enoe„,»C..ud,c,a.e. 
calion  ™aunl  ontre  loa  eorno  e,  ^^^^„ 


calico  ™*'*°VS»r  'nd  Mlui-ci  avail  emportdcho 
el  le  logemenl  d  Harmand  cemc  ^,,^,  ^ 

,„,  „„  certain  '^ombT.i^.'  ^-^        _  ^^  ,^^  ^^ 
W:r .  de.  savanla.  dea  ..UolUdca.roa.  .e     CordU.is.^c  ^,^  ^^ 


-  iuoov.ci.Ai.Ai.NE.  hommo  de  lellrca.  expert 

J^^n^r   aiu»lico,donne  les  txpiicauons  liiai- 

SpoS?  a-diJCrya  a..ir  .ou.  load.la.lsde 

"^',U«tuc Cu  richesso  de  ..  bil,l.olb6,uo  de 
11  ftXp.iQUC  quo  .  ^^^. 

yrdV^M  Srs  o:v"rs,  noun^cnl  de  eeile  doa 
lions  de  P>«^»«""_^""     ,,.^  .^  niratoire  aui  pro- 


maire  dc  Troycs,  clc. 

Troyes,  ^  f«5vrier. 
L'accus6  (larmand,  consorvalour  de  la  biblicth6 
nn«  do  Troves  esl  un  vieillard  M  de6Kan8,ma.3 
rvfeiSqui  a  delavivaciUS  el  deThumour  On 
s'<^rde  i  dire  que  c'csl  un  6rudil,  un  savanl  bi- 
bUr^U)  cl  un  bon  professeur ;  03  qui  n'es  pas  doa 
DnopQuoi.iu  K  ««„«niii  onl  assists  i 


'^'  .:;;;  m  .  aVVran  o^rahou,  enOn  de  ceUe 
n'lb  ye  raafr^u'x  qui  avail  achel6  aulre- 
?.i«  t  m-yfiquo  bibliolhoque  du  savanl  pr68i- 
H  ntl  DSn«nl  de  D.jon,  M.  Bouhier,  colleclio.i 
au  cinleCt  reUeseule.6;«l  nurnoros.  plus  do 
1?0^  volumes,  avoc  un  cnalogue  dre3s6  par  le  pr6- 
iSluVmTmo  el  rccopi6  par  le  m.rquis  de  Bour- 
honnc  "  o^gendre.  Une  parlie  de  ccs  nchesses  sonl 
bonne,  son jouu   ^„^„„.„mftni  du  siicle,  mais 


t'St'e  uri:>nrofrs  -r   cT  u i  n'esl  pas  dou-  bonne  iy;^l-:Zr::-c:..i^  du  si.cle,  mai. 

f  ^^  .  nour  Aui  pSur  lous  ceux  qui  onl  assists  ^  '^/^Zll^H^  '-Her  cnrichir  la  bibholhfeque  de 

r'lii^ro  o^srquTLunespril  gaulois,  mordanl  ^^^Zfe{xo^Xm^\i^T  ■,  on  mC^e  icnips  un  ca- 

\  audience  c  esl  qu  11  08            ^^^^^  ^,^^^.^  ^^^  ^.„„  P«ri9  ^i  ceiio  ae                    ^  I'audicnce  el  reraplil 


J       ^.««    ftn  le  aouDConn©  d'avoir  61C  I  un 

r'IatX«il.borl°eni  F„r«.iour„al  aaly- 
dos  plus  aciiis  wj  ^  ^g  ,.^^jg 

So?:.::-  IP^  e"^  -^-  -»•"  ne.ii.a.li«.ai, 
u„  ournTqud  sc  conflna,ldau.aea..oc»nables.. 
1  Ual  luale  ded,,*  fl«.  «o«  afflrn..;.on  n  a  pan. 
Jn«inCT0  aucun  dwTroyens  qm  nous  enloura.er,... 
convaincro  .uv.  .      ,.,e.5,eriC8  quo 


SrrcVdT«:«;e.U«rre;'  ;..r,e.pa  uu  oa 
UlJI^uofutdrojsdiil  n«ure  k  raud-eoceel  .-.mphl 
10  volumes  in  lOl. 
Ce  calalogue  ful  copi(5  sur  des  ficDcs  mobiles  donl 
te  '^^"'"*"",^,^„.  f„.  relrouv6c  dans  un  com  des 
'"  '•' wrila™.n  no  ar»p"onnail  paa  Texiaience 
r°  f  ;.w  atauiourdhui  deviennenl  une  prouvo 
d'-  ees  fcbea  1»'  »"'T°,  a.™«.  narco  que  lea  nu- 


„eal  luale  ^f^*"™  «;°  7-"nou.enU.uraien...  ''•^ '^^ ''2^ ''ll''ir»»rcban<V..  parce  que  lea  nu- 

r^Tnu-HeveCit  dea  iracasaeriea  queiui  ^^^'^'''I'^ZXZ^cZ^^^  relrouvd,  dan. 

S.  cimm,r.rde.«rve.lla«ce.end.vo.l.«  » f«  ^J*  J    .S  o„  <.-'"»•  ^'Z'-^Z 

*"•'-'"'"   ^"^.  m^Bibres  les  polils  niyslferes  de  la  les  ""^"^^  '^'',  .^_,,p  jaiouiequechaquedivificndu 

•"' ''T  felu       meu^i    une  fausse  barbe  pour  P^f^^^^'i.^i^!^^^^  sur  lequel 

:;?rp«  r^  n  u  «ralUnl  ^  ceruin.  rendez-vou, ;  f  ^  ^  Jsvai    '  so^  >«  num6ro  de  ren- 

"^    ,r  ^^^romeUa»l  sa    souune  el  fri5quenlaii  ^•"/'^''^f  *' _^  disparatlro  ;  mais  comme 

re  m-U  /^P;^^^^';^  J,o  plaidera  que  loulcs  les     voi  de  la  pi6ce  nu  .  «'^^'    ° j;^j^,„  ^.^u.l  pas  lou- 
K":r'ermto  I's  pers^culions,  sonl  nees  de     ^n  ue  Pens«  P"  ^  \^^^^^^^^^^^  En  g6n6- 

*"Tn..  oer^onoolles  CO  quo  nous  pouvons  dire,     i0^^^^^^cieJ^^         ^       correspondail  i^  un 

;Xo  r^cuxprofcsseur  Harmand  paraiuu.le;     ^;;j^;iV^^^^^^^^^  ^^'^  ^'^T '' It'Z 

J^iavoirle  genre  d-cspril  qui  convienl  *  un  jour      J^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^^fr  eTrC:.-r:.r  ^T^     •ron.de.rec..e«s^.cea..«.  onl  .d  en.ov.. 


au  grd  de  sa  rantoiweou.  -"^^^^^^a  se  »oa; 

r-^r^^iv^^ 

Sur!:.:S;:rrrbitlioSueparlaren«re 

*  ';?':!?c«r  C^rpoa.ible  .  «po,»e  oC  ie  taillaia 

„,  vgne  el  OC  i«  -»-».««;^„  ,„,„,  j,  ,„aran,e- 
On  enlend  antoike.  C  est  on .  ^^,,, 

cinq  ana,  ^  rexpress.on  on  P«»  ^on™"  ^_^^^ 

C-eal.  dil-H,  » Idpoque  f  «^'»S.lhi.qoe ol aa 

la  Porte  d.  oo^TrnZ  m"  n    voZ  rav'ais  d^ia 
domeure  que  M.  H^ma»d  m     ^^^^^  ^^^ 

remarqud  qu  il  S6  O"*;" '  "^      -i  avala-h  eu  aoio  do 
ei  ccia  m'avait  paro  dr61e    au8S.  av«  I      ^^  ,.^^^ 

fa,ro  une  marque  aurlorason*  le  ^_^,^^^ 

r  p:ie^:t„xK:^^\Br.b.  ..^ 

SriSa^^  JUTutSt  V?5  r.,ie  a-dlail 

r^u;n^  h  moi  de  sa  conduile. 
^rArir.l.o..ee.lun  — 

Joir:<^Xc^ror.-Heb.r.ddevouaaur- 
™'!"-    .*   Pel  hommo  osl  on  mentedr;  il  m-avail 

Sr  a1«d'ea?m;;'tiiter  ma  bibliolbSque,  or,  ,e 

--^rr:.ri;-S':::T;r■-• 

-  '-"^"^.^  ^e";'Se:itofp^l.r  do  r.re. 
,e  monde  el  ..'a  fail '»"'  <;;f»''«„';;;'i,f»  ""' '""' 

nCr"v^Xa"°dS.e5VrJ^^^^ 
„fe«Cdan.  n,a  po.non  qoe  d,ns ,.  v6lre. 

-•*''^'*^:  :  m°avo  T^il  pordre  ™  ploce.      . 
*r'.lNr,:-e",\'eadLede.avi,.c_quil-a 

'"u  ■fcinmo  Aoloino  connrme  le  l6moiio.age  de  son 
T  «c«E.  MM.  les  iords  voio.l  que  ce  sonl  auianl 
XrS[o'nt«bSre:u^v"le.d.UUso„l 
coo«nudsMema,n.  .,^,„,,8  idvrier 

«a,«r6 10  sdqueslro  qui  ,>6se  -^^'^ij^htioS 

do  procos, nous avons '*""'*.'''" j^iaii  wulcs  les 

de  Troyes.  No'is  "•»XZeTdo„i  un  '  Sen  im- 
mcrvellle8qo-eHeton(cr«.eet  doom     p 

5r'.ruiu»-=-»— -"» 

maidrielle  de  ^''^^^^m  a  les  proportions  d'une 
,;^Dceo».lo..ertdasdea  _^^P^^  ,.,„,,,;„„,» 

calWdrale;  u  *  piu»  «         d'arc^der  aux  rayons 

'■^''?"^rt na.T'mTg"   sa  b^toor.  iesiemenl 

fra^;rr«rroUreuSV-8  cue. 

plusprtooux.  ^^  MonUiglot, 

MM.  L6S  experts  Lndov.c  l  ^^__^  ^^^^^ 

„„„,.r.es  de  mdnl  el  de   c,ence^q_^^  ^^  _^.^__^  ^^__^ 

'■""".""LumUo  pitutt  Sicr.  qo.  I'abbaye 
iiit>.  'a  collcMion  do  pr^s""^ 

I  de  Cla>rva«  ""'^'^^'t",;!.    La  b  bliolhtqoe 

""''"'/Sd  10  d«p™-oos  quelle  a  sob.c. 

l.'^^trde  *toa'/o' .r.,..ros  p.rsonnes  poul- 
do  chef  de   'a>e^.e^  _^^.^ 

''"-'""?„t^c^ldonl  ^s  hor.,o.es  do  savoir 
"•"  S  pas  satiolion.  l\  y  a.  paraii-i:.  d  1.  di- 
ne P»'lo?J »»"""'  5  cl  dossins.  one  collection  de 
rd^ptn.paS'--  aue..,dra,l  dos  pr.x  fabuicx 

"  rrcuriosiloa  que  Harmand  a  f.il  vondre  i.  Troyes 

Les  CUnOS  lOS  qu  ,^     :  .    nuJ,,   so   BOM  VCD- 

par  I'inlermd  ...re  dj^ J'^™^^^^  p° "i"  f.nimonl  intd- 

*"''•  fZl  i, Urrde  I'e  A  Paris,  elle,  so  scr-.c-nl 
neurs  il '«"  "'f  J,„,i  fois  plus  cher.  QuHqoes  u..'. 
,e„does  sept  00  ho.i  tos  P        ^^^^^^  ^„,^^,^ 

dosopuscutes  .n8.v  ^^^  ^„,u6reors 

maios  do  la  l»a»«^- ;  ,  „„  ,<,„„;«„,  pis  conser- 
"'""^'S  eu™Cri  aPParlenir  a  la  b^»lio,h6qo6 
rT^vrD'ai'rionlconsooli  »  prdt.r  los  boo- 
.riM.  .'a  «nl  achelds.  .fin  de  permeur.  S  la 
r."    de  faire  de,  coostat.tioos  qu,  ontdldacea- 

blaolespoor IW!  ^„„^,„^,    ,„„, 

rl",'l,T.ud*  on  dese!  ports  qui  out  contrM«  sur 
enl>6re  >>  Unllion  .  ddlourncnooU 

'"''i"\ratc«l6   "s  onircprdsentd  au  iury  ce 
,mpol«s  >    »'«^'^       ^„  ddlil,  de  |,r«c.eoses  pla- 

"""!'  '"  Ta^is  on  ad onnc devoir ,ucl,..esp.«s 
SrtS  .«-"--  P"x  de  «,  V,  00  .<« 
louis. 


I  da  li^pelia  U  opiratjit  4it'  m. 


:-.ii*^r:.  ^ 


Uges  ont  au  «of  "^, ,' 1  itXe    lis  out  did  si  1 

la  loopo,  ila  l"  "''ftf ?„' "naqoct  d'opuscoles,  ca- 
Harmand  prdlend  -  ue  »  W""'      P  _^,^  ,j,  ^„, 

chd  Chez  l«.«:^-f;f;J';^"i^       le  perdre.  -  En 

£1i^aSairrnrr:qnr.^as,.estor. 
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Les  experts,  ainsi  que  I'a  expliqu^  M.  Ludovic  La 
lanne;  n'av&ieht  au  d^bHt  do  leur  mission  d'flutres 
^l^ments  que  los  livres  saisis  chez  I'accusd  ou  chez 
le  cabareiiei^PrdauU  et  le  catalogue  cbarg^  de  ralures. 
Par  bonheur  lis  ont  d^couverl  dans-  m  recoin  du 
greoier  lea  cartes  ou  flches  mobiles  qui  avulent  sorvi 
&  la  confection  du  catalogue; il  n'eh  festaitplus  (iu'une 
parlie,  le  rcste  avail  m  d6vor6  par  les  souris;  un 
bibou,  qui  s'^tait  6tabli  dans  cetle  parlie  du  grenier 
avail,  en  6loignant  les  souris,  prot^gd  deu:;  series  de 
catalogue,  les  deUk  plus  impoftantes,  la  s^rie  de 
I'histoire  et  celle  de  la  th^ologie.  C'en  duit  assez 
pour  dtablir  un  contrWe  accablant  et  relrouver  ce 
que  les  ratures  de  raccusd  semblaient  avoir  andanti 
i  jamais.  Or,  ces  ratures  6taient  faites  avec  uc  5oln, 
une  perfection,  un  art  k  ddsesp^rer  tons  les  efforts. 
A  quoi  tiennent  les  choses  en  ce  monde;  sans 
ce  bibou  qui  a  mis  un  obstacle  k  la  voracity 
des  rongeurs,  les  preuves  directes  ^chappaionta 
I'accusation.  Harmand  ignorail  en  effet,  ou  avaif com. 
pl6tement  oubW,  I'existenco  de  ces  ficbes.  II  estvrai 
qu'un  habile  chimiste  est  arriv6  i  faire  revivre  quel- 
qaes-unes  des  mentions  effac^es  par  le  bibliotbd- 
caire»  mais  les  ratures  avaient  616  faites  avec  tant 
d'babiletd  que  le  plus  souvent  il  ne  reslait  plus  un 
at6me  d'encre  sur  lequel  les  r^actifs  eussent  prise. 

M.  I'experl  Lalanne  explique  que  son  colldgue  et 
lui  ont  da  compulser  ligne  par  ligne  les  16  volumes 
du  catalogue,  afin  de  constater  les  ratures  et  lus 
surcbarges.  lis  ont  constats  que  cbaque  nura^ro  ra- 
turd  correspondait  4  un  d6tournement.  Les  experts 
ont  constats  avec  le  plus  grand  soin  toutes  les  mu- 
tilations et  disparitions,  afin  de  faciliter  plus  tard 
les  revendicaUons  que  la  biblioth6que  est  en  droit, 
comme  ddpdt  public,  d'exercer  partout  dans  les 
venles,  cbez  les  marcbands  et  mfime  dans  les 
bibhothdques  particu litres.  D6ik  plus^eurs  ouvra- 
ges  sont  rentrds,  spontandment  rcstituds  par  leurs 
acqudreuru. 

Harmand  persiste  k  soulenir  qu'il  est  la  viclime 
d  une  cabale;  el,  comme  aujourd'hui  il  faut,  paralt-il, 
que  la  politique  se  m6le  k  toutes  choses,  nous  en- 
tendons  soutenir  ici  qw  M.  Harmand  est  victime 
d  une  coterie  rdaotionnaire ;  ce  qui  Cit  bien  quelque 
peu  dlrange,  puisque  c'est  la  muaicipaliid  nouvelle, 
""  Min  de  laqueUe  il  compUut.  dit-on,  de  nombreox 

"    qui  le  livre  ft  le  jostioe.  II 


Lau 


La  demidre  eonstatation  de  celte  audience  coPsiste 
'^;  s  un  ouvrage  donnd  par  lo  ministdre  de  Tintd- 
rieur,  les  tapiaseries  de  Reims,  et  dont  I'exemplaire 
estampilld  s'ost  relrouvd  choz  I'accusd. 

On  ne  tenait  pas  k  la  bibiiolh6que  de  regislre  d'ea- 
trde  des  ouvrages  donnds. 

Deniaift  on  enlendra  les  tdmoins  k  ddcharge. 

Troyes,  ^  fdvrier. 

On  se  passionne  beaucoup  ici  pour  cette  affaire. 
Harmand  eompte  d^s  amis  poliliques  et  surtout,  je 
crois,  des  amis  privds.  La  pluparl  des  hommes  in- 
struits  de  cette  ville  ont  6i6  ses  dl^ves,  soil  au  wl' 
I6ge,  soil  par  suite  de  rdpdutions  particulidres,  et 
ont  conserve  de  la  sympalhie  pour  leur  ancien  r6- 
pdtiteur.  Il  dlait  regu  dans  les  meilleures  maisons  • 
il  y  apportait  un  esprit  original  et  caustique  qu'on 
aimait  iout  en  le  redoutant  un  peu. 

La  defense  compte  faire  valoir  en  faveur  de  I'ac- 
cusd,  du  moina  k  litre  de  circonstaace  attdnuante,  la 
modicild  de  son  trailement,  qui  n'dlait  que  de  i,800 
francs.  Harmand  n'en  a  pas  moins  acbetd  k  Troyes 
une  maison  assez  importanle,  qu'il  s'est  empre?sd  de 
revendre  depuis  les  poursuiles  au  prix  de  40,COO  fr. 
sa  biblioiheque  personnelle  est  estimdeune  quinzaine 
de  mille  francs ;  il  a  pris  soin,  en  provision  d'une 
condamnalion,  de  faire  passer  k  sa  femme,  au  moyen 
de  la  separation  do  biens,  ce  qui  lui  resle  de  fortune. 

Toulefois,  mainlenant  que  ce  proces  a  rdvdW  k  la 
ville  de  Troyes  Timportance  et  la  richesse  de  sa  bi- 
bliolh6quo,  on  assure  que  la  mnnicipalitd  est  ddcidde 
k  doubler  au  moins  les  Emoluments  du  conservateur 
auquel  elle  confiora  la  garde  de  ce  riche  ddp6t. 

On  se  demaDde  aussi,  en  presence  Je  cette  auda- 
cieuse  spoliation,  qui  remonterait,  selon  I'accusation, 
k  pr6s  de  30  anndes,  ce  que  faisaient  les  fonction- 
naires  chargds  par  le  ministfire  de  rinstruction  publi- 
que  de  surveiller  les  bibliolbfiques.  II  aurait  suffi  k 
ufl  inspecleur  gdndral  de  parcourir  le  catalogue  pour 
y  Irouver  la  trace  de  ralures  et  de  surcharges.  Celle 
incurie  dans  la  surveillance  supdrieure  et  dclairde 
sera  cerlainement  un  des  moyens  de  defense  que  ne 
ndgligera  pas  M»  Lachaud. 

L'aceusd  a  en  bon  marchd  pendant  dix  aca  de 
la  commissioQ  de  surveill^noe  qu'il  rdussissait  k 
tronipor  le  mieox  dn  monde.  Aeiourd'hoi  il  •ambi*. 
ooeilHer   Mir   rimtormmom  Om   omix  «u1  oat  xntoatcMK'. 
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Ubraire  Dufay.  I««  i-Jbali  sent 


R  r^vrior. 
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1.  ^-  i.'.j ;.  <  '  v-i'  l♦^*''  *ur  elle  jiisqa'i  '  Ho 
^  pracre.  ioei  at.  r.*  -i^.i'tM  k  T»»iler  l»  biblioih-  lue 
.^f.  T^T^  ^'■«i»  B«vor.«  p  J  voir  oo  '1<^*»«1  loulcs  les 
aerrt^Oks  aa'elle  rwiWiO*'  e<  aoti  on  «pA:jmeo  im- 

ftUcVWIt  ie  ws  rv  bwsw 
L'^teeM! !»» iWt  d'»si  -'  •  l««  proo-^^'uoos  d  ooe 
^^^.  i  ,  piMS  Q^  «  rf^^"^  doWvaliootl 
--  Iwie avi  y*.-***  deooWer  <u\  rtyoM 
IciiiAri^  ••'f-  •*  iwou^or.  l««i««««i 
mm  -t .. -a  b»M»^i>»i«.  dwtoni  p!os  qse 

^^^     U^f^lie  tyr^-'^  V)*  p'ot  nrei  ci  let 


II  y  ve  ptmr^taiw  ev  Maft  ooedamnd,  d«e  tm- 
^veux  forcds  i  perpdtuit6,  car  il  eet  «ccusd  de  faux 
commis  avec  la  circonsiance  aggravante  de  la  fonc 
tion  publique. 

Aux  consUtalions  des  experts,  Harmand  r6pond 
qu'il  n'a  rien  dissimuld,  qu'il  a  mfime  appeld  Talten- 
lion  sur  les  endroils  grattds  en  y  apposant  son  den- 
ture qui  est  dnorme.  II  laisso  entendre  que  les 
graltages  ont  did  fails  dlourdimenl  par  une  main 
inexpdrimentde  elun  peu  au  basard. 

L'cxpert  chimiste  n'est  pas  du  eel  avis.  Les  gral- 
Uges  ont  au  contraire  did  I'oouvre  d'une  main  ha- 
bile, expdrimentde,  sOre  d'elle-mdme.  lis  ont  did  si 
bien  rdussis  qu'Ji  plusieurs  reprises  les  examinani  k 
la  loupe.  Us  lui  avaient  dchappd. 

Harmand  prdtend  que  lo  paquet  d'opuscules,  ca- 
chd  chez  le  cabaretier  Prdault,  n'aurail  did  mis  \k  que 
par  une  main  perflde  et  k  dessein  de  le  perdro.  -  En 
effet,  dit-il,  le  choix  des  plaqueltes  composant  le  pa- 
quet dtail  bien  extraordinaire,  el  s'il  est  I'effet  du 
hasard  il  faudrail  reconnatlre  que  le  basard  est  un 

bien  grand  matire 

M  le  procareur  de  la  rdpublique  reconnaltque  pour 
It  premiere  saisie  il  n'y  a  peul  dire  pas  eu  une  rdgu- 
lantd  irrdprochable,  par  suite  de  I'impossibiUld  od 
Ton  se  irouvail  d'apposer  les  scellds  dans  la  msison 
do  I'accusd  qui  se  Irouvail  do  1?  cave  au  grenier  rera- 
pUe  de  livres.  Let  saisies  subsdquentes  ont  did  irds- 
rdgulidrcmenl  failQS. 

—  Vous  avez,  dil  Harmand,  enlevd  tous  ces  livres 
nrdcieux  coramoon  enldve  du  foin  dans  les  prairies, 
el  des  malintenUonnds  onl  im  mfiler  des  Uvres 
dirangers  Ji  ceux  que  vous  aviez  choisis.  Jc  ne  con- 
nais  pas,  ajoute-l-il,  le  grimoire  de  vos  codes  inais 
roon  gros  bon  sens  me  dil  qu'une  saisio  doil  offrir 
mutes  les  garanlies  k  celui  qui  en  est  vicUme. 

L'expert  consUle  aussi  que  les  Uvres  porlds  sur  e 
calalogue  do  Dulay,  el  que  vendail  Harmand.  onl  did 
colds  bien  au-dessousde  leur  valeurrdelie. 

Harmand  rdpond  k  cela  qu'il  n'admet  pas  les  pnx 

•"A^'o^os'S^n  opuscule  inliluld:.  rOraisen  de 
Mars, .  on  pa«e  k laccusd  le  charmant  volume  du- 
auolcettopi6:oadldddlachde. 

Saraand  I'exaniinant :  -  Mais  c'esl  ind.gne  il  faut 
ZTsauvage  pour  avoir  commis  une  pareille  mu- 

lilalion...  ,  ,       .  .,_, 

-Cttunvoleur.dilll.leprdsiuanl. 

-  Pardon,  je  d  s  un  sauvage,  un  vra.  sauvage ;  i 
fauinaIo?r  Vucua  respect  des  belles  choses;cesl 
vraimenl  quelque  chose  de  d^goAiant.. 

Ce  ou-il  y  a  do  curioux,  c'esl  que  celle  P'^  ^JJf^ 

"?;t"roSS;vT'«  10  p,-«.id«>..  il  f,»i  ad- 

_,..--  oM  nndividu,  aulcur  dc  celle  machinalion, 
oMMissail  mieux  que  vous  les  rarolds  do  la  biblio- 

—  U  hJiaard  a  po  servir  sa  malveillance. 

M.  LB  mocvBti  R  i>«  LA  i»*rrBLiQtE.  Jo  de- 
maoderai  i  lacowd  t'il  per^'Sle  dana  les  accusauons 
qu'il  a  fonaoMea  coolre  II .  Assier  ? 

I  •  %cct-8tf .  J«  n'ai  pas  forniuld  d'accusaUon ;  j  ai.  ce 
ni  eat  biea  diWrenl,  exprimd  awn  dlonnemcnl. 

_  II  y  1  eapeodaot  «o  mdooire  de  vous;  adreaad 
M  maire  qui  orilieiil  !«•  inaimiaiiniia  lea  nwina  dqui- 

I  "^-Z  u  ai  fail  qua  coosu.'er  des  fails  sans  en  lirer 


silualion  peul  aider  k  cxpliquor  son  insolence  vis-A- 
tis  do  celui  dont  il  dlaii  Ic  suboi  .lonud. 

Le  fait  de  ddtournoment  commis  k  la  biblioth<^qn<» 
n'est  pas  douleux,  mais  la  prauvo  que  i'acousd  en 
serail  i'  ../cur  a'cst  nallement  failo.  Ou  voit  bien  qai 
a  fait  les  surcharges,  on  ne  voit  pas  qui  a  fail  lea 
gratljiges.  A  Paris,  oii  les  bibliolbiiques  ont  un  nom- 
breux  personnel,  les  soustracUons  sont  frdquenles. 
En  province,  cfi  I'habMud  est  presque  un  ami,  la 
surveillance  ne  «aurait  dire  la  mdme,  elle  a  pu 
facilement  dire  mlse  en  ddfaut. 

Bi«i,AcuAij3  va  plus  loin.  II  ddmonlre  quo  I'accusd 
est  viclime  des  inimiuds  qu'i'  s'est  credes  par  son 
esprit  mordant  et  frondeur.  Les  rancunos  d'Anloine 
dtaient  les  rancunes  inexorables  du  suballorne  en- 
vieux  el  jaloux.  11  ne  faut  pas  oublier  que  Gertrude 
Dauphin  dtait  la  fillo  de  I'ancien  concierge  de  la  bi- 
bliothdque  et  on  arrivera  ii  saisir  la  irame  de  toutes 
ces  basses  manosuvres  qui  ont  perdu  IlarmRnd.  La 
cachette  cbez  le  marchand  do  vin  Prdault  est  Tceuvre 
d'Aatoino. 

Mo  Lachaud  plaide  encore  au  ddpart  du  courrier. 

(Par  vote  te'l^graphiqw.) 

Landi  matin,  10  fdvrier. 
Harruand  a  (5t6  condamn6  k  quatre  ans 
de  p'.ison. 

Sept  chefs  d'aceusation  seulement  ont 
m  admis  sur  cent  quatre- vingt-dix. 

L'accusation  de  faux  a  6t6  ecart^e  et  des 
circonstances  att^nuantes  ont  ^6  admises. 


■I::;i       .- 


^StfSiif  »S«2?&e  roioirtm  qol  declare  «|«» 
lUri&aDd  achoUit  frdquemment  des  livres. 

C'esl  ensuite  le  commissaire-priseur  de  de  campi- 
GNV.  qui  %ienl  dire  que  cbaque  fois  qu'il  avail  un  lot 
de  vieux  livres  el  de  vieux  papiers,  il  altendail  que 
M.  Harmand  fat  arrivd  pour  le  mellre  en  vente.  «  Per- 
sonne  autre  que  lui,  dil-  il,  n'en  voulail  el  sans  lui  nous 
eussions  did  souvent  rdduils  k  I'abandonner  aux  chif- 
fonniers.»  Il  sail  aussi  que  Faivre  svait  de  fort  beaux 
Uvros  qu'il  ne  monlrail  qu'aux  vdrltables  bibUopbiles. 
«  Moi  sjouto  modesteraenl  le  ldmoin,qui  ne  suis  qn  un 
modesle  bibliomane,  jen'ai  pas  did  admisi  les  voir.» 
Le  relieu-  MAAxmEx.  M.  Harmand  m'a  apportd 
en  ociobre  1810  deux  plaqueltes  pour  les  rdunir  en- 
semble. Je  n'ai  pas  fait  ce  travail,  parce  que  les  Prus- 
siens  approchaut,  j'ai  rendu  tous  les  livres  qui  ma- 
vaienl  did  conQds.  Ces  deux  plaqueltes  dtaient  Ma- 
thanasius  el  le  Speculum  religiosorum.  EU»s  dtaienl 
deslindes  au  cabinet  des  Troyenneries. 

M.  LEBRLN  d'albanne,  mombro  de  la  commis- 
sion, constate  qu'Ji  la  rdunion  de  la  commission,  le 
17  oclobre,il  a  demandd  k  I'accusd  des  expUcations  sur 
un  volume  qui  lui  paraissait  incomplet.  Harmand  HI 
remarquer  qu'il  ne  mJ^nquait  que  les  couvertures  et 
es  retrouva.  L'ouvrape  conlenait  cinq  plaqueltes. 

Lelendemain  le  Idraoin  dlant  alld  k  la  bibliolh6que 
revil  'e  mdme  volume,  Irouva  le  dos  coupd,  ce  qui 
n'exi&tait  pas  la  veiUe,  el  qualie  plaqueltes  au  lieu 
uecinq. 

Lo  procureur  de  la  rdpublique  voit  dans  ce  fait  une 
camAiWe  de  I'accusd  oai  avail  eu  soiB  d'appeler  I  at- 
tention du  Idmoin  sur  ce  livre. 

M*  LACHAiD.  J'y  vols,  ttoi,  utt  irds-gravo  argu- 
men;  conlre  l'accusation.  .    .  ««  ,,„i^ 

L'expert  MONXAiGLON.  Le  volume  donl  on  parte 
devail  conlCBir  8  plaqueltes  el  non  5.  Deux  de  ces 
pl»quctles  ee  sont  relrouvdes  chez  le  raarchan^*  ^^ 
vin  Prc^aull:  le  Novns  Mundus,  lellrc  d  Amdnc  Ves- 
puce  (donl  la  vakur  est  de  1,000  a  <;^fr>'el  « 
Speculum  religiosorum Vne  iroisidmo  plaquelle  a  did 
relrouvde  dans  un  in-folio  de  Grotius.  Une  qualndme 
Saint  Bonaventurc,   n'a   jamais  did  relrouvde.  Ce 
n«  da  calalogue  avail  subi  des  ratures  et  des  sur- 
charges. ,,  , 
M   REV,  ancien  pharraacien,  qui  avail  accepld  la 
direction  dn  musde  d'hisloiro  naiurelle  de  Troyes, 
donna  sa  ddmission  k  la  suiie  de  difficuUds  avec  le 
porlier  Antoine,  qui  voulail,  dil  il,  «lre  plus  raattre 
que  lui.  La  municipalild,  menacde  de  perdre,  faute 
de  aoins  inlelligents,  sa  collection  d'animaux  em- 
paiUds  el  de  reptiles  privds  d'esprit  de  vin,  supplia 
M.  Rey  de  reprendre  ses  fonclions  honorifiquos. 

Deux  prdlres  viennent  ensuile  apporler  un  idmoi- 
gnage  favorable  k  I'accusd. 

LEBALM  D  ALBANE  ddclare  cucorc  que  I'accusi 


lui  aurait  dil  que  la  bibliolhdque  de  Troyes  n  avail 
pas  d'incunables. 

i.'Accus*.  La  radmoire  du  Idmoin  lo  scrt  dvidem- 
menl  mal.  Nous  en  avions  des  milliers ;  il  n'y  avail 
qu'il  se  baisser  pour  en  prendre. 

UN  juni.  Nous  voudrions  savair  quelle  est  l  im- 
porunce  en  argent  de  tous  les  ouvrages  manquanls 
I  li  bibliilhdque  de  Troyes 

■  L  LALAMNE.  II  uous  sorai!  impossible  de  rd- 
pondre  I  eelie  .lucslion.  Beaucoup  de  ces  ouvrages 
n^onl  encore  figurd  dans  aucune  ,enle.  Ce  que  nous 
pouvonsrdpdtcr,  c'esl  que  ceux  que  '/a.^cusd  a  fait 
vendre  k  Troyes  eussent  i\6  veodu.s  Irois  ou  quatre 
fo-n  plus  cher  ft  Paris. 

tB  r»*»ioBNx  k  raccus«^  Mais  vous  en  tvex 


•:  ^''■'  rX-^-  .-.^ 


lo  Iranspor*  do  cks  iivrts  wOi 'nio 
paille  ou  du  ioin. 

—  Voire  syonr-id  en  arrive  dokic i incrimmar la 
proc^i'ure  et  les  luigislrals.  Niez-vous  avoir  bil  des 
grallHgos? 

—  Je  Iti  nio. 

D  Et  cepondant  «haque  gratlago  corresoond  k  uno 
pi6ce  enlev<5e?  Seuloinent  vous  ignori"?  i'existence 
do8  flcheR  ayant  servi  au  catalogue  el  rel^gu^eb  au 
grenior.  Si  vous  'dvlez  connue,  vous  cussicz  pro- 
cdd6  autremoni. 

—  C'est  1^  una  supposition  de  voUj  part  ci  peu 
eracieuso. 

—  11  est  de  mon  devoir  de  la  Diu6» . 


CO  niDOU  qui  a  mis  un  ODsiacie  a  ra~voraci 
det  rongeutrft,  lC3  preuves  directes  ^chappaiont  it 
Taccusation.  Harmand  ignorait  en  efTot,  ou  avail 'com. 
pl^tement  oublid,  Texistencr  de  ces  flches.  11  estvrai 
qu'un  habile  chimiste  ebt  ur^'tv^  k  faire  ;i'evivre  quel- 
qjes-unes  des  mentions  eflac^es  par  le  biblioth^- 
cairot  viais  les  ratures  avai'jot  6i6  faites  avec  tant 
d'habilet^  que  le  plus  souvenl  il  ne  reslait  plus  un 
atftme  d  v...vire  sur  lequel  les  reactifs  eusseot  prise. 

M.  Texpert  Lalanne  ':xpUque  que  son  collogue  et 
lui  ont  dil  compulser  ligne  par  ligne  les  16  volumes 
du  cataloguo,  afln  de  constater  los  ratures  et  les 
surQbarges.  Us  ont  constats  que  chaquo  num^ro  ra- 
1\it6  correspondait  k  un  ';«^tonrnemeni.  Les  experts 
ont  conslat^  avec  le  plus  grand  soin  toutes  les  mu- 
tilations et  disparitions,  afln  de  facilitcr  plus  tard 
les  revendications  que  la  biblioth^que  est  en  droit, 
comme  d^p6t  public,  d'exercer  partout  dans  les 
ventes,  chez  les  marchands  et  mdmo  dans  les 
bibliolhfeques  particuliSres.  D^ji  plus'eurs  ouvra- 
ges  sont  rentr^s,  spontandment  restitu^s  par  leurs 
acqu^reufb. 

Harmand  persiste  &  soulenir  qu'il  est  la  victime 
d'une  cabale;  et,  comme  aujourd'hui  il  faut,  parall-il, 
que  la  politique  se  m61e  a  toutes  choses,  nous  en- 

.endons  soutenir  ici  qu»  M.  Harmand  est  victime 

*une  coterie  rteotionnaire ;  ce  qui  eit  bien  quelque 

lu  df^mge,  puisque  c'est  la  muoicipalitd  nouvelle, 

seiiii  de  laquellci  il  comptait.  dit-on,  de  nombreox 

19,  quileUvre  a  la  justice.  It  eAt  pu  damander 

Lie,  U  y  a  davx  ane.  et  lea  diosee  en  ftt» 


La  ddfens«  compte  faire  valoir  en  favour  de  I'ac- 
CU86,  du  mojns  k  tilre  do  ciroonstance  att6nuantc,  la 
modicil6  de  son  Iraitemont,  qui  n'(Jtait  quo  de  4,800 
francs.  Haruand  n'en  a  pas  moinr.  aohet^  k  Troyes 
une  maison  assez  imporiante,  qu'il  s'est  empress^  de 
revendre  depuis  les  poursuites  nr.  prix  de  40,G0O  fr. 
sa  bibliotb^que  personnello  est  estim^e  une  quiozaine 
de  mille  franc? ;  il  a  pris  soin,  tu  provision  d'une 
condamnatioD,  de  faire  passer  k  sa  femme,  au  inoyen 
de  la  separation  do  biens,  ce  qui  lui  reste  de  fortune. 

Toutefois,  mainlenant  que  ce  proccs  a  r6v6W  k  la 
ville  do  Troyes  I'importance  el  la  richesse  de  sa  bi- 
bliolh6quo,  on  assure  que  la  municipality  est  ddcid^e 
k  doubier  au  moins  los  Emoluments  du  conservatoar 
auquel  elle  confiora  la  garde  de  ce  richo  dEp6t. 

On  se  demande  aussi,  en  presence  de  cette  auda- 
cieuse  spoliation,  qui  remonterait,  selon  raccusation, 
k  prfcs  de  30  ann^es,  ce  quo  faisaient  les  fonction- 
naires  chargds  par  le  ministdre  de  rinslructlon  publi- 
que  de  surveiUer  les  bibliothSques.  II  aurait  sufTi  k 
un  inspeclour  gdn^ral  de  parcourir  le  catalogue  pour 
y  trouver  la  trace  de  ralures  el  de  surcharges.  Cette 
incurie  dans  la  surveillance  sup^rieure  et  6clair6e 
sera  certainement  un  des  moyens  de  defense  que  ne 
n^gligera  pas  M'  Lachaud. 

L'accusE  a  eu  bon  marchE  pendant  dix  ans  de 
la  commission  de  surveillance  qu'il  r^ussissait  ^ 
Iromper  le  uiicux  du  monde.  Aujonrd'hui  il  semble 
compter  sar  rignoraoce  de  ceux  qui  ont  mission 
de  lo  jtjgor.  II  n 


bliotbdque  et  on  arri vora  k  sHiiir  ia  iraniu  do  toul«*.s 
ces  basses  maawi'vrcs  qui  ont  pj.du  Harmand.  I^ 
cachotle  chez  le  marchand  do  vi."  i^'-eauU  jst  I'couvrd 
d'Antoino. 
M"  Lachaud  plaide  cncoro  au  d«ipari  du  courrior. 

{Par  voie  teUgraphique.) 

Lundi  matin,  10  fdvrier. 

Haraand  a  616  condanin6  k  quatre  ans 
de  p,vison. 

Sept  chefs  d'accusallon  seuleracnt  ont 
(Jit^  admis  sur  cent  quatre-vin^'i-^ix. 
.'   L'accusation  de  faux  a  616  6carl6o,  el  des 
'circonstances  att^nuantes  ont  616  admises. 
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no  /arle.il  pas  sans  emotion.  U  y  a,  paraTi-il,  k  la  di- 
visic.  I'^s  esia-nfjea  et.  dessins,  une  collection  de 
M'"'  de  Pojnpi'.daur  qai  alloindrait  des  prix  fabulcux 
k  Paris. 

Lsa  curiosi'.ds  tju3  Harmand  a  fait  vendre  k  Troyes 
par  l\r.:rirm:'1niro  du  libraire  Dufay  se  sontven- 
uues  liisp  '.  'J»s  experts  i  das  prix  infiniment  infd- 
neur.  i  1'  vv'3t-  reelle.  A  I'aris,  elles  se  tycraient 
vc^du^..  i^i^'v  c'l  ^mM  foir.  olus  clier.  QuHques  una 
ics  ouiiscuicj  aiiiSi  venrtus  sont  revenus  entre  les 
jiaiLM  it.  la  juslice,  residues  par  des  acqu(^.reurs 
iimort^^  ou  srrupulfux  qui  ne  voulaieni  pas  consor- 
ver  o'^q'Ji  leura  puiu  »;?artenir  a  la  biblioihftque 


_j«  toto6m  •  p«rp<tait*.  oar  U  art  aociu^  de  Bnix 
lommis  avec  ia  ciroonsunce  aggravante  de  U  fonc 
ion  publique. 

Aux  constatalions  des  experts,  Harmand  r6pond 
qu'il  n'a  rien  dissimuld.  qu'il  a  m6me  appelE  I'atten- 
tion  sur  les  endroits  gralt6s  en  y  apposant  son  6cri- 
ture  qui  est  6norme.  11  laisso  entendre  que  les 
grattages  ont  €\A  fails  ^Ui'diment  par  une  main 
inexpEriment6e  et  un  peu  au  hasard. 

L'experl  chimiste  n'est  pas  de  cet  avis.  Les  grat- 
tages ont  au  contraire  6l6 1'oouvre  d'une  main  ha- 
bile, exp6riment6e,  siire  d'elle-mfime.  Us  ont  6l6  si 
bien  r^ussis  qu'ft  plusieurs  reprises  les  examinant  k 
la  loupe,  ils  lui  avaient  6chapp6. 

Harmand  pr6tend  que  lo  paquet  d'opuscules,  ca- 
c'n6  chez  le  cabarelier  Pr^ault,  n'aurait  6l6  mis  \k  que 
par  une  main  perflde  et  k  dessein  de  le  perdre.  —  En 
effet,  dil-il,  le  choix  des  plaquettes  composant  le  pa- 
quet Elait  bien  extraordinaire,  et  s'il  est  rcffet  du 
hasard  il  faudrail  reconnallre  que  le  hasard  est  un 

bion  grand  mattre 

M.  le  procureur  da  la  r^publique  reconnaltque  pour 
la  premiere  saisie  il  n'y  a  pent  6tre  pas  eu  une  r^gu- 
lant6  irr^prochable,  par  suite  de  rimpossibilitE  od 
Ton  se  trouvail  d'apposer  les  scell6s  dais  la  maison 
do  raccus6  qui  se  trouvail  do  la  cave  au  grenier  rera- 
plie  de  livres.  Les  saisies  subsEquentes  ont  6t6  trfta- 
r^gulifercmenl  faites. 

—  Vous  avez,  dit  Harmand,  enlcvd  tous  ces  livres 
pr^cieux  coramoon  enl^ve  du  foin  dans  los  prairies, 
et  des  malintea»'onn6s  ont  im  raClor  dos  livres 
6tranger8  k  ceux  que  vous  avie/.  choi^is.  Jc  ne  con- 
nais  pas,  ajoute-t-il,  le  grimoire  de  vos  codes,  mais 
mon  gros  bon  sens  me  dit  qu'uno  saisio  doil  offrir 
toutes  les  garanties  k  celui  qui  en  est  victime. 

L'experl  conslalo  aussi  que  les  livres  porlEs  sur  le 
catalogue  do  Duiay,  el  quo  vendait  Har.nand.  ont  i\& 
colds  bien  au-dessous  de  leur  valeur  r6elle. 

Harmand  r6pond  k  cela  qu'il  n'admel  pas  les  prix 
exa^^r^s  de  Paris. 

A  p  opos  d'un  opuscule  intituld  : «  TOraison  de 
Mars, »  on  passe  k  l'accus6  le  charmaot  volume  du- 
quel  cette  pi6:e  a  M  d6lach6c. 

Harmand  I'examinant :  —  Mais  c'est  indigne,  il  iaut 
etre  un  sauvage  pour  avoir  commis  une  pareille  mu- 
tilation... 

—  Ou  un  voleur,  dit  M.  le  president. 

—  Pardon,  jo  dis  un  sauvage,  un  vrai  sauvage ;  il 
faut  n'avoir  aucun  respect  des  belles  choses ;  c'est 
vraimenl quelqne  chose  de  d^goftlant... 

Ce  qu'il  y  a  de  curiour.,  c'est  que  ceUe  piiJce  raris- 
sime  n'est  pas  portdo  sur  le  caUloguede  la  biblio- 
th6que,bienqu'ell3  figure  sur  celui  de  Clairvaux. 
L'accus6n'en  suppose  pas  moins  quo  cv.n  la  une 
machination  lram6o  centre  lui. 

—  Mais,  fait  observer  M.  lo  prdsldent,  il  faut  ad- 
metlre  que  I'individu,  auteur  dc  cette  machination, 
connaissail  mieux  que  vous  les  rarelds  de  la  biblio- 

thfeque.  ,    .„ 

—  Le  hasard  a  pu  servir  sa  malveiUance. 

M     LB  PKOCTOEIJR   DE  LA   BEPIBLIQUE.    JC  do- 

manderai  k  Taccusd  s'il  persiste  dans  les  accusations 
qu'il  a  formuWes  centre  M.  Assicr  ? 

l'accusS.  Je  n'ai  pas  formulo  d'accusallon ;  j  ai.  ce 
qui  est  bien  difWrent,  exprimd  mon  dtonnemeni. 

—  II  y  a  cependant  un  mdmoire  de  vous  adrease 
au  maire  qui  oonlieul  lea  insinuations  les  moins  6qui- 

voques. 

—  Je  n'ai  fail  que  constater  des  fails  sans  en  tirer 

do  ddducliciu.  

M  l'experl  Lalanae  rel6vole  fait  suivant :  un  n»  du 
catalogue  menlionnail  un  opuscule  d'ElieVineU  «  An- 
tiquity do  Bourdeaux ;  »  un  autre  n»  menlionnail  le 
mfime  ouvrage,  puis  une  autre  plaquetle  intitul6e 
Xngoulime.  L'accus*  prend  ce  second  n«  et  vend  la 
dernifere  plaquetle,  «  AngoulSme,  »  200  fr. 

On  retrouve  chez  lui :  «  Antiquil6  de  Bourdeaux. » 
L'acou6rour  renvoie  «  AngoulSme  »  ou  la  rapproche 
de  b -laquelte  saisie  chez  Harmand;  elle  sadaple 
parfaitemenl.  De  plus  il  y  avail  eu  changemenl  do 
num6ro  snr  lo  catalogue. 

"armand  pr6tend  avoir  achetd  cet  ouvrage  il  y  a 
30  ans  AU  surplus,  dil-il,  il  eQl  m  plus  simple  de 
nrnndre  Ics  dcux  exemplaircs. 
'TntTrminant.  M.  Lalanne  ddclare  qu'.l  n'a  opdrd 
nuA  sur  400  volumes  environ;  que  sur  les  ordres  du 
iuge  d'insiruction  il  s'esl  arrCtd  dans  ce  travail,  con- 
siatanl  seulement  k  rechercher  les  lacdrations;  qu  il 
n'a  paa  eu  k  s'occuper  des  livres  enlev^s. 

M  Mcc'-'iglon  fiiil  ensuiteun  rapport  surleddlour- 
nemenl  des  ?ravures  arrachdcs  des  recueils  qui  les 
^A«^A«aieol  11  y  a  nolammenl  un  recueil  de  gra- 
^r^su?  toile  a  avanl  la  loUre  de  Robert  Nanteuil, 
nuiTsubi  de  graves  amputations. Les  gravurcs  enle- 
v6es  avaient  laiss6  leur  empreinte  au  verso,  el  les 
maculainres  fiUienl  assez  dislinctes  pour  qu'on  ail 
na  reconnatlrc  lea  sujels  des  gravuros  qui  ont  (5td 
retrouv6w  chez  M.  Harmand.  U  y  avail  nolammenl 
Mazarin.  avec  cette  dpigraphe  :  «  Do- 


llarakaD<i  aohotait  fr^uemment  des  livres. 

C'est  ensuite  le  commissaire-priseur  de  de  cAMri- 
GNV,  qui  vienl  dire  quechaque  fois  qu'il  avail  un  lot 
de  vieux  livres  ct  de  vieux  papiers,  il  attendail  que 
M.  Harmand  fQl  arrivd  pour  le  metlre  en  vente.  «  Per- 
sonne  autre  que  lui,  dit  il,  n'en  voulait  el  sans  lui  nous 
eussions  616  souvenl  rdduils  k  I'abandonner  aux  chif- 
fonniers.w  11  sail  aussi  que  Faivre  avail  de  fort  beaux 
Uvros  qu'il  ne  monlrail  qu'aux  v6ritables  bibUophiles. 
«Moi,  ajoute  modestemenl  le  t(5moin,qui  nesuis  qu'un 
modesle  bibliomane,  je  n'ai  pas  616  admis  i  les  voir.» 
Le  relieur  martinet.  M.  Harnand  m'a  apport6 
en  oclobre  1870  deux  plaquettes  pour  les  r6unir  en- 
semble. Je  n'ai  pas  fait  ce  travail,  parce  que  les  Prus- 
siens  approchant,  j'ai  rendu  tous  les  livres  qui  m'a- 
vaient  6l6  conflds.  Ces  deux  plaquettes  6taienl  Ma- 
thuiuMus  et  la  Speculum  rHigiosorum.  EUfS  6taiont 
destin6es  au  cabinet  des  Troyenneries. 
M.  LEBRtN  d'aloanne,  mombro  de  la  commis- 


sion, consUle  qu'4  la  reunion  de  la  commission,  le 
n  oclobre,il  a  domand6  k  I'accusddes  cxpUcations  si'r 
un  volume  qui  lui  paraissail  incomplel.  Harmand  fit 
remarquer  qu'il  ne  manquait  quo  les  couverlures  et 
es  retrouva.  L'ouvrago  conlen?iL  cinq  plaqueltcs. 

Lo  lendemain  lo  l6raoin  6lanl  all6  k  la  biblioth6que 
revit  le  mCme  volume,  trouva  le  dos  coupd,  ce  quj 
n'existait  pas  la  veille,  et  qualre  plaquettes  au  Ueu 
decinq. 

Lo  procureur  de  la  r6publique  voil  dans  ce  fail  une 
com^dio  do  raccus(3  qai  avail  eu  soitt  d'appeler  I'al- 
tenlion  du  l6moin  sur  ce  livre. 

M-  LAciiAiD.  J'y  vols,  moi,  un  trds- grave  argu- 
ment contrc  raccusation. 

L'experl  MOirrAiGLON.  Le  volume  dont  on  parle 
devail  contcair  8  plaquettes  et  non  .">.  Deux  de  ces 
plaquettes  8e  sont  retrouv^es  chez  le  roarchand  de 
vin  Prt^ault :  le  yovus  Mundus,  lelire  d'Am(iric  Ves- 
puce  (dont  ia  valeur  est  de  1.000  k  {,2<m»  fr),  elle 
Specnlum  r^/i'/t(wwr^m  Unetroisiftmo  plaquetle  a  6t6 
retrouv6e  dans  un  in-folio  de  Grotius.  I  no  qualriftme 
Saint  Bonavcnluro.  n'a  jamais  (516  rctrouvde.  Ce 
n'  du  catalogue  avail  subi  des  ralures  el  des  sur- 
charges . 

M.  kiiY,  ancien  pharmacien,  qui  avai'.  acceple  la 
direction  dn  mus^o  d'hisloiro  naturelle  de  Troyes, 
donna  sa  demission  k  la  suiie  de  diPRcuUds  avec  le 
portior  Antoine,  qui  voulait,  dilil,  tVro  pins  mattre 
que  lui  La  municipality,  mcnac^e  de  perdre,  laute 
de  soins  intelligents,  sa  collection  d'animaux  cna- 
paillcs el  de  reptiles  privda  desprit  de  vin,  supplia 
M.  Rey  de  reprendre  ses  fonciions  honorifiquos. 

Deux  prfitres  viennenl  ensuite  apporter  un  ttfmoi- 
gnage  favorable  k  raccus6. 

M.  t.EBRiM  D  alba:«e  d6clare  encore  que  I'accusd 
lui  aurait  dit  que  la  bibliothequo  do  Troyes  n'avait 
pas  d'.acunables. 

L'4f.ct'9E.  La  m«imoiro  du  t6moin  le  sert  6videiH- 
msnt  mal.  Nous  en  avions  des  milliers ;  il  n'y  avail 
qu'i  se  baisser  pour  en  prendre. 

UN  4UR*.  Nous  voudrioas  savoir  quelle  est  I  im- 
portance en  argent  de  tous  les  ouvrages  manquanU 
k  la  bibliolh^que  de  Troyes 

M.  L.  LAL.iifNE.  Il  uous  scrait  impossible  do  r6- 
pondre  k  eetie  .luestion.  Beaucoup  de  ces  ouvrages 
n'onl  encore  figure  dans  aucune  vente.  Ce  que  nous 
pouvonsr6p6ler,c  est  que  ceux  que  l'accus6  a  fait 
vendre  k  Troyes  eussenl  4t6  vendus  trois  ou  qualre 
fois  plus  cher  k  Paris. 
M.  LE  pRisiDEST  k  laccusO.  Mais  vous  en  avei 

vendu  k  Paris. 

FARMAND.  Unc  fois,  uuc  seulc  fois,  k  un  libraire, 
qui  est  mori  et  qui  m6me  ne  m'a  pas  pay6.  C  6taienl 
des  livres  modernes. 

H  LB  PRESIDENT.  Vous  disicz  aussi  au  d6but  de 
I'inslruclion  que  los  Uvres  vendus  par  Dufay  6laienl 

modernes.  ... 

M.  le  procureur  dc  la  r6publique  souUent  I  accusa- 
tion sur  le  d6tournemonl  el  sur  le  faux. 

lad^pendamment  des  fails  de  I'accusaUon ,  une 
foule  de  renseignements  incrimincnl  la  morahl6  et 
la  probil6  de  raccu86.  II  volait  le  bois  dc  la  biblio- 
IhLe;  il  a  vol6,  lors  d'une  exposition  i  Troyes. 
des  bouteiliBS  de  vin;  ses  moeurs  ne  valent  pas  mieux 
et  ses  habitudes  pourraienl  expliquer  ses  besoms 
d'arfenl  cl  es  crimes  qui  en  ont  6l6  la  cons<5quence. 

L'acll  a  ot.  ours  consid(5r^  la  bibl.oth6que  de 
Troves  c^mnrin  domnine  oC.  il  rtfgnait  en  roi  e 
lans  oaSe  U  y  couchait,  il  y  prenait  ses  rcpas,  el 
riur  monnemcnt  de  M.  D-^ruy  ne  fut  pas  m6- 
dfocre  en  U^ouvant  dans  tous  les  coins  de  cette  vaste 
elm^esJaeuse  biblioth^quo  dcs  vcMcments  intimes, 

dont  l'(5tat  annoncail  "^ '«"%"^;^^^- „  i.oubler  dans 

i^iiard  Ifl  commission  e:»i  venuo  w  u^ui^i 
sa  iou  tnco  Tmo,T»liqnc.  il  .  loul  mis  en  aj.vro 
pordtourascr  les  commiss.iros  CI  pour  cluJer 

''irf  lo^'s-ys.Sa.e  dc  flense,  ,1  cs.b  rcpro- 


'it' 


'^jp 


dtico.  On  ■  •■'•1  ■1"*' 
J  »l«ur  rr6aull  ou  is 
ft  souvenl  avec  une 
jiestique. 

lit  coUe  du  pr68i(lenl 

]biengard6der6v<Slor 

tf.M  lo bibliophile  As- 

[10  ciirieuse  coUeclJon 

conlenant  une  foale 

fit  dre8s6  lo  calaloRue. 

coirimuniqu6  &  M .  Bau* 

Rtes  de  d6pr6dalion8  el 

(ospoir  des  6rudil8. 


V  .<  ui  vottft  J 


Srrd'ur'r;5'unror<io  per«n.«  q«.  <>»'   '" 

«on»  de  dM'"**-      _„„  .•.imaienl  pas  lea  livre«, 
_  DU  r.sle,  <=«»  *»"f  ^^ueriu  Irois. !«  au- 

Z?rSrrr„S«.pa,de.connai.. 


,a  .one  dlJ  «;l»n«oa  entrc  la  bibl..ih6nue  el .. 


bS,o  SSr:«-Mulur.  rcprue,  lo.  ».a.ia.M  » 
nf  ^troerttde  el  ii  deMOin  de  le  perdro.  -  En 

»iitreSVr:tre«rd« 

ouel ft"t  bien  ««ord. ,  «.  e U  I  ejUclTel^  ^ 


la  reii«u-  MARTINET.  M.  Hurmand  DiS  apporld 
en  oc  obn  18?0  deux  plaqucUC8  pour  le.  .  u..r  en-' 
gLble  Jo  n'ai  pas  fait  co  travail,  parco  que  le^  Prus- 

r^s^P^oU,  rai  rendu  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
vaicnt  616  conOis.  Ces  deux  plaquol^os  e^^'^^"    "^^ 
m^^ius  eili^  Speculum  religioionm.  EUf s  oUiont 
destinies  au  cabinet  des  Troyennerte, 
M  LEBRLN  u-ALDANNE.  membre  de  lacommis- 


effet,  au-»,  to  *^»"'* -~- r-""  ■   J  ..ji  e„i  I'cffei  du  I     m  lebrun  d'aldanne,  inomui«  ««  "•'-.- 


"'"m  iT-i^'r rteUrdpuWlQue rec«n.aU,». POur 


nn  volume  qui  lui  paraissait  mco-»plot.  Uarmana  m 


W'.' 


rr::cU,ui.e«siiirisr^'x  zu:u;ri:tre:r;ai.epi.<.ue..ea . 


XSXuV.=;«br^»e«te.  o„l  «.  ir^a 
ruX%ar.«Ues»«.«i«»ie«»l™U»^^^ 


ZU:ir;aru7eme:;ria.rep..<.ue..e.  au  Uou 

Sr^:'?a^:^^^n;^^-- 

L-experl  »?N^»«'-»'!;,^*  'et  „„»  S.  Deux  de  ccs 
dev.ilcomemr  8  P\  queues  «'^  le  marcband  de 


i  qui  ett  esmiiuuio.  I  devsil  comemr  o  piaquuij^  »  ^  ^ 

r;;p;.reoualale,uaa.u^^^^^^^^^  ^X^^::^^^Z.^^ 

1....  ..nlaiii>  l^^nA.  /jA,«t  lo  VjIcIII 


catalogue  do  Dulay,  ot  quo 

•"Altt'd^nopuaeule  inlUuW:.  rOraison  de 
H.™  .onpaLMaccu.6  le  charmanl  volu,ne  du- 

StreT—  pour  avoir  commi.  une  pareUlemu- 
tauin^avotr  aueun  respect  de.  belle,  ehoses-.cesl 

starnUi'p..  ^«f '"  r.rce.rd*;  »>  r. 

fJS'i-er.Cosrp»  ^olSV  est  ..une 

»!?i.r?.rob.trH.'rprdsldeut,  U  faut  ad- 
-  Hais,  >«»';".        ^       de  cciie  roachination, 

-rias",:  :ieux  t'  ;o«,"les  raret..  de  la  biblio- 
'"^^U  basard  a  pu  .ervir  .a  malveillaoce. 


;t''S;iavarrestde^^^^^ 

rureSs=r?Zu.r.™.^ 

rd'„=— Lrd^^^rctdcssor. 
'T«v,  ancien  pharmacien,  qui  avail  accepW  ta 

-'""'"  r^n  rirsrdT^^u^.' s 

donna  sa  demission  » J^ j"''!'  .  ^^       i^g  satire 

gnage  favorable  k  raccus6. 

M  LEBRUN  D  ALDANE  d^claro  cucore  que  1  accu86 
luiauraTrqae  la  biblioth6que  de  Troyes  n'avaU 

^^iS^'u  ma^oire  du  t.-oin^.-^^f  ^ 
menl  mal.  Nous  en  avions  des  milliers ;  il  nj  avail 
nn'a  se  baisser  pour  en  prendre. 
""^N  «n*.  NOUS  voudrion.  .avo.r  _qucllo  est  1  »- 


-'-rrrr-rr..:;:.:;^-  'o^    p;;ranrn,.^  dr;;;s.e;ouvraie.»an,uanl. 
i^r^^IS^^^^^^'"^  '  -'--^--»J-r  ......ssi.ede  r«. 


> 


ft  la  bibliothfeque  de  Troyes 
-  ,   ,  *i  AWNE  11  nous  serait  impossible  do  re- 

ErHeesr»^^ 

'"l?.'™*!'^-'-.  l-accus..  M-vou.  en  .v.. 

"""l°„ir»^llno  rois,  une  seule  tois. !« un  libraire, 
,„?r:o™el  Sui  mtn.  ne  m'a  pas  pay..  C^eni 

-»" ''""',„Ts'o™T.  Vous  d,sic^  a«.si  au  d6but  d. 
nn"  true  ™n  q'uo  les  Uvres  vendus  par  Dufa,  «a»nt 

"  M  TeTrocureur  de  '.a  rdpublique  soulient  frccua- 
^.„,   .usurp™,  u... -        -  Tb^:  .  sr;n;::st„-rsf  alentpos.^^^^^^ 

M  S^    a  .Wai  ensuiteun  rapport  s«rled6.our.  "^J^^f  J    oTaot  dans  tons  les  coi.s  do  cetle  vas te 

nement  ics  gravures  arrach6es  des  recuei  s  qui  les  ^  ^^^^.ttaeuse  bibliothftque  des  v^tcment.  mlimos. 

Tr^^^M   U  y  a  notammenl  im  recuoil  de  gra-  e^  ^*\ ;.  ..„  mn.  nsat:e. 

contena\enl.  II  y  *  .    .  Nanleuil 


'^!^Jcrrjr,^.T   .rorm:idd-.ccus,Uon.i;.i.c. 

,„■  S  diir*.nt.  exprimd  .nou  «onneme'..^ 

_llv  a  cependantunmiiBioirede  vous  aaresw 
a«';.lire  qm  cSoUent  le.  in.in«ations  les  mom,  ^u.- 

"TJeu-ai  (ait  que  constaler  des  laits  sans  en  lirer 

"V ""Sertuianne  rel6vele  fait  suiv,=l ;  uo  n-  du 
caUlWuTlnlionnailon  opu.cule  d'EUeVmel, .  Ad- 
SrdoBourdeaox;.«n autre  n-  >»«"t«'"°"' >• 
_ill.«  mivrane  puis  une  autre  plaquetlo  inlitiilW 

C«-  '•»^-»«  ''"'■'^r  -"X  ■?;  °"" 

J.MiiAre  olaouelte, «  AngouWme, »  MO  fr. 

nn  «JrSuve  diei  lui  -. «  AntiquiW  d.  Bourdeaux^» 
, .  ^^.r  «o«)ie  .  Angoultme  •  ou  la  rapproche 
VTlnueluSe  ebe'  Harmand;  olle  .•adapt. 
'pjilSrD:  i:i».  «  y  .van  »»  changemem  do 

°"?'"  tT  nr^Md^voir  aeheli  eel  ouvrage  il  y  a 
""""Xu.C"    5iW'- ileal  «d  plus  Simple  de 


conlena<enl.  i>  J  '  "^  ^^^^^  N3„i„„il, 

r.%uW  de  gmor.mputaUons.Les  gravure,  enle- 
;L  avaenlCss*  leur  emprein.c  au  verso  et  les 
lcurtZ«.i.nt  a..ez  disUneie,  pour  qn'onaa 

;'C..«ro ...  ..i-,^j  r;Snr::eTt 

r;C«r«.mi":™"  celte'.pigrapbe  :  «  Do- 

""I^^^SuTpXd'yi  ne  .•e.ti.n.ai.  OCCUPY  de 
L.1CCUM  pr  malveillanle  quia 

Sle.  VS.  d.°.  un  de  so.  cartons.  II  veil  la 
tourrd  CM  Piew.  „,         jj„  ee  fa.l  que  les 

S;::;u'«s  dSCSaient  dan,  les  maculaturos  le, 

"XlS" auxarcWves  mumcip.los  et  iudiciaircs. 
On  arrive  auxar  ,    ,p3s„,ont  relrou- 

*""'  V.U^  Cmand  soutienl  les  avoir  ache- 
viios  chci  I  .'^'""",  "„Tii„„o.  la  ville  de  Troyes  me 
rr^rpSr  r^^erSnuJcar  .ans  mo,  el.e. 

a  d6po86«  a  la  aecUon  des  manuscri'.s. 


r„rsrrar:rrm:s:arcTp::.uaer 

"nr„rr"son"syst6me  de  ddfense,  il  estU  rcpro- 
dfnslCeUl  accusait  les  magistral,  de  lui  avoir  vol. 

M  tRi-**!!"^-*  I  ff'ircon  do  a  bil»lio 

^Aitr.  mnculifjrc  anomal.e,  quo  ic  g  ir'."  .  u 
cettc  singuuer  ^^^^^  ^,y  ^yg^^. 

"f,  Cfr  ac    Ant  ir^scc  les  grat.ncal.ons  des 
Z.Z  e  a^ait  plus  de  3.:^francs  p.ran.  Cette 
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Thc!  ArchbiHliop  vs.  Libraries. 

Tho  LUahoUc  2'elegmph  of  thn  ,sth  jnst. 
Btatcd  that  at  the  conlirmation  of  more 
than  two  hundred  boys  and  girls  at  the 
Cathedral  on  the  Sunday  previous  tho 
Archbishop  "warned  them  especially 
against  endantrering  their  faith  and  morals 
by  tho  reading  of  bad  books,  and  he  forbade 
them  to  visit  the  Public  Library."  We  read 
this  statement  with  some  surprise,  for 
we  aie  habitual  Irequentcrs  of  the  Tub- 
lie  Library,  and  we  lind  there  many  books 
that  are  healthful  and  strengthening  both 
to  our  faith  and  morals.  Our  lirst  impres- 
sion wasthatthe  Archbishop,orhis  clerical 
reporter,  had  mistaken  tho  name  of  thc  in- 
stitution, for  we  knew  that  if  there  were 
any  point  on  which  the  management  of  the 
Public  Library  was  more  zealous  than 
another  it  was  that  no  books  should  go 
into  circulation  which  were  hurtful  to  the 
morals  of  the  young.  With  the  faith  of 
the  readers  the  Library  management  has 
nothing  to  do.  That  is  wholly  within  the 
care  of  the  parents  and  religious  teachers 
«f  the  children. 

That  the  Public  Library,  which  is  the 
pride  of  our  citizens,  should  be  sot  forth 
by  the  highest  ecclesiastical  authority  in 
©ur  midst  as  a  corrupter  of  public  morals 
seemed  to  be  a  grave  charge,  and  demanded 
examination.  Our  first  inquiry  at  tho  lA- 
brary  was  whether  the  Archbishop  or  any 
of  the  Cathedral  clergy  had  ever  been  to 
the  Library  to  in  quire  into  its  methods  of 
doing  busincss.its  class  of  readers,  and  th. 
kind  of  books  (leliyoreci.   2s'o  oue  haU  evei 


seen  them  there.  Had  they  ever  made  any 
complaints  of  a  general  ofspecilic^  kind  of 
the  books  given  out?  Never,  '^e  in- 
(juired  of  the  Librarian  if  he  had  Mrard  of 
any  circumstance  on  which  the  action  of 
the  Archbishop  might  be  based. 

We    will   give     the     substance    of    Mr. 
Poole's  reply :     "Very  soon,  perhaps  the 
next  day,   after  the  Archbishop  had  for- 
bade tho  Catholic  children  coming  to  the 
i  ablic  Library,  I  received  a  note   from  a 
friend,    a  Catholic,   stating  that  a   well- 
known  busy-body,   and  recent  convert  to 
the   Church— giving  his   name— had  taken' 
to  the  Archbishop  a  book,  which  this  per- 
son's son   had   taken  from  the  Public  Li- 
brary, wishing  the  Archbishoi)  to  oxamiMe 
it.    Tho   title   of  the  book  was  given  me. 
On  the   strength  of  this  examination  the 
Archbishop   had   made   the  prohibition  al- 
luded to;  and  in   so  doing  especially  men- 
tioned 'an  instance  of  a  book  of  the  worst 
character  which  had   come  under  bis  own 
observation.'     I  fortliwith   made  an  exam- 
ination of  the  book.    It  was  a  work  of  im- 
aginary   travels     and     life     in    the    East 
Indies.        Several       of      tho     characters 
were    Spanish   Catholic  priests  who  were 
much  given  to  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the 
devil.    It  seems  to  me  there  were  too  many 
drir)king  orgies,  too  much  love-making,  and 
too  many  glowing  and   sensuous  passaues 
to  be  read  ])rotitably  by  the  young.    Hence 
the  book  was  condemned  and  taken  out  of 
circulation,    it    being  our   intention    that 
nothing  of  this  kind  shall  go  into  the  hands 
of  young  readers.    The  book  has  on  it  the 
imprint  of  a  most  respectable  publishing- 
liouse  in  Boston,  and  is  now  in  circulation 
at  the  Mercantile  Library,  in  oar  city,  and 
probably   in  nine-tenths  of  the  circulating 
libraries   of  the  land.    It  is   a  book,  how- 
ever, that  had  belter  be  out  of  circulation. 
Instances    of    this    kind    will    sometimes 
occur,  but  we  do  our  best  to   avoid  them 

The    Roman    Catholic  Churcli   is  a  vast 
and  interesting  institutirn.    Its  devotees 
pay  more  attention,  perhaps,  to  thc  most 
beautiful  act  in  Avhich  men  engage— the  act 
of  worship  -than  theadhorentsof  any  other 
religious  creed.    The  Church  of  St.  Peter, 
ancient  and  venerable,   is   the  Clnirch  of 
si)lendid  cathedrals,  of  beautiful  and  sug- 
gestive  ceremonies,  and  of  greatest  devo- 
tion.   It  summons  music  and  picture,  and 
all   art  and  beauty  to  its  aid.     lUit  the  im- 
pression   has    gained    a  foothold    among 
the     enemies    of    that  Church  that  it  is 
tnnid  before   the   dilluslon  of  intelligence. 
1  t  is  charged  against  its  prelates  that  they 
build  on  superstition  and  ignorance.    The 
charge  is  far  from  true,  but  when  an  Arcb- 
Itishop  of  tho   Church  commands  his  hear- 
ers and  wards  to  keep  away  from  a  li- 
brary whose  mission  is  to  scatter  culture 
not  only,  but  morality  and  virtue,  no  sub- 
traction is  made  from  the  prejudice  wo  have 
named.    Libraries  are  not,  or  ought  not  to 
be,   the  foes  of  any  Church.     If  tliey  are. 
as    liluaries    are      almost     always    con- 
ducted, ii  is  to  the  discredit  of  the  Church. 
To  condemn  a  library  of  G(>,(XK)  volumes  be- 
cause one  volume  is  found  to  bo  objection- 
able is  being  wise  above  what  is  written. 
A  library  is  a  vast  repository  of  informa- 
tion,   covering,    or    which    should    cover, 
almost    every   topic    known   among    men. 
The    Church,    whose    followers    may    not 
come  in  contact  with  tho  wisdom  of  all  the 
ages  as  expressed  in  the   literature  of  ti  .• 
world,  ought  to   go  to  the  wall.    There  i- 
not     a     Church     in      the    catalogue      of 
Churches     which     the     world     could    not 
better  afford  to  lose  than  to  lose  the  libra 
ry.    The   institution   which  can  not  bear 
tho  light  of  intelligence   ought  to   perish 
from  among  men.      Nothing    but  narrow- 
mindedness   and    bigotry,    which   are    7n.f 
Catholic,  could  antagonize   an   institution 
whose  beneficence  is  diffused  like  the  sun- 
light, and  which  is  Catholic.    The  library, 
especi.ally   the  Public  Library,   places  th(' 
wisdom  of  all   the  centuries  within  reach 
of  all  the  poor.     It  is   more  than  religi«»n. 
for  it  includes  religion.     It  will  be   an  ex- 
isting institution  when   half  tho  Churches 
are  no  more.     We   should  be   sorry  to   be- 
lieve that  the    Roman  Catholic   Church  is 
hostile  to  librarii  '. 
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JHeqiie**t. 


The  Site  to  be  Chosen  by  the 
Executor. 


The  following  is  the  text  of  tlie  detjision  of 
the  Buprfine  Court  at  Harrisburg,  made  by 
Jiwticc  A«uew  (Chief  Justice  Keati  au.l 
Justice  Mercur  diwstuting),  reversing  the 
foiirier  decihion  of  Jiibti<  e  Mereiir  at  Nisi 
i'rius :  .  ,,         ■ 

^\'u'i;;*rv''incu" -'l'Ui«i»  not  »u  ordinary  pro.e..din«. 

mWsMsSMm 

^''n.Tcii^e  briefly  *ti»te«M««  'hin.    Dr.  .Ii.me«  Buhh,  li 

VOKmI  tlif  r'f*ll  II  li''Il-  »""  ,'.'r„.;ll        Htlll  ri'lWct    1112  upon 


♦•xuniiiittlit'ii 


(„i,.«d  H   i.r...i.it«  I"  •'"'';^:.„i\^h  '^f  "  Tly  ..ut  ol  f«- 

K"  rh»u:''.;'iv's  SEX"  ..-,.h!:..i,u..  .„»  «.«... 

ui„l  r.k.lti.1  li.«  y»r,  ^o>)  l;  for:..«ao»  '   *  '"J^','^„;  intHKritv 
nmn  of  ><'l'-H'«?''*=''?."Jr;?.".T,n,"^^^^^  d..-  plaintilUlo 

,l,^l..ll.-«t.Nt«i.t.  H  «d"     •■     ^rt',',;',V.fli.th<'a«:t.-dnp»ii 

ito,.d  f,u.i..«it.i  .-.  '^'1  ''Xy;;a,ira^^^  tl.o 


court  nf«^lMity';«.»'»c«"P;'i  !     *Yv   i  .■       .  •        '*»<i  i» 

fxain  iiiiti.ni  upon  %*liich  tnr  i.<< ' ; "' ij^M-t   r»wt».     It  hi> 
f„r  thr  tl.onght.  «nd  P";?'';;:,'  .^  'T mVTT.  .or.»;....« a„,l 
»,.rts  a  «ai,t  ..I  P'"";  V;;\    f^^.'p  asih.lUy  of  hi.  o«th,  hi.-I 
r.H.livt«.;f  »'"'",'.",",' ',1.1,   l«tw*H>n  t)ie  obligation  ul  i« 

u.  urt  .,f  ,n,port»nr«  po«i«J^«/^  H -  r-'itivo.  di.tin,  t 
l>i..i,Blit  diiMily  totliU  P«"ill''it,,|it.nl.  in  his  ani^wer 

andhiHtp-t.n>  ny..li»  IJiPW  »^j»  j',  ,j,^.,  uot  know 
tbo(.peruthMi«.4l.l»lo^M»l   II  1   oi    11  ^^^^ 

Th..lat..r,jl..r,-.»J..^.^V'tHt  H  c,,nrt,  h.  ....  h  a 
tru".  Can  it  '*  J^.,  Jj  „ilj  d.'p(>H<' t  le  nxerntor, .  Mt 
<„„.  ii.,<l  on  *"'  h  '\«^_^^«'''V'  ,Ty',",.t",t.,r  ba.k  upon  tl.«  on 

tate.  «r.-t  th.-  P"^;*'^.  "'";',„  'V  ,1.  <  *«■■  to  b.'  fuu..d  in 
hand-  o1  ..th.'.-.«r    T^V  J-hL.fl      and  if  any  mn  be  found 

;,l,r,  nd  it  •i'linotK""'*^    ♦.t.iViP  iHBritiaof  th.-  factf*. 
,.xan...,in«  the  law  kt  n?'' 't",  r..V  Dr  RuVhVwrittrt.  will' 
^V,.  tlu;  ^'l';'-''""   "*""  Ur      nVh  d^-   i-PH  to  Mr.  W.l 

jmm-  all  bin  .>tat.;.  in  truM  »'  f^*',;*  *, ,  j^ftomth,  «nd 
ini    frot    Mitiurp,  »'''«**^"   rt  for'"  tRtl.^  pioof building 

Mifllricnlly  '"fs,*^' •'{'Vhw  <-u'urVpxien^ion  a.-coidinu  to 
Library  f^"n'»""V,  r!./.n«^"  and  if  h-  »bo«ld  have  mm^, 
tu.u  H. .  .rdiiiK  to  Dr.  J  '  '  f  "•  T-,,,,.'^ ,,,  the  terms  of 
th.;  vi.  WH /-.  /.a-f  f'^«'»'^ ' 'aV " Mm  to  leaf- 

the  wiUabe  te.tutor  r»*'«-'^>;f J*;,  a"ot  t bat  the  -  x-o.ito, 
w<itt.ni...t.nrt,,.,..;and  .tbed.dno  .^^  ^^^^^^^  .^^ 

^iHU.ld...    np|u.    •'•«  ,V;'^™/„r,h^rVfnre   within  the  very 

Mrutuo. -  to   us  '■^•■f'"'",  "ii;"^at  or  of  hirtory  that  tho 
lio«.o!tluwrittenw     .     Itlsarna      r  ^^^^.^,^^,, 

wrir     of     tb<      rebellion    J""^^,,,,'    '        ..Ue^here,    by 

,|,e     ,ntlHti;.i..t     ''''* -T, '' jj'   ^f,  ^rn-.'g   influence  ,.p.,n 
i„,  .rase  .1  »''\-' V'-'V...  thTn    snaRe  of   the    first  co.n.-.l 
Ur.  BuHhsiuiod      '*»  '•'",l^.V:'7,r,,h  36     "    E%ei>t8and 
hicowntboH^bt.     r.^J:!"/.!.!  !,*   Ux    yeaiKhiiv 

Th 


"4.  1  kii'iw  Ot  .lo  ►'iitabl(«t(.i  ..n  any   c>tbt»i  Mr«<>t  w       << 
>  all  be  ha<'  at  tlx  t>i«iiie  v.o«t, 

■6    It  iHbut  a  littl*itiHii>iic«lr'»nilb(»<«ntn«of  Ibaclly, 
and  in  within  enby  rea<  li,  by  cw  ,  of  al'  p«>i  tioiin  ot  l«. 

.,  Ii  will  net  be  n*«-ev.arr  »..\,ay"  th«  library  building 
t.  Ill  lb. wn  ill  twenty  ywitr-.,  anit  the  lot  i''»id  be- ••»•  oi 
its  liinitei!  diiieJUhii.n^. 

•'7    lii.Hi7>  ill^^•^t•'»  for  hII  tim««  linut 
,,iii.  t  Ml'  1  rafet/  ir.in  .-xfi  rial  Uaiiger.. 
••h    Ii  i4l:;'!.dy  b<  lonat-j  to  the  e«Ute.  ..      «     u 

"1    It  i- exu.l!/  Miuie.i  totiio  fcU.d  of  lii'iary  Dr.  RuNh 
proiio.v*Kl  to  «-ndow--uot   a   reB«Hiij{-ro»»u.,  n'>i    one  ion 
tuiuiiic  tbu  liKbt  and  epbeunTal  literature  o1  the  uay    bill 
1  lie  1.  r  .e.i(!eisBiid  Hiiole.itf- of  a  hinUer  «raae 

•'10  It  will  ran  v  out  tbu  eard'Hil  intont  ut  I  lie  testator, 
us  be  niirii  ritOKd  \\.  l>eeai.so  it  Is  -he  one  lie  selected 
lilniM'.f. 

•  ]  adhere  to  tliis  cboice  aud  ta  my  interim naUNii  lo 
build  theroii.  not  NvlthBtiindingtliooppoKitlon  ^*^bicblia« 
b.en  latned,  boauhO  It  wantoniy  ,l«d»rmeot  "■'*»•'*;'' 
ot  olberH  I>r.  Ku«h  con'ide<l  tlie  iwrbirnianre  of  b»»  te»ia 

ntJiry  di«p''^itioi..>.'' 

ijertHU.iy  tne.'jur«K0CHli^-a«on4,   »ud   a«l.»e   »«■»»"» 
oilier  e\idei, CO, vii. lie.  ie  Mr     W  ibuMU-  »   a»i.eiliol.   tbiil 
be  hc»«d  oi.  his».xvijiidKm«M,t.  to.;  thay  ijre  rr't«-oji'*<*  " 
ilioii-ht.  or  Mei.,  who  h  leu.,  t.-  bi>  Con!  hi-ion.     N    w  lit 

..»  He"  what  hi;  »ay»  ;  ..  .;Utb  a  .  to  the  •■>.'-f'\''Vi..'Ini  to 
iudBiiHiit,iiiidf..>t  iibiH  ii.iswer  in  di._e(  t  reH|.>ii.e  to 
il.e  'Vill  "l  \.electe<l  tbn  Uroada.id  •  bil»tian  Htr.«d  lot 
wbe.,  1  bMd..-Mii...dtbi  .■x./:ntorhhir'i<l'i  '■•  'I'-/:!"'!'., 
f.il  anu  d.  libeiute  .  ,,.„.,l<  .^at.ou.  h.i>H.K  '''""f ';'',;', ''., 
every  sbi.pe,  favorable  and  unfavoiald.  .  in  wb o  .  U  1  '<i 
be.i,  preKeote.l,b(Hi.ime  it  wa>,  ii.  .uy  ""1«">^",V '',':,''  .■' 
I  r.,,il.l  ..b!..in  f..r  Ibe  oh.eets  a.el  puri"  -';■•  of  1  r.  K..M  « 
,^  ill,  and  b.<an,e  it  .pnibioed. id-mate  '«  'f  ■''"1''':^-^  t 
el,..„Vr,r.^  nnd  ,.  .,ithn..  In  . .n»Hnl  «•>,.'  .^Pr"■'l'^„V^ 
I»r,  AnM.-the  HlU'jtwi  KW.ind  .f  \>'V'"  ,''♦•''''''','.  1,""" 

r.tt  I  tl. i- "bat  the  ,,r..n3ae  Hub  d  1.1  ni»  letter  ot  •*"'»"• 
•;  nlrr   l.s:o.vv..Hn.u<letobin>      TbK  vm.h  «.ve..    «.tb    .« 
Uiiowle.lBe  of  almot^t  .'verv  •  in  un.^tiDHC  vv  I.I.  1.  b.d    aul. 
■:.'.  uentlf  toln'y  de<  i»:M.,  Vben.  ,.-  1. 1;  -J^''^l^'\l,^^ 
(Hine  iiiv  diilv    todeteriuine    iho    -ite    ut    Ilia     li.|»ry. 
AiJft  n       '         iv er    th»t     at  the    ♦!««>«  •  ^'iB^e  ^nid  pro..., 
iH?      tbonal.t  it  the  >e-t  It  for  the  pi.rp  »e  wUi-^  >  <""I<1 
b.  old  .       d    Vnd  I  aver  that  ..ft-r  careful  ,^e  1..  lioi.  an.l 
ni.^;;',  uent  exMniimlioM  1  ..till  •"V■^'Jw'.''Jne  e'lil^r! 
There  iHnn.eb  ...ore  -n  tin  aiiHvr.  r  to   he  '*'»"'^*'''^'^L,,,.„ 
HiBteBtineny  in  civ  en  as  Mtri.u'.{  lis  l.i».  ai>HW«r .     >*  ""  » 
..Hkedvheler   hU  jnd^n.eot    «a«    not    influeneei   b,  b  -, 
roni-V  I,  replied;    -'No.  ib»t  .1  an.  .:oi.He„,..H  "t  *   « 
heleveil    I  had  made  no   Pf!'"''-'- ""''    '',:','L    l' :»  m    bel 
(l,e  wishes  of  Kr.  Kiiih.  inv   ....dKinent  "«"'<*, '"f!"-'^fX 
lieHiniie         \eain  he  ^aid    -If  n.v  PV"""^*"  "^ri.?;.       1 
a    In,  ^.atlla^  executor   had  l«-e..    al. all   ...  <-""' ';,./, 
woul'l^have  rea.gned  my  ex|c.jtor.  hip  at  on.e   ami  b-ft 

H.  me  oil.,  r  Ki"'-  t-J  l"'K«'"  ''!:'"''"   fiH  will  aufll.  e    t.. 

:f,. ,'!,„. ',;",»T..ii,'. -!"■">";•  *'"T,';M''v?.^f:;; 

r;;r;".s-  r  cr;,r.  •i.'.;;".:s-;  -f  ■■.';■"'  S; 

'    V  ill  li  I       "Tl  e  will  Riven  to  lie  ex««.lti.r  the    nh- 

'•"*';"".'^'    Xeti,?.''Broad"''ao.l  .hrb-tian    "treet.  aa 
,,«,'/     bv    '"''7','L  ...7/   lii  tb"  eitv  for    the  p.irpoae." 

:SB?Sii^i^^l'^w^i&d^;::vr^ 

'  *r '"'"^Vr'oTri'.e^-'t'nii'r-  ba.l  ..i- urr-d.  and  nineteen 

1,  «a-  afi'/»  '  ","■',;     "i,r      Rn«h.  th«  te.b-r  of  Pec. 

„„.„ll.;  alter  tie    '     '  „,„■   „bI,..  d  M.dfortrew  ot  ' '.• 

pU.ntiff  •bill.     !','"'     '^,.,  ,vl,ich  hav«  nv,,k«rl 

ii.ade  uliVioS*  •'»  l"'  cir' 

it,    Cnntrovrny  ba.l  ai  : 

loi.l  ii.a-le-e'.eral  ell..rt-    '"    '""■• 

N.d.e  hiH •elect lou.  and  iiuanv    «' 

PM  y  ..n  the  1"«1' :'f  l*«^"i"*^L' 
.;,.;.. l.,.,.e  of  which  expre-^.^ 
U-'<.'»tbatMr."WlllUn.-v»o..M 


...H..t   oa..n<H  n.xiew<,r  co«..;4thei.^lU.r..o.u.^.|-_ 

Ih.a  twenty  (o».r  ^ '^'f""''    J  ...on  of  alfter*  di*<-reti.vii 
e„,*.ta.-^.,to  c..n.p.>l   he  e«e    •  "  l^"'^-;.^  ..„  Tr..<U«e. 

t'?'^,.''.r        ii<    ..oJ    ''a^    a    <»ourt    of    K.i.i.ly    will 
r,t.    IMt.  p.   ■•I^H,   '^•'\'^'      ,."0  „,,,.rei-.>  of   a  di«-r.ll'i. 

"C"''         .     ■.•i»..»i    no.iiaun.1    in  til.  t  or  in  Uw  or. 
w  li^:bVS^';^;^oMbu'i  il  ;  -  W  V:;- iVrVberefore. 

,  ,M<l    ■!  tb«  I'laiul.lTK  ^^^ 


the  l,!b!:ii  V  <■  on.'pany 
.  Mr  \ViH.»u."  t  '  r'^- 
n  r<>i.etiliK<>f  tk«  G<«ii 
I'-ro,  rcM.duti.M."  vTer.' 
the  '  .-  iru'^t  hop.'  M.d 
T,,nnM'l>-i  Wa  intw«tl«»«i 


tolu.l.loutbe   •'.•"•_^'';;„',^^  ;„„„„), t.e  to    co.lTer 


V 
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«XDref>h  ci.»n  ti.oHi?in-     T"'.""',   '    .,  ,   Ux    v. 

l,et1eT  exposition  of  the  te.  at'  l^  «  orita  to  exhibit  th- 
than  tbn.  "^iy" '''«»  '?,'^  A-  ^the  ^r;'';,d  .  ,.dicil  of  the 
ntnte  of  bi>niliel  ^U"  "„        !;  .,,.,  n-  ilii»    the  t.-«tator  a 


.,fT)r   \\.lin,B,»"  c.invieti..n«.ai.d   .xi-         • 

,,jtr|.li'i«.     "•  '  I,..    K«ina«fc«Hlto.'hang.       • 

l;rAT..''.';'^nTpr,!:;eed.,o.l'efe„d'^oniaelfa        -.       -. 
f  r."l.."in«tochaiigehM.mi..d.    Tben  it  .  , 

"»v '^  'j4:;v"p;:id  cr'"  ."vrhrappeai. ;. 

i',?i"wHl  kn  w«  '^^n-ibU iVy  of  the  «entlen.en  -..mpo-hi, 

Srvrrn''i^;i:^i^^i^i;?^?^^^^ 

Ii«m.  "'■ted  with....    jmlUT','. and  f^"™  «-',,j'  „,.„,.,„^^„ 

•"''''"'"Ti",?.  ,f,».  he  WH^    la.*  luflu.M.ee,A.y  hi.   promi.e 
po-e.  ^A'lnV*'-"  1  ronlThtiobe.  when.  ai  b-   Kvv.ar...t 

PI-  "'Vt' t;^  V*. r^irinl'ff.  .0  not  li-rimi..Rte  vietl.  That 
hereltb..ikth..pl...ntff^.on  «    ^^^  ^^..j,,  ^  ^,^ 

,.  ,rr1i»ld.re.^t  ..ydate«'«t  [,,',%  the  vv.itten  tern.s  of 
ui;."A!wet  iTbeyo'l.dV.mu'mlbMio,,,  ..ml  to  tbiaextent  ,hl. 
»rf?imei.tniay  iHiilv  HO-  pnmonnne  th*»  verbal 

hut  that  a  f''"J-  'J   '    "!r^,   ,he  art  -d  tbi,  f.atator.  in 
.iiivcton.  n"''vt  i.tw.V^.wer  and  a  profiii.«  toronb.rm 

„  a./«  .lo^,dalu..^pra,.^^;y..^X'^4^  t»- -r^ 


this  tlie  vritieu  T...    ,'-.;■..,,,,,       )^„rh    .vhs   tlie   enae  o 
ihftllie-  II,  the  verbal    '''''^"'1',.,    ,1,"   tctator  d.-vi»e<l 
^A^i,.  V-.  lb.;-'e.  1  ^,»r:,^oltevu..ler  a  verbal   direc 
„„,..lnt.  .'•   •r'\''''S''l%\,.7byWnetU  of    ,ii.  illegitimate 
(iontbat  It  Ml.  nU  I'-^^J-  ./H'^^  '  ^^\,^  «,,i„ion  a  i.ui«ber 
,0,..     t'bl.,'^  -'"IV     .?r  -Tl     ire.  ti....  wa"  «Uta.ue,l  aSa.n.t 
,,,  ,.„,Pi<  where  tbe yrtMl  ''"^T.' ',»„,.,,.  *  her*a   te.tatoi  , 
,1  ,  uW  of  the  Will:  one.  lor  in'"»"„,    ,,,.,1.,.,?  hi'  li'ir  at 
;  V  n«  deviled  bij  !;»;:'-;,  :„;;;;nn  ^o!-.^'...  -.f  ;'rtain 
i.x,  not  to  di"toiblhe   "' P"" "  '''    rti,,.  will:  ami  it  «"• 
;Hnd"^..«iredaner.bee-cu,.on^tb.^ 

..,  ,i..,Te.d.    -'<•',•!«.   ...I  intention,  will  di^reBard   tha 

,he  testat..r  ■*  *' V,",V,or"   c".i.^"»"«n'   <"  •■*»"'*y  "," 

I,  text,  ho*    ""V   "         „ft      ,,l       a     teMalor      who 

«'"    ,     ,he     ""''■"'"„  **^Vuoit;on  of  a  c.ntraet   ill 

ved  hi^e*t»te  ,..  ''"■  ■'V,V,?  i  «    very    intent,  ao.l 


iifn 

wr.tt'-      , 
(,,     i^eaiil 
luiH  ifiv. 
the  line  ot  »vvi 


•w^ 


^iviiilii  cl  111"  fiitii 

'   ,-       ..  -UliT  t"  I'" 
11    ^iri'li:it>« 


m^ 


.,  ,..„«  tiV  ilu  fiu.     Till'-   promi*'  *.it  ijivtui, 
,.rU'  ;  -wt"  rV  no.t^BltN''^    .-.:  -nly   .-it  o1  fe 

vfi-  <'PP'-''V'' V^^^'r^n     "  k  'ov.u  .  li«ible»il^s.     Will. 
I.  a  n...i.tl.  »1"'      »  '  ,,ul„lt'd  .-lu''.'.".!  .oiuwel  »«to  IM 
aa[guUo.M4  thecon  r  J,!     '  ^^ui..;;  lb-.  H.lectiou.  hu.1 
i.n.1  upoo  '•  V^l  ,,  L.StroB«tb«tib-  Kiircbui-  wa- biiwl 
TuH  '"'tu^XliTX  ^'imfon  ,va.ab!:nlut«.  and  wa«t., 

1». .  Kurb  dj.-d  on  tbe  ^      ''•  fr^iu^  cvinu.uui.  *t -d  tt 


^ffmimmimmmmfm^l^im^H^K^^ 


.1  i . 


».  t. 


of  tbi>e\«;.nt.>i    ^"'Pf/^f    'i.;,.!,   |„.  viif^  nii<-..n!R»«iis 

.«...^it«.cn,ded  ^'f;';';''  P;  "a^rU  tBlabllVbeHl  lb»i  'i 
»ltad  ut  lieiug  bu  pbiin  """;/,,"'•,  »„«,!„  ,hf.  tJitatiU  r- 
courtof  ♦:i«"i«V';«.'"fVTJ'"  i  '  „p.l'i!wnMl.bira.ul  >> 
choicf  and  oust  bis  ."  ""V  ;  Iv  Jl      D'r..perlj  .      ft   denl-H 

"'"  "r"'.'  ",'  f.;  ,^"  bTc'hX  "  -tn."  .7ac.o,fu.Hb.!Uy 
fxannijaniiii  upon  ^^mc^  i'"   "»,    ,      iw,;.-.   renin.     H  '•" 

i„r  lb.-  tb..«gbuH..d  p»'r^;-'^  "',4  '^...r^^^^^^ 

our  ability  t..  •I'-'V''^'  '.'.i^.Ytb.  u«»k"''"»  i>"l"i"K 
prou.iBe  ui.d  tbf  '<«'»♦•'•'"'>"''  3S(fo.«.--k"  Tb.>  cane  i- 
fiii  net  ..f  inip.>rti»T.''«.  poiidcrlM  r.n  \t.  '  •"" 

■  ..i^.^; .■i«..«.>iM    T 


..t  Dr.  Kimh  .  will      Cun.mlU"««  w<.r  ■  r'^'*"'   '"'•?"    '",'. 
to   1,  II,,,-,    ..   tb».  ..pii.i..n.^    ol     tb^  mj^nilKM-..    *''""„''• 

<Ji.  uii.-i.U'U  wii.,Kaid;  "  But  tiie-x.'Cutor  of  Dr.  Kmh, 

l,i^  lib-,  as  w«ll  a'  /,um  /M.  ""•?••""'«,":"","  /^.  •'.  T  .- 
.tl,*,-id*.aid:  -Tb,-w,l  K.v^«t..ll.^.xe.M,l„rtb  nh-  . 
-„  „u  rmht  to  wWcltbe  bKMton  au.l  t.,  cou.t.  uct  the  j 
buiUUii"  and  Ik'f  ilisrrfttOM  na.\  been  txa  , 
"l!y"b;    M'b..-ti„!5    Br.md     an.J  Chrl.Uj.n     »tr'.etsu'( 

\g..l.,.t  Ibis  ..NerwhelBiii.e  ''^ '•'•■''•••••. ''':.'"'•'.';' 
,.ath.,f  Mr.WilliRm*,  th.  ■•■•'V"'"'"','^*/  ?  r.wrJ^; 
tliecndntticnb*'  b»wi|tb»l  Mi.  Wllllanu  .1I<1  not     \er 

lifpliiHown  jii.lai.i' ufcf^  > —  ,         ... 

tu.nin.  ..fl.r  K\v  .l-.H.  o.   i»r     Kiwh.  th«  Wit-r  ..t    Dec^ 

pUiMinibill.  Tb.  .  bj.rt  and  pnriKvy  '''i" ''■^';.' ^^ 
l,..rtc  „bTi..i.«  >.y  the  rirco«.ftunc.-«  whiob  haN»  e  A-rt 
it.    Cntl-.^-VHyli;,.!  n-i.««..aij.\   '»»^  '''IV  lu.'aL.:  .  ^  .  •- 


....  iKtof  inip..rtaT.''«.  p<'i"t';'»" '"'  ,,  p,,suivo.  di»tin.t 
Ln.UKbt  dii..  tly  t..  ;,''\»  I>'f4;.*UniiMn  it  bi*  auHwer 
and  reitpratr-d  »«»''.\'^  '^.^^i^  „Vt  .  i^^^^^  bin  own  judg- 
and  bi«  te.liin.  "y '  V.    ATTher  tbat   be  do.  h  not  know 

tni«.      Can    it    ''''  J»f*'^^  .a   ^ill  d.poHO  tbe  execntor,  cast 
(•«hf  iin.l  on  Bii.h  <\Krrtunn,  ^T'  ',"  .V,„,i.  back  tip.-n  tbe  os 
tbi-  P'''P''rt\Pt'r'»«»f/J,^y/j.';^;,V;i!,,a..l  plar'i-  it  it.  tb..- 
tat*-,  wi.Ht  tb.-  P"*^r,!!""  i*'"  ,   r      l.  laHe  t..  bi-  lound  li. 
band^  ..t  olb.-rn?    ^  "."^,,1*;  '"'    •        f  any  ran  be  foitnd 
tbo  bookH  b.  r«  or  «■  •'•'•'';"^  i,,^;"tV  «  f  ".■  tJtato.  JMoic 
;.l.r..ad  it  c»Tmot  l^VVif!^:  «tatrtbe  b'ar  i.eot  tb..  fa.;t«., 
.-.xan.ii.ii.Ktbe  law  >«' "    .  Un^fot  Dr  K,."bV«ritt..t.  wlll- 
Wan  tbe  s.b-.t..:..  njtbo  U""  I  ..Vb  d.-   ineH  to  Mr.  W  il 
Tbe  will  ih  dat.d  in    -««.»»  ^^t'j-'jn*,/         j    ,„„   ti„in 
)ml«HallbiH.^tat.•.   ntruHtU  s^^^^^^ 

If.O    l<.('t    h.inuie,  V  S*,"^    ,„f  /..  -IVtati...  pr..ofbuil.linK 

^i»c■il-ntl)•  lalKf.  iiutoi.lT   *   ^,  "'^^fensi-.n  a.coidin«  to 
Library  <''"U'''''>/|;;  '"J.^»!^,^,a"ir,nbo«l.l  bave  n<>«;, 

tl.i-na<..'rdmK  to    Dr.    »'"/?'''*  .fV,.'  j,v  the  ti-rniii  of 

t  le  U.  WH  /,.  /.«''  ^^'''':V"a  to  biiBM  Itli'.  ri«bt  to  lear. 
tbe  \vni,tbo  te»tutor  '•'*'f  v<-d  to  ira«"t  '^  »  ,;,,.«„ t„, 
\;'rimn  ii.M.n.ti.,u.;  *'V  ,;;  ''"a'^.^.Ar.V.-  Hl«  veibal  in 
Hh..uld»<t  iii>j>i.'  l''''^l'Vr».-.-t»>ri'etoi.-  witbin  tbev.-iy 
Mructioiis  to  b  i;  '■>';["'•"."'>,  a  lal  pv  of  bUtory  that  tb.- 
Jiueoltbewr.tt.nN       .    ltiH»»n»  ^.j^^,^,    ^^^^^ 

war    ol     tb.       r'-bolH  n      ^bai^,  ,a...«bt-..N    by 

„f     ,fl»ir»    111    V"?,  f  "7„  *ei,rv    tU  m-  of  pri"-B.  ai.u 

introabe  .;1  >'".^","^V..t  ,h.  V,     s  .age  of  th.<   tirHt  co.ncl 
Hr.  BuHb  i^niiiid.    ''"\ '"' p'i'^Jriu.b  ai     "    K\ent8and 

«bli.-'o.l  iix-  to  '"'»ke  »'^\7^\  ,'  "aking  a  new  wm,U-«t  bin 
he  lau.  M..l«  to  s'tutc  the  '^'^'5  "' "  "„|  ",T,iuS^  avoi.lit.  "  To 
Ika'tb  wltb.n  .t>-V,itf,?i;r,cT.t  n.;.U>  (  .  u"roc«.-dH)  I  ii.nHt 
Hv.dd  thr  poBSibi  ity  "/,*'"??  SCeVproviHlon.-  kh  tb.;y  inuN 
Ir-t  it  Htai.d  iiH  It  l«.aii.l»da '•«'»[  Pi  i,;,  1S(J6.    No 

ocUV  tu  !..«-. ;.  TUi««f  c'  ,,  .•'^^•l;'  ',  ,u^Jwfs  can  b-;  .mule, 
In-tt.  r  i-xp..Hiti'm  <>' "'V  K^:''  ,  '  ii  wont*,  to  i>\blbit  tln- 
tban  tbn*  K*V"  »'\»"  A"  ,'  "  ,1^  be  n'ro nd  .M.dicil  of  the 
8tftto  of  blMnind  wji' "  '^V'!X.,i„,,  thi»,  the  t.^^tatoi  • 

«.l;3;'''r«ci.«iK-Tr^-2[i.'.u!';"la,..na..   ..f  th«B.cond 

•t;^"«  '\i  »-?-,.is..ir^..r'o.«"ub;-;^v1-!f^^-  - 


Sir".  Willi. VuK, an.l "i  Vo. rer.p«.n.ln".--  •* Vh."''l^;te,- of".h^ 
>Jr.  Williau..  adb.-red  to  N.^b-''    ••■  •  J'  '''^  *";';,"',  .'^r. 

luoV;  .''iVT.;,lK..:^<d^  i.Vd'l.-..d-b;...»olf  a^a.""!  .M-n^ 
.;    ,"    .."in«  tolbang.-  b..  n.i..d.    Tbc.  .,i.  be  plea. I-    b  • 
■•.„•.. -dcbi.rarter  .-f  b.j  |..'...i>-e.    ""  '      ..     ..  ^-aN    t.. 

^H7H?rn''i^^i^;^-^"-«"i^^ 

tatt   •'V",V;'/'',';./"'."^,.i,,^,,  iit  tbe  c  o«P  ..I  th<-  ye»r(le-a. 
f    1  w-lil    a-'    t'..n.P»"y,ii.-<teH.I  of  proving  that  Mi  .  NN  i 

'-"'^  r?^'i"ir  "':,:T:;"il:::r^  l:r  ?r.a"r::!:;":.«bVy 

To  biV  fri.i.d.      So  h.;  o..«b.  t,.  be     w  1..M  ,  a«    «     .;  ^  ."^  ;,^ 
«...  with  an  api.royi..g  j..d«Meut^   1     «  i"       P     P '■^^';^ 

!l;:r\.*;;,,rl.rrC-o;X.<^^Kbi«.u.un.^ 
'";i.!::^;r;i^;r:!mV;'on^'^tS;^«o>t^;:.;«;:;;'-^^ 

tl„.  |.ow.-|-  i-  beyond  contradicti..ii,  an.l  to  i"'" 

"'^;;;'v,!;:tT?.::;j;Yc;.vn.v  can  pr..n..«...a....^ 

,li,,c.i..n.  and.  .nil  ''i''"'"'^"   "^  ,d  .  pron  "«  to  cnnb.rn. 


r.-w  r-'-  '•; 

I  tbe  llilll.l 


tliistlie  wrii.eii  ".....     •-_.  Hnrb   wk-<  tbe   «  afe  ..1 

,  bat  lie*  Vi'''"\"w  t.l  ra  w  ere  the  tOHtat...  .bv'-.-.l 
lloge  v«.  ll.'Uf.  1  ^.•'"*'-,r:,:i,l.K  ..ii.Wl  a  verbal  dl.ec 
..n  e,tat.  to  bis  »\rV''''-'V  .'bei^nelVt  of   hi* ilb-uitluiat- 

„t  cane,  where  the  ver  ml  '."r\''^  ';„,,„,  y,  l^rea  te.lHt..r, 
tbe  text  ol  the  flU.  'r,  f.V,u.,b  w,d..Hir.-dbi?  b-ir  at 
bavn.K  '»«vije,nn.la  eU   oa'U  ..^^j.,,,  „t  .ertaiii 

law  not  to  diHtiirblbe   "' PV„,,  "'    rthe  will;  audit  wait 
laudH  ».. ,ni red  after  the  .^xecit^^^^^^^ 
1 .,  .1,-.  r.-.  d .    Now  If  a  c.urt   >^  ^;'\Y»>,    „  ,fi  di.reg.. id  ,t b. 

np.ntbe  <-'''•'«■''■ 'L'*„;V.,'.rci'nInai,t   to  e.,ulty  ..  it 
uritt.-utext.  how  mil.  binoi     _«.o.  ,..Hi,vt..r     wh.. 

o     leaaid     tb"     r'''r",,,,?a.liKtttb.i>ofa  c....tr.vM  in 

,„H  inv.dved  H  r"  *rt.   cim   .    "    t-.    Ncry    ii'«'"l,  and 
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Mr.  ProbRAro  nn«l   fit*  IJbrarj . 

^a  the  eve  of  hiw  departure  for  Europe, 
Mft  pROBASco  has  presented  to  oiu  public 
libraries  aud  to  a  few  of  his  book  lovinv; 
friends,  a  j)rint<'d  catalogue  of  his  book«, 
roanus<  riptH  and  works  of  art.  The  cat- 
alogue itself  is  a  work  of  ait.  It  has  bet-n 
in  preparation  several  years,  aud  no  labor 
or  expense  has  been  spared  to  make  it  as 
complete  and  perfect  as  possible.  It  is  a 
royal  octavo  volume  of  four  hundred  and 
eleven  pages,  aud  was  printed  on  Dutch 
paper,  at  the  University  Press,  in  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts.  As  a  model  for 
paper  aud  size,  Mr.  Probasco  had  evidently 
in  mind  Bnvsm^H  Manuel  da  Libraire,  the 
last  edition  on  large  paper.  A  more  beauti- 
ful specimen  in  typography  has  never  conm 
from  the  American  press.  The  edition  ,i« 
oiily  seventy-ttve  copies. 

So  many  citizens  and  visit*»r«  at  Cinein-' 
nati  have  enjoyed  tho  hospitality  of  Mr. 
PROBV8CO,  and  feasted  their  eyes  in  his 
Library  and  among  his  art  treasures,  that 
the  collection  seems  almost  to  have  been 
mad£  and  administered  for  the  honor  and 
good  name  of»Ciucinnafi  as  »  place  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement.  There  are  other  splen- 
did collections  in  the  country;  but  they  are 
not  shown  as  Mr.  Pkobahco  has  shown  his. 
A  person  may  see  the  library  of  John  Cak- 
TEK  Brown,  of  Providence,  rich  in  books 
relating  to  the  discovery  and  early  settle- 
ment of  America,  if  he  can  get  the  proper 
letters  of  introduction;  and  they  must  be 
letters  such  as  few  persons  can  obtain.  Mr. 
James  Lennox,  of  New  York,  who  has  tho 
best  private  collection  in  America,  shows 
his  lihrary  to  no  one,  not  even  to  his  corre- 
spondents and  intimate  friends.  Fie  meet^^ 
his  friends  in  his  business  office,  and  there 
they  talk  over  books;  but  no  one  is  ever 
asked  to  cross  the  threshold  of  his  library. 

Residents  are  little  aware  how  much  the 
books  and  art  coUec^ions  of  Mr.  Probasco 
iiSve  ..dded  to  the  repntation  of  our  city 
abroad.  Thei-9  are  other  collectors  iu  our 
city  who  are  alwaya  ready  to  show  their 
treasures,  and  are  well  kiiown- wherever  art 
is  appreciated.  A  visit  to  Clifton,  or  an 
evening  with  Mr.  Karrmann's  or  Mr.  W. 
H.  DAv^s'  engravings,  will  jjivo  »  visitor  a 
better  id^a  of  the  cnlture  in  a  Western  city 
than  any  description  or  hook  of  travels 
jver  written.  Some  years  ago  an  American 
gentleman  arrived  ui  Paris,  and  following 
his  passion  for  collecting  in  a  special  de- 
partment, maile  his  way,  with  an  intierprr- 
ter,  to  the  shop  of  a  dealer  in  that  class  of 
books,  who  wsfl  an  entire  strangeir.  The 
iealer  was  asked  to  show  only  such  books 
>n  this  special  subject  as  wer»>  very  rare.  A 
large  numl>er  wer«'  selectetl  and  laid  before 
the  customer,  who  looking  them  over,  found 
that  he  had  every  one.  The  dealer  was 
amazed  at  this  announcement,  and  said:  "Are 
you  from  Cincinnati  in  Americaf"  "Yes." 
"Is  your  name  C'arson?" 

Mr.  Probamco  in  a  niodeat,  preliminary 
note  says: 

"Without  any  pretensionn.  therefore,  ^  con- 
•ideration  as  a  library,  whioh'4t  is'nut.  it  may 
claim  the  Attention  of  bihlloittaileA<as  posAe,v*lng 
that  peculiar  Interest  which  a^bhes  to  any  val- 
uable c<»lle«'tlon  of  books,  as  jeflortinK  in  some 
rteirree  the  indivldMallty  an^^ferfioual  tastes  of 
its  owner."     *    T^  ■•       ^ 

Mr.  PROBA8C(Jdoubtles8*  means  that  his 
is  not  a  comply  library,  which  is  true. 
There  never  was  Hut  one  complete  iibrary,and 
that  was  owned  by  the  man  ^ho  wished  for 
but  two  books— tho  Bible  and  Shakspeare. 
A  complete  library  is  a  misnomer.  The 
larger  a  lihrary  becomes  the  greater  are 
tts  wants  and  ,  incomplet^^uess.  Tlie 
British  Museum,  with  its  niilliou  volumes, 
was  never  so  restless  as  now  iu  supplying 
its  deficien«ies.  The  Bibliotheque  Iru{keria1o 
of  Paris,  with  its  two  millions,  has  its  gaps 
which  would  shame  a  circulating  library 
in  Hamilton  County.  Harvard  College  Li- 
brary a  few  years  ago  hatl  no  copy  of  the 
works  of  Daniri.  Wfk.stkk.  A  library  is 
complete  only  when  it  is  struck  with  pt^-ai. 
,v»iSk  If  collectors  would  but  consult  theu 
own  taAte,  and  buy  only  such  books  as  they 
want,  without  reference  t^  completeness, 
and  this  Mr.  Probai*co  seems  to  have  done, 
w«  should  have  bett^^r  private  librairies 
than  w§  have  now,  aud  fewer  complete 
librwie*.  The  field  of  literature  is  too 
large  for  one  man  to  mast«r  m<)re  than  a 
•maU  portion  of  it.  The  narrower  his  area 
the  better  will  be  his  culture. 

In  late  years  Mr.  Probasto  has  wisely 
abandoned  the  idea  of  making  a  general 
library,  and  has  confined  his  pnrcbnees  to 
rare  ♦M^itions  of  the  ftible,  the  Fathers, 
DantA  Shftk«}>eare,  the  Aldine  and  Elzevii 
'•lassies,  iKHjks  printed  on  vellum,  volumes 
supposed  to  be  uniqae,  those  owned  by  dis- 
tinguished  and   royal   personages,  Biblical 


preasion  of  the  same,  163'2.     He  has  the  first  I 
edition    of    Milton's  Paradise  Lost,    1*W)S 
and  the  second   edition,    li;74.     UailT    the 
heading    "Bible,"    there    are    ninety  eight 
tit^d^iSI^l^^  inclT|AKaM||Mi|U':'H   Lat  i n 

V^enice 
e^  print- 
enriched  I 
I^d  in  del 
«'Hle  colors  and  beighteuerf^with^gold,   and 
with  more  thun  three    hundred   initial    let- | 
t«r8  illuminated.     No  other  cojiy  on  vellum 
is  known  to  exist.      He  has    several  other 
Bibles      printed      before     \^<^l       Then     of 
rlie    English  Bible,   there  is  "The  Byble  in 
Englyshe,  that  is  to  saye  the  content  of  all 
the  Holy  Kcrypture,"  the|tirst  edition  of  the 
great  Bible  brought  out  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Thomas  Cromwell,   Earl  of  I 
Essex,    printed   in    London     iu  1539;    also 
Cranmer's  Bible,   1541;  Matthew's  trans- 
lation  of  the   Bible,  l.'wl!);    Myles  Cover- 
dale's  Bible,  1553;    three    editions    of    the 
Bishop's    Bible,    1568,    15a5    and   l.'i9H;the) 
Geneva  version,    1.599;    the  Donay  version, 
lt)09;  the  first  edition  of  King   .Jamem'   ver- 
siou,  1(511,  and  the  second   edition,   printed 
the  same  year. 

Of  Incunabula,  or  books  printed  before 
the  year  15()0,  Mr.  Probahco  haa 
a  large  collection.  A  writer  in  the  Bosten 
Daily  Adcertuter,  a  short  time  eince,  thought 
the  statement  that  there  were  several  thou- 
sand of  these  books  in  this  country  was  an 
exaggeration.  He  only  knew  of  a  dozeu  in 
and  about  Boston,  which  was  confessing 
that  he  knew  very  little  about  the  matter. 
We  find  in  Mr.  Probasco's  catalogue,  under 
the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  twenty-four 
\'olume8  printed  before  1500.  If  the  remain- 
ing letters  yield  as  well,  Mr.  Probasco  has 
nearly  six  hundred.  The  earliest  of  these 
noticed  iu  the  letter  A  was  147:5,  and  there 
were  five  volumes  of  that  date.  Of  Dante, 
we  notice  that  ho  has  three  copies  printed 
iMjfore  1500. 

His  copy  of  "Purchas,  his  Pilgrimage," 
lH25-2t);  in  five  voliunes,  bound  by  BEil>- 
KORi>,  iH  ohe  f»f  the  finest  coj)ies  existing. 
The  fourth  volume,  relating  to  America  and 
the  early  English  settlements,  was  printed 
on  the  thinnest  and  sleaziest  pajter,  and  in 
ordinary  copies  is  full  of  holes  that  peas 
might  drop  through.  The  holes  in  this 
oopy  have  been  fille<l  with  paper  pulp,  the 
misMing  lettering  supplied  by  hand,  and  the 
sheets  stiffened  with  sizing.  The  expense 
of  such  manipulation  of  old  books  can  be 
best  apj)reciated  by  those  who  pay  the  bills. 

We  have  not  space  to  s)>eak  of  his  illu- 
minated manuscripts  and  missals,  and  can 
glance  only  at  his  illustrated  books.  Here 
is  the  large  edition  of  Ai'PrBON's  Birds  of 
America,  a  subscriber's  Copy,  in  four  im- 
mense folios;  Lephius'  great  work  on 
Egypt  and  iKthiopia,  published  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Prussian  Government,  in 
twelve  elephant  folion,  with  colore<l  litho- 
graphs, maps,  &c. ;  and  Zaun'h  work  on 
the  Art  Remains  of  Pompeii,  Herctilaneuro 
and  Stabia,  in  three  imp4^rial  folios.  No 
brief  description  of  this  library  can  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  its  luxury  and  value. 

To  the  catalogue  of  the  books  is  append- 
e<l  a  list  of  his  paintings,  marbles,  and 
other  objects  of  art  interest.  The  list  of 
one  hundred  and  five  pictures  includes  the 
names  of  the  l>est  jiainters  in  the  mo<lern 
English,  Oermati  and  French  sch«>ols.  Of 
Rosskau's  matchless  landscapes  he  has 
three,  and  of  Koek-Koek  and  some  others 
he  has  two  pictures.  'I*here  are  no  descrip- 
tions given.  The  masterpiece  <>i  KAir- 
Bach,  which  hangs  on  the  staircase  of  his 
tieautifnl  residence,  i«  given  in  the  list  thus: 

"KaI'LBACH     (WlLHELM     VON),     Mwlal      of 

Honor,  IHT^;  Grand  OflBc^r  of  Legion  of 
Honor,  1867;  Charity,  18^;  can  van,  length 
52  in.,  height  78  in."  This  is  all.  'Ilie 
memory  of  the  fortunate  visitor  who  has 
seen  it  must  supply  the  rest.  i*.  ^ 

Mi.  Probakco,  wath  his  eete*<med  wife, 
leave  their  home  to-day  for  a  t«tur  of  some 
months  in  Europe.  Their  preeenre  an«l 
genial  hoHpitality  will  be  missed  in  Cincin- 
nati during  their  abst>uce.  No  man  has 
done  more  for  the  honor  and  good  name  of 
our  city  than  Mr.  Probawjo,  and  no  man  iH 
held  in  highfir  esteem  by  its  goo<l  citizens. 
'Hte  fountain  on  l*roba8CO  Place  is  a  perpet- 
nal  monument  of  his  public  spirit  and  his 
refiiu»d  taste.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  our 
city  that  we  have  so  few  men  of  his  spirit. 
In  common  with  his  fellow-citirens,  wo 
wiHh  him  and  his  wife  a  pleasant  jotirnry, 
and  a  speedy  return  to  as  in  health  and 
happiness. 
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Ironi  tho  Ai^erican  pro«».      Tl»«  ftlitiou  .i» 
only  seven ty-livH  copies. 

So  mauy  citii^ns  aiul  vihiku-n  at  Cineiii' 
Bati  have  enjoyed  the    hogpitality    of  Mr. 
pROBAhCO,  and    feasted   tbcir  eyes   iu   his 
library  and  among  his   art  treuHuree,  that 
the  collection  soeius   almost    to   have   been 
mad£  and  atlministered  for  the  honor  and 
good  name  oWJiuciniiafi  aa  a  place  of,  cul- 
ture and  refinement.   There  are  other  splen- 
did collections  in  the  counti7;  but  they  are 
not  ohowD  as  Mr.  Pkobahco  has  shown  his. 
A  person  may  see  ..he  library  of  John  Car- 
ter Brown,  of  Providence,   rich   iu   books 
relating  to  the  discovery  and  early  settle- 
ment of  America,  il  he  can  get  the  proper 
letters  of  introduction;    and   they  must   be 
letters  such  as  few  persons  can  obtain.    Mr. 
James  Lennox,  of  New  York,  who  has  the 
best  private  collection   in  America,   slujvrn 
his  library  to  no  one,  not  even  to  his  corre- 
spondents and  intimate  friends.     He   meet^ 
his  friends  in  his  business  office,  and   there 
they  talk  over   books;  l»ut  no  one  is  ever 
asked  to  cross  the  threshold  of  his  library. 
Residents  are  little  aware  how   much  the 
books  and  art  collections  of  Mr.  Probasco 
i.ave  ..dded  to   tue   reputation   of  our  city 
thread.    There  are  other  collectors  iu  our 
city  who  are  always  ready   to  show  their 
treasures,  and  are  well  known- wherever  art 
is   appreciated.     A  visit  to  Clifton,   or  an 
evening  with    Mr.    Karrmann's  or  Mr.  VV. 
H.  Davis'  engravings,  will  give  a  visitor  a 
better  id^a  of  the  culture  in  a  Western  city 
than   any  description   or    book   of   travels 
sver  written.     Some  years  ago  an  American 
gentleman  arrived  in   Paris,  and  following 
his  passion   for  collecting  in    a  special  de- 
partment, made  his  way,    with  an  int^ei-pre- 
ter,  to  the  shop  of  a  dealer  in  that  class  of 
books,  who   wan  an   entire  stranger.     The 
lealer  was  asked  to   show  only   such  books 
>n  this  special  subject  as  were  very  rare.    A 
large  number  were  8electe<l  and  laid  before 
the  customer,  who  looking  them  over,  foimd 
that  he   had   every  one.     The    c'lealer   was 
•  mazed  at  this  announcement,  and  said:  "Are 
you  from  Cincinnati  in  Americat"     "Yes." 
"Is  your  name  CAHSONt" 

Mr.  PROBA.SCO  in   a  modest,  preliminary 
note  says: 

"Without  any  pieteualone,  therefore,  to  con- 
•Ideration  as  a  library,  whichJt  l8'n»)t,  it  may 
f  laim  thp  attention  ol  blbliopWles'as  posflesMlug 
that  peculiar  Interest  which  at^hes  to  any  val- 
uable collwtlon  of  i/OOka,  as  reflecting  In  nome 
degree  the  individuality  »ud»l)erNoual  tastee  of 
it*  owner."     » '  "Z-  *      J>i 

Mr.  PBOBASCoTdouhtless  means  that  his 
is  not  a  coinpme  library,  which  is  true. 
There  never  was  but  one  complete  library,and 
that  was  owned  by  the  man  )vho  wif  bed  for 
but  two  books — the  Bible  and  Shakspeare. 
A  complete  library  is  a  misnomer.  The 
larger  a  library  becomes  the  greater  are 
its  want*  and  ,  incompleteness.  The 
British  Museum,  with  it*  million  volumes, 
was  never  so  restless  as  now  in  supplying 
its  deficiencies.  The  Bibliotlieque  Im|»eriale 
of  Paris,  with  its  two  millions,  has  its  gaps 
which  would  shame  a  circulating  library 
in  Hamilton  County.  Harvard  College  Li- 
brary a  few  years  ago  ha«l  no  copy  of  the 
works  of   DaNirl  Wkbhtek.     A   library  is 


Daily  Jdieriwr,  a  short  time  smcennoughU 
the  statement  that  there  were  several  thou- 1 
sand  of  thest^  books  in  this  country  was  an 
exaggeration.     He  only  knew  of  a  dozen  in' 
and   alxmt    Host<in,  which    was   confessing 
that  he  knew  very  little  about  the  .latter. 
We  find  in  Mr.  Pkobahco'8  catalogue,  under! 
the  first  letter  of  the  alphaUst,  twenty-four 
volumes  printed  l)elore  15<)0.  If  the  remain- 
ing letters  yield  as  well,  Mr.  Proba.mco  has 
nearly  '^^  hundred.    The  earliest  of  thewe 
noticed  iu  the  letter  A  was  147J,  and  there  I 
were  five  volumes  of  that  date.     Of  Dante, 
we  notice  that  ho  has   three  copies  i>rinted  | 
liefore  1500. 

His  copy   of    "Purchas,  his  Pilgrimage," 
U}25-2«;  in  five  vohunes,   bound    by   Be|i>- 
FORD,  is  one  t>f  the   finest  copies  existing. 
The  fourth  volume,  relating  to  America  and 
the  early  English  settlements,  was   j)rinted 
on  the  thinnest  and  sleaziest  pai»er,   and  in 
ordinary  copies   is   fall    of  holes   that  peas  I 
might    drop    through.    The    holes   in   this| 
copy  have  been  filletl  with  pa[>er   pulp,  the  j 
missing  lettering  supplied  by  hand,  and  the  I 
sheets  stiflened  with  sizing.    The  expense 

f  such  manipulation  of  old  books  can  be 
best  appreciated  by  thosn  who  pay  the  bills. 

We  have  not  space  to  speak   of  his  illu- 
minated manuscripts  and   missals,  and  can 
glance  only  at  his  illustrated   iMjoks.     Here  ] 
\»  the  large  edition  of  Aijdi'BON's  Birds  of  | 


complete  only  when  it  is  struck  with  paral- 1  iiappiness. 

ywsk     If  ooUectonj  would  but  consult  theu- ' 

own  taite,  and  buy  only  such  books  aa  they 

want,  without  reference  Ui  completeness, 

And  this  Mr.  Probaaco  seems  to  have  done, 

w©   should    have   btstter     private    libraries 

than    «e  have  now,  and    fewer  com]dete 

libraries.     The  field  of    literature  is    too 

large  for  one  man   to  master  more  than  a 

•mall  portion  of  it.     The  narrower  his  area 

the  better  will  be  his  culture. 

In   late  years  Mr.  Probasco   has  wisely 
abandoned   the   idea  of  making   a  general 
library,  and  hM  confined   his  pnrchaees  to 
rare  editions   of    the   Bible,   the    Fathers, 
Dante,  Shakapeare,  the  Aldine  and  Elzevir 
classics,  bookf  printed   on  vellum,  volumes 
supposed  to  be  unique,  those  owned  by  dia- 
tinguished    and    royal   personages,  Biblical 
eodexes,    Psaltt^riums,    Brevtarlen,    MJssals 
•ad    Uluetrated    works      in    Science     and 
_ Natural   History.     He   has  given    eapeoial 
attention    in    procuring     the    bent    speoi- 
meoB  in  the  art  of  book-binding,   illnstrat- 
iag  the  earlier  and   later    styles  of  Italian 
and  French  woakmanship   in   leathern  mo> 
liaic,  niello,   bronze   and  ivory.     It  will  as- 
tonish a  person  who  has  "never  given  atten- 
tion to  this  matter  of  art'-bindin^^  tjo  ace  Mr. 
Probasco's  specimens.    Quite  as  l>eautifnl 
effects  are  produced   in   leathern    mosaic  as 
are  done  with  stones   iu  FIorentirKft   mosaic. 
That    five   hnndre<l   dollars  could    l»e  judi- 
ciously expended  on  the  binding   ol  an   oc- 
tavo  Tolnme   might  seem    an    improbable 
statement;  but  it  has  been  done,  and  the  re- 
«ult   is  as   truly  a  work  of  ari  as  a  picture 
nr  a  statue.     Mr.'  Probahco  lias  such  speci- 
mens, and   also  bindings   of  larger  volumes 
that  cost  even  more. 

The  catAlogue  shows  that  Mr.  Probasi  o 
bas  the  first  folio  of  8MAK•^PFARK^«5  col- 
^jj^  wofJi^j  16'^i  and  ako  tli«  aeco&d  im- 


America,  a  subscriber's  Copy,  in  four  im- 1 
mense  folios;  Lepsius'  great  work  on 
Egypt  and  iEthiopia,  published  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Prussian  Government,  in 
twelve  elephant  folios,  with  colore<i  litho- 
graphs, maps,  &.C. ;  and  Zahn's  work  on 
the  Art  Remains  of  Pompeii,  Hercnlaneum 
and  Stabia,  in  three  imperial  folios.  No 
brief  description  of  this  library  can  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  its  luxury  and  value. 

To  the  catalogue  of  the  books  is  append- 
ed a  list    of    his    paintings,    marbles,    and 
other  objects  of  art  interest.     The    list    of 
one  hundred  and  five  pictures  includes  the 
names  of  the  best  jtalnters   in   the  modern 
English,  German  and   French  schools.    Of 
RoatsEAU'e    matchless   landscapes     he    has 
three,  and  of  Kokk-Koek  and  some  others 
he  has  two  pictures,     'rtiere  Kre  no  descrip- 
tions   given.    The    masterpiece   of  Kaui.- 
bach,  which  hangs  on  the  staircase   of   his 
lieautiful  residence,  is  given  in  the  list  th as: 
"KA17LBACH    (WiLHELM    von),    Medal    of 
Honor,  I8f»5;  Grand    Officer   of    Legion   ol 
Honor,  1^)67;  Ckurity,  1868;  canvas,   length 
r-9   in.,    height   78  in."      This  is  all.    The 
memory  of  the  I'ortuniate  visitor   who  has 
Hcen  it  must  supply  the  res^.  t**>A. 

Mi.  Probasco,  i»*b  his  esteemed   wife, 

leave  their  home  to-day  for  a  tour  of  some 

months     i»»    Euroi»e.     Their    presence   and 

genial  hospitality  will  be  missed   in  (."incin- 

nati    during    their    absence.     No   man  Las 

done  more  for  the  honor  and  good  name  of 

our  city  than  Mr.  Probasco,  and  no  man  is 

held  in  higher  esteem  by  its  good   citizens. 

The  fountain  on  I'robaeco  Place  is  a  peq)et- 

ual  monument  of  his  public   spirit   and   his 

refined  taste.     It  is  the  misfortune  of  our 

city  that  we  have  so  few  men  of  his  spirit. 

In  conunon    with    his    fellow-citizens,    we  j 

wish  him  and  his  wife  a  pleasant  journey, 

and  a  speedy   retnrn  to  us  iu  health  and 
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TOESDAY  EVENINQ.  MAY  20.  IS73. 

EYENIMf' 


CUEREirr  NOTES 


The  Pekkinh  LinKAUY.  While  the  recent  ac- 
cr8sion8oJHoiuui.yrarcbo<»k.  to  our  l'^i'»l'^  Li- 
l.iary  has  just  been  made  known  to  our  cit.z.ms, 

.r^ttcniL  has  been  called  to  a  .a!c  b  v  auet.on 

at  Ha.wortb  Park,  -•-^  ^-^-^/^ZZllnn^^ 
,d  of  June  next,  of  the  most  yaluaole  '""^'^^J  °  '^^ 
,-e  books  oflered  tor  several  yeira.  Bc^la..8  th., 
iour  folio  edUiors  of  Shakspeare,  nuraer-us  illus- 
trated mauuflcripts,  eounty  histories.  ^I'^'<^'"«!^^  ;. 
nrinlin-  on  vellum,  it  comprises  two  cupie.  o  on.^ 
u^X^arestot  book.-the  Ma.anu  Uible-nnnt.d 
upon  vellum  and  also  upon  paper.  ,,„«,.«. 

Tl.i.  work  wa.  printed  in  1450-55.  and  isthefl,  t 
b.jok  in  which  movable  t> pes  were  employed,  h. 
rLi  that  no  copy  of  the  le«.  th-  ^.j^v  no. 
U,„v  n  to  be  extant  is  entirely  p.rteet  Of  seven 
k  ,owt.  .obe  pnned  on  vellumfoura.  least  belong 
to  pubhc  lib.ari.«.  and  are  beyond  reach  of  pur- 
cl.ase.  Of  twenty  or  more  upon  paper,  the  laii,-r 
por'ion  are  sinr  ilarly  held. 

We  do  lot  know   that  any  copy  of  the  work 
exist,  in  America     ConsideriaR  the  Posuion  no^v 
occnpl.  d  bv  our  Public  Library,  would  ii  be  too 
i  ucli  to  ask  ot  our  wealthy.  puhlie.sp>nte<i  lei  o*- 
c  a'enB^  that  some  one  of  them  should  devote  a 
1  w  h^dred..  or  tt  might  be  even  a  h.w  thousand 
oidonar.  to  the  purchase  of  otje  of  these  copto    o 
the  first  printed  liible.  and  thereby  .mmortalu. 
!  imself.  wlul.  doin.,' the  city  of  Boston  and  ttie 
Public  Library  honor. 


-The  New  Y<Tk  Post  «s  m^ch  flnnov.d  by  Bos 
ton's  acquibltion  of  the  "  Barton  Library  "  ol  taat 
citv.  remarkinir,  " The eolUution.  wUich  was  made 
with  excellent  judproent,  was  an  ornament  to  the 
H  V  »nd  to  every  man  intere.tai  in  Uieraturc  its 
p^^r"e  here  was  a  subject  of  satisfaction  and 
l7rTJ   It  is  a  disgrace  to  Ne*'  York  that  such  col- 
lections  ever  leave  ihe  eity.'* 


BOSTON  PAILYJ-DVERTISER. 
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Outlicthlrdof  June  will  begin  m  England  t^n 
sale  of  the  Rieat  Perkins  libiaiT.  which  is  saia  txi 
l,e  probably  the  ilnest  that  will  be  dispersed  tn 
KuKland  in  the  present  century.    The  collect^.u 
^^a9  made  at  .mnu>nse  cost  iKJtwecn  the  years  1820 
and  1R30,  by  the  late  Henry  Perkins  of  Ha.nworth 
I'ark,  twelve  miles  from  London,  wherethe  sale  is 
to  lake  place.    Mr.  I'crkins  was  educated  by  "Old 
"Parr"    from    whom   he   acquired    hia   love  tor 
Looks!    He  was  a  liberal  purchaser,  and  trusted  to 
lnm.uyer8ast.jboth  the  works  to  be  purchased 
and  the  price  that  should  l>e  paid.    The  library  is 
full  of  the  choicest  treasures,  and  it  on^;ht  tn  at- 
tract the  attention  of  book-lovers  in  this  country 
as  well  as  in  Europe.    Iheie  are  two  mauuscni.t 
B.bles  of  the  thirteenth  ceuturv,  one  in  Latin  and 
the  other  in  French,  with  miniature  p.imtni<,'8  and 
illmnmated  capitals ;  two  copies  of  the  flrnt  i.nnU-d 
lUble,  from  the  types  of  Out^nburg  and  Faust,  one 
ui,   vrllu.n  and  the  other  on  paper.    The  velluwi 
copy  of  this,  which  is  known  as  the  Nazarene  B-- 
l.lc.  IS  an  admirable  specimen  of  one  of  the  rarest 
and  most  valuable  as  well  as  most  InterestinR  cop- 
ies of  the  sacred  text  in  existence,  and  was  pur- 
chased for  £504  in  1825,  an  exceedlnRly  hlsh  price 
tor  that  time.    There  arc  In  all  no  less  than  seven 
xovn  Bibles  of  the  hfteenth  century,  most  of  them 
of  ureal  rarity,  and  many  in  the  ori-lnal  bindlnffs; 
.!,';ies  Of  Coverdale-s  (1-535),  ^l^tthews  (1537,  and 
(  ranincr's  (1540)  English  Bibles;  a  copy  of  the  first 
,,miou  of  King  fnmes's  version  of  1011 ;  a  copy  of 
the  Bath  edition  of  1785.  of  which  onlv  twelve  cop- 
eV  were  printed ;  and  many  others  that  are  worthy 
oi  notice.    The  library,  which  is  a  very  large  one, 
CO  "tains    numerous    auclent    manuKcrtpts.    and  a 
're't  number   of  early   editions  of  Shake«pearc. 
Ten  Jon  ..n  and  others,  with  many  other  treas- 
I.rts  of  ^reneral  Uteiatnie  which  we  coul>l  not  hop. 

'"^^^n'm^rmed  that  Messn,-  Little. Br^wn^ 
ro    who  have  a  catalogue  of  the  llhrai?.  will  exe- 
'  ;;"ny  commissions  that    may    be  i"t"isted  to 
n  l.f the  purchase  of  iKioks  from  it.    there  arc 
Iny  of  them  >vhieh  ought  to  tind  a  rest.n«-P  ace 
n  the    Boston    public    library.     That  mstltu  lo 
could  not,  however,  at  this  time  devote  any  of 
fluids  to  the  purchase  of  books  of  this  cla.s.    T  u 
ac   uisition  of   the  Bartcn    !il>'arv  has  g.vxn  it  a 
';;En  Which  nought  to  be  enabled  by  t^he^^^^^ 
erosity  of  our  wealthy  citizens  to  hold.    It  may  oc 
eiir   o  some  of  them  that  the  gift  of  one  or    i  ire 
of  those  treasures  to  the  public  library  would  be  a 
:.od  disposition  to  make  of  a  part  of  their  nioncy 
^„a  we  trust  that  an,  who  are  so  disposed  will 
'take  steps  at  once  to  act  upon  the  suKRCStion. 


§0St0n  giulfi  a^bhL 
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Somtb  Boston  Branch  Librarr* 

It    is   DOW   over  a  year   since  the  .South  Boston 
Branch  Library  was  opened.    It  contains  over  five 
thotmana   voluaies,    but    the    number    taken    out 
Hioithly  IB  nearly  double  thai  number,  which  showH 
that  CD  an  average  ibtse  live  tbousuud  u^ks^ure 
1  loaned  txvU'c  over  nt  least  ten  time,  a  yew.    Th.' 
books  wbkh  an  r.a.l  the  m.«t  belong  t«  that  cl.  h-^ 
known  aa  "  ligbt  literature."      Mr..    ""'""••^'   "'"^ 
SUvu.H,   nnd    Mr».    Souihworth    are    l-^-" '«P;   <f « 
ua,«l  fK^imlar  authors,  but  th.  re   arc  ""'"l**™  ^'^^ 
call    for    an    entirely    diUeunl    class    of     work*. 
'IhuN     for     InMai.ce,     In     one    week,    when     Mrn. 
I  JSwoith's    books    had    been    taken    31J0    t.nH;s 
.de.titic      works     b«d      been     drawn     «;»/""'^^ 
Very  few  of  the  bookn  h«ve  been  lont.  and  but  a  low 
,..vc  been  soiled  .rn.utilated  .oan  tol>e  ""tt\^;'y^' 
,  while  nearly  §20  is  colU  pfctl  every  monU.  for  tlne«. 
-Ihele^iots  about  the  library  are  of  hder.  st  when  It 
iH  remembered   that  when   the   project  "f   having  a 
branch  library  at  South   Bosb.i  wan  "''l^^  -;^';^; '    , 
,.roiK.«ition  was  ridiculed,  on  the  ground  that      w     M 
le  of  no  use  to  the  people  of  tb^^ '«rt  of  th^.U^^^ 
Theottice.sof  the  library  are  as  fol low*.  V^'™a«. 
Mrs    A.  C.  D.  Keen ;    registration  clerk,   MUs  C.  K. 
JuTl  of;  receiving  clerk.  Mis.  L.  A.  Baldwin,  t-jgetbe 
'  witUUal  other   ladle.,  whose  duties  are  those  of 
afr.MMi.nts  in  the  management  of  the  library. 


^*SM-; 


'-'V^, 


""/  /  ^         lie  o'JJected,  some  time  ago,  to  put- 

"~  /  X----'tiiiK  expensive  and    illustrated    books  in 

The  Volksblatt  iratn  T>i;*coarRe8  ob  Ko^vel  ^''e  Library,  as  it  was  "a  people's  llbrarr 
Keadlng:.  ,for  the  instruetion  and    entertainment  of 

[Translated  from  the  VolkibiAtt  ofMayse.l      'the    masseg;    not    a     library     for     learn- 

Wo  would  advise  those  who  favor  novel  rt-ading  led      nponln       m.»,^„^     «„,,  k«-      j 
at  the  .:o.t  of  tax  p.-iyeru  to  r-ake  as    little  noise  ^         Peopic,      whose     number      does      not 

" '■■     -    ■      ■  "^'ar  any  proportion  to  the  number  of  the 


UH  possible,  and  not  piiipos«-l>  invite  a  (liscusaioii 
from  which  tlioy  will  piohahly  come  out  second 
best.  We  ouiselves  have  net  yet  given  any  edito- 
rial view  on  this  subject.  Yet  an  anonymous 
^vrite^  iu  the  Knquiker  seeks  constantly  to  pro- 
voke n«.  and  will  probably  thereby  make  it  neces- 
sary for  us  to  go  into  a  coiifroversy  in  which  we 
nave  not  till  now  been  a  party. 

This  anonymous  writer  declares  that  a  largo 
number  of  women  read  the  Volkshlatt  only  for 
the  Mlorles  contained  in  it;  that  thew  atorics  are 
o!il,  jinrt  are  to  bo  found  in  the  Public  Library; 
that  our  lavly-ieaders,  as  soon  as  they  have  made 
this  discovery,  jfenerally  btop  tUo  Volkiibhitt,  and 
beta  lid  themselves  wholly  to  the  Public  Library; 
and  that  wi-;  for  thie  reason,  are  opposeii  to 
nuikUig  the  Public  Library  a  leading  iuatitution 
for  novels.  These  aieertlous  are  wholly  untrue. 
At  all  events,  it  Is  true  that  our  lady  subscribers 
read   the  novila  in  our  "Fullleton"  with  urreat 


reading  public.  This  was  in  December, 
1870.  lie  also  then  opposed  "large  expendi- 
tures for  Bcientific  works."  If  we  are  not  to 
have  any  of  these  classes  of  books,  what 
kind  of  books  shall  we  have  in  the  Library? 
''We  acknowledge,"  he  says  (May  20), 
"the  bonefloence  of  public  libraries;"  but 
what  will  a  public  library  be  without  these 
classes  of  bo^?  and  he  can  name  no 
other  class  of  books  which  shall  not  bo  as 
objectionable  to  the  principles  he  has  laid 
down  as  those  specified.  He  is  like  Ensign 
Stkijbins,  of  3Iaine,  who    was    wholly  in 


pleasure,  but  the  Stories  are  not  old,  and  are   not  i,.  •  ^    ■■■ 

to  be  had  at  the  Public  Library.     The  ;Sscrcti,  pvor  of  the  Maine  Liquor  Law,  but  "acin" 
0/     (he     I'rater,     the     Our»e    of     the     Inmne.  |ta  enforcoinont 
One.    were    ►ient    to    ut    by    our    corre^pon.lent,  ^       ♦-niorc<-inent. 
liarnstein,  immediately  after  their  aapearanee  in 
the   Vienna  newspapers,  and  are,  as  far  ae  we 


know,  not  procurable  in  the  book  tra(»«.  The 
WindfriJig  Heir  anil  the  New  JU,ti/<lHlina  were 
translate;!  especially  for  us  by  our  esteemed  col- 
leuKiie,  Or.  Hess.  The  writer  iu  the  ENyi'iKEii 
has,  therefore,  either  prated  about  things  of 
Whicli  lie  knew  nothing  or  undcrstrioa  nothing 
or  else  he  has  made  himself  guilty  of  a  willful 
untruth. 

\V hen,  however,  a  person,  in  discussing  a  gen- 
eral (juestiou,  evinces  such  a  spiteful  spiril.'the 
supposition  18  that  he  has  a  selllsh  interosii  in  the 
matter,  and  is  in  some  way  connected  with  the 
Libraryor  with  the  purchase  of  bookrt.  Had  not 
thiri  interest  blindixl  him,  he  would  hardly  have 
asserted  that  we  ha«l  spoken  against  the  novels  in 
tiie  •  ublic  Library.  Until  now  we  have  not  done 
It.  \V  e  had  only  called  attention  to  them  in  reier- 
ririR  to  the  protests  which  had  been  made  against 
them.  Hut  when  the  writer  finally  declares  -'it 
seems  stiange  that  the  VolkMaU  should  deinoral- 
Jze  Us  readers  witli  Iho  same  kind  of  readinir 
Which  it  condemns  in  the  Public  Library  "  he 
<oir. pels  UB  to  apply  to  his  heated  ikull  a  coolina 
shower-bath.  " 

\V«  have  not  declared  novel-roadlng,  in  e"n- 

wl?o««"r«Hr."'°'.'''''^*"/,    '^^«'"«  ''^'■«  irood  novels 

^.H?iin„ra      "'f,*"""*"^'':  ""•«■"    are  those  whoso 

tion'?h«'"J "':'■"'"'•   u^^"'  "'"'  '"*  n»t  the  <J»c' 

hose  who  «'.'^nf';'"  ^h'^h  next  arises  is  whether 

IV    xJ        "ant  to  read  novels  shoul.l  not  pay  lor 

.li\.'J.'*;.'..*'!^?'<''!"?'"^^e«"to  tax   t;iis   indeed   very 


Again:    The    Government  had  no    mis- 
sion, he   says,  to  contribute   to  the  enter- 
tainment   of    thQ    public.     Some    Govern- 
nents,  indeed,  have  no  such  mission,  and 
hey  are   short-lived  where  there  are  edu- 
cated,   intelligent    people.    What   is    the 
purpose    of    our    parks     and    fountains, 
ind   music  in    Washington,  Lincoln    and 
fOden    Parks    on    summer    evenings?    Is 
iheir     purpose     not     to     entertain     the 
•ublic?    Such  entertainments  are  indeed 
argely   combined   with  aesthetic  culture, 
md  so  is  the  reading  of  good  books.    Not 
ong  since  he  admitted  that  the  purpose  of 
t  people's  library  was   "the    instruction 
md  entertainment  of  the  masses."    Now 
Je  argues  that  if  we  afford   entertainment 
:o     the  masses  in  reading  w^  have  the 
Jamc  reasons   to   furnish  them  entertain- 
in  theatrical    amusements    and    In 
beer.       Theatrical       amusements 
regarded        in        France        and 

>>timerouBcla8ii'Di;Vor^fTh^f.V;\m:n"''  ^''''^'L;"".!       ^^^^^       Countries       as       worthy 
Who  do  covet  Mich '?jrd4'/The"m"2]n^  "^  **!«   «"H>ort  of  the  Government.    Our 

P  0Dert'l"''rnJJTh"'  ^*  P'oteciion  of  person  and  p«0P«e    have    not    come,   and    may    never 

KHm-eaiT  ^rrCtkr''"''^'*''  ''^"  '"^  «^'''^^»-      f  *"'  ^"^  ^^""^  ^^^'^  ^«"^e  to  the  estab- 

''«'"°ent  of  a  free  rublio  Library,  and  they 
expect  to  find  there  the  books  they  wish 
to  read.  None  of  our  people  appreciate 
the  Library  more  than  our  German  citi- 
zens. We  regret  that  the  heat  of  the  sea- 
son, or  some  other  cause,  has  excited  the 


inent 
•"ree 
are 
some 


It  Is  said  that  the  Judicii; 
In     the    Constltutiona 
probably  recommend 
Probate  Courts  be  ret 


become   Courts  of  Ajipeal   fro 
Courts    for    a   certain    sti 
amount.    The  plea  is  t 
the  Common  Plea» 


ganceand  uorniption. 

if  ^u*;?*;*^  question,  therefore,  would  bo  whether 
f   is  the  puri  ose  and  pioblem  of  the  UoveTniiiei.t 
to  dire  tor  the  amusement  of  the  pnldrc?    iVt  u 
the  duty  of  the  (;overament  to  furAls    free  iolel 
reading,  would  it  not  In  the  end  be  a  so  Us  duty 

v/i  touise   It  Js  said   that  reading  cultivates  the 
mind,  and,  therefore,  should  be  sui.portJd  at  t   , 

fore,   M   ,rg,„„«„,    |„    ,.,„  J  i)ov"l  re.   ,^, 

woi.1.1    not    al.o    liol.t    good    wi.h    ™,ll     fo  i 
!,.?™"   P""""""»™»  "  t  ll.«  cost  ollbu  1,1° 

it'l'ii,'," ■>■  ■"""•'  -"^  1-=  ««  iiuK".,;,' .;;,';.  t  ble  amount  ..f  t 

"( i11c""m riUr"""'  •".'■'"■'.•ai.Jo,. "if tore  m  -^ 


The  Volksblatt  on  Norel   Keadlng. 

The  editor  olthe    VolksbluU  is  mightily 
Indignant  over  the   brief  communication 
on  "The    German     Press     and     Library 
Novels,"  which  appeared  In  the  Enquirkr 
I  on  Sunday.    We  print,  in  another  column, 
a  translation   of  his  leading  editorial  of 
Monday.    If  we  had  suspected  the  pres- 
Icnce  of  ginger  and   oayenne  pepper  In  any 
such  amount  as  the  communication  seems 
to  have  contained,we  should  have  suppress- 
led  it,  and   spared  our  amiable  contempo- 
Irary  from  nervous  excitability  during  this 
Iheated    term,   when   the  mercury  Is  dnn- 
lirling  among  the  nineties.  It  Is  pur  mission 
jnow  to  allay  his  cxdftement.    He  thinks  ho 
lis  wrestling  with  some  maiter-spirit  behind 
Ithe  scenes,  who  takes  the  iumble  form  of  a 
Icommunication  to  cloak  his  ambitious  aiui 
selfish    purposes.    We   positively    assure 
him  that  he  is  mistaken*    The  communicM- 
Itlon  was  placed  in  our^ands  by  an  Intelli- 
gent person  of  marked^lerman  accent;  Wf 
wore  assured  that  It  was  his  own,  and'tiint 
the  subject  was  one  about  which  the   Ger- 
|mans    were     talking    considerably.      The 
handwriting  was  never  before  in  our  ofBec. 
I  The     Volkshlatt    editor    seems   to    regard 
it  as  an   affliction  that   the  author  is  an 
\aaoni,m„us   writer.    M'e  challenge   the  ed- 
itor ut  the   Vidksblctt  to  a  show  of  hands. 
If  he  will  inform  the  public  who  the  anony- 
mt>ua  writer.   Mr.   F.   F.,  was    who  recom- 
mended   in    his    paper    to    sell  the    Pub- 
lic     Library      In      order      to      pay      tho 
dcfloit      in      til.'      funds     of     the     School 
T.oard,  and  for  which  he  was  soundly  and 
Justly  berated  by  the  editor  of  the    Vulks- 
frennd,  we  promise   to    gel    tl^    consent 
of  our  communicator  to  give  his  name  to 

the  public.     The   name  on  our  side   will 
not  bo  "  Mr.  Toots." 

The  editor  of  the  Volkshhitt  in  his  oom- 
monts  has  shown  a  greediness  which  is 
hardly  becoming.  He  has  taken  the  stric- 
ttires  in  th'j  communication,  which  were 
intended  for  the  Gorman  press  of  the  city, 
wholly  to  himself,  and  regards  tU^m  an 
personal.  He  makes  a  show  of  the  recent 
ted,  and   tncn  char 


editor  of  the  Volksblatt  on  the  novel  ques- 
tion. 


-mittco 
i^    wilL 
that 
but  til 


iiarreaaTDgTuTtTvatesthe 


:*,."■'.'  '\  '"  »'»"»  I'ltti  reauiDg  cultivates  the 
uiiuu,  auu,  tuorofoie,  shuuW  be  supijortcd  at  tlic 
cxi.buse  of  the  tHx-,myei-.;buta  guo.l  tlu-ater 
also  cultiviites  the  iniiid,  and  t»,e  repioeniatioi. 


son,  or  some  other  cause,  has  excited  th-J 
editor  of  tlia  Volkablatt  on  the  novel  oned- 

tinn  ^ 


tlon, 


aea  (he  j>ibian,  the 
..  ...^.„jjx«.o,  mo  •iiccw,  oic.,  tliov  liad  also  to 
build  an.  maii8Ko  the  city  iheator.  'And.fur  tlio»., 
wbo  neitlier  read  books  nor  visit  tbo  thoater.  a 
city  brewery  and  free  beer,  at  the  expense  oi  the 
titylitaMiiy.  would  D'it  be  au  uuplcabaai  su! 
fill  cm 6* 

Upon  closer  consideration  the  writer  of  the  com- 
°l"?>"^«""n  will  probably  ioo  that  the  .Hcc..ssijn 
UL  '  j*^"!"'"  H"*^"''*^"  provoked  by  liiiii  will  hardlv 
bfecondoclve  to  his  special  private  interest         ^ 

The  Yolkgblatt  on  Novel  Heading. 

The  editor  of  the    VolksblaU  is  mightily 
Indignant   over  the   brief  communication 
on   "The    German     Press     and     Library 
Novels,"  which  appeared  in  the  Enquikeu 
I  on  Sunday.    We  print,  in  another  column, 
a  translation  of  his  leading  editorial  of 
i  Monday.    If  we  had  suspected  the  pros- 
(Mice  of  ginger  and   cayenne  pepper  in  any 
I  such  amount  as  the  communication  seems 
Ito  have  contained, we  should  have  suppress- 
led  it,  and  spared  our  amiable  contempo- 
Irary  from  nervous  excitability  during  this 
jheated    terra,  when  the  mercury  is  dan- 
jsling  among  the  nineties.  It  is  our  mission 
Inow  to  allay  his  excitement.    He  thinks  he 
lis  wrestling  with  some  master-spirit  behind 
Ithe  scones,  who  takes  the  humble  form  of  a 
Iconimunication  to  cloak  liis  ambitious  and 
I  selfish    purposes.     We    positively    assure' 
Ihim  that  he  is  raistaken>    The  communica- 
tion was  placed  in  ounhands  by  an  intelli- 
gent person  of  marked^erman  accent;  we 
W'ere  assured  that  it  was  his  own,  and  that 
the  subject  was  one  about  which  tlie   Ger- 
mans   were    talking    considerably.      The 
handwriting  was  never  before  in  our  oilice. 
The     VolksblaU    editor    seems  to    regard 
it  as   an   affliction  that   the   author  lean 
[aiumymous   writer.     We  cliallenge    the  ed- 
ifSTfThTKo^/ts/^^'a  to  a   slTow  of  hands. 
If  he  will  inform  the  public  who  the  anony- 
Imous  writer,   Mr.   F.   F.,  was   who  recoai- 
1  mended    in   his    paper    to    sell  tlie    I'UJ- 
Mio     Library      in      order      to      pay     the 
deficit     in     the     funds     of     the     School 
Hoard,  and  for  which  he  was  soundly  and 
justly  berated  by  the  editor  of  the    Volks- 
freund,  we  promise   to    get    tlj^    consent 
of  our  communicator  to   give  his  natne  to 
the  public.     The  name  on  our  side   will 
not  be  "Mr.  Tooth." 

The  editor  of  the  VolkitblaU  in  his  com- 
ments  has    shown  a  greediness  which  is 
hardly  becoming.    He  has  taken  the   stric- 
tures in  the   communication,  which  were 
intended  for  the  German  press  of  the  city, 
wholly  to   himself,  and    regards    them  as 
personal,    lie  makes  a  show  of  the  recent 
novels  ho  has  printed,  and   then  charges 
I  the  writer  of  the  communication  of  prating 
I  about  that  of  which  be  knew  nothing,  or  of 
being  guilty  of  a  willful  untruth.    AVill  he 
alllrm  that  the  other  Gcrnuiu  papers  have 
printed  no  novels   that  were  live  and  ten 
years  old?    We  have  had  no  opportunity 
ot  examining  the  files  of  the  (;erman  pa- 
pers, or  to  confer  with   the  writer  of  the 
statement  on  this  point,   but  if  we  remem- 
ber   correctly,    a  novel     by     Scuw^inz. 
Si-huld  nnd    Unschuld,  issued  In  18(!a.  was 
running  in  the  Volksfreund  last  fall.  With 
the  tiles  before  us  we  think  we  could  fur- 
nish  other    instances.     It    will    doubtless 
gratify  the  editor  of  the    VolksblaU   when 
we  assure  him  on  our  best  belief  that  the 
writer,  tiiough  mistaken,  perhaps,  on  some 
points,  is   an  lionost  man;  that  he   has   no 
books  to  sell,  and  has  no  interest  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  rub  lie  Library  other  than 
that  which  every  citizen  has— that  it  shall 
contain  the  books  the  people  wish  to  read. 
If  the  irate  editor  could  look  into  his  mild, 
placid  eye,  he  would  not  talk   about  his 
"heated  skull"  and  giving  it  a  "cool  shower- 
bath."  The  "heated skull"  is  nearer  home; 
and  a  "cool  shower-bath,"  the  editor  will 
find,  is  a  healthful  personal  diversion  dur- 
ing these  sultry  days. 

The  metaphorical  shower-bath  which  he 
proceeds  to  apply  in  a  logical  statement  of 
the  case  Beoms  to  us  a  very  mild  afi"air. 
no  admits  that  eood  novels  are  good  read- 
ing—useful  reading;  but  they  should  not 
be  furnished  at  the  public  expense.  Why  ? 
Because  some  people  do  not  read  nov^ift. 
The  argument,  inferenUally,  is  'Aat  no 
books  should  be  provided  at  the  public  ox- 
j  pense,  except  such  as  every  body  reads. 
I  Will  he  plcaiiQ  iaforju  us  what  these  booK» 
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'he  Geriuau  Tress  on  the  Public    L,lbTary. 

[Volksblatt,  December  19, 18TO— Editorial.] 
I     Comi)Uint  has  been  made  from  many  quarters 
that  a  number  of  costly  works   are   procured  for 
tho  Public  Library  for  wbich  there  will  be  onlr  a 
verv  sniHll  demaw'd.    We  do  not  boJlove  that  this 
is  a  right  use  for    the  moneys  intended  for  tho 
library.    This        Institution       should        be       a 
people's  library,  for  the   instruction  and   cntor- 
lainmeut  of  the  masses— not  a  library  for  learnetl 
people,  w  hose  number  does  not  bear  any  propor- 
tion to  tho  number  of  the   reading  public,     vve 
I  are  therefore  not  in  favor  of  making  so  large  ex- 
'  penditures  for  scientillc   works,  which  are,  per- 
haps, coudulted  once  during  the  year  by  special- 
ists. 

LVolksbaUt,  February  27,  18n3— Communicated.! 
In  order  to  cover  to  the  School  Board's  dellclt, 
tho  parting  with  and  sale  of  the  public  Library 
would  not  be  an  unsuitable  means.    >\  e  have  not 
I  yet    rightly   coraurebended  why   the  citizens  ot 
Cincinnati  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  supply  tha 
novel-reading  public,  and  especially   the  rising 
generation,  with  free  novel  literature,     w  hoever 
wants  to  read  novels  should  pay   for  them  outot 
his  own  pocket,  and  not  out  ot  tho  pocket  of  tho 
1  public.    The  puroofcc  of  the  State  is  protection  to 
person  ami  propersy,  an.i  the  necessary  prevent 
ive    regulation    thereto,  is    a    good    elementary 
cdu.aiion.     What  is  beyond  this  belongs  In.  the 
I  domain  of  private  enterprise.  F.  F. 

LVolksfreund,  February  20, 187S-E''.itorial.l 
A  Mr.  "F.  F.,"  who  pr<jpoeed.  In  a  communica- 
tion in   ycJterdav'B    VolkMblatl.  to  sell  the  Pa^'lio 
Library  in  order' to  cover  tho  deficit  In  the  School 
Hoanl  thinks  he  has  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.   Mr. 
•F.  F."  seems  to  believe  that   the   Library  con- 
tains only  novels  and    romances;    or,   that    by 
preference,     only   such    are    taken    out    by    tno 
readii.g   public.    Th»*re   he    errs   greatly.    Y-  ith 
every  week  the  use  of  special  and  useful  bot)k3 
1  increases.    Mr.  "F.    F."  means  that  every  body 
who  re:idi  books  should  procure  them  themselves. 
He,  perhnps,  needs  no  liooks;  else  he  would  know 
1  that  onlv  very  rich   persons  are  m  a  condition  to 
supply  themselves  with  the  inilispeusabU  books 
in  any  branch,  and  that  without  public  libraries, 
which   are  also  open  to    poorer    people,  science 
could  not  be  advanced.    On  the  same  principle 
that   the  liberal  writer  demands  the  sale  of  tho 
Public  Library,  could  be  demand  the  sale  of  tho 
paving-stones  in  the  streets,   and  tell  the  i)eop  o 
that  every  body  who  needs  a  good  street  should 
provide  one  for  himself. 

[Volksfreund,  May  19,  Ife-HJ-Edltorial.! 
From  a  paper  here  we  see  that  one  of  the  books 
of  our  Public   Library  underwent  an  examina- 
tion     Tho  same  contained  many  descriptions  or 
drinking  orgies,   a  run  of   love   stories,    and   A 
ireat  number  of  passages  which  wore  calculatnl 
to  r^rousc  sensuality.    It  was  therefore  put  out  of 
circulation.     The   newspaper    in   ,1"e^'on    now 
thinks  that  on  account  of  one  single  book  of  this 
'liaracter  a  library  of  sixty   th""^»^\'«l"™«? 
fthoiild     not     bo     condemned.      ^^  ho,    however, 
Suche.  that  this  is  the  only  book  of  lt«  kln^T    It 
would,  at  all  events,  do  no  harm  if  the  li(?ht  lit- 
erature should  be  subjected  »«  *  '^^''^V'l  "*'?  °*: 
tlon.     From  good  sources  we  learn  that  thu  light 
1    ..rature    which  is  e-fpecially  devoured  by  tho 
vouth!  maki  up  about  eighty  per  cent  of  the 
books  which  are  read. 

iVolksblatt,  May  30,  lS73-Editorlal.1 

«iome  time  ago  there  appcan-d  in  the  rolluUUt 

a  communication  in  whfch   the  extravagant  ex- 

Dendu"-w  of  our  Public  Libraiy  vere  comment- 

penaiiu-wswiw  .  raised  concern- 

?n.X"L?oifriety  of  supj>>i»«  'he  ?o"°»  ««"«"; 
Uo^nwlt^rVe  novel  readings*  at  tlie  expense  of 
J  ,-  ^«  naver«  This  communication,  although 
'''•J5  ^^Vtmnriallv   indorse    it,  was  attacked 

aftlrms  preclselyw^t  «  in  ^^^  I^^;;i,^^^^,„n  j,,^^ 

lAost  onhe  i^kftS^o  from  the  Public   Library 

^t^?i*«H!r  however,  U  suddenly  learawl  from 
..\^t^,^^''U.1u'thi8  light  rea.ling  which  IS 
•'good  sources  tna^  makes  up  about  eighty 
dcvonr<Kl  bj  our^outn  ^^g  „    ^^^  ^^.^^^ 

,,ercent.  ofthebooM*  ha.!  showed  this 

of  communication  in  que,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

fact    to    the    *"'*t;Tm.;v    the  official  yearly  re- 
''''lX:i^o^n^X^^i^S.    Atthattimi  the 
-"",  w  .,  „  1   w?3    not    inclined    to   accept    thia 
coK;u^n,rt   n-    from  cau^^ 

Tt'lihrh'hTsTaut^  h7o  tiri  complete  change 

"^4n  raVc^'gfv^n  r  ot'tntr  on  this  subject.   We 
Mre  have  given  our  «H  ^  uscfulneiw  of 

^''^Mi^rTJfarli     ^»f  co"^^^^^^  *h«l  '"^»" 

^"V^'Vw  and  '«  by  ttie  costs  of  iht>  tax- 

bo  founded  and  }   ^^Q  ^^^^^  of  opin- 

Pf„'^"^o?  the  present.  ...wever.  the  question  ha,s 
2^„  *n.wered  In  the  affim.-^tive  by  the  laws  of 
^i^^'rhe^esUon.  therefore.  Just  =ow  is^^  In 
K,t  urertion  "tuch  libraries  shall  be  led,  and   if 
fn  ?^  It^n  or  mere  entertainment  shall  b.3  ad- 
I,°^*iJ^  as  a  bMlsT  For  the  man  without  moans, 
i'hfwanu  w  cldi^te  himself  to  be  an  aicbltect^ 
7hemTst;  mechanic  engineer  or  Phy^jc.an  it  I.  a* 
111 ninta  a  ben«^t  If  he  can  tise  In  a  Public   Ll- 
frarlf^  of  charge,  those  works,  the  procuring 
f  which^ould  be  toi>  costly   for  him.    Against 
iLei  abir»bment  of  a  novel  library  objector., 
havfb^en  ralsotl.  which.  It  has  been  asserted, 
till  ofanT  noiutsln  themselves: 

1  That  th^r^»«h  this  novel-reading  the  atten- 
tion of  the  youny  generation  is  turuca  away  from 
Th-ir  atii.iiM  and  schcwd  affairs.. 

^  That  hlmajority  of  such  novels  have  a  de- 
moralizing influence  on  the  hiiThly  sosreptlble 
nifnd  amf  that  it  unnecessarily  puts  too  early 
1^\S  the  beads  of  the  rising   eeneraiion  thought. 

"V'That  the  girls  often  use  the  exchange  of 
br»ks  at  the  library  as  a  pretext  for  going  onU 
^flm  withont.  and  afterward  with  previous  ar- 
;\n  "* .  nt,  they  meet  strange  young  men  with 
.r  parenu  would  otherwise  forbiJ  Iheim 

,;  "select  and  cheap  noTcl-reading  can 
-.  be  had,  and  that,  therefore,  the  ex- 
of  our  already  bankrupt  S^hwl  Bo*ra 
not  t>e  unnecessarily   lncrea8e<1.    It    naa 

been  «aid  that  ir      --   1  i^rary  <"ont»»n*'l,i®n"i/ 
r^^iai  work-  for  ^n  »n  special  cahinga, 

SSI  ler^icetofo. r^rlan  and  a  »lp«l«  •*• 

Sstant  woiil  suffice  to  answer  the  public  d«. 

™We*state  these  objections  without  atpreseni 
gtVlLlur  own  opi-..o..  U  ,e.n,s  to  «...  bow^'-J. 
that  if  we  sha'.  a, 
rl»,tho  nsoful  ) 


i^- 


1     1 

jHjns  >s 
should 


The  German  Press  on  Popular  Rei^ding. 
We  print  in  another  column,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  English  readers,  the   views  of  the 
leading  German  newspapers  in  our  city  on 
the  kind  of  reading  whloh  should  be  dis- 
pensed at  our  Public  Library.    No  portion 
of  our  fellow-citlzcns  more  fully    appre- 
ciate the  advantages  of  a  Tublic  Library 
than  those  of  German  origin;  an<^   no  por- 
tion of  the  public  press  have  uoro  cor- 
dially sustained  the  enterprise  of  building 
up  in  our  midst  a  great  library,  which  shall 
be  free  to  all,  than  the  German  newspapers. 
Tho  German  idea  of  education  varies  in 
some  respects  from  the  American  idea;  but 
tho  German  is   a  sworn  friend  of  Intelli- 
gence, knowledge  and  general  education. 
The  institution  which  in  this  country  is 
called  a  Public  Library,  and  in  England  a 
Free  Town  Library, is  of  very  recent  origin, 
tho  oldest  not  yet  being  twenty-five  years 
of  age.    Several  hundreds  of  these  insti 


GlTZKOW,    aBABOWSKY,    GtJSICK,    GRIMM  I 

Brothers,  ^acklajjder,  Hiltl,  noK*KB,l 
IlRYSK,  Immxhmann,  Kokbner,  Lbwald, 

MaRLITT,      MoXLLHAUbKN,     O.    MCELLKR, 

MuKGGi:,  C.  and  T.  McjJDT,  Nathusiacs, 
PoLKO,      Fritz      Retjter,      Schwartz, 

SCOMID,  SCUCKCKING,  <^'\  ^  ^M  SeE. 
SaPHIR,  SPlBLnAGKN,  TKMMK,  TIBCK, 
WiLI.KOMW.  Mr,        KOTBK,         "*        '*"~'l 

time,  went  even  further  than  we  ^"^'J'" 
consent  to  go,  in  recommending  for  ine 
Library  the  works  of  popi^a'f  KngUsh  au- 
thors   as    DICKKN8,    BCLVKK,     MARRYATT 

and  IRVING,  translated  into  the  German 
language.  We  hope  Mr.  Rothf.  stands  to- 
diiy  on  the  reconimendatlons  he  loaov  a 
short  time  since.  If  he  has  retreated,  he 
can  tell  us  the  reason  why.     •  | 

Holding  to  the  opinion  already  expressed  j 
that  good  novels,  romances  and  juveniloj 
works  have  a  legitimate  place  in  every! 
public  library  supported  by  the  taxes  of 


of  age.    Several  hundreds  of  these  insu-  ^.^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  youngpcr 

tutions  are  now  in  opera  ion  m  this  coun-  P     '     '  ,,_,,,a„y  ^omen,  read   more 


I  of.    Socelsc 
M   mnch  a« 
I  Tho   60-' 
1  ^^■ape^. 


,  lost  sight 

.  m  the  Mer<- entile  Library 

^»es  for  Are  dollars  a  year. 

irculailng  Libraries"   are  still 

works,  which  are,    of   course, 

.     _    ..  ,„.   i.hrariea.    In  this 

"  to 


try  and  in   England,  and  no  enterprising 
city  and  large  town  considers  its  educa- 
tional apparatus   complete    without   one. 
Uence,  thsy  are  springing  up  every-where. 
We  are  not  aware  that  the  institution  has 
fnund  a  local  habitation  in  Germany,  but 
it  will  certainly  go  there.     It  is  founded 
i.n     the      same     principle     as     that    on 
N\bich  the  Common  School  system  rests— 
that  the  property   of   a  community  shall 
tducate  that  community;  that  no  person 
shall  grow  up  to  be  an   ignorant  citizen,  if 
the  State  can  prevent  it,  and  that  it  costs 
l.jss,  in   the   long  run,  to  provide  schools 
and    libraries     than    penitentiaries    and 
work-houses.      Free  libraries    and    town 
libraries,  valuable  and  extensive,  existed 
long    before    the    period  we  have    stated, 
but    they  were  quite  unlike  the  modern 
institution.     The   Free   Library  of   Ham- 
burg, in  Germany,  has  existed  since  ir>;5J>, 
and  had,  in  18G9,  190,000  volumes  and  6,000 
manuscripts;  but  in  the  same  year  only 
4,(H)0  volumes  were   taken  out.     The  Li- 
brary of  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  with  h4,000 
volumes,   issued   only  2,000,   and  that  of 
Leipzig,  with  113,000,  Issued   l,fi00.    They 
are   libraries  for  scholars,  and  not  for  the 
masses  of  the  people. 

The     modern     Public     Library    i«    the 
library  for  the  people,  the  common  people, 
the  ignorant  people,  the  young  people,  the 
whole  people,   and   also  for  tte  scholars. 
After  the  most  liberal  provisions  have  been 
made  for  the  masses  the    scholar    get  the 
lion's  share,  for  their  books  aremvch'more 
expensive  and  cover  a  wider  fioH  than 
the  books  lor  the  people.    No  book  of  even 
uuestionable  morality    is  allowed  on    its 
.helves,     and,     outside     of    this    excep- 
tion,   the    library    is    expected    to    meet 
the      wants     of    the    people    so    far    a. 
its    means     will      allow.        It      is      not 
for  the  manacers  to  tell  the  people  what 
they  shall  read,  but  to  provide  such  heath- 
ful    reading  as  maybe  asked  for.    It    » 
easy  to  say  that  the  public  ought  mainly 
to  read  theology,  science,  "'f/*;*;  P*^"  ''.*^ 
science  and  metaphysic.    But  the  public 
h  ive  tastes  of  iU  own,  and  prefer,  in  the 
main,  lighter  reading-belles-lettres,  nov- 
",s  and  romances.    Shall  this  demand  be 
supplied?    This  is  the  question  the  Ger- 
man  papers  are  discussing.  ^    ,    „ 

The  Modern  public    libraries  and   free 
libraries  both  in  England  and  in  thic  coun- 
rrhave  answered  it  affirmatively.    The; 
^uld^xistonnootherba^is;    and  no  11- 
hr..rv  has  yet  tried  the  experiment  of  tax- 
ng  the  people   for  its  -pport  and  refu«- 
\ll  to  irlve  the  books  the  people  wish  to 
:'ad!lnalibrary  where  thia  and  other 

ir mands  are  supplied  there  is  an  issue  of 
Popular  literature  the  world  over,  so  uni- 
rm  that  it  has  become  alaw  that  seventy- 
fiTper  cent,  will  be  books  of  this  class. 
?r   England,     where      light     literature 

r  supplied  more  »^«^*"^  ^\"°  J," 
MS  cointry,  the  per  cent,  .higher 
In  our  Public  Library  the  pa^t 
year  it  was  74.8  percent.  We  are  in^ 
formed  that  this  year  it  will  be  about  T2 
ner  cent.  This  clr.nlation  include,  the 
fargec^aBS  of  juveniles  which  are  Issued 
1  hHrtren  It  i^  the  observation  of  those 
^l^^:^ven  the  most  attenUonto^he 

Ks«nt    that    persons    commencing    with 
trghter  literature  form  habits  of  reading  i 
and  grow  into  an  appreciation  a»d  ta  U.  , 
?or   Wstory^  bio.'raphT,    science    and  Ut- 
for   HiiioTjs         .      *^  This  point  wo 

erature  of  a  higher  iji-- 

h.vP  not  Hpace  here  to  discuss. 

BrLr..T.:."-^S 

i   *  =.111  further  be  seen  that  toe  act<  u« 
totheotherside:yetheholds^^w^^ 


sons,  and   especially  women,  read   more 
novels    than    is  good  for  them.     A  novel,! 
like   confectionery,  is   not  injurious,  butl 
healthful,  when  taken  In  the  intervals  ofl 
toil    and    in    connection  with  substantial 
food.    When  taken  without  other  reading, 
and  as  a  regular  diet,  novels  are  not  con- 
ducive   to    a    growth    of  intellect    and 
the     development     of     tho     higher     fac- 
ulties of  the   mind.    The  remedy    Is  not 
in      abolishing     novels,     but     in     using 
them  as  a  means  of  entertainment  and  re- 
creation; and  of  innocent  sources  of  en- 
joyment in  this  toiling,    drudging  world 
we  have  none  that  we  can  well  spare. 

That  some  cbildren  read  too  many  books, 
and  thus  encrcach  upon  the  time  and  ener- 
gies which  sh'Uld  be  given  to  their  school 
exercises,  thtro  can  be  no  doubt.    They 
often  play  t(0   much,  and   eat  too  much 
roast  goose  aid  plum  pudding  at  Christ- 
mas ;  but  weio  not,  on  this  account,  think 
of  deprivlngthem  of  play,  or  of  abolish- 
ing the  Chriimas  dinner.    It  is  for  parents 
to  regulate  tiis  matter  to  see  what  books 
their  chlldrn  are  reading— for  there  arc 
books  in  » library  which  are  proper  fori 
mature  perons  to  read,  and  are  not  p»^.  crl 
for  cbilerei  to  read— and  to  check  them  ifl 
they    reac"  too    much.     As    parents    aro 
watchful  <f  the  associations  their  children 
make  amotg  school-fellows,  so  they  should 
bo  watchul   of  their  associations  among 
books.    »me  of  the  evils  of  which  the  ed- 
itor of  tfe    Volksblatt  complains,  in  con- 
nection   xlth    the    Public     Library,    will| 
then  be  av  ided. 


^^^■■^. 


ivo    refjulatiui;    thereto,  Ig    a    k  ,     i.iy 

tilui  uiii'ii.     \v liat  is  lieyoiul  th.  o 

donjalii  of  private  enterprise.  i .  i . 

tVolksfreund,  February  »,  IgrW— Eilitorial.] 
A  Mr.  "F.  F.,"  who  projKisefl,  in  a  cominnnica- 
t ion  in   yeHerday'e    Volkxhlatt.  to  ivU  iht:  fahlic 
Library  in  oniur  to  cover  tho  'ieflcit  In  the  School 
Board  thinks  he  has  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.   Mr. 
"F.  F."  beem«  to  believe  that   the  Library  con- 
tains only  novolg  and    romances;    or,   that    by 
preference,     only   such    are    taken   out    by    tho 
reading   public.    There   he    err»   greatly.    With 
every  week  tho  iis«  of  special  «na  useful  books 
increases.    Mr.  "F.   F."  means  that  every  body 
who  reads  books  should  protur-j  them  themselves. 
lie,  perhaps,  needs  uo  Uxjks;  else  he  would  know 
that  onlv  very  rich   persons  are  in  a  condition  to 
supply  themselves  with  the  indispensable  Ixwks 
in  any  branch,  and  that  without  public  librariea, 
which   are  also  open  to    p<X)rer    people,  science 
<  ould  not  be  advanced.    On  the  same  principle 
that   the  liberal  writer  demands  the  sale  of  the 
Public  Library,  could  he  demand  the  sale  of  the 
paving-stones  in  the  streets,   and  tell  the  people 
that  every  body  who  needs  a  good  street  should 
provide  one  for  himself. 

[Volksfreund,  May  19, 1873— Editorial.] 
From  u  paper  here  wo  see  that  one  of  tho  book* 
of  our  Public  Library  underwent  an  examina- 
tion.   The  same  contained  many  descriptions  of 
drinking  Qrgies.   a  run  of   love   stories,    and   A 
great  number  of  passages  which  were  calculate*! 
to  arouse  sensuality.    It  was  therefore  put  out  of 
circulation.     Tho   newspaper    ir    question    now 
thinks  that  on  account  of  one  single  book  of  this 
character  a  library  of  sixty   thousand   volumes 
should     not     be    condemned.      Who,    however, 
vouches  that  this  in  the  only  book  of  it«  kind?    It 
would,  at   all  events,  do  no  harm  if  tho  li^ht  lit- 
erature should  be  subjected  to  a  careful  t  iamina- 
1  tion.     From  good  sources  we  learn  that  '.his  light 
literature,  wnicli  is  especially  devoured  by  the 
youth,  makes  uji  alwut  eighty  per  cent,  of  the 
books  which  are  read. 

iVolksblatt,  May  20,  lST3-Editorial.1 
Some  time  ago  there  appeared  in  the  Voltsblatt 
a  communication  in  which  tho  extravagant  ex- 
penditures of  our  Public  Library  were  comment- 
ed upon,  and  a  silent  doubt  was  raised  concern- 
ing the  propriety  of  supplying  the  young  genera- 
tion with  free  novel  readings  at    the  exi)ense  of 
1  the  tax-pavers.     ThiH  communication,  although 
we  did  not"  editorially  indorse    it,  was  attacked 
fditorially  in  the  VoU-^/reund.   In  the  mean  time, 
strangely  enough,  the   V»lk»/reund   has    placed 
itself  upon  the  standpoint  of  our  writer,  and  now 
affirms  precisely  what  it  then  opposed.     At  that 
I  time  tho  \'olkg/reurid  denied  the    affirmation  that 
nu)8t  of  the  books  taken  from  the  Public    Library 
were  novels.  . .     ,      ,  ^  *  .„ 

Yesterday,  however,  it  suddenly  learned  from 
I  "trood  sources"  that  "this   light  rea<llng  which  is 
dcvourecl  by  our  vouth  makes  up  about  eighty 
pe;  cent,  of  the  books  that  are  read."    The  wrKer 
li  communication  In  question  had  showed  thu 
fact    to    the    Volkt/reuud  at  that  time  frotn  the 
,  very  best  sources,  namely,  the  official  yearly  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Education.    At  that  time  the 
VolkH/rennd    was    not    inclined    to    accept    thia 
conJlnnation,  but  now,  from  causes  which   we 
will  not  discuss,  a  change  of  mind  has  come  over 
it  which  has  caueeil  it  to  take  a  complete  change 
1  uf  its  position  on  this  <iuc8lion. 

Wc  have  given  our  opinion  on  this  subject,    we 
acknowledge  the  beneficence  and  usefulness  ol 
Public  Libraries.    Of  course  whether  thev  shall 
1  bo  founded  and  supported  by  the  costs  of  tho  tax- 
'  navers  there  is  considerable  difference  of  opin- 
ion     i.*or  the  present,  however,  the  question  has 
l.«Min  answered  in  the  affimative  by  the  laws  of 
|<jh'io.    The  question,  therefore,  just  ow  Is,  in 
what  direction  such  libraries  shall  l>e  led.  and  If 
instriiction  or  mere  entertainment  shall  be  ad- 
hered to  as  a  basis.    For  the  man  without  means, 
who  wants  to  educate  himself  to  be  an  architect, 
chcmli-t,  mechanic,  engineer  or  physician,  it  is  at 
all  events  a  benefit  if  he  can  use  In  a  Public   Li- 
brary  free  of  charge,  those  works,  tho  procuring 
I  of  which  wo  lid  bel^  costly   for  him.     Against 
the  esublishment  of  a  novel  library  objections 
have  been  raised,  which,   it  haa  been  asssertcd, 
have  many  points  in  themselves: 

i  That  through  this  novel-reading  the  atten- 
tion of  the  youuK  generation  is  turned  away  from 
their  studies  and  school  affairs.  ,..  „  „  ^<. 

T  That  the  majority  of  such  novels  have  a  de- 
moralizing influence  on  the  highly  suscepilblo 
n?nd  ancfthat  it  unnecessarily  puU  too  early 
Tnt^  the  heads  of  the  rising  generation  thoughts 

'  "V'rhat  tho  girls  often  use  the  exchange  of 
b<ik8  at  the  library  as  a  pretext  for  goiug  out. 

'  5a  first  wiihont,  and  afterw«^d  with  previous  ar- 
™enient,  they  meet  strange  young  men  with 
whom  S  patents  would  otherwise  forbid  them 

'TThat'^telect  and  cheap  noTel-readlng  au» 
ntherwise  bo  had,  and  that,  therefore,  the  ex- 
S^nseso^  our  already  bankrupt  ^^'j^^l  «o»'^ 
Kid  not  be  unnecessarily  ii»"eaaed.  It  ■* 
lien  saw  that  if  onr  Library  •"^ntalned  onjT 
I^ial  works  for  instruction  in  special  cal  iug», 
tSTserrice.  of  one  Librarian  and  a  single  aa- 
Bistant  would  suffice  to  answer  the  public   do- 

°'\Vo''itate  these  objection,  without  at  present 
irlViua  our  ow Topinion.  I:  seems  to  ua.  however, 
?k!;  if  «A  .hall  already  have  3tateand  city  libra,- 
H^  tlrusoS  purpose  should  not  be  lo.tsigM 
nf  SoveU  can  be  rea-l  in  the  Mercantile  Library 
of.  ^"^J^"^  „,""  „L„jes  for  five  doUars  a  year. 
Th„"«oiauld^^ircuUtinrLlbrarlea''  are  still 
The  »"-^*y®i.|^  works  which  are,  of  course, 
•^L^if 'kre  'S^t^ejt  in  tlT^  librariee.  In  this 
w^v  Vh^the  Pub'^^ic  Library  could  respond  to 
Tn'^SV  with  usefulness  and  without  danger 
fft^S  moral*.    The  subject  des-erve*,  at  all 

1  dic«ddliM:u*ftion-  - 


idiicate  that  community;  that  no  pciaon 
bhUl  grow  up  to  be  an  ignorant  clllxen  if 
the  State  can  prevent  it,  and  that  it  co8t» 
less,  In  the   long  run,  to  provide  schools 
an-i.    libraries     than    penitentiaries    and 
work-houses.     Free  libraries    and   town 
libraries,  valuable  and  fcxtensive,  existed 
long   before    the    period  we  have    stated, 
but   they  were  quite  unlike  the  modern 
institution.     The   tree   Library  of   Ilam- 
burg,  in  Germany,  has  existed  since  15;S>, 
and  had,  in  1809,  190,000  volumes  and  6,000 
manuiicripts;  but  in  the  same  year  only 
4,0<X)  volumes  were  taken  out.     The  Li- 
brary of  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  with  ><4,000 
volumes,    isgucd    only  2,000,   and   that  of 
Leipzig,  with  113,000,  Issued   1.500.    They 
are   libraries  fur  scholars,  and  not  fur  the 
masses  of  the  people. 

The     modern     Tublic     Library    iS    the 
library  for  the  people,  the  common  people, 
tho  ignorant  people,  the  young  people,  the 
whole  people,  and   also  for  the  scholars. 
.\ftcr  tho  most  liberal  provisions  have  been 
made  for  the  masses  the    scholars  got  the 
lion's  share,  for  their  books  aremuch'more  ^ 
expensive  srnd  cover  a  wider  field  than  ;then  be  av_ldcd. 
the  books  for  the  people.    No  book  of  even 
(iuestionable  morality    is  allowed  on   its 
shelves,     and,     outside     of    this    excep- 
tion,   tho    library    is    expected    to    meet 
the      wants     of    the    people    so    far    as 
its    meuns     will      allow.       It      is      not 
lor  the   manauers  to  tell   the  people  what 
Ihey  shall  road,  but  to  provide  such  health- 
ful   reading  as  maybe  asked  for.    It  is 
easy  to  say  that  the  public  ought  mainly 
to  read  theology,  science,  morals,  political 
science  and  metaphysics.    But  the  public 
have  tastes  of  its  own.  and  prefer,  in  the 
main,  lighter  reading— belles-lettres,  nov- 
els and  romances.    Shall  this  demand  be 
supplied?    This  is  the  question  the  Ger- 
man papers  are  discussing. 

The   modern  public    libraries  and    free 
libraries  both  in  England  and  in  thlc  coun- 
try have  answered  it  aOirniallvely.    They 
could  exist  on  no  other   basis;    and  no  li- 
brary has  yet  tried  the  experiment  of  tax- 
ing the  people   for  its   support  and  refus- 
ing to  give  the  books  the  people   wish  to 
read.    In  a  library  where  thin  and  other 
demands  are  supplied   there  is  an  issue  of 
popular  literature   the   world  over,  so  uni- 
form that  it  has  become  a  law  that  seventy- 
live  per  cent,  will  be  books  of  this  class. 
In      England,     wbere       light     literature 
18      supplied     more     liberally     than     in 
this    country,    the    per    cent.    Is    higher. 
In      our      Public      Library      the      past 
year  It   was  74.8   per  cent.    We   are.  In- 
formed that  this  year  It  will  be  about   .2 
per  cent.    This   circulation   Includes    the 
large  class  of  juveniles   which   are  Issued 
to  children.    It  is  the  observation  of  those 
who  have  given  the  most  attention  to  the 
Bubjoct    that    persons    commencing    with 
liKhtcr  literature  form  habits  of  reading, 
and  grow  Into  an  appreciation   and   taste 
for    history^   blo.-'raphy,    science    and   lit- 
erature of  a  higher   typo.  This   point  we 
have  not  space  here  to  discuss. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  extracts  we  g  f< ■ 
from  the  German  papc""  that  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  them  on  tb 
question  of  supplying  popular  literature; 
and  it  will  further  be  seen  that  tnc  accom- 
plished editors  of  both  the  roa«/,/..f  t  andlhe 
roJit*rreumihave,at  different  tlr.es  been  on 

both  sides  of  the  question.In  December,  hto, 
the  editor  of  the  Volksblall  committed  him- 
aelf  fully  on  the  side  of  popular  reading. 
He  has  since  retreated  from  that  position 
to  the  other  side;   yet  he  ho»'^«  *;' ^ '\^  * 
confidence  which  is  wavering.    The  editor 
of  the  Volk$frtund  came  down  with  vigor 
on  a  "Mr.  F.  F.,"  who   suggested   in  the 
Voikshlatt  to   sell  the   Put>llc   Library  to 
pay  the  deficit  in  the  School  Hoard,  and 
thought  that  when  we  sell  the  Library  wc 
had     better     sell      the      pavements      In 
4e       streets,       and        tell        the      peo- 
nle    that    if     any     body    wants    a    good 
'  ^Ireerho  may  make  one  for  himself.  La  er 
this  same  editor  has  swung  over  to  the 
i  M^/^lde,  and  struck  hands  with  the  edi- 
'  tor^  Z  VomiUn  m  his  opposltlcn  to 
iTiviDK  the  people  what  thoy  want  to  read. 
"v^VolJlait  editor  rallies  hi.  German 
fri,  nd  on  his  sudden  conversion,  and  makes 
a  statement  of  the  case  in  "I'P'^f  ^"  »° 
novel  reading,  which  we  commend  to  our 
readers'   attention.    A  little    family  Rov- 
Trnmcnt,  we  think,  would  remedy  the  prin- 
cipal evils  he  there  mentions. 

The  present  position  of  the  editor  of  the 
Volksfreund  surprises  us  quite  *«  niuch  as 
it  did  his  German  contemporary.    If  we  rt- 
1  member   correctly,  Mr.  Rothk   was   not 
Tong  «ince  one  of  .  Committee    of   three 
I  German  citizens,  and  its  <  l»'^»""»f^^^^^^^° 
I  by  the  managers  of  the  library,  to  recom. 
ZZ  a  considerable  list  of  ^ooks  to  b. 
mirchased    for   the    German   department 
Abetter  choice  could  ^ave  been  made 
We  have  seen  at  the  Ubrarr  the  list  pre-  ^ 
pared    under    his     «U?exvi.ion,    ^'^    ^\ 
excelent     list     «    ^      I'     »«»     «^»^^.«* ' 
that  Mr.  BOTHE,  at  that  time,  had  no  preju- 
dice against  supplying  popular   reading. 
Tbefoflowing  are  among  the  lighter  Ger- 
man and  others  m   the  German  languagr^ 
^hlch  we    find    in    the   lis^m  many  in- 
Tt  weB  their  entire  works  were  ordered : 

ArKRBACH,       A>rER..EIf,       BRACHVOOLE. 


in  aboIiKhlng  novels,  I7TTI  rrs  rnTm 
them  as  a  means  of  entertainment  and  re- 
creation; and  of  innocent  sources  of  en- 
joyment in  this  toilitift,  Jmdging  world 
we  have  none  that  we  can  well  spare. 

That  some  cbildren  read  too  many  books, 
and  thus  encrtach  upon  the  time  and  ener- 
gies which  should  be  given  to  their  school 
'exercises,  there  can  be  no  doubt.    They 
often  play  t(0   much,  and    t^t  too  in\"h 
roast  goose  tod  plum  puddln?  at  rhrihS- 
mas;  but  weio  not,  on  this  account,  thlak 
of  deprivingthom  ol  play,  or  of  abolish- 
ing the  Chriimas  dinner.    It  Is  for  pareaib 
to  regulate  his  matter  to  see  what  books 
their  chlldrn  are  reading— for  there  are 
books  in  a  library  which  are  proper  for 
mature  perons  to  read,  audareuot  proi>er| 
for  chilere)  to  read— and  to  check  them  ifl 
they    reac*  too    much.     As   parents   aro 
watchful  <f  the  associations  their  children  I 
make  amoig  school-fellows,  so  they  should 
bo  watchul   of  thtdr  associations  among 
books.    »me  of  the  evils  of  which  the  ed- 
itor of  tie    Volkahlatt  complains,  in  con- 
nection   xith   tho    rublio    Library,    will 


/ 
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A   Few  Dtsflnitiona. 

Our  amiable  contempoiary  of  the  rolkblattl 
•eeketh  after,  not  a  lign,  but  a  deflnition.  His' 
old  and  insufficient  deflniUpn,  that  "the  purpose 
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in  and  prop- 

vely  offens- 

weathcr. 

us  to  help 

till  now  seen 


I  of  government  ii  pro 
erty,"  baa  become 
'  We  in  his  nost 

I  ire  has  o/t  and  r 

I  hlra  to  a  defluiti 

fit  to  turn  *Bi'lo,ri'qBapm»'lal)or8  of  love  to- 
ward him  to  8ag»,|H|l^^)rop„9ition8.  Ti>e 
di«cu88lon,  hoj^^pTirhe  commenced  with 

I  us  ten  days  8ar"^,^l!H  blare  of  trumpets  and  ex- 
hibition of  wa^Jpainf  and  feathery,  haa.  after  a 
mutual  exchaDKe^tatiaiical  and  logical  civill- 
tieu,  become  M.ia^mis^  mU  moottssyu^aUai , 


on  his  part  that  we  have  now  lei«ure  to  go  into 
the  deflnition  bnsfnes.?. 

He  wants  to  know  the  purpQai^4||,f3overnment. 
W'c  run  tell  him.  We  ^ivc  hrtal^rdclliiiiions 
I'uiiioilied  In  tlu!  usiifil  (^ori^titifMrt^i  formula, 
uiid  from  these  he  may  »«lfSfc  ^t  liia;own  sweet 
lilcusure:  ^ 

1.  We,  the  people  of  I %^n  oij^r  to  form  a 

more  perfect  un'on,  Establish  juslice,  insure  do- 
mestic tr&nquiliity^  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fense, prcyjiote  tho  general  welfare  and  secure 
the  blessingd'ofijli^b'ertpto  ourselves  and  posterity, 
do  ordain  and  est^rfjlisfi,  Ac. 

2-  We,  tho  people  of -rr- — ,  In  order  to  establish 
juHtlt^e,  i)romoto  the  w<^lfare  and  secure  thcbless- 
inprs  of  liberty  ^o  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  <lo 
ordain  and  establish,  &c. 

3.  We,  the  people  of -^--—-,;flrratoful  to  Almighty 
(iod  for  our  freedom,  to  secure  its  blessings  and 
promote  our  commop- w«lfai,e,^y  establish,  &c. 

4.  We,  the  poople.edil~S8Wfipfn  ^rder  to  promote 
the  general  welfare,  do  estalflf^fi,  Ac. 

Some  of  ou    readers-  we  hotio  the  editor  of  tho 
Volkublatt'is  among  the  minibor — will  recognize 
1  tho  flrst  statement  of  tho  purppses  of  a  Govern- 
luicntasthe  preamble  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United   States.    It    is   none  tho  worse  for  that. 
Tho  second  is  the  preamble  of  the  llret  Constitu- 
|tionof  Ohio.    The  third  is  the  preamble  of  the 
present  Constitution  of  Ohio.    The  fourth  is— we 
blush  as  we  write  it — our  own.    Wo,  have  entered 
no  copyright  for  our  invention,  and  it  is  quite  at 
tho  service  of  our  philosophical  contemporary. 
We  cast  no  reflection  on   tho  others  when  wc  con- 
I  fesB  to  a  little  pride  in  our  own  production,  and 
I  submit    it   for   his  candid  consideratioiL   "Tlie 
purpose  of  government  is  the  promotio^'of  the 
general    welfare"  is    not  only  p    comprchensivt- 
and  exact  statement,  butisquiteasncat'an  aphor- 
ism as  his  disabled   one.    It  really. embodies  all 
that  is  conta'ned  in    the  three  more  celebrated 
and  pretentious  formulas;  and,  asopp  of  Its  chief 
merits  is  its  brevity,  it  can  bo  jingled  with  great 
effect  in  the  columns  of  the  Vol^«f>l,iit j^vt\\Q\ vn: 

weji^r  to  put 

•r  - 

=4^n  the  raat- 

vos  that  the 

h»Uie  good  opinion 

al'that  does  not  speak^ 

despisingly  of  fundamelTlai  principles." 


TnS  VOLKSBLATT. 

The  EvQuiBKR  B&\  the  American  people  do 
not  care  for  philosoplinal  defljnIt|onB,  but  can 
ijay  for  that  which  they  ^vant^Okhave  and  will 
nave.  This  rermnds  us  affcthe  debate  In  a  Con- 
gresbioual  Fin^cVConimittSfe  on  tho  proposition 
to  levy  a  tax  offS  jfer  gallon,  on  whisky.  Some 
member  remarked,  modestly,  that  it  would  bo 
impossiblfc  to  collect  a  tax  four  tinif",  ft*  Urge  as 
the  original  price.of  the  articled  Thereupon  rose 
another  member  and  replied;-tfiAt«  people  that 
were  able  to  keepup  such  HLgreat%ar^nd  abolish 
slavery  could  also  collect  a  whisky  tax  of  »a  per 
gallon.  This  glo^Joua  argument  prevailed,  and 
the  whiwky  tax  was  fixed  at  *2  per  gallon.  It  be- 
comes the  ENQtittEB,  however,  putivorypoorlv  to 
defend  a  violation  of  fundamental  pri^ftiMSes.  Such 
a  couienipt  lor  them  was  by  no  nieaiijian  the  spirit 
of  the  old  iJemociatic  party  before  it  was  cor- 
rupted by  slavery  interests.  But  noimhe  Dem- 
ocratic organs  seeih  to  deem  fundamental  princi- 
ples utterly  unworthrof  their  notice.'' 
The  Oaeette  writesijL/' 

"An  inten-sting  report  has  boon  set  g'oini?Trom 
<  olumbus  to  the  efletvfertfcat^he  jmJiai>lili.^UiA#r  of 
the  VolkHbtatt  is  to  be*theF*bppon#MlilWdate 
for  Lieutenant-Governor."  >. 

The  "amiable  ed!tor"''.of  the  l^lksButt  seizes 
thisopportuuity  toinfcMm  all  those  wkci  arc  in- 
terested In  the  matter  thkljit  will  not  run  jib  op- 
position candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  Of 
course,  he  can  not  prevent  any  body  from  bring- 
ing forward  his  name  for  this  omce,  or  ^nv  other; 
but,  fortunately,  nobody  catfbi^  i<>iupellt;d,  in  this 
free  country,  tohorve  asacandiiiate.  'ihenumlicr 
of  volunlcers.  moreover,  has  not  been  redjuccd 
materially  that  it  has  become  uecess 
cani|i(iat(,». 

If  tho  Public  Library  would  contj^i 
the  younger  generation  would  iti 
something  more  useful,  such  as  hii' 
&c.  luBteud  of  stimuluiing  llic^'teft 
thing  better,  as  is  aSbertod  by  ther 
novel-reading,  at  the  expen#(3  of.  tl 
reading  generally  perverts  their  tasti 
is  used  to  sensation  novels  looks 
(Hructive  matter  as  dull  and   dt 

Board  wore  not  bankrupt,  we  f  

much  stress  upon  the  nuttier;  bu^n^j|tS^^Vad 
to  borrow  the  money  for  the  pa-iH£|gB9Kers 
tho  last  time,  we  deem  a  thoronlBPHrelwiOn  of 
the  question  whether  taxation  for  the  mere 
amusement  of  a  small  minority  of  tho  public  is 
Justihable,  perfectly  proper. 


Is  THE  editor  of  the  Vulkshlatt  losing  his 
head?  On  Saturday  last  he  made  this  edi- 
torial announcement:  "We, beg  to  call  our 
rcadera'  attention  to  tft«JM^  that  on  Mon- 
day, the  2d  of  June,  oxtt^  Fenilleton  will 
commence  an  intensely  exciting  {hoechst 
spann^nd)  novel,  rich  In  thrilling  scenes, 
Tke  Bride  of  Death."  Yesterday  he  said: 
••Instead  of  creating  a  taste  for  some- ' 
thing  better,  as  some  persons  assert,  this 
novel  reading  kills  the  taste  for  what  is 
better.  What  id  instructive  appears  too 
dry  an4  tedious  to  him  who  has  accus- 1 
toracd  hinasclf  tt>  .  sensational  novels." 
Bere  is  a  confession  that  be  is  corrupting 
the  literary  taste  of  this  community.  Per- 
sons with  a  head,  and  with  a  business, 
seldom  degrade  that  busincBS  in  the  eyes 
of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 
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The  "  reople't  Paper"  vi.  The  People's  1.1- 
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brary. 

'jflio  editor  of  the  Kotitjsfi/aa  is  btililiarp- 
'  Ag  on  theories  of  Government  to  lielp  him 
Wtof  tlie  limbo  in  wbicli  we  liuve  placed 
tiim,  ^.W.Q  bfeg  pardon;  'V.'c  moan  the  limbo 
wwliiicfchu  has  plaecd  himself. 'He  is  so 
mudli  absorbed  in  his  theoretical  investi- 
gatiopfi  that  he  has  forgotten  to  onswcr  iho 
question  we  have  several  times  asked  him. 
Silence,  in  this  instance,  is  quite   us    sig- 
nilicant  as  speech,    lie  can  not  answer   it 
without  confessiuK  that  his  real  opposition 
is  to  public  libraries    themselves,  rather 
than  to  any  class  of  books  which   these  li- 
braries contain,    lie  has  blocked  bis  own 
path  in  this  discuBsion  by  too   many   ad- 
missions; for  he  "acknowledges  the  benefl- 
cence  and  usefulness  ofptiblic  libraries;" 
that  "good  novels  are  good  reading;"  and 
that  he  is  giving  them  without  stint  to  his 
own  readers.    On  the  other  tack— that  all 
novels   are    bad  reading— he  might    have 
made    a    gallant    light,   and  now  he  is- 
where?    Our  readers  must  excuse  us  for 
not  reprinting,  as  hitherto,  the  Volksblatt's 
t;tUtorial  of  yesterday— a  courtesy,  by  the 
v.ay,  v/hich  that  journal  lias  never  seen  fit 
to  extend  to   our   part  of  the    discussion, 
The  substance  of  the  editorial  can  be  read 
in   a  better    and    more  amplilied  form  in 

llKHBEUT  SPKNCKU'8  Sociol  ^StatiCS. 

There  are  philosophcrB.  so  called,  in  po- 
litical science— and  we  suspect  that  the 
editor  of  tlio  Volkshlntt  belongs  to  that 
school— who  find  it  necosaary,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  practical  results,  such  as  the  es- 
tablislimentof  a  I'ubllc  Library,  the  iiitro- 
diietion  of  a  steam  fire-engine,  or  of  a  new 
lire-plug,  to  in(iuire  into  the  theory  of 
governmenti  to  read  the  treatises  of 
!carneU  men  of  V^reece  and  Home,  and  who 
nourished  during  the  middle  ages;  to  post 
one's  self  up  thoroughly  in  the  Knqiclopt- 
./  «  JlcLhudiquei.tind  coming  down  to  mod- 
ern times,  to  scan  tlie  writings  of  John 
StuAKXMILI.    and  liKUISEKT  SHENgKR    Jor 

precedent, and  authority.  The  compact 
made  on  hoard  the  Mayrtower,  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  were  not 
drawn  up  by  such  men.  Ours  is  a  govern- 
uieut  of  the  people,  and  no  restrictions  ex- 
ist in  our  system  other  than  those  whicli 
the  people  have  placed  there  themselves. 
The  general  welfare,  and  not  Hekheut 
SpENCKK's  theories,  or  the  precedents  of 
oiher  times,  Js  the  basis  on  which  our  law- 
makers build.  Our  people  have  not  tied 
tlu'ir  hands  bcbindtheirliacksjor  hampered 

themselves  with  dellnitions.  They  will 
have  about  what  they  want,  and  can  pay 
lor.  They  seem  to  want  public  libraries 
with  the  classes  of  books  that  thc-y  can 
read,  and  this  is  what  troubles  the  editor 
of  the  Volkiblall- 

While  ranging  over  so  wido  a  field   to 
liiid  what  theorists  have  said  on  the  theory 
of  govoninaent,  it  would  be  well  for  him  to 
turn  hi«t  attention    to   what    governments 
iiave  done.    Let  us  look  at  (ireat  Britain, 
whore  IUhbkkt  Sikn<  er  has  lived,  and 
where  be' wrote  his  SocaU  Statice  before 
i^uch  an  institution  as   the  mudern  public 
library  \\as  ever  thoughthjof/-,  In   August, 
I8r,0,   an    act    of    rarU»ineni^nthorized 
Town  Councils  to  pig,  tM   (lurlllon   to   its 
constituents,     "Will  >  oh   have   a  library 
rate  levied  for  provldn  -  n   town  library?" 
Under  this  act  th9:-^i>uiehoster   Free  Li- 
brary was  orgairi»^d,Sn^   was   opened   to 
the  "putdic   in  September,  mi.    We  have 
seen  no  ollicial  statistics  of  its  circulation 
of  books  since  those  of  IWW.     U  then  cir- 
culated b07,Gtit  volumes,  about  eighty  per 
cent,    of    which    were  prose    fiction     and 
juveniles.     Its  principle  was  to  sup.ply  tbo 
people  with  what  they  wished  to  read.    Us 
circulation  now  is  over  a  million  volumes, 
and  no  library  in  this  country  has  reached 
half  that    number.    The    Liverpool    Free 
Library,  founded  on   th«  same  principles, 
wa»  cpeoed  in  November,  IK'A  and  itscir- 
uulaUou  is  about  a   million  volumes  an- 
nually. 

The    free  libraries  of  Sboffiold.  Bolton 
and  Cambridge  were   opened   in  IH^a,  and 
the  Oxford   Library  in   1«54.    The  experi- 
ment  had  then  been   fairly  trii'd.    The  re- 
ttlll  may  be   inferred   from   the    fact  that 
rnrlianu  nt  in  1H.V)  pasecd   a  new  act  more 
liberal  than  the  former  one,  und  raised  the 
rate  oflevy  from  half  a  penny  to  a  penny 
on  the  pound.    New  libraries  sprung  up  in 
Birkenhead,  Kiddenmlnster,  Leamington, 
Westminster,   and   other  places.     In  1HG6 
the  act  of  rarliaraent  was  again  amended, 
and  provided  that  any  ten   rate-payers  in 
a  town,   in   case    the  town   authorities   re- 
fused  or  neglected    to   act,  might  call    a 
town  meeting  to  consider  whether  a  library 
should  bo  established,  and  that  a  majority 
of  votes  at  that  meeting  should  determine 
whether  a  levy  for  that  purpoise  should  bo 
laid.      These  libraries   all    supplied  liuht 
reading  to   a  greater  extent  than  any  of 
the  public  libraries    in   this  country,  and 
neither  the  English   people  or   the  British 
I'ariiament  have  yet  discovered  the  lact  so 
patent  to  the  editor  of  the  Vfilkshlntt  that 
li    te  outside   the   functions   of  the    State 
tt)  supply  this  kind  of  reading. 

Wf  will  nowrtirfftnur  attention  to  what 


wliere?    Our  roauo^  mutit  e x c \i 
not  roprintiug,  asUitUeitOjthe  \' 
licUtorialoi   yesterday    acourltv,>,  ^,\  w.. 
way,  wh'u'h  that  joti'ual  has  never  seen  fit 
to  extend  to  our  part  of  the   discussion. 
The  Bubetauce  of  the  editorial  can  be  read 
in   a  better    and    more  araplitied  form  in 
ilKKHEur  fePENCKU'B  Social  Statics. 

There  are  philosophers,  so  called,  in  po- 
litical Bcience— and    A'e  suspect  that  the 
editor  of  the    Volkal  I'lU   belongs  to  that 
school— who  find  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  practical  results,  such  as  the  es- 
tablisliment  of  a  rublic  Library,  the  intro- 
duction of  a  steam  nre-engine,  or  of  anew 
tire-plug,  to  inquire    into    the    theory    of 
..vernment;    C6     read     the    treatises    of  { 
learned  men  of  QJ-eece  and  Pwome,  and  who 
I  nourished  during  the  middle  ages;  to  post 
1  one's  self  up  thoroughly   in  the  Encucl'r'^^- 
.' «  Mcthodique;'Sind  coming  down  to  mod- 
1, m  times,  to  scan  tlio  writings  of  John 
'  SxuAUT  Mill  and  IIkbbkrt  Spencer  lor 
precedent  and    authority.     The  compact 
I  made  on  board  the  MayHowev,  and  the  Con- 
sticution  of  the  United   States,  were  not 
drawn  up  by  sach  men.     Uurs  is  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  and  no  restrictions  ex- 
listin  our  system  other  than  those  which 
the  people  have  placed   there   themsclv(-H. 
I  The   general   welfare,   and  not  IIkrueut 
-PKNCER'8  theories,  or  the  precedents  of 
;  uiher  times,  is  the  basis  on  which  our  law- 
nmkers  build.    Uur  people  have  not    tK-d 
ihoir  hands  behind  their  backs.or  hampered 
themselves   with   detlnitions.     They    will 
have  about  what  they   want,   and  can  pay 
lor.    Thev  seem  to  want  public  libraries 
with  the  classes  of  books  that  they   can 
read,  and  this  is  what  troubles  the  editor 
[of the  VolkshUitt.  «  ,,    * 

While  ranging  over  so  wide  a  held  to 
lind  Nvbat  theorists  have  said  on  the  theory 
I  „f  government,  it  would  be  well  for  him  to 
turn  hi«.  aUention    to   what    governnumts 
luive  done.    Let  ns  look  at  Great  liritam 
,  where  Ubrbert  Hpencer  has   lived,  and 
where   he' wrote  bis   Social  Statics  before 
fluch  an  institution  as  the  modern  public  , 
library  was  ever  thought  ..f.    In  August 
lHr.O,   an    act    of    rarlianient^uthon/.--u 
;Town€ouncil.3t.opu^.tli6   quoH.on   to  its 
constituents,     "Wiir^ofrh^e   «•  1" W 
'  rate  levied  for  providing  !i  to^vn  l.braiy. 
under  this   act  tW,Manchester    ireeLi- 
1  brarv  v^as  orgamii4l,-an4   nnus  opened  to 
'tue  public  iri  .September,  1852.    .^^^/^/^^ 
seen  no  ollicial  statistics  of  its  circulation 
of  books  since  those  of  18GB.    It  then  cir- 
culated b07,G64  volumes,  about  eighty  per 
cent,    of    which    were  prose    tict.on    an<l 
juveniles.     Its  principle  was  to  suppy  tl- 
people  with  what  they  wished  to  read.    Us 
I  circulation  now  is  over  a  million  volumes 
and  no  library  in  this  country  has  reached 
balf  that    number.    The   Liverpool    F  ce 
itbrary,  founded  on   the  same  principles, 
was  opened  in  November,  l^->2,  and  us  cir- 
culation  is  about  a   million  volumes  an- 

'  "The  '  free  libraries  of  Sheffield.  Bolton 

,nd  Cambridge  were   opened   in  1^1,  and 

^eUrd   Library   in  1854     The  cxpcr- 

ment  had  then  been   f^^-^^^  t""^'/,^^, ''; 
suit   may  be   inferred    from   the    fact  that 
rl  liTn 'nt  in  18.5  passed   a  new  act  more 
liberal  than  the  former  one,  and  raised  the 
rate  of  levy  from  half  a  penny  to   a  p.nn) 
on  the  pound.    Kew  libraries  sprungup  in 
mikenhead,  Kiddenminster,  Leamingto^ 
Westminster,   and   other  places.     In     H^' 
he  act  of  I'arliament  was  again  amende    . 
.a  provided  that  any  ten  rate-payers  ii. 
town     in   case   the  town  authorities   re- 
fused  or   neglected    to   act,  might  call    a 
wn  n'etingto  consider  whether  a  libra.v 
.ho   Id  be  established,  and  that  a  major.t> 
:' ::teB  at  that  meeting  «»»o"»<^/«^;;-;:  , 
whether  a  levy  for  V    t  purpose  should  l 
Tatd       These  Ubraru.s   all    supplied  UuM 
I  reading  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  o 
'the  publio  libraries    in   this  country,  and 
'  neither  the  tngl..h   people   or   the  British 
•^^'nament  have  yet  discovered  the  ac   so 
1  patent  to  the  editor  of  the  V''f  -  ;^f ,  !;;\^ 
il  L  outside   the   lunctions   of  the    ^taie 
to  supply  this  kind  uf  veuding. 

We  will  "ow  direct  onr  attention  to  what 

governments  are  doing  in  this  country.    In  ^ 

'^8  the  Legislature  of  Mussachuse  t^au-. 

thorized  the  city  of  Uoston  to  lay  a  tax   at 

a  ce  taiu  rate  pur  poll,  for   the   support  of 

'  :  rubUc  library.    Under  this  law  the  Bos- 

ton   Public   Library    was   organized.     In 

"l  the  Legislature  passed  a  general  law 

r.«rmittinK  any   town   to  lay  such  a  tax. 
Si" -has  since  been  amended  allowing 
towns  and  cities  to  lay  any  -^<^-^'j'J^^^ 
they  choose   for   this  purpose,    borne  hfty 
or  more  public  libraries  are  now  in  succcss- 
miTperatlon  in  that  State.    Ohio  passed  a 
,  aw  authorising  taxation   for  the  support 
of  miblic  libraries,  in  l^HiT;   Illinois  in  1871 
'and   Indiana  in   1872.     I'ennsylvania    and 
New   York  either  have  passed,  or  are  on 
the  point  of  passing,  such  laws;   and  soon 
Htate  without  such  legislation  will  be  as 
l^U  behind  the  times   as  If  they  had  no 
'^^^on  school  system,    ^hese  States  are 
Uoing  the  wrong  thing,  according  to  the 
theory     of     the     Volksblalt,     for     it     la 
not     within       the       "purpose      o        gov 
crnment,    which     is    the     protection     of 
crnmenw  ,__^prtv  "      and     IIkrhert 

nerson  and     properij,        »»« 
Ipknckr   says   nothing    about   it   in   his 
^^tiJ.    >VelL  If  the  people  have  the 
Ifbtalirthey   can  <^o  ^Hh-t   IlKun.^^^ 
1  v^rKNCER  and  the  theories  of  bis  follow  er». 
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IcBtio.!..   l&«UM«Ball4f«M  of  the  ^Tlter  are  In  uli 

cases  lii41»peBj3pP*^«narw>ty  °^  «"<»<*  '■'^*''' 
We  cannot  unAsftote  to  return  ur  preserve  comiEunic;i- 

|t<uns  tliat  arc  not  use  ). 


THE  I'Jiiil^'*^''^    LlBR^ii^' 
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le     recent 

libiaiSnfH 
iank  it   ' " 


two 


Mentz 

books 

[une   V 

near 

Tortant 

col.cct;.n.^a^avcM^^^^  rare  early 

many  ol  thetn  to  oe  «  yoclterous    typo- 

It  is  BOt  easy  to  imagine   the   y;»^"« 

•'lines"  worth  tioui  «500  to   $17,000.      as 
iMbdin  he  would  certainly  have  burst    r.a.  mere 
Dibuin.uc"      „  „.,nrp«st>d  his  enthusiasm.    The 
*'""'V%u';r.XSrhe  novated  the  "tourna- 
lin-pot  fury  ^^Ith  ^n  ^.j^^cio.  babbling 

meut"    over   »»»•' J^^f'/'^/^^  ^tber   such   trash, 
about  knig-nts  and  lancers  and  oiae  ^^^^ 

has  at  present   gone    "''^^ '^^^^'J^.^rchamplon- 
rMvnUer,  dHnc/tu<r.«  who  contend  for  c         i    ^^ 

ships  of  thing.,  and  h.s  fJ^^'^^^'^^'^lZy.    The 
con.parison  o^^shojie   alter   half  a   ce        y 
famous  unique  VelUm    Boc,^^^^^^^^      ^^^^^^  ^^^^ 
£'>260,disapi.earsbefore  he   V  ^^^^^^ 

ot  A'-^400  whle  even  the  paper  coi>y   "  ,r..„i« 

Italian  novelist.  ,„^„...,,  ,,efore   the  sale  to 

'^^'^  ^TtTrwraSnl^^  rho  London 
Uave  cost  Its  «^^^^^J\., ascribe  the  prices  of 
'''"^''' ATlot"  Ss  it  brought  $130,000  1^20.000). 
"""trflwlotswhoe  prices  were  given  brought 
As  the  few  lots  wno»«  ^  ti,ere  may  be 

,„ore  than  tl'"-^""^^^^^^^^^  ^ho  ;hole  805  lots ; 

an  error  m  giving  tbts  ^o^*"  nresent.    There 

,„t  If  so.  'tcan-t  be  corrected  at^lH^^^^^        ^^^^^^ 

can  ^^"'^'y  ^,f;„%*:re  jcoVventional  in  value  as 
in  a  commoduy  so  pureij  toward  a  valua- 

rare  books.  '^  "^^^^^  ^V";*  ty^J  worth  as  a 
tion  having  some  >^«|^  ^  \«j,Xuiarfer  Boccaclo, 
standard  of  Pnce-    X^^^.  ^^^^^^  ^,,»  i^ss  than  at 

rvJ'L^'bir'n  \  Je   -d  yea  a.e  instances 

the  Roxbur^ae  .  *ic,  Kliot's   Answer  to 

enough  of  ;^«  -»;\^^'  ^tr  instance  (8vo.,  PP. 
Norcot  on  Infan    ^^^^'^'J^^,,.  ,,  i.,vo  been  bought 

27:  "«f«"J7;j'^r7wo  cents,  not  far  from  its 
i,.  Uustonfo    lessth^^w  ^^^^^    ^^^^ 

intrinsic   r^^^^J'.^tt  brought  r260. 
York,  AprtH^'  X'.,  in  tSerkins  library  have, 
such  books  as  t''"^'^ »"  "  ^  ;  ^aiue  as  iUus- 

„o  doubt,  a  ^•'"^''^^^■'S^rc  arts  and  Hue 
trations  of  the  *j'f  Xfn.^y  tnuch  real  beauty 
arts.    This  *«  «f^"  J  J^^fv^t  t«  surpass  the  state- 

;;;;rr:;;t^t;:rS^^.ecostoftheind,- 

tions  of  tbe  ancient  paBes  ami  aim  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^ 
the  curious  fancies  of  the  anceiu 

after  all  this,  no   f^^^'^^^  ^^  '^^,  ,,at  nol>ody 
,or  suchluxune^J^'  itw  of  the  price,  given  were 

olse  can  ^«^,,^.^^^»;":,f,,  ^^mes  are  not  given,  most 
as  follows:  Hio  buyers  na  .     ,        or  else  the 

or  them  being  represented  by  deaKr 

Uealers  secured  most  «' "^y^;  >^**^:,, ,  ,f  B.ake- 
basto."  who  bo«K''»''^p^:;X„  Cincinnati;  if 
rrr^\rdr  crtem';oTary.wa3   remarkablv 

accuiate.  .  ,„»»„;«„  norm  Delphinl. 

114.    Auctores  Class  cil^tln.  ^n  us  m  ^^^^    ^^^^^ 

Pans.  1672  (the  o.iginiilertt«T^^^  ft'tatju.^,  tUo 

,U.te  with  »^«  "/VSlos    aldwltha  vols.addi- 
,ue  Ciceronls  Op.  Fhllos    a  ^^j,,     i,„t,,„p. 

tiunal  of  Danet!*   ^'^'"•,7, 'Ii^pi,    c24n,  Quaritch. 

;iich  old  red  '"''"il'e'^i^'  noble  and  worthv  Kyngc 

157.    Stoiy  of  themoq^  II'  ^        ^„r.  ex.- 

A  tbur.  black  »*;*?I;i  ,Tv  W:^vpi«n<lev.  1557.    -Sx- 

l,y  Lewis.    »«»l'y  "'^*  '7,ent'8  skle,  and  the  on,y 

t\emely    rare.    ''^*^"*c.,.'n Viiis 

known  perfect  copy;  £120  Ell>^       ^     j,„    Italian 

^'"nT.  Biblia  sacra    L«tln«      M^^-  ^^^^^        with  146 
,,a«d,onvelUiro.of   tbr^^^^^^^^^        ^^   ^^^^    period  of 

nfinUtures    and  '{l^^'S  volumes  (leaves  MY, 

l;ri'^ii\clTcs).^  l^iatlnr'two  volumes.,  -ellum.  11 
'•177.  Udfa  sacra  Lattnatwo^^^^^^^^  ^,  »>"r°J?,; 
Itiminated  capita.?.^  *»ne';'  1463»   The  t.rsi  l-'^fn 
S:b;e%Sf  a"Ste'.^»"^  ^a^dinavy  lanty. 

even  on  pape'.         •,yt„tei«8t.anff  perhaps  value. 
A  distinct  additionWnt^st  %     ^    successively 

attaches  to  f  ^ X^rt'ofV^aa.  nis  collec- 
formedpartof  t»ie  j"  ^j^^^ValU'Jre.  Count  Mac- 
tors.  M.  Galgn..t,l>ucdo^*^^^^^^    ^^^    ^^^^^,^^ 

earthy  ^^^^^'^''^'J'lifbefeasy  to  develop  another 
""'■  *'".^'r li     he  sentimentft! ;  if'  i.  a  melancholy 


VllumMS.ol^trttatf'''    ; 
best  Freiflir  V^^\l\ 
ilred  nclif^iliT'ojinated 
with  a  cardinal's  arms 
i/,cl2bv><'^in.     trench 
Moulins.    *i4;H).  .H','-*-    . 
.,     Jenson,  H7r,.    Vellum, 
'   ;,rintlng,  and  splendidly 
;(Hi.    Klli# 


the  deaths  of  owners,  the  end  of  enJoy^»^^^^« 
dispersion  of  collections,  ard  one  "'OJ'^J^^^ 
everiaatiogau.  tioneer,  who  doesn't^  die  .«ir«o^ 
than  the  King,  but  fo^'s^r  t^oc^.^s  a.,  eternal 
commission.  **  , 

£780.     Graesse,    l)ri^,'"7i*(i<iSs;'V^p    r  liO'J 
mention  this  edition  I'mMy  tfflff^i hie  ot   m 

being  tk.'  llambey  aOit*" ''^  |  ms  nV  uthl^nrv. 
178.     Bible  iliutor«SP.lr..iluni  Mh.ol  I4in^»- 

with  130  lulniatulH;^^ 
the  time,  luid  ii; ' 
capitals.    Old 
on  the  covers ;  6G5  It 
lianslaiion  ot  (inyai 

186.    Ibbla  »^"i£^  '-S" 
a  wonderful  spp?nii»n  ut 

-^  "^^u^^  th^  mi ^ediuo.^;^^ 4 

vols.,  8vo...a.rflfe:a   l'<>;i^'^^„«[^^\7,^^^ 

vols..  large^olioT^d  illu^tratea  «  i  elevated 

views,  et<;.,  mliry  l^'^^?  ur  iron     ii8H,  Qnarttch. 

fr."»\&'""  °>'^'"'''""  ^™ ""' "'  "'°- 

was  in  this  set,  and  for  '« o  m^eneu  i  ^^^^  ^^^ 

the  autfi6||.A  Copy  Was  advertiseu  u>  v< 
lHt;s  lor  l^.-Y  ^«ir.t<.    Viprec    et  de  saintc 

301.    4ataii-ii,,tnm3  scribel^^  J'*">' 

^""^•iSlff  T!^i  vr  nhef  and  was  employed 
xvasa^WrMe'i  »^^;tt^7''7>';,,,,.  which  the  Duke 
u.  tl'ef^aiiS«'V'''l^'i  /m-teen  ye^^^^^  courtship 
ae  MonjPi''  ''"nf  .t  fr.ft  Ketbcr  to  please  that 
01  Mlle^Uy»d>o»illetj£ntUveUie^^^^^l  j,rir,c„se 

extrem^lPf^amisn    ^fJJI^,,,!    ,„  ^.old  lillets,  and 

3?4  by  2', 
l)er8ecutini' 

infill-^-    »"""^" — 

''^^;;!Kb!i^;^*^pographu^l  Antiquities    4  ^1^. 

large  paper  ^f^;^':^Ull£^^ 
Altlu.rpiana;,^fo1a-n|Uree  papei ,      u         ^^^^  .^ 

■ihis  IS  not  a  N-fry  luK*^"^''*''.,'*"." |)tu,i,u   has   set- 
S'"-H^iSJSl:e"ureat  French  Work   on 

^ir  keures  de  vSrard  Parjf  •  l«^.  ^^-''^^^^ 
uorandesHeuresdcVe.aid,     and      a        .  ^.^^^^ 

SH.-F?n?4bMi^and  illuminated  capitals. 
'^"^'5.  Quarltch.  L-,  .  ,  ,  a^  Troye,  byChrls- 
t"'e     ^'^    »^^^,„,v      A  snlendid  MS,  on  vcUum, 

Quaiitch.  ,     rvwDte.  etc.;    the   "so-  I 

"^401.     I>e«criptiondell'5>Pie.\^ig..  plates, 
called,  great  French  work,    etc.     i  ^^^^^_ 

atlas  lo.io,  20  v«>l^;  Jetter-press.  »vo^^  ^^^^ 

^■•r.i  i!^e?^at^'4fST4t^ IS--  ^^^^  •''«?"  ''^''''' 

^S'^r^^^^^J^'^^Ji^  ^,r;anuscript  of 
400.    KxangelTfiltarlum  ,    »  \«J^         3,^^,.  f„iio,  10 
ninth  or  tentT^  century.     1J6    ^aves        ^^^^_^^  ^^^^. 

by  7 u  inches :  some  paR^*  '"  ,-*\,j„  yerv  splemlid 
acters.some  on  purple  «'^'""^.l'W,,rgi.-al  mainl- 
and elaborate  '{'""Viat^  srsplendS  iTluminaU-d. 
Hcni.l  of  so  early  ^  date,  so  spie^^^^^  ,^^*  occurrea  for 

l:£^'''^^'^  ^esenV  «---^^-"^     *^'^^^- 

'^^??^J.>issa.t's     Chnmic,es;  ^.1  ^»e^^^ 

translation.  2  vj''*-'  VS-  by  <<oger  IMyne; 
ropy,  'ongh  leaves,  """l^ '^,,7  ^,..^1" edition  in 
Myddlton  and   I'jns.  n.  15-5,    tne^  j^vkes's  col- 

Kil'lisl' ;  fJA;!"  /iSn'.  "  QuaVitch  says  ( 180K).  •'  A 
lections;  tSX'.   *^"??f;  „..7rth  forty  pounds."    But 


^^^"^^sm^  vlllu-.  in  gold  mi 
llErlii^eTtS^^l^orir.^^ 


A  MS.  service 
16th  century. 
byO'4   inches, 


''"Bsf"  ifiSt-  ad  Usum  Uomanum. 

liam  (axt.-^.  1*^7. /"?,"«„/,  of  Mr.  D-ut.  vvb<. 
KSt'a-seS  "py  trSrone  leaf  tocompleto 

'Ml4.  I^yl^ate-s  mege  of  Troy-^.i^^MS..^- 
vellum;  seventy  pa^ntn^«  «J»[^ '^.^/architecture 
for  contemi.<)rai/j^nra,its,j^os  ,;,„,.ument8  ot 
etc.;  "one  oMl*^«  st  »"V  »,V  piistence."  tl320. 
ancient  English  secular  art  in  existence. 

Quaritch.  •   niverses  de    .Jean  de   Moun. 

„  ,,h  iiKit  i"«i  v!y?,°;« 'S,i,  f  ■■  till- "  »o»,.  ," 

£:',7.5.    Boone.         -.Hntifp  of  Christ,  the  Virgin 
738.    KomanceoftheLite  or  i.nii    . 

Mary.  Ht.  J«'««P^,^^:,„J"of  14t"    c^entury;    .'.ak 
MS.   ofl.'Hh  or  beginning  01    |,i' tncUwH  execu- 
ri>Vrds  under  «V."«  .TraSnc.irypha^  leJenS^^ 
,K.n.    «n«>«;Y;H'/t1t^  ,  w.fr  eSTaw.ngs  by  sev- 
S^«;is:*V^us^asnjusJ^t.i.^Kn.b^ 

rostum«s,     manners,     etc., 

^^;!^{;*'&akspeare  «"t  folio  Every  leaf^^  g«n,. 
,ne  throughout.  (An  «cpMvey^™«^^,^  ^^^„,., 
::rr  sifld  VIU  £7l"6^  2s.  Brought,  however. 
\^'^rm.    H.yes>>f  Manchester. 

K'fi.     ScruMllolio.     U4.   ^}}\^^^ 

«''i     Uiird  folio,     tioo.     naiioru. 


MentT. 

The  tlrst 

riKinal 


''xTifr'upPosed  to  bo  the  finest   of  the   «v« 
,(irars«    s.^    «.vepl.known    vellum    -P;«;-    ;; 
Which  n,ne  is  absAuleiy    perfect;  and   the  <>the 
f  our  (sl*?)  being  ali^tdy  in  public  frartes.thn 
..vHSun.qt^so  far  as  ctianoe  of  buying  wa.  ^ . - 
cemed.    •  inquestlonably  the  most  "«P'>^^"^;" 
,ll8linenis*«i  article  in  the  whole  annals  of  typo- 
graphy." ..r  the  catalogue;  it  would  have  been 
iu,t  as  well  to  «.y.  "a>e  mo*t  valuable  book  m   he 
world";  but  a  cataloguer -must    ride   his   wooden 
i,„rse.    £3-00,   Eths.    Mr.    (irenviile's   copy   cost 
him  only  t313.  a^  thli  C9py.  sabi   by    !><'>«»•"  J" 
have  two  leaves  mppMed  iU  f^c-«imde  (though  it 
has  proved  Impos^iWe  to  flnfi'more  than  orel.  was 
...Id  by  Mess..^.  M^l  to^Hr.  Penlmir.  in  1825.  for 
C.-M.    The  same  01  faper,  WH»etPr,i  copies   only 
ki.own     to     exist,  "a   matchles*   copy,"    £2090, 
(inarltch.    Tills  is  a  Mgher  price  for  the  paper 
copy  than  that  paid  for 'the  vellum  one. 

_1-Itisa   sad  busiiifM,  to  sa"  no  more.  ab..iit 
,h..  .ren.ral  and  S'eclal  futures  of  a  sale  'ikt-  this! 


N 


-••a 


1  .  ^ 

V. 


I). 


01 


.&.\ 


joyggjl^e 


X , 


^ I  ,    t^  rh«  Trr»?«rer 


li  .  vcrylTurned  over  to  the  Trr«.«rer, 

ery    valuable.  .  '^^J']^l^ni^^^of\  ^^^ 

ow  casb  valuation  wllh^Ue^ggg  ^^^^  ^KCM-nttATioN- 


t-utcrlutx'civtd   uu 


not    yet 


10.00 
flS.O^ 


yet  COl- 


3,1G0.50\ 
18.00 
•2.027.21 

130,79 


TprU-    ■"    7     ,,     ™,  vverc  opened  to  thelr.^'^rt!'   sul>^'rtvf.on. 
reviewti  of  the  day-    ' »        ^  •  j    resort  of      kctwi.  -^  ,^ 

interest  lias  been  fully  ma  Lums.  vu  ^^^   ^uncut 

daily  incveaaing.  .^^^^^j.,  ib73,   the U,- or  re*'^'^^.,  S- up  and  furni. 

Oa  the  1st  dH>  ot   l  eor  ^^^^  ^^^^      expcD'^^i'J,  tilting  ui 

Library  -- <>Pr  t>me  rUer.  and,    al-' 


al-       lure, 


her  of  volamc*,  w    "»^_"'        limiwl    re       rum, 
sources  of  the  l_^'>f^,7'    a,bcr  of  visitors  i. 


$1,701.36 

1,754.49 


the  KU>iii- 


5.001 


*2,ioo.r.o 

136.79 

273.7-2 
21.731 
3.00 

^2,5«4.73 

|0,U5.61 


w..  norlfuUv  submitted. 
Uopccmu^y  Co«PEU,  Treasurer 


ss^f  »"^"^  '^^^  '"-'  '"-"tr::.....  »^c 

is  unabated,  and  the  xhe  unexpended  rc:,<.ur..L.-» 

steadily  incre^--^;^        ^^^^  receiving  "^"y  private  .subscriptions, 

T.,,e  Trustees,  ^^J     ^  j    ,  solely   upon  l>^',  eity  tax, 
public  »^",«"y'lth    ,nany  exi>cnse8  in    ^e^^^^    J    ^^^     „ca8ury, 
priv?*-  "'^''^T';  .rnriso  of  tl'i^  kind,  are  y^M^*^    i^  UamU  of  treasurer 

iSs    at    an   PX  j^^;;,;!llc   tax 
mand  for  thuu.     ^f^  .^'"^ '^  ^Vc  dollar  of 
Ibeing  limited  to  <;"\J^f  J^,^;,^d  this  in- 
taxable  property  m  t^   city      ^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

«)me  not  available    I  ^^>^^^J^^^  ,    i^' 

"T^  thnat\"'lev\"d,TaVes  ^  Iu.noih,  Us. 

Sindsiuthe^iuitrolof  ^'^r'Z^^^^^'^.U  io  before  nie,  at 

the  lequircuieutb    I  tu  t,  ^     ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^   ot  June,  i       ,  e. 

brary  and   readin-^    roo  ^^^^^,   Acqu=rcd  by  purchase,  ^^03 

ZlU  the  axinual  rej^rt^^^^^    hcrewith,p  '  .  •'  ,^n^.ion    j  J^^■-  x       9 

Crandlibianan,    .^'^^^'J^of  thi«   report.  ..  "Binding,    ^-f^  o 

fnd  ^vhich  are^made^l-';;^  f,,^,,,,   desire!  ^j^.i^  number  of  vol«mes    >s  ^^^^ 

Before  conc|umu^,-"-  ^^^j^a  I     ^.^036    volume*  vrere  lo^t  oci 

to  state  thn  ^^/^^i  SSnt^f  the  Bostonl  ^^.^^es  ^ere  fitte^up.  and  jMle 

tions  to  ^be  «"^;' Win  W  inao^  for  }%rnvh^ 


tionstc  ^l^e^XiostnWinao^for    his 
.Free  Library, Ml- J «8^  in  Imparting 

llind  and  co^^^^^^nformation  and  repoit- 
Ito  them  valuable  intorm  ^^^^    ^^^^^ 

'  X  C.  Tiioiii-soN 

SC.WlTUROW-     . 

Yaas  Cospeb. 

I)  <i.  Clark. 
H,.>rtC.Mabik. 


OV( 

W 


fo}?;„r^of™iu-^-"''-^i;d 

on  shelves       .       ,    ' 
in  the  hands  of  read-  I 

crs  — 

2,815 

Total,  432 

Number  ol  P^^IPj^;^*;-,,.,^.^^^  in  the  read- 
Newspapers  and  pcno<iitai3  m 

ing  room,  51 

Quarterlies,  .    .^,..  oo| 

Monthliet), 

Weeklies, 
Semi  Week  lie*, 

iTri-Wceklies, 
\DaiUe8, 


Total, 


01 


b»oks.     ^ 
Nuiil>er  of 
rendered 
trcm  th«  city, 


ir 


1,352 

1.319 


ni;^t   or  the  Trustees  ot    ittc 
f  /ocktopd  Public  Library. 

oth^  Hon.  Mayor  and  Common  Connril 
oftheCity  ofRocJcfonl: 
GENTLEMEN  :     In  obcdicnce  to  the  pro- 


Nnn\l)er  of  cards  in  use. 


G 


'E"  f  I  i;nt,aod  app^vod  Marcl,7t^.i.-c.,hjl";-. 
t  "l-ubiic  I^S?r  b.i  to  s„h,n,l  the  lol. 

,,  '^hc  Si/.™,  orlhicitjof  l!ock.or<l,rcy- 
l)y  tnc  till  ^.^--rto'gf  its  inljabttants,  and 
'  •^^'^"'•f  r  •  tK'mntaUon  and  establish 
l"''^'"fn  Jhe  Ci  y  ^  Rockford.  of  a  Library 
'''1'  vamm'  R^m,  tinder  the  provisions 
•"-'^^1  \  rivu*    ireseutedto    the    City 

^- "'"  nf  urVe^iuir^ients  of  the   people 
,v»c^'  "^„..„  '    .ironted  .the    provisions  o' 


1  KKAjt XKH'S  REPORT  Totel  ^j^  j^^,  ^^ 

\to  a.  Boanl  irr..U.  of  V.  '^^''M^T^^^^^^ 

PuliUc  r.ihraiij.,.  ei  carilaW"™!"^ '■'«'«'"- 

.    Or.CT,,EMF.N J  bave  the  honor  to  >^. 

terclibt,^4«-t  dty  of  June, 

rrajrtt\roc.e^L;.v  wj»^-- 

Te  t  oaaUTOr,  and  alao  the  am"""'  <"  J^^J 

eredi.  of  the  'Library  Kand    *thc    t,l,  ^^__^_^^   

,    ., ,  -^.r^have  been   privatc^»c>>ptio..L„Sro'f  book.,  and   the  average  da.l, 

br-^ib^^^l^lHT^i-rs^  ■    ■'^-      ^^ 

cl^  ^t^l^ecnj>£|in-ctwn  of  the  l.nnl         .       "M  ^^,^,  circulati'.n  for  4  months 
^^^'mm^^''^'-''    ^'"'-  Ue.li5^era,edaUyci.ulationtor  Ub- 
I^Sinffing  papering    pa^^^^^^^^^^ 
pet.,  stove.,  shelving  and  furn.tureo4».     U^ 

&or  Vent  ot  rooms  to  Apr  I  1  18-3.  ^^l,  .^.yf^  ^.  ..  _„         . 

»    Papers  and  maf^J.im  .  '^wlllfcfeataln-ues,  of  al>out   onc-Uurd 

.    Librarian's  salary    U>    April     ,,K3.,KrWW^^^^^  the    only  ones 

187«  „,.,  nS.Ooh.f^''  Jjhedtothepub^^ 

"'•'"^'    JmA'-*-  this  fa.t   the   circulatmn  of 
i;S  »^,>!K^>een  m.ch   greater  than  could 

^^ -nl  .  ^  V'^Ttf  pp'pparation,  and  will  be 
l8'5|n„TThe^public  li  an  early  day.  No 
11.72  g''*°  ,i.  "    Vd5ia<i  bcrmkopt  of  the  uum 

f '^^'7  vis^^te   library  and  reading 

$1,773.11  ^^Z;^    B^aSratifying  to  sUtc  thatl 
Si"'nuXrfWfrn.pie^^^^        reading 
1^^^.     uxing,    espcctally^  /hmng     the| 


re  tiaily  circulation  for  March 
'      ..  "  ''  Apnl, 


11 


May, 


r  •"  •>  1 
&•>.<»  I 

104.81 
103.8 
77.7 


'"="'  „o  i'v  .'  eep  "  .0  pro^  l^ioni  of, 
|-^'/r\>rit*on:i^''o'rd^nLe,'the 
!'^»^''J     %  .,._  foil-  aI  ft   gSmed 


a  ^aBbillstoMay  1  18... 

"  Fuel  to  .Tune   1  18(3, 

..  ivuuik  books  aad  bo<ik  rr  ■  -- 

•'  B<Mik  bindmg 

>.  I'o.tagcunai'.    (»  draw.-r 

:  ^^?ch«rgesands„ndric. 
lialanceca.hintreHSUiy 


fluted  th3  fbll.-^  ^n;^  r^SrS  The  amount  of   --  ^1;^.;%  l^r^^!" -i^dall^     Haring 

LaBoBrdot1n^tecsJ.^the^^^^^^^^^j     levie^l  by  the  a  J    ounc^^^^^        ^  JwU^,  o.^^'l;  ^^JTr   capanty  to  the  ut 
IMblir  Li\)Varyjjy|fa|ifl^V^^  ^.^^j, J     the  year  18 . .,  t«  $2. IH4.00I'' 

^^".^TlmnpC,  .lames^  C.  K"M>P.    ^IJ^.l^f^td  and  plac..l  in  the  Li- 
nh^^h.  WillmtP^  who  at  once  m^ui'/  ;     ^^^  ^^,^,j  ,,f  ^be  city  Trea. 
Lliarie.  >^         ,       thae  ectmn  ot    >•   >,     •'"*'■=' 
od   saidBoaidV>y^^u^,^^^     and      Kbasj     ury.  .^^^    ^^^    y^     c 


•>  02 


,-  •■>• 


..   presidwit,    and      Kbas| 

K'^°^"i:'i;^^Sl  V.     Upon   dra^^ tug  lots. 
^^''^'^1    I  fnHn  section  3.  of  the   organ^ 
iP^ff^tlt^^^^tivo  terms  fi>r  which  th.: 
r^  Tn^S^T  should    ^rve.     th^so   who; 

,b-ew  lor  int^  !    ^^   ^     ^|,K|,,    j,nd  >» 


l.;i>Ji> 


T^c 


,  $3,164.00 

Ti     ..  WNe  been  orders  dr.wTi  "T^"  «»^ 
fb^    .  imve  treasury,   ly  «" 

,br^y  r»>.'t  ^f  »n;^  '^^f  Tn...t«m  for  the 


"®^   Respectfully  ij'ibmiur.l 

'  W.  L.'Rpwi-ASD.  Librarian. 

State  of  ^^ '  '^^'  sa. 
^i;;:^<.i^orntnl.t.re^.e,3t1 
'Rc^f^  IHin-i*-  this  nth  day  of  ..uue. 
A.  n.  IS'-'  Wn.rsRi.  T.  Htue, 

^o'arv   Pubiif 
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ruiiMtiri  f'        t 
The  piincip***    c* 

X.C-THOMi^ce.  f    j    Hc"t-P»' 

\lii^»cT»>5  St  Jit.         \  wg  roo^ 

•J     r.T  '..V  :)»iU»  —7 


ToUl 


1  Gektixwen  Jf ^^  tke  h»*^ 
mit  the  foikrrM  report,  riwwMKtte 
hit!  An  oft^ffea-y  «f  ***^* 


i  J^  rf  pwe- •*»  ^^  ^'^ 
1     *ft'"?5  r  bcMJfrdn^ 


port     of  Ihe    Tr«*l'-«'*    •*    »»» 


the 


"Rock  feed 


,^  ^«Sblf  <rf  tJiei    'HK.  ^>a>ur«n«eirf*  from  A 


a  oft^T*«50-y  m   w«  wl-l..^-,     raxiBW  ■-■■ 
icUbajToa^firrt  Aj  of  Jen*      tr(mtli«<** 

r  tad  »l»  the  .^--uA  to  thej    y^^  tbe  ti»«,  ■»»  ""^  *  e 


ferbj 


A.D. 


aB4  «|»pr%f^  H^rf* 
ilieTrasieesof  the  ■•^^' 


T1»e 


lamxl.O«  for  ^]*2;^»  **^ 


1-'525'1 


tbe  Bo£^  - 


|vf4;  f"  fn\>TCkV. 
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Iviewftof  ti»e  n 
tlie   ge 
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Ifayor.  H- 


aisd  furai* 
-  rest  ol  JOOBB  TO  Apnl  1  18T3, 
Puien  aod  aig^dae*,  - 


fTul*i  ciic.  . ,-. 
.^fc^kilycatj: 


1 1- 


-  A|ai- 

-  Mat.  , 

m.^a^^  of  .bo*  °^<^J 
u^.  tare  b«i  ^   «rfT 
aiabed  to  the  pobtoc 
,f  ^»  fwA  &e  earcu 


t^tlieent:' 
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i.      ''^ 


'  ■■"-  to  Maj  1  IS*  J 
aae  1  1S^3* 

-■ts  of  U»  p«i>ie.,    *    Book  bi*^  , 
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;-fi';...,      J2;^aK..pi..  -^  "fJ;^■S^i^'o«'S'- 
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3I0RALS    QF  MINISTEll  MORGAN 

The  Xlook-Htealer  a«  an   Admirer 
of  lleuutiAil    Oix-ls. 


The    Union    of    Sweet    Sixteen  and 
Sanctity  at  Ludlow,  Ky. 

I -SLMLM'E  -  snSPEXSION     FOR     THREE      YEARS 

The  pictaresqno  village  or  Ludlow,  Kentucky. 
18  ringing  with  a  scandalous  storv  of  an  attemtH- 
er  debauchery  of  two  of  its  proiuinent  .laughters. 
Ihc  Kev.  Stephen  L.  Moriran-whose  unlucky  a^ 
tempt  to  provide  himself  with    a    library  at  the 
public  expense  first  attracted  attontion-fllls  the 
foreground   of    the    village    picture   of   la«clvi- 
|o„8nes8.    Soon    after    he     was     relieved    from 
the       probation       brought        about       by       his 
connection  with  the  Tublic   Library  he  answered 
thecal!  ol  the  Fi,st  liaptlnt  Church  of  i.udlow 
[and   early  in  January  he  was  duly  installed  pas! 
tor.    lie  made  his  home  with  Mr.  Stanley,  onCar- 
nea  street,  near  Elm.    An  only  daughtt-r  of  that 
«entlcman,  scarcely  Hoventeen  years  of  age,  for  a 
time  entertained  the    ecclesiastical  unfortunate- 
f>ut  scarce  a  week  passed  before  his  plausibility 
BO  grew  upon  the  people  that  the  house  was  the 
constant  objective  point  of  many  of  the  village 
young  ladle..    Ho  was  such  a  nice  young  man- 
80  dignillod.  and  eloquent!    And  he  has  been  per- 
secuted ('.) -in  itself  enough  to  engace  the  sym. 
patlnes    of    the    female    heart.      Comparati'eb 

unluckf   ''  "r'   ""^  *'"*  prospered,  but  an 

unlucky    remark  made  ia  the    family  circle  by 

a     young      lady      member     of     tho     Church 

lod       to        an       Investigation       that       cau.sed 

I  his  evacuation,  and  .criou.ly  redected  uj.on  the 

discretion  of  two  of  the  youthful  members  of  his 

pastorate.    Early  last  week  Mr.  Joseph    Green 

complaine.1  to  the   Church  authori.ies  that  the 

Keverend    Stephen    had    been    guilty  of    gro.s 

mmorality,   and    on    Friday  a  Church   CoLcil 

vas    convened    in    the    house    of    Mr.    Thomas 

Harwood,       where       Stephen       had       recently 

located    himself.      Care    was    taken    that    none 

but  the  most  trustworthy  should   bo  admired  to 

l,nrnH",'r"*"'"*"''   '"''  ""^*  ""K"-ioty  Which  the 
scandal  has  obtained,  induced  Mr.   Charles  liar 
I  wood,  a  brother  of  the  gentlemnn  in  whose  house 
Morgan  stayed  during  the  last  days  of  his  charire. 
to   succinctly  trace  the  authentic  historv  of  the 
ca..e  for  the  benefltof  the  writer.  The you'ng lady, 
.n  whose  behalf  Mr.  Green  began  proceedings,  i. 
mssEdfth   Degollyer.   of  this  city.    Shoi.ul.^ut 
eighteen  years  of    age.    and  of   good  family  and 
character.       Briefly      her     story     is     that     on 
about  Monday,  Juno  2.  she  went  to  see  Paste 
Morgan  at  Mr.  Sherwood's  house  to  arrange  JZl 
details  of  a  festival    that  was  soon  to  be  held    or 
t,io  benefit  of  the  chnr.  h.    The  digniflM   Moriran 
wn,  in  the  front  yard,  and  gaeeting  her,  he  pT- 
Posed    to    Show  her    a    contribution    ;hicirhe 
•  ntended      for    tho      Art    Gallery.        Tliev    en 
tcred      the    house    together,    when,      as    Edith 
allege.   Morgan  threw  her  upon  the  sofa,  but  she 
escaped    before    ho    could    attempt     an;     broad 
fanuhanty.     She  hurried  from  tho  house,  and  M.e 
view  of  the   art    treasure    was    lost  to  her.    Her 
brother-in^law,  Georgo  H.    Degollyer.  learned  ol 
the  occurrence  that  evening,  and  in  a  subsequent 
conversa, on  with  Mr.  Green    It   was    decidid  to 
have        tho       matter      investigated      bv      the 
church.    Corroborative    evi.leuce    of    the"   lapse 
l.u     Morgarv-s       moral.       was      not       wanting.^ 
I  hi        '"*l''''  ''*y  *'  •*>•■  Stanley's  he  had  porile.l 
his   reputation,   and   the  innate  modesty  of  Miss 
I  Milhe  alone  saved  him  from  the  punishment  mer- 
ited by  h.B  beastliness.    She  was  reluctant  to  tear 
away  from  this   contemptible  hypocrite  tho  veil 

'Im.elf.  bu  succumbing  to  the  entreaties 
I  "^  f'-i^^''^.  «he  consented  to  appear  before  the 
Couirci  .  Morgan  had  not  been  a.  bold  with  he  ' 
I  He  iu\  not  attempt  to  throw  her  upon  the  sofa 
but  contented  himself  with  an  CKposuro  o  Ub 
person.  Mis,  Neely  testified  that  this  had  ol 
currcd  four  times,  and  that  finally  she  called  tl.o 
a  ention  of  her  mother  to  it.  This  latter  s  a tt 
nient  is  denied  by  Mrs.  Stanley 

Itiallvthf"  ''"°''''"'  Morgan 'this  was  substan- 
tially the  case  presented  to  the  Council,  and  on 
Tuesday  ol  tho  present  week  the  Comm  ttee  to 
which  the  matter  W...S  referred  reported  that  the 
charges  ol  immorality  against  the  Revi^! 
end  J,tephen  L.  Morgan  were  not  proven 
Stephen  L.  did  not  consider  the  atmosDher.; 
Of  Ludlow  salubrious,  but  the  decision "f  tl 
Council  seemed  to  call  upon  him  to  remain.  I5ut 
he  was  mistaken, 'twas  necessary  to  shield  (he 
church,  and  tho  private  opinion  of  the  Council 
was  that  he  should  rest,  for  a  time. 

One    of     tho    reverend     member    acnuaintod 
.Stephen    with  this  real  feeling,  saying  tl"  if  h 
intended     to     continue     in     the     ministry    in 
Ithia       country.      he      should,       at     least,     ab- 

fo.  at  least  three  years.    Stephen  L.  prepared  his 
wardiobeand    resigned  his   reshlonco    and    n„ 
toral  charge  in  Ludlow,  and  at  the  present  time 
he  is  in  tins  city  making  hurried  preparations  to 
depart  the  country  for  Wales.    He  was  last  seen 

n  tho  village  on  Tuesday  last,  and  it  is  thoughf 
I  hy  many  of    tho    people  that  ho  will    leave  the 
.    untry  as  soon  as  he  can  procure  the  funds 

The  developments  of  tho    Church    Council  ar 
not  generally  known  in  the  Tillage,  and  gossip  is 
us  unrestrained  a.  if  no  si.ch    serious   invcstiga- 

lon  had  occurred.    The  writer,  while  in   the  vil 
lage  last  night,  heard  several  contradictory  rer 
sionsofthecase,  and,    for  some   unaccountable 
reason,  the  men  are  friendly  to  tho  unluckv  Mor! 
K.m.  Some  of  the  ladies  may  be,  but  there  are  cer- 
tainly exceptions  existing  in  the  persons  of  two  of 
the  prettiest  and  most  aftablo  young  ladios  in  the 
vUl.iife.      They  assured   the  writer  that  Ludlow 
aboiinrte.1   in   pretty  girls,  and  tho  attentions  of 
the  departed  Morgan  had  not  been  paid  to  any  of 
their  number.    They  were  disgusted   «-ith  him 
and    tlioughr    him   deservina:     of     punishment: 
The    fair    reasoners    are    ii  dubitably     correct 
and      It      Is      a       pleasure      to       think      tha; 


A  Terseeuted  I'arsun. 
The  Eaiilists  of  Ludlow,  Kentucky,  are 
not  animated  by  any  such  spirit  of  Chris- 
tian forgiveness  and  brotherly  love  as  ani-, 
mates  the  hearts  of  the  good  Baptists  of| 
Clieviot.      The     people     of    Cheviot    are 
seized   and    possessed    of  a  charity    that 
suilereth  long  and    is   kind.    The    people 
of     Ludlow    have     it     not.      When     the 
Kev.  Stephen  Morgan,  called  of  God  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  found  It  necessary,  be- 
fore he  could  impart  the  Word,  to  become 
Wniself  imbued  with   the  doctrine,  and  to 
that  end  stole  several  cubic  feet  of  theology 
n-cm  the   Public  Library,  in  the   name  of 
the  Lord  and  for  the   good  of  His  chosen 
people,  a«d   repented  of  the  same   imme- 
diately on  the  arrival  of  the  officer  who 
discovered  the  booljs  in  his  possession,  the 
good  people   of  the  Cheviot  flock   forgave 
their   shepherd,   as    was    their   Christian 
duty.    But  the  methods  of  Brother  Morgan 
in  the  conduct  of  his  heavenly   mission  are 
again  at  variance  with  tho  commonly  re- 
ceivea  uotions  of  the  proprieties   of  ihuj 


Christian   ministry, and  this  (iiue   in  Lud- 
low,   KentuckyJilJlt  may,be  t]^"f^r  some 
wise,  inscrutable  purpose  th#ia.ofd  oftiall 
I  things  has  applied  some  mlSlilou8$ro- 
coss  of  petrifaction   to   the  Mftn    ol   the 
Ludlowites  as  he  did  to  that'#I'haraoh  of 
old.     Certain   it   is    that    their  hearts  are 
hardened.     It  only  appears  that   Brother 
Morgan       has      been     trying     to      win' 
««nie        (,f        the         ewe        lambs         ofl 
hiH       Hock     unto        salvation       by      the 
most  seductive  and  efficient  methods  and 
the    pitiless,  undiscriminating  people     of 
Ludlow,  even  after  a  visit  and  advio(>  from 
the  Bev.  Dr.  Jekfkhv   and   the   Kev.  Mr. 
Collins,   who    are    Christians    of   sound 
sense,  have  suspended  him  from  {he  privi- 
b'go   of  administering   the  *Word    for  tho 
weary  space  of  three  years.  Brother  Mor- 
fJANis  now  wandering  up  and  down  the 
•ace  01  the  earth  without  a  flock  and  with- 
out the  possibility   of   getting    one.    His 
longing  eye  is  falling  upon  many  a  pasture 
on      which      he      might     so     beneficently 
extend    the     pastoral    crook,     but     may 
""t-      Ho     Is     sighing:      Uow    great     is 
the      harvest     and     how     few     are    the 
laborers!     The  people  who  have   the   good! 
of  the  cause  at  heart  will  demand  an  ex- 
planation of  the  people  of  Ludlow.    That 
I  <'xceHent  and  eloquent  Baptist,  the   Hon 
Ben-taminEgglksion,   who  appeared  as 
I  counsel  for  Brother  Morgan  when  some 
wicked  men,  with  notions  of  mcum  et  tuum 
I  sticking  to  them  so  persistentlv   that  the 
mysteries    of  godliness  and  ol   the    ccn- 
'Iiict      of      Christ's       ministry     couldn't 
penetrate      them,       ^ere         persecuting 
him    in     the     Police     Court,     will     de- 
■"ancl     it.      He     stood     ready    to    back 
IJrother  Morgan  for  half  a  million,  and  he 
will  not  stand  idly  and  silent  by  and  8(m. 
the  young  man  wronged  In  this  his  hour  of 
need.   That  would  not  consist  with  Brother 
Kgglkston'8  well-known  Christian  char- 
acter.   For  what  has   the  young    pardon 
•lone?    While    other   preachers    of   rigl  i- 
-)usness   have  been  frightening  away  the 
sinners  by  harpii?g  upon  the  terrors  of  the 
law,  Brother  3IoR(;an  has  been  caressing, 
them  into  the  Kingdom.    While  some  have! 
been  painting  the  wrath  of  the  Most  Ui-h 
he  has  pointed  out  a  flowery  way  to  Thei 
luiven   of  eternal  rest,  and    has    poured 
I  soothing  and    endearing  words    into    the! 
ears  of  those  timid  ones  to  whom  reliirion 
had  been  a  thing  of  terror.    There  hasn't 
been  a  minister  In  LudJow  for  years,  we 
are  advised,  who  made  religion  as  attract-! 
ive  to  the  ladies  as  has  Brother  Morgan. 
lie   has    had   a  great  revival  over  there  I 
1  he  means   have  been  blessed.    And  now 
tin-  uncharitable  and  unchristian  people 
of  the   little  city  of  Ludlow  ostracize  the  I 
man  whom  the  Lord  has  blessed,  and  send 
him  back    to   bis  native    Wales  to  carve  in 
marble  as  relentless  as  they  the  story  of  the 
|virtuo  of  those  who  have  crossed  the  river' 
We  rejoice  to    know  that   Dr.  Jkffkry 
'i'-es  not  approve  of  this  too  successful  at- 
Itempt  to  drive  Brother  Morgan  out  of  the 
sacred  ministry,  where  he  has  been  so  use- 
ful, into  his  original  trade  of  cutting   mir 
bin.in  which  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
|distingub,hed  himself. 
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(imtlrmen  of  thr  (Jovimon  Council: 

Wlulher  woslmli  have  aVre..  I'Mblle  l.il.rnrv 
ill  S,(i<iii  Is  a  (Hiesii(ui  which  cuiiiiot  tail  to  Im-  of 
greiil  iiilerr^f  lo  all. 

We  liH\e  hud  lielore  us   (lie    niewuirial   ol '«oni< 
of  oiM- cltixeiiN  utkiug  for  the  eiiMblMitnt'iil   nt 
HUch  all  iiistilutiiiii,   and  wc    have    inid    it   public 
liKurinu  at   which   iniiiiy    more  exprexoed  tlieia> 
seivcH  IIS  liivorably  (li«p(><ted  to  «ue|i  a  project. 

As  this  is  u  niiiiiir,  as  It  Ncenis  to  me,  of  r.on< 
sidcrable  iiiiporlaiiei'  uiid  jo  imw  |i»-  the  llrit  tlmn 
agiliitt'd  at  tiilx  IxKiid,  iiinl  us  ||ier<<  are  matiy 
poiiilN  to  whieli  I  wish  to  cull  your  iiltcnllon 
wbieli  rni;;lil  otlierwiKc  be  lorifotteii.  you  will 
panlnii  nie  inr  di-parting  Mtuiewluil  Irotu  uiir  ii«ii- 
III  t'ourse  iiiid  prcHenliiig  the  Hiilijeet  in  tlii«  rath- 
er formal  inaiiiier.  assuring  you  iJiul  I  {iro|ioM  to 
do  NO  at  no  unuecenHary  length.  I 

A  iniiiority  of  the  coiuiiitllee  ttpiKiJiiled  lo  con- 
niiler  the  subject  of  the  ostalilixhnK  nl  <»f  a  fret* 
public  libniry,  itfler  giving  tlie  inutier  much 
ihoughf  and  weighing  caredilly  not  only  the  i»d- 
vaiitagts  to  be  dirived  from  mich  an  iiKllliitioii, 
liiit  aho  tlic  object ioiiM  iiiited  and  vvhicii  might  b<- 
raiHcd  agaiiitt  it;  lieiiig  aUo  niiiidl'iil  tliat  the  city 
Ih  not  ill  a  poxilioii  to  eiiler  ujioii  any  project,  in- 
volving in  itny  event  a  con-<ideriible  oulbiv  of 
nionev  from  llie  treasury,  uiilest  It  ii|i|M'iir  ileiir- 
ly  tlia't  the  bencilis  to  iiwrue  will  Iw  fully  com-' 
n'jeiiHurute  wiili  the  expenditure,  have  yet  | 
deemed  It  to  be  tlieir  duty  to  pri'«^nt  to  you  tho 
following  |»ropo»ilioii  whij'h  would  M'vm  In  otlVr 
to  the  city,  if  iiceepteii.  rare  iiiduceiiieiitK  for  tli" 
fouiidatioii  of  Hiieli  a  library  at  an  exp.'ti<.«'  <|uiic 
inconsiderable  ill  coiup.'irixoii  with  the  iidvaiita- 
gi'M  which  inuNt  re»iilt  tlierefrom. 

They,  llieieCoie.  mice  upon  your  favorable  oon-  ' 
NiderMtion  liie  following  order. 

OrUeml.  That  tlie  Joint  Hpeciftl  Committee 
OH  the  NUbjecl  ol  establishing  a  I'uhlle  LUirary  \m 
aulliorUedlo  make  the  following  |»roposill.»M  to  the 

Hulein  Athenji'Uiii.  K<«scx  Institute  and  PeatwHly 
Academy  of  Science  In  referene^'  to  tli«  free  u»<' 
of  their  several  collection*  of  lM.ok«.  wheneter 
the  tsuin  of  Iwenlv  «l(ou«and  d"ll»r«  «httll  b« 
guur«nt»-Pd  by  .^ub-  ihe  clilzeni  st 

large.     That  if  sn.  I'''"*"    '"   '"• 

hands  of  a  board  of  Uiirleeii  irn 
[lowed  as   herealTer  mentioned; 
n«uiu.  their   IuikI.   building   ai. 
E»sex  Institute  and  l'eabo*ly  A 
lections  of  Ijook*.  Ill'-  same  lo   li 


free  to  the  citizciif  «»f  Hulmn  under  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  said 


o|»'ii,   at  onec 
the 
lioard  of  trustceit,  tli*o 


the  city 
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youn^la<Uci,.    Jle   w«.s  such  a  niJo  jounn- 'ui'l^  ■ 
«o  cl.gnillcu.  an,l  eloquent !    And  he  hu,  been     r  1 

Tut^'r;; """  --'«»' '-n«a.o  t,.eV;i 

path.es  of  the  lemale  heart.  Con.paratively 
^Penknir,  he  lived  lon^:  and  pro.peml.  but  an 
.."lucky  remark  n^ade  in  the  fanfi.y  ..cle  Jv 
young  lajy  n^ember  of  the  Church 
od  U.  an  invc^tlgalion  that  caused 
..»  evacuation,  and  seriously  reflected  upon  a.e 

1Z"T  V""  ^'  '^*  ^«"''""'  '"«'"'^«'-  of  h,! 
paBtorato.  Early  last  week  Mr.  Joseph  Green 
co,npIa.ned  to  the  Church  authorities  that  the 
Reverend  Stephen  had  been  Kuilty  of  ^ro  s 
.n^morality.  and  on  Fr.day  a  Chnrc'h  Cou 
was    convened    In    the    houBe    of    Mr.    Thomas 

u:ZTt^:t-\J^^'^^  ^^^  recently 
hntthl  "'"ff"-  <^»'^"  was  taken  that  none 
but  the  most  trustworthy  should  bo  admiftcdtoi 
the  nvest.gation,  but  the  notoriety  which  the 
scandal  has  obtaine,!,  Induced  Mr.  (-hrrJ.VlIar 
wood,  a  brother  of  the  gentleman  in  whose  hou.c 
Morgan  stayed  during  the  la.t  days  of  his  charge' 
to  Bucc.nctly  trace  the  authentic  history  of  t.'e 
case  for  the  benefit  of  the  writer.  The  young  lady 

wZZlTn'^'lr  '^"^"^  '^^"^  proLdi-ngtf; 

Mhs  Edith  Degollyer.  of  (his  city.    She  is  about 
eghteen  years  of   age.    and  of   good  family  a,  h 

l^brurMo"  H    ""T'      ""     '*° '      -     "'^       " 
about  Monday,  June  2.  she  went  to  see  Pastor 

Morgan  at  Mr.  Sherwood's  house  to  arrange  some 

<ouuls  of  a  festival   that  was  soon  to  be  Sold Tr 

tho  benefit  Of  the  church.    The  dignified  Morgan 

.o»ed    to    show  her    a    contribution    ;hich  he 

ttred      the    house    together,    when,     as    Edith 
a.iegeg  Slorgan  threw  her  upon  the  sofa,  but  she 
o...aped   before   ho   could    attempt"   a^;       road 
fanwharity.    She  hurried  from  the  house!  and  the 
v.ewof  he  art    treasure    was    lost  to  her.    Her 
brother-in-law,  George  If.   Degollyer,  learned  of  1 
be  occurrence  that  evening,  and  in  a  subse<Iuen 
onversa. on  with  Mr.  Green    It   was    deciuidto' 
f>-.vo        the       matter      investigated     by      the 
church.    Corroborative    evi.lence    of    the    lapse 
■u     MorgatKs      moral.      was      not      wanting 

During  his  stay  at  M.  .Stanley's  he  harper  "ed  I 
h^^      eputation.   and  the  innate  modesty  of  Mis 
M.  11  e  alone  saved  him  from  the  punishment  mer- 
.ted  by  hiB  beastliness.    She  was  reluctant  to  tear 
away  from  thi,  contemptibk    i^ypocrite  the  vei 

hmfolf  r;  ""''''  ^'""  ''"  ""'^  enveloped  I 
hhnsolf,  but  succumbing  to  the  entreaties 
of  friends,  she  consented  to  app.-ar  before  the 
^u,H:il.  Morgan  had  not  been  I!  bold  w  hi  " 
He  «.d  not  attempt  to  throw  her  upon  the  Jl 
but  contented  himsCi-  with  an  o.posu  o  of  lis 
person.     M.s,   Neely    teHtifie.l  that  this  had  o" 

attention  of  her  mother  to  it.    This  latter  stal 
n.cnt  is  denied  by  Mrs.  Stanley  '*' 

tiallytho  caae  presented  to  the  Coun.-il,  and  on 
IZIZ:''):  P-»-*--k   the  a.mmitt  e  to 

cl.'l"^"         ''''"''  "'"'"''^  reported  that  the 
charges     ol    immorality     against     the     Kever 

end  Stephen  L.  Morgan  wore  not  pVov^^  , 
Stephen  L.  did  not  consider  the  atmospheTe 
Of  Lu,  lov,  salubrious,  but  the  decision  of  the 
Council  seemed  to  call  upon  him  to  remain.  iJut  I 
he  was  mistaken,  'twas  necessary  to  shield  the 
cburch,  and  the  private  opinion  of  the  CouncU 
was  that  he  should  rest,  for  a  time. 

One    of    tho   reverend     members    ac<,.,aintod 
Stephen    with  this  real  feeling,  saying  tLuc  it  he 
ntended     to     continue     in     the     ministry    in 
tns       country.      he      sho.dd,      at     leas^     ab 

rorrtiea:";. ''"  ^""'^  °'  "^^  p^'>?««^i- 

ior  at  least  throe  years.  Stephen  L.  prepared  his 
wardrobe  and  resiKued  hi.  reHidonce  and  pa 
toral  charge  in  Ludlow,  and  at  tho  pre.en  thne 
he  ,8  in  this  city  making  hurried  preparations  "o 
depart  the  country  for  Wales.  He  was  last  seen 
n  the  v.llage  on  Tuenduy  last,  and  ic  is  thouRbt 
by  many  of  tho  people  that  ho  will  leave  the 
country  as  soon  as  he  can  procure  the  funds 

Tho  developments  of  tho    Church    Council  are 
not  generally  known  in  the  village,  and  gossip  is 
as  unrestroinod  as  if  no  such    serious  Invctiea 
tion  hm,  occurred.    The  writer,  while  in   the  vil- 
lage last  night,  heard  several  contradictory   ver 
sions  of  tho  case,  and,    for  some   unaccountable 
reason,  the  men  are  friendly  to  tho  unlucky  Mor- 
gan. Some  of  the  ladies  may  be,  but  there  are  cer 
tainly  exceptions  exlstinjrln  tho  persons  of  two  of 
the  prettiest  and  most  aflablo  yonnjf  la.llos  in  the 
village.      They  atsnrotl   the  writer  that  Ludlow 
abounded  in   pretty  girl^.  and  the  attentions  of 
tho  departed  Morgan  had  not  been  paia  to  any  of 
their  number.    Ihey  were  disgusted  with  him, 
and   thought   him   dcscrvlnH:     of     punishment 
The    fair    reasonera    are    indubitably    correct 
and     it      is     a      pleasure      to       think      that 
Morgan  was  not   on    their  vialting  list.    At    tho 
grocery   store,  where    tho    wiseacrt-s    gather   to 
gossip,  whittle  and  spit,  a  goo<lly  crowd  was  m- 
scmblod  at  a  rather  Jato  hour  last  night.  The  cud  of 
scandal  was  being  thoroughly  enjoyed,  hut  on  i 
the  approach  of  a  stranger  they  spat  with  in- ' 
creased    energy,    but    spoke    not     a     syllable. 
A       promising       young       man,      who        was  i 
pointed       out       as       a     fair      subject,     con- 
sented to  withdraw  from  the  rlrclc,  and  after 
being  assured  that  his  name  would  not  in  any 
way  be  connected  with  the  information  he  Kavo, 
he  hesitatingly  rorited  some  of  the  existing  ru- 
mors,   rersoually  ho  did  not  believe  Morjfan  to 
bo  guilty,  and  he  eutertained  the  highest  opinion 
of     the     young     la,! ion.     Ho    had     not    hear*! 
of     the   trne     manner    in    which     the   conduct 
of     Morgan     was    made     pnblie,    and     though 
ho  did  not  bellovo    it,    it  was  said  that  the  Jea- 
lonsy  of  one  of  the  girls  caused  her  to  complain 
of  the  other.    Outsiders  said  that  the  nature  of 
complaint  wa^,  that  one  afternoon  the  complain- 
ant  called  at  the  house  of  her    friend,  whom  she 
di»coverud     in    the     arm«   of    Morgan    on   the 
stalrcate.        gbe       fled        in      affright,      and  i 
before  nightfall  her  family  and  friends  were  ac- 1 
•juainted  with  tho  iTandaloui  proceedings,    Tho  ( 
young  man  aflded  that  this  story  was  generally 
discredited,  and  that  tho   shrewdest  soeculation 
of  the  gossips  failed  to  discover  the  true  circum 
•tances. 

Since  the  exposure  tho  girls  have  not  bocn 
secluded,  probably  and  justly  thinking  that  the 
shame  was  not  theirs;  an!  that  in  exposing  th« 
vilcness  of  tho  lustful  Stephen  they  only  did 
the  dnty  of  Christian  women.  The  Church 
restival,  which  was  Juterrnpted  by  this 
nnexpected  incident,wiU  occur  presanllv.  .ind 
last  ught  Mi»H  Ot^tiollver  Iook»-d  with  InVereal 
imon  tho  aiienipt^of  a  party  who  will  p^riotiHte 
Mrs.  Jolly's  Wax-works  Uurjug   thftt  eutorUin. 


'••■-s"f  petrilurtiun    to    t,h.;   ulLfCs    ol 
l-'idlowites  as  he  did  to  that  "^I'liara, 


>l    thu 

^'haraoh  of] 

•i^.     <:ertaiu   it   is    that   thoir  beart«  ar.: 
liardencd.    It  only  appears  that  Brother 
-■^i'>iiO-4N       has      been     trying     to      Avin^ 
;*'""e       of       the        ewe        iambs        of| 
J"«       flock     unto       salvation      by      the 
most  seductive  and  efficient  methods,  aud 
the    Pttiiees,  undiscriminatinK  pteoplo     of 
l.udlow,  even  after  a  visit  aud  advice  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Jekfkky  and  'the  Rev.  Mr. 
fOLLiN.s,   who    are    Christians    of   sound 
bonse,  have  suspended  him  from  «he  privi- 
lej,'o  of  admiuisterlug  tbo'word    for  the 
weary  space  of  three  years.  IJrother  Muk- 
GAN  18  now  wandering  up  and  do*«ru  the 
«ace  of  the  earth  without  a  flock  and  with- 
out the   possibility   of   getting   one.    His 
longing  eye  is  falling  upon  many  a  pasture 
ion     Which     he     might     so     beneficently 
extend    the     pastoral    crook,     but     may 
not,      Jio     is     eighiug:      How    great     is 
the      harvest     and     how     few     are    the 
laborers!    The  people  who  have   tlie   good 
I  of  the  cause  at  heart  will  demand  an  ex- 
planatiouof  the  people  of  Ludlow.    That 
oxcellent  and  eloquent  Baptist,  the  Hon, 
nKNMAMrxKGGLESTON,  wlio  appeared  as 
Icounsolfor  Brother  3IonoAN   when  some 
wicked  men,  with  notions  of  meum  et  tuum 
"ticking  to  them  so  persistentlv  that  the 
mysteries    of  godliness  and  o'i  the    con- 
duct      of       Christ's       ministry     couldn't 
I  penetrate      them,       wore        persecuting 
'.nn    in     tho     Police     Court,     will     de- 
"'und     it.      He     stood     ready    to    back 
i>rother  .Morgan  for  half  a  million,  and  he 
will  not  stand  idly  and  silent  by  and  see 
the  young  man  wronged  In  this  his  hour  of 
need.   That  would  not  consist  with  Brother 
Kggi.eston's  well-known  Christian  char- 
acter.    For  what  has   the  young   par«on 
done?     While    other    preachers    of   right- 
eousness have  been  frightening  away  the 
sinners  by  harping  upon  the  terrors  of  the 
law,  Brother  MoR(iAN  has  been  caressing! 
them  into  the  Kingdom,    While  some  hav*. 
been  painting  the  wrath  of  the  Most  Ili-l,  ' 
Jie  has  pointed  out  a  flowery  way  to  Uh- 
haven   of  eternal  rest,  and    has    poured 
I  soothing  and    endearing  words    into    the] 
ears  of  those  timid  ones  to  whom  relijrionl 
l.ad  been  a  thing  of  terror.    There  hasn't 
been  a  minister  in  Ludlow  for  years,  wel 
are  advised,  who  made  religion  as  attract- 
ive  to  the  Indies  as  has  Brother  Morgan. 
Ho   has    had   a  great  revival  over  there  I 
'he  means   have  been  blessed.    And  rtpw 
the  uncjharitable  and  unchristian  people 
ol   tho   little  city  of  Ludlow  ostracize  the 
man  whom  the  Lord  has  blessed,  and  send 
I'unback   to   his  native   Wales  to^ carve  in 

marble  as  relentless  as  they  the  story  jf  the 
I  virtue  of  those  who  have  crossed  the  river! 
We  rejoice  to    know  that  Dr.  Jkfkekv 
Idoes  not  approve  of  this  too  successful  at- 
Jtempt  to  drive  Brother  Morgan  out  of  the 
sacred  ministry,  where  he  has  been  so  use- 
ful, into  his  original  trade  of  cutting   mar 
bio, in  which  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
'distinguished  himself. 
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THE   rUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


SPEECH    OF 


CHAS.  S.  OSGOOD,  ESQ., 

ON    THE    QUESTION    OF    E.STA  .iLISIIING    A 

FREE    PUBLIC    LIBIlAliY. 


DELIVERED  IN  SALEM  COMMON  COONCIL  JULY  14,  1873. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council: 

Whether  we  shall  liiivo  a  Free  Public  Library 
in  Srtb'Ui  is  :i  questiou  vvl)ich  canwot  fail  to  be  of 
great  intercs^t  to  ull. 

We  have  had  before  ii«  the  memorial  of  some 
of  our  citJzeiiH  U!<kin^  for  the  oslablisbinent  of 
HUeh  an  institution,  and  we  have  liad  a  public 
hearinu  at  whicli  many  more  expressed  tliem- 
HelveH  as  favorably  disjmsed  to  such  a  jiroject. 

As  this  is  a  ii  alter,  as  it  seems  to  nie,  of  con- 
siderable iniporiaiw^e  and  is  now  for  the  first  tinitj 
H<iitatfd  at  llii^  Ixtard,  and  as  there  are  many 
jtuints  to  which  I  wish  to  vail  your  attention 
which  mij;hl  otherwise  be  forsotten,  you  will 
l)ardon  me  for  departing  somewhat  from  our  usu- 
al eours?  and  prosenliu}:  the  subject  in  this  rath- 
er formal  manner,  assuring  you  that  I  propose  to 
do  so  at  no  unnecessary  length.  i 

A  minority  of  the  commiiwc  apix)inted  to  t»n-  ; 
sider  the  subject   of  the  establishment  of  a   free; 
public   library,  after  pcivinf?  the     matter    much 
thought  and  wei^hin?  carefully  not  only   the   ad- 
vantaf(cs  to  be  derived  from  such   an    institution, 
but  also  the  objections  raised  md  wbicli  might  be 
rused  against  it;  being  also  mindful  tliat  the  city 
in  not  ill  a  position  to  enter  ui»on  any   project,  in-  i 
volvinsr  in  any  event  a  considerable  outlay  of 
money  from  the  treasury,  unless  it  appear  clear-  , 
ly  that  the  benefits  to  accrue   will   be   fully  com- i 
liiensurute     with    the    exj»enditure,    have     yet  | 
deemed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  present  to  you   the  i 
following  proiwsilion  which  would  seem  to  offer 
to  the  city,  if  accepted,  rare  inducementii  for  the 
foundation  of  such  a  library  at  an  expense  «|Uite 
inconsiderable  in  comparison  with  the  advanta- 
ges which  must  result  therefrom. 

They,  therefore,  urge  upon  yuur  favorable  con- 
sideration the  following  order. 

Ordered,  T!)at  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  Public  Library  be 
authorised  to  make  the  following  proposition  to  the 
Salem  Athenajum,  Essex  Institute  and  Pealnxly 
Academy  of  Science  in  reference  to  the  free  use 
of  their  several  collections  of  books,  whenever 
the  sum    of  twenty  thousand    dollars    shall   be 

fuaranteed  bv  subscription  among  the  citizens  at 
arge.  That' i'"  said  societies  will  place  in  the 
hands  of  a  boa -d  of  thirteen  trustees,  to  be  com- 
posed as  hereafter  mentioned;  the  .Salem  Athe- 
useum,  their  land,  building  and  library  and  the 
Essex  Institute  and  Peabody  Academy,  their  col- 
lections of  books,  the  same  to  be  open,  at  once, 
free  to  the  citizens  of  Salem  under  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  said    board  of  trustees,  then 


the  city  will  engage  to  providp  for  the  c«re  and 
custody  of  said  books,  and  the  proper  charge  of 
said  building,  heating,  lighting  and  adapting  It  to 
the  u-<esof  a  public  library,  and  furth<r  thitt  the 
ciiy  w!ii  purchase  the  lot  on  Brown  stvcel  m  the 
rear  of  the  lot  of  <he  Salem  Athena'um.  provided 
thT  same  can  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  sum, 
and  engage  to  cause  t«  be  erected  thereon  a  lire- 
proof  building,  suitable  for  containing  a  memo- 
rial hall  and  mioh  valuable  Ijooks  from  the  lil)rH- 
ry  as  need  to  l)e  kept  in  a  place  of  safety,  within 
a  period  of  five  years,  at  an  expenne  uot  exceed- 
ing forty  thousand  dollars,  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  being  contributed  by  the  cltv 
and  the  remainder  being  L'uaranteed  by  the  c.m- 
zen«  as  Ix-forc  stated,  as  a  condition  precedent 
to  making  this  proposition.  The  l>oard  of  trus- 
tees, heretofore  mentioned,  t/*be  eomp<»Hed  of  the 
3Iavor  and  President  of  the  Common  Touncll  ez 
oMcio,  one  Alderman  and  one  CouiKilman  to  «6 
chosen  each  vear  bv  the  city  council,  and  three 
citizens  at  large  to  l>e  chosen  by  the  city  council, 
one  each  yea-,  to  serve  for  »  U>rm  of  three  years. 
The  Salem  AthenaMim,  Essex  Institute  and  lea- 
body  Academy  of  Science  to  be  each  allowed  to 
choose  two  members  of  the  board. 

I^'t  us  consider  first  whether  the  establuhment 
of  a  tree  library  here  would  meet  a  popular  want, 
and  contribute   to   the  inUllectual   advancement 
I  of  all  classes  of  nur  community? 

Large  nnd  choice   collections   of  l>ooks   are    al- 
I  ways  productive  of  much  good  to  the  community 
in  which  they  are  located,  and  their  usefulness  ii 
;  increased  in  prop<jrtion  as  they  are  made  accessi- 
'  ble  to  all  classes  of  societv.    Libraries  free   o  the 
I  public,  and  sustained  in  part,  if  not   In  whole,   at 
1  the  public  cost,  have  come  to  l>€  a  part  of  the  gen- 
I  eral  system    of  education  in    Majisa«husetts    and 
I  elsewhere.    Years   ago    only    a    privileged    few 
'  vyere  able  to    avail    themselves    of  the    stores  of 
knowledge  to  be   found    in  the    pt.nted    volume, 
partly  from    the    great    exi)ense    »t?eoding    the 
printing  of  the  l>ook«,  and    partly  from    a  leeling 
that  such  knowledge  was  not  fitted  for  or   useful 
to  the  laborimr  classes,  but  a  %viser  and  better  sen- 
timent has  gradually  prevailed,  till  now  the    aim 
of  all  who  have  the  good  of  (Kimmunllies  at  heart 
Is    to    induce     among  all    classes   a     desire  for 
so  educating  themselves  by  the  |icru»al  and  study 
of  go(xl  and  useful  books  that  tlu-y  maybeconie 
Ijelter  citizens,  and,  as  a  result  of  incr«Mea»p«e- 
ities.  happier  men  and  women. 

Especially  In  a  country  like  oars,  where  Uie 
safety  and  stability  of  the  government  rests  apon 
the  education  of  the  masses,  we  should  afford  all 
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the  aid  in  our  power  towards  helping  'inJ  encour- 
airing  those  umoiiK  us  who  may  l>e  (lisp(jMHl  to 
luakc  an  effort  either  at  solC  education  or  at  a 
couliiuiatioa  of  readins  and  study  alter  Uw  >!ea- 
Hon  when  tliey  are  compeUed  by  necessity  to  (luit 
the  school  room  for  the  workshop. 

The  extremely  low  price  at  whicli  books  are 
now  issued  from  the  press,  while  it  has  Hooded 
us  with  volumes  which  had  better  never  have 
been  written,  haseualiledthe  historian  to  imiseiit 
us  with  the  record  of  his  investigations  anions'  tlie 
annals  of  the  past  to  assist  us  in  tho  conduct  o\ 
the  future;  has  placed  within  our  re^ich  the  re- 
sults of  a  lif(!time  of  study  and  reflection  by 
thinkers  in  all  departnunits  of  science  and  phil- 
osophy; has  made  it  possible  for  bio-raphers  to 
recount  for  us  the  manner  of  lite  ol  thosi-  who 
hav(!  made  themselves  a  name  amons^  Hi'-'ir  lei- 
lows;  and  has  encouraged  the  adventurous  wan- | 
derer  to  tell  us  the  story  of  his  trave  s,  und'Tta-  | 
ken  sometimes  at  ^' re  at  peril,  In  the  dillereul 
uuarters  of  the  ijlobc.  .  I 

The  literature  of  to-day  eontams  a  cotntdete  i 
recoid  of  the  progress  of  thought  in  all  directions  > 
from  the  abstruse  volume  of  the  s()ci:il  and 
nhilosophical  theorist  to  the  simple  recital  ot  the  i 
inarch  of  imiirovement  in  the  ordinary  and  every  i 
day  pursuits  of  life.  .      .      .        ■ 

A  public  library  properly  maintained  and  con-  i 
tainine  l)Ooks  carefullv  and  inteUi«enlly  selected, 
seems  to  confer  a  general   benelit  and  supi.ly   a 
popular  need  more  than  any  other  ot  our  institu-  i 
tions,  saving  the   imblic  schools,  among  wliuli.  j 
however,  it  may,  perhaps,  be   pro|)erly  cussed; 
and  who  is  there  among  us,  from   the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  that  would  not   gladly   avail   thein- 
selves  of  the  privileges  it  would   otter. '      1  he 
scholar  should  find  there  those  books  which   wii 
enable  him  to  nursue  his  studies  in   any   special  ; 
branch  of  learning,  the  artisan  those   wliicti   vvili 
aid  him  in  his  daily  work,  and  the  gen.ral  reiidir 
those  which  will  interest  and  attract  him,  while 
they  supply  useful   information,  and   streii'jihen 
his  mind  by  calling  it  into  action.  ,      ,  ,  , 

The  lighter  literature  of  the  day  should  be 
moderatelv  supplied,  but  a  library  would  be  no 
credit  to  any  city  were  it  made  up  entindy,  or  m 
great  part,  of  such  books,  to  the  ex«-,lur*ion  <>  tlie 
more  substantial  and  solid.  Of  course  a  large 
proportion  of  the  persons  using  a  public  lilnary 
would  call  for  l>ooks  to  be  read  for  reen-ation 
rather  than  stuilv.  but  if  good  books  of  this  e  a-s 
be  furiii.M...J,  it  IS  better  that  those  be  read  than 
none  at  all,  and  if  a  taste  be  formed  for  reading, 
it  would  naturally  leatl  to  the  call  for  books  of  a 
higher  ortler.  ..,  ,    ,,  , 

One  great  feature  of  a  public  library  Is  the  read- 
ing room,  open  to  all  alike,  where,  those  whosir 
occui)ations   preclude    them   from  devoting   any 


in  this  State  are  i)rovided  with  them,  and  wher- 
ever they  haye  bet^n  established,  they  have  stead- 
ily grown  in  public  favor.  , 

ritatistios  exhibit  a  consfmt  increase  m  the 
number  of  public  libraries  and  of  th.^ /o  unies  oa 
their  shelves.  In  iHm  there  were  but  oU  huU  li- 
braries in  this  state  with  345,588  volumes  while 
in  l«7-2  we  find  .Si^  libraries  with  5()4,4.'J  volumes, 
and  in  many  instances  the  dUferent  pla«x's  where 
these  libraries  are  located  contained  as  numer- 
ous and  a^  good  private  libraries  as  we  have  to- 
day in  Salem.  Not  only  in  ihis  eountiy  but  m 
difierent  parts  of  Europe  su(!h  institutions  hnvo 
long  been  established  and  in  their  large  manulac 
turingciities  and  towns  the  good  results  are  plam- 

^For'maiiy  jears  the  tendency  of  legislation,  in- 
dicating somewhat  the  growth  of  i''^!;";"'  "'''": 
ion,  has  been  to  encourage  «»'>rf;,,f  "^'  X.ne  t 
formation  of  such  institutions.  The  1>  i[H'i"  J 
of  England  long  ago  inissed  acts  to  enab  e  citi  -s 
and  towns  to  form  public  libraries,  and  at  the 
!  v"ry  last  session  of  our  own  legislature  authority 
was  given  for  muniripal  corporations  to  appro 
piiate.  money  to  an  unlimited  extent  lor  establish- 


niirtof  the  day  to  visiting  the  room««,  may  hud  in  | 

the  evening  a  coinino.lious,  well-liglifMl.  ch<'erlul  i 

and  attractive  ai»artnient.  provided   with   ail  tie 

current  literature  of  thedav,as  well  as  the  works 

relating  to  all  <lepartineiits  of  science   and   th(^ 

arts,  and  where  they  may  pleasantly  pass  an  hour 

or  pursue   the    investigation   ot    any   subject  on 

which    their   business    or   inclination   may   lead 

them  to  seek   for    information.     A    place   where 

the  humblest  and  poorest  should  be  ma.le  to    tee! 

themselves  welcome  and  to  reiili/.e  that   they  are 

present  as  joint  pioprii'tors  with  the  rest  ot   the 

community,  and  not  by  the  sullViance  ot  any()ne. 

This  want  is  not  met  in  any  manner  by  a  pri\»t« 

'  Thii'ublic  library  is  in  no  sense  an  ex|)eri- 
ment.    Most  of  the  cities  and   principal   towns 


iug  and  carrying  on  such  libraries.  t_,,„toes 

7\n  examination  of  the  reiiorts  of  the  trustees 
of  the  dirterent  pubru-  libraries  shows  ;n  «ver  i  i- 
creasing  number  of  persons  availing  themselves 
of  their  privileges,  and  we  find  the  trustees  ex- 
pressing in  the  ino«^t  em4.hatic  manner  their  sense 
of  the  importance  of  such  public  ,«'^"'';-  .'*^",":;;' !^ 
report  says  "the  utility  of  a  good  public  libi.uy 
is  a  fact  established  b..yond  all  controversy.  Jso 
lity  ortowncan  with  credit  be  whhou  such  .in 
institution;"  and  another  in  reterring  to  the  ne- 
cesViir-  for  making  such  colle.-tions  easy  of  access 
saS'Hhere  is  a  small  portion  of  the  community 
who  will  have  mental  aliment  under  the  most 
WHO  will  II      ,.,.,„„„«   inittlu'   larL'est    num- 

Ulliavuiaoii:  t,iiv.i4.iJ.i'..—  ■  , ■        Ii.Tiuxli- 

ber  are  only  to  be  won   by  removing  all  impedi- 
ments to  their  ea^v  attainment  of  it. 
i      'Phe  Presi.lentof  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
:  Boston  Public  Library  bears  witness  to  the  fact 
1  that  the  class  whose  burdens  it  is  our  duty,  as   ic 
should  be  our  pleasure,   to   lighten,   are    reat^h  d 
!  uTmade  happier  by  the  privileges  a^;j>';J;;^  t'^^ 
in  this  way:  and  he  says:  "One  of  «'  «   " '^t.    " 
portaiit  and  -ratifying  resuts  yet  j'tta      d     rom 
th.'  formation  of  our  libraries  is  to  be  seen   n  the 
act  that  year  by  year  it  is  found  tbat  the  ciiTula^^ 
1  tiou  extends  more  uiid  more  among  the  poorer 
'  rlass.l'H    w  o     have     the   fewest    comforts    and 
'  pleasures  within  their  reach.    Thus  seed  is  sown 
t  lat  grows  and  bears  fruit  where  the  sun  but  sel- 
dom  shines  arid  the  che«riiig  breezes  ol  heavea 

'TmVfin'^ly 'riiave  the  testimony  of  all  frienda 
of  p  ular  cHhication  in  favor  of  the  public  libra- 
ry ai.l  among  thei.i  those  whose  ov»no'A.  on 
7x1 -h  subjects  are  entitle.l  to  and  rec.'ive  th(  great- 
es  respect  and  most  careful  attention.  One_  of 
Massachusetts'  mos.  ^^ninent  statesni.m  md  schol- 
iirs  (lion.  Edw,   Everett)  has    publcly   spoken 

h'se     words     in   relation  to   su.-h     institutions. 
"Hitherto,  he  says,  the  system  ^nniblic  education, 
;  excellent  as  it  is  an<l  wisely  ^"»M'orte<  by  a  prince- 
ly expenditure,  does  but  coinmince  the   work  o 
,  i^truction  and  cany   it  to  a  certain   point     well 
advanced  imlced   but  f»r   short  of  tj'j /';;;;•     " 

prepares  our    voung    men    for    college,  for  ino 

i  eou  Ain-'  room, "for  the  office  of  the  engineer,    he 

i  stSol- the  uriist,  the  shop  of  the  «rtisan    the 

,  laboratory  ot  the  chemist,  or  whatever  fifl^"/'/*;^ 

ovment  lie  may  be  destined  to  enter     >u     the  e 

t  lt>av.s  him  without  further  provision  for  the 
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cultureof  the  mind.    It  disciplines  the  faculties 

and  forms  a  tastn  for  tho  acquisition  of  l\now ledge 
oil  tlie  part  of  our  yoiuig  nu;u  and  wonit  n   i)ut  it 
provides  no  means  lor  tlieir  exercise   and  K''"'itifi- 
cation.    It  gives  tliem  tlie  elementary   education 
requisite  for  tlie  future  callings,  but  witliliolds  all 
facilities  of  access  to  tliose  boundless  stores  of  re- 
corded knowledge  in  every  department  by  which 
alone  tliat  elementary  education  can  be  completed 
and  made  ctlectual  for  the  active  duties  of  life.    A 
tirst  class  public  library  is  the  completion  of  the 
great  system  of  i)ublic  education.    Its  object  is  to 
give  to  the  entire  population,   not  merely  to  the 
curious  student,  l)ut  to  the  inquisitive  member  of 
either  of  the  professions,  to  the   intelligent  mer- 
chant, mechanic,  machinist,  engineer,  artist  or 
artisan,  in  short  to  all  of  every  age  and   of  either 
sex,  who  deslrt!  to  investigate  any  subje(;t,   either 
of  utility  or  taste,  those  advantages   whieh   with- 
out such  an  ample  public  colleetion  must  necessa- 
rily be  monopolisv'J  by    the   proprietors  of  large 
jirivate  libraries,  or  iiose  who  i)y  courtesy    have 
the  use  of  them;  nay,  to  put  within  the   reach   of 
the  entire  community  advantages  of  this  kind  far 
bcivond  those  which  can  be  afl'orded  by  the  largeiit 
and  best  provided  private  libraries." 

Hut  perhaps  I  am  presuming  too  much  by  sup- 
posing tliat  any  argument  is  needed  to  (-onvince 
you  that  a  gn^at,  lasting  ami  ever  increasing  ben- 
efit is  conferred  on  any  cummunity  by  the  estab- 
lishment therein  of  a  free  i)ublic  library,  and  we 
will  consider  for  a  few  moments  the  next  ques- 
tion. 

Are  the  collections  of  books  of  the  societies 
named  in  the  order  of  su<!h  u  character  as  to 
make  it  desirable  for  the  city  to  endeavor  to  se- 
cure tliem  as  the  nucleus  of  a  free  library? 

While  the  libraries  referred  to  contain  many 
books  of  a  popular  character  it  is  concedtnl  on  all 
hands  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  would  not 
be  likely  to  find  a  p!ae*>  in  a  library  intended 
merely  to  contain  books  for  circulation,  but  it  is 
ecpially  tru(!  that  they  do  contain  just  the  sort  of 
books  to  form  the  basis  an<l  ground  work  of  su<h 
a  library  as  the  city  council  shouhl  aim  to  estab- 
lish if  they  would  have  an  institution  worthy  of 
the  literarv  and  sciiMititle  nqmtation  of  the  city  ; 
and  anything  other  than  that  should  not  be 
thought  of  at  all. 

There  seems  to  have  arisen  In  the  minds  of 
some,  an  idea  that  these  societies,  tired  of  the 
burden  they  were  called  u[ion  to  support,  wr-re 
enileavoring  to  shift  it  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
city,  and  while  relieving  themselves  insure  tho 
continuation  of  their  institutions  at  anotlier's  ex- 
pense, antl  that  their  libraries  were  mainly  made 
up  of  obsolete  books  of  no  value  except  to  the 
curious  anticjuariun.  This  prejudice.  I  am  «ure, 
is  an  unfounded  one,  and  one  which  a  personal 
examination  of  the  libraries  would  remove. 

We  have  the  statem(!nts  of  persons  competent 
to  judge  correctly,  who  have  examined  and  are 
conversant  with  these  libraries,  that  they  are 
rich  In  books  of  a  rare  and  valuable  character, 
the  accumuhitions  of  many  years,  some  of  which 
could  not  be  replaced  at  any  cost,  all  of  great 
value  for  reference,  and  whose  possession  would 
give  a  chara<-ter  and  dignity  to  any  library ;  and 
that  very  few,  a  smaller  proportion  than  in  most 
libraries,  can  be  classeil  as  useless  incumbrances. 
The  value  ol  a  library  cannot  bo  wholly  judged 
bv  the  number  of  books  it  circulates.  The  circu- 
lation of  books  is  but  one  of  the  uses  of  a  lil>ra- 
ry  the  possession  of  books  of  reference,  often  ot 
a  very  costly  character,  is  another  and  perhaps  a 
more  important  province.    The  British  Museum, 


Astor  Library,  and  many  other  of  the   largrer  li- 
braries, allow  none  of  their  books  to  circulate. 

We  know  further  that  the  Atnena-um  and  In- 
stitute Sind  no  ditliculty,  tinancial  or  otherwise, 
in  supi)orting  their  several  institutions  in  the 
manner  they  have  been  supported  for  a  long  se- 
ries of  years,  and  that  if  the  members  of  those 
societies  should  vote  to  accede  to  any  such  ;)ro- 
posal  as  we  a<lvance,  it  would  be  from  a  desire 
to  enlarge  their  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  would 
be  done  at  some  sacrifice  of  the  benelits  they  now 
enjoy. 

Of  course  the  city  council  would  make  no 
agreement  without  tirst  carefully  weighing  the 
matter,  and  if  this  be  done  can  there  be  any  dan- 
ger that  they  wouhl  assutne  any  unnecessary  or 
uncalled  for  burden,  even  if  it  were  intended,  as 
I  am  conlideiit  It  is  not,  to  try  and  fasten  such 
burden  U|)oii  them,  and  we  can  safely  say  that  so 
far  as  the  libraries  are  concerned  the  city  would 
be  most  fortunate  if  it  were  able  to  secure  them 
in  the  manner  proposed. 

Vnother  ot>jection  that  has  been  urged  that 
thi  plan  involv(!s  loo  many  different  interests, 
and  woulti  be  too  intricate  in  the  details  of  its 
management,  does  not  seem  to  Im;  a  valid  one. 

A  large  proportion  of  all  publie  libraries  have 
acc<'|)ted  bequests  ol  books  and  money  on  difler- 
ent  and  varied  conditions— some  that  the  bookn 
shall  n<jt  circulate,  but  be  Kept  for  referemie— 
others  that  the  funds  bequeathed  shall  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  a  particular  class  ol  books,  and 
the  conditions  are  alnni>*t  as  varied  as  the  number 
ot  the  gifts,  ami  no  dilHculty  whatever  is  found 
to  result  In  ciirrying  out  the  terms  imposed  by 
the  donors.     Within    the   past   week   there    has 


•en  opened  and  tiedicated  at  Boston  Higlilands  a 
•ancli  of  the  Public  Library,  in  a  building  owned 
and  reiuMitly  erected  by  the  Ke Howes  Athepipum, 
ami  under  an  agreement  with  the  trustees  of  that 
society  somewhat  similar  to  that  proposed  In  the 
ordcT  subiiiiiied. 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  last 
and  most  imiu)rtant  question,  the  answer  to 
which  in  the  minds  of  memiicrs  will  probably 
decide  the  fate  of  our  proposition. 

Is  the  city  in  a  condition  linancially  U>  engage 
In  such  an  enteriirisey  and.  if  so,  are  the  terms  set 
forth  in  the  older  before  usol  such  a  character 
that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  offer 
them  at  this  time}' 

If  an  individual  were  to  make  a  bequest  to  the 
city  (»f  a  hundred   and  twenty   th(»usand  dollars, 
on  condition  that  the  city  assume  the  cost  of  sup- 
porting a  public  liiuary  and    furni>h  an  atldition- 
al  sum  of  twenlv  thousand  dollars    toward*   the 
erection  of  a  building,   should   we  not  at  once  ac- 
cept the  offer,  and  be  blamed  by  all  il  we  did  not? 
and  the  proposal  we  are  considering  is  even  more 
favorable  to  the  city  than   that  would  be.    By  iU 
terms,  if  they  could  be   carried   out,   we   shoul 
have,  readv  built,   a  handsome   and   couiniodiou 
edifice,  we'll  aduptrd  to  the  uses  of  a  library,  am 
containing  acollecti(m  of  forty  thou«<and  Vuiumes, 
which,  building  and   books,  all   agree   would   l>e 
cheap  at  a  hundred   thousand   dollars,  and   could 
not  be  replaced   for  anything   like  that  sum,   and 
we  should  I.  ivc  the   amount  of  twenty   thousand 
dollars  contributetl  by  subscription. 

While  considering  this  point  let  me  call  your  at- 
tention to  another  subject,  which  while  it  in  not 
ui'cessarilv  connected  with  the  Immediate  matter 
we  have  been  discussing,  has  yet  a  great  bearing 
on  the  question  of  whether  It  be  the  true  jiolicy 
of  the  city,  in  a  tinancial  point  of  view  to, 
at  once,  engage  in  this  enterprise. 
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Salem  stands  almost  alone  amonj?  the  cities  of 
the  commonweiilth  in  thelitck  of  u  publu;  library, 
and  is  equally  beliind  them  in  providin;^  atnsfi- 
monial  to  those  of  her  sons  who  perisluvl  on  the 
battlefields  of  the  late  civil  war,  and  while  in  the 
first  instance  her  remissness  does  not  arise  from 
any  want  of  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of  pop- 
ular education,  so  in  the  latter  case  it  is  not  be- 
cause those  tiiat  went  from  amonjf  us  to  light  the 
battles  of  the  country  are  forjrotten.  or  that  the 
recollection  of  their  brave  deeds  by  land  and  sea 
has  ceased  to  be  cherished  as  among  the  most 
precious  memories  in  her  history. 

At  various  times  the  subject  of  a  soldiers'  me- 
morial has  been  publicly  discussed,  and  has  be- 
fore claimed  the  attention  of  the  city  council. 
Four  years  aa;o  a  committee  of  the  council  re- 
ported an  order  appropriating  the  sum  o'  twenty- 
eight  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a  mon- 
ument, which  order  passed  to  a  second  reading  at 
this  board,  and  accompanied  their  report  with 
designs  therefor,  but  although  the  eouncil  were 
agreed  that  some  testimonial  should  be  provided, 
the  m.ajority  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  shou'd 
assume  some  more  unique  and  unusual  form,  and 
the  committee  finally,  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1869,  after  the  matter  had  been  recommitted  to 
them,  reported  that,  "  owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  season  they  recommend  the  reference  of  the 
whole  subject  to  a  future  city  government,  with 
the  suggestion  that  if  their  action  should  take 
shape  In  a  memorial  hall  where  utility  may  l.'O 
combined  with  beauty,  it  would  more  nearlv 
meet  the  views  of  the  committee  and  of  th(!  citi- 
zens generally." 

The  matter  was  again  agitated  when  two  years 
ago  it  was  pro])osed  to  make  additions  to  the  city 
hall,  and  the  press  of  the  city  .spoke  strongly  In 
favor  of  a  memorial  hall,  urging  that  if  possible 
such  a  hall  should  be  Included  in  the  proposini 
aiters.tions  of  the  city  hall,  nnd  one  of  our  pa|)ers 
said  editorially,  "There  certainly  can  be  no  more 
suitable  or  more  satisfactory  form  of  testimonial 
than  a  memorial  hall.  At  least  so7Hethi)u/  should 
lM5  done  in  Salem  to  celebrate  the  saeriticen  of  her 
young  men  in  the  great  war  of  freedom.  Tiie 
matter  has  been  quite  long  enough  delayed. — 
While  other  cities  have  erected  their  monuments, 
their  tablets  and  their  halls,  we  have  been  wait- 
ing a  suitable  device  and  a  i)roper  occasion." 

Surely  there  Is  no  one  at  this  board  who  would 
not  i)romi>tly  agree  that  Salem  should,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  provide  in  sotno  form,  an  exttression  of 
her  gratitude  to  the  brave  men  who  went  from 
our  midst  to  the  support  of  the  nation  in  her  time 
of  peril,  and  by  whose  sacrifices  hiivr  [)r(served 
for  us  the  unity  of  the  country  and  the  ]ierpetui- 
ty  of  her  free  Institutions;  and  in  no  more  fitting 
manner  can  this  be  done  than  by  tlia  erection  of 
a  n)emorial  hall. 

Such  a  hall  would  best  onablo  us,  by  inscrip- 
tions and  portraitures,  in  nuirble  and  on  canvas. 
and  by  the  collection  there  of  everythin;^  which 
would  tend  to  set  forth  for  what  great  object  our 
war  of  the  rebellion  was  waged,  to  Impress  upon 
the  minds  of  those  who  come  after  us  the  lessons 
which  we  of  to-day  learntid  at  so  fearful  a  cost. 

If  a  memorial  hall  Is  the  most  suitable  form 
of  testimonial  for  us  to  adoj)!  then  there  Is  noth- 
ing Inappropriate  In  its  beltiR  connected  with  a 
l>ubllc  library,  and  by  the  plan  pro))osetl  we 
should  providt  a  suitable  memorial  hall  with  but 
a  c(  mparatlvely  small  expenditure  from  the 
treasury,  and  whose  locjitlon,  if  the  city  should 
have  control  of  the  present  library  "building, 
would  be  most  adnurablc 


The  memorialists  who  recently  urged  upon 
our  attention  the  subject  of  a  puldie  library  smr- 
gested  that  u  sum  be  raised  by  subscription  to  nld 
the  project,  and  in  no  better  way  can  we  ascertain 
the  feelings  and  desires  of  our  citizens  than  by 
applying  to  them  for  pecuniary  aid.  Certainly 
our  plan  (tan  need  no  stronger  endorsement  than 
the  fact  that  tlios(!  upon  wiioni  whatever  burden 
for  its  support,  in  tl)e  shape  of  taxation.  wouM 
naturally  fall,  are  willing  to  wish  It  (iod-spccd  in 
so  substantial  anil  satisfactory  a  manner,  as  by 
providing  a  gift  of  so  large  a  sum. 

If  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  first 
guaranteed,  and  we  make  no  proposition  until  it 
is,  can  we  have  any  doubt  that  those  we  are  here 
to  represent  desire  tlie  establishment  of  >uc!i  an 
Institution,  and  should  we  hesitate  about  making 
the  proposal?  How  many  of  the  p''>j''f's  which 
are  (intertained  at  this  board  would  stand  the 
test  of  such  an  appcial? 

The  annual  exi)enso  of  supporting  a  public 
llbrary  nmst  always  depend  uj)on  the  Ideas  of 
those  who  have  ihe  control  of  its  expenditures. 
There  is  hardly  a  limit  to  the  amount  which 
might,  each  year,  be  spent  for  such  an  object, 
and  tills  cxi)ense  eannol  be  predicated  with  any 
certainty  on  the  number  of  books  <-oiiii)rised  in 
the  llbrarv,  Lowell  with  l(i,(XK)  volumes  spends 
•^i-im.  while  New  Bedford  wltli  21,000  volumcH 
spends  but  82r»00. 

It  would  seem  that  with  an  annual  expenditure 
of  about  five  thousand  dollars  we  might  credita- 
bly support  such  a  library  here  and  when  we 
consider  the  sums  we  spend  for  other  purpos«'s 
this  amount  does  not  seem  to  be  a  large  one  If  it 
accomplish  in  any  i!<gree  what  we  hope  and  ex- 
pect from  its  formation. 

It  is  a  fact  In  the  history  of  all  public  libraries 
that  when  once  started,  they  grow  rapidly  by  gifts 
and  bequests,  and  ours  would  probably  be  no  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.  Tlif^re  Is  no  other  institution 
wnicli  iittriicts  contributions  from  so  many  and 
sucli  varied  soiintcs,  for  its  obje<"ts  are  so  universal 
that  It  is  open  to  no  objection,  secliu'ian,  i)oliti<'al 
or  otherwise.  Whati^ver  we  might  get  In  this 
manner  would  In  so  much  reduce  the  expenses  uf 
our  library. 

Whether  su(;h  a  proposal  as  is  contained  in   the 
order  would  Ix^  acceptable  to  the  societies  named, 
I  have  no  means  of  judging,    probably    it  might 
not  be  without  some  modifications,  and  these   be- 
fore the  city  could  be  bound  In  any  manner  must 
be  submitted  to  the  city  council.     The  subject  has 
however  been  brought  to  their  attention  and  each 
society  has  shown  its  willingness  to  consider   the 
!  matter  by  appoiiiliiig  a  committee  of  conference, 
i  and  it  seems  i)i-o|)cr  that  lie'  cily    council,    being 
I  the  party    to    be    benelilted    b.v    the    transatlion 
should  make  some  definite  pro|)osltion  and   by  so 
doing  ascertain  exactly  what  Is  in  their  power  to 
do. 

Of  this  we  may  be  sure,  that  Salem  will  not  re- 
main always  behind  in  either  the  matter  of  a  li- 
brary or  ot"  a  soldiers'  memorial,  and  liow  can  wc; 
ever'cxpect  to  ol>tain  them  both  on  more  favora- 
ble terms  than  those  set  forth  in  the  order.  1)V 
whose  i)rovisions.  if  they  can  be  made  efieetual, 
we  shall  have  a  public  library  ami  a  memorial 
hall  at  an  cxjiense  less  than  that  which  the  coun- 
cil of  four  years  ago  thought  requisite  for  a  me- 
morial alone;  or  in  other  words  by  i>rovidlng  a 
memorial  we  act  a  public  library  at  no  cost  to  tlie 
city  except  for  its  maintenance. 

Is  it  the  i)art  of  true  economy  to  neglect  such 
an  opportunity? 

Can  we  atford  to  let  slip  a  chance  of  obtaining 
bO  much  for  no  small  au  expenditure? 
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FOUNDIA'G  A  LIBRARY, 

iFrom  the  Cbicago  Tribune,  July  25,] 
At  the  last  mfietlue;  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
our  free  library,  tho   policy   which   they  purpose 
adoptint;  in  resard  to  the  purchase  of  books  was 
distinctly  outlined.    It  is^not  tueir  intention  to 
buy  in  driblets,  but  to  waitTintil  they   can  protlta- 
bly  expend  $10,000  or  $20,000.    Between   now  and 
then  their  acquisitiouB  will  be  limited  to  donations 
and  to  the  becurinir  of  such  bargains  as  may  come 
in  their  way.    The    very   day  of  this  mcetius  the 
i-ecrotary  annouuced  the  arrival  of  the  last  EnRlish 
books  which  are  to  be  loolied  for,  with   the  excep- 
tion of  the   valuable   but   stupid  patent  roixirts, 
which  have  to  bo  bound  before  shi|iment.    This  Is. 
tii»,.cfore,the  best  time,  before  the   shelves  are 
crowded  with  the  purchases  which    t>'eboaidin- 
tends  to  make,  to  see  what  constitutes  the  micltus 
of  the  free  library  of  Chicago,  which,  with  but  very 
few  exceptions,  has  been  the  feift  of  our  Lu^>,li->h  or 
American  friends. ..  .There    are   now    about    ;(.00 
bound  volumes  upon    the    shelves,  about  hall  ot 
winch  were  the  direct  jjilt  of  Knglish  authors,  pub- 
lishers. coUcKcs,  societies  and  the  sovernmei.t,  or 
were  nuichased  under  the  direction  ol    the  buard, 
with  the  fund  raised  at  the  instance  ot   the  Uou. 
Thomas  Hughes. 

The  tmecii  contributes   a  copr  of  "The  Early 
Years  of  the  Prince-Consort,"  with  the  fuUowlnjc 
on  the  Title-page:  "ITesented  to  the  new  tree  l.i- 
brary  of  Chicago  by  Victoria  Reg.    Balmoral,  Nov. 
13    1S71  "    Tho  foreign  office  sends  a  lonuiduble 
collection  of  English  state  papers  from  1HV2  to  18«0, 
ai;d  also  a  full  set  of  the  ollicial  Bulletin,  chroni- 
clinc  the  movemeiits  and  doings  of  the  court.  The 
master  of  the  rolls  sent  the  calendar  of  English  state 
papers  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  down 
to  and  including  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth.    While  a 
ereat  portiou  ot  the  contents  is  devoid  of  interest  to 
us   vet  there  is  much  in  those  volumes  relatmg  to 
theearlv  history  of  the  North  American  colonics 
which    "is   worthy   of     examinaUon.      The   same 
otticpr   also    sencls   the   valuable   edition  ol    the 
early  Latin  and   rtaxon  and  Celtic  chroniclers  of 
England  and  Ireland.    'The  Secretary  of  «tate  for 
India   in   council"   sends   a    superbly-illustrated 
work  upon  ancient  buildings,  etc.,  in  Kashmoer, 
and  another  containing  illustrations  and   phot  >- 
irrauhs  of  the  diflerent  races  ami  tribes  in  India. 
One  of  the  most  valuable  of  these  English  dona- 
tiors  is  the  one  made  by  the  University  of  Oxfora. 
The   b<Jok9  themselves  are  valuable,  and  are  so 
richlv  and  substantially  bound  as  to  attract  the 
imnied'ate  attention  of  all  who  enter  the  library. 
Tliev  embrace  the  best  publications  of  the  univor- 
sity  and  Clarendon  presses,  and  include  the  works 
of    Bishops   .lewell,   Hall,    Butler,   Burnett    and 
Berkeley;  llne^ditions  of  Euiii)ido.s,  Aristophanes 
and    l)i'mosth<nc8;    the   four-volume    edition    of 
>Vi(klitte'8  Bible,  and  the  large  reprint  ot  the  one 
of  ICll:  Evelyn's  Memoirs  and  his  Silva;  the  Uvea 
and  annals  of  .Sti-ype,  the  writings  of  the  ".fuui- 
rious  Hooker,"  the  foui-voluine  catalotrue  of  the 
Bodleian  library,  etc.    Cambridge  contributes  the 
works  of  Barrow  and  other  eminent  divines. 

Among  the  living  authors  who  attach  thoir  au- 
toc-raohs  to  copies  of  their  works,  are  blr  Charles 
Lvell  Ucbert  Ferguson,  J.  MacGregor,  whose 
canoe,  Bob  Boy,  L.-;?,  flo.itc.l  upon  so  many  Knio- 
pean  streams /sir  Koundell  V/*'*"'?' ♦M"ur.*;,k''of 
cellor  of  England,  and  compiler  ot  the  Book  of 
Praise;  John  Bright,  Hir  ctailcs  Di  ke,  repub- 
lican and  author  of  Great  Britain ;  W.  < 'iff""-'  /  a;^' 
graveV  the  Oriental  traveller;  Alfred  K.Wallace 
the  naturalist;  Charlotte  Yonge.  author  ot  the 
Heir  of  Kcdclytte ;  W.  Stanly  .Jevons.thu  political 
eromnust;  John  Stuart  Mill;  Henry  Mau-lsley,  the 
phTsi'^ian;'the  Rev.  Julian  t;.,  Youn-,  son  ot  tho 
acior  Charles  Meyno  Young;   David  Massoii,  the 

KrapJerot  Milton:  A.  "•  L'^y^  ' '"^^«'''v?.ro' 
of  Nineveh;  Charles  kingsley    Aubn^  Da   Veie^ 

W.M.Rossetti.  Chiistlna  G.  ^j,"- 8e"''.f,"*''/-  j'.- 
Falgravo,  the  four  poets;    St.  George  M>vart'  a^i" 
thor  of  tile  (ienesis  of  Species ;  Arthur  1.  Stanley, 
Dean  of  Westminster;  K.  A,  I'^-^c^^i •  ""'^,^?r,^"""f 
mer-  W.  E.  Forster,  Octavius  Morran,  edltui    ot 
BcntUm's  Works;  Herbert  spencer  TVunl^^^^^^^^ 
W  Thor'iton,  W.  A.  Freeman,  and  Samuel  smies, 
GlkJstone,  Disraeli,  Carlyle.and  ^'rofessor  Huxley. 
Acopyc'f  the  illustrated  edition  ot   Keats  says. 
-Presented  to  the  new  library  of  Chicago  l>y  ll'^h" 
ard  Monckt<m  Millies,  Baron   Houghton,  witl    ex- 
pres^ons  of  the  deencst  natural  .«y'^l?^'»J>y  f^'i,!"  \: 
vate  regard."  Tom  Tay'"i"s  flowing  t.ignatu  o  is  u 
eadi  vown  e  of  a  full  set  of  Punch,  whi  c  Bf^rnard 
C  acroftuives  the  Builder's  Magazin.^  Ihe  present 
Duke  of  Wellington  sends  tvventy-three  v.3luinos  oj 
the  "Dcsnatches  of  the  Iron  Duke."  "Ihe  a^»thoi  s 
mster"-EadyTrevelyan-is  written  in   a   copy   of 
Macaulays   wvrks.      "Thomas   J.    Bowl-s,  better 
known  ns  John  Junior,"    gives   the    thrce-vo  ume 
Vanity  Fair  Album,  full  of  I'iJ'f-co'f  at"'-f.«  "^  J^^^; 
gllsh  statesmen.    The   datichtors    f    -T- »•  ;; 'V"-" 
kmtribute  their  father's  Memmrs  ot  the  Ho  se  of 
Russell.    J.  Lc  Caiipdaln  sends  »   ^-yC-V'^'i  "'^  ,.„ 
pure  Mathematics,  "With  best  wishes  toi    the   tu- 

Uire      prosperity      of     the     city.      ..JH^^^.^^H 

several    donors     who      are     not    .^'sth'f"'^    ,"^ 

as    authors.       Thus     Lord     Allred      Chiichills 

name    appears    in    a     large     ""^'^9,^  ,  "Li/ if 

French  Uoks.    including   Bcarron's   Irayc^    ^  '  f 

Viveil.  The  Causes  Celebrcs,  er<;.    l*  •  •' •  *  "'^"l^*"' 

the   alitiquanan,  gives  a  copy  of  \^^^ ^^l^l^'^'^,' 

and  many  other  rare  volumes.     H.  Eee  warnor, 

^Ssnlnt  Vaster  at  Hugby  cinUributes  l^rederick 

Temnle's  Sermons    n   Rugbv  School.    The    nrary 

ta"  aU   received    from    its    K"K'i*h  I""i''r,';"« 

Friends,    the    Engineering  flat^f  "^^i^^^.^^'^.     ?;" 

(irauhlc.  the  Art  Journal,  Saturday  Kcvl-iw,  1  ublic 

Pinion   and  Athenaiim.'and the  Parker  .  Jbrarv  of 

aV.i^Vo  (atholio  Theology  of  over  no  voluaies,  while 

^1  ?ng  le  erenco  books^are  The  Encyclopa-dia  Bn- 

?nnnlca  The  Book  of  Days    ^i^^l^s  My  hological 

and    Bible    l>ictionaiie9,  given    bv  John  Muiray, 

I'res  ami  Braml's  cvclopanlias.    Between  I  vo  and 

six  hun  lied  Germ:\n  books  were  seeurod    K"«Sh 

!hc  ettbrts  of  Messrs.  Kielholtz  and  .fulius  Dyhr.m- 

fiirth,     and     have     been     neatly    bound    at  the 

expense     of     tho      library.        Many     o 

are     standard     works,     and       some     ot 

n[e   very    rubbishy.      The    Hon.   Thomas 

uave   a   rail   set     of     the     Gentleman's 

7iiie.     and      Robert       Hervey,      among 

^mier  books,  a  twenty-one-volume  edition  ol  the 

lb    isrPoets.    A  co,ty  of  Byron  the  Preseut    ot 

T'tmos  Grant  Wilson,   has  pasted    in  It  a   di.att 

firwn  l^  the  iioet  Fiii-Greene  Hallcck.    The  Hon. 

ohuB  Rice  is  the  donor  of  the  Colonial  Records 

of  Ma"  aclmsetts.  Tho  average  "^  «  'l:.'^"*'^  T^»»'S 
have  been  sent  here  is  not  very  high.  Some  of 
hem  like  the  I'emisvlvania  Arcfiives,  the  Colonial 
If  cords  of  Rhode  Island  and  <"«»""««  Jicut  the 
Ir.bune  Almanac,  History  f  "\«  "^["'f^li^^' "s 
vintion  etc.,  are  valuable  or  raie,  hut  there  is 
rueh  trash  of  the  public  document  order  riie 
"oiYeot";,  of  la>v9  and  other  books  relatu^e  to  m^ 
,H.is  is  exceedingly  defective  The  |  "^'^^o' ^'^^j^j^ 
tors  have  nurchased  a  set  of  the  laucnnitz 
echUon       of        British        Classies^^     743        y.^ 

limes,      the      Congressional      '''"^^^J.-.^'^Lopr" 
1191-    ol   congress,  the    American    State   » ap^rs, 
TiPhnon's  Cvclopa-dia,  and  some  aiKases.    With 
tMuuls  ntVhcir'  disposal  this  is  a"  that  they  'la^ 
been  able  to   .lo,    an5   they   have  P^":<L^4^«7,/,f^ 
above  cither  because  theywere  n»'CCf  a  ry.   or  be- 
muse they  were  able  to    g«r  tbe' "    at   ^  .''f;-;'^  ^^ 
>Vhen  on6  looks  at  *hf- groat  catalogues  oitier^*    - 
crrpiMonal  librarv,  ortyt  u  at  those  ol  the  cinciii 
n  .ttor  B  St        r;.  .  liSton.  ^.  ami  compares  them 

ItrtUfew  H>.k<u«n„r  library  shelves,  the 
r,  tra"t.snotpUas.i«  Put  Still  there  i.^  a  be- 
g  mS  wh  ch  IS  the  i^t  diflicult  ,.arl  of  the  un- 
rtertakli  g.  an.l  when  the^ihr..ry  has  gotten  Into  its 
V,!tnrehou.c  in  the    post-ofl.ce    building,    and  has 

.urchaBe<l  ¥'-'0.00fl  worth  of  books,  it  ^^i»  »'ajft  as- 
-nmed  a  more  attractive  and  comforting  look  than 

II  wcTTs  at  present. 
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o,,ln,on  that  acy    «>«  ™  .  ^„  ,„y„„„t 

n  r:.r«  "-..iio.,,,  ^  panicu..r  co^. 

ibuUon,  to  churcb  fairs  i.  not  i^^^- 
l»r,l«l  and  (lijubtless  will   soon  be  aKoii 
'  f  n  urj     Unless  a  change  come,  over  tins  sen- 
timicu.     I  o'^  irtttcrv  bits hiess  iii 

timciit  of  tbe  iieoplo  the   "^"^'y  , 

these  parts  >vill  «oon  be  couhnea  to  tl  e  ba 

Srole,",";  wo,.e  awe  an,,  wlinn,  to  pay 
lavgc  revennes  to  ti,e  State  lor  t'';  1"  '^'-^ 
' ,  nrosoculini!  tbeir  business.    Tl.c  Clnca„o 

rT;r^:;;:o^-;r.b:;^ 

lottm  iXcss,  Ibat  it  is  neither  cburity  uor 
rad     btt    a  bare  device  to  tempt  men  to  risk 
their  er.i.>gs  lor  a  tbottsandtb  chance  of  an 
etc  mou«  r.' urn.    Men  who  care  nothing  for 
Jhe  eTds  to  be  promoted  by  the   prohts  of   a 
otte  y,  ^^1-tber  private  or  public,  who  cotild 
uo    be  P-.uaded    to    contribute  t^u  cen^ 
diioctly  to  these  objects,  are   hired   to  par 
t  af<^.Hars  they  can  ill  aftonl  to   give   away 
l,y  the  promises  of  possible  returns.     One  o 
tbe  worst  features  about  thi.s  business  Is  that 
':;onts  are  tor  the  most  part  wriuiuf. on 

the   scant  earnings  of  the   poor.     The     ItU 
Inow    belter    than    to    stake   more    t.ian 
tC     can      lose     without     feeling     .t     \n 
lu ch    ventures,    but  the  poor,  t^mpte,     by 
4ions  of  fortune  they  may  never  achieve 
ot  erwiso.  frcMuently  stake  all   their  savitig^ 
«d  deny  their  children  the  comforts  of  life 
•:taitril  to  obtain  what  they  ^^^^^^^^ 

deserye  by  earning.    In  oertaiu  noctions     . 
r  Lunuy,  and   notably  an..n,the^e.r 

r.„iafion9  of  southern  cilie?,  the  aeaier  lu 

UeJ^ller  in   preventhig  progress  toward  a 

'TLT^Uan^e  process  of  lo.ic  that  induces 

t^ole  who  know  well   e.iou.h   the   ev. I.s   of 

Verier  to  countenance  them  as   an   awl   to 

r.hv   causes.      The   city   of  Louisville   n, 

KP  ucky  Tas    awakene.1     to    a     sufficient 

Kentucky    ^^^  ,^,.^    ,i,^,^ry 

^"'^^    :;   ot,^        b"  n'     citizen   of    weal.h 
T  '    snfflcient      public      spirit      to       «ive 

T  U^rXrmoie  infl.ientially   than  in    ..ur 
',,^n,slt.s.cansentu.  have  a  general 

"f        rt   the   puriKise.    They    want, 
ibra  y  'ecause  they  see  that   the  po.scs.,o 
'    o,  e  is  accounted  a  sign  of  inUdl.gence  and 
V  riimsbuttheydonot  want  t.  pay      '^ 
^  f       m  isville  Is  so  near  CincionaU  thai 
T'  feels    the  disadyantages  of  compar.^.i 
'    n   U^t  ci.v  in   th%   rcM.H't   as  in  other, 
''•'ike  a  city  a  desirable  home  for  inlel-  ' 
f'l'^ole     The  Cincinnati    library    ba. 
"*^    .  nUt  UP  and  is  sustain/-.!  by  ati   annual 
'":"rUK^"lding,we  iK-heve,  at   present 
^r'fXo^  annually.     Louisville  i«  order 
laTa  library  has  set  al>out  securing   he 
'''    ,1     !  lottery  which  i.   rather  mt.rc  d.s- 
'""'Vdt^iri^ng  without  one.    Men  who 
^^^.       heir  p^n-ty  by  millions  and  hun- 
"     t   fthot  sands  consent  to  a«t  as  man- 
»^^^'';'rXme  for  enticing  poor   people 
-::^:;;^r  spend  their  money  for  ^ 
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a    'reverses  tht  right  order  o. 
11  to  Wtber  thebu.in^ssof  tlu 
•-.  ol  their  abundance  to  promo^ 
rich  t^  g'^e  oij^^^l        ^^^  ,^^^^^„  of  the 
tlif.  general  «?*^U'^^c '"^.  »     There  has 

'^or.  ,bo  nee.1  all  .i.e,  h.>-e  g"  ■    Tl^e-^  „, 

=-«*"■»""",'!;"  L"  nndoubtedlr  tb.V 
cUlrensof  —  ^^^^  „^m- 
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with  the  fiuj'-l  lui.'iinl  at  the  lu.-sUnca  of  the  Uou. 

llioinas  Hu|;iie8.  

llie  (^ueen  contributes   a   cr>py  of  "Tfca  Early 
Vearn  of  the  Prince-Ooosort,"  with  tho  followinit 
on  the  title-paKC :  "Preseatetl  to  the  new  Frfle  Li- 
brary of  Chicai^o  by  Victoria  Reg.    Bahnoral,  Nov. 
13.  1871."    The  foreign  ofdce  sends  a  formidable 
collection  of  Eni^b.Hh  staU;  papers  fiou»lHl'2  to  18*itt, 
ai'.d  al»o  a  full  set  of  the  ottieial  BuUeiiu,  chroui- 
clliiK  tiie  uio»eiijeiit8  and  doiuKS  of  the  court.  The 
master  of  the  rolls  sent  the  calendar  of  EiiRlinh  atate 
papers  from  the  reitfu  of  Edward  the  Thud  down 
to  aiiu  iiiclmliiiK  Miat  of  tiuf'en  Elizabeth.   While  a 
threat  !)ortiou  ot  the  oontenisis  devoid  of  interent  to 
u.-*,  vf  t  there  is  m:'ch  in  those  volumes  relating  to 
tbeearlv  history  of  the  North  American  colonies 
which     is   worthy    of     exuuiiDalion.      The    same 
oflictr   also    seucls   the   valus'ble   edition  of  the 
ear:y  Latin  and  Saxon  and  Celtic  chroniclers  of 
Knuland  and  Ireland.    'The  Secreury  of  State  for 
India    in   council"    sends   a    superbly-illustrated 
work  upon  ancient   buildinss,  etc.,  in  Kashmeer, 
and  another  containiu;i  illustrations  and  phot>- 
uraplis  of  tlie  diiiereiil  laccs  .iiui  tribe,-*  la  India. 
(>iie  of  the  most  valuable  of  these  Eii;,'lish  dona- 
tions is  the  one  made  by  the  University  of  Oxfora. 
The   IxKiks  tliemselves  are  valuable,  and  are  so 
rlchlv  anil  nubstaiitially  bound  as  to  attract  'he 
iiniiitdiate  attention  ot  all  who  enter  the  library. 
'iliey  embrace  the  Ijest  publications  of  the  univor- 
i<iiy  iiiid  Clarendon  presses,  and  include  the  v.  )rk8 
r.f    Bishops   Jewell,    Hall,    Butler,   Burneit    and 
Berkeley;  line  editions  of  Euripides,  Aristoil'unes 
and    l)emoBth«nc8 ;    the   four-volume    edUl  <  i    of 
V»'kkii«e's  Bible,  and  the  large  reprint  of  the  one 
of  ICll :  Evelyn's  Memoirs  and  his  Silva ;  the  liv  :d 
and  annals  ot  .Strype,  the  writings  of  the  ".ludi- 
rious  Hooker,"  the  fonr-volume  catalogue  ol  the 
Bodleian  library,  etc.    Carabrid;;e  contributes  the 
works  of  Barrow  and  other  eminent  divines. 

Among  the  living  autbors  who  attach  tholr  au- 
totrraphs  to  copies  of  their  works,  are  Sir  Charles 
Lyell,  Uebert  Ferguson,  .T.  MacGregor,  whose 
canoe.  Hob  Hoy,  has  floated  upon  so  many  Euro- 
pean streams;  Mr  ilouudell  Palmer,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Englaml,  and  comuiler  of  the  Book  ol 
Praise;  John  Biiglit,  Sir  Charles  Dilkc,  rcpiib 
lican  and  author  of  (Jreat  Britain ;  W.  ^/'tt'ir^  1  al- 
"rave,  the  Oriental  traveller ;  Alfred  U.Wallace, 
The  naturalist;  Charlotte  Yongc,  author  ot  the 
UeirofUedclytte;  W.Stanly  Jevons,  the  political 
eronomiHt;  John  Stuart  Mill;  Henry  M  ludslcy.  the 
physician;  the  Kev.  .Julian  C.  Youn^,  son  ot  the 
actor  Charles  Meync  Young;  David  Massoii,  the 
biographer  ot  Miltou;  A.  11.  Layard,  the  ex).lorcr 
of  Nineveh;  Charles  Kingsley  Aubrey  J;3  Vcre, 
W.  M.  Uosbetti,  Christina  <..  Ko-setti,  and,  r.  h. 
Paipravo,  the  four  poets ;  St.  (}eorge  W-var'.  '\'»- 
thoroftl;e(ienesis  of  Species;  Arthur  P.  St  uiley. 
Dean  of  Westminstci  •  U.  A.  Proctor,  the  astrono- 
mer •  W.  E.  Forster,  Oftavius  Morgan,  edit)r  ol 
Bentham'H  Works ;  Herbv-rt  Spencer,  Tom  Hughes, 
W  'lbor<it(ni,  W.  A.  Freeman,  and  b;imuel  smi  es, 
Gladstone,  Disraeli,  Carlyle,and  ProfesM.r  Huxley. 
Ac.pyt'f  tli«  illustrat«»d  edition  ol  Keats  says: 
"PreHcnted  to  the  new  library  <,f  Chicago  by  Hich- 
ard  Monckton  Milnes,  Baron  Houghton,  with  ex- 
urestions  of  the  deepest  natural  sympaUiy  and  pri- 
vate regar.l."  Tom  f  aylor's  flowing  signature  is  in 
".ach  volume  of  a  full  set  of  Punch,  while  Bernard 
Cracrofttiives  the  Builder's  Magazine.  Ih"  present 
Duke  <d  Wellington  sends  twenly-three  volumes  ot 
the  "DeHi)atche^  of  the  Iron  Duke."  "ihe  author's 
sister"-I-:idy  Trevelyan-is  written  in  a  copy  of 
Macaulay  s  works.  "Thomas  J.  Bowles,  bo-ttci 
known  ns.Iohn  Junior,"  gives  the  three-vohimc 
Vanity  Fair  Album,  full  of  half-carlcatureH  of  hn- 
gilsh  statesmen.  The  dauerhUTS  ol  J.  11.  >Vittoii 
contribute  their  father's  Memoirs  of  the  House  of 
Kussell.  J.  Lo  Cappelain  sends  a  ^'Vc  <>P«^{  »^  ,.  *' 
Pure  Mathematios,  "With  best  wishes  f "^  \  f  ,  ;^- 
tnre  prosperity  of  the  city. '  1  here  .re 
several  donors  who  are  not  dlstinguishe^l 
r.8  authors.  Thus  Lord  Alfred  Churchll  s 
name  ai.pears  in  a  large  number  <>f  «>1<! 
I'ench  i.!.oks.  includ.nc  Scarron's  faye«  ^  o 
Viigil,  The  Causes  Celebres,  et<:.  t.  .1.  1- urn  vail, 
tb,>a:,th,uarian,  gives  a  copy  of  \l^^  ^^1%^;^^ 
and  many  other  rare  volumes.  ."•  ''®*'."?  ^^' 
ssistant  master  at  Kugby,  c.mtnbutes  b  red-'nck 
Temple's  Sermons  in  Rughy  Se""*>l.  The  ibriry 
l,ns  also  re<'.eived  from  its  English  publish  g 
fiends,  tho  Engineering  rianazine.  the  I-;;u;l  >» 
raXi  ■,  t"  Art  Journal,  Saturday  Hevlew  Public 
(hVinion  and  Athonam.'.'an.l  the  I'arker  Library  of 
AiigloCalholio  Theology  of  over  i.u  vo  tune*,  while 
ai  h  g  leUrence  books  are  The  Encyelopa-dia  Bri- 

lanniea.The  Book  of  Days    ««"""  in  ?.  \"l ol^r^v 
jind    Bii.le    Dictionaries,  given    bv  John  M"r'^'»v. 
I'res  and  Brand's  cyclopa-dias.    Between  ttve  ana 
six   hundred  (Jerman  books  were  sernred    h rough 
the  eHbrts  of  Messrs.  Kielholtz  and  .lulius  Dylirtm- 
fnrth,     and     have     been     neatly    bound    at  the 
oxpen-e     r.f     the      library.        Many     of     them 
;„i     standard     works,     and       some     ot      thein 
nre    very    rubbihhy.     The    Hon.    Ihomas    H.yne 
L'kve    a    full    set     of     tho     (ientleman's     Maga- 
zine,    and      Robert       Hervey,       among       many 
other  books,  a  twentyone-volume  edition  of  the 
British   Poets.    A  copy  of  Byrciii,  the  present   of 
James  (irant  Wilson,    has   pasted    In   ttji    draft 
(ir.iwn  by  the  poet  Fitx-Ureene  Halleck.     fhe  Hon. 
.?olm  B.  Rice  Is  the  donor  of  the  Olontal  Records 
of  Massachusetts.  The  average  of  the  books  which 
have  been  sent  here    is   not  very  high.    Some    of 
them,  like  the  I'ennsylvania  Archives,  the  Colonial 
Ke.onls  of  Rhode    Island    and  /  «>""«Vr"'  '.S'-m. 
Tribune   Almanac,   History  of  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, etc.,  aic   valuable  or  rare,  but  there  is 
oMuh   trash  of  the  public  '>'>cument  order,    riie 
e„ileotion  of  laws  and  other  bm>ks  relative  to  Illi- 
nois is  exceedingly  defective.    The  board  o    direc- 
tors   have    jmrchased    a    set    ot     the    Tauchnitz 
edition       of        British        aas«  cs,      71^        vol- 
umes,     the      Congressional      <ilobe.     and      An- 
"Is   or   congress,  the    American    St-ito    Papers 
Ai-nleton's  Cvclopadla.  and  some  alla.sos.    VVilh 
tletnmls  at  their  ilisposal  this  is  all  that  they  have 
been  able  to   .lo,    and    they   have  purchased   the 
nbovc  either  because  they  were  '»'ce*«sary.    or  1.6- 
e.inse  thev  were  .able  to    g«>r  lliein    at   a    baru'aln. 
When  one  looks  at  the  great  catalogues  ot  the  con- 
gressional libraiy,  orfeiM.  .it  those  ol   tne  <  »n      - 
nati  or  Boston  trt«e  llji|ttes.  and  compares  them 
with  the  few  books  U<B  our    library    shelves,  the 
,.'i  tr.ast  IS  not  ple.asrt«.  Put    still    there  i*  a  be- 
emning.  which  is  the«^t  difli(  ult  part  ol  the  un- 
dertaking, ami  when  the  library  has  atotten  into  its 
future  home  in  the    post-otline    building,    and  has 
i.nrcba''e«l  §'..'0.(KM1  worth  of  books,    it  will  have  as- 
iiinied  a  more  attractive  and  comforting  look  than 
t  wears  at  present. 


I 


souieim.es  made  ap.trt  of^««^^  ^_^ 

lottery  as  a  umuvas   ut   i^-^i^'n  <""    J 
his  part  of  the  country   abaiuloued.     Time 
^^'^rbencbtucUes    were    built    eoUege^.- 
Ited,  turnpikes  establi.l.e.l  and  tnauy  other 
..iterprisesnfa,uthiiccha,actor^^r.d^^^ 

i„  a  small  way  for  disposing  of  P'Y'*'":*'K,rre- 
t,ihutions  to  church  fairs  s  not  tav   rab  y   « 
,.a.ded,and  doubtless  wiU    ^---Jl'^^'^l 
unued     Unless  a  chanRe  comes  over  this  sen 
tmuea.     en  ^^^         biistuess  in 

tiinent  of  lue  pv-pie  I'  'j*^thphu- 

ti.eee  patts  .ill  soon  be  contined  to  the  b. 
,oom  practice    of  throwing    dice    with  t  n 
dispenser  of  liquors  for  the  «hunce  oi  a  net 

''itt  lotteries,  like  any  other  species^^^^ 
SambUng,  are  in  the  main  prob  able  U^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Uo  get  them  up  1-.   nndenlable.     Th^  pn 
nrietorsof  the  establbbmenlsin  Datien  Bade, 
e ly  broUe.i  up  were  able  and  willing   o  pay 
;;;:;:fLntiesUheState^rth.l.;^^^^^ 
of  prosecuting  their  business.    The  Cbica 
?M.ntleman  who  a  lew  years  acrt,  disposed  of 
:;,o;rahottse  by  lottery  dotibtlessm^ 

handsome   sum  by  the  oiieration,  but   th  re 
^ee  a%oud  many  i>eople  who  contributed 
Cetbitfs  for  nothin,  in  order  that  be  might 
do  so     And  this  .8  the  objection  to  the  whole 
ttt"  y  business,  that  it  is  neither  chanty  nor 
rale  but  a  bare  d.vlce  to  U^mpt  men  to  mk 
the  ''earnings  for  a  thousandth  chance  of  an 
0^   n!ous  return.    Men  who  care  noth  n,  for 
the  ends  to  be  promoted  by  the    profits  of  a 
ottery,  whether  ptlvate  or  ptibUc,  who  co^^^^^^^ 

not  be  iM^rsuaded  to  contribute  te,  cents 
d  eetb'  to  tbese  objects,  are  lured  to  part 
tthllarstbeycanillanordtogivea^^^^^^ 
1  the  ptomises  of  possible  r.tutns.  On  o 
the  wot"  t  features  about  thl..  business  ,s  that 
h:;rotits  are  lor  the  most  part  wituia  from 

the  ^cant  earnings  of  the   poor.     The   mh 
km.W    better    than    to    stake    more    thatt 


can 


lost;     without     feeling     it     in 


S    ^-^tu;::   but'u.  poor,  temptetl    by 
vNons  of  fortune  they  may  tt^vcr  achieve 
o    e  wiHN  f.ot,ucntly  stake  all   their  saving 
a  i  deny  their  chihlren  the  comforts  of   lie 
t    va  .1  trials  to  obtal.i  what  they  could  neve 
desetvl  by  earning.     In   certain   sections  of 
t  IS  country,  and   t.otably  among   the   negro 
1  atioiis  of  soutlierti  ci'.ies,  he  dealer    n 
:CiU   -the  chief  ally  of  the  wh.s- 

,"!;  seller  in  preventl.ig  progress  towanl  a 

^nrL::'';;:;:  P-.SS  of  lo^c  that  induces 

,>oop,e  who  know  well   e.iou.h   the   ev.      o 
UUtocimnl^ancethem 

K::!^^^"*;:^   .^^'^    to    a     sumdent 
^e    o    o       be    value    of    a    public    library 
to  covet  one.      But  no    citizen  of    •vealtl 
Is     sifll'i-'t      Pttblic      spirit      to       give 
Ih  money  for  the  purpose  of  founding  one. 
r^' I  the  sam«  class,  who  .on.n.l   leglsla- 
ilu  ere  fart. tote  it.fluentiallv   than  in    our 
:;;L.Slates.conseiitU.hav..a^ier^ 
tax   levied  for   the   purp<»se.     They    want  a 
riLy. ecau.se  they  see  that    the   possessio.i 
^o^tsacc.,u,.tedasiguofinud.ge.iceand 

hi-h  aims,  but  they  do  not  want  .  pay  for 
'  H  Louisville  is  so  near  Cincinnati  that 
Z'  feels    the  disadj-ntages  of  comparison 

ni  tirt  city  in   thlf^  '^^^''  '^^  ^"  "''"? 
M.lh  that  c    y  ,,,,,  ,,„,„e  for  intel- 

-^-- ' '"            The  ii  cittnati    library    bas 

lipent   pcol.W.    1^  «  *„' ^i,,.,!  ,.y  an   annual 

i,pen  bui  t  nil  and  is  susiaiiMu  "j  « 

^euii  tin      1  ,^ji^,.,.^  at   prevent 

r;:  .i   ->--' 'iv.    I-lsyme  in  ord^r 
:;:::;:^n;.ib.a,yb.  set  about  sec^^^^ 

c  .an     their  projKMty  by   mdlions  and  hun- 
l^s  of  thotisands  consent  to  a*  «  man- 

^dstxangers  to  spend  their  money  lor  lo^^ 

u,.   ..:el-..wlhtb-  understanding  tliAt  th- 

:,"„.ofibeg-^-'-'^^^'^''^'"*T 
,,U,g  for  Louisville  a  reputat..n<-. 

sv  and  devotion    h.    'ix-   r..^-  o<  ^         ' 
^''^^'".td 'reverses 'the  ri^htordet^of 

"       »-.„     tt  Is  rather   the  business  ot  the 
;^:f^^ofUt"a,,u..da.,cetoprom^e 

h'a^neral  weilate  than  to  be  begga.  o       e 
nnor  who  need  all  they  have  got.    There  n.i 
^!"^1  been    a   more  flagrant  example  of 
1  ^^thtii    this  coarse  of  tho  wealthy 

selhshne«8  tnaii    vui-  ..v.»„Miif  *hev 

<.Ul«n,  or  I..nmvill".  ""'  "'ttl  L'c'o^- 
1^  In  rtp^«..t  to  e«ry  «:,<n  wl.»  remember, 
r]  will   reprta««v   ^^  „c»ni.li«1i(»d   l»  ••  im  an- 

'  by  what  means  it  was  e^fiblishea  I 

,  .«    than   Uie   munificence  i»« 

i    ucM    more    than   w^  ,     ,„  .u*»  ochulftr 

-rr^^r;=trituo„ 

as  the  rapacity  <'f  .ui  impen.u  i 
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The  Twenty.jirst  Annual  Report  of  the  Tru$. 

Uees  of  the  Public  Library  contains  many  sug- 
gestions of  de.p  interest  to  all  who  are  inter- 

I  ested  in  this  and  similar  institutions.  We  can- 
not  enumerate  even  a  portion  of  them,  but  they 
all  give  us  the  impression  that  the  library  is 
well  supervised,  admirably  managed,  and  daily 
IS  increasing  in  wealth  of  contents  and  useful- 
ness to  the  community.  In  regard  to  the  Sun- 
day ooening  it  is  said  the  best  indications  are  to 
be  found  in  the  increasing  attendance  of  adults 

land  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number 
of  people  who  seldom  or  never   come   to   the 

rooms  on  week-days.  C(n'^^-*C'»^  t.*t*j  f ' 
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rni-y   RNilHing, 

>1    Hrown    I  ^^!v^'l•^itv   are 
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'Hie  corpoivitiou 
alK)ut  to  build  a  new  Library  biiildiug  on  t! 
<<>iner   of  Pr  spect  and    Waterman  streets, 
upon  the  lot  ol  land  jjiven  for  this  purpose  by 
the  late  John  Carter  Brown,  Es<|.,  aud  witli 
funds  provided  by  kiin.    The  loi  is  about  IL'O 
feet  .Nqiiaiv,  with  a  gentle  declivity  towards 
the  south,  and  overlooking  tlie   fine  lawu   ia 
front  of  tlie  College  buildings.  It  adjoins  the 
lot  of  the  Historical   So<iety  bnildiug.      The 
Mbiary  will,  thorefoie,  be  convenient  of  ac- 
coHM  both  to  the  College  and  the  public;  and 
its  situation  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  dis- 
play its  ardiitectural  beauty.      The  buikiinz 
is     in     the   form    of    a   crotis,    the    luivc 
or  intersection  of  the  arms  of  the  cross  being 
about ;'..")  feet  S(jiiarp,  the  arms  o''    the   .  loss 
Ol-  transepts  projectin  28  feet  from  the  aave 
and  toiminated  by  octagonal  ends,  except  at 
the  southern  end,  .it  which  end  is  placed  the 
entrance  porch.    This  arraujiement  provides 
a  HU[iOib  genera!  readinc;  room  in  th*  centre 
of  the  building  about  35  feet  square.    The 
book  ( a.ses  are  in  the  arms  of  the  cross,  and 
arc  three  stories  in  lieiglit  and  so  provided 
witli  galleries  tliat  every  book  will  be  within 
reach  of  tlie  hand  ai..i  the  nuisance  of  step-lad- 
ders be  avoided.  ICach  alcove,  formed  by  two 
neijjhixjring  bwk   cases,    is  provided  with 
a    window,  so  that    everywhere    the   titles 
may  be  conveniently  re^d.      The  transepts 
itn  separated  from  the  reading-roora  or  nave 
by  high  lattice  work  iron  gates  al)ont  four 
kct  hi"]),  thus  securing  the  books  again,-t 
ab.--ti action,  but  at  the  same  time   leaving 
them  all  oi)en  to  the  view. 

'Die  number  of  volumes  that  can  l>e  ac- 
commodated in  the  building  is  about  150,00«). 

On  the  library  floor  arc  also  provided  two 
rooms,  about  12xlC,  for  the  couveuienceof  the 
libiarian  and  si  holars  desirous  of  jirivacy  • 
and  above  theKi  are  larger  rooms  for  paiiii»h- 
ifts,  and  for  a  (»binet  of  coins. 

In  the  l«iscment  story,  which  is  hij;h  out  of 
giound,  is  abundant  provision  for  a  bindery, 
furnace  nwm,  storage  rctoras  and  clo.sets. 

The  exterior  walls  of  the  building  are  of 
brick  with  olive  slonc  decorations.  The  roof 
is  of  iron  covered  with  slates,  and  the  fltM^>r 
iK'ing  of  brick  arches  oan-ied  by  iron 
gilders,  the  whole  building  U  fire  pro<'f 
throughout.  The  walls  of  the  nave  rise 
alM)ve  the  roof  of  the  transepts  is  an 
ocUii^onai  form;  and  arc  provided  with 
windows  at  this  height,  so  as  t<}  ;;ivp  an 
abundance  of  light  in  the  centre  ol  the  build- 
ing. AlK)ve  these  windows  an  octagonal  roof 
of  iron  and  slate  rising  to  the  hei-^ht  of  up- 
wards of  70  feet  to  the  apex,  give.s  height  aud 
dignity  to  the  whole  structure. 

The  .•<tyle  of  architecture  adopted  is  the 
Italian  gothic,  a  style  pec-Marly  well  suited  t« 
scholi.Htic  buildinsg.  The  Memorial  Hall  .ft 
«  ambridge,  and  most  of  the  recently  erected 
public  halls  of  Harvard  are  in  this  style. 

The  architect  whose  plans  were  selected 
for  this  muld!n<,'  is  (Jen.  W.  U.  Walker,  of 
this  city,  and  the  selection  was  made  under 
1  ircr.iuhtiUK'es  wluch  render  it  a  higJi  com- 
pliment to  General  Walker  There  were 
four  comijeting  designs  before  the  committee 
of  the  Coriwratiun,  two  were  by  Mr.  Totter, 
of  Washington,  now  architect  for  the 
I  uite<l  iStateg  government,  ..u"  i..-  Mr. 
Hardenbnrgh,  a  distinguished  arclutod  of 
New  Vork,  aud  one  by  Mr.  Walker.  Tlicy 
rore  each  of  audi  unusual  excellence,  that 
he  choice  l)€tween  them  was  dlfticult :  but 
fici  the  most  careful  consideration  the 
committee  unanimously  decided  fn  favor  of 
Mr.  W.iker's,  and  this  decision  was  ratified 
l'-  tiic  toriK)ration  with  equal  unanimity. 
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,     T«.c.iii.d  a  half  year^  ^o  Uie  trustees  of 
tlie  BoBton  public  library,  following  the  suc- 
^sfulexuiupleof  the  libraries  ia  Liverpool 
jSanchester,  Binmngham  and  other  LngUh 
dties,  en^blished  iu  E.st  Bo.tou  a  branch 
UbrarV,^n.istingof  a  large  and  vaned  ec^- 
lectionof  books  most  in  demand.     Ihe  ex- 
periment was  at  once   justified  by  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  call  for  books,  making  con  tant 
'  additions    necessary,    not   only  ot    popula 
I  books  but  of  works  special  or  tec^^'f  " 
their  nature,  but  of  permanent  ^"ter    t  and 
value.    The  following  year  the  expe  Iment 
vas  repeated  in  South  Boston,  with  ike  sat- 
Tsfactory  results.     A   circulation    of   75.000 
4Ces  in  East  Boston,  and  100,000  volumes 
la  South    Boston,   the    first  year  after  the 
,  branches  were  established,  gave  the  most  en- 
couraging evidence    of   the  wisdom  of  t  e 
liberal  policy  pursued  by  the  trustees.    Early 
in  the  present  year  a  third  branch  was  open- 
'  ed  in  lloxbury  with  a  well-selected  library  of 
1  five  or  six  thousand  volumes,  which  is  stead> 
ly  increasing  in  value  and  ^^^^'-'^^''^'J''' 
local  libraries  in  each  case  became  a  par    of 
he  branch  collections,  and  are  thus  a  part  o 
he  puhlic   library   system,   the   colleciious 
themselves  corresponding  m  grade  as  nearly 
as  practicable  with  the  central  library. 

Mr.  Gieenough,  In  his  speech  at  the  dedi- 
cation ot  the  Koxbury   branch,  spoke  ot  this 
arrangement  as  "the  Boston  system' -and  i 
is  peculiar  in  these  respects -namely,  hal 
each  precinct  has  as  the  foundation  ot  .^s 
library  books  bciueathed  or  purcliased  by  its 
own  citizens  with  reference   to  their  own  m- 
torosts  and  needs,  and  that  these  book.,  with 
the  additions  made  by  the  trustees  to  gnc 
harmony  and  completeness  to  the  collection 
a.l  clrculalod  with  freedom  hardly  paralleW 
in  the  use  of  any  of  the  ^reat  libraries  o  the 
world.      The    tastes    and    requirements    oi 
Taders  are  unlik«    in    different   communi- 
cs     -'Classes  of  books,"  says  Mr.  CJreenough 
"which  remain  untouched  upon  the  shelves 
"in  one  locality  are  of  large  service  m  an- 
"other.   Periodicals  of  popular  interest  in  one 
"branch  reading-room  find  few  or  no  read<^^^^ 
"in   another.-    What  books  and  ix^^iod  cals 
are  useful  U>  the  largest  number  of  reades 
ascertained  by  the  experience  o    the  var  cty 
of  free  libraries  now  in  successUil  pro^ress^ 
Be  ond  this,Mr.Oico„.ugh  continues,  each 
neighboihool  is  expected  to   ask   for  such 
worts,  not  already  provided,  ^s  are  desired 
Z  a  e  within  the  pecuniary  means  of  the 
nstitution.    By  this  method    the  sympathy 
.nd  aid  of  all  classes  of  readers  are  socu-d. 

By  this  method  also  the  value  of  both    ue 
centra  library  and  the  branches  has  been  im- 
'J^urably    stimulated.     Thus    any  person 
desiring  a  book  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
Hbr  "^a-nlyto  .ask  that  it  -ay  be  pur- 
chased;  and  the  assurance  ^^  g';«>^  \^;'' '"^ 
the  absence  of  any  special  objection  to  the 
hVok  it  will  be  procureiM  the  earliest  possi- 
ble   lime  and  in  all  ca.es  the   applicant  on 
:;hor;<:commendatl.n£i.  procui^d  is  at 
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once  notified  of  its 
j)enfe  that  an  applii' 
ed,  and   in    this 
!Vto  public  library 
and  served   in  th 
libraries  may  have 
a  degree,  but  in  v 
any  other,  has  it 
so  systematic  and 
the  hbrary  admini 
way,   too,    the    11 
though  It  has  but  j 
fast  realizing  the  hopel 


,n.    It  seldom  hap- 
,hls  kind  is  rofus- 
ntcrcst  which  a 
irve  is  consulted 
^  a  year.    Other 
^the  princii»le  in 
if  indeed   in 
lit  into  practice 
feutiiil  a  part  of 
^n  ours.    In  this 
its    branches, 
Jd  iUs  ma,|ority,  is 
pressed  at  its  bap- 


::L:^.wi;;:;;^unng  money  cuefly  on 
books  known  to  be  really  wanted  rat^^r 
than  on  such  as  would  make  an  imposing 
scientific,     or     a     learned    collection,   the 

•Wtant  to  the  whole  people,  a  part  of  thei 
^.^^.atln.,  an  element  of  their  happmess^ 

"prosperity,  is  the  surest  way  to  make  it  at 
"  astr  gieat  and  rich  library  for  men  of 
"cence  statesmen  and  scholars,  as  well  as 
"  orThe  great  body  of  the  people,  mt-ny  of 
"wLm  a«  always  successfully  stn.gghng  a 
"to  honorable  distinctions  and  f  ^^ J^^/" 
"should  l>e  encouraged  and  helped  to  do  It. 


A  (JKEAT  I'LULlt;    l.IHKARY. 


TLcio    .h.uU    bo    uo   country  ui  Iho  wo.U 
whoroia  public  libraries  are  m-.ro  "«niorou«  or 
more  amjly  supplied  with   book*    than  in  tho 
Uuitod  States.    Other  countnoa    I'^^f  "/^^;^    ' 
and  have  been  making  ihcir  boat  coUocUons     r 
a  groat  many  more  years,  but  ourhbranesouK 
to  iuereaso  faster,  and,  tinally.to  ovorlako  lUui« 
iu  oxcollenco,  wb.lo    surpasaicg    <»'<"";"  "_ 
.iu«u.y  and  familmrity  ot  use.     U  -^^""^'^  ^^ 
Lmbered.  iu  thin    connection,  that    uearl    ml 
Ibe  ,reat  accumnlations  of  books  are  con.para^ 
uvuly  recent,  and  do  not   go    back  beyond    ho 
foundauon  of   some  of   our  Amer|can  Ubranca 
ulso  that  .t  ,s  far  eaaier  now  to  make  a  lar^^e  c    • 
Lotion  of  volumes  than  it  .  -er   has    ooon  hith 
erto.     Yet,  considering  all  theso  lni..K».  the  ere- 
.u..,n  and  rapid  growth  of  the  Hoston  public  U^ 
l.rary  still  remains  one  of  tho   tnost  gralitymK 
examples  of  private  .-.nd  public  Uberahly  d.rect- 
0.1  to  a  most  useful  purpose. 

it  M  but  little  more  than  tiO  years  since  this  U- 
hrary  was  opened  with  less  than  lO.WO  volumes, 
lew  cf  winch  had  any    special  value.     Now,  the 
,„„„ber  of   volumes  iu  tiie  UosUm    hbrary,  and 
its  branches  at  East  Boston.  South  Host..,,   a.  d 
lloxbury.  is  about   '^20,000,  or.  excluding  dupU 
cat..H.  more  Ihift  '.'OO.OOt.,  and  it   contain,  many 
books  of  great  special  value.    This    ";""«;  '"^ 
clu.le.  tho    Hirton    librar>'.  recently   bo  ight  n 
New  York  and  brought  to  Koslon.  a*  well  as  the 
i-arker  library,  added  in  ISCl,  the  Ooorgo  lick- 
nor    library,  added    10   year,    laier  and    three 
Bmaller  special  libraries,  g^en    >r    deposited  s 
smaiitr    I  Unwditdi,      'rinco,    and 

various    periods-lhe    iJowuuni,  , 

Patent  collections.    The  w hoi.  ""'"';  Y-, 't 
umos  m  these  special    Hbrar*>»   '«  «bout  J.MM^ 
Uio  I'arker  library  includ.j^  H.^.l  vohimej.the 
IMrlon    hbrary    ab^jurnrf^    same    number,  the 
ricSr  nor  '.  ■■V^^'^*  bowditch,  I'rinco.  and 
Patent  bbraties  4ii42,  D^O,  and  'Jl'-I)  volumes  ro 
spoctivtdy.    All  these  collections  contain  many 
n-ro  books  of  special    interest,  and    the  IJoston 
library,  added    this    summor,    is,  perhaps,    the 
richest  cuUoclion,  for  its  size,  ever   made  in  the 
Uaitod  Slates.     It  was  brought   together  by  the 
lato  Thomas  L*.  llarton.thoson  in  law  of  Kdward 
Uving»ton.  at  a  cost  of   some  $(;0,0(K),  and  dis 
posed  ot  to  the  Hjs'on    trustees  ou  very  liberal 
terms  by  Mrfl.  Uarton,  shortly   before  her  death, 
so  that  it  might  not  be  broken  up.    Tho  Parker 
library,    in   semo   respects     more    interesting, 
though  not  so    intrinsically    valuable,  was  pre 
sented    by    Mrs.  Theodore    Parker,  m    accord- 
ance with  tho    will  of    her  husband,  soon  after 
his  death,    and  tho  Ticknor  library  camo  to  tho 
city  at  .Mr.  Ticlmor'a  death.  Tho  general  library 
is  remarkably  well  selecte.l.boing  almost  wholly 
acpiired  by  purchase  and  gift,  within    tho  iasl 
twenty  years,  and  Iho  whole  UnUm  collection, 
enlarged  as  it  now  -.s    by    branch    libraries    at 
south  and  oast  IJoston.  and  at    Koxbory,  is   lar 
gor  than  any  iu  tho  country,  exnopl  tho  congre 
gational  library    at    Washiagton,    and    is  very 
likely  soon  to  exceed  that  in  tho  norabor  of  vol 
umes.    Tho  IJoston  library  seems  to  bo  growing 
at  tho  rate  of  twelve    or  liflcca    'housand    vol 
umes  yearly;  its  annual  appropriation  from  the 
city  has  gono    up    to    nearly  |ltX'.0(W.    besides 
wliich  it  has  other  incomes,— and  all    Us  funds 
seem  to  bo  managed  with  great  fidelity  by  tho 
lru8te..-».    Not  only    this,    but    upon    occasion 
theytakoup  one    of   tho.-io   Bubscnpti.>n?    for 
which  State  street  is    famous,  and    enlargo   tbo 
library  by  private  liberality,  in  a^ldition  to  pub- 
he  grants  of  money.    Tho  mouoy   value  of  tho 
books  in  the  central  library  alone,  (on  Uoylst^u 
Htroet).  is  estimated  at  t:.!^.^^,  wUilo  many   of  I 
iu  Toluuies  could  not  bo  replaced  at  any  price. 
because  they  aro  no  longer  attainable.    In  short, 
this  Uoston  collection  of  books,  tho    growth    of 
the  last  twenty  years,  already  proseuU  all  U»o 
features  of  a  great  public  library. 

It  is  absolutely  free  to  all  persons  of   the  re 
.luircd  ago  residing  in  BosCso.  and   is  consulted 
oonstantly  by  many  who  do  not  lire  there.  The 
last  ret-ort  of   the  IriMteee    and  suponutondent, 
3„st    tniblished,  give,  the  ^^^'^^  '^^^'jm-  " 

|thaliJ.'eUbrarTwa.   open.    Mure  than  100  000 
of  these  volumes  v*ero  taken    homo  by  tho  bor 
rowers,  and  yet  the  whole  number  lost  duriuh- 
tho   year   was  loss   than   loJ  volumes.      N  ery 
nearly    three  quarters  of   this  great  number  ot 
books  issued  were  novels  and  "juveniles."  show- 
ing Low  general  and  how  strong  is  tho  appetite 
for  literature  of  that  kind.    The  borrowers  and 
readers  are  of  every  class  and  every  nationality, 
and  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that,  in  proportion  tc 
the  population,  the  issues  of  books  in  south  and 
e,^t    Uoston,  where    the   hard  working  people 
chiefly  reside,  is  (luito  aa  great  as  iu  tho  rest  of 
tho  city.      Tho  service  of    tho    library  now  m- 
cludes  about  M   salaried  persons,  whose  yearly 
com,M.n.ation  is  nearly  |W,000.      The  librarian 
is  Mr  Justin  Winsor,  an  enthusiast  in   his  pro- 
fess-on, and  ho  is  ably  seconded  by  Mr.  V,  lUiam 
v.  W  heeler,  the    assistant  superintendent,  and 
Mr.  James  L.  Whitney,  who  is  third  in  position, 
with  the  title  of  "principal  assistant."    Tho  re- 
ports    bulletins,    catalogues,  eU:.,  prepared  by 
these  gentlemen,  are  models   in  thmr  way,   and 
show  great  familiarity  with  their  work,  as  well 
as  faithful  devotion  to  Iho  details  ot  it. 
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Uj*  Bos»wu  i^t^  i&»ry,  ftOlowiog  i^ift  si«> 
cesful  examfHf  of  the  Ubrtnes  in  Uwrpool, 
H»Bak»ter.  BirminghMi  ud  oUi«  ^"^J 
jdtles,  dabbed  in  East  Bo^en  m  kna^ 
Ubnvfb'^Mi^uiS  o<  *  ta«»6  •ftdT»riea«l- 
I  ktUoii  of  b«*»  moit  l»  aemnd.    Tlw  ei- 
I  perimenl  wa»«t  ooee  ioittfied  by  *gre*l  in- 
1  crcsK  in  ihc  caU  for  booki»  iMking  CBWtoat 
Addition*   neeeaarr.  «*  only  of   popolsr 
I  books  toot  of  wofta  apedil  or  teehnical  m 
1  their  n*tuf«,  but  of  peimaneni  inwreat  and 
v*lae.    TTw  foDo^iBg  jess  tbe  experiment 
was  inM»ted  in  South  Boaloci.  wiUi  Uke  sal- 
L^actory  nsolts.     A  cHeidiliM    of   7W»0 
ToJume.  in  E«i  Borton.  «nd  10<M»0  Tola«« 
in  tionth    Boston,   the   first  year  after  the 
branches  ^«e«rtahli*«d,<*^  the-^tea 
I  com«ine  «Tiden««  of  the  wisdom  ©f  ife^ 
Bbend  polley  porsoed  by  the  trustees.    Inriy 
in  the  p«esent  year  %  third  branch  was  open- 
ed m  Boxbnry  with  a  wett  eelected  library  of 
five  or  fix  thoy-nd  Tota-i%  wWdi  I*  •tidi- 
ly incRMinc  in  »»hie  a*d  nsefolaeaa.    Th? 
'"ccal  Ubcaries  in  each  caM  became  a  part  of 
ibe  waach  eoDections,  and  are  thus  a  part  of 
ibe  poMe  mtan  ««*».  the   coBe^^ions 
thefflsd^  eotmiMdii^ta  f«^*  *^  ^^^^ 
%i  practkabS*^  with  the  central  library. 

Ui.  Gitanoo^  in  his  speech  at  the  (kdi-. 
cation  ol  the  Boxbory  branen,  ^oke  oi  this 
j^Trtngement  astheBorto.  ^rtwa^-aad  it 
is  pecahar  in  the«  rMpeeta,— nMM»y.J*»f' 
Mtdi  prwAct  has  as  the  foondatlaa  o«  tts 
library  books  bequeathed  or  purchased  by  Its 
own  dlJwns  with  refwence  to  their  own  in 
l«rests  and  needs,  and  that  these  b«^5,  wit  o 
the  additioai  made  by  the  trustees  to  gire 
hanncmy  and  coospleieBeai  to  the  eoBectioo, 
are  drcuhrted  with  &eed««i  h«d^  pM^drf 
intheuseofanyofthe  «reat  BlMries  of  the 
wvrtA.     The    tMtos  and  r«iaireinenU    of 
read^  are  unlike    in   diHerent   eoounani- 
Claaaes  of  hooks,"  sapn  Mr.  Gre«iough, 

-w  r-nMin  untouched  s^eothe  ahdfes 

<ality  are  of  laife  terrlee  in  an- 

>^.    PerfwHertseipopuhtfintttcstinone 

"    anch  reading-room  fcid  few  or  no  k*^ 
others    What  hook*  and  periodieals 

-ftil  to  the  larseal  number  of  reader*  li 
!.-.      .ined  by  the  experience  of  the  farietj 
of  &<e  libraries  now  in  sMCcastnl  prootess. 
Beyond  this,  Mr.  Green«iijh  ccatinues,  each 
aei^bhoihood  is  expects*  in  «*  "^  !!!? 
works,  not  already  prtwided,  ss  are  d«red, 
and  arc  within  the  pecuniary  ssern*  of  tne 
instiMH^    By  this  meAc4   the  sympathy 
and  aid  of  an  classes  of  i«4en  are  secured- 

By  this  method  also  the  t*ae  of  both  the 
centra:  bT>rary  and  the  bra«*es  hm  been  im- 

iMMunhly  sUmulated.  Thm  .any  pe««» 
acabhrn  a  hook  not  in  the  puiMininn  of  the 
fibmyhasonlyto  ask  that  it  maybe  pur- 
chased; and  the  assunnce  is  giteuthat,la 
tbe absence  of  anyipedal  objeeUco  to  the 
book,  a  win  be  proeur«M>*«>«  «»™* 
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«it#  applicant  on 
ifts  procured  tt  ai 
It«eldomhap- 
'M  kind  is  ref os- 
niere*t  which   a 
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t  into  practire 
itiaiapnrt  <^ 
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he  leaily  wanted    rather 
;e   an  imposing 
csOsftioo,    the 
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library  would  cmitain,  to  «*«>«K  '^^  ^ 
that  anybody  emM  imsmuWy  i«k jrf  it. 
-F<»  to  befinr -^  t^  ^^'  -nckncr  m 
the  first  m-tt  of  the  tiurtees,  -by  nukins 
-aieallyoKlid  library;  by  awakentag  a  gea 
-eralintoust  in  U  as  a  dty  iitftitntion,  im- 
-portanttothewh<^pe<^e.  apmtof  their 
•^  an  element  of  thstehiiiiis  Ml  and 

„,,  is  the  sore*  way  hi  wateU^i 
owl  mi  iteh  Hb»»T  *»  sae«  of 
Hid  scholars,  as  weD  as 

•^  the  peat  *«>y^^P**^^J!S  ^ 
^hom are tfwav*  sueeesrtiBy  ■lisUiiHf  «P 
"in  hfwinnt^  iliilliM  Ihnis,  11^  aS  of  whom 
teeacmingedaadhi^edtodott.* 


BH 

A  OUE>T  PIBLIC   LtBBARV 

..  ^»^d  b*  ■*  sotifciry  la  u» 
rsm^Ts^plicd  wiih  hook*  than  m^ 

wa  bast  «ottiu«n  »• 

,  bet  oiffbbfK**  a^t 

to  iaa«me  ft*«r,  i^  taafly.io  orertskalh^s 

Iteihi^ofms.    It^Mldtet* 
iadua  eowsae&an,  that  neuiyal^ 
xhm^imfitmmMmemut  book.  '^^"^^ 

foudatMaef  somsof  "^^  ^****^  S^^f!? 
•to©  thtt  It  I*  te  snisr  mw  to  mak.  ateg^ 

kctionofvotammthmH«r«  km   ~  "" 
mtm.    y<eo«sid«»<sUtfcm*tkia»».th*ei«^ 
•tkinaninfidpovthcfaoBsrtan  pebbc  • 
l«>yst»UiMaiM«n»«f  th*  ^bkeit  gmufna; 
enmpk*  of  pn»*i*  •»*  f^»»«  bbwahty  diroet 
r<d  to  a  moot  mofol  pmpeaa. 

:  unto  mo.*  n-n  2»  ym»-^»>^  I 
.  99Mad  with  torn  thm  IMW  Tolomos- 

ludaay  mirtoil  n*^     Xo«,  tke 

-MsiathoBoMM  iih«aiy,*ad 

ml  Bflf»iw.  South  Boston.  a*d 

B«bofT.i.*bo.t  '"••^•'  •^^2t^y 

^^T^spsstolvataSL   Tbi*  aF«b«  in 
cladMtbo    Bwum  library.  rMoatiy  boofhtin 

r  York  .nd  hwa«hi  to  ■«««».•• '^  ■•  "*• 
_«tUbmy.*ddodtn  wa.th.Ooo.w.'nek 

aor  Ubmy.  .ddod  10  yon  toiw-  -d  th^ 
s.  fftm  »  dcpomtod  a: 
BowdUA  PriaM.  *»d 
p>iMt  I  iiniiiiiiiMn  Tko  whoh  cambor  U  roi- 
HwTia^M^sposid  Wm^  miAoai»,W 
tbo  P«k«  hhwry  ia^y  »'^*»  ''^S^T'^il 

gs:,S5S3Ssst;Sh.^si:::a.d 

^iient  bkotioo  SSIl,  STO,  m4«»  v«tamm  «^ 

AU  thorn  coltostiinns  eontaia  wsmj 

(ifocml  inisnsl,sad  thoBosum 

.&rit>B2».cvcr  nmdoiatho 
U  wm  lsiist,bt  togsthor  by  t&e 
lateThomm  P.  BMtBn,th«ma  ii^law  of  Edv^ni 
Uffm«^»,ataeooe<^  smm  |6t,fl0a,  and  di»^ 
pooed  <rf  fi»  the  Boatoa  traotoo*  envwrhkanl 
iMcmt  by  Mm.  Borton.  ihortlr  befcc*  hsr  doatk, 
•9  tbat  it  mi^  aot  bo  hr^oa  ap.    -fh*  Bwta' 
Ebcary,   ia  soom  icsposm    mam  iatarmtiafc 
satao  Isrriasifany  Tslaabir.  was  pf^ 
by   Mil  Thiiiiliirs   Pmbar,  is   aecoixi 
iviththo  wiUef  hor kwhaad,  soon aftor 
^datfh,   and  Qw  TIefcnar  fibia^  maw  to  th« 
I  eiiy  at  Me.  TS^yor's  doaih.  Th*  auiisrsl  Kwarr 


ape^ircif 
mo  boi 
Ubraiy, 

UB^ad 


likaty  aosnt* 


hhnrieo  at 
at  Boad(tey,i*  Ur 
ta^i*lb*«aantry.«SBiptth0  eas«r» 
ibbcary  1  Waahugtoa.   md  is  Tcty 
ii  that  iaihe  namhwr  o<  nd- 
Tbe  Boston  fibnry  ssam*  tn  b*  gmwias 
iatthotataoftwoH*  or  Iftsm   themsad   toI 
Toariy;  its  annaal  *pp*a|n*tian  from  th* 
IcityhHfDO*   ap  to  *ost|y  fiMM*.  bMldoo 
tt  h*s  olhar  ineosasB,— and  *a   iu  faadt 

Hi  In  man^nil  ri'Ti  | fidality  by  the 

Kotonly  thi*.  b«K  afca  •seaman 

lihoytak**?  «n*  of  thoa*  wliwnpniws.  tor 

vhtohSMio  •meets  l*moaB,aad   satoiffo  the 

I  hbmry  by  pdmt*  hbamfily,  in  *ddilMn  In  pnb^ 

I  lie  gnat*  of  mmy.    Thomooa^    ^mLa^  «»(  ^le 

heak*  ia  th*  emttsi  Mmy  otoow.  (on  B^>vl«toc 

-       ..    itt  ^^m^^oafiSmML  white  BHBT    of 

iiafalBmme*rtinath*iafl*s*datsny  ptieo. 
boea***  th^  am  BO  loscH  SttaLasM*.  1* 
thu  Bo*tflneaitoela«i  «f  bMks.  th*  cn^wtb    of 
th*  kmt  l«*aty  T«m*  •bosdy  pra*mu  aU  ii« 
laotana  of  a  gnat  |«bbc  hbrarr. 

It  is  ahsotetidy  h**  to  all  poraoos  of  the  rr^ 
,^nd  1^  isMilint  in  Paofcn,  and  »  eonmltcd 
com^i^y  by  many  who  do  not  fir*  there.  Tbe 
iMtnportof  tbotratfcM  aad(s?oant*ndmt. 
iMt  ii*liliJw^  I^'VVB  tb*  aamhor  of  books  u 
ij^jadhp  May  l.l*^^** 
^olBl9  0*^1  d«f  of  th*  3W 
1  <9&  MoK*  thaa  4I»,«0 
•..  t*tan  horn*  ^  tiM  bor- 
.'oovca,  and  •»  aamber  la*t  teiiac 

th*  Tom  waai£*i  '  ■)ToUimts      T«fy 

aemly   tlir**  ^ssrtar  ■  j  graat  *«*•«  « 

books  isK^  w«*  nofsis  and  1«f«ik*.- show 

)th*  •ppstita 
ftvUiammsf  thst 

i«*of*v«ry 
I  It  i*  worthy  of  n«ilm  thst,  m  psBf*fiion  to 

ikiKMthMd 

tte  teri  worki^  P*o^ 

ek^y  rwdc,  i*  «|aitM  M  cpmsa*  ia  th*  ra«  itf 

thaety.     yto*erTie*of  ^*  bbcaiyaowta 

i  ahont  ^  ayvied  p«mm*»  w^w*  f*^y 

iaae*>lr|«MM-     lh*ibrwan 

Mlli.J*ateWia*ar.an  mttammSia  ktofto- 

toHMU,  anl  h*  to  *b^  a>eended  by  Mr.  Wilbam 

Mr  JittmUWkitniqr.iriboattodiapaittlon, 
nthth*tid*of  "ytfa^rt asriiSwT *  tha ro- 
pottt,   bnUe^   e^dof***.  ete^  psapamd  by 

••     iathHrwif,  and 

^^    ^_„_ ihoK  work, 

as  tat^  4*t«^on  to  th«  d*^  ol  ii. 
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HO.STON  (Massachusetts)  Public  Library.— The  Trus- 
ters of  tl.is  r.ibrary  have  just  issu.-d  their  2l8t  anmiul  Kcport, 
h.-iiK'  th.i  Uh  under  the  new  ordinance,  from  which  we  Rlean 
the  foUowinp  facts  :-"  The  whole  number  ot  volumes  at 
present  contained  in  the  Libraries,  parent  and  branc-hes,  aro 
20y,t5t',,  of  which  149,477  are  in  the  Bates  Hall.  Iho  re- 
mainder are  to  bo  found  in  the  circulating  libraries  of  the 
Lower  Hall  in  Boylston-street,  the  East  coHtou.bo-ith  Boston, 
and  Rosbury  Branches.     The  increase  of  the  Library  during 

the  year  has  beeu  14,6.14  volumes^  ,  ^i^i'  'r^"*%""'"^„!i';,5 
pamphlets  is  nov/  112,153,  of  winch  11,770  have  b^'C"  ad^ed 
during  the  year.     The  total  circulation  has  been  •i«'7.«55. 
being  a  daily  average  of   1,519  for  home  use       Iho  hgures 
from  the  Branches  are  most  encouragM.g.    ^Vhilo  La.st  Boston 
Bhows  a  circulation  of  67,754,  from  a  I'V-rary  ot  7,29    vo  umes, 
South  Boston  gives  a  circulation  of  102  322  for  5.1/4  volumes 
The  total  number  of  names  registered  as  applicants  tor  the 
Library  privileges  are  53,013  ;  of  these  1.592  have  had  cards 
refused,  principally  for  the  reasons  of  non-residency  or  under 
ago.  and  3.626  have  not  taken  their  cards     177^1 2  readers  Ire- 
quentedthe  Periodical  Reading  Room  of  the  Central  ifr-^^J' 
who  read  213,599  magazines.     The  total  number  ot  books 
loaned  and  not  returned  has  been  between  6(»  and  70.     Most 
of  those  were  taken  from  the  Lower  Hal    in  Boylston-street, 
and   a   portion   of  them    may  possibly   be  .recovered.     Iho 
average  loss  on  these  figures  is  one  volume  in  every  7.0UU  .jr 
more  loans.     The  total  expenditure  from  the  city^^PP'-oP'-i'^- 
tionswas  $86,498.01,  and  $1,681.79  was  paid  into  the  City 
Treasury  from  Hues  and  sales  of  catalogues.    Other  important 
results  will  be  found  in  the  tables  attached  to  the  bup<;rin- 
tendent's  Report.     The  most  striking  novelty  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Library  has  been  the  opening  of  its  I  enodical 
Reading   Rooms  on    Sunday,    at  tho   request  of    tlie    Oity 
Council.     The  event  is  too  recent  to  admit  of  any  decisive 
conclusions.      There  is  not  yet  occasion  for  discoura-ement 
nor  L'reatly  marked  features  of  encouragement  for  the  enter- 
nrmo      The  best  indications  nro  to  bo  found  in  the  increasing 
kttendance  of  adults,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  considcrablo 
number  of  people  who  seldom  or  never  came  to  the  rooms  on 
week  days.     It  was  for  this  latter  class  specially  that  tho 
rooms  were  opened.      Another  year's  trial   will  enable  the 
Trustees  to  guage  their  results  more  accurately,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  advantages  are  in  due  proportion  to  1  fie 
rxpenso.     Like  tho  great  European  Libraries,  our  institutum 
finds  continued  embarrassment  in  any  catalogue  system.     W  o 
have  long  passed  tbo  period  when  it  was  possible  to  pnnt    n 
nuc  alphabet,  upon  any  intelligible  system   the  titles  of  all 
tho  books  contained  in  our  Libraries.     Such  an  undertaking 
would  be  enormously  expensive,  and  when  concluded  at  the 
end  of  five  or  ten  years,  the  continual  additions  daring  that 
I  ...riod  would  require  the  whole  work  to  be  done  over  again    1  lie 
Examining  Committee  state,  in  their  judgment,  it  woul.    also 
be  much  better  if  separate  rooms  could  be  provided  for  largo 
and  valuable  collections,  like  the  recently  acquired  Barton 
[library,  the  Parker  Library,  and  some  others.     Heretofore 
t!,ese  collections  have   been  placed  in  separate  alcoves,  or 
distinct  portions  of  tlie  galleries,  appropriately  inscribed  ;  and 
the  Committee  are  informed  that  tho  same  course  will  bo 
pursued  with  regard  to  the  books  in  the  Barton  Library.     J  lie 
acquisition  of  this  Library,  so  rich  in  Shakespoanana  and  in 
other  departments  of  dramatic  literature,  was  the  great  civent 
in  the  history  of  the   Public  Library  during  the  past  year. 
\s  tho  volumes  have  not  yet  been  unpacked,  only  a  tow  oi 
them  have  come  under  the  examination  of  tho  Committee ; 
but  the  great  value  of  the  collection  has    ong  been  known 
through  tho  elaborate  description  in  Dr.  Wynne  s  Libraries 
of  New   York.     The  Committee  desire  to  cf)ngratulate  th« 
Trustees  an.l  tho  public  on  this  important  addition  to  the 
treasures  of  the  Library.     U  is  a  noteworthy  f^act  that  with 
the  exception  of  this  purchase  almost  the  who  e  strength  of 
the  Library  comes  from  the  direct  gift  of  individuals,  or  from 
the  income  of  trust-funds  specially  given  for  this  purpose.    At 
the  very  outset  Mr.   Bates  gave  about  %000  vohimoR;  the 
Bowditch.  Parker,  Ticknor.  and  Prince  Libraries  (tho  List  of 
which,  however,  is  only  depomtinl  with  the  Trustees)  contain 
20  326  volumes;  and  during  their  lives  Mr.  Everett  and  Mr 
Ticknor,  by  whom  the  original  plan  for  the  organization  of 
the  liibrary  is  understood  to  have  been  drawn  up,  gave  -i.nHJ 
volumes  and  5.673  volumes  respectively,  exclusive  of  an  im- 
mense mas^  of  pamphlets.     Indeed,  of  the  'fhole  number  of 
volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  present  time.  209  456  exclusive 
of  tho  Barton  collection,  nearly  one  half,  92,333  volumes,  are 


Bot  down  as  gifla.     If  to  this  number  are  added  the  vo.nmeB 
mrchased  from  the  income  of  the  trust-funds,  it  will  be  seen 
Low  largely  the  Library  is  indebted  to  private  munificence. 
The  Lil^rians'  Bulletin,  lately  received,  contains  tlie  f^^.llnw- 
ing  report  respecting   the   Barton    Library :-'   1  he    Barton 
LibrarV.  which  i.  d«^ribed  in  Doctor  Wynne's  Libraries  of 
New   York,  has  been  purchased.     It  consiata  of  a  bhakc- 
PiKmnan  department  of  about  2.000  volumes.  illustrHtivo  of 
That  dramatiTt,  and  of  his  literary  and  dramatic  Msociations. 
iK.th  in  his  own  day  and  in  subsequent  periods,  and  in  his  own 
and  in  foreign  oountries,  together  with  a  supplemental  collec - 
tirn  of  engravings  and  autograplis,  besides  a  cast  atbha.ki'- 
spoare's  head  from  the  Stratford  monument,  and  a  statuette  of 
Richurd  the  Tliird.  one  of  the  early  works  of  I«'f;"-    /'"« 
portion  of  the  Barton  Library  is  by  far  the  richest  of  ^ H  the 
Shakespearian  CoUoctiona  in  America,  and,  with  the  volunu-s 
iUustra  ing   this  subject  already   in   the   po«e«ion   of   the 
Public  Library,  makis  an  aggregation  of  not  far  f^rom  3.  MM. 
volumes.    It  will  take  high  rank  among  similar  c<^lect.o.. 
Europe  and  it  is  supposed  that  there  cannot  be  much  richer 
onesTlmrtns  even  there,  if  tho  Capel  Col.l««t'°""f  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  and    that  of  the    Bnfash    Museum  In 
exc  uded.      Tho   newly-founded    Shakespearian    Lif.rary   <• 
Birmingham,  forming  a  jHirt  of  the  Public  Library  of  that 
citv   now  embraces  not  far  from  5,000  volumes,  being  more 
than  tiTce^hTSxtont  of  the  Barton  Shakespearian  Tjollec- 
l  on  ;  b^tljodging  from  that  po.-tion  of  the  catalogue  v.,h,ch 
iL  already  prin£d-it  is  not  nearly  so  nch  in  the  rarer  an.l 
more  costly  books. the  strength  of  the  Birmingham  Col  ect.on 
whLh  is  in  excess  of  tho   Barton  possessions    lying.  ,t  would 
seem,  mamly  in  the  foreign  trans\aUons  and  commentaries 
m,.™  partic^arly  the  modern  ones    wluch  have  been  very  | 
mer^since   186-1.  when    Mr     Barton  ceased  to  oollect. 
wTat  hS;  h^n  pJld.Hhed  since  thai  date  has  hnweverv.ry 
largely  been  purchase*!  from  time   to   time   by  the    Bost^.n 
Kblic  Library.     Tho  remainder  of  the  Barton  Library  con- 
sists of  perhaps  10.000  volumes,  quite  broadly  selecte- .  but 
chTracte'ri  eJ'i^y  the  scholarly  ta^te  and  the  hno^apprec.atinn 
of    tho   typographical   art   which   so   much   influenced    Mr 
Barton  i/thTforr-ation  of  his  library.   The  peculiar  strength 
of  this  general    1         '       nt  lies  also  m  the  drama  ;    while 
Trench  next  to  Ki,  ,      .    .  the  language  in  which  the  coUector 
,^ook  the  meat  interest." 
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1  i.'-  i-.\j,i  sUiuu  i 


iniuttl  (iazf^tt 


iULV 


1  i«  anioDK  Its  objects  of  intertst'a  coll«cti'Mi  of 
'  -.  :i  '--raphs  and  mauuHcnp«B  rarely  s.^en 
E...  :;,.  I.  i.  ibtof  aJl  in  an  exiitbitioj  of  in.xlern 
arts  aid  ludoairieii.  The  most  uoticeable  are  tbe 
fol!o«iLig: — 

No  1  U  a  Latin  manuscript  on  pap«r,  dated  130i;, 
called  Ars  Oenerjlis,  Ultima,  flne'y  written  in  black! 
wub  cai  iials  iu  red,  with  diagrams  an  J  volvelle  on 
velJum.  LniH,  suroamed  the  EnliRhtenod  l>ort<.r, 
WIS  born  lu  Frilma,  m  Majorica,  about  1235.  la  or- 
•  lor  t.i  jifuTe  ihf  mv.'teries  of  faith  were  not  op- 
I  <  <l  to  reason,  he  iH>roiKt!-ed  the  treatise  or 
1  'i.dt.MlwfAisLullI,"  m  which  ab.i  he  pre- 
u  I  lU't  loenable  any  one  mecbauicallv  to  iuveot 
armiujei.ts  and  iihu^iratious  upon  any  subject,  aiii 
thus  u.  reach  the  summit  of  science  at  %  small  ex- 
!  ense  of  time  and  lalx)r:  but  ace  inlin-j  to  llallam. 
If  was  an  "Idle  and  Iraudulent  attempt  to  tiubsti- 
tute  trick  fur  science." 

No.  2  iH  a  inauuscri|>t  on  veUr.ra.  dated  H20.  the 
title  of  which  18  JJrevUrunn  Huiuauuni  cum  Calen- 
tiano.  It  lb  A  very  thick  iMmo  volume,  with  capi- 
tals and  l)oider>  iJliiininateu  in  piid  and  color<, 
and  several  hundred  initiaU  in  red  and  blue.  .Ac- 
cording to  a  note  Itearinu  date  Iftsl.  '-Soruituiu  in 
nionasiario  in  quo  vixit  Thomis  a  Kenipi^," 
though  Thon.as  la  not  cretlJteit  with  the  authoi- 
sliip.  .No.:?.  Manu&cript  on  vellum,  dated  !«'<: 
AL>mo  (Nieol:;i  de)  Suitiilcuientom  .Summap  Pi-jan- 
ellae— A  nms-t  tteautiful  manu:*onpt  on  tiic  pure«t 
veliuro.iu  ssiiialHiothic  cbar;icter,  with  rerv  ele- 
gant ornamental  letters  ui  reJ  and  blue"  luK. 
••Written  ai  our  place  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Anije!:*, 
cnnmonly  calle.1  Ht.  AuKeU,  144S,  .November  a8th.' 
The  woik  IS  arrsuae.l  in  the  form  ot  a  dictionarv. 
fr<  m  A  to  Z,  lorming  a  complete  course  of 
theolo;<y. 

No.  5.  3Ianuicrint  on  %-e!ltun.  witbont  date  (IJth 
century).  Livre  d^lleurc^ :  A  beauUful  and  tluely- 
wiitfcn  manuscript  in  Gothic  character,  with  live 
illuminated  miniatures  excjuisitely  painte^l,  an  1 
eleven  capitals  with  florat'.'d  Ixirder:*,  and  numer- 
ous small  capitals  in  golu  and  colors.  No.  6.  Fer- 
feiac  uiaiuiscnpt  on  vellum  paper;  no  date.  Katib 
Khosru  wa  fSbuin— the  Loves  of  Kbosrn  and  Shirlu. 
t>iiCor  the  most  pojiuiar  love  stones  of  the  Eas*. 
\iu  Kaminer  ha*  written  a  (Jcrman  imitation  of 
this  teautitui  i>oeni.  Small  4t<t.  (»ri?inal  leather 
bindine.  No.  8  i?  an  En^rlish  manuscript,  tialecl 
1674.  It  is  a  court  sermon,  .sup|MJse<i  to  have  beeu 
v,riiteu  t>y  Gilleri  Itumet,  Kbbop  of  t«aln»U!ry.  It 
lij  adiJresseti  to  Jame.-*,  Duke  of  Ormood.  In  this 
atldress  the  auihur  says.  "It  wa«  prepare<l  for  his 
•Matiesown hearing. but  tbiiif^s  bavm<r  Intervened 
to  hinder  it  fit  m  being  preacht  before  him, 
ami  being  fit  for  no  other  Ainlitorv,  I  con- 
t>*>e  I  ci;uld  not  hinder  my  self  from 
wif-biig,  lliat,  in  wriieing,  it'  inisiht  not 
'e  foni.d  alU  cether  vuuselulT.  .My  Lord,  there 
-  no  vani'Je  in  the  cxse.  ^lnce  the  Authour'rt  name 
^'lall  for  ever  be  conceal'd."  There  wa**,  of  course, 
no  >):.inaturc,  butin  -  • 
i«  lujorary  handp 
i.n  --  Ks  dated 
\s  i  V  oos<-d  froH„ 
sborlly  iHjIore  that. 

Hanging  upon  th* 


,ce  IS  entere<I  in   a    con- 

••lil  liurtt."    The  ad- 

0th.  IfiH."    The  bishop 

ijilalncy  by  Charles    11. 


.ETTtUS. 
:1  In  the  room 


<levoted    to 


natural  hi.'?ioi.v  and  cj^osities   is    a    large    frame 


couuiiuiuji  a  iollectio^4afaut<.;;raph  letters.  Tlif*' 
were  celected  from  theponWlion  of  K.)bert  Clarte 
of  this  ciiy,  and  arfjflUipeti  with  few  exceptions 
to  prominent  names  lJJ3fftn>li  liUiraiufe  during 
the  la.>*t  o«ntiuy.  IDjr^are  but  a  small  p.irt  of  Jlr. 
Lla!  ke's  ft  hole  collecOon,  bat  yet  each  one  of  them 
has  a  peculiar  valuejsnd,^ interest.  Mr.  Clarke  has 
nine  autograph  letters  an'<VjM>eiu8  of  Kol»ert  Biirus, 
three  of  which  are  on  exhibiti'.n.  The  chirography 
as  well  as  the  sentuuents  of  these  documents  are 
eiuinentiy  characteristic  of  the  great  Sc  >ttish 
bard.  Ihere  is  one  ode,  the  only  piece  he  ever  wrote 
in  reJf rence  to  America,  which,  with  the  exception 
ji  the  last  Btania.  has  never  yet  b»ren  publMhed. 
In  all  foreign  editions  the  rtr«t  three  verses  w.'re 
doubtless  suppresseii  on  account  of  their  disloy- 
alty, which  crops  out  pretty  plainly  from  the  first. 
It  will  hare  a  peculiar  interest  to  the  Amenc.in 
l.uhlic.  and  we  tberelure  publish  it  for  the  flrst 
time  entire: — 

OOE  70B  WABBIXeTOS'S  BIBTHDAT. 

I. 

'  Ni'  »part«n  tul)e,  no  attic  shfl!. 

N")  l.yii-  /4',<i!)an  I  anakr; 
'1 1«  LitHn.> '»  l)olU  note  I  Hwell. 

Mv  JB.irp.  Culuuibta,  let  me  take. 
s«-<-  KBtlierinfT  tboii»«nds,  while  1  »in(, 
A  bioktn  chain,  exulting,  bring 
.\nil  (iacli  U  in  a  t.y  rani's  face! 
.Viul  d..re  Mm  to  his  very  tueartl. 
.\nd  tell  hini,  he  no  more  Ufti«in<d. 

-No  more  the  lienpot  (•:  (.'ohimbia'i  race 
A  tyraiu'c  prvuut-ai  insulut  braved, 
I  bey  shout,  a  People  irctil !    They  bail  an  Empiic  save  I. 

II 
•  Where  la  man's  godlike  form? 
W  1.1  II-  IS  tliat  brow  erect  and  bold. 
I .   t    '  }  ^^  t'lat  tan.  unmoved,  beheld 
I  !.t  vt  ilitt  n  lage.  the  loitde^t  M4B1D, 
lliat  e'er  creatrd  lury  dared  torabe! 

Avannt '  th.  n.  caUlT.  Mfrile,  bnM, 

I  f  ri!  •  t  at  a  Despot's  nxl 

Yit.i:  iirMl«>r  th' intn  HmI. 

<  ail"!  I  Hi  i  '',ii  -'       k  tb' tnsiiitiiif  blow! 

,\11   tl.iU  o<  ? 

1  •.>••!  I .  .i-!i  :.  ivino? 

!       '    -kulkiiiit  1  .  No! 

i  ■  rne.  vt  »  v 


! 

1  -Altrcd.on  tbi 
.Sui rounded  by 
Ihe  bard*  that 

1 

1  i^;ii  hour  « 

iUv  iii*ii 

ilka. 

ii    i 
III 

■111' 

van, 
v  1.  vali.v  of  Han. 

r  Btarrv 

the  in 
f-rM  t;  1 

ttir 

.,  the  patriot  Ivrc, 
u'a  soul  oi  fire, 

.reat  design 

:  lous  deAl 

vaTmg. 

■■  ■^••"-  (amem 
miie, 
-•     '      cviUlins 

mine?" 

--. 

wi; 

.1. . . 

vWtns-" 

■■ 

uel 

ITief,  Calrdonta,  thy 

imong, 
.ren-taaght  M 

■  Wallace  lle« 

i  i-»  dtatli: 
^we«pl 
■  i>. 
oh. 
f>nn, 

i.irm? 

jalhate. 

Mi^RKltl|Kte  r 

Of. 

1 

i  ■ 
I- 

1 

i 

i 

* 
war." 

to  Mrs. 

I^mlop,  dated  from  Castle  Doujla",  25th  .Tun**, 
1TS4.  (>fit  be  writes  to  her:  "I  am  JastgoniK  »o 
tn  uble  jour  critical  patience  with  the  first  sketch 
of  a  atatKa  I  have  been  framing  as  I  pas«ed  alone 
the  ro»d.  Win  subject  is  Liberty;  you  know,  mv 
honored  ftlend,  how  dear  the  tbe-ne  is  to  me.  I 
design  it  as  an  irregTiiar  ode  foi  (ieneral  Washing- 
ton's birthday.  After  having  mentioned  tbe  de- 
generacy of  other  kingdoms,  I  conic  to  Scotland. 
thus;"  Then  follows  the  stanza,  though  with 
some  changes.  Instead  of  the  llUiaud  13th  lines. 
be  tyi*»-i— 

"1p  thlt  the  power  In  fttwdMi'a  war 

That  w*nt  to  t.id  tt»e  battle  rage?" 

rhcn  he  clianjrps  the  last  lines  as  follows: 

••nehold  that  gfi„,  immortal  hate, 

Bra\eu>u-  i,i  Jit  .*>«Tie- 

That  arm  wt  „ng  f,t^ 

t  ni«l!e<l  tti-  ng; 

Otie  Mnenche.)  in  oarknci-j.  lUe  a  unking  star. 
An.i  one  rbe  pabl.rf  wmof  J.rttent.g.powerleM  ajo. 
rSee  Chambcni'  Bonn,  toL  4,  page  :i. 
tARLY  BCK>K9. 

^  ""      parl.v    printed    liooks   are   several 

f «'  :is,  the  tirst  of  wh'eh  was  pnbMshed 

thitix  1.  n,  jears  af»ri  outenberg  aiHi  Faoat  di»> 
i^ivered  the  art  of  printing. 

No.  1.  Lndolphi  Cartlmsiensis.  I.il^r  d««  Vita 
•lesti  (  hristl.    E<ntlo  princeps.      Print«»!l  in  Gothic 

■■►•>"■  ter.    don'''       ^^s,   without    nlgnaturea. 

"^""ISi  n:     wttho'it    printer'* 


The  Bute*  llftll  In  th«  Ereui»ir- 

EAitar  »/  ikt  Utrmi*.  Why  can't  we  lrf«v« 
the  ltat«»  Mall  of  the  Public  Libisrr  «i»ea  iS 
Use  evening?  U  uow  chise)'  at  fi  I'.  M.,  and 
in.nuy  who  wouUi  like  tb«  u«e  ef  it  are  ubh);e4 
to  wokkontil  ilmt  iMur.  ite.'iais,  those  wb« 
M»e  the  Icv.er  ball  foi'*'"  *'"  **  ^ ■  M.)  cannot 
have  a<c-«'i«»  to  lUe  canl»,  on  which  »f«  the 
name*  o:  late  addition*,  bit  they  are  kept  in 
the  ti.iie>  iiaii.  .^^  Ibe  Cn.c»  liaii  owuiaint 
the  bcBi  iKHtks.  lH»th  a»  to  ina  iii»k:  vahie  luxd 
lUitarv  luen*.  iiiat  may  •erie  a»  ai»oU>»T  rvu- 
sou  lor  having  it  opened.  ▲   l£i.AUr.ii. 


PrjiLKJLIBKAHV 
ul  r'ai'.-i.  'tvu.i.  l-iuiit 
!--k;s  •■  ;  :i      ■,  1  .     '11  .     ' 

i 'e!i*r?^i  ft"      •    .   !.«  ^ ^i.  ' '.    % , , 
f>r»-.»eTi  hr  ,"   .■._■■■*      i  ise  <.u(... 
ar-i  MfiiL .  if  i,.  i:;aary.  IK"; 
Iter;.:.       .'.io; ;.  v>f  lUe    \.\, 


'II'  Ml  t  re->id"'nt» 

>.l.-'.  I'  lU  uo* 


Prirfiilon  wMLbail 
•••li  unit* of  miiSf' 
w- V,,  i.lbr«£is»,a 

their  holdei''* 


It?d  an  !>!■ 
dO'J   ir.ji , 

1.1  o;    •  ,  I 

l.'C,»0Jir,2 


at  iUe 

"f  t>i? 


<       . ;  .ii'>nt   u> 

i-i  iiit-ji.i<>'i; 


T  H  E^^Tjy£EJ>^. 

"bATTTRDAy/jANUABY  10.  1874. 

Chanife  of  I.lbrary  Recnlatlons. 
Visitors  to  tbe  rending  room  in  coiiiiection 
with  tbe  Cbarlestown  Public  Library   have  al- 
ways b*«en  struck   with  the   quiet  an<"i  orderly 
manner  with   wbl. 'a   those  wh..  frequent    tbe 
place  conduct  tb'etnaeWes.    On  ibis   account  it 
isBupposeJ  they  bare  been   aJlowetl  tbe  great- 
est hbertv  in  the  uae  of  the  fieriodicala  provid- 
ed for  public  use.     With  annexation  there  has 
come  a  change,  probably  to  cotitorm   to  tbe  ar- 
rangeiuenta  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The 
arrangement   for  some   time    practised  there. 
wa«  niaile  in  consequence   of  tbe  abuae  of  the 
periodical*,   in   cutting  or  marking  them,  to 
remedy  which  a  per.sonal  application  with   th«- 
name  of  tbe  applicant  is  required  on  the  deliv- 
erj  of  tbe  |»erio<lical.     It  may  b  •  that  tbe  aver 
age  of  human   nature  was   lietter  in   Charles-i 
^wn  than  in  Boeton;  if  so  it  was  highly  rred-f 
iUble  to  our  citirens,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
their  human   nature   has  not   been  debased  bvj 
annexation.     It  may  be   uecewuiry  to  have  the 
conditions  of  all  the  branches  corr-apond  with 
those  of  the  principal  library,  but  this   cbanee 
is   in  itself    an   unpleasant    rftiection.     There 
are  those  who  have   never  been  willing  to  a'^k 
for  a  periodica)  at   tbe    Public  Library  in  U-.s    I 
ten  since   tbe   change    wa*   made,  an«l   it  tiiay 
work  tb«  same  eflW-t  here.     If  there  is  no  'T'"..!  | 
i«aiion   for  a  change   in   the   regulations  here 
other  than  that  suggested,   it   is   objectionable 
on  account  of  the  inconvenience  to  readers,  not 
to  say   anything  of  the   increa*ed   expense  in 
the  necessity   for  an   additional  attendant  to 
deal  out  the  periodicals.     It  often  happ^'ns  that 
a  person  has  but  a  short   time  to  spend  in  the 
T^ing  room,  too  short  to  read    simply  r»>r  the 
M»ke  of  reading,    and    not   wishing    to  lie  con 
fined  to  any  one   peri«xiical.   however   ix.pular 
or  good,  with   tbe    privilege  of  handling  all  ..f 
thetn.  might  turn    over   half  a  dOJien    without 
being  confined  long  to  either,  and  be   salisficH 
with  such  a  cursory  peru.«al.     To  call  for  ea>  b 
one    of   them     separately,    without   knowing 
wbetber  it  is  desirable  to  spend  much  time  on 
either,  would  not  be  altogether   pleaaant,  even! 
though   it   is   known  that  it  is  tbe  basinea«  of 
the   attendant  to  make   the    exchanges.      Asj 
good  a«  tbe  popular   periodicals  may  be,  tWi 
arp  none  t)f  them  to  suit  tbe  taste  of  every  oni 
in  treading     them     entire,   providing  there   i» 
abumlance  of  time  in  doing  sc». 


I 
I 


I 

I 

fl 


The  work  IS  arrai^  ..fm  ,,H'.^.,'n  /  *"'.'*/  """'■ 
tbcolofor.  '   **"*"'"«  a  comi.letc    course    or 

mi  i.iLted   mn.    fn  '  '•"""^•chaiacu.r,  with  tiv« 
OU8  8  nan'camt Jl«    .  """i^t^*^  h'^rdoi^,  and   nun.«r- 

1(74     Ft  1«  -i^onif  u^°   KnjrliHli  manuscript,  .late.l 
V  ntteu  t,v  anC  •?""'*"  •  s"PI'«««^'«  to  have  |>een 

Hiiai   lor  over  Iw  conccara."    Th.-re  wux.of  fourxp 

Zn\^ZVi::,l!:iN}'JS2Ji^^'  'f. «»U,re'r'ia  ^'con': 
umuurary,  UAu.i   tj^-^mmmr,    -Gi  JJiirtt."     Thead- 


tJi 


|<»tli.  Itl7l."    The  hishoi) 
ij'laiiioy  by  t'liarles    ij. 


of  tills  city,  ariii  ar'i' 
to  iiroimneiit  names 
tlic  last  oentHiy,    1 
Claike's  wliole  collec 


timporary  hand 
dress  is  dated  "i., 
was  deiiosed  froai 
shortly  before  tha 

Ai;To<»i|YTarrrjrni;ic.s 

HaiiKing  upon  the^Uji  i„  the  room  .levotcd  t,, 
nauual  h.»toryauu  Ci^riosit.es  is  a  laS  Jrau^e 
containinfi  a  <:oUeetioSafaut.)-rai)h  lerter-  ThnV 
w^ei^e  .electe,i  fram  thTp?Tl>.i.,rn'!rcdS 

ned  Willi  tew  ejcceptiona 
in.sli  llteratuf-e  durinis 
e  but  a  small  part  of  Mr. 

-  -'"'ii  but  yet  each  one  of  them 

has  a  peculiar  value^nd  interest.    Mr.  Cla?ke  hw 

three  of  which  are  on  exhibitiun.  The  chiro-'ranhv 
aswel  a8ihe«ent,meuisor  these  docu.ne  us  are^ 
einineiitly  characterustio  of  the  great  BottUh 
bard.  Ihere  is  one  ode,  the  on'y  piece  he  ever  wrote 

ol  the  last  stanza,  has  never   yet  been  imhlnhed 
in  all  loreign  editions  the  ttrst"^  throe    verses    were 
doubtless  suppressed  on  account  of   their    disloy- 
alty, which  crops  out  pretty  plainly  n„:.j  the  first. 
It  will  have  a  peculiar  interest   to    the   Ainencru 
r.m2"n?/rc:-  ^'■''*"'' ^*"^"*^    ''    '"''    '"«    flrH" 

ODE  FOR  WASIUKOTOK'S  BIKTHDAV. 
I. 

'•No  Spartan  tube,  no  at  Lie  shell 

Ho  lyif  A'.ulian  1  awake; 
'1  is  LilK-rty's  IjoUl  note  1  nwcII 

M  V  hai|),  Columbia,  let  me  take. 
.Sw  Katheilng  thousands,  while  I  binL' 
A  biokcnebaln.exulilnsj,  brinir 
And  danh  it  in  a  t^rani'H  laco! 
And  <!;o('  bim  lo  hit*  very  beard 
And  tell  Imn,  be  no  nioii-  Ib feared 

-No  more  tlie  DcHpoi  ol  Coltimljia'*  race 
A  ly rant's  jnoiidegi  inguUx  braved 
■1  bey  shout,  a  People  freed  I    They 'hall  an  Emiilre  aavel. 

11 
"Where  in  man's  gwlliko  fonn? 
\V  lieu!  i.s  tlmt  blow  erect  and  bold, 
'lliat  eye  tbut  ean,  iiiiinoved,  behold 
I  be  wildmt  lufe.  I  be  loudest  utorni, 
1  bat  e  er  c  icaled  lurv  dared  to  rainu ' 

A  vaunt!  then,  catiir,  wsrvile,  base, 

lliat  tienibhsl  at  a  Desiiot't*  iumI. 
Yet,  croiiclunK  under  tb'  iron  rod, 
raiiHi  laud  ibe  aim  that  stiuek  tb'  Insulting  blow! 
Art  tboii  of  iiiaii'r*  imperial  hue  ? 
Dost  boast  that  eounienun-je  divine? 
KhcIi  skulkiiiK  feature  unswd-,,  So'. 
I.ul  come,  ye  hoiih  of  IJberly, 
<  oluiiibiaV  oflNpiliiii,  brave  a.i  free, 
111  oanKn's  bom  Kiill  llaniliiKiii  the  van, 
^  e  know  and  daie  niaiiilaiii  I  be  l{oyali.y  of  ilan. 

"A bred,  on  tbv  starrv  tbrone, 

NniioiUided  b.y  Ibe  tuneful  cboir, 

I  be  ImidH  ibat  eiht  have  struck  tbe  patriot  Ivrc 

And  roiisid  the  fr.e  t.orn  Hilton's  soul  oi  (he, 

No  more  iby  K.ixlaiid  own. 
I 'are  injim  d  nation.-  i..riii  ibe  ^reat  deslxn 

'li.  mate  d(  leKled  lyiaiits  bleed? 
Tl  y  LiiKland  exeeiaieM  the  kIoiI  ms  deiMI 

lieneaib  her  b.tHile  bannerw  waviuK 

I*..!  ly  jiaiig  ol  lioiioi  bruviiuf, 
Kii>;landin  thunder  calls    '  fbe  lyianl's  eauHC  is  mine?' 
)  bat  boiir  uecurst,  how  did  llie  (lend'.i  rejidee, 
And  bell  tbro'  all  tier  conllnes  artise  tbe  eAjOlinn  vOi'rt  — 
'I  bill  bour  wbleli  i5awiiim{«?neiirti»  KiifcllKh  name 
Liiiki  wRh  Biich  damned  deeds  of  everlaut'.ng  »haine.' 

IV. 

•"Ibee.  Caledonia,  thy  wild  beaths  amonff. 

Famed  b.r  ibe  mariial  deed,  the  beavcu-taugbt  song 

'lo  Ibee  I  luin  with  Hwiminlng  c^  Cb.  ' 

Wbeieji-tba.  soul  oi  Kreedoni  tied ? 
iiiiniin>rlrd  witb  tbeniiu'btv  Dead  I 

lieiualli  Ibat  hallowed  turf  where  Wallace  lies! 
Ihar  It  imt.  Wallace,  in  tby  bed  of  dtatb! 

Ye  babbling  wind«  in  Rilence  ^wceJ^; 

I)lhtiiib  not  ye  tbe  Hero's  hieep, 
Noi  Blve  Ibe  coward  etrret  breal.b. 
I_H  Ibis  the  ancient  Caledonian  fomi, 
Finn  a8  her  nnk,  re^if^tll■gH  a«  bcr  storm'/ 
Sbow  ine  Ibat  eye  wblcb  shot  liiimoit^batc, 

Show  me  it 

Uraved  U: 

Dark  qu 

Numwrt 
Thai  i>al!<l 

Ihe  last  staiifiT  was' 


ig  fate, 


war.  ' 
to  Mrs. 


i^lu'"}';;^.1"h^'^  fro™  Ca»tl«  I>»»isla..  28th  .June, 
liS^.Of  it  he  writes  to  her:  "I  am  Just  iroinir  to 
trouble  your  critical  j-atienee  with  the  first  sketch 
of  a  stania  I  have  been  franilna  as  [  pas-*ed  alonir 
the  JoafJ.  Ihe  suiijeet  is  J.ilK'rty:  you  know,  mv 
honored  friend,  how  dear  the  theme  .9  to  me  I 
i^^'^.'^V/^lV"  irreeiilar  ode  for  (ieneral  Washiii«- 

E  .?''^.?/  "''V;,  '«"'K<'"n'S.  I  come  to  Scotland, 
i^  J  ..  ^•"^"  follows  the  stanza,  thouuh  with 
some  changes.    Instead  of  the  11th  and  l.Jth  lines. 

"Jt* 'his  the  power  In  iVeedom'H  war 
That  went  to  bid  tbe  battle  rage?" 
Then  he  chanues  the  last  lines  as  follows: 
"Behold  that  eye  which  abot  Immortal  hate. 
Bnive  u>uri.ntion'»  h<ddp«t  dating; 

i",.."fTi^K    ■i'"*'»'V'''  "'"» thundering  fate, 
<  I nsbod  the  despot's  nroude»t  bearing; 
One  ipienrbed  In  darkness  IUp  «  ilnkinii^lar. 
And  one  »he  paL-iid  arm  of  tottering,  powerless  a?e.' 
rsee  Chamberb'  Burns,  vol.  4,  page  71. 
.„  „  EAItLY   nO'lKS. 

1  ^1    .        '^    *""   ^«'"'y    I'Hnted    lK>ok9    are   several 
choice  Bpeeimens,  the  first  of  which  was  puhlS 

e  v.^*e  i"t"h»  !t?",  **"^'  t'Ulenberg  an.l  fraust  dis- 
covered the  art  of  printing. 

w?V  1;^  M"*''i'''!"  t'arthusiensls.  Liber  rte  Vita 
.Tesu  (  hristi.  K.litlo  prineeps.  Printcl  in  Gothic 
character,   double   columns,   without    siU attires; 

«fmJ«  '"J^"'    "/   Pajrinauon;     withotit   printer  s 
natne  or  place,  but  with  date  1474     It  is  supposed 
to  have  l>een   printed  by  Henry  K.'Eest4>vn    it  at 
S^r»'"»  (f  t"sbJ,urp).    B,^„nd  nfoldealf!?eba.'ked 

infancy  of  printine:.  and  up  u,  the  time  of  the 
Kelormation.  the  "  Vitarhri'ti'  of  Ludolph  «t  8ax- 

""f^^^o'^  ""^,"'  *''r  ""'*"^  popular  lionks  in  Europe. 
No. '2  IB  a  Latin  Hible  in  the  vuleat*.    It  is  also 

ii.'"J*T  «,1  **'^*'**  '^"**'"<  *n  double  columns,  the 
opitals  filled  in  with  red  and  blue  inks;  401  ,  urn 
bered  leaves.  7  unnumbered.  Royal  fldio,  in  the 
Ktl'i  „;'"v  ^•"a':«'"'  '^'th  «tamjmi  piur  skin  back. 
rrint<«d  at  Nuremburg.  by  Anthony  O.burger  (or 
Kol-er^er),  1478.  He  was  perhaps  tfie  most  exte,  ! 
Jive  prnifer  of  ,he  tlftecnth  century.  He  is  naid  to 
l.'^^*^.  I  twenty-two  presses  and  one  hundred  men 
constant  y  at  work  at  >ureinberir,  besi  les  furnish- 
.\i'^'  ««'""«  ''"■  P'"*'^'"'''  «t  I»asle,  Lyons.,  and  other 
places.  He  printed  thirtwn  etiitlons  of  the  Bible 
twclr?  Ill  Latin  and  one  in  t.erman.  ' 


SATURDAY.  JANUARY  10.  1«74. 

ClinnK«  of  library  K^jitilatlons. 

Visitors  to  the  reading  room  in  connect i.ii 
with  the  Charlestown  Public  Library    have  al- 
ways been  struck   with  the   qu^'t   nnri  orderly 
manner  with   which  those  '.vho  frequent   tlif 
place  conduct  themselves.    On  this   account  it 
is  supposed  they  liavo  been   allowed  the  great- 
est liberty  in  the  use  of"  the  |»eriodicAl8  provid- 
ed for  public  use.     With  annexation  there  has 
come  a  chantje,  probably  to  coiilorm   to  the  ar- 
raneeraents  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The 
•rranireinent   for   some   time    practised  there, 
was  made  in  consequence   of  the   abuse  of  the 
periodicals,  in  cutting  or  marking  them,  to 
remedy  which  a  personal  application  witli   the 
name  of  the  aiiplicant  is  required  on  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  periodical.    It  may  b'j  that  tbe  aver 
age  of  hutnan   nature  was   better  in   Charles- 
town  than  in  Boston;  if  so  it  was  highly  cred-l 
itable  to  our  citizens,  and  it  is  lo  be  ho|>ed  that  J 
their  human   nature   has  not  been  debased  bv 
».inexation.     It  may  be   necessary   to  have  the 
conditions  of  all  the  branches  correspond  with 
those  of  the  principal  library,  but  this   ciianue 
is  in  itself   an   unpleasant    reflection.     Thert- 
are  those  who  have    never  b*'en   willinp:  to  ask 
for  a  periotiical  at   the    Public   Library  in  Bos- 
ton  since   the   chanire    was   niaile,  and   it  may 
work  the  same  etlect  here.     If  there  is  no  gooil 
reason    for  a  chanee   in    the    regulations  here 
other  that!  that  suKgested,    it   is   objectionable 
on  account  of  the  inconvenience  to  readers,  not 
to  say   anything  of  the   iticreased    ex|>ense  in 
the   necessity   for  an   additional   atten<lmit  to 
deal  out  the  periodicals.     It  ofUMi  happens  that 
a  pers(»n  has  but  a  short   time  to  spend  in  the 
reatling  room,  too  short  to  read    simply  for  the 
sake   of  readinji,   and   tiot   wishing   to  be  con- 
fined to  any  <me   ]»entnlical,   however   popular 
or  Kood,  with   the   privilege   of  handling  all  ut 
them,  might  turn   over   half  a  dozen   without 
beioe  confined  long  to  either,  and  be   satisfied 
with  such  a  cursory  perusal.     To  call  for  eai  li 
one    of   them     se[»arat«Iy,    without   knowmu 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  sfiend  much  time  oii| 
either,  would  not  be  altosethcr   pleasant,  even 
though    it   is   known  that  it  is  the  business  nil 
the   attendant  to  make   the    exchanges.      Asl 
good  as  the  popular    i»eriodicals  may  be,  therel 
are  none  of  them  to  suit  the  last*'  of  every  oiie[ 
in  Ireading     them     entire,   pnividing  there 
abundance  of  time  in  iloing  so. 


[S 
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Bo0ton  Jotttnol. 

THURSDAY  EVENING.  JAN^9. 1874=. 

City  Halt  Note*. 

It  I.  propo>.ed  to  .=oatiaue  the  Myotic  Wutor  Board  oh 
an  indn>«'n'l<'"l  organization  for  the  present.  Uu-  re- 
ceiptM  uf  thi«  branch  puy  tho  ann.ml  exiK-a.o.«  u.ul  some- 
thing more,  and  it  m  thought  it  may  be  wi.sc  to  ^eep  ai. 
the  present  sysliim.  . 

An  eulargemcut  of  the  Public  Liinary  w  talked  of, 
to  nicet  tho  dcmandH  of  this  rapidly  inoreaHinsj  Iil>rary, 
which,  in  intrinsic  value,  iH  said  to  be  unsurpassed  by 
any  institution  of  the  libul  it.  this  country.  It  ls  pro- 
posed to  build  up  tlie  towers  in  the  rear.  Tho  Harton 
Collection  luvs  i.roved  to  be  far  more  valuable  tb*»u 
was  anticipated.  — . 


""bATURDAY.ItANPABY  24.  1874. 
CHAULEsTbTbYRAI^I EDI'IOR. 


THE  PUBLIC  LIBRAKT. 


I  The  New  Slip  System    I.lnt  of  Periodicals  Kept 
lu  thelteadinK  Kooni. 

As  the  patrons  of  the  Public  Library  becotne 
I  belter  acquainted  with  the  new  method  of  de- 
liv.Ting  books  to  borrowers,  and    understand 
that   the   labor  of  the   att^rdanti  is  h<rbtened 
wbilf,  at  the  same  time  the  delivery  of  books  is 
gieiMlv   facilitated,  thoy.  generally    speakinsr, 
Kracef.iUy  c    -form   to  the  new  regulations,  al- 
tbouah   some   who  look  at  the  cliange  in  the 
bubt'^of  a  "red  tape"  system,  declare  that  they 
will  n..t  avail  themselves  of  .he  library  because 
I  of  the  extra  trouble  to   which  tbey  are  subject- 
ed     The  system   is  the  same   as  that  at  the 
main   library  in   Boston,  and  is   the   resu U  of 
.-^ver-il  years'  experience.     By  it  books  that  are 
not   ret.^n.ed   ii/ tbe    specifled    t.me     become 
known  to  the  librarian   the  very  hrs     «Uy  t  ev 

wiU     X   eneiice    no    inconvenience    from     the 
rin  ?v3tem     and     for    their    convenience    a 

bu?let?u'is''bein,    Pr^^-'beTs^'^'f   Til    a^S^ 

L'.in    the    names    and    numbers    ot    at  .»<>"' 

tioos   to   t  e   librarv   since   the  list  ednion  of 

the  catalogue  was  print^-d.   At  the  end  ot  every 

quarter,  bulletins  confin.n-   the   add.lmns  f^ur 

the  .  r.vious  three  months  will  be  printed    Ihe 

'times  «ilt  contain  the  additions  as  heretofore, 

Ifrom  nu,mli  touioatb.  librarv 

The    readii.K    '»"'"    a"^^^''^.  ^/! '^  iS  T) 
I  will    be   open   every   Sunday    fr.-m   J     until   . 
o'clock    r  M.     Last  Sunday  was  the  hrst  iruii 
of  th^s'iie'w   experiment,   and   Dr    Cartee  i.i- 
ll.rmi  u"  that  it  was   attended    with  the  most 
t^LctorV  Jesuits.     During   the   ^  ternoon  51 
inersonV    vi.ited     the    room,    one    lady    be.n^r 
'SmonAbe  number,  and   m  ditierent   periodi- 
V^lyVxl  called  for.     With  the  ^">"^?;"'r"V,' 
s  portion  of  the  l.bra-y  there  W'll  ^/"^^J^ 
be  an  increase  in   the   number  ot  Sunday  MSi 
»ll^^  til  the  reading  room.  .     ,    ,  ,    , 

'"The  ibUowin,  is  a  list  of  ^^e  perimi.cals  kj,.. 
in  the  readinc  room,  a  number  having  b.  tu 
Inlded  since  the  library  became  a  branch  ot  the 

Boston  Library:  aii:.,o     All    the    Year 

Advocate  ot     Peace.  Aldine.  All   the     le.ir 
lUnmd.    American    AKricultur..«t,     Amenca 
[Lsturical  Uccoid    A «a«r,caii. Journal    ot    be, 
»nce   and   Arts,    American  Natuali-t,  Appu 
ton's  Tournal.  Army  and  .Navy   ;V'y»i\'',,.^,^ 
.lournal.  I-ondon,  Atlanne    .Monthly,  Bal'   i  s 
MonihlY    Bibl.otheca  Sacra,  Blackwood  s  Mag- 

aine      London,     British     ^"^^'r'lvw'YlIik' 
Builder.  London,   t  athobc  ^Vorld     New  Wk 
Cban.ber>*H  .lournal.  Lm.lon.    <-*>"^*''^V  n,.ar 
ISM  r   Church  and  State,  ConRreaational  Quar-  I 
terly.  Co"t,,nporary    Rev.ew,   I^>»''-;^,.  ^";"- 
Mll  Magazine.  lA,nd,.n,    «  onKressional  Uec.  r   . 
Dviicbts  .'-urnal    ..f   Music.    Bos  on      Kd .  . 
burch  Review.    Educational    Monthly.    Kvery 
I  S  turdav.  Folio.  Fortnijihtly  Hev.ew.  I^mdon. 
lvra.ie;'s''Maaaz.ine.  Ix,mlon,  Oaiaxy     (,^.    e- 
nians     Maiiazine,    L.ndon,     t"'tJ«'.v  %  »^<'V  s 
1  uok   Good  Words,  Lnidon.  Graphic,  L*m.lon 
a  ,'s    . ournal    of'  Health.     "^rp^r'\  »^^*;- 
arper's         MontbW.         Harper  s       \V  eekly. 
"Jr  b      and       Home,       l»>ustrated      I..n^o« 
News,      Indenendent.      New      \ork.       Inter 
national     Kev.ew,      New      ^ork      Lesbe  .    ..- 
lustra.ed       Newspaper,       I^'VP'"^""  %  JS 
,/ine    Littell's    Liviue   Aue,    Ixjudon  Society, 
cmillan's  Magazine.  I.mdon    Manu  a^turer 
;u,d  Buiblor,  Methodist  tiuaru>rly  l^«v.ew.  N.^- 
t.on     New  York,    Nature.  l»ndon    New  tng- 
„"      Hist  ruuil    and    GenealoLMCal     Item^ter. 
Nrth  American    Heview,   O*!! '^"«'   ^':*'    l*':, 
,on    Our  Boys   an-i  tHrls.    Dliver   Ont.cs.Our 
lumb    Aniu.als,   Overhuid   Monthly.   I'c.pular 
.<re«oeMonthlv',  New    York,    I'ract.c.l  Maga 
^  ,  e.  L>ndon.    I'unch,   London.  (Marterly  I  e- 

v,ew,  I^.ndon,  lUligunis  M^^^^^''",*"' •  JT*'" 
Nicholas,  Scientific  American  ocnbner  .- 
Momhlv,'  Spectator.  T^>ndon.  Sunday  «^t  ";"«;) 
London.  Sunday  Macaz.ne.  Ixmdon.  Lnit.d 
!;  .:!,"'at,ut  ()itice:  ()l«c.ai  Gazet-e.  Lmver- 
saii^t  Quarteily,  Boston.  Westminster  lieview. 

T)n'l'be  tables  copies  of  the  followinfr  news- 
i.aiK  IS  are  p  ac^d  as  soon  as  received:  Lorn*"" 
baliv  News.  New  Yo.k  Post.New  York  Herald  . 
Sew  York  Times,  New  York  Tribune  and  >ew 
Vork  World. 


[From  the  Boston  Daily  Aflvertiser,  Feb.  4,  1874.] 

At  tlie  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  proprietoi-s  of  tlie  Allienmun,  the  library  committee  reported 
'  that  580  |>a*re.s  of  the  cataloiruc  had  been  printed  durinLj  the  year  187;J,  in  addition  to  the  nixty  ]»age8 
printed  in  1>*7"2,  ih*-  total  hcin^  iimrc  th:in  oiu'-lifth  of  thr  Asork.  We  ha\t.  no  doubt  that  the  proj»rie- 
tors  were  ghul  to  hear  the  rt  port  of  their  eonnnittee.  They  have  bein  Mailing,  patiently  or  imjiatiently, 
through  a  tolerably  long  series  of  years,  for  tlie  j»romise  of  a  catalogue  to  be  fulfilled.  They  knew  that 
a  good  deal  of  time,  labor,  and  money  had  been  ex|'ended  upon  it  ;  that  cataloguers,  male  an<l  female, 
had  eome  and  gone  ;  that  announcement^  of  jtrogi'ess,  oi"  ((trnplelion,  of  readiness  fur  the  press,  had 
been  repeated  ;  and  they  kne\s  also  that  tiu'V  had  no  (•tlur  complete  catalogue  than  the  separate  and 
disjointed  strips  which  had  been  insecurely  attached  to  the  insecure  sheets  of  sundry  loose  and  unwieldy 
volumes. 

What  they  now  have  before  them  is  very  dillerent  ;  the  clear,  well-printed  pages,  containing  au- 
thors and  subjects  under  the  first  letters  of  the  alphabet,  with  full  cross-references,  and  detailed  lists  of 
the  contents  of  collections,  the  whole  arrange<l  in  a  jierfeetly  intelligible  order,  and  throwing  op»en  the 
treasures  of  this  great  library  as  they  have  never  belore  been  opened  to  its  proprietors  or  fretpienters. 
This  happy  result  is  due  in  j>art  to  the  earlier  laborers  uj»on  the  catalogue,  an<l  particularly  to  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  K.  Lowell,  whose  work  was  one  not  only  of  fidelity  and  intelligence,  but  of  love,  for  which 
he  deserves  to  be  long  remembered.  ]iut  the  chiif  credit  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  present  librarian, 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Cutter,  who  took  charge  of  the  catalogue  at  a  critical  moment  in  its  )>reitaration,  and 
gave  it  the  shaj»e  and  character  by  which  it    will  be  distinguished,  b()th  bibliograi'hically   and   practically. 

Tlic  service  which  this  work  is  capable  of  rendering  to  the  Athenaimi  an<l  its  readers  has  been 
tested  by  daily  experience  during  many  months.  This  is  the  best,  because  the  most  searcliing  and  con- 
tinuous, test,  and  having  been  met  successfidly,  may  be  regarded  as  <lecisive  of  the  consideration  which 
the  catalogue  deserves.  If,  however,  it  is  dotd»ted,  as  the  indulgent  fondness  of  a  library  for  its  own 
bantling,  then  it  may  be  at  on.c  eonlinrud  by  the  opini<»ns  of  excellent  ju<lges  altogether  disconnected 
with  the  Athenft'inn.  I^fr.  Vinton,  of  the  Princeton  College  Library,  says:  "No  book  known  to  me  is 
likely  to  be  of  more  use  in  my  bibliograj-hical  labors  here."  Mr.  Trundndl,  of  the  "Watkinson  Library  at 
Hart tbrd,  writes  that  "the  system  of  cross-references  adopted  will  make  it  invalualile  as  a  subject  index." 
Mr.  AVinsor,  of  the  Jioston  I'ul.li.-  Ijbrary,  sa}s  "I  am  free  to  ackiM.w  ledLfe  that  1  consider  it  the  best 
|>rinted  catalogue  extant."  iSIr.  George  Kichul^,  the  well-known  proof-reader  and  criti/  «»f  Camlnidge, 
remarks  that  "there  can  \.v  l)ut  one  opinion  with  regard  to  it. —  that  of  warm  and  admiring  apj»roval 
in  every  particular."  In  fact,  the  catalogue  is  welcomed  by  bibliographers  and  men  of  letters,  far  and 
near,  -with  a  eonliality  th;it  e.in  but  increase  as  it  gots  o'n  to  cnm]»letion.  an<l  that  a'.M'ady  shows  the 
ierviv  wliieli  it  can  do  biyond  the  iiniiis  ,.t  iIk-  single  library  for  which  it  has  been  prepare<l.  Libra- 
ries are  no  more  i.s«>lated  than  liooks  themselvi  -.  The  good  done  in  any  <.ne  of  th<  n»  sj.reads  to  the 
rest,  and  beyon.l   tin    k -t    to  the  great  community  of  scholars  ami  readers  evervwhere. 

It  remains  only  f"r  the  jtroprietors  to  provide  for  the  uninterrupted  printinL--  <.i  tliis  c.itahigue 
until  it  is  coniphtcd.  Tli<-  <■>>•-{  i>  l.irge,  but  no  lander  than  is  consistent  with  .strict  economy,  and  not 
too  large  to  be  n  pai<l,  an-l  more  than  repaid,  in  the  increased  efficiency,  and  therefore  increased  useful- 
ness, of  the  library,  which  it  makes  known  as  it  has  never  been  known  before,  either  by  friend  or  by 
stranger.  We  heartily  congratulate  the  proprietors  of  the  Athenaeum  on  this  great  accession  to  their 
resources. 


^■^i/^;.:^  ' 


I 


FURTHER   EXTRACTS    FROM    LETTERS. 

Mr  TRomuTL.  — "I  am  glad  to  see  tliut  you  are  inukin^'  so  croo.l  i.rogross  while  doing  the 
work  80  *thorou*rhly.  Wlien  the  catfUo-uc  is  completed,  no  librMrian  in  the  country  can  afford  to  bo 
without  it  for  the  system  of  cross-references  whicli  you  have  a^lopted  will  make  it  invaluable  as  a 
subject-indL.  Looking  through  the  pages  already  printed,  I  am  surprised  t.)  iind  thatlhc  Athomemn 
possesses  so  many  rarities  unknown  to  the  public.  In  the  last  proot-shp  1  see  the  t.tlc  ot  (..  l.ulke- 
lev's  -The  People's  ri<dit  to  election,  ctc„  in  Connecticut  argued,"  lM.il.,  KiSD,  one  ot  the  scarcest  ot 
the  Connecticut  tracts/  When  1  reprinted  it  in  ibe  lirst  volume  ot  our  Historical  Society's  CoUec- 
tions  I  coubl  not  U'.uu  that  there  were  n...re  tbMi,  1  uo  e.q.ies  ot  the  ong.nai  n.  this  cmntry,  and 
I  did  not  suspect  that  th.-re  w:.s  a  third  in  tbe  AtluMnenn..  I  doubt  it  tlure  ,.  ou.'  ol  your  pro- 
prietors  to  whom  the  .Mtalogue  will  not  make  similar  nvelations  ibr  to  m11  students  the  cross-reler- 
ence:3  and  the  sulyect-titles  are  ineomparably  more  valuable  than  tb.-  uure  <-:dalogu(>  ot  titles  or  ot 
anth.ors." 

Mr  NionoTS  —"There  can  be  hut  one  opinion  with  regard  to  your  admiraldc  catalogue,— that 
of  warm'and  admiring  approval  in  every  particular,  both  of  pl:m  and  execution;  the  execution  chal- 
len.dn-  criticism;  the  plan  combining  the  best  features  of  the  best  works  of  its  class,  with  teatures 
of^uaT-ked  fehcitousncss  of  its  own,  and  together  placing  it,  beyond  n'.ostion,  ut  the  very  head  of 
the  poi.ular  catalogues  of  the  d.-.y.  With  such  an  auxiliary  for  the  di.pl:.y  and  utih/ing  ot  its 
Btorel    the   value    of  the    Athenauim   to   its   pn.prietors    must   obviously    Ik-    enbaueed    .mmeasurably. 

'"The  Athenaeum,  as  it  has  long  been  my  good  fortune  to  know,  is  rich  in  rare  works,  some 
ot  them  nearly  or  nuite  unirp.e  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic;  and  1  could  name  important  pnolica- 
tions  which  without  this  aid  could  not,  in  ,>roper  form,  h:.ve  been  issued  from  tb<>  American  press. 
Your  catalogue,  in  bringing  these  ueasmvs  to  light,  I  ne.d  not  say  is  rendering  to  the  cause  of 
iroo.1  letters  a  service  that  will  be  gratefully  re.-ngni/ed  by  sch<.lars  throughout  the  country,  aw.ik- 
enim-  in  many  minds  besi,les  those  of  the  proprietors  an  earnest  desire  for  its  eompht ion,  intensified 
bv  tl.e  consideration  that  when  accomplished,  and  to  the  noble  catalogues  of  the  (".ty  Library,  and 
tlu^  Libraries  of  the  Historical  Society  an<l  Harvard  C\>llege,  is  added  tl.at  ..f  the  Boston  Athemeum, 
rendering  them  substantially  one,  tbe  .-holars  of  this  vieinity  will  l>e  m  the  enjoym.nt  ot  an  api^ira- 
tus  for  "gem.ral  study  wholly  uurivalh-d  elsewhere  in  all  the  United  States,  and  second  only  to  that 
afforded    by   the  great  libraries   of  Europe." 

Prof.   KzKA    .\nnoT,   ol"  Cambridgi',   formerly    Associate    Librarian    of    Harvard    College,    has    also 
said    that,   "take    it   all    in    all,    it    is    the    best    catalogue    ever    printed." 

The  service  whieh  a  catalogue  renders  to  a  library  is  clearly  sh<.wn  in  the  Ibllowing  extract  from 
the  43d  Monthlv  llcport   of  the  SuiK'iint.'nd^nt  of  the  IJoston  r.il.lie  Library  (.Ian.  1S74):  — 

-In  November  it  vxas  reported  that  the  increase  of  use  in  books  of  History,  IJiography,  and 
Travel  -  arising,  it  is  thought,  from  the  new  catalogue  of  th.'  Lower  Hall  in  tbose  .le,,artnients  -  over 
the  .ovrespondn.g  period  ..f  last  year  was  73  per  cent.,  while  the  .-ntire  use  of  the  Lower  Hall  ni- 
creased  only  8  i>er  cent.  During  December  the  relative  increase  was  resj.ectively  over  100  per  cent. 
an<l    7    per 'cent.;    and    during  January   U5  per  cent,    and  0   per   cent." 


Ti.e  ].rintin.^  of  tl.e  letter  C  will  be  finished  during  the  present  month  (Feb.  1874).  The 
work  ^^\\\  then  have  cost  (including  type  and  paper  tbr  the  whole)  *7,S(MI..H»,  of  whieh  *3,^(M..OO 
were  given  by  friends  of  the  Athenauim  in  sums  ranging  from  *1<MMMJ  t<.  |r>.MM)().  The  remainder 
will  .•.>st  between  *13,(KH>.00  and  *HM)00.00,  of  which  *3,000.(M>  is  needed  during  the  present  year. 
The    undersigned    have   bren    appointed    a     committee     to     .oV.cit    further    subserij^tions.      Tiny    earnestly 

.,    .     /  1.    ,.i    .«....♦    ,.(;r,fv    .o,.l    lionoi-   to    the    Librarv.    will     not     be    suff<"red    to   flag   tor 


hope    that   a   work    of     so     great    utility    and    honor   to    tlu-    Library,    will     not     be    suff<.red    to   flag   tor 


want    of  hinds 


(;k(»K(.k  AnnoT  Jamks. 
S.vMi  1.1.  li.  Ckift. 

J\Ml>     A.     l)l  I'KE. 

FwANris  A.  OsnoHX. 

FUANK    p.    AlTLETON. 
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LIBBAU  Y  CA TALOG  UEii. 

The  making  of  good  catalogues  of  books 
may  be  called  an  American  art.  Immensely 
greater  than  ours  as  some  Europern  libraiies 
ar«!,  and  superior  in  learning  to  American  li- 
brariana  as  many  of  the  oflkials  have  been, 
ihey  have  uol  shown  their  superiority  at  this 
point.  Either  they  have  printed  no  cata- 
logues at  all,  or  they  have  contented  them- 
selves with  brief  titles,  often  inaccurate,  and 
soiaetimes  confounding  things  that  ought  to 
be  kept  apart.  Manuscript  catalogues  they 
may  now  have  of  great  excellence;  but  the 
publications  of  their  most  famous  institutions 
thus  far  printed  give  no  satisfying  specimen 
of  what  their  celebrity  led  us  to  expect. 

The  catalogue  of  the  Bodleian    library,  in 
four  folios,  though  the  work  of  generations 
of  scholars,  abounds  with  mistakes.    Its  com- 
pilers were  too  learned  to  take  pains   in  little 
things.  Even  the  volume  pripted  by  the  Brit- 
ish Museum  in  1841  (containing  the  titles  of 
books  written  by  men  whose  names  begin 
with  A),  replete  as  it  is  with  proofs  of  lore 
and  signs  of  care  in  its  treatment  of  ancient 
authors,  jumbles  recent  names  in  a  discredit- 
able manner.    It  is  also    a  aiortifyiug  truth 
that  the  first  of   the  great  American  cata- 
logues belonging    to  recent  years,  the  only 
record  of  what  the  noble  Astor  library   has 
for  the  use  of  students,  is  defaced  by  almost 
every  species  of  error  possible  to  such  a  work. 
It  seems  as  if  great  scholars  were  "blind  with 
"excess  of  light"  to  blunders  which  inferior 
men  avoid  with  anxious  care. 

The  catalogue   is  a  contrivance  for  making 
accessible  the  contents  of  a  library.    But,  un- 
til lately,  catalogues  were  only  lists  of  authors' 
names,  followed  by  titles.    If  a  man  wanted 
information  on  finance  or  ship-building,  or  in 
general  history,  Co   could  never  find  it  by  the 
use  of  these,  unless  he  remembered  who  had 
written  on  these  subjects ;    and  if  he  did  he 
needed  no  catalogue.    For  his  purpose  the 
titles  might  as  well  have  been  ranged  under 
the  names  of  cities  where  the    books  were 
printed,  or  the  years  of  their  publication.  Not 
who  wrote  a  book,  but  what  it  is  about,  is  what 
he  needs  to  know.    Not  so  much  an  alphabet 
of  authors  as  of  subjects,  is  the  best  form  of 
a  catalogue.    The  introduction  of  this  second 
element  constitutes  the    superiority  of  the 
Bostpn  catalogues.    They  contain   both  au- 
thors' names  and  a  list  of    subjects  in  one  al- 
phabet.   They  are  true  dictionaries,  encyclo- 
paedias, not  giving  information,  but  showina; 
where  it  is  to  be  found. 

The  progressive  opening  of  the  Boston  pub- 
lic library— 1858-65,  was  signalized  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  series  of  catalogues,  unexam- 
pled belore  in  respect  to  miiinte  accuracy,  and 
the  liberal  bestowmeut  of  lalor  on  whatever 
might    benefit  the    student.    For    the    first 
time  in  a  catalogue  the  reader  there    found 
tables  of  contents  of  the  separate  publications 
of  authors,  whose  collected   works  were  pos- 
sessed by  the  library.    He  found  also  the  con- 
tents of  those  famous  monuments  of  learning 
with  which   Graevius,  Gronovlus,   Muratori 
and    others  had    illuminated  the  past.    Nor 
had  any  librarian  pushed  his  daring  so   far, 
or   any    corporation    been     liberal    enough 
in  Its  expenditure,  to  venture  on  such  copious 
analyses  as  appear  under    the    names    Great 
Britain,  and  the  United    States;    where  the 
voluminous  documents  of  these  governments 
during  seventy-five  years    are  passed  in  br'.ef 

I  view  to  assist  the  student  of  administration, 
hole  years  of  careful  indexing,  and  months 
of  intelligent  revision,  rendered  those  myriads 
of  figures  possible.     It  is  only  just  to  the  latei 
Charles  C.  Jewett,  first  superintendent  of  the 
Boston  public  library,  to  say  that  to  him  are 
owing  not  only    the    distinctive    features  of 
these  catalogues,  but   their  adoption  by  other 
libraries.      This,  and  the  searching  eyes  with 
which  he  ever  looked  out  for    errors,  influen- 
cing his  associates  and    successors  there  and 
elsewhere,  have  contributed    in  no  mean  de- 
gree to  a  general  public  good. 
I      The  present  superintendent  has  introduced 
features  still  more  novel,  striking,  and  useful, 
into  his  recent  volume,  entitled,  "Catalogue 
"of  books  in  the  lower  hall  belonging  to   the 
"classes  of    history,    biography    and    travpl." 
While  collecting  under  these  and  subordinate 
heads  the  titles  of   books  found  in  that  hall. 
Mi.  Wiiisor  has  not  contented  himself  with  a 
dry    enumeration ;    but    under    the    modest  • 
phrase,  "Notes  for    readers,"  he  has  added    a 
copious  and  elaborate    conspectus    of  the  en- 
tire literature  of  each  subject,    so  far  as  both 
halls  contain  it.    In  doing  this  ho  has  briefly 
set  forth  the  main  characteristics  of  the  books 
I  referred  to,  with  critical  remarks  on  the  mode 
In  which  each  author  has  executed  his  plan. 
Biilliant  examples  may  be  seen  under  Christ, 
Christianity,  Dante,    Egypt,  Painting,  Pales- 
I  tine,  Rome,  United  States.    For  the  younger 
f  or  less  instructed  habitues    of  the  library,  the 
value  of  such  work,  judiciously  done,  is  sim- 
}  ply  incalculable.      Now    that  we  see  it  done, 
I  the  thought  occurs,  this  is  just  what  a  librari- 
I  an  is  for,  to  be  the   "guide,  philosopher,  and 
f  "friend."  o»  ihose  who  ask   for  books:  to  save 
them  from  wasting  time,  and  direct  them  to  the 
true  point  of  inquiry.  The  wonder  Is,  that  no- 
body  has  done  it  before.  The  question  arises, 
,bal  libraiiaii'    '    -h^rr    arc    aboiu?    The 


WEL-UKADlSGASDrinUCUmiA- 

inKS. 

It  mu.t  i>e  confessed   that   such   8t.;t'.nnrs 

,.  ..  have  in  regard  ^o/''-^^^-^/';^^  'f^* 
.rsofbook»,asu   whole  claas,   (if,  indeed 
bey  can  be  rightly  regarded   aB  one  class 
lu  not  tend  to  rai«e'  reading   in  our  eyo    as 
an  occupation,  or  even    lu.    an    acco,„pli.  - 
,nent.     What  degree  of  billiness  and  vulg.  r- 
V  may  be   reached  in   a   "  .tory"   without 
osincattractionto  Isadora    by    the    th<m- 
Handsandtensof  thoUKaiuK   -"^  «J     ^^' 
weekly  publications  in  England   as   w    I  a 
inthi^  country   couHtuntly   show.     But  w 
;::enottogotothesenHationalpre..or 

Htriking  illustration  of  our  t^-'-  .  /      ^  , 
report  of  tbo  Supex-inU-udent   of  the  B  .nt    ' 
Ub.  ..vy,  which  touches  upon  this  mioj.-    . 
.  .  f..fi«  which  are   very   Kigii'b- 

presents  some  fa(  t»  w  "»  " 
cant     Tlio  people  of  Boston  are  probnblN  as 
wl  educated  and  a«  solid  m  thcii  mtcllcc t- 
II  character  as  tho..,   of  any    puce  in  th 
world,    oihcr    th.n    a    German    univcis  t 
Un.     But  from    this  report  it  appears  th 
the,  writer  in  English  prose  fiction  most  in 
fHvor    at    the    Athens    of     Amen.-a     i«    a 
;rvvhosenameisi>rob:a>lyaHunknow^^ 
a   literary   circles  abroad  as  it  is  at  home, 

1  .a  of  whose    "  workK"  we  cmfess  to  knuw- 
Lgonlysomnch  as   comes  from  an  nnsnc- 

eessful  attempt  to  get   through  one  ot    heui. 
T^:  demand  L  the  novels  of  thi^auUior^^ 
„u,ie  than  three  times  a»  great   as  that  fo 
u  George  Eliot's."  five  times  a.  great  as  tha 
for  Ti.ACKEHAV's  and  twelve  times  as  g  ea 
l:tbatforCu.num.KBKONrK'H      An^^^^^^^^^^^ 
fe„.ale  wriierof  the  same  class.  ^^  ^"^ 
ess    ot  Fashion   and  Famine,   a  h<M.k    quite 
worthy  of  it«  name,  enjoys  a  popnhu.ty  ap- 
proaching that  of  the.  prime  favorite,  her 
Lly  Bu.  riors  inthis  resi>ect,  among  writ 
of  the  day,  being,   with  one  exception,  Mi.s 
Mtmi-BACH  and  Mi^s  Buai>i>on 

This    showing    iH    not    poculu.r    to    H.  s- 
ton.      Book-sellers'      trMde-lists,      and     tlu, 
records    of     puMie      libraries     elM-wben- 
Hhnw       a       like       preferen.^        ior         h 
coarse    and    flimsy      productions    of  th 
four  writers.     And  it  is  remarkable  that  tb. 
oreatcstwork  of  pure   fiction  l>n..i"^;;«i   •", 
Tbe    present   generation-"  George    Eliot  s 
Rouu,la-i^  the  least  bought  an.l  re.ul  of  all 
its  author's  works,  and  at   its   fir>t    apper.r- 
ance  noariy  ruined  the  n.aga/ine  .n  which  .1 
wa«    piO^lisbed.     It     u.     difllcuU      ^>      -- 
count  for  such  results.     The  Super...  en.bnt 
<,f  the  Boston  Libran.  Mr.  JusriN  W  inm>h, 
recounts  for   it    in    that    institution  by  sug- 
gesting that   the  level   of  "  George  J^iol  s 
U^telligence   is  too  high   for  any   difterent 
result  in   a   library  where    the  tre<,«enteis 
„re     of      all     cb.sses.      This     seems     more 
near    the    truth    than     it    really    is;     for 
-Ouida,"  who.se  level  of  intelligence  is  simdy 
low  enough  to  suit   the   nieunest   cnpn.  ity. 
who  is  highly   sensational,    and     who   h.^ 
written  more  books  than  "  Ge<.rge  Ehot     v. 
behind  her  more  than  half  way  in  that   U-st 
of  popularity--..     nnu.h.  r  m    books   taken 
out;   while    DiNAii    Mauia    MnocK  (Mrs 
CTAIK,)    wh.we   level    of  intelligcn<-e  is  not 
remarkably  high,  is  the  .me  in^tane.-  anumg 
writers  of  the  day  who  in  thi«  Tf^\^^  *t:.n.lii 
above  Miss    Mtiii.BAru  rimI    M.««    Bkm- 
DOM.     It  worn!.  s*«l  a'«d  ^tTAUiir  WiaX    m  the 
pr«h^  of  i.nblic  faNuv  i»  Ii^»slo,.,  M.-  Nl    >•"  ^ 
Vs    represented    by    seventeen     and    JIasv- 
THORXE  by  thre*-. 

Some   Jn.-*igbt    is  givi"    n.i-  h.    j.  i,       ■' 
ties  of  the  probl.MU  l.v  the  far,    that    .U    .>m 
leadof  thel.st  standi C.»orKR and  1u.:  , 
»,dth»tiMcb...     ,-.ximitv    tu   tbc,n    CO,... 
Jamkh  and  SCOTT.    Mr.   Winm.u  is  proha- 
blv  right  in  hi«   opinion  tb.t  Pn  kkns  .nd 
SiJoTT  would  W    oftencr   called    »"^   «^    '^^^ 
,  library,  (and  of  eonr«e  at   other,,)  hnt  hn 
the  toctthat  their  work.  .r.  in  J>'-  J^'^^ 
gionofsomanyfamdie-.     And.  by   the   by^ 
.tatirtka  do  not  sustam  the  opinion  f  reqnen^ 
ly  «T«^H^1  bv  critic  that  Pcorr  ja  m»t 
liad  bv  the  prei^ent   generation,  or  tha   he 
in  mv^med  by  the   novelisti  of  the   day. 
At  the  Boston  library  be  star  \»  m  compari- 
•on  to  Thackeray  m  four  to  oih-,  anu  wttb 
ft  like  Buperiovity  to  Bowt  contemporary  nov- 
elirt..      The    publisher,    of    the    Waver  ey 
Novel*  in   Ediu'mriih  and   Loudon   In-d  a  . 

*,..t  \^rf 
ronwtant  deman*  . 

the  repnutmg  of  u  ^ 

om  forms  never  ceases.    Scott  piami.>  n 

the  highest  position  of  anthorsbu-M-'    ; 
being  classic,  popular,   and    i>eren,.al.     Hj 

the  fact  that  ho  and  .»amk^  anu 
DlCKKV.andMi..SKTTlwoHT«  near 

ly  together  in  the  race  for  mere  iMn-l^r-  y 
tLt"  yon  might  over  then.  --^\-J^^;^ 
ket,"  .hows  what  it  is  .bat  charms  the  mere 
l;el-r.ader-an  intc^Mi.^  "^r"  ,7^  X 
:  or  emiiic,  ^hich  m»\  '»«  f^*"  ''" 

The     pmi.t    is    tbMt    tb^    ♦'U'-."- 

I.  tbon^itlcs..  The  demand,  erf  the  avet^ge 

'  novel-rea«lrr  and  of  the  average  pi . 
t|„.  period  h»v*>  reached  that  po,nt  n- 
»    .n»,«,«*  '  '      -d  that  nov.l-r. 

i.ii  abcrtit  the .  »ni 

n..t     nni>e    h»dnlg««l  i"  =    the   mn'l 


^excHss  of  light''  to  blunders  which  iuferior 
ineu  avoid  with  anxious  care. 

Tbo  catalogue  is  a  conirivaacc  for  making 
a'-cessible  the  contents  of  a  library.  But,  un- 
til lately,  catalogues  were  only  lists  of  authors' 
names,  followed  by  titles.  If  a  man  wanted 
inforuiation  on  finr  nee  or  ship-buildinjj,  or  in 
igrneral  hisiory,  ho  cculd  never  find  it  by  the 
use  of  these,  unless  he  remembered  who  had 
written  on  these  subjects;  and  if  he  did  he 
needed  no  catalogue.  For  his  purpose  the 
titles  might  as  well  have  been  ranged  under 
the  i?ames  cf  cities  where  the  books  were 
printed,  or  the  years  of  their  publication.  Not 
who  wrote  a  hook,hai what  itisabo/.t.is  what 
he  needs  to  know.  Not  so  much  an  alphabet 
of  authors  as  of  subjects,  is  the  best  form  of 
a  catalogue.  The  introduction  of  this  second 
element  constitutes  the  superiority  of  the 
Bosti)n  catalogues.  They  contain  both  au- 
thors' names  and  a  list  of  subjects  in  one  al- 
phabet. They  are  true  dictionaries,  encyclo- 
paadias,  not  giving  information,  but  showing 
where  it  is  to  be  found. 

The  progressive  opening  of  the  Boston  pub- 
lic library-1858-65,  was  signalized  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  series  of  catalogues,  unexam- 
pled betore  in  respect  to  minute  accuracy,  and 
the  liberal  bestowmeat  of  labor  on  whatever 
might  benefit  the  student.  For  the  first 
time  in  a  catalogue  the  reader  there  found 
tables  of  contents  of  the  separate  publications 
of  authors,  whose  collected  works  were  pos- 
sessed by  the  library.  He  found  also  the  con- 
tents of  those  famous  monuments  of  learning 
with  which  Graevius,  Gronovius,  Muratorl 
end  others  had  illuminated  the  past.  Nor 
had  any  librarian  pushed  his  daring  so  far, 
or  any  corporation  been  liberal  enough 
in  Its  expenditure,  to  venture  on  such  copious 
analyses  as  appear  under  the  names  Great 
Britain,  and  the  United  States;  where  the 
voluminous  documents  of  these  governments 
during  seventy-five  years  are  passed  in  brief 
review  to  assist  the  student  of  administration. 
Whole  years  of  careful  indexing,  and  months 
of  intelligent  revision,  rendered  those  myriads 
of  figures  possible.  It  is  only  just  to  the  late 
Charles  C.  Jewett,  first  superintendent  of  the 
Boston  public  library,  to  say  that  to  him  are 
owing  not  only  the  distinctive  features  of 
these  catalogues,  but  their  adoption  by  other 
libraries.  This,  and  the  searching  eyes  with 
which  he  ever  looked  out  for  errors,  lufluen- 
cing  his  associates  and  successors  there  and 
elsewhere,  have  contributed  in  no  mean  de- 
gree to  a  gener-^l  public  good. 

The  present  suptrintondent  has  introduced 
features  still  more  novel,  striking,  and  useful, 
into  his  recent  volume,  entitled,  "Catalogue 
''of  books  in  the  lower  hall  belonging  to  the 
"classes  of   history,   biography    and   travel," 
While  collecting  uuder  these  and  subordinate 
heads  the  titles  of  books  found  in  that  hall, 
Mr.  Winsor  has  not  contented  himself  with  a 
dry   enumeration;    but    under   the    modest 
phrase,  "Notes  for    readers,"  he  has  added    a 
copious  and  elaborate    conspectus   of  the  en- 
lire  literature  of  each  subject,   so  far  as  both 
halls  contain  it.    In  doing  this  ho  has  briefly 
set  forth  the  main  characteristics  of  the  books 
Jeferied  to,  with  critical  remarks  on  the  mode 
In  which  each  author  has  executed  his  plan- 
Biilliant  examples  may  be  seen  under  Christ 
Christianity,  Daute,    Egypt,  Painting.  Pales- 
tine, Rome,  United  Slates.    For  the  younir^.c^ 
or  less  instructed  habitues    of  the  library,  the 
value  of  such  work,  judiciously  done,  is  sim- 
ply incalculable.      Now    that  we  see  it  done, 
the  thought  occurs,  this  is  just  what  a  librari- 
an is  for,  to  be  the    "guide,  philosopher,  aud 
"friend,"  of  those  who  ask  for  books;  to  save 
them  from  wasting  time,  and  direct  them  to  the 
true  point  of  inquiry.  The  wonder  is,  that  no- 
body has  done  it  before.  The  question  arises, 
what  Ubrariaus  elsewhere   are    about?    The 
hope  is  indulged  that  this    example  may  ren- 
der henceforth  impossible    the    merely   per- 
functory discharge  of  library  duty.    The  pub- 
lication of  this  catalocue  may  well  constitute 
an  epoch  in  library  economy.    What  industry, 
what  quickness  of  appreciation,  and  what  an 
amount  of  study,    esfjccially    in  the  case  of 
books  not  English,  is  implied  in  this  self-im- 
posed labor !     When  he  shall  have  done  the 
like  to  every  department  of  the  library,  Mr. 
Winsor  may  well    be    reckoned    among   our 
chief  benefactors. 

Considering,  now,  that  good  catalogues  are 
as  valuable  as  good  sea  charts,  as  useful  out 
of  libraries  as  in  them,  our  readers  of  books 
may  well  be  proud  that  among  theu  ha/e 
originated  such  worthy  instruments  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowh  .ige ;  examples  likely  to  be 
♦bllowed  througl  out  this  country,  and  suited 
^^  ffl  dels  throughout  the  world. 


'^George  Eliot's,"  live  tim.^s  aa  grt- 
for  Ti.ACKKUAv's,  and  twelve  tiMu-^  as  great 
an  that  xor  Cu.vuLori'K  Bik^ntf.'s,    Auo  lier 
female  writer  of  the  mme  clasn,  the  author- 
ess   ot  FaMon   and   Famine,   a  book   <iuito 
worthy  of  its  name,  enjoys  a  popularity  ap- 
proaching That  of  the  prime  favorite;  her 
onlv  «ui.erior8  in  this  resi>ect,  among  writers 
of  the  day,  being,   with  one  exception,  Miss 
MuHLBACii  and  Miw  Buadoon. 

This    showini;    is    not    peculiar    to   IV.s- 
ton,      Book-sellei-s'     trMde-lists,      aiul     the 
records    of     puMie      libraries     elsewhere, 
9h..w       a       like       preference       for       the 
coarse    and    flimsy      productions    of  these 
four  writcw.     And  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
..reatest  work  of  pui*   llcti.m  produced  in 
The    present   generation-"  George    Eliot  8 
Romola—v'i  the  least  bcnght  and  read  ol  all 
its  author'*  works,  and  at  it«   fust    appear- 
ance nearly  ruiuea  ibe  n.aga/.ine  in  which  It 
waa    pnhlished.     It     U     difficult      to      "c 
count  for  such  results.     The  Superiniendout 
of  the  Boston  LibraiT,  Mr,  Juhtin  Winsor, 
accounts  for  it   in   that   institutiun  by  snji- 
cesting  that   the  level   of  "  Geoi -e  El.ot  b 
tntelli^ence  is  too  high   for  any   diflerent 
result  in  a  library  where  the  freo.u.nters 
are    of     all     classes.      This    seems    more 
near    the    truth    than     it    really    is;     for 
"Ouida,"  who.se  level  i.f  intelligonee  is  surely 
low  enough  to  suit   the   meanest  capacity, 
who  is  highly   sensational,   and     who  hii« 
^vritten  more  books  than  "George  Eliot,"  is 
behind  her  more  than  half  way  in  that   test 
of  p.>pularity-thc  nun.iKr  of  books   taken 
out  ;   while   DiXAii    Mauia  Mvlock  (Mrs. 
GrviK)   whose  level   of  intelligence  is  not 
reniarkablv  hiKb,  i--  the   one  iusiance  among 
writers  of  I  be  day  who  in  this  re8].ect  »tand.^ 
above  Miss    Mrm.BACK  and    Mi«s    Bhm»- 
DON,     It  seems  sa.1  and  stran^'c  that    lu  the 
grade  of  public  faNor  in  Boslon.  .Mi.-M>  i-oiK 
is   represented    by    seveuteou    and    Haw- 
thorne by  three. 

gome   insight    is  given   into  the  i»erpl.'Xl- 
ties  of  the  problem  by  the  fact    thai    at    the 
head  of  tiie  list  stands  <.\»on:K  and  Du-kkns,  ^ 
aud  thai  i.i  close   prnximily   to  them   come  , 
James  aud  Scott,    Mr.   Winsou  is  proba- 
bly right  in  his  ojdniou  that  Dkkkns  and  . 
Scott  would  be    oftener   called   for   at   this  | 
library,  (and  of  course   at   others,)  but  for  1 
the  fact  that  their  w.^rks  are  in   the  pos-ws- 
sionofso  many  families.     And.  by  the  bye. 
statistics  do  not  sustain  the  opinion  frequent- 
ly expressed  by   ciitics.  th,at  ScoTT  is  not 
'  read  bv  the  present  generation,  or  that  he 
iB  displaced  by  the  novelistB  of  the   day. 
At  the  Boston  library  he  stands  in  compari- 
son to  Thackekay  as  four  to  one,  and  with  | 
a  like  Bup<-riority  to  most  contenii>orary  nov- 
1  eli8t8.     The    publishers    of   tho    WaverUy  J 
•  Novels  in  Kdinburi:h  and    L.uidou   find   a 

I  constant  dcmano 
the  reprinting  of  t.-     .^.       .-^^>*>^'  "'  ;';"- 
ous  forms  never  eeaaes,    Scorr  plainly  hold, 
the  highest  position  of  anthorshil»-th«    o 
being  classic,  popular,  and   perennial,     mt 
the  fact  that  he  and  .IaMKS  and  Conai  and 
DicKEXS  and  Mrs.  SourHW<MnH  «r«  so  near- 
ly to-ether  in  tlie  race  for  mere  popularity 
I'  that  "you  might  cover  them    with    a  blan- 
' '  ket,"  shows  what  it  is  tb-t  charms  the  mere 
novel-reader-an   interesting'   st.r.y,  seru.us 
orcomie,  vsbicbmav  be  read  without  tbu.k- 

i"K' 

The     point    is    tliMt    fb.'    e  u.-yn.ent     ti.M> 

be  tbougbtless.    The  d-mands  .,t  the  av«  rage 
uovel-ieaib  r  and  ..f  the  averaue  play-gop.  ol  , 
the  period  have  reached  that  point  together. 
And  it  nmst  be  coi-ft-sscd  that  n<.xvl-reudin-  ; 
is  about  the  la/ioHt  semblance  ..f  ocnpalion  i 
that  can  l>e     indulged  in  ;   the   mind  of  the 
.-eader  l»eing  as  nearly  in  a  state  ..f  absolute 
inexertion  a*  is  consistent  with   tbe    re.  ..,»- 
tion    of    ideas.     The    question    the..    a.is«i 
^vbether  public    institutions   should  provid.- 
this  «o.-t  of  mere   an.uhement,  particnlorly 
when  it    is   combined    with    biol    st.vle,  v.i  - 
uar  tone,  and     shaky    n.on.lst     If    P^'opb- 
"hoose   t.bny  »n.ltoie.dMissH.Mi..M..N. 
bo<.ks   and  '-Ouid..-.      ..    -anM    he    helped: 
bnt  Bh«.uld  the  public  money,  or  tb-  money 
ofrmblic    lH.nefnetnr.,  be    .pent   to,.r..vrl. 
IKM.ple  with   sueh  reading?      lt«uuld    ..em 
ver^-lear   that    it  should  not ;  that  inM-ti. - 
,i,„;s    whieb    are   at   legist  quas.-l»ei.evolent 
and    the   object  of  which  is  iutelle<  tnal  and 
,„on.l     i.npiosement,    sbonld     fnrni.b     the 
IM.blic    onlv      with      literature      wb.eh     U» 
be-Utby     "I    inviKWating.    and    wbicb.    H 
it  d.K*  not  instru.t.  at  bi».t.  wbib   a    re..- 
fl,e«  and  amu^...    sl.ail    not    d-ba.n  b    th. 
imW  and   vitiate  '.he  moral  ton.       • 
..bip  of  the  prew  canm.t  Ik-  ..dmitted  ;   bnl  « 
wise  direction   of  the   oiK-ration    ..f  pnbl«.- 
institutions   i»*  unite  another  matt^^r.     I  "  » 
lie   libraries  are  not  in  tin-  nature  ol  bo-.U 
c!ub»..  which  mnst    supply  ju.it  what   th.  n 
a„5tnl.e«  demnmi:  and  it   i«  »t  leant  a  «  n 
on.  %«eation  whether  m«rb  of   the    tln.my 
and    pmrient    ti.tion    thU    cumlM»n.    their 
shelves   might    ..-.t.  with    propriet^ 
m  with  pfdit  i»  tl.^ir  reader  .  ' 
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The  bi'ht  conniitntary  upon  all  liie  vexed  ques- 
tioDs  of  l)ibliotheeaI  econcmy  can  hirdljbe  looked 
for  with  better  Miccess  than  in   the  history  of  the 
Depart oieut   of   Printed    Books   in    the    British 
MiLscum  during  (be  bi^t  half  century.     Tha  lata 
Hrofesior  Jewett  used  to  say   in  re|?ard  to  every- 
thing  that  rclatc«  to  tlio    (irraiiging    and    cata- 
loguiuff  of  books,  that  wlmt  had  not  been  thought 
of  and  discust^od   within  the   walls  of  the  hollow 
square  on  Great  ilustieli   striict,  was  hardly  worth 
cmibiJcraiion.    Tlic  library  of  the  British  Museum 
since  the  great  one-man  jjotver  of  I'anizzi  took   it 
in    charge,  hns  beonmc  the  centre  of  all  knowl- 
edge   in    such    allair.s     and     with     Its    milUon 
voluffiea    and    O'niiMieasurate     appliances     leads 
to-day    amonjL'-     all    libraries     of     the     world. 
And    how    this    vrnti    aceomplishcd    by   Panizri 
and    his     ablo     coadjutors,    oterybody      knews, 
who    knows   anything    at    aH    about    the    ma.U 
ter.     His  victory  was  not  over  external  obstaolea, 
as  much  as  over  his  masters.     He  forced,  bj  hig 
own  determined  will  and  best  judgment;  the  trua- 
tees  to  the  tardy  acknowledgment  of  their  defeat. 
The  belated  general  on  a  field  of  battle,  turning  a 
routof  his  own  army  into  a  victory,  is  no  better 
specimen    of    m.ignetrc   vi^ror  and    concentrated 
action    than    tiiis    Italian    outcast,    fortuitously 
raised    to    such    a    position    of    eminence,    naa 
able   Uy    demonstrate    that    he    was   capable   of. 
Parliamentary     Commissions     and    Royal    Com- 
missions   started    up,     urged    by     petitions   of 
men    who    looked    to    the    library    to    supply 
some    deficiency    in    their    own   mental    organ- 
ism,   which    tliey    were    in    want    of,    without 
knowing  it;  but  Paniazi's  ijouest  and  manly  fight 
evinced  a  potency  tLat  in  the  end  not  only  forced 
all  opposition  to  succumb,  but  also  all   that  waa 
generous  in  jt  to  acknowledge  him   a  victor.    It 
will  be  dry  reading  onougb  doubtless  to  moat,  but 
the  blue  boeks  whicli  contain  the   reports  of  those 
commissions  of  183r>-«)  and   1848-9    must  alwayg 
be  resorted  to,   as  one  would  go  to  the  sources 
of  any   question    for    the    best    understanding 
of  it.    The  reading  public  got  enough  of  it    in 
the    sundry    articles,    tinctured    with     one    huo 
or  the    other,    which   appeared  in    the  leading 
quarterlies   of   Great    Britain    at    those    times  ; 
and  of  what  the  Museum  Library  has  been  and  is, 
they  have  found  convenient  accounts  in  the  manu- 
als of  fcJims  and  Nichols  ;  in  the  volumes  which  Mr 
Edwards  last  year  cave  us  on   the  Lives  of  its 
Founders  and  Benefactors.    A  clearer  view  of  the 
inside  manacemcnt  than  all  these  afford  can  now 
be  derived  from  a  pleasant  volume,  entitled  *'  Mem- 
erics  of  the  British  Museum,"  by  one  of  its  faith- 
ful servants,  Mr  Robert  Cowtan,  which  the  latest 
steamer  from  England  has  brought  us. 

Of  all  library  questions,  that  of  the  catalogue- 
how  to  make  it  arni  in  what  form  to  put  it— is  the 
most  dilTicult  of  all.  It  is  a  very  obvious  thought 
to  persons  little  informed  that  the  method  ought 
to  be  reduced  to  somtthing  like  an  exact  science, 
and  tho  multitude  of  dealers'  and  auction  cata- 
logues is  very  apt  to  confirm  them  in  the  opinion 
of  tho  ready  business  facility  with  which  they 
imagine  tho  higher  kinds  of  cataloguing  can  be 
done.  Everybody  knows  the  witty  apothegm 
about  easy  writing  and  hard  reading,  and  few  of 
the  knowing  ones  will  dispute  its  general  applica- 
bility. Regarding  facile  cataloguing,  it  is  quite 
as  likely  that  if  will  be  difficult  tp  be  benefited  by 
it.  A  populai-  collection  of  common  books  oaM 
doubtless  be  rapidly  indexed,  and  with  dueserrio*- 
ableness;  but  no  library  which  grows  largely 
can  kecj)  its  accesfions  by  the  nature  of  the 
ease  within  such  characteristic  limits.  Another 
thing  follows  upon  growth— the  complexity  of 
the  catalogue.  The  catalogue  of  tho  Museum 
Library  at  this  time  numbers  nearly  1900 
folio  volumes,  and  one  can  readily  see  when  a 
library  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  25,000  volumes 
a  year,  and  has  an  annual  appropriation  of  £10,000 
for  purchasing  what  docs  not  come  to  it  under  the 
copyright  act,  that  even  this  extent  of  volumes 
must  increase  rapidly.  The  difficulty  is  further 
augmented,  since  with  the  general  and  special  col- 
lections something  like  twenty  alphabets  come 
within  the  range  of  these  1900  volumes.  The 
perplexity  iindw  j  rominent  heafls  is  enhanced  by 
ths  very  ricl«\e88  of  its  possoasions.  The  1861  en- 
tries under  the  head  of  Sliakespcare  alone  require 
two  of  those  folio  volumes.  There  arc  rAH  entries 
under  tho  Pilgrim's  Progress,  covering  175  differ- 
ent editions  in  English  and  29  translations.  For 
Paradise  Lost  there  are  631  wtrioE,  chronicling  72 
editions  in  English  and  52  in  other  languages;  and 
4H,j  entries  for  Robinson  Crusec,  covering  74  is- 
sues of  different  English  imprints  and  26  of  for- 
eign stamp. 

Any  system  of  cataloguing  a  large  and  growing 
collection  is  complex  Vyoml  control ,  an<I  every- 
thing Complex,  in  its  broad  nature,  when  one's 
own  wants  arc  simple  and  in  few  directions,  is  al- 
ways open  to  cavil.  Mr  Oowtan  givos  it  as  the 
experience  of  the  British  Museum  staff  that  it  ie 
those  who  know  the  least  al)out  the  laattcr  that 
are  thn  greatest  objectors  of  all.  We  suppr  ; 
many  a  bibliographer  Las  smiled  over  the  ra^erd 
of  Payne  Collier's  ci'^tamfiture,  when  he  sneered 
at  Mr  Panizzi's  ninety  odd  rules  and  volnnteerad 
to  do  twenty-five  titles  aficr  the  "common-sense'* 
ta.shion  and  with  an  expedition  tdat  would 
"ihew  how  a  catalogue  could  be  hurried  before 
the  public,  if  one  waa  so  disposed.  The 
rnult  was  that  Mr  Collier  waa  quite  as 
much  chagrined  as  ever  he  was  subsequently 
under  the  suspicious  mystifications  of  the  folio  cor- 
rector of  Shakespeare.  Mr  Winter  Jones  fouqd 
two  blunders  in  every  one  of  bis  titles,  and  in  the 
whole  a  specimen  of  every  conceivable  mbtake. 
And  there  have  bct-n  maiif  wiaar  men  than  Mr 
Collier  who  have  failed  to  comprehend  the  difficul- 
ti«  of  tte  it— wiuer  in  that  they  d-<i  not  foolishly 
expose  their  insufficiency  as  he  did.    Every  pro- 
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quaiterlies  ul  Great  Britain  at  those  times  ; 
anu  of  what  tbe  Museum  Library  has  been  and  iu, 
they  ha\  2  fouud  convemect  accounts  in  the  maua- 
ald  of  Sims  an,'  Nlciio'.fe  ;  in  the  volumes  which  Mr 
BdwurUa  last  year  cave  ua  on  the  Lives  of  its 
Founders  aud  lienefacfors.  A  clearer  view  of  the 
inside  manaeement  than  all  these  aflFord  oan  now 
be  derived  from  a  pleasant  volume,  entitled  *'  Mem- 
erics  of  the  British  Museum,''  by  one  of  its  faith- 
ful servants,  Mr  Robert  Cowtan,  which  the  ia-^eat 
steamer  from  England  has  brought  us. 

Of  all  library  fiuestions.  that  of  the  catalogue- 
how  to  make  it  and  in  what  form  to  put  it— is  the 
moat  difficult  or  all.  It  is  a  very  obvious  thought 
t«  persons  little  informed  that  the  method  ought 
to  be  reduced  to  eomtthing  like  an  exact  soienoe, 
anJ  tho  multitude  of  ilealers'  and  auction  oata- 
loguea  is  very  apt  to  confirm  them  in  the  cpimon 
of  tho  ready  business  facility  with  which  thej 
iaaagino  tho  higher  kinds  of  cataloguing  oan  be 
done.  EveriboJy  knows  the  witty  apothegm 
about  easy  -.vriting  and  hard  reading,  and  few  of 
the  knowing  ones  will  dispute  its  general  applioft- 
bilitj .  Regarding  facile  cataloguing,  it  is  quite 
as  likely  that  it  wdl  be  flifficult  to  be  benefited  by 
it.  A  popular  collection  of  common  books  oas 
doubtloes  be  rapidly  indexed,  and  with  dueservio*- 
ablencss;  buc  no  library  which  grows  largely 
can  keep  its  accessions  by  the  nature  of  the 
case  within  such  characteristic  limits.  Another 
thing  follows  upon  erowth— the  complexity  of 
tho  catalogue.  'Ihe  catalogue  of  the  Museum 
Library  at  this  time  numbers  nearly  1900 
folio  volumes,  and  one  can  readily  see  when  a 
library  is  incrcuBing  :iL  tlie  rate  of  25,000  volumes 
a  year,  and  hw  an  annual  appropriation  of  £10,000 
for  purchaiiug  what  does  not  come  to  it  under  the 
copyright  act,  that  even  this  extent  of  volumea 
must  increase  rapidly.  Tho  difficulty  is  farther 
augmented,  since  with  the  general  and  special  col- 
lections something  like  twenty  alphabets  come 
within  tlie  rango  of  thcae  1900  volumes.  The 
perplexity  under  jjromiucnt  heads  is  enhanced  by 
the  very  ricluiesa  of  its  possoasione.  The  1861  en- 
tries under  the  heud  of  Shakesjjeare  alone  require 
two  of  these  folio  volumes.  There  arc  548  entries 
under  tho  Filgrini's  Progress,  covering  175  diflfer- 
cnt  editions  in  English  and  29  translations.  For 
Paraditic  Lost  there  are  G31  entries,  chronicling  72 
editions  in  English  and  52  in  other  languages;  and 
480  entries  for  Robinson  Crusec,  covering  74  is- 
sues of  different  English  imprints  and  20  of  for- 
eign stump. 

Any  system  of  cataloguing  a  large  and  g;roiHng 
ool lection  is  complex  beyond  control ;  and  every- 
thing comjdex,  in  its  broad  naturo,  when  one's 
own  wants  arc  simple  and  iu  few  directions,  is  al- 
ways open  to  oavil.  Mr  Cowtan  gives  it  as  the 
experience  of  the  British  Museum  staff  that  it  is 
those  who  know  the  least  about  the  matter  that 
are  tho  greatest  objectors  of  all.  We  suppose 
many  a  bibliosraj^her  has  smiled  over  the  raosrd 
of  Payne  Collier's  discomfiture,  when  he  sneered 
at  Mr  Panizzi's  ninety  odd  rules  and  volunteered 
to  do  twenty-five  tiths  after  the  "common-sense** 
fashion  and  with  an  expedition  that  would 
show  how  a  catalogue  could  be  hurried  before 
the  public,  if  one  was  so  disposed.  The 
result  was  that  Mr  Collier  was  quite  as 
much  chasriucd  as  ever  he  was  subsequently 
under  the  suspicious  mystifications  of  the  folio  cor- 
rector of  IShakcspcare.  Mr  Winter  Jones  fout)d 
two  blunders  in  every  one  of  his  titles,  and  in  the 
whole  a  specimen  of  ev';ry  conceivable  mistake. 
And  there  have  been  many  wiser  men  than  Mr 
Collier  who  have  failed  to  comprehend  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  art— wiser  in  that  they  did  not  foolishly 
expo.se  their  insufficiency  as  he  did.  Every  p»«-. 
fet««ional  catalocuer  will  say  with  Panizzi  himself, 
that  deeply  irapresscl  as  he  is  with  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  case,  he  is  still  more  deeply  impressed 
with  the  difficulty  of  communicating  to  others  a 
senw  of  it. 

It  was  alter  Panifzi.with  the  co-operation  of  the 
late  Mr  Watts  and  of  Mr  Winter  Jones,  the  present 
Principal  Librarian,  had  codified  his  nUee—they 
were  ninety-cne  in  number,  and  by  subsequent 
♦■xi>erirnce  have  been  but  in  tnfling  particulars 
changed— that  tho  Irusteee  of  the  Museum  ordered 
the  printiner  of  its  catalogue  to  be  begun,  not- 
withstanding the  librarian '3  protest.  The  letter  A 
made  a  folio  volume  and  was  issued  in  1841,  when 
the  Trustees  bought  the  experience,  that  they 
were  not  wilHne  to  take  at  Panizzi's  word,  and  the 
further  printing  was  stopped.  T«  this  end  all  the 
ereat  libraries  of  Europe  have  one  by  one  oome. 
The  Bodleian  abandoned  tho  printing  of  its  eati^ 
logue  in  1809.  Ur  Pcrtz,  ttie  Chief  Librarian  af 
the  Royal  Library  at  Berlin,  and  almost  all  others 
in  similar  positions,  are  united  in  this  view,  that 
for  a  large  library  cf  rapid  growth,  the  effort  of 
printing  a  catalogue  is  futile  and  worse 
thiui  useless,  fron.  tho  endless  supplements 
which  must  lollow  with  never-ceasing  and 
excessive  outlay.  Of  course  in  libraries  of 
merely  popuJar  book<»  the  question  is  very  differ- 
ent. Catalogues  of  such  are  wanted  at  home 
by  a  great  many  people.  New  edition^  can  be 
frccpicnt  and  never  of  great  bulk,  as  the  bnefest 
titles  will  suffice.  Still  with  libraries  of  the  other 
sort,  rothing  will  beget  so  much  use  as  facilities 
for  reference,  for  most  people  are  naturally  im- 
patient  of  restraini,  and  print  is  a  greafc  advance 
on  the  best  manuscript  for  ease  of  consultatiou. 
The  problem  is  nut  perhaps  yet  worked  out  how 
the  typographical  art  can  construct  a  oatalcgue 

I  which  shall  always  have  a  gap  for  the  last  noir 
title.  Prof(»sor  Jewett's  system  of  stereotyping 
,  titles  was  ingenious,  *)ut  has  not  brought  practical 
results.  At  tbe  British  Museum  they  still  use  the 
mMiifold  writing  process,  by  which  four  copifi 
of  a  title  are  prepared  at  once.  an4  those 
are  posted  in  the  folios  of  both  the  publio 
and  official  catalogue,  living  a  r^^^e  for  re- 
placement*, sinct  by  constantly  tran8''erring  the 
slips  from  page  to  page  as  the  volumes  nee«i  to  be 
expanded,  the  originals  in  time  become  too  much 
worn  for  further  use.  Of  eoone  in  a  library  like 
that  of  the  Museum,  where  the  books  cannot  be 
taken  away,  there  h  not  the  same  demand  for 
catalogue  which  can  be  us^  at  borne,  as  for  in- 
rtance  there  might  be  in  our  Public  Library  where 
iiK>»t  of  tlip  book«  can  he  so  used;  but  even  here, 
it  'm  found  tluit   fh*'  iu-l  mi  i'>  are  faf 
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were  not  willing  to  take  ut  Paaizzi's  word,  and  the 
further  printiuff  was  stopped.  T«  this  end  all  the 
arreat  libraries  of  Europe  have  one  by  one  oome. 
The  Bodleian  abandoned  the  printing  of  its  cat*, 
logue  in  1859.  Dr  Pertz,  the  Chief  Librarian  cf 
the  Royal  Library  at  Berlin,  and  alaiost  all  others 
in  similar  positione,  arc  united  in  this  view,  that 
for  a  large  library  of  rapid  growth,  the  effort  of 
printing  a  catalogue  is  futile  and  worse 
than  useless,  from  the  endless  eupplementa 
which  must  loliow  with  never-ceasing  and 
ezcesBive  outlay.  Of  course  in  libraries  of 
merely  popuJar  books  the  question  is  very  differ- 
ent. Catalogues  of  such  are  wanted  at  homo 
by  a  great  many  people.  New  edition*  can  be 
frequent  and  never  of  great  bulk,  as  the  briefeeb 
titles  will  suffice.  Still  with  libraries  of  the  other 
sort,  nothing  will  begot  so  much  use  as  facilitioa 
for  reference,  for  most  peoi)le  are  naturally  im- 
patipit  of  restrain  I,  and  print  ia  a  great  advance 
on  the  best  manuscript  for  ease  of  consultation. 
The  problem  is  not  perhaps  yet  worked  out  how 
the  typographical  art  can  construct  a  catalogue 
which  shall  always  have  a  gap  for  the  last  ucw 
title.  Professor  Jewctt's  system  of  stereotyping 
titles  was  ingenious,  but  has  not  brought  practical 
resuittj.  Ai  the  IJritish  Museum  they  still  use  the 
manifold  writing  process,  by  which  four  copies 
of  a  title  are  prepared  at  once,  and  those 
are  p08te<l  in  the  folios  of  both  the  publia 
and  official  catalogues,  leaving  a  reserve  for  re- 
placements, since  by  constantly  transferring  the 
slips  from  jiago  to  page  as  the  volumerf  need  to  bo 
expanded,  the  originals  in  time  become  too  much 
worn  for  further  use.  Of  course  in  a  library  like 
that  of  the  Museum,  where  the  books  cannot  be 
taken  away,  there  is  not  the  same  demand  for 
catalogues  which  can  be  used  pt  home,  as  for  in- 
stance there  might  be  in  our  Public  Library  where 
most  of  tlie  books  can  be  so  u8e<l ;  but  even  here, 
it  is  found  that  the  instances  are  rare  in  which  a 
book  is  asked  for  where  the  title  has  been  found 
in  the  catalogues  at  home,  especially  iu  the  Bate* 
Hall.  The  larger  proportion  of  books  in  use  are  the 
newer  ones,  which  will  have  lost  their  freshness 
long  before  they  stand  iu  a  printed  volume,  were 
a  supplement  issued  every  few  years. 

U  would  appear    from    Mr  Cowtan's  chapter 
on    cataloguing,   that    the    authorities    of    tho 
Museum    have    been   vainly    contemplating    the 
advantages    of  a    much    greater    multiplioatioa 
of  titles  than  their  "carbonic  system"  allows, 
in  order  to   add  variety  by  mere  assortment  to 
the    kind   of   catalogues.    Meanwhile,  urged    by 
its  own  exigencieis,  this  very  problem  has  been 
worked  to  a,  practical  solution  in  ou"  Tublic  Li- 
brary, through  thc!  printed  card  catalogue,  which 
the  recent  visitor  at  the  library  could  not  fail  to 
observe  has  been  introduced.  Thc  only  manuscript 
part  of  the  card  is  the  heading,  which  guides  the 
iUMK)rter  in  distributing  the  cards  in  their  proper 
alphabetical    places,   and    the  same   card — here 
much  transcription  with  its  erro  -s   it  avoided — Is 
used  lor  all  the  various  heads  uud<ir  which  thc  most 
extensive  system  of  cross  references  may  require  aa 
entry  to  bo  made.    There  may  be  casen  where  a 
composite  volume  will  require  a  hundred  cards, 
and  the  simplest  can  hardly  need  loss  than  three— 
uthor,  title  and  subject.    This,  of  course,  per- 
iina  only  to  the  general  catalogue  on  the  "  Dic- 
tionary Systran,"  but  as  the  otBoial  catalogue  dii- 
pli<»t«i  the  public  one,  for  ounvcnicnco  and  as  a 
check  against  misplooemente  of  cards,  it  will  be 
Been  that  the  cards  refiuire<l  will  nevor  be  1^^  thau 
HJx,  aii«l  Uiuy  be  two  hundred.    It  ia  the  easy  and 
inexpensive  multiplying  of  these  titles  that  solves 
the  problem  in  a  way  which  the  "carbonic  pro- 
cess "  of  the  Museum  docs  not  admit.    Ordinarily 
twenty  copies  tf  a  sheet  of  l.iO  titlee  are  printed,  and 
such  as  require  large  numbers  of  cross  reference*  8U"e 
put  into  forms  by  themselves  and  the  refiuisite  num- 
ber printed.     The  surplus  shwts  and  titles  are  put 
away  and  ticketed,  a  selection  being  mide  fr«m 
the  titles,  which  is  to  serve  as  printer's  "copy" 
for  the  quarterly  Bulletin.    The  JifFcrcnco  between 
this  system  and  that  of  thr   British   Museum,  io 
iur,  i"*   that  of  printed  cards  arranged  on   their 
edges  in  boxes  egainst  manu8cvi}>t  wlips  pa<4ted  in 
folios.    The  ease  of  expansion  la  of  course  greatly 
in  favor  of  this  card  system,  as  well  as  tlie  tane  of 
reading  ;  but  there  is  a  diversity  of  (jpinion  aa  to 
the  relative  comfort  in  manipulating  the  cards  or 
the  folios.     But  beyond  this  the  advantages  are  in 
favor  of  the  system  at  the  Public  Library.    Tha 
"carbonic    process"    yields    only    four    copies, 
which  permits  neither  a  system  cf  cross  referoncM 
nor  of  sriecial  catalogues,   such  as  those  classed 
by  th«  divisions  of  knowledge,  those  by  languages. 
by  datcH,  and  arranged  for  various  other   special 
ends.    This  reserve  of  titles  will  enable  thc  Fublio 
Library  from  time  to  time  to  i«ne  special  cata- 
logues, as,  for  instance,  of  the  Ticknor  Library, 
which  will  not,  like  a  general  catalogue,  losti  half 
its  value  in  losing  all  it'*  frfsliness,  even  when 
printed  as  a  volume,  which  may  cr  may  not  be 
the  case,  as  cimumstance)"  rcquiro. 
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I  AJ^"*"  LICAN  GOVEilNME!?T. 

A  NEW  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  DEDIC.vrED 
_A  MUNIFICENT  GIFT  OF    THE   HEIRS  OF 
KOYAL  lUENEU-lNTERESriNG  EXERCISES 
-A  LARGE  ATTENDANCE. 
Few  eventB  in  a  fwn'8  history  are  m.re  import 
antttau  the  dedication  of  a  tree  public  I'.brary, 
and  v^hen  \ms  .b  ibe  gift  of  an  old  and  generou, 
r^.ly   the   occasion   is    doubly  interest  ug   and 
.flTcmr-.    iSuch  an  event  was  celebrated  .n  Ran- 
doS  yesterday.    With  the  name  of  the  town  has. 
tl  u:  earlJst  history,  been  as^ciated  that  o 
t»,f.  Turner  taiuiiy,  the  members  of   which  have 
I  ^a^"  taken  actiJ;  interest  in  municipal  attairs, 
^iTil  ;  advtce  and  by  liberal  contributions  to  the 
Tu^l^^  n^drdone'.uch   to    eleva^J>e  eh- 
LtPr      of      the      people      and      beautify      tne 
uZ.     Tbe    last     and     greatest     act    of     their 
uuniticence     has     been     the     erection   ^o       a  I 

beauuful  and  co.tly  l«l>7^y  :,'^'  f  •"%"°^,  f,;/4 
tabUshment  of  a  free  public  library.    Beth  Turne 
U.nal  W.  Turner,  Maria  Sweetzer.  Abby  W .  lui 
nir  and  Maria  Turner,  now  decease.',  of  whom  the 
oicrs  are  children,  each  contributed  §10.000.  from 
.hich  an  odiflce  has  been  erected  upon  the  .itc  ut 
thp  old  Turner  homestead. 
"We  buildin,  is  a   granite    etiuctare    covering 

3600     feet     of     B-"-^  ^"^S'^^^ti^^'towor 
stones    and    a     man.ard     '°«f' /'i^  *    *"47 
70    ffot   in   height   in   the   centre  of  the  prmci. 
al   ag  de     The  centre  of  the  buildiaR  is  occupied 
,v  .   largehall    38  teet  bi.h,  l.«ht*.l  by  tracer. el 
'^^JoLwslined  with  E.i.Ush  cathedral  ..a.s     The 
Teoonu  rtoor,  which  is  the  most  important  feature 
of  the  building,  xs  .Icvotod  wholly  to  the  ^^^  *    ; 
rea.ling-ruom  and  UbrarSan'«  olhces     ^^^'f'^'' 
The  distribution  of  b-oks  Is  57  feet   loUR.  by  28  in 
?i.i  h  with  -i  heavy  timl)cred  and  elaborately  dec- 

r'^i^rd  ^'tr.crie;"^;.od:r  ::^ 

et      h  Uh     at     either      end.     with      top     and 

;:,der.' tf  statue.  ..ass       ^^l';^^  ^o^^ 
,v  lsth«  readinB  room,  well  Hsbied  b>  three  lar   . 
J.^dowsonthe    two  sides  of   '^'-PfJ''^/^,,^ 
the  upper  M<.'y  aie  large  roonw  which,  It  fmurc 
0  "     tv  demanciB.  may  ierve  a,  working  or  .tore- 
;!:  t^rthe  Ubraiy.    Oathe  «--d  «<H>r       e 
»  ...  ir  onii  a  store.  The  tlnisb  everywhere  is  ol  haru 
«"i  aTd  th    I'iole  building  h„  been  carried  mn 
nhc^o't  substantial  and  elegant  manner     Lx^ 
eruTliythe  eolUce  is    an    adaptation   of   Italian 
',h,c.  carted  out   to  »:f  anite  of   diHerent    tint- 
tn  .  arcfes  of  Uand.aph  and  Qnincy  .tone,  polished 
o  umnlof  .wain>ercolor.aDd  raised  inscriptiona. 
columns  oi  .  carvin.  of  the  «ame  i-a 

';;:a,Vnbo^e«-»  »><>'»>  «''"«   exterior  an.. 

111  L  ea,--nde.«  iu  tM  P-reb..*  of  ottK.r  book.^ 
ibe  bnilain*  wm. d«J«ated  yesterday.    •"»»»- 
Ihe  '^""'^'7„,^^„.-  eonaUtod  of  the  MlMODen 

nf  the  town  Mil  D««*l  Haw«r.l.  W.  h.  J«*«"' V; 
of  Ih*  lowB  •«.  .^^  Mollov.  and  tuer  preparwl 

UicraMon  or   a   ^'V^,^.   f„  „.,»«<.  coo- 
ibed.ywt«Wif  -^^  ,„„^ 

lr«Bt  «»th  tbeOOW  iW«   nKtmfmmtt*  
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it  I  niie  TDa  Tei?s^  m  iiunibt-nutr  Huioni;  its  inhabi- 
tants such  genet OU8  tlonor>i.    (  a  pplausj*.] 

the  Kovernoi  was  foiu.mfd  by  tb«  lion.  George 
15.  Loridjj,  who  made  one  of  his  most  eloquent  aud 
luti'resiirK  fpeecues. 

1  IK  Union  Quartette  of  Randolph.  cocD^nsel  of 
John  H.  Thayer,  Isaac  N.  LiitSeheU,  J,  H.  Willie 
and  Fico  Rui-Bell,  ^ar.e:  very  tieautitully.  receiving! 
tcrt-ai  applause.  Dr.  Kbeuezer  Aluen.  ei«rnty-sev»>n 
)»:>isoia,  recently  afflicted  wiih  bliudness,  spoke 
a  li  w  woids,  and  hist  feon  read  a  resolution  drawn 
Ijy  him  ajiproprliite  to  the  occasion.  Seth  Turnor 
read  a  leiier  received  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edmund 
K.  Ahten. 

Other  ppeeohes  were  made  by  J.  F.  Kilton.  the 
Revs.  J.  K.  O'Brien  and  J.  C.  Foster,  Oliver  W;u- 
I'Pr.Sfcretary  of  state.  Dr.  E.  A.  Allen,  the  Hon. 
William  Ai'ptnwall,  Ezra  S.  Cunant  and  John  V. 
Heal.  The  exercises  closed  shortly  aittr  five 
o'clock. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  social  sratherinK  in 
the  town  ball.  There  were  danclnK  aud  music,  and 
a  general  good  time  was  enjnytni. 


V^  v 


In  quite  a  number    of   our   town.s  and  village* 
tliere  exist  reading  clul)S  of    from  sis  to  twenty 
persons,  mseting  together   once  or  twice  a  week, 
lor  an  hour  or  two,  to  read  aloud    and  to  discuss 
ntw  books.    Most  of  the«e  clnbs,  while  proving  In- 
ttrcstinp,  have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory,  ow- 
inii  to  the  slow    progress   made.    It   takes  nearly 
half  the  season   to  read    an  ordinary  volume  of  a 
few  hundred  pages  through  by  the  present  plat: 
It  Is  possible  to  adopt  a  belter    plan  and  to  make 
more  rapid  progress.    The  brief  ootllne  of  this  bet 
u-r  plan  is  to  require  each  member  of  the  club  t> 
master  the  contents  of  one  book  during  the  season 
at  home,  and  to  write  out  an  analysis  of   its  coi  - 
tents,  with  references  to  the  most   interesting  pas 
fapes.    The  analysis  and   these    -wastages  are  then 
to  bo  read  aloud.    If  one  takes  a  new  novel  It  will 
he  easy  to  condense  the  plot,  and  to  read  the  pas- 
cages  which  are  remarkabl.-   for  their   Interest  or 
for  felicitous  expression.    If  another  takes  ablo- 
Kraphlcal  sketrh  It  is  s'lU  easier  to  condense  the 
hiory  of  the  life,  and  then  to  read  the  more  Impor- 
tant portions  m  the  avthor's  words.    Even  essay* 
and  firientillc    treatises   can  be  treated  in  »  sim- 
ilar manner.    IW-sidea  thus  making   the  acquain- 
tance of  more  authors,  there  Uthe  added   advan- 
tage "f  thoroughness  which  oorow  to  those   whose 
task  it  has  \^ea  so  to  underst*^  an  author  as  to 
abridge  his  subject ^^^yfi/      ^  2)/ 
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